
( 

MEMO 

To: Senator 

From: Bob Jensen 

This is a copy of the news release that was dictated 

to the Midwest Conference for distribution in Des Moines . 



( 

HUMPHREY PREDICTS LARGE DEMOCRATIC GAINS IN MIDWEST 

Senate Majority ~fuip Hubert H. Humphrey (D-Minn.) 

predicted today that President Johnson will lead the Demo-

crats to the greatest victory they have ever known in the 

Midwest this fall . 

Humphrey spolce at the Iowa Democrats ' Jefferson­

Jackson Day dinner in Des Moines held in conjunction with 

the 14-state Midwest Democratic c.onference . 

He said that President Johnson ' s tremendous popularity 

will have a strong effect on the entire Democratic ticket 

this fall and will lead to increased Democratic strength 

in Congress . 

He predicted that President Johnson would carry more 

s tates in the Midwest this fall than Harry S. Truman did 

in 1948 when he carried eight of the 14 states in the Mid -

west Conference. 
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Humphrey said the main battleground in this fall ' s 

elections will be in the House and Senate races and most 

of the activity will be centered in the Midwest. 

He noted that in the 14 states that make up t he Mid-

west Conference there are 56 Democrats and 80 Republicans 

in the House . 

"There is an opportunity here," Humphrey said, 11 to 

make important Democratic gains and give President Johnson 

t he vote s he needs in Congress to give a ' Better Deal' to 

the American people . " 

''He needs those Democratic vote s to build a Better 

America ..• to give Better Education to our children . .. to 

build a Healthier Am.erica ... to build Better Roads, provide 

Better Transportation--in short, to give the American people 

the means and the opportunity to secure the better things 

in life for themselves and their chi ldren, 11 Humphrey added . 
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Humphrey sai d there are 15 "doubtful " Republican 

House seats in the Midwest- -those 'l.vhich the Congressman 

won by less than 55 percent of the vote--and l2 1Cloubtful 11 

Democratic seats . 

11 With Lyndon Johnson at the head of the ticket --a 

man who is recognized in the Midwest as a champion of the 

farmer and a President of all the people, we have an 

( excellent chance of holding all our ' doubtful ' seats and 

not only unseating those ' doubtful ' Republicans, but also 

many ot hers who have been technically classified as ' safe. ' 

Humphrey also said that President Johnson would add 

strengt h to the nine Democratic Senators who are up for re-

election in the Midwest . Only one Midwest Republican is 

running for re-election this year. 

Humphrey said the Johnson political appeal also would 

be felt in the races for Governor in the Midwest and the 
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Democrats could look forward to increasing their strength 

in the state capitals . He noted that nine of the 14 

governors in the Midwest are Democrats and three of 

the five Republican Governors are up for re- election . 

### 



2-

I want to say a word about this country of' ours and 1vhat we 

need to vrork on and what we need to do to build a Better America . 

Above all else we must give Better Education to our children . 

Everybody knows we need to do this. And every dollar 1.re invest 

in education ~<rill come back tenf'old . There is no such thing as an 

expenditure for education. 
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There is such a thing as an investment in education . An 

investment f'or your sons and daughters, for your grandchildren, 

for your country ....• because education is power, education is 

wealth . 
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This means we must build more new schools ~or elementary, 

secondary and higher education And this Administration, the 

Kennedy- Johnson administration1 has enacted the most com~sive 

and ~ar-reaching program o~ Federal Aid to Education that this 

nation has ever known. 
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also are going to build a Healthier America . \o-le are 

going to do it by adding t o our health ~acilities, to our 

great medical institutions and by increasing the number o~ 

1>0cTo f\S 1 / ~~~ 
~trs:, dentist s11, nurses and laborator y technicians . We 

~R~~"'l>'Y\. oF- FBDer<.. ltL 
have made a start in this by enact ing the most ambitiousA ai 

t o medical schools in the ,: histor y o~ t his country . 
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~~have made a start with a massive pr ogram in the f ield 

of mental health and mental retardation . We Democrats can be . 

proud that the Kennedy-Johnson Admini stration has ~de the 

gr eatest advance in the fie ld of mental health and the first maj or 

attack on mental retardation by any country i n the history of the 

world . 

7- ;9-di ~ !'d#,C~-
This is a good beginning~re this year is through we 

<t 11WI4A•-ty ~ 
are going to provide ~better h?spital care at much lower cost 

for our elderly . We are going t o have a program of Medicare so 

that when someone at the age of 60 or 65 needs hospital care and 

'-..__He.. Dc&sfJJY ~H."', Y>~ s-e~..-~ 
nursing home care ~have to declare nmfflvs a pauper 

to get it. 
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/_;we are going to build better roads, provide better transportation 

and improve our ports . We need more roads for our gr owing 

population . We need better airports as we enter th1s supersonic 

- cV.; ~~&----nv-L -<--U~~ 
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We need Better Houses. We haven ' t even scratched the 

surface of the housing possibilities of this country . We need 

to make sure that every American has a decent home in which t o 

4~--"'~-A~A>t:;:::-~~-~ live . "'/·-,._.-ri ?£///~~.« ( I 
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We are going to build better cities . The cities of yesterday 

are not built for the life of today . We are going to have to 

-v/VI:bv ~ 
clean out the w~ole -~ of many cities, clean out their fringes 

and rebuild them .-~~ r>-~~ 
~........--.-\ L,)JvU:iQ_~ 

~ -~1~ 

11- -
My friends, we are going to build a Better America . vle are 

going to give the American people the means and the opportunity 

to secure the better things of life for themselves and their 

children _. 



~The richest nation in the world can ' t arrord unemployment . 

The richest nation in the world can't arrord pockets or poverty 

and periods or economic recession . 

1~ 

i s to our advantage ... to everyone' s advantage ... t o the 

nation ' s advantage to have everyone in this country aspiring to 

live a better lire and to reach a little higher on the ladder and 

have better economic opportunities and more social justice . 



J. 

( 
That is what we are tal king about when we are working .for 

Tt-+-lto r- r --

I want to say a word to you about building a better .America . ·-

I lmow that when I am talking to Democrats I am talking to 

t he right people . Democrats are bui lders . And this country needs 
~ -



and President Kennedy the New Frontier . 

Administration, the President was asked . 

(£~ 

~And President Johnson in a quiet and humble way said in 

thoughtful and restrained terrns-- 11All I seek to do as President 
~ =:~--~-

of the United States is to gi ve our people a Better Deal . 11 

:f).pY 
~ is the promise we Democrats are going to take to the people 

this fall. (j;MJ{J)f~~~ l-W-;,1.!~~' 
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