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HUMPHREY URGES CHURCH GROUPS TO STAY MOBILIZED
TO LEAD IN EXPANDING FRONTIERS OF OPPORTUNITY

Senate Majority Whip Hubert H. Humphrey (D-Minn.)
sald today that church groups shouid stay mobilizea after
the Civil Rights Bill is passed so they can lead the second
stage in the struggle for equal rights.

"We are improving the Civil Rights Bill and will pass
it soon," he assured the American Baptist Convention in
Atlantic City. "This will completé the first step in the
fight for equal rights." | |

After that, Humphrey said, he hoped religious leaders
would take the initiative and lead their communities in
"expanding the frontiers of opportunity for all Americans'

"We still need your help in taking that second step,"
he said. '"Wherever you live there will be vital work to
do."

The work of developing community feeling sympathetic
to equal rights in all areas--including jobs, housing and
voting--will fall largely to religious groups, Humphrey
said, because the problem essentially is a moral one.

"If you and others like you do your work well then
we shall move quickly toward that highly desirable state
of voluntary compliance with the principles of civil
rights," he said.

"No one welcomes a future in which the United States
would be torn by continuation of the conflict that has
existed."

Humphrey said the most important development in the
past year in American public life has been active partici-
pation of spiritual leaders of all faiths in the civil
rights struggle.
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"This is the new margin of strength," he said. '"And
I want to tell you we are the luckiest people in the world
that this has happened because too often people‘that should
give leadership to a movement like this hesitate to do so--
professional people, business people, people in the middle
income brackets."

When religious, business and professional leaders
decline to participate in movements of this kind, Humphrey
said, groups made up of extremists, or even Communists,
have a chance to come in and take over.

"But instead of the Communists being able to take over
the civil rights movement--even though they nibble at it
and they try to infiltrate it--the civii rights movement to
date has a guiding spirit from the churches, ffom the
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish faiths," he said.

Humphrey said the position taken by the Catholic
Church on school desegregation in the South took spiritual
couragge that set the pattern.

"Then the National Council of Churches and then, of
course, the Rabbinical groups, the Jewish groups have
always had a close identity with these problems of minorities
and of discrimination and intolerance."

Humphrey urged the Baptist leaders to do all they
can to persuade the Senate to come to a vote on the Civil
Rights Bill.

"Some of these men may even oppose the bill, I don't
care," he said. "The immediate issue is to gzive the
Senate the right to vote .... given that opportunity I am
confident of the outcome."
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I come to you today with good news. We are improving { ’
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the Civil Rights Bill and we will pass it....and we are
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going to pass it soon. This will complete the first step
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in a long, difficult struggle.
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The fight was waged by you and other religious bodies
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durlng the past few months and it has been magnlflcent

T

/\I can tell you t!ﬁ/ as floor manager for this bilil/.,

we could not have come this far without you.
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American life has been the M participation of %—

spiritual leaders of all faiths in the civil rights
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koo often people that should give

leadership to a movement like this hesitate to do so
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professional people, business people, people in the middle
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income brackets. When these people decline to take part

extremists or Communists have a chance to come in

and take over.
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But instead of the ACcmmmnists being able to take

over the civil rights movement - even though they nibble
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at it and @ try to infiltrate it - the civil rights
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movement to date has Wguiding spirit from the
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churches, from the Protestant, Catholic and Jewish faiths
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But I urge you not to let up. I urge you to remain
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mobilized even afber the

m#ou must move on to take the lead in the

second stage in our fight for civil rights /,\ %




du#‘;;gm now planning how you will

lead your communities in expanding the frontiers of
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opportunity for all Americans. You must think about working

on & day-to-day basis, using your influence where people

work, where they play, and where they worship. You
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must do your part to insure that the Lord's light

shines on all our people - white or Negro - and that we
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all can have an equal chance in this great land of

freedom.
T

Alf you - and others like you - do your work well,

then we shall move '@tow&rd that highly desirable

state of voluntary compliance with the principles of

civil rights./ No one welcomes a future in which the
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United States would be stirred indefinitely by continuation

of the conflict that has existed.
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e Golden Rule in thGOSpel o}

./ The Golden Rule exemplifies what we are

-

attempting to do in this Civil Rights legislation - and

later in our communities - "to do unto others as you

R
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would have them do unto you."
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The reason why you and all the other American religious
bodies have been asked to carry so much of the burden
in this great crusade for human rights is that the

struggle essentially is a moral one.
il
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work of developing community feeling sympathetic to

equal rights for all - and that includes an end to

discrimination in jobs, using, voting and all the

rest - %ﬂhﬁe eiafous leaders. w
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./g? some extent, K progress will come as Negroes themselves
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effectively exercise some of their rights - particularly
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the right to vote. I read the other night about a Negro
e .

businessman who was recognized as a leader in helping his
assocliates enjoy a fuller range of citizenship in their
community. Asked about his relationships with community
leaders, many of whom were white, he said - "You can

‘—%
negotiate in an atmosphere of friendliness if you have

the votes." r¥ght Ae A 1
——— e T




« 8 =

We also have to do something about the lack of
jobs, adequate housing and educational opportunity for
Negroes. We have to cope with these economic problems

at the same time we work for equal opportunity and humean
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dignity for all our citizens.;gzzzﬁéfNégro comedian
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«
Dick Gregorg{saﬂL it doesn't matter much if you can sit

at a lunch counter if you don't have a dime for a cup of
coffee.q

This problem also is illustrated by the words of a
1ittle Negro girl who was asked on a television show what
her 1ife ambition was.

Do you know what she said?

She said - "I want to marry a man with a job."
S
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The most marvelous thing she could think of for her
future was not to marry a doctor, a lawyer, or even an
astronaut...but simply a man with a job. I think that\

story tells us better than statistics why President :i
—

Johnson's war on poverty is a vital part of the whole
B | ay—

civil rights struggle.
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The immediate task at hand is getting a good

Civil Rights Bill through Congress and on the President's

-

desk. I urge you to put your hearts and your prayers to

work now on persuading the Senate to let this matter

come to a vote. OSome of these men may even oppose the CLEE&;;L
— Z

22: The immediate issue 1s to glve the
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Senate the right to vote. Given that opportunity I am

confident of the outcome.
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