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INTERVIEW WITH SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
October 31, 1963

Barron: Can you tell us the neme of the town you grew
up 1In and what you recollect sbout it?

D oseasd
Humphrey: Well, I grew up in the town of Dedssen, South
Dakota. Of course, I was born in a town by the name of
Wallace, South Dakota, It was a much smaller town, Dolton
being the large metropolitan area of abotit 600 people
at that time, as I recall. And my bikthplace, Wallace,
being of about 100 people. So theme were both very, very

in
small town, out mf the prarielands of South Dakota.

Jeand_ SPiNK

Bedben, South Dakota was located in Spay County, in a

rather flat land areg, It was served by the Chicago

Northwestern Railread, I recall, There was a little

Qoldad

spur line that used to go out to Podben, and up to

Relacd

Groton, South Dakota. Groton was a traditional enemy of Belben,
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Page 2-Humphrey, Reel 1
the field,
on football, that is, at the high school level., You asked
me about what kind of 8.cecescse
Barron: «oetown, What did it look like, Many streets?

Humphrey: Yes, well Bodben was a very, as I indicated,

very small t «» It had one main street, as I recall,

the main street was one hiock long. On one end of the |

block, there wes a series of elevators, because it was

in a wheat-growing country. There was the old farmers!
. 5§ =t S il

elevator, I remember. A man by the name of Bert Ewing
2 s s

e e

ran one of the big elevators and the Ewing family were

—

our next door neighbors. They were just across the street,

The whole city, the whole town, I suppose, wouldn't be
T

over, oh, fifteen or g;;;gggﬁglocks, maybe twenty bloeks,

from north to south. The residentiasl area was practically
SO PR DY BSOS

\:1ght up on Main Street.| I can remember, as a little

0y, running from one end of that town to the other) I

BROADCAST COPY



Page 3-Hamphreyy Reel 1

could run all the way home, for example, from my=-from

P ———

the_grgde_gqpqpl_ﬁg!_to_ggg_gggggﬁig_the south part of

e

—_—

town, as you recall 1t, so there wasn't too long s stretch.

Cut alongside of the town,ﬂlhlx-xxhl were a cpiiple of hills.,
{.-' e 1 — e

I used to think they were terribly big. IN fact, we used

to have a cave at the top of one of these hills that

e e —

we could have all sorts of imaginary activitdées there.

I couldd T remember so well the older boys used to

frighten we younger boys by getting the skulls of a cow

that had died in the pasture, or a horse skull, and hang-

ing over phe edge of the cave, and have us little gyys

inside there, and making all kinds of wierd noisea!h Actualyy,

what it was, was just an old gravel pit that had been dug

out at the side for a cave, But in the wintertime, we

used to go sliding, and we used to have our sleds and

come sliding down, and there was a little creek at the

BROADCAST COPY



Page l-Humphrey, Reel 1

bottom of the hill and we used to go skating on that creeh.
This was a great thrill for me, I can remember., But

I went back, years later, and I lokked arcund and I won=-

g e

dered what happened to the hill, It seemed to have just

sort of bkown awaey. There was just a slight rése in the

terrain, yet that area used to look to me like it was a

mountain when I was a little boy,

Barron: Was it a pleasant, drowsy, or bustling place?
Humphrey: Oh, we used to think it was really some place.

As a matter of fact, I don't know if I've described it

too well at that. There were many fine homes, and I mean

goqq houses in this town., Well built, I can remember

them bery, very well., I remember the neames of the Debrie
femily, for example. The.. Mr., Brown, who was the pres-

ident of the State Bank, end Mr, Gross, who was the pres-

ident of the Secy£1§1_§§g§g_§ggg:__;ygy liv ed right near
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us. There were_ghg_ﬂanxhua&te-fam&ly,hnh4_§gg£g_gggg___
: ' <
many wonderful, wonderful people that lived there, The

( Doctor Sherwood and Doctor Wood, who were very good
physicians. They were general practitioners., Dr. Sher-

wood wes &...when you deseribed Dolton, if you didn't

describe Dr. Sherwood, you were yust miss one of the most

beautiful parts of the town, He was a real country T) af]
doctor. I cen remember his old Dodge car that he used ﬁ
to drive around in. And he was the family doector, He

used to preseribe out Fof our drug store, And I cdn

see him behind the presecription case coming in, £filling

up those little vials that he carried in his medical kit,

going an 4 filling them up with pills, My father never

paid any attention to him at all, He just went ahead and

did his own refills for his medical kit., He was the

Sunday School superintendent. He was the family doctor,
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Theh there was Mr, Risky. I can remember him and Mr,
Scogmole., These were the all very fine families and fine
homes, I'm trying to convey to you that the quality

of constructbon was good. There was one little area in
the town, up on the north side of the railroad tracks,

in the east part of town, where people of lower, some
lower income would, had lived. And, well, they were less

fortunate, one might say.

But interestingly enough, as the years went by, the

sons and daughters of those people became very success=-

ful. We didn't haveeny class dissiwmtiem distinction,

you know, or anything like that, around town. Everybody

was just people. There wass a little Methodist church to

whioh we belonged, and then there was the Catholie church.

Those were the only two religions., I remember there was
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at

at least one Jewish family in town. Mr., Schraider is his
neme, as I recall 1t, very close friend of my father's,

He ran a general store, And his son was- his family were
good friendw of ours., I cen remember being at their home,

Sq;ghen you describe the community it was a cummunity of

genuine friendship, warmth, but there was a spark about

it. For examjle, the busineasmen got togetherm and built

———

a hotel. It was ond of the best hotels in the run. All
and when I say on the run, I mean on the hikhway. People
wohld come and stay there, rather than go to Watertown

or to Aberdeen, which were the big cities. They were
10,000&@ aof , or Huron, of 10,000, or Aberdeen of twelve

or 15,000 in those days.

My father was on the committee to raise the money for that
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ho

hotel, and he was on the committee to buy the furniture,
and it was really wuite fancy. The lobby was fine,

About fifty bedroomx hotel, It had a wonderful restaurant,

I used to be veyy proud of that hotel,

There were fine, modern garages, I remember one of the
garages on one end of town where they sold, oh, let
me see now, Chevrolets., And then the Kitsman Brothers

had the Ford garage. They're still there, I think.

Barron: Could you tell us about the feeling of close-
A

ness and ldentification in that town?

ol

Humphrey: Yes, in the..in our town of Bedben, you did

know each person as if they were a member of your family,

You knew everybody. I mean,you Jjust had to know everybody.
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There weren't too many madmix to lmow. You not only

knew the people in town, you knew everybody that lived

around the town, All the,.well, the farm families that
D T

lived around the town., So, you knew them in church. In
fact, the main activitdes that you had in a town of this
size were the activities related to the school or to the
church that you belonged to., Or to the business club,

Or to one of the lodges, like the..the Rebeccas of the

Oddfellows or the Eastern Star or the Masons or the

Knights of Columbus, Those were the activities..they

were fraternasl orders, You Jjust knew people as neighbors

and as friends andin our business, my father being the

druggist, he knew them as customers, And you just knew

everybody. You knew the grandmother and the grandfather,,

—

and you knew the mother and the father, EEE_EEgg_phe

cousind and the children, So that it was as if ,.if anyone

—
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was 111, of course you knew about it, If anyone was in

trouble, you knew about that, If anybody got out of
line, you knew about that, Tt was a..very intimete, very f‘éL

close, intimate relationship., Wonderful, wonderful, in

fact, 1t's very nice, I think it had a great effect upon

me in terms of my polities. I like to know pebpleL_;L,

don't like to think of people in the mags, In fachd, I

think the word 'mass' is a rather ugly worit, Tt relates,

it should relate, primarilyk to a pharmmcy- a pill mass-

e —

out of which you can create a little pill, But we knew

people as individuals. And I oftén thougEE_ggl_;gﬁlgter

—

years, of how Impressed I was with each of the individuals.

I can remember each of these people and each of these fam=-

1liesvas 1f they were a seperate flower, or a plant, or

2.

something very beautiful or something very distincé, I

can recall their real differences. You got to know them

I |
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:?r what they were, and what they wanted to be as well a&s

what they were,.and what they..and how they acted at the

time, So I :?EE? it very, very good. I suppose some

people would say-well, you Just knww too much about every-
body. There was no privacy. Well, there was great privacy.
There was privacy in the matters about whieh you needed
privacy. But when there was sickness,.when there was
sickness in the community, people knew about 1t and

people were concerned. There wasn't just & funeral., There
was sorrow in the families and in the neighbors when some-
one passed away. When there was a new baby, there was

Joy, and you just knew about it. I guess it was my good
fortune, to live in a ..in a communlty where there was

lots of civiec activity., We created a little park, for
example, I can remember that park distinctly. It was

right on the end of the street, right by the post office,
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at thet time, Since then, the post office is changed,
It's over on another corner, But at that time, when I
Colard_
was 8 little boy in Dedben, South Dakota, there was a
little, ol@ wooden post office that faced to the south
and it looked very much like a western town Fpost offfce
that you see in the television. You know, the angle
roof, and the front would go gp high. It was single
story, and you'd go on into that post office and there'd
be those little postal boxes with the dial on them, and
you'd have your.,like opening a vault. And of course,
you could always mail the letters on the weekend. ?he
door would be open, But right across that street was a
park, with a faagpole, and in that park , they tried to

ralse fJowers in it, and they planéed some trees, It

was a memorial park to the veterans of World War I. And

Just south of tle e park was the ..,was the railroad station,
-r—“--____.—-_._-——'-"_'_'_‘———-—-—-_.__________ —
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Many is the nlght I went down to the railroad station,
«

E—

anl would mai%_lettera on the train as itwent on through

to the West, because you could always drop the letters

in the train slot, There was aX slot on the..on the
mail car that you could drop the letters in, 4&nd then
I used to know the .. some of the men that ran there..
that were on the postal car..post office car., W,'d gext

to know them by name. And I remember also, that train

iy

would come in about six o'cloek at night, and on that
train I'd get the newspaper at T was to sell for the

weekend, And I sold The Chicago-Herald Examiner, It was

a Sunday paper that used to come Xjx in on Thursday. I
guess they had qwu alities of prophecy. They'd prophesied
the news mfm for Sunday. And the ice cream that my father
| used to buy for the soda fountain would come in on that

| train from Watertown, from tha Langenfeld Ice Cream Co.

BROADCAST COPY



ffge 14 -Humphrey, Reel 1

Ahd then the morning train would come in from the West
andthe ice cream would come in fromthe Hopkin's Dairy Co.
in Redfield. And they used to come in Xk in these big
tubs, woodenkt tubs, packed with ice, and then the five=
gallon container of ice cream would be in like, a cap=-
sule, And many is the time I've gone down to pick wup

L}hat iece cream in the cart.

Barron: Was the train coming in an event fjor you?

Tell us.

Humphrey: &s I said, it was the Chicago NUrthwestern,

il e

We even had a spur track or you gpgwmgygx_ggglg‘have

that little tunervélle train, so to spealt, that would go

north up to Turton and 6onde and up to Groton. That

was about 4O miles, It used to seem to me 1like it was

ever
sbout as far as ahybody could go, to go 4O miles, And

—_— = —
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that train didn't run too often, but at least it was there.

But the main train was the train that came ixhm in at

o~

East
night from the Ress. , yes, from the East going West,

and the train that caeme in in the morning from the West

that was going into Watertown, The main terminals were

Watertown, South Dakota and Redfield, They were the big
towns., Redfield was the County seat in Spink County.,.

Twenty~-two miles from Doland. That was quite a trip,

Barron: Did you ever get on a train? Tell us about it,

Humphrey: Oh, yes., I..I really almost hesitate to tell
this lest Jit start something up that shouldn't be atart-

ed., But when I was a down axdd

Jump freights as they were coming through. And right

alongside df the railroad tracks, just south of the depot
— e
= L
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. l1tself-this old depoéx, by the way, had that sandy, that
\
\

kind of sandy covering on the outside, the sort of red-
dish maroon, you know-rough. And the platform was thid

! hard plank, xheem it was always a lot of slivers in it.
Whenever you'd run down barefooted, which we generally
did, you'd come out with those great big slivers in your

% feet, And we'd go jumping acmross those tracks and on
the other side, as I sald, south of the depot, there were..
there was the lumber yard. And the lumber yard sold coal
as well, and sold sand, so that when the frains would
come through, the freight trains, many of them would
come right alongside the lumber yard, so they could park
their...their..their box cars and unload the lumber, you
see, Or unload the sand., Well, once in a while, while

/

they were shifting trains, getting the cars together on

these spur tracks, why us kids would go down there, we kids
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would go down there and we'd jump on the box cars, while
:the steam locomotive was pulling the cars, and then we'd
| jump off the moving train into the sand pit. Or into,
\the you know, into the .. well, into the sand pit that

was alongside of the lumberyard,
B#tron: Did you as a child ever think that some day you

wpuld get ¢gn that train and leave? Or was this out Fof

your thoughts?

Humphrey: No, no, I used to think about thate I can

remember standing at the depot... I cen remember stand-

— /

ing at the depot in Doland and looking down the track.

e —————————

P i
You can see down the track in Doland:/ outh Dakota, clear

to Raymond, which wes about nine miles, on a clear day.

Or to Franifort, which was about twelve or thirteen

e i

miles to thewest., It wggh!pgt so flat, that you could

BROADCAST COPY



>

Page 18~Humphrey, Reel 1

see the tracks just fade out of existence. They'd start

out with this..you know, two tracks, and all at once
they'd fade inot the distance into just one track, So,

I can remember very well, wanting to get on a train, and

travel long distances. Amd to me, a long distance at that

time, I used to think-if I could just get a whance to go

to Minneapolis, that was like the end of the world, so to

speak. You know, that would be really big, And I remem=

ber, as a little boy, getting on the train in Doland

and travelling to Gettysburk, South Dakota, I was about
eleven years old, as I re@call, and I had a cousin there,
eleven or twelve. My cousin at Gettysburg, was a chap

by the mame of Bob Thurn, He now lives out in Sacremento,
California. He's a lawyer out there, His father ran a
clothing store. And Bob used to think I was quite a

guye I was a little older than Bob. And when I got to..

when I got on the trainat Doland to go to Gettysburg, I
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couldn't find my ticket, and I can remember this so wedl,
because I had everything out of my pocket, everything out
of my little sultcase, I was looking all,.through every
piece of clothing I had and I couldn't find my ticket,
And about two months later, I saw & Rockwell cover on
the Saturday Evening Post, of a kid who was on a little
train, just like this, sitting in one of those green ..
you know, green seats that these old traindxy had, look=
ing for his ticket., A freckled faced kid, and I ygsed

to have a lot of freckles, and I often wondered if the
artist wasn't on that train, later on, because I could
just see myself there in that miserasble mess, Well, I
got on the train., Tha t was a long trip. One hundred
miles, way out West, Almost right out, almost to the

Missouri River. That seemed like a fantastie trip to

take alone, So I did have as a dream, though, really as

& childhood dream to get on the train and go to Minnespolis,
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and I made it, I remember that my father and I drove as
far as Watertown by car, Watertown, South Dakota. ?hat
was fifty miles, ebout fifty or fifty-one miles from
Doland, on a gravel road. We had a model#A sedan. This
was in the winter, esnd Dad left the cer at Watertown, and
we got on the M and St, I., The Minneapolis and St. Lohis
Rellway. And went from Watertown f£o Minneapolis...on that
train. And I'11l n ever forget it, That was the longent
ride, it was terrific, I can remember getting off the
train in Minneapolis, I remember going to the Andrews
Hotel in Minneapolis., I remember spending all of my time
looking for fire wagons., And saw two or three big fire
wagons, you know, fire engined coming down and putting
out fires. That was the great..wes the great wxperience
When I was Mayor of Minnespolis, many years later, I

went on that same route back from Minneapolis to Watertown,
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as the guest speaker in Watertown on the M and St. L.

The only thing is, this time that I went in the presidént
of the rallroad's private car. It was & little better,
might I add, than the first trip that I made gon that,.

on that train, So_JI remember that,,dresmbng sbout the

train. Ewery kid likes trains, I mean, e
day, and we resally had them in those daysm, you know,

Barron: Can you tell us about your house, room, street?

Humphrey: Yes. I can tell you about our house. We
really had in Doland, and that's the community I speak

of now., I don't remember too much of ouk house in
Wellace, South Dakota, because I was Just so little there.

About four or five years old when we left there. But in_

foland we lived in theee houses, during the fifteen years

BROADCAST COPY



Pege 22-Humphrey, Reel 1

or so that we llved in Doland. | But the main house, the

one that was most importent xhm to me was the house that

we lived in from the day that I was about five years of

age, until I was about eighteen. And that house was in

the south part of the city. It was & very wonderful

house, Tt's still oJ And it's a fine home, even to
this day. But I rémember it so well, %lmk then, because

it was a sort of a square, boxy type of house, two stories,

rather more than two atories with a high roof and a big
o e T ————— &

back porch that was screened 1n‘ggd“gl§aaad_in+}_ﬁf

course, the glass windows, you had to put in. I mean,

they're like storm windows. And underneath the pereh,

I can remember, you could walk, And behind the house was

a big garage, and I can remember just as plain as day,

it was a one story garage, but very large, with a cement

floor, and alongside of the garage was a,.2 gas pump,
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with a gas tank. Boy, we were really fancy..in this house,

This gas pump, was I guess, the way that people mammthat
were livin' it up in those days, could show that they had
really made it. Dad bought this house from the man

from whom he had purchased the drug store. He bought the

house and the firug store, together...in about 1916,.}115

or '16, There was also, this house.,this gerage was a

two-car garage., We never had-two-ears, but we -had a two=

car garage. And there was, alongside our house, coming

in from the street, you sortxm of had a little elevation,
and then there was a platform, like a loading dock, almost,
1t was sort of like a carport in a mbdern community. Oh,
and concretex, and that went all the way back to the garage,

so that you could drive right into the garage and drive

out. And behind the garage, there was sort of a tool

house, whichlater m& on we made into a chicken coop.
et hies <Rk s el
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because my grandfather used to give me chickens, and I'd

brihg t hose chiokenww—bewth

those chickens, I'll get around to telling you about

that, sometime, Then_back of the garage, way backg to

the alley was an orchard. I used to think it wes a very

blg orchard. In fact, it was a rather small orchard, but

—

ixxwaxx there were plum trees, and apple trees, amd cherry

trees, and then alongside the orchard wes a garden. And
R

I pemember the gardenk so well, because our congressman,
whose name was Royal Johnson, from Aberdeen, South Dakota,
he used to send us free garden seeds. And I would plant
my garden seeds out there, And mother had strawberries,
and we used to I ve currant, currant bushes. And she
used to make currant Jekly, apple jelly, plum Jelly,
cherry jelly. We had all kinds of trees in the back,

&nd alongside of our house, were big cottonwoods. I re-
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member one of the cottonwood trees was right along side
of the carport, whepe the landing would be, where you
could drive the cer up. And my brother used to elimb

up in that tree, and I'd climb up in it. We'd get into

& scrap, once in a while, and I remember one time he fell
down. I don't know whetker he broke his leg or not, but
he fell out of the kree. The front km of the house, we
had a very nice porch on it, screened-in porch, You'd
have to wallk up several steps to get into that front.

And lnside, the houde had hardwood floors, oak floors,

It was two-story., I remember the kitchen very well.

In fact, it's on the northwess corner of the house, And

upstairs were the Hedrooms, and we had a nice bathroom.

I can remember the bathroom very well, I can remember
thet you, the water closet, you'd had to pull the chain,
you know, it was one of those..we were quite fancy in

those days=-and I can remember mother and ded's bedroom,

because on the ceiling, it had some fancy decorations,
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&nd thhre was, in the dining room, I can remember that,
T T == -

also, there was some bluebird kind of decoration, there.
e —— - = -_-x—_‘___'_"_‘“——-——__

So I remember this house, I used to think it was the

g R

finest house in town. It was really, juat sbout, too.
Pl — . — “_________-————_.______._.___________________—‘

In fact, later ony in life, . dreamt of it many times.

It's a peculiar thing, how that house would leave a pro-

found impression on you.

Barron: Tell us about that dremm.

Hi rey: It's very vague, but the fact that I have
dreamed of it, it would come into my memory and I would
see the rooms, and I remember obr bedrpom, where my
brother and I slept. He had that thing wired like i1t was
andx electricaa laboratory., He was alwaysmakingradios.

He bullt the forst crystal zamt set in town. And I
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think, the first radiol I used to finance him out of my
paper sales, but he was the engineer, so to speak. And

I can remember that room so well, and Iife dreamed of it,

e e W o e gy st

I've dreemt of it later on., I also esn remmember, as I
sald, the room where my father and mother.. snd the furn-
iture, I mean the bedroom furniture. I can remember,

it was a kind of.,,.white, enameled, but wood. I'm try-
ing to..it's more like an off-white, furniture, and sope
of that furniture we still have, to this day. We have,
for example, the marble-top dressers, that aee VeIrYaeeo

they're antiques now, they're very nice

Barron: When you had this dream, was it a happy feeling?

Humphrey: Wonderful., There were nothing but heappy mem-

ories about _this.-hemes I remember the girl that used to
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work for us, We called her Happy. And I don't remember
her last neme now, but I can remember her very, very well,
I remember how good she was to us, and how much trouble
One
we used to cause her, m time I had s birthday party for
all of my.. I invited all my young friends in., I was
supposed to have sbout six, accprdbng to the story I've
heerd about it, but I had thirty, before it was through.
My mother had gone to visit some mamix relativers, and she
had left Happy to kind of take care of the birthday party,
and our girl, the lady working for us, didn't get the
food on fast enough to satisfy my young friends. And in
the meantime, they'd been working the orchard over, eat-
ing the plums, or not easting the plums, it was too early,
but climbing Mhe trees, I should say, which used to cause
great concern. And finally, when they didn't geit the

lunch soon enougheeeeoecesss
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Well, yes, my father was a druggist and a very active 1}f7
dgggg;st, an active civic leader, He was mayomrof our

town. He was on Xthe city council., He was a very well
respected citizen, somewhat controversial because of his

outspoken attitudes, Hma_g_g_e;mma;__in,a__\aep“ubl:ggag___

area, In fact, I think he:ﬁga.oge of five in the whold
Eﬂﬁﬂ' Bfit people liked him, and he was a very warm and
likable and gregarious, friendly, outgoing person, always
full of laughter, and yet a good business man, Very att-
entive to his family and to his customers, andjfithout J*;
8 doubt the real inspiration in my life, there isn't, I

mean this is, was, and econtinues to be the inspiration

of my life,

.......

Actually, we had to work such long_hoyyq in the store,

——— e ——y
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that it was 1lik your home and business gnd social cen-

e ——————

ter, We,.,when Ix say we, because I literally grew up, I IJf
|

was born above a drug store, and I've said many times, !
\.

P

raised inside of one, We opened the store at seven 6'
clock in the morning, and I don't recall, well, a single
night that we closed up before twelve,,., at eleven thirty

twelve o'elock, but generally twelve o'eclock. A4nd they

- g

were long hohyg?.thgt was the way that_zfp yfﬁ_yo do it.
The..my father was a good merchant. He was a very modern
merchant at all times, he wes an innovator, He understood
display. His store was interestingly merchandised, By
that, there were open displays, long before people had
open displays. He didn't pnt everything behind glass,
covered up. He got it out in the open, At that time we
had a Rexall drug store, and I can see now, those 1litil e,
small display tebles, three legged, with the kind of

octogon sides, and we'd pile up thelr Clenso toothpaste,
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or mouthwash, and we used to sell Art-Style chocolates.
My father sold Mother's Day chocolated, He got a prize
for selling so much Mother's Day chocolates., We'd take
orders, we'd sbart taking orders in the winter for
Mother's Day chocolates, We sent Mother's Day choco-
lates in metal boxes to countries in Furope, South
America, everbody that came through. I remember we sold
@ pound one for a doolar and & half and shipped it., And
we'd have them stacked up in the drug store flive, six
hundred, thousand pounds of chocolates out of this little
town and then mail them., I can remember filling out the
little Emmk blanks,as a little BE¥X..seyoung boy. In
this store my father always had a big inventory. My
mother used to argue with Dad about that, He.,the drug
store came first, And he said to me many times-now listen

son, you can't make a living without merchandise. The
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customer that comes here and asks for domething ma that
we don{t have is & customer you won't see agsin. So
he'd carry a big..carry a big inventory. Plus the fact
he used to tell me also, when he had an inventory he knew
what he had, He didn't believe in having too much cash
in the bank., He wante d to have the goods on the shelf,
and the property, the land, the property, the tangible
had assets., Now we also had a soda fountain in this
drug store, And that soda fountain was the center of
considerable social asctivity, We had not only a soda
fountain, but in the backj of the drug store we had an
lce cream parlor., I don't know if you fellows have ever
seen an lce cream parlor, But an lce cream parlor in
those days..we had a real fancy one, We had French-type

windows, you know, these,..kind of laced windows, and
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i1t was a...polished-type oak front. And in badk of it
there were these little tables with mirrors on the side.
The wall..I can still see them, There were four tables
on each wall and then we'd have at least a half a dozen
center tables that could be moved around, We_served..
ice cream sodas, you know, and all the soft drinks, and
back in that room at night, my dad would sit down with
the local lawyer, His name was Zarniecky. And Mr,

Zarnicky and Dad were good personal friends...And Mr,
e ———— T —— T —

B ———

Risky, and Dr., Sherwood, they'd sit back and discus

-

everything.l In fact, I could sgy, that, I don't believe

in all my life I ever heard better discussions about
politieal and acononicPisauea-thsn~I-heard~aﬂ-a-bﬂ’~in
Doland!Squth_Dakotn:\ I have attended two or three good

' universithes and there hasn't been a professor that I

haveknown that could hold a candle to Wix2 these people,
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Barron: Where did you sit during these discussions?

Hunphrey: Oh, I was just sort of listening, you know,
Dad would be talking to Reverend Hebdt, who was the Meith-
odist minister, or he'd be talking toe.esse0ne of the sales=
men that came through that might be very well informed

on something, ;p_ygsugoggggggj;pgi__Ehgngthx,ggntﬁf-
sation, TRey drew each other out, The'd tallt about -
gye?ything. They'd listen to the radio progrems, They'd
xx listen kmxkha in those days to Father Couglin,..was
Yust getting started. And then there'd be Harry Emerson,
Fosdiek, and Dr, Cgdwell, I believe his name was, another
one of these Sunday speakers,..was a famous minister,
Protestant minister. They'd read boolis. We had a good
library inzamxhm our home and these books would be dis-

cussed., And Paul Brown, the ban&ier, would come down, and
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Mr, Gross, Fred Gross, the other baniier, would come in,
Al Payne, who was the postmaster, came on in, They had

quite a discussion.

Barron: What did you get from these conversations as

a child?

Humphrey: Well, as & child, I fouhd these disdussions to
be ..very..intriguing, interesting, and I can remember that
I would km attempt to write into editorials for the local
newspaper for the column, for the high school, called

High School Pep, Hiscopeps H=l=gwgewo=p=e-p, And I've
looked over some of those articles later on, and I dis=-
cussed xhix The St, Lawrence Waterway, and the problems

of youth, and taxes, and money. I guess I gleaned up

enough just to show that I didn't know much what I was
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talking about, But it surely gave me an interest, an;

it made me willing to want to look into these subjects
ﬁggwfo,atudxwthem. As I know, when I went to the Univer-
sity later on, these were the topics that were discussed
in that store, and at ouk home, and much of this went on
at home, too, These were the topics that I wanted to dis=
cuss when I .. and dtudy when I went to the Unéversity.,

To find out more about. I think that that experience

in Poland, Soutlj Dakota really was the,..seed of 1earningh
for me, It gave me the desire to learn., And I tried to
tell you, and I'vg\ﬁfied to tg}l others, that ;Byg never
imown a community in which there were as many interesting,
intelligent, alive, controversial, exeiting people, per
square block. Now there weren't. too.mgny people, but

what were there, the people that were there, they were

ugjusual, They really were. They were diffawxmmkyx gifted
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and talented people., They loved good music, and we used
to have good music come to town. My dad used to bring
it , as a matter of fach., He sold Edison phonographs,
And he had artists come in, I remember, as a boy, he'd
have the Edison phonograph up on the atage Fof the Opera
House, or they used to call it the Opera House, you know,
You know, of the theatre, and then he’d have the artist,
the Edison phonograph, this beautiful, big console would
be.. had been,.it used to.. 1t had a déamond needle, and
my father had a little truck, in which he used to put
these phonographs, on a little kikd of & crib, and he'd
take them out after he'd sold one, and on the side..the
outside of the box, on this little trailer, he had the
Edison phonograph, the phonograph with the soul, I re-
member that. And it really was a marvelous machine. He'd
when they'd had these demonstrations in the Opera House,

now going back to that, they'd have the phonograph play-
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ing a number, and then they'd have the artist alongside
the phonograph, and they'd sBurn the lights off, and then
they'd ask the audience-is this the phonograph or is

this the artist. Because the volce was true. 4nd I re=-
member that very distinctly. I remember that they used
to bring lectures to the church and to the high school.
These were events, you know, these were big events, Every-
body used to attend. So that you really got intellectual
ferment, of a limited type, I might add. Nevertheless,

a lot of thés, as I said, went on in a business place,
Because business was not just selling mercandise, it waQ

getting to know your customers]

Barron: Could you tell us about working in the store,

and the kind of jobs you had to do?

H rey: Well, I..yes, I did begin working very early.
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in the drug store, but really it wasn't so much work

as 1t was that my father just dedided to have me near

him, I asked Dad about that many years later. I said-
how in the world did you put up with all of us kids

around the store? Well, he said~I had one or two choices,
Hubert., He sald-I either had #to put up with you around
the store, or just not have you around at all, because

I had to work so long. Nowadays, you know, it's diffi-
cult, Fathers that are working in corporations or here

in the government, or in factoktes, in the big cities,
you cant have your children around., You can't have..if

I had them around up to the Capitel, they'd call it
nepotism, you know, I'd have a write-up in the local paper
saybng that Senator Humphrey has his family in his office.
Ttds almost like it's a crime. Nowaday....in those days

it was the right thing to do, it was the moral thing to do.
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It was the good thing to do, The father was to be ciose
to his children. This is one Bf the great lossed today.
Really, it's a tragedy. The young people of today dog't
have any opportunity to get work experience with the
apprenticeship with their father, but I did. T remember
EEgg;LJﬂULJLléxtlaftoilou, I don't know how old it'd be,
maybe #2éght years of age or 80, my QQQ_dQEEHQQTgowhygg

& good time for me to learn how .to do dishes behind the

soda fountain g,maw“pap,fm&mmdm..mggm

comes, and I couldn't reach the spigot, you know, for the

e e .

sode water,.seltzer water, so he built 8.rack,. that was
gbout four inchés high, about three or four inches high
behind. I.guess it made it easier to clean behind there,

too. And then, when I stood on that rack, I could reach

up there andwgotwthat_and~mmkahnanaﬂcnla,_snd-nnos_hag;,
and ice cream s9§g§;ﬂandﬂlqnoallyagetwtOHbU"prutty“500&—
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et a soda fountaln, And as & matter of fact, I think

N R s A T T

I was the best around.the country. My father used to

tell me that all the time which made me work a little

taught
harder., When I was sbout qlpgeg,xgaggwgftggg,_he Imkax 72

(41
o

me how to take inventory., I remember d{?ﬁ;gc?ly, there
was a ,.,where the preseription department was in the gtore,
then, back alongside of that was a little alley, so to
speak, that went down back, oh, say, twenty-five feet,

80 you could go down fo the basement, and in that area
would be what we callx the propletary drugs, old products
like Lydia Pincum's compounds, you knowTanalac, Peruna,
the Vicks Vapo-Rub, ete., the trade-name drugs. And Dad
seld to me-Well, son, it 's time for you to learn how to
take inventory, because every year we had to find out
about how much merchandise we pad. And he gave me the

Minneapolis Drug Company Blue Book. I can see it right

BROADCAST COPY



Page lj2-Humphrey, Reel 2

now, s I'm talking to you. A blue bood with white
letters-The Minnespolis Drug Company, and in there was

the list of all the items that you ..that we bought..
'cause @e bought from the Minneapolis Drug Company or

the Jewitt Drug Company, in Aberdeen. And ell I had tp

do was Bolook up on the shelf, and I could look up there
and count-let's say~twelve bottles of Vécks~Vapo=Rub,

And had somebody faidied to put the cost on there, and we
had a code for our cost, which I was taught. That code
told us & lot of things, themonth in which we bought it,
the year in which we bought it, and what the wholesale
price was, But all I needed to do, if that wasn't on
there, was to look into the drug catalogue and find

Bicks Vapo-Rub, and as I recall, it was sbout 23¢ a bottle,
wholesale. Then I'd put down ten or twelve bottles, what-

ever the number was, Vicks Vapo-Rub, at 23 and take it out,

BROADCAST COPY



Page l3~-Humphrey, Reel 2

you see, I mean twelve times 23. Agjd this I was taught
to do as a boy in my...about eleven or twelve years of
age, And we used to start taking inventory every jpear
after Christmas. And I can remember many a New Year's

e ik i S ETR

night that I didn't get out at al},_bpgause"fe_yanted to
finish our inventory as quickly as possible. And that
was the time, of course, that you learned & lot about
merchandising. Cleaning up ypur merchandisse. Cleaning
out the shelves., Getting your old merchandise up front,
so th&t you sold that first, and I learned as a boy how
to really take care of merchandise, and was taught by my

father that you could lose an awflul lot of money if you

didn't take care of th&i merchandise.

Barronb As & child, did you resent being in the store

all the time?

BROADCAST COPY



Page lli-Humphrey, Reel 2

\ dru
Humphrey: No, as I child, I preferred béing in th;)store
most of the time, I had normal desires of getting outside
and my dad was very understanding with that. As a matter
of fact, I think he felt it was good businéss to. Be-
cause I used to organize a baseball team, and Dad would
furnish a couple of pallons of rpotbeer, you know, for
that team, when we'd go out and gractice in the afternoon.
I cen see those old metal buckets, But we used bto sell
all the kids baseball bats..and baseball,.and we..Wright
and Ditson and Reach, R=e-a~c~h, I remember the Reach
athletic goods, And I used to go swimming . We didn't
work all the time, I mean, obviously, I had & lot of free
time, because I used to go swimming, and when I was in
high school I was en the basketball team, the track teem,
and tle e foothall team, the debate team, but many a night

I would have to work, I mwan, after I got through with the
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sports activities at school, I'd come back, have my dinner,
I'd come back and work in the store for two or three
'hgurs. A3so, Dad used to have a little multi..multi-
greph machine, a multigraph, B This little printing
press. And I used to set type for that multigrapg
machine, because he used to send out letters, oh, all
around the trade territory, with a little catalogue, At
least once a month, or oftener than that. I can still
see how we used to set those,.those,..those letters up.,

I see that..it was a boiler kind of a cylinder, and you
would slip the type right in the grooves, and it looked
Just like a typewritten letter., And you could run it off

by the hundreds, by the hand crenk, #&nd I used to do that.

Barron: Looking back = dddssd today, what did youl take

with you of value? What has endured?
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Humphrey: Looking back over my experience in the drug

store, I find many things that I took out from that ex-
: e
(L
perience that have been of great help to me., First of

all, Tlearned how to serve the public. I was taught how
to serve the pmblic. And taughtrespect for the publie,
This 13_1nvaluab1e for you, in public life, in politicel
11fe});; lemrned, also, a good desl about business. The
better part of business, as well as Just business, My
father was an active ecivie leadwe, and he was also a faire
ly good business man, But he was more of s man, and more
of a father, and more of a civic man than he was Just a
business man., He wasn't just interested in the dollar,

He was & church man, he was as I said, on the dity council
in the city government, he was a good friend to lots of

people, He was sort of a eeWell, you know, in a town the

size of Doland, thedruggist was a kikd of s doctor, druggist,
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Father confessor, little bit bf everything, and people
liked him, So I took away from that aen@ understending
of costs of business, apprecliation for work, also the
fact that yqu have responsibility. You'rek supposed to
keep 1t and fulfill it. I can remember a particular ex-
perience of Where & lady bmagh brought in a prescription,
one time, to have it filled, and I forgot to tell my
father, And when she came back, the prescription wasn'T
filled, and my father took me aside, after it was all taken
care of, and he got me aside, and he said-I wamtm to tell
thing,
you somekklgmx young man, when you're left here alone=-
he'd been away for supper, we didn't call it dinner, we
called it supper, He'd gone home for supper and I was
there, I remember, and this prescription was brought in.

I forgot to tell myxfaxkax him about 1t, and he said to

me-When you're here alone, and you're taking care pf the

BROADCAST COPY



Page l8-Humphrey, Reel 2

store, I place & lot of responsibility in you. Youk are
the manager, when I'm away. I was just a little fellow

then, He'd gone home for just a few minutes to eat-and

responsibility
youre supposed to take mmmxpmxmxihkXiyyx, you're not a boy,

you're & man now, when you're left here, in charge. And
of course, that was a great honor to me, that my father
would trust me enough to leave me in charge of thmat store,
even for the twenty or thirty minutes that he went home
to eat. I can remember distinetly, when he took a trip
to Minneapolis one time, and he called me aside and said,
Now you're Spencer's right-hand-man, Spencer Nash was our
chief clerk in our atore, at the time, I mean, he was my
father's assistant, or my father's clerk, And he made me
feel, Dad had a way of making me £xaa feel that I was £
very important. He would,.I'd overhear him say to the

salesmen, you know, my son Hubert, he knows every pilede
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of merchandise im this store., Boy, I'd want to know
more about it then. Or-he's the best duster, I used to
dust a lot and clean. You had to in Dskota, and I never,
and even to this day, khx take a..whatever I take out of
the store, I can't stand dust. The dust storms, that later
on came, and that perddd, just gets on..it left an im=
pression on me that is..I'm sure, a bit neurotic, be-
cause I just don't lite dirt, just don't like dust. So

= tock away from the store, not-just these little things,

;‘:bpﬁ_g_raqgaqt for peopley-a respect.for.work, 8 respect
forﬁPEiipgas. I saw what business people had to go throughf
And T learned such simple little things, as just a little
bit about-hookkeeping,. that. you could lose money and you
could make money. I learnequa.}%ttle bit about the care

of the merchandise that 1B_antrustad,to”you.“.That“tpég

was a trust, this wasn't just a plaything. But more than
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anything else, I took away the memory of wonderful frlends.

Barron: Tell us something about your ¢wn products.

Humphrey: Yes, I had my own products. I was a newspaper
boy. Ihgsgg to sell newspapers and magazines. I sold hhe
Minneapolis Tribune, Minneapolis Journal, Denver Post,

The St, Paul Dispatch, The St, Paul Piomeer Press, The
Milwaukee Centinal, and the Chicago Herald Examiner, I
even sold the Chicago Ledger once, I remember, I also

had the Curtiss Publishing Company mapazines, at one time,
The Ladies!' Hme Journal and Country Gentlemen, Saturday
Evening Post-it seems to me like there was another one.

I also sold a boy scout magazine..youth magazind, of some

kind. Then my father had the regular mageszine business.

Barron: How did you pick these up, carry them around,
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how much money did you make?

Humphrey: well, these maga...the newspapers used to be..

I used to.pick-ﬁhommupva$ the post office or at the
reilroad atation, Once in a while, I'd forget to do it

on time, and my dad would remind me that the papers were
wailting down there. Then at the fery front of the store
there was a sor t of a board rack on the floor, right under
the magazine rack, where we'd pile up the different papers.
Now I had all these kinds of papers because I would absorb
my competltibon, Ever so often, some young fellow in town,
would decide hexwamkd wanted to sell newspapers. And-I
sterted doing this when I was about six years of age, I

should add. I used ¢o carry them-arounf-in-a.wagon,.at

first, 'cause I couldn't carry them in a paper bag, I was

too small, And every time I'd get a little competition
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and I could remember that my friendCharlie Riley, one time,
a8 young boyfriend of mine, was going to sell magazines @And
newspapers, and I'd step up my activity, I'd give better
servicep proving that competition does make people get

out and dig. And then I remember, one time, that a boy
by the mame of Charlie Muck, Jimmie Muck, his fathera was
in the garage business. He was going to sell newspapers.
And I figured-he shouldn't be in the newspaper business
what does he know about that. So K'd o on out and work

a little harder and I'd absorb his newspaper,.he sold the
Milwaukee Centinal, which was real competition, might I
add, to the Chlcago-Herald Examiner. I should point out
to you that I never knew how many papers.I. was-going-to
geg_,because the Chicago#Herald Examiner in those days,
would send me any number of papees, becaude they were on

a8 circulation promotion drive, and I had-to order, let's

BROADCAST COPY



Page 53-Humphrey, Reel 2

say, seventy Bunday papers, I might get 250 or 300, They'd
Juat come in by the barrel.,the bales. But I could always

clip out the little corner and get credit for it. I used
tom..those papers used $o cost me 7¢ and I'd get a dime,

I used to make 3¢ on each paper., But I ran my competition
out of business, a real competitor, or I'd absorb themn,

buy them out, aftelr a while., And so I really had-sort

of & monopoly on the newspaper business around town. And

I'd carry them around in a big newspaper bggj‘ppdslung

over my shoulder, and they could hear me from one end of
town to another, I've never been short of a good voice,

a loid one, at least. -And my mother used to tell me that

she could xxgx always tell where I was by hearing me holler

out all the papers and I'd scream bloody murder, you know,

hollering out the papers--Chicago-Herald Examiner, Minne

x eapolis Tribune, and I'd give all these different names
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papers, and so the people would know, Well, most of the
paper selling was done at night, despbte the fact that ¢
I weeked all day, occasionally sneaking away, I might
adde I remember, one time I went to a birthdayk party
and forgot all about selling the papers and when I came
back to the store, my father got a hold of me and saide
What are you going to do with these newspapers? 4nd I
had gotten into a fight that afternoon, with one of my
friends, and was scratched up a little bit, and he said
you better get out in the street, or you're going tb look
worse than that, So I went out and immediately sold all

those newspapers,
Another time or two, not only a time or two, I'm sure,

qulte often, I never confessed this before, but I used

to sneak off and get up into the movée., They only had
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movies on Saturday nights, you know, and I'd sneak in sbout

& helf hour of that, that meant I'd have to work much

harder. But I did a pretty good business a lot of the

timesg because, th?re was a road constrquiqnmcrew Work=-

ing, travelling the reads. I wamt to mention that to

yoﬁ, and thgﬁ used to..they didn't have..well they didn't
teams teams

have trucks, at first, they had kxsmmZ, mule izmmx and

dump wagons, and many of them were colored, ?his was the

first time I ever saw Negroes, And I used to‘sg out"ffﬁgr

school every nlght,.and r;dg.oqtlpn_those truok.,notuqyery

night, but many nights, and ride on those dk@x dump trucks,

with the Negro drivara, and when they'd come to town

after they got paid on Saturday, they'd come to the local

pool hall, And the local pool.hall had billiard tables

and pool tables and Hams Rop. Hams pop. I cen atill see

e TV ]

those pop.bottles. ., and. I loved cream.pop.and strawberry

PoP. And my mother.was-quite-a-proper. woman, you know,
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and when she'd come uptown about seven o'clock at night,

to do her shopping, here'd be all these fine Negro felloes,
you know, and theyk@ knew me real well, and they'd be
hollerin' at me and I'd be walkin' around with them, and
Mom thaought that this was kind of peculiar, that she
didn't really like it, that her son was Just mixin' wp
with what we Mid-westerners » at that time, would have
cdassified at that time, as just common laborers, you see,
strangers, too, But they were my friends, and whenever

I was in a jam on sellin! newspapers, these fellows'd buy
two or three, you know, fhey'd just sort of clean me o ut,
so I'd have a good record for the day. I remember very,
very well, and they were delightful people, and they'd

always buy me pop, too. So I84d clean out real good.

I want to tell you about the magazine business, because
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this shows how you can over-expand., ?hia is a lesson
that one ought to learn, I was doing very well in the
newspaper business . I1I'd make anywhere from four to five
dollars a week selling magazines,..newspapers., I8d keep
my money in one of these little ice cecream cartons., You
kmow, a e¢ircular, cylindggj-zhhular ice cream cartons
with the cap on it. And I was makin' pretty good meoney,
as for a young fellow at that time, I bought all my own
clothes from the day that I was about twelve years of
age, until I went to codlege, and even after that, I
bought my Fown overcoat, my own suit, because I would
save up my money from the newspapers, Well, I looked

at those magazines up there, and I'd think my dad was
makin' too much money off thosw magazines, that it would
be a good idea if I went into the magazine business, Now

he used to caution me about tlis, sayin' if you do this
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you gotta watech 1t, because your returns have to be in
every week, If you tear the cover off of a magazine that
you didn't sell, you have one week to get that cover back
to the company, to get credit. 'Cause if you laid it up
two weeks, you didn't get credét. That meant you really
had to wateh 1t every week., Weal, now, I had to watch

my newspapers, too, becausex I also got credit for any
newspapers I didn't sell., I could return, you see, a
little corner, showing that I hadn't sold it, to the company,
and they'd credit me with that, 'cause they were all on
this eirculation drive, at the time., So I byy out my
father's magazine business, he'd inventory them out to
me. I remember one time I paid him over §50 for his mag=-
azines, They were mine now, I had the newspapers, and
the magazines. Well, I proceeded to lose about $100

in about three months on the magazines 'cause I just
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kept too busy with 6o many ectimities. And I can remem=-
ber there was the Argosy magazine, and there was the Blue
Book, and the Red Book and all these different kimds, and

I dldn't tear off the covdrs soon emough.

Barron: Why did you work so hard?

Humphrey: Well, T don't know,..I never figured-that out. -
Just did. I mgaq_yggpg:;;gggguﬁgg,unxmthgxghqun!t much
else to do and out o8 thet.Il.sort of enjoyed it. I was
around the store.. just worked.I Sometimes ymmx used to
wonder, myself, now that you've mentioned it, why I didn't
get & vacation, occasionally, Aregular vacation., Because
the minister's son gsed to get one., Julian Hart, he was
my good friend and he still is, by the way. He's up at

Yale, He's a fine professor of Philosophy and Theology

there., And he used ot get vecations and I used.-to.wonder
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once in & while why we didn't have. them.. But my father

was not very strong on vacations, He thought.that that

was sort of a wastex of time. Mother used to get one,/////
and take my sisters, and occasbonally took me, I8m sure.

I'm su?e_l I#ad more. vacations than I new recall, but I
didn'{ think I had very many then. But I liked to..

you know, liked to sell the magazines and the papers, be-
cause 1t gave me independence, Opened up my own bank
account, Securlty State Bank., REmember that very well,

I had my checking account,.T start@d writyng =hkx checks
when I was ten years old, much to the chagrin of-I should
say-and much 6o the unhappiness of the local banker, because
when I'd go across to the restaurant, Lovelesses Restsurant
across the street, I'd have a ham sandwich and & glass of
mllk, 1t'd be 15¢, I'd write a check for 15¢, [|I remember

I had an overdraft a couple of times, scared me half to
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death. I was gonna go to jail., But I had a checking
account and a savings account. But the chécking account
was the main ac count for my newspapers, 'cause I used

tom pay all of my accounts by check, end I still have

my ledger where I'd keep the record of how many pagers

came 1in each week, aWd how many I sold, and how much

money I deposited in the bank. I'm not sure, bub I do
believe I have some of those cencelled checks someplace,

But I can remember the poor banker, her must have thought
that he had something else to do but to pick up those

25¢ and 15¢ cYecks. But I was independent,.you.know, I
copld_go to the State Basketball Tournament. on my own

money, and the State Fair onmmy own money. Then my Brother,
Ralph, would gyp me out of a little of it, every so often...
by some of his fancy deals. A little badckmail here and
there, and talking me out of money for his radios that he

recall
had. I cen xamsmbax one time that my father told me if I
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practiced the piano every day while he was gone to Calif-
ornia, to see his mother who was very ill, he was going

to be gone about six weekdk and when I came back, he'd
give me & portable phonographx which I had my eye on, I
wanted that phonograph, oh, how I wanted it., So I prace
ticed the piano one hour every day. When Daddy camé@ back,
he kept his work., He gave me the portable phonograph,

One day I missed the portable phonograph, and finally

I find it downtown at Hubins Barbershop and Electrical
Supply Store., My brother, Ra}ph had traded in the portable
phonograph for a test,.for & tube for his radlo, And it
wasn't his phonograph, he just traded it in. He needed

8 tube, and I suppose that I had been doing something,
like maybe smokin' Kewbags or somethin! and he's gonna,..
he thrwatened me, He'd say - 1f you don't do this, why

I'm gonna do somethin' else to you, yoh know, Wedl, then
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he'd sell me things for my money, most of which wesn't
very good. Now he's a pretty decent fellow, I've always
been a 1little suspicious of him since, I've told him.

But T remember, when I'd go up to see my grendfather, my
brother, Ralph, he didn't care mueh for the relatives,

at that time, so he..he wes very independent. So he'd

be workin' on the farm, instead of the drug store., And
he now of course, operates the store, but then he earned
more monsy workin' on the farm. And the..when I8d go up
to see @grandma and Grandad, I'd come home with about a...
maybe a &ilver dollar, Grandpa always used to have silver
dollars., WeBd get home in that old Saxon car, a kind of
touring car, about midnight, I'd be dead tired. I wes

Just a little kid, maybe one o'clock in the morning, and

I'd elimb up..go u

Yo my room and Ralph would be there.

e e e i S
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and then my brother W&¥XA Ralph, he'd have a big, he had

@ big beg of marbles, I remember it, he had s big bag of

marbles, and it had..it was in a chamois bag, you know,

a leatherish type of bag, and in that big bag there was

a marble shooter, that was terrific. A glassie. It was

ssblg as a silver dollar add bigger in diameter and I

loved that merble and he had all kinds of other glassies,
where

I don't know whmikax he got these marbles, but they were

the best marbles I'd ever seen. And I used to want those

marbled wibh a passion. When I'd be so tired, I was

just a little guy, and my brother would say=-I'11 tell

you what I'1l do. I'll sedl you all the marbles for a

dollar., So I'd buy the marbles., This would be about

two O'clock in the morning. And then he'd have & flash-

light, and he'd say-Now let's play Jack in the bush, they

used to call &t. And that would be..you'd put so many
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marbles in your hand and you'd zhmmk shake X 'em, TYhen
you'd guess how many wes in there. And every time you'd..
1f you didn't guess right, you'd had to pay him the number
of marbles whieh you guessed wrohge And I'd get so sleepy,
by the time the night was through, he'd have the dollar

and the marbles,.back.

Reel 3

Barron: Tell us sbout the four legged animals that your

drug store catered to,

Humphrey: Yes, our drug store was more than Just an aver-
age drug store, you must remember, it was 4n a rural
community, and the customers, were for the most part, farm
people, because we lived in s very productive part of the

state of Sohth Dakota at khat time...a8 number of farm
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families, My father&, had in his store, a department,
which stlll exists to this day, in our present store, only
much larger now, a vgtinary department, vetinary supply.
Now, how did we get into that and how did he get into

that business? Well the answer is, out of sheer necessity.
Dad's business life was Rilled with many uncertainties.
Fotﬂqxgmplo, many people today forget that in 1922, there
was 8 severe ?ggessiqp,__Iq 1926, the banks in Soqth Qggota
g%} cbhagd thgir doors, taking whet little money in cap~-
ital that we had, so that it wasn't as if the twenties
were the glorious and happy twentiew that you read sbout

so much, fhe twenties, with the wxception of a few years,
were rather difficult ones. And it was in the early 1920's

that Dad, out of sheer necessity, because of losses of

- merchandise and bank failures, and so forth, and losses

on credit-you know, we used o charge things to people,
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credit.. and people were alweys responsible and paid

their bills-but they coudn't after a while, and we had

to find new ways of keeping in business, So Dad took

up selling vetinary suppliea. He also took some training-

I've forgotten now, just wherey in how to vaccinate cattle

an d hogs and chickens. And he opened up almost a new

area of pharmaceutical business or pharmacy business,

And T remember he told me about it because he said he

made a little report to the South Dakota Pharmaceutical

Associatiom one time, and he saigd that wes the mistake,

blg mistake, 'cause he said he immediately had competition

after that..after he told them how sueccessful he had been,
Anthrax

But Dad put in hog @bllery serum, for example , KNHXEKAKNXE

vacclne, hemorrhagic septicemia vaccine for different,,.

for cattle and sheep, different types of vaceine for

chickens. But also we had all kinds of eechemicals, see,
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sssefor the animaels and the poultry. He used to sell
Pratt's baby chick food by the hundreds and hundreds of
pounds, thousands of pounds. We used to sellCreaso Dips..
that was used-one part of Creaso Dip to fifty parts of
water, You'd use this to dip the sheep, and the hogs

for body lice and for different skin diseases., So, I
sort of grew up in that atmosphere, too, knowing a little
bit sabout that. And I can remember that hog cholera, which
is still a very serious diseasse, in the rural areas, hog
producing areas, the corn hog areas, in those days you
knew so little about it, It was a very serious disease,

I can remember one farmer, some twenty miles south of
Dolend, I beliege his name was Feldman, ad I recall, who
lost several lundred hogs in one period of time, a week
or more, out of hog cholera. It just would decimate the

entire hog population, Well, Dad taught the farmers how
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to vacelnate their own hogs. There weren't many veserin-
arians around, and they were very, the farmere were not
doing too well. Prices had gone down and yet their mort-
geges were very heavy, and many of them had lost what \
little money they had in the banks, and insurance !
companies were foreclosing on farms., Now mind you, this
1s in the twenties, So Dad would teach farmers how to
vaccinate their hogs, and the way he'd do it, if they'd
buy the Bog chollery serum from us, he'd fo out on the
farm, and he would vaccinate the hogs Sor 10¢, And I
can remember tlsat I used to go with him after school.

My brother, Ralph, used to go with him some of the times,
but many times I went with Daddy. And we'd go out on

these farms and it was hard work, and I often wondered

how my dad could do 1t. But there'd be all these 1little
plgs and we'd give them, let's say, 25 cco's of hog chollery

the front
serum, You'd put that up in thafwmim legs, like under

Vit
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the armpits, and then you'd give two ¢'s of hog chollery
virus, and you'd put that Pight into the muscle in the
back. And Dad would show us how to do it, I did it
many times, many is the time that I vaccinated hogs with
him, and you'd take a sow, an old sow, and yould just
put a2 rope around her snout, or a plece 86 wire, and Just
tighten down on zm# it and flip her right over on her
back. And vaccinate the sow, the two or three hundred

pound sow,

Well, Dad taught farmers how to do this, and he used to
loen them, afterwards, the syringes. I used to have to
clean theme syringes back inthe prescription counter.

We had, of course, a sink, and soasked them in alcohol

and clean them and we'd have to put new rubbers in before

like the gaskets for the valves, and new tubes in, glass
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tubes, so that you couldsee the amount of hog chollery
serun that was in the syringe. Akd I can remember how

you could adjuat the little screw on the back so that you
could Jjust give 10 ce's or 20 ce's, whateveryoy wamted to,
And we had as many as & hundred sets of syringes that we
would rent out free, if you'd buy hog cho}lery serum from
Humphrey's we'd teach you how to vaccinate the pigs and
loan you the syringes free, My daddy had & contradt with
the Anchor Serum Company for a million cc's of hog chollery
serum a year, That was a lot of hog chollery serum for

a little town. And he'd..he got a better price that way,

h
on it. And I remember when Antrax struck the mwattle, and

in
that came am@ they drouth period, in one of the early

drouths, This came later on, years later, later on, too,

But the first 120! and it e
disease, And..the.reactionivthe cattle getit; &nd they
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generally get it from going too deep in thq arld soll and

e

getting down into the ground where there's some infection.

_ S—

And they get it up through their nostrils, and when they
start to get it, they bleed black, from the nostrils.
And they roll over, stiff-legged, and they're dead. And

G e SR -
they're just decimated (N®T CLEAR) the herds of caiile.

Father..Dad used to teach people how to take care of kheir
anim....cattle, that way. Then he'd even have what we'd
have, demonstrations in the store, in the back of the
store, where the farmers could come on in and he'd

show them how to ,..take care of their chickens, if they
root, for example, or if they had hogs with necroenteritis,
mhich was a kind of bowel infection, what you could use

to treat that, And he made many of his own medicinals,

He made many of his own preparations., And I used to

work with him in making those preparetions, and later on
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when I finished pharmacy school, we had what we called
we call Humphrey's Laboratories, They weren't-there wasn't
much of a laboratory, bat we made lsrge amounts ef poul try

and animal and hog preparations. So this was a very ime

——

portent part of our business, and by the way, it gave
) S—

me an insight into agriculture. I was on hundreds of

= . e B =——— .
i T — s A g s

farms, You could really see what farmern were up against.

Rt o = ——"

And T, leter on in the Senate, served on the Committee

of Agriculture and Forestry, I think I understood a lot

T

better, the problems of the farmer, because when we'd be

N s e et

out there, vaceinating the cattle ‘well, you know, they'd

R ——

talk about everything., They'd talk about the price of

—

wheat and oats and barley, They'd talk about thett mar--“

keting problems, They'd talk about their insurance coats,

their taxes, You got an aducation out in the, really out

——

———

in the barnyard. And there just isn't any substituse,

-
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for that. I don't care how much you read or what you do,

there's no substitute for 1t.

Barron: Could you deseribe your father, what he looked

like to you,as a child?

Humphrey: Well, he had dark hair, almoat.black hair, blue

eyes, and I remember him now, as.a child, I'm speaking

iy

of, when I was a boy, let's say-eight, nine, teh years

of age, or younger, I remember him_ggwggther slim, and

e T———

T e e v

quick of step, happy, always, ﬂe}}, really very good

looking, much better looking than either of his sons.

= = T e e e T

And really a very good looking man, and Dad .,.was not

—_— — e pT—

particularly athletic, as such, but he was light of step,
let's put it that way. WQuick, alery, I remember,as a

young man, he smoked. I remember that, because the reason

BROADCAST COPY



Page 75-Humphrey, Reel 3

I remember that, is becausem I remember when he ghit,

Verp well, I remember exactly how he did it and when he
made up his mind. He yYsed to smoke Camelx cigarettes.

I remember, he told me, if you're going to smoke, smoke

a good cigarette, He was & Camel fan, Well, I smoked

later on, a lot, but I didn't agree with him on cigarettes,
much, And I quit, too., But I remember thet Dad, ad he
grew a little older and ,.when, let8s say, when I was a
boy, like in the high school level, he put on a little
welght, I guess I have some of his smme characteristics.

We tend to get a little pot, if you don't watch,

Barron: Was he big to you? Did you want to be cuddled

by him?

H

Hi rey: ©6h, yes, veyy much so. Dédka;wayg sggqu liae_g_

very strong end big man to me.. Andas far as affection,
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was concerned, our agfection was..or our relationships
were less physical, than they were in a sense, ,.oh,

the good word, the cheerful note, the happiness of being
around him. In otherwords, he was a pal, real friend,

"_"ﬂ.__..__.....____________. ———c—
you know., You'd just like to talk to him, you could talk

—

to him about almest anything. He always hhd a good story

e = s o T

to tell you. Of course, I remember more of thés in his
later years, when I was let's say, in my latem teens or

my early twénties, DBut even as a young boy, even as s
young boy, I can remember that one of the things I re-
mémber of my father was how much respect othera people

had for him, even though he was controversial on many
issues. But, for example, he was a Sunday School teacher,..
for the men's class, And people came from miles around

to hear him. He had a terrific, big class. My father

didn't take his religion essily, lightly, let's put it
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this wag, He,.,we lived in a small town, We hma attended
church, my mother was much more churchy than Dad was...
in the early days, as I remember them., My mother was,
you might say, more orthodox, and Dad was much more of a
free thinker, He read all, he read everything. He'd read
the different kinds of books. He read Bob Ingersoll, and
the Books of Mormon, and the..he'd read everything. And
Mother was brought up in a much more strict #énvironment,
as a child, and so she used to wonder just a little bit
if Dad wasn't just a little too radical about these things.
But when Dad decided that he wanted to be a churchman,

he was a good one, I saw my father become a member of the

church, I saw him baptized in his faith. And I remem-

———— e P S

ber 1t distinetly, I remember when my father décided to
really take gn active par® in church activities. Now this

left a real impression on me, because this was an act
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of falth, and yet, he was never on e of these people who
went around admonishing others. I told many people that
Dad never once in his life told me what time to go to bed,
He was not negative, but he surely used to tell me what
time to get up. He was the best getter-upper in town,
and there's a lesson there, in that, that I don't think
I've done very well about that lesson in my life, bubk in

a very real sense, he always used the character, and not
so much the stick, you see, Even though I'd receive pun=-
ishment from him, particularly if I was unkind to my

mother,

Barron: Did he read to you a lot?

Humphrey: Oh, yes, poetry..my father read to me a great

deal. He had time for that. This is something else thay
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hzxuxxdxka these days I wonder about., That we don't seem
—— ___,_,-———-..______‘.‘n_‘—‘.

to have time for people any more., As a boy, Sunday was

a real family dayl We'd have Sunday School, church, and

—— e

then we'd always have Sunday dinner at home, and Mother

was a wonderful cook., I can still see the good food.

And then we'd have compeny. And Dad would..as I grew along,
let's aay, in high school age or eighth grade and on up,

he would read a great deal sbout Lincoln and Jefferson,
Woodrow Wilson was his hero. And my brother and I used

to buy Dad bocks for Christmam on Woodrew Wilson., A,d

he'd read to me about that,.he would read poetry, he liked
poetry. He'd read Walt Hh%tman's material, Emerson, I

can remember that very well, Henry Wadsworth Bongfellow,

poetry, Edger Gueat, yes, the kind of people's poet.

—————

He_igzgg_ﬁﬁgﬁ;gg‘ end then we'd listen to the redio a
great deal, and argue about everything, We'd argue about

everything, poor Mother., She was & wonderful mother and
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kept a good home for us and was alwags good about having
people in, and all that sort of théng. And marvelous
cook, and best in town, just terrifie., But nobody, hard-
ly remembered what we were eating, because Dad'd have a
full scaleconversation golng on, or argument, at practi-
cally every meal, Everybody had a chance to discuss
things. I mean, he'd really just drew you out on these

»

things, We always had company, too. o here was & man

that wes rather rich, I would say, in personaliyy. Rich

in a sense of getting other people to-talk to him, work

with him,and,.

Barron: Tell us about this utility fight that your Dad

got into.

Humphrey: Well, my father got into a real struggle over the
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local utility. When Dad was the mayor of this town, the

Northern States Power, yes, no, Northwestern Public Service

Company at Huron, South Dekota had offered to buy the local

municipal power plant., Now this local municipal power
plant was the pride of at least a portion of the citizenry.
I can remember it very well, I remember the engineer,
Charlie Bowsley, and Mr, Davis, The gtility, I don't want
to be unkind to them, or unfair, because things change

now as life goes on, but as I recall it ath that time,

my dad was the mayor of the wown, and the Northwestern
Publice Service Company had been into the town telling the
people that=-if you'll sell that utility to us, we'll give
you new street lights and cheaper ratee, and, oh, all
kinds of behefits. And my dad, they had a big mass meet=~
ing, after a whlle, and Dad resisted this. He saild the

utility was a municipally owned plantprovided good electrical
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service, and that this company, once it got the muniecipal
plant out of business, that these promises wouldn't be
kept. *®nd it was a very bitter fight, because there was
real hostility stirred up « And I was a young fellow,

and & bo¥ scout, I remember, Aqd I_ga@ peen out-overnight

hika, on a weakend, Saturday, or Friday night, and I re-

e - Sr— —

member coming into town on Saturday morning, and I went

to Thompaon's Butqhgr_ﬁhop to pick up some weiners, hot

dogs. And Mr, Thompson 1n there sald=-your dad almost got

beaten up last night. ABd I ﬂaidiwhat do you mean? And

e e

he sasid-well, tley were going to take after him with e¢lubs,
because he..there was a big mass meéting up at the theatre,
the Opera House, and your dad was there demanding that hhe
people keep the municipal power plant., And there were

to

others that wanted mk have the plant sold. Well, the up=~

shot of it was that the company was gonna get the plant
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for nothing, Just limterally, nothing, in order to give
the pwople better street lights and better rates and
better electrical service, according to their claim, Dad
I believe, if my memory is correct, compelled them to pay
sizeable
a x&zak¥m sum for the plant, something like $25,000, and
sign certain contracts to give good service., It was &
very, very kanxm tenze period, Dad was not really liked
at that time by many of the people because he stood his
ground and he fought back, They actually, the company
actually hired away the engineers, and my dad got in his
car and drove upto Aberdeen and picked up a mechanic by
the name of Mr, Davis and brought himdown and...to run
the power plant. They thought they would get the power
plant by no service, you know, just break down, Now I

remember this, primarily, because of whak other people

told me., 8And I can remember later on, when I had been
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elecéed Mayor of Minneapolis, in the 1945. I went back

to Doland, South Dakota in the 1946 period or '47., One

of the old citizens there seid to me-he ssid-well Hubert,
your dad was right, He said-I was against him at the time,
but your dad was right. He said-we never got those street
lights , and we didn't get all the thhpgs tlat had been
promised to us. But he..Dad wasn't so much just for publie
power, as such. We didn't debate that issue in those

days, 1t's just that this mq was his..this was their ﬁower
plant, to give them good swevice, and he thought they

ought to have it., And he stood up add fought them, even

though he was a business man, I might adda&, that my dad ng A
f*iﬂh
never ran away from polities. He never felt that pmkddk 3
polities hurt his business, and what's more, I don't think i
he really ceredl He, for example, in 1928, in the commun- N
n

ity that was essentially Protestant, and when religious
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intolerance was quite high, my father was for Al Smith
as President, and he was one of very few, in that area.

And I wamt to say that there's one thing I learned from

I —————
e R —re—r—

—— e T S —
]

my father and I wouldn't want to forget this for a mﬁmant,
was tole;énce; .I really, I've had peéﬁle ask mé;.you

o S Senator
know-how did you get interested in civil rights, Samzmimr
Humphrey? What did you reed and what inéerested you, as
iE,EE_fff3_3393~913~;9§91199E35l_95Sffip°' It had nothing
to do with that at all., I don't even know, I don't

even try to ...tc judge my interest in these matters,
from an lntellectual point of view, per say., I was,..

my dad and the community in which I lived as a boy just
taught me that you were supposed to be respectful of
people, Jjust people. It didn't make any difference

whether they were Catholics, or Jews, or Protestants or

whites or blacks. My dad, in particular, now not all
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were thls way, I want to say, becesuse many & small commun=-
i1ty 8s very intolerant. But Dad was a very, very tolerant
and understanding men., Much more than many of his, than
his fellow citizens, I won't say he was without pre judice,
don't misunderstand me, but I remember he used to say to

me such things as this-Remember, son, that ewery man, no
matter how poor he is, or what his station or condition

of 1ife, he has a friend , and maybe there's something

good about him, Look for it,

Barron: Can you tell us something sbout the school?

Humphrey: I hope I can remember it all, I don't remember

i1t iIn such detail, but I think I can do fafrly well, Our

school in Doland, South Dakota, was an independent school

districts And I want to emphasize that, because it wasn't

BROADCAST COPY



Page 87-Humphrey, Reel 3

a consolidated school, and it wasn't a country school,
It was an independent school district. And with its! own

school board. And we were very proud of it, Now so much
— m—

the physical plant, as the spirit of the school. As I've
seid, that the fownoihe whole 1ife of the town reyolyed
E{gﬁyd”FEidiggggigand the church that you belonged to add
the business institutiom that you may have patronized, and
the fraternal ofders. This was about the life of the citi=-

zen. And the school wes maybe, the center of this activity.

There was pride in the school. there were eight grades

"""“'Hn—_-«_.—_w.rmw

in the elememtary school, and four years of high school,
Th e high school and the elementary school were all in

the ssme building. 4And the school lot was gravel, aend,
and outside around there was some swings, there were some
swings and then there was this kind of a circular business

that you could get on and go around and around. There were,..
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kn the back of the school building there was a large
playground where you could play baseball. Just anopen
space, no trees, no landscaping, and leading up to the
school was a sidewalk, and when you=-it was a reddish

kind of brown-red brick building with big windows. You've
seen these buildings in small rural towns, Large windows,
maybe eight feet, or sim feet high, or more and sbout

fonr feet or three feet wide, iﬂere was the first and
second grade in one room, and the s#hird and fourth grade
in another room, the fiftha and sixth grade in another
room, and the seventh and eighth grade in another room,
Hourrooms on the main floor, not very imaginative, you
could.,.with & hallway, little hookd to hang up your clothes
as you went into eachof these rooms, and then the back
steps, going downstairs where there wa s the boys'! toilet
and the girls'! toilet, and there was the gymnasium in

the basememt, Later on, the gymnasium wasn't much of a gym,
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I might add, either, there wasn't much seating space,
even though we used to be & very athletiedally inclined
and very competitive, You could almost reach up at the..
when you.,.the high school seniors, and by jumping, touch
the ceiling, So 1t was a very low=-ceiling gym, with

little or no ventilation, I might add., But later on, in
about 2927, a new additbon was added to thés building,
ad@ed right on,Xand a rather modern addition, with an
sauditorium and gym and & big..and some classroomx space,
That was & very significant improvement, I might add, in

ofir community.

The high school in this..building I wes first describing,
this red brickish-type bullding, had an auditorium in

which all the freshmen, sophomores, juniors and deniors

B

\ sat, And then at the..tlere was a platform at the head of
‘H‘\‘_"““-—-—"“ eSS X
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the audltorium, where the principal would sit and kind

-“_""""‘--—_._..—--*-—"_‘__
of supervise us, and often that platform was a little

library. NOt too many books in it, but there was a little
and

. library im study room, and then there were a series of

ﬂ classrooms, I can remember ons,.two.,three, three of

fourcaassrooms, as I recall, That took care of all the

classrooms, When the.,.we had a bell system that bells

would ring between classed. We had a rather large hallway.

\\N,___,_._._.———-—"“’""""" e e L T

I used to think it was a large hallway, 1t wasn't so large.
And the superintendent's office was sort of like, you call,
on Bhe mezzanine floor, It was on the platform between
the..the..high school..ketween the grade school and the
high school, And in the bessememt, we had our laboratory,
our physics lab, with all..what little equipment we had

in those places. Excellent teavhers. I tell you, that I.

thought a great deal of our teachers., I suppose-there may-.
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have been one or two that weeen't as impressive or as
well, as meaningful to me as others. But I remember the
his name
very first Buperintendent of Schools we had sWxXXAENEd was
Voss. And the men thet i remember most distinectly as
superintendent was Guy W. Cook. A fine man, a vekeran
of World War I , he'd been gassed tn the war, I remember.
He slways had a little cough as a result of it. I can
remember so well, so many of my teachers. I remember Miss
Keenan, for example., It was my teacher, I think, in the
fifth and sixth grade. She was a very wonderful teacher.
Miss Ermine, was another teacher, oh, there were many of
them. I shouldn't mention names, because I811 forget them.
But in high school I had Miss Crouch and Miss Evansy who
is now Mrs, Webb, She lives up ih Aberdeen, and Irvin

Herther who was our coach, made a tremendous impression

on me,

Barron: What did you learn? Was 1t a good school?
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Humphrey: Yes. Well, I think a very good school in

—

the sense that we were expected to do well. We had vegy

simpls, diSert seubavk.” Wab Yo weshfuuisne,  Jundind
a glee club, Later on, a band. We had drama. High
school, senlor class play, junior class play. We had
an opera, I remember, I was Jack in the Beanstalk-I was
eightkh
Jack, when I was in the kaghkkh grade, or somethlng like
that. The local Methodist minister was the glant. ©So,
we had, you didn't have to be very good, I might say, ®o
be 1in the extrafcurricular activities, so you really got
a chance to participate, But I found out that..what I
lateyhonufougd put to be true, that there's baslc talent
in everbody, if you can just have a chance to use xk it.
You can really develop this talent, The trouble in some
of the big schools is thet young people don't have a

chance to develop the talent, because the good ones are

flushed out in a hurry. I mean, you find them by a
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screening process, and tle re isn't time to take care of
those that are less responsive, or less good. We had
mathematies courses, for example, my methematics was
algebra I, algebra LL, plane geometry, solid geometry,

a bit of trigonometry. I took four years of Latin, I

had general science. I had all kinds of history, four
years of English., Debate, declamation, oratory, very
haeavy on that, That school, well, when I was in the
school we were very active in all the debate tournaments,
won many of them, I was the district winner in the orstor-
lcal contest. I was on the debate kemm team. Very com-
petitive in sports, Footbkall, we had a football team and

a good one. 4And basketball, we played in the state basket-
ball tournament. We beat some of the large temms of bigger
towns, in basketball and football., And track teams, very

good track teams, you know, off and on. You don't have
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good years every year, but there was a real spirit., The
orange and black was our colors.,.school colors, d we
were calldd. the.Wheelers...as o basketball team, #nd I
can remember vividly, when we got our first good basket-
ball outfits, It was when I was a senior in high school,
end they were beautiful, with jackets and all, You know,
really great. I..I can remember when we lost the reglonal
basketball tournament. I remember we played Aberdeen,
South Dakota, and I was on the team, %nd Aberdeen was

a town of about 18,000 then, 15,0008, we were a town of
600, and we played them right up to the finals, We lost..
we were ahead of them one point at the half and lost by
one point., #A#&d they were terribly rough, you know, they
were bhg guys, we were smaller, I rememberdistinetly,

I can remember the track events, and by the way, I met

one of the fellows that I used to play football against,
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s
and runm in the track meets with him, from Wesxington,
South Dakota, out at San Francisco., He's with the

United States Navy now,
Barron: And did they put up signs around-Go, Whealers ¢

Humphrey: Oh, did they ever., And we had OUP 8Nescsces
| we put up digns around classes, and in the gym, wheee our
f rival, our big, historical rival, traditional rival, was

Clark, South Dakota, And we used to have the, you know,

-.....,___“__M__“-_

signs of ,.they were slmost vicious, Say, Knock 6ut Clark,
or we'd have the name of the player..Who's gonna get this
guy and so on and so on. Lots of pep., We had the

school cheers anq gcpopl qheerleqder, like_yegugpow, kiﬁs
do in school band, Wéjd_play very hard in these football.

games, ,we didn't have too many boys for the team, but.
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we'd do the best we ecould. And the coaches, there were

two coaches, I remember, Irvin Herther was the first

coach, and then Coach Ray White who succedded him. Both

of these men have made a real mark for themselfes 1n
education, and Mr, Herther really taught us hofi to he

real sportsmen and tough competitors, Agd Ray White just
didn't believe in losing. I remember he'd just take fellows
®¥ho had no more ability in football that the man in the
moon, as we say, but he would make that boy a football

player,

Barron: Mr, Herther tells a story about what you said

when asked what you wanted to be when you grew up. Yo

-

you remember that?

Humphrey: I think I said I wanted to be in the government,
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or something.
Barron: You said you wanted to be President.

Humphrey: I guess that's right, yes. Well, I don't
remember it too well. I think I remember,.Il don't recall
the..too well, what the story that my old professor and
the teacher, Irvin Herther says, but ﬂg_uerg_ggggd-wha;_
did we want to be when We grew up, when we were just
yoﬁngaters, and many of them, of course, reapondedas to
what they wanted to be, gp@ I am reported to have =xuE
_said-I wented to be President. Aijd the klds laughed at
me and I became yulte angry about it. I recall 1it,
primerily, because others have kEmim# reminded me sbout
it, I imagine, this is primarily true, bedause I've

been in politica &n my later years. But I..Iwas always

very keenly interested in politics. Even as a boy,
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and I remember very well,”thinking aPEEE_EEEEizgton, you
know, and thinking about the state capital, gpq'dreaming
about that sorsy of thing. I can remember that very
gisttnctly, and as a debater, and one that wamted to study
in that, in the social sciences we just used mk to call
them in history and geography, and coursed like that,

I wouldn't be a bit surprised but what I responded that

way to Mr, Herther.

Reel L

Barron: TYell us sbout the swimming hole.

Humphrey: Well, the swimming hole was outeeesI remember
there was & swimming hole out at Hanson's farm, about
four or five miles northeast of Doland. You had to

go by the cemetary, out by Hah's place, and you'd go on

out there. It was really just the sort of a wide spot in a
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creek, and the creek only flowed in May and June, and maybe
up to the first of July, and July and August the swimming
hole would become rather stagnant. And we generally quit
going swimming around in July when we couldn't stand the
smell any more, I mean the end of August... cpuldn't

stand the smell, but actually it was a sort of a shale
bottom. We had a home-made diving board out there, and

if you went out in June and early July, you really had
yourself quite a swim, If you went a little bit later,

you generally ended Xup with & little water and lota of

mud. But 1t was about the best that we had, and every-

body around town that was anything, you know, the boygf
we'd all go out to the swimming hole, We didn't bother
with bathing suilts,..tlere was no problem there at all,
Then we had Turtle Creek, that was seven miles mWEy west
of twown., The main problem there was that it wasn't very

deep, But at least, it was wet, part of the time,
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And that's sbout all. Thepe were no lakes right around
to go to unless you could get off with your folks...
We'd occasionally catch a ride, and we used to take ousk

bikes,

EX¥¥ I remember pheasant with much pleasure. In facé,
well, I tell my bogs asbout it now, because there were more
pheasants thah there were people, by a long shot. And
pheasant hunting wass just opening up as a great sport,
where the big people would participate, I remember when
the people used to come up on the train , the Chlecago
Northwestern, from Chicago, or in from Milwaukee, or

from Minnespolis, and they would come in &n private cars.
And they would look ,.like they were very rich. They

had good guns and just..reel hunting outfits. And as a

boy, I used to get the job, being the gulide..for these
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hunters, We could go out before school and shoot our
1imit in pheasants, any day. My father sold shotgun
gshell, too, during that season, He used to sell high
power shotgun shells., He bought them from the Federal
Certridge Company at Anoka, Minnesota. I mention this,
because, later on the man who was the head of the Federal
Certridge Company became & very gamma& close friend of mine,
primarily, because of my father, even though the president
of this company waes & Republicen and I was a Democrat,
These hunters that would come on in, they meeded somebody
to take mammxmf them out to a good cornfiedd or a..to make
errangements for a farm, and I was aveilable for that.

And I'd get es much as $3 a day to go on out as a gulde.
Phesant shooting was just natural. I mean 1t was..you'd

go out after school, or you could do 1t before school,.

Barron: What do you rememper, the colors, the crack of
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The bullet?

Humphrey: I can recall very vividly, when you went pheassnt
hunting in the Dakotes in those days, you would not only

had pheasants, but you had what we called Russian Thistles.
4nd they were prickly type of bulbous, kind of weed, about
as bilg arounfl as a large big balloon, or as big around as

a tire, and you'd have to walk througl patches of those

Russian thistles. The..lt was late Xjgx in the fall, it

-

was dusky, and the ground was usually herd, and it was
cold, the corn was harvested and we'd traipide through these
ol& cornfields and at the end of a field you'd have several
of your hunters, with guns, and we walked through the cornp
flelds and flush out the birds, and then the shootingwould
come like mass slaughter, These double barrel shotguns

blazing away, and some people even used ten guage guns,

BROADCAST COPY



-

Page 102-Humphrey, Reel L

I remember when we used to think those were massive cannons.
I, as a young fellow, used to use a four-ten or a twenty
guage..I still to this day, use a twenty guage, it8s my

favorite gun.
Barron: Was it e@eiting? How did you feel?

Humphre¥: Oh, of course, it was execiting. As a matter

of Bact, 1t's more execiting now than it was then because
it was so commonplace then., Everybody just went hunting.
You just didn't think much about 1t. We didn't really
have dogs., We used kids. The kids would flush the birds
from the field, and the pleasants were lively, and many

of them, you'd had to be an awfully Poor shot not to be
able to hit them, I used to, later on when I went hunting,
had an old model T Ford. I called i1t the first armored

car, it had no top, and we'd go barrelin' down through
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these..on the road in this Model T, with a,.one man on
each fender, and towm two men in the car, and & men
sitting alongside of me withthe gun, Of course, this
Jkis now against the law, The whole world is getting
organized legally, you know., But we didn't have too mech
law in those days, and we'd get in this car and go charging
on down, Well, this was when I was in high school, A
teen-agend boy and this car..when we'd see some pheasants,
we'd just jump out of the dcar and pull up the handbrake
and just le t the car sortof work it's way down the road
or down the ditch, because you didn't have time to stop
it, 'cause the brake just took it out of clutch, wou know,
1
I mean it just neutreized it. And we'd bang away at these

birds end then we'd load 'em up in the car and go on our

way.
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My mother was a very good cook, and she loved to cook,.
And our family always had lots of good food. I guess
this is 'cause Motherm was a country girl, and..Norwegian
descent., Her mother's home, my grandmother's place weas

a real mecca for good food and for good company. Mother
made the best greham bread in the whole county. In fact,
she won the prize at the State Fair,m,aking what we call
graham bread, My father asked her how she did it. 1In
fact, they asked her, they adked Mother for the reclpe,
and I can remember that Mother wrote the recipe up about
as follows: well, you put a little of this in and a pinch
of thet, and a little of thés,.Mother had no more idea
how she made that graham bread than I had., It was great,
It was soft, and the aroma was good. There was some molasses
in 1%, you know, and you could, well, I don't know, it

t
|
{
|
! just made you hungry. I remember the cinnemon rolls she

¥
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made better, IXawas liked 1t better than graham bread.

And when she'd make those, we'd come home from skhool and
we'd go through a couple of dozen of those, with my friends,
before Mom even knew what hit her, She was always bakingx
bread, I can remember Mom with the..had the big dishpen,
you know, with the kneadingx the bread, you know., And
then she'd cover it at night with the..put it on a stool
in the kitchen, by the radiator, or by the stove, and

then she'd cover it witha the dowel, and it,.when the next
morning ..there it would be all inflaterd, you know, with
the ywast having been worked in it. Then Mom would

whack out the loaves of bread or the rolls, whatever she
was miéking., She was a champion bread-maker, Tere's no
doubt about that. She won the prizes and never knew what
was Bhe formula, My dad told her once, that Bf he filled
prescriptions like mother made bread, that he'd kill most

of his xam customers, 'cause he had to be exact on prescriptions
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But Mom just did it by instinct,

Our househo#ld diet was not what you would call one of
great variety., We always had, of course, fowl, chicken,
and then many times dhek and pheasent, because those were
available, Occasionally, in the winter, we'd have a
few cottontail, a rabbit, because I'd go out and kill a
few of those, and you could whack, by the way, we used
to whack them up on the end of the barn, or the garage.
Keep 'em frozen, outside, that way, you know. Just really
put the whole rabbit right up there, Jjust stick him up
there and he'd be frozen, and when you'd need him, just
teke him out, We Bidn't have ddep freezers in those days.
But, not too often would we have that. Beef and mmmk pork
and veal were the mainitems. Mother would cook that, and

we didn't have too many frish vegetsbles, we had a root
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cellar, however, and every fall I would have to dig up

the tomatoes and tlee rutabagaes and the turnips and the
carrots an d put them in sand and put them downstairs in
the root cellar, and the potatoes. We always had more hhan

¥, - ——

enough to eat, Lots of milR, whipped cream, Mother used
to make marshmallows, home-made marshmallows, too, pans

J= of them befor e Christmas., And of course at home we

made popcorn balls and home-mdde fudgez and all the can =

- S

dies, Wé;é méke tﬁat, even though Dad had all the stuff

in the store, Mom would make it as a home-made item. Ang
her cabbage salad was the bestin the world. And even, I
don't want my wife to hear this, but I want to tell you,
she'd have this csbbage, and she'd make her own dreasing,
and then she'd put pineapple and marshmallow in the cabbage,
and 1t was terriféc. I can still taste that good cabbage

salad, that pineapple and marshmallow, and home-made dressing,
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And mashed potatoes we always had a lot of, My brothér _7
would never let me get at them first, because, believe
i1t or not, I could eat a whole bowl of mashed potatoes

with chicken gravy or beef gravy., So they'd pass them

arounfi to everybody else before they gabe them to me,

Barron: Did you pray before meals?

Humphrey: Yes, we..not always, but we generally had x

grace,
Barron: Behind your house it looks as though there were

names of an old chicken houde.

Humphrey: Well, behind oue house, as I have indicated,
there was the garage, and then behind the garage was what

turned out, later on, to be an odd chickenhouse, It was
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ectually a sort of an appendage to the garage, sort of
a tool house, But when I'd go up to see Grandma and
Grandpa why they'd occasdonally give me some chickens,
and we'd..I can remember so vividly, having..getting a
dozen eggs, or two dozen agge and having & hen set on these
eggs, and we'd get those baby chicks, And we always had
some chickens in the chicken house, and we had a little
chicken yard around there, and Mom would..we'd go out and
plck In the eggs. I even had a pet Booster, he was a
dandy., He was a real battler too, he got..would get in
so many fights with the neighbor's roosters, he lost his
{‘ bill, and he would come up and crow in the morning on the
back porch to get me up., He was a reel pet, And we used
| i

to sleep on the back porch, i1t was a screened®in porch,

eand this oldrooster, I can't remember his name now, but

I can see him vividly., He was a..had a kind of a black
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a2 black feathers with red and white and & real owed neck
and a mafestic-type head with a realired comb, Thas..he'd
ger into these terrible cock fights, these rooster fights
and he'd have his comb half chewed offf and he lost his
bill, Well finally one day this old reoster just got so
old that wem had to do away with him, and I remember that
they were golng to make a stew out of him and I never
really emjoyed thet chicken stew, It just seemedlike it
was cannibddism, I remember that very well, dear old
rosster. I never wanted te kill him, But my mother

would get very discouraged with me on taking care of

those chickens, particularly in the wintey, when I wouldn't
clean out the hen house, amd so she would then occasionally,
glve the chichens to my brother, and he'd get a little
lazy about the chickhen departmé@nt, and then Mom'd give

'em to me, And the only question was-who owned the chickens
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at the time that we were gonna sell 'em to the poultry
house, Because that was very important timing. Because
once a year or so we'd sort of clean out the flock down
to & minimum by crating 'em up and taking 'em down to
the local poultry house., And I always used to feel tihat
my brother was..had this thing worked out better than I
did, Being sbout four years older, he was & little more
smavyabout these arranfements and who would louse up the
chicken detail, you see, But we made pretty good money
off those chickens, and I can't quite remember how we
got out of the chicken business, I guess it was when

weleft town,.

Barron: Tell me about a typical Sunday.

Humphreys I remember our Sundays because those were real
family days for us, and I remember the Sundays centering
around church, Sunday School, company, and the big Sunday

dinner, Always a big Sunday dimner., Sunday School as I
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recall opened about 16 o'clock on Sunday, and we'd all
ges up in the morning and ordinary family fonfusion.

There always seemed to be & lot of famlly confusion about
getting going, My younger sister, Frandes, was always
more or less, hanging aroung with me and she'd be a little
tarly, even to this date, about getting dressed. And mother
would always have me be sure to take care of Frances.

And my younger sidter, was young sister,Fern, She was
really much smaller, and I don't recall her too much on
Sundays, becsuse she was just a little bit too little.
Brother Ralph never really liked to go to Sunday School
very mhch, He was always as independent as anybody could
ever be, and sort of just ran things the way he wanted to,
and now is much more, actuslly now runs the business and
~all, Bfit T can remember gitting up and having breakfast..

we used to have a ,,oatmeal,.now I still love oatmesl,
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And we had oatmeal with brown sugar. I still eat oatmeal
with brown sugar. And we had poached eggs. I can remember
the egg poacher. It was a sort of an aluminum outfit ’
with little cups. There are some around even yet, at this
date. And when we didn't have that, why Mom used to Just
put the egga in the water, and poach 'em, We had poached
eggs on toaat; and I always..my dad used to pour the hot
water ofer the teast and the eggs. And I've done that
many times now; and most people think it's kind of peduliar
that you do thet, but thet's just the way we grew up, B8o
we'd have a quick breakfast, lots of toast and eggs and
catmeal, always oatmeal. Agd we'd go on off to church.
Generally; Dad would drive, but frequently my sidter, Fran-
ces and myself would walk, mainly run. And our Airedale
dog went with us, His name was Rex, Sort of mangy, and

lots of fleas, but he was a wonderful dog and he was our
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best friend and he'd go to fhurch with us, Sunday 8chool,
and he'd wait underneath the dhurch steps, and the church
bells'd ring and hurt hls hm ears and he would mh howl
bloody murder, you know, just 1likd a coyote, in the

middle of tlke night, But he..,that dog attended more church
then most people, He'd actually come into the church,
sometimes, and sit under the,.under the pew, He did that
many times., So Sunday School would be the first orde..

the first item of the day, and I can remsmber Sunday School,
Dr. Sherwood was the Sunday School superintendent, and

we8d get up and sing some aonga; and some xm of the old
fashioned hymns, and I still,.when I go to a church now,

and they don't sing the songs that we used to sing, I

really don't like the shurch so much., Oh, God Will Take
Care of You,and Abide With Me, and Rock of Ages, I like

those old hymms. I really don't like some of these Anglo..

BROADCAST COPY



Page 1lllj-Humphrey, Reel L

the Baxon, .Anglo-Saxon hymns that way out, so to spesak.

I just,.I dodt remember the names of all of them, but

i remember the tunes very well. And we'd sing those songs
and we'd go to our Sundey School and I can remember, we'd
get these little cards in the Sunday School,.and after
the Sunday School, then it would be church time, And
we'd stay for churchs And first Reverend Vernon was the
first church man that I remember, A great big man. A
fine, good natured hale and hearty, well cushioned type
of fellow, Well, he really looked just like a big Santa
Claus, in fact, he was Santa Claus &t every Christmas,
Anda following Reverend Vernon came a much more i;:aite

intellectual type, Reverend Albert Hart, who wa s the

e’
(bgreatest influence of any man on my father, Father found
i S N R A SR
_—--5_-_-—__——‘—‘--
a man whose mind he respefited, and Reverend Hart was an

intellectual, a learned man, & scholar, a graduate of
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Boston University, as I recall, from Boston.

Barron: What do you see, what do you hear, what do you

feel, in church?

Humphrey: As a boy, in church, I occashomally sat with

my family, but most often I sat with Julian Hart, who

was the Methodist minister's son., He and I were close
pals, and I can remember that on occasbon we'd look at

the hymnal and the one,. some of the songs we'd make little
jokes about, There was one something like-pass me not=

or somethinglike that and we would make believe that that
was about a car, a Chevvy or Ford, But baslecally, I recall,
the ceremony was very simple, Them would be the opening
hymn or two., There would be the opening prayer, the open-

ing announcements, the taking of the codlection, the cholr
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would sing and the local dentist was in the cholr, and
most of the school teachers would have to sing in the
choir, and the Reverend would sing in the choir, and then
there would be the sermon; which was always a very good
sermon, and then afterwards would be another hymn, and
when there'd be the behediction, that would be about jt.
We..it was very simple, very simple ceremony. But the
church; I recall very well; was generally filled, It
seemed to me like the chirch was very gig. It was a new
church. The old church mamX@mkx wooden church, was burned
down or was taken down, I've forgotten, But the new
church was of brick, and it hadn't..there wasn¥Ut enough
money to paint it hnside, so that the walls were just
simple plaster, kind of greylsh-white, Bfit there was a
very nice altar, very simple, and I thought 1t was so big.
It just seemed to me like it was a massive church. And

later on in life, I went back, and it was a very small
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church.,

Barron: Were you afraid?

Humphrey: My feeling of being in church was on e of cOomm=

e S

fort, in a very real sense, The church was more than
e S ——

S
p———

Just a spiritual institution, It was & soecial institution,

We had Eprith Beague for the young people, later on,
This was the young people's group. And tlm at was just a
general discussion of some religious topie with a good
deal of boy and girl activity. You know, just getting
acquainted. Singin' a few songs and having a few, ,maybe
putting on a little skit or play, SO & felt very much a

part of a sort of a club, a family, a part of Just a very \7

social, fraternal,m spiritual ezperience,
i —— __'___—"'—-—_____A
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Barron: What did you feel at the end of a church day?

Humphrey: Oh, I... as a littlw boy when the church

services would be over I'd be just walking out with my

friends. I had had what I had been taught to believe was
the right thing, namely I'd gone to church, and I'd prayed
and I'd been singing and I listened with reasonable att-
ention to to ceremony, but primarily, I was glad to get

on out to be able to make some noise, And talk with my
friends and be able to see my dog again a?q_gggwon,mgm_
way to do what I really wanted to do outside. So that
the..e+sI must say, even to this day, that the church exper-
ience that I 1like is one that's similar to that, I don't
care for too much formality. Ilike a good sermon, I like

to sing in churches, I can't sing very good, but I still

like those old hymns, I 1like it just like 1t was then.
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At least 1t conditioned me to that and I had the privi-
lege of real fellowship. In other words, there was a
brotherhood and a sisterhood, there was a fellowship, not
by sermon but by fact. I mean not by theory, but by exz-
perience, #&nd it was a social occasbon, People all got
together and tallled about thingsx after church., I know
Mom and Dad would see many friends from the country, that
they hadn't seen during the week. I can remember, too,
that they always had..in the Sunday School, they had the
number of people that had attended Sunday School last
Sunday, the ntmber this Sunday, the collection laét Sunday
and the collection this Sunday. ©So that we had all those
records up there avallable to us, And it always seemed

like therem was a money drive on,

Barron: Tell us about your Grandps's farm,
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Humphrey: I recall so well, tlee many visits that we made
to my grandfather's farm, And I say my grandfather's,

I mean my mother's father, Grandfather Sannis, He was

a Norw egien immigrant, He was an old Norwegian sea
captain, and he was a hard bitten fellow, so to speak,
Frugal, hard-working, physically strong, very firm and
stern atandards of conduet, frugal. Grandma was sweet
and gentle, and rather rotund, dort of fat, wou mipght
say, as we say today, but a very sweet face and very cone
giderate of her children and of her grandchiadren, Grandpa
was mor e of the hard-working, stern type of man, but a
very fine man, with sharp charact8risties. Pointed chin,
sharp features, plercing eyes, I rememherhim very well,
I remember he used to have that ...black pusse that he
carried, one of those long ones, one side for the paper
money and one side for the silver money. I also remember

that he had a strong box in hés bedrooy, and I can remember
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where it was., He had a big lock on it. It was black

It had.a bronze trim on it and it had a great big bronze
padlock on it, and he had the key, Grandfather's farm
was..had two flagpoles at thet time, one for the Norwegian
flag, and one for the American flag., X¥X And every holi-

day the American flag went up and every Norwegian holiday

the Norwegian flag wént up, I recall this farm as being

one that had..that was orderly, that was well groomed,

Lt was as if it were polished and raked and kept iq fine

shape all tlkee time, As a matter of fact, the fields, my

grandfather practiced crop rotation long before people
wrote books about it, and the fields, after he would shock
the wheat, for example, he'd come, .+smy job, when T was

& little hov and T'4 ~o wigit wanld he +o *+ake an old
wooden rake and rake around the shocks so that he could
Plck up that last little bit of wheat, or rye, or barley,

or oats. Actually the fields were raked, so that to be
— e Y
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no waste, end it was very clean. No weeds, wheat controlled,
_'__',,,—--"

i

yes, always, Fine pasture, fenced in for his cattle, 4
big wind break..trees that had been planted...at a sort
of an angle; like an® L on the northwest angle. I can
recall tieravine. ‘here was a little ravine that went
down to the pasture. And there were a lot of gopher
holws, I use d to go gopher hunting. And we'd snare
the gophers by taking a bucket of water and pouring down
the hole end the gopher would come up (sound effect)

and we'd pull this snare and catch theZ gopher around
the neck and we'd sell the gopher f£me talls for two or h
three cents, into the county..into the county seat,

We'd get paid money for it.

BArron: Was the farm neat? clean?

Humphrey: Grandpa's farm was the example of good husbandry,
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orderly. It was neatl It was clean, The fields were well

plowed, there was actually soil conservation practices,

at that time. So thatyou protected the soil., More
importantly, too, or equally important the machinery was
well taken care of, He had machines sheds. He had a
wagon, I remember, that was O years old, and he was still
using it., It was painted every year. The binders were
under cover, and all of the equipment that ecould be
moved, like the canvas that was used in the binder would
be removed and wrppped up and put away in the granery,

In fact, when Grandpa died, he still had about eight or
nine thousand bushels of good first class wheat, grade I

wheatx in his gralneries, The barns were clean. The hay

——

mow was filled., Actually, in truth, it was a very, very

fine farm amd it was operated, of course, by the family,

Threshing time come, Why people went out and helped each
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other., They went fpom farm to farm,

Everybody diidn't
own a threshing rig.

There was one threshing rig owned

by one and that would be used by many. So that you had

e

a farm that had..I won't say loving care.,.but had method=-

ica}_, orderly care at all times, That farm, of course,

was sort of a second home for ua, and when,.then after

Grandpa passed away, and the farm was sold, first to

a
member of the family, who took very good care of it, then

later on, when it was gbought up, I don't know by whom,

now, I can't recsll, but all I know is that that fine farm

home was let go without care and the land was put in the

soill bani, and it grew up into weeds, a lot of it.

I re~
member going back there and seeing it, and I was shocked,

In fackt, I was angry.

In fack, I'd introduced liégislation

\
EkxxhExtimx that will prevent that kind of thing, because

I dofit believe that you ought to let land go up into weeds.
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a8 if they were a plague, and he believed that land ought
to be used, and preserved, and conserved and protected.
Aﬁd_}_ﬁfﬂiaw the trees, for example, that were no }ogger
takgg{ggre of., Many ofh;;;m died outx in later years.

T saw the old pasture where Grandpa had the well, where
you could pump with the o0ld wooden handle pump, into a
big tankxf for the cattle, that had grown up into masses
of weeds, and thistles, and cottontails, as we call 1it.
In other words, this is & plty to let a beautiful piece
of ground in which lives had been poured., Really and
truly, lives, blood and the sweat of families had gone
into the care of that land and it was productive. And
now to see large parts of it, not all of it, I wamt to
say, but large parts of it, just left to sort of, ad thew

call it, a soil bank, It's really regrettable that hhat

sort of thing should happen.
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Barron: Do you feel a sense of loss?

r’"ﬂﬂgigghrex: I must say that when I see land that is left

like that I feel not only has the nation lost a productive
asset, but we've lost character., We've lost something
in our..in our moral and our,.in our national life, Be-

cause the care of the soil has something to do with the

molding of character, Good,.good farmers, who care for

their cattle, care for the machinery, care for the prop=-

erties, care for their land make good citizens, And when

you have land that is uncared for, end in fact, even

yet earns income as you don't care for it, I think it does

something to you that's not very good. So, I must say

that I had a very sad feeling, and almost a feeling of

disgust, at times, over this kind of practice.
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Well, I remember how we kids used &b go out to Granded's

farm on the weekends. It was beautiful, like a garden,

The house, the barn, always had fresh coats of paint on

14
them, and they glistened, and they glistened cleanly in Q-
the sun., The rows of crops were stralght as razoes, 014
Grandad used to get us kids to sweep the areas arounfd

the barn and the house, Yes, I,.T meen, sweep the ground,

Everything was neat and perfect. It was like & garden,

Well, last year, I went out to South Dakota, and had a

few spare hours, so I went out to the spot where Grandad's

farm was. It was awful, I could berely find it., Weeds,

They were mfx everywhere., I could barely see the house

and the barn, The weeds were too highs I couldn't help

1t, I..I cried. It had been like a garden and now 1t

was nothing but weeeds, The_land used to be proud mnd

the people were proud of it, Not so much of it is like
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Grandad's land., Now so much of it is like Grandad's land
owned by people who just draw paygents for létting the

weeds engulf it,

Reel 5

Well, for many years in Doland, we had a good life, good

family 1life, a good community life, WE'd done fairly well,
Some people might have sald-prospered, My father had
earned a good living, was a respected ditizen, we had
g_relatively hgppy femily life. But then, things tgrpedx.
for the worse, Something happened., Something that I
couldn't make sure at that time,.fully understand, some=

thing beyond the control of my father of the community

T e a

;in which we lived., I can recall the banks closing. Fi rst,

L

the first bank to close was the State Bamk, My father

had his business account in that bank, WE lost our money.

And that meant that Dad had to go to the other bank and

Llperw
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open up an account with what 1litlle cash ww had, little
regqyggs,_ang tkeet bank mak closed., Farmers lost their
farms, and there was worry and concern and unhappiness.
There were many foreclosures., I can recall so vividly
one day, coming home from school, when I came to ouvir
hAamethat+ wa 1nv~a? go much, Dad and Mother were in the
orchard, and M ther was crying and Dad had tears in his
eyes, and I asked what was wrong, because this was a
rather unusual experience, And there was another man
there, too. And Dad told me that he had had to sell
our house, Our home. Not our house, bhecause 1t was moreé
then a hohise, 1t was our hope, and of course, this was

a very sad moment for Mother, and he told us that he had

to sell

ous home because we had bills that we had to pay,

This was what we needed to do., That moment may very well

have been the time that my childhood experiences came to

b

pad
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and end and new wxperiences of at least the beginning of

adulthood, ak even though at a very young age, had started

Because I surely do recall those years, and I recall the

e .

.

experienced., One of our good friends, took his own life
because of problems, financial problems, One of our
neighbors., These things you can't for get. AndI suppose

tha Whm& -about.social and political

forces that stayed with me for many years, and to this
A-_w_._,. AT TR ey - e s T —— e ——

very day, namely that one man, no matter how good he was,

A TR T ) S

or lswas just not big enough to resist the powerful forces

AR T B i—

ain and the suffering and the unhappiness that many people

that mey engulf him, and therefore, whild I didn't realize

an T

it at the time, it surely lent itself to an understanding

that a government that represented people wohld have

to do something about these things.

\
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For many years we had what you jould call a good life in
Doland, and we prospered. At least we had a good living.
My father was relatively successful as a businessman,

We JYad the very fine house, a happy home, many good friends,
end a real, genuine, good community life, And then there
seemed to be a turn of events, Things were different..w ?'cs
When it started and how it started is very difficult to
recall, Many people feel that the depressiom started in

the '30's, For our family it actually started in the

late '20's, Actually, in South Dakota, where I spent

myg childhood, the first impact of the depression was in

1976 and then in '27. It was in 1926 that the banks started
to close their doors., It was in 1926 and '27 when farmers
started to lose their lands and farm prices started to

skid., And when the impact of the first stages of econohic

difficulyy was beginning to be felt., I can recall, 1926,
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when the State Bank of Doland closed its' doors. The
president of that bank was one of my father's closest
friends., It was a tragic moment because it was more than
closing the bank, It was in a sense the failure of a
friend and defaultingfor a whole community, People were
very upset, They weren't angry at the banker., They were
just sad. NE#X No one quite understood why. WYy 1t hap=-
pened, We just ugderstood that there wewe reasons in

the banking structure, the economic structure, that
compelled this bank to close its' doors, even though

the customers and the dépositors were good citizens and
were reliable,citizens. My father lost some money in that
bank, and it was years later that it paid out very few
cents on the dollar, XK Dad opened his accoumt in the
second bank in town, The Becurity Ss&ate Bank. The pres-

ident of that bank was & neighbor of ours, and it was
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only shortly after that that that bank closedk its'!' doors,
Fortunately, that bank paid out on its' depositsz fairly
well, some years later, But what a tragic moment that
was too, because the depositors were some of the, were

of course, the families of that community. They lost
their savings, and it meant that the whole way of life

had changed, There is no..there were no banks, there

R

wg?e no banks 1in F?fﬁqq?ghboring communities, Town

of Huron, South Dakota, the banks had closed its' doors.
Redfield, all the neighboring towns, Actually we dida
business out of the cash bjm box, using (NOT CLEAR) checks
and gostal money orders., Now this was in the late '20's,
And I can recall so vividly, one day, coming home from
school amd finling my father and mother out of the house,
Late afternoon, after l o'clock. They were in the,.

our orchard., And my mother was weeping., She was crying.
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Quite audibly. And Father had tears in hls eyes and there
was snother men there, And I asked Daddy what had happened,
Why was Mother so ..why was she crying? And he told me
then, that he had..that he'd been compelled to sell the
house. THat this was the only way that he could cover

and pay his bills. And when I say segl the house, really,

Wt T it | SN AN L
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we sold mere than the house, because that was a home,
w—mﬁhﬁ"ﬂ""w 3 B T I g gl 7 = . S NI T Ny

It was a very preclous place for us apq_Mgthgp loved th&t
home, so we had to meve._iI can remember that because it

sort of..lt was more than an economic experience, It
was a very emo;iopglne;perigpqq for a young man, and I
was just a sophomore in high school at that time. And
yet, whild, I was very young, I think it's fair to say f

| that for all pmactical purposed, the joys of childhood
\ ""*—W P

sort of came to an end.i Because from there on ou} despite

the fact 1 ¥"%ad a couple of years of good crops, it

was only two years later that the erash on the stockmarket
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took place. And then the great depression set in, And
one sor® of sensed, even at that time, when the home had
been sold, that a very wonderful perioé-iﬁ iif;-ﬁaﬁ;..

was sort of drawing to a..to an end °?_a_°°§§}u§1993_wénd
that there were“some fery uncertain days ahead... I sensed
that in my father's words, and of course, I waw in the
days ahead that..that suspicion., That feeling that there
was uncertainty,,and difficult days ahead would come true,
So xa very beautiful and very wonderful period came to a
rather sad and prompt end, and left us with uncertainty

for the tomorrows, r"

S

P

Well, as one reflects on this period , it's rather

difficult to draw conclusions as to whak you have learned

or what you learned at the time, But there was a real-

igation that from that day on things would be different,

there would be a much more unpredicteble, or should I say,
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a much more uncertsimfuture, But more important than that,

or morej significant to me, I believe that one learned

A
that no matter how competent his father may have been,

or how good his mother, or how fine his community, that

it could be destroyed or it could be wrenckdd, or it could

be injured by forces over which he or his parents had no

| _’Epgtrpl. That thislittle secure world of his home town 0/1
just wasn't strong emough to fight off of resist the power-
ful economic and social forces that seem to be crwwding

_in upon them, and when thd banks closed their doors, and
when the home had to be sold, this was just symbolic..
it was..it was so ,.,.a demonstration tia at there had been
a great change or there was a change in the making, and
that these changes would require a different approach
to our political and economic structure...&and to our,.and

would require different politiecal and economic solutions,

Now this is reflection on the yesterdays, and of course
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later on we found out that there had to be changes. But
even as a boy, then, Iknew that there was a different
dey thet somethin' had happened to Bad and happened to
Mom and happened to the store and happened to the communi ty,
because that community was wounded then and never really
fully recoverdd, It was changed fpom that day on.
Rl

Of course, these reflections and observations about my
family should not be interpreted as being unique, for
one family. As & matter of fact, the experliences that
we went through was maybe even less arduous, less pain=-
ful then what many others did, Because many people at
thht time lost everything, not, they not only had to
sell their home but they lost their home, they lost
their land and their properties, many of them even lost
their liges. @ave up their lives. So that there was

a broad chhnge taking place in every one of these rural
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communities, Changes that took many ¥years to repair,
if at all., Changes in the banking structure and the land

wwnership pattern, Changes in merchandising.

One can recall that many people were frightened, partid-
ularly with the bank faillures. Great fright, great con-
cern and fear, This..this 1qok,“not ;éﬁdeégair, because
I don't believe there was despair, There was the look
however, of uncertainty, of unpredictability., These
people were good, sodiid citizens, end they pretty well
knew what they could do by themselves, and what they
could do wit h community work.But with the kmpa whole
house of the economy starting to crasgh and crumble
around them, they felt rather helpless. Apd there was a
«o2lmost a sense of fear mdfxhpm and of,. eand of,.hope~

lessness that seemed to grip many of them, and you could

see it in their faces, and you could see it in the#kr atti-
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tude of wanting to leawe, end rather than to stay, And
of wanting to gex away from the area, rather than to de-

velop it.

I reméber how wekids used &6 go out to Grandads fa rm on
the weekends, 1t wasx a very beautiful farm, very much
like a garden, The house and the barn always seemed to
have fresh coats of paint ¢n them., They glistened cleanly
in the sun. And the rows of crops wewe straight as
razprs., Old Grandad used to get us kids to sweep the areas
eround the house and the barn, end indeed, sround out in
the fieadd, Yes, mind you, sweep the ground, Everything
to me seemed neat and perfect, It was like a garden,
Well, last year, I went out to South Dakota, and I had

a few spare hours, so I travelled out to the spot whare
Grandad's farm was, And it was to me very sad. It wa s

awful, First of all, I could hardly find it. There were
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{

fweeds, rany weeds, They seemed everywhere., I had diff-
iiculty even finding the outline of the house and the
' 1

'barn, The weeds were Just thaet hikh. I frankly coudn't

{help 1t, but I..T got a tear inmy eye and I sort of
l

crieds, I'd been, I could remember that place when 1t

i

was like a garden and now it was nothing but weeds, The
;and used to be very proud, and the people were proud

|

|

of it, now so much of it is like Grandadfs land, owned
ﬁy people, sometimes people who don%t even live there,

er in the community, but peopld who Just draw payments for

letting the weeds over,.overwhelm and engulf the land,

My father was more that & parent to me. He was a

S e e ?fr
friend, a real warm friend, e pal., He was an adviswer, '
and he was a man of great youthful and joyful spirit that

always made one feel good, He was a teacher, too. Gen-

uinely an educator, with a senee of inspiration, so that
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¥

I had the privilege of having a father or a Dad that weas
an instructor, a rather soft, and quiet disciplinarian,
g man of inspiration add of good spirit, but most impor-
tantly and best of all, a constant companion and a real,

wonderful, warm friend... who expected me to do good,

He set high standerds, end I suppose the one concern that

ppmp—

I've had all of my 1if9, is that I would désappoint him,

——— STt T e TR
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I know that as a boy it was more concern that I would fail

the standards thgt my Dad set for me than anything else.
Thatlgé:t_qf kept me at work and mede me-w;;;f;;”d; ;gﬁd‘
in-sehool., Now, I'm sure I didd disappoint him, many times.
But if I did, he had the mest subtle ways of showing

it and generally got me to Fdo the things that he wanted

me to do by holding up some rather highgoals and standerds,

prizes and achievements incentives, Those are some of

the recollections that &I have of him,

¢

B
| €
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Barron: Was he an important influence on your life?

Humphrey: Of course, my father was a veyy important
influence on my life. Very, very important., He was a
student, and he expected one to be g student, He was
a..he loved history, and he expected one to have an
appreciation of history. He was an unususl man, he had
many interests, and I guess maybe that's where I got the
feeling of having many interests, He not only had a
business that he liked, eand he loved his business, but
he loved art, music, poetry, argument, debate, conversa-
tion, a great conversationalist, civiec life, politiecs.
In faft, I can reeall that my father, when he was much
older decided that he was going to become knowledgeable
in the flield of zmx opera snd he did. He bought bools,
reak them, bought records and listened &o opera, and he

knew a whole lot more about opera than the people that
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were teaching it,

Barron: When you were & child did you ever hear the

conversations that your father had about Wilson, etc.?

Humphrey: When I was a child , my father would converse
with his contemporaries gbout matters of politica, and
of course, many times about books. Our house was filled
with biographies, and I heard Dad talk about these men
many times, but very frankly, he would permit us to sit
in on the conversations, and actually get in on the
conversations., I think it was somewhat the simpliciyy

of 1ife that permikted this, It wasn't as if if you had
your son or daughter around that he might.,they might em=-
barrass you or soet of inéerfere with the people with

whom you were talking, It was just a good family dis=-
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cussion. And I belleve xlsxaxklkx that one picked up a

good deal of infopmation that way.

Barron: Wwhat was the happleat recollection of your

cibldhood?

Humphrey: Well, I had so many of them., Most parts of

pur childhood, es far as my childhood was concerned, it

L - e e e e A Gt eaan i

was generally happy. I guess this is why, that if I had
a moment , and which I did, of sadness and heartache, it's
well remembered. I don't remember all the good meals

that Mother cooked, I suppose that I could remember if

she had a ¥ad one,

R T i

BAHNEHY T had a very fine and wonderful childhood. The

i

magggégg,lwhaxewor,thatwchildhood,ware, in the main, happy

ones, affirmative ones, They}re,.thgy'gg good memories,
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It was a childhood with a relatively happy family life,
plenty of work to do, but I suppose for the good desal

at
of grumbling xkax the time about some of the work, rather
healthy. It was‘a childhood in wh;ch there were many
friends. The recollection is one of friends. It's a
recollection of,.my memory of childhood is one of activity.
OUtdopr activity, sports, picnics, family get-togethers,
baseball, and athletifs of all kinds., High Bchool, and

the fun of the high school play and the high school péenic,

It*s the memory of working in my dad's store and having
b

% a little financial independence, Really, it was quite

‘ @& .e.good, wonderful, healthy, happy childhood. Of course,
there were some moments that were not too good. Times
that I was unhappy when I didn't maybe do as well as I
should have, in school, well, I mean, like on the athletic

team or when I may have gotten into some trouble., But

by and large I really searched through my memory to &
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try and find what were those bad times and most of them
have faded away from my memory, with the exception, of
course, of the time when the financial crisis of the
bankd closed in on us, (NOT CLEAR) our home, those are
the sad moments, but as far as my individual life is con=
cerned, I really can honestly say that if I have a warped
personality, that it isn't because of what happened in g

my childhood.

I consider my childhood to be Just about as American aa

e 1 Sy R WA A
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apple pie, 3?§JfPfﬁgpgvgﬁwqylx!H§g”Eygmsense that it wasn't
t;; childhood of the son of a rich man or a poor man, it
wasn'® the childhood of jFpoverty or luxury, it was the
a.chiidhood of normal, healtpy, energetic people...living

a rather normal, energetic, healthy, full 1life, Simple,
?ut full, It was pretty much likd the meals that we had

on the table, no crepe suzeté&e, no fancy FRench dishes,

but 1



Page 1l7-Humphrey, Reel 5

but lots of good food, nourishing, healthful, tasty,
pleasant, good. That's about the way I grew up, Never
had too many clothes, didn't have too many..didn't have
too much free time, but always had enough so thet we were
never without decent clothes, always had enough loose
change, so to speak, so that we could at least have a
little independence, but above all, I would say that we
had a good family., A really good family. A good home,
My dad made..brought me up to respect my mother, I
haven't mentioned that. I should emphasize it., because
Dad always talked of Mother as his sweetrheart and his
wife and our mother. And many times he would aay to my
brother and myself-youboys treat your mother with respect
and you protect her, and you watch over her, 'cause she's
my sweetheart, and 1f you ever are unkind to her I want
you to remember you can leave the house, 'cause this is

my sweetheart and my wife, and it happens to be your mother,
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So he put her first, and we were brought up that way,

and I a ve never forgotten it, Many times, later on in
life, he reminded me of it. So that Mother was in a
sense, rather protected, because that's the way Dad wanted

it.

I suppose that I think my childhood was very American,
because it was the only experinde that I had about America.
I imagine everybody feels that their childhood was an
American, a very thoroughly American experience, but when
one look@gs back over what we call Americana, or what you
call the American life, one is so,romantacizes. IBm sure
the smaller community, the country church... I mean the
local church and school, the home, the little Maln Steet,
This is what you see in the portralts and the pictures

of America., This is what I grew up in, and I see the

| pbeture of a so-called typical, even New Engkand véllage,
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or the village of the mid-west, This 1s Doland, South
Dskota., There wasn't any great library, nor was there
any Metropolitan Opera nor was there any fancy REXXZRENX
restaurant with fancy names, We had books, Most of
them were in the homes of the people, and we had music.
(NOT CLEAR) in the church, but also in the homes of the
people, We had good food, not so much in the restaurant
but wherever you went to visit. As a matter of fact, I

haven't had bethker food since.

I suppose that in a very real sense, we've lost some

of this pleture, or some £m of this type of America,

but that's the natural process of change. There's still

mbch of the same spirit, Later on, when I was Mayor of
I

M@nnespolis, kthawa was & young man in my late middle

thirties, I foumd in this city of over a half a million

people many of the xmmw same qualities, in fact, much of
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the same community spirit, but it was broken down into
smaller communities within the big city. I think there's
a8 great deal of this kind of America 1léft, but some of
its! richness and some of its' blessings have really es-
cepwd us, such as the intimacy of the commgnity, the
chance for the boy and girl to be with the parent in the
work experience, in the social experiencej of community
life, We just have to face up to bHt, the big urban
centers do not provide this. It doesn't mean that they
do not provide some other things that may be even more
worth while or equally worth while, Because there are
gany advantages to living today in the modern big city.
But you Burely don't have the aame family relationship
in the present day and age , and it is very difficult
for the boy or the girl to have ..what I call the
soclal-work experience, And I believe that this =% xx

1s something that we've lost and I think we're paying a
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price for it. Possibly we can compensate for it, through
edumation, through training, and so on, but thereis no
real compensation, no way to really add an slternative

or substitute for love and for affection and for understand-
ing. You can't teach that, you can't by 1t and you can't
get it out gf a machine. It's just impossible, IT's just
impossible., And I feel thExRayxkx today, as a parent,
somehow or another, I haven't been able to give to my boys
and my daughter what my father and my gother gave &o me,
It isn't because I difldn't want to, because I didkx, because
more than anything else I wanted to do this, But it's
because I simply haven't lived in an environment where

i1t was possible to do so. My life has been one, more or
less, of public life, of education and it just wasn't
possible to have that mma samw intimacy of contact and

relationship between father and son, or mother and daughter



Page 152-Humphrey, Reel 5

or father and daughter, We try to, of course, adjust
ourselves accordingly, and make ..compensate some other
ways, and I'm sure that my boys, for example, have had
much récher experiences in some ways thah I ever had..

for travel, for emample, the variety of activity in which
they participate. Zak The opportunity to see so much more
of thelife of their community and of their nation and

of their world. So there are compensations, which was

the better, I don't knww, All I know is, Iﬂhfeﬂf"PE}%:

I really enjoyed it and I would..l surely have no com=

plaints about the early years of my life, 1In facs, I

don't have much about any of it.

—
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