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LABORERS WORTHY OF THE HIRE

I want to pay my respects this evening to the Women' s Democfatié Club
for the great role it has played in the big decisions of American politics,
The Democratic party and the American people are in your debt.

I do not come here to convince you of the many virtues of the Demo-
cratic Party. Rather I am delighted to come to share an advocacy.
Democrats are essentially advocates. Let those dwell in negatian who
are not sure about what they believe. I believe in advocacy, in the affirma-
tion of a positlve faith. Here I find myself at home.

Of course there must be substance to our enthusiasm. We must weigh
causes carefully and look at the great issues with the impartiality of a
Judge. But I have looked at the causes to which we have given devetisn.

I have weighed the issues, and I have come up with one conclusion: We have ~
been right--the Democratic Party is worthy.

I need not remind you either that this is an electimn year. We must
not, however, underestimate the importance of this electien year. I
believe that this coming campaign will be harder fought thanm many ef us
believe. It is our duty now to take an inventory, to find out where we
stand, te ask what we have been doing and where we are going. In short
we must give a fair account to the American people of our stewardship.

We owe that to the American people and we owe it to ourselves. To govemn
is a responsibility.

I know that a new sense nf responsibility came to me when I took the
job as the Majority Whip in the United States Senate in January, 1961.

When I assumed that responsibility I sacrificed a certain freedom of

action. One cannot take on the responsibility of leadership without taking
on some extra burdens of that responsibility. It takes more self-discipllne.
And if oné wants party discipline from others, he must have it himself.

,,,,,

beloved John Fltzgerald Kennedy--tock on the responsibility of governing
this nation, it also assumed many duties and many responsibilities. The
nation was confronted with a host ef serious problems. But when John
Kennedy, with a humility that sensed fully the magnitude of those problews,
said simply,"I welcome them," he made us all more adequate te our duties.

I am not here to recount histery. The key to the success ~f the
Democratic Party is to attack the problems of the present and to loeck tn
the future. We feel no mandate to dwell in the past, much less attempt the
impossible of returning to it. We would use the inspiratien of the past,
its source of reference, its residue of experience, to meet the new duties
ef new occasions. From the past we have learned respensibility.

Only the inexperienced in politics dream of the luxury of being "free-
wheelers." Only the neophyte thinks he can--or even should--be able to
pick and choose as he pleases, with an untrammeled independence of actien
on all issues and occasions. In conscience he may have liberty, but like-
wise in conscience he is denied license. The Democratic Party has learned
that., '

This party has governed this natien since 1933 with the exception ef
eight years. And in six of those eight years the Democratic party had a
majority in the Congress. We have learned that we have no right tm be
frivolous. We have learned that we have no right to look lightly on
any subject or issue of the day. We have learned in each year to ask
ourselves: "Have we kept the public trust? Has the public consensus been
found? Have we protected not enly the heritage of the past, but the options
of those unborn?"
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A party in power for a long period of time may. drain itself of leadership,-

or become complacent in its sense of cause. Equally, a party long out of
power is tempted to seek control for the sake of control--to assault
in desperation what it has not earned in merit.

. I can speak best for the Demncratic Party. That party has been
responsible to its trust. The Democratic Party has been able to receive
new strength out of the ranks of its members, It has drawn.a fresh. b
vitality, year after year for-more than thirty years.

Our party has not come Jjust lately to be led by President Lyndon
Johnson. One particular attribute of character--ane great hallmark of his
leadership--began when he was the Majority Leader of the Senate during the
six years of the Eisenhrwer Administration when .the_Democratic Party
controlled the"Congress._ Lyndon Johnson teught us in those years, he
preached to-us, lectured us~-and .sometime cajoled us if you like--on the
theme of the Democratic party being responsible to the whole nation. He
told us we could not be loose—an fiscal policy. He reminded us that—foreign
policy was above partisanshlp. -On any and ewery dmmestic issue he counselled
us on the, responsib:thles of a party-entrusted W1th the~responsibilities
of. goverument

Todey - the President of the United States still exemplifies in word

" and deed the same thought, the same philos~phy end doctrine which he-geve

us then-as the Senate Majority Leader. He insists that the Democratic

. Party be a. party of responsibility. And so I emphasize tonight the theme - -

of. respensibility, the theme of being laborers.wcrthy of the hire in the

/,yaneyard of democracy .

‘Perhaps. anyonc can preach. At least the world is full of good advice,
‘Idttle of Wthh is taken. President Johnson has not been content with

_..—mere preachment. . From the heritage of the American past, but projected

to-the future,he has captured that vision which converts duty into a drive,
He has .given us-a -cause in whlch*we can step forward to enlist. He has
received the. eternal wisdom that "without vision the pcople perish.

We have been given the vision of '"The Great Bociety." It is the same
vision of the Founding Fathers. But it is the idiom of the20th century, .
~speaking ~to our greater powers to achieve-it. The American ideal has been
made fresh again. : ' '

--People need ideals, not just ideas. Invthe puhiic-rel&tion men's

. Jargon, 'ideas are.all toc often "gimmicks." They are born in cleverness

and die in cynicism. It takes ideals to lif#%-a man, a nation, a party,
to restore a spirit and fortify a will. It takes an ideal to lead.

I have sald that President Johnsnn’drew his.ideal of the Great Society
from the spirit of the American past, -from the dream that brought forth
on this eontinent "a new nation, conceived 1nﬂliberty and dedicated to ~--
the-proposition. that all men are created equal. President Johnson has
also drawn his.ideal from the great commitments of the Democratic Party. :
Most recently, President Kennedy described our-goal as "the New Frontier."
That was his.way of putting the challenge of new opportunities before
this. land and people. Partly in jest, one may say of another political
party that 1nstead of a new frontler, it has been groping in vain for a
Lost forizon."

In a recent’telecast _President Johnson gave a simple deflnltlon,_
without slngans, of the "Great Society.™ Reporters asked him: "Mr.
President, Franklin Romsevelt had the New Deal; . Harry Truman had the Fair
Deal; John Kennedy had the New Frontier. What will you call your Adminis-
trafion?" . In the quiet, restrained and thoughtful manner.so characteristic
of him, President-Johnson replied: "I supposé that what this Administra-
tion seeks for the American people is a bebter deal, @ better life, a
better world, a set of better circumstances,not-onlyTor : ‘the many, but
for the few."

“

This is an endurlng cormitment of the Democratic party. As Franklin
Roosevellt, the early menmtor of Lyndon Johnson, stated it, we do not seek
to have government add to those who already have too much. We seekﬁre\\\
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government that makes it possible for thorse with too little to have enough .
There is no need to erhonce the privilege of a few. There is need to give
opportunity to all.

I am emphasizing respcnsibility, vision, and the better life tonight
because I want Democrats to recognize in this vecr of 195L that our task is
to maintain the hizh ground of idealism. It i3 our dut .y to take the high
road of principle. Our job is to svezk up for America at its best; for
America as we want it to be, and the world as it rust ber . =e if there is

to be peace on earth. This is the responsibility we muct not fail. I do
not say we would lose the election if we lowered our gaze. Klections can
be won on lower roads as well as higher. Politicians cen win elections, but
only statesmen deSC“ve to. I want the Demccrotic psrty oa the high road.

I want us to win because we arec respcnsible to the “ia +yish we seak--the
trust of all Amerlcnns.
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Tonight, in this Democratic Club, I want to praise my Republican
associates who puttheir country above party. Because of this, our nation,
and we as elected representatives of the people without regard to party, were
able to pass Civil Rights legislation which was long overdue. The Civil
Rights legislation, just passed, will do more for this country at home and
abroad in the days to come than any single act of this century--and don't
you forget it.

The Civil Rights issue illustrates that idealism is the best politics.
The essence of politics is not power. Politics deals with power to be
sure--but under the moral imperative to order it with justice. The essence
of politics is to ask the continuing question: "What is right; what is just?"
--and to find the answers a conscience can live with. This is the obliga-
tion of a free society.

In the main, the Democratic party has done well with this obligation.
No political party can claim perfection. A political party, after all,
is made up of people. We are many different people in America, with meny
different attitudes. America is a large country. There are many differ-
ent cultural patterns, diverse social and economic interests, and many
variant visions of what is good. The rich diversity of the American
pluralism is its greatest strength really, but it sets a pace of movement
in terms of what we can do together.

I do not believe any section of this country can be condemned as
being the only section that practices segregation. I do not believe any
section of this country has a monopoly on justic e. In some places
segregation and discrimination have been sanctioned by law. In others
it has been epforced by habit and custom. Neither is good, and I shall
be the first to admit that it will be harder to erase the custom of
prejudice than it was to remove the inequity in the law.

We have succeeded in establishing a framework in the law, within which
we can put the burden where it belongs--on our hearts and spirits--to work
out the problems of human relations. The wounds of the law have been
ended. The time of healing has only begun.

It is a wenderful, wonderful feeling however, to know that this country
has finally reaffirmed the faith it declared in 1776. We have found again
that doctrine of the unalienable rights granted to every man by his Creator--
the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. As we have
found egain our own inner heart, we are entitled once again to a decent
respect from the opinions of mankind. It will serve us well in the
difficult days ahead.

As for the legislative record of the Democratic Party in recent years,
it should give a pardonable pride to any party. As a Democrat I am proud
of it.

Less than & year ago, the newspapers were giving the 88th Congress a
bad time. The 88th they said, was a "do-nothing Congress."” It was "para-
lyzed." It was a "log-jam."

Last September I was in New York and speaking about the 88th Congress.
I quoted generously from the press. I quoted the condemnations of Congress
as "fumbling, bumbling, dropping the ball, failing to come to grips with
the igswes of our time," Then I revealed that my quotations were from a
repert in the New York Times on the 63rd Congress--not the 88th.

There never has been a time when there has not been criticism of the
elected representatives in Congress of the American people. I suppose
this is to be expected and scmewhat desired. But, as I say when I am
out in Minnesota on the hustings: "No matter how warm the hen, it takes
21 days to hatch an egg." No matter how diligent the Congress, how able the
leadership, or how inept, it takes a certain amount of time to process
legislation.

I ask my fellow Democrats and fellow citizens this year, however, to
remember the 87th and 88th Congresses. Those are the Congresses that you
must base your appeal to the voters on--and believe me, you can do it with
pleasure. The 8Tth Congress, first and second sessions, was a remarkable
Congress. The 88th will go down in history with many merit badges and
many awards. Let me review the record:

(MORE)
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First of all, don't forget, my fellow Americans, where you were on
January 19, 1961. You were not only in a snowstorm; you were not only in
Washington. You were in America, in an America that was in retreat. You
were in a nation, if you please, that was beginning to lose its sense of
dignity, power and majesty. You were in a nation where the economy was
falling behind. The rate of unemployment was rising rapidly and the gold
reserve was leaving the country. People tend to forget things like this.

One day later, on January 20, 1961, a brave, brilliant, vital,
intelligent young man, elected in a hard-fought campaign by a very close
margin, stood before the American people and called them to action. It
was no uncertain trumpet he sounded. It was a clear charge from the trumpet
to go forth and get the country moving again.

President Kennedy's challenge must still be vivid in our memories.
"Ask not what your country can do for you," he said, "ask what you can
do for your country.” Again he reminded: "If a free society cannot help
the meny who are poor, it cannot save the few who are rich." On what was
to be a recurring theme of peace he noted "Let us never negotiate out of
fear. But let us never fear to negotiate.” He was electrifying. He
gripped not only his fellow Americans--he found the ears of mankind around
the world.

Speaking of mayy problems, he said simply "Let us begin." And we did
begin. Your Congress and your Executive worked together from the begin-
ning. We did not perform miracles, but we did begin the job of governing.
We started to rebuild our foreign policy. We began to strengthen our
national security. We started on domestic issues of many kinds, not the
least being to improve the economy.

It is no miracle or mystery why Mr. Khrushchev is more respectful of
the United States of America today then he was, let us say, five years ago.
Today he confronts a nation with superIative power. He knows that we
have the will to use that power if necessary, the self-confidence to re-
strain it when it is not needed, and the wisdom to know the difference.

He respects a firmness that is not belligerent, and he does not mistake
forbearance for weakness.

Mr. Khrushchev knows also that he confronts a nation that is as
strong economically as it is politically and militarily, And it is not
any miracle that we have this strength because we planned to have it
that way. We started out with one program after the other--housing,
minimum wage, Social Security, agriculture, investment-tax credit. We
did begin.

The Democratic party has always included labor, minority groups, and
various underprivileged in the consensus it has sought. We shall continue
to do so, of course, as a party of all the people. Yet I want you to
remember also that no political party in the history of America has ever
been more responsible and more earnest about the American system of free
enterprise, than has the Democratic Administration of Kennedy and Johnson.
We have legislated tax-credits. We have given accelerated depreciation
allowances. We have passed in this 88th Congress the greatest and largest
tax reduction in the history of this republic. The purpose has been to free
the productive pewers of our private economy to achieve its potential in
growth, and its power to service our people in jobs as well as goods and
services.

We can remember the 8Tth and 88th Congresses for higher education.
Not since the time of Abraham Lincoln has there been enacted a broader pro-
gram for education. We have not yet finished this task, but we have made
a great and significant start.

If the 88th will be known as the Education Congress, it will also be
known as the Health Congress. This Congress launched for the first time
by the government a frontal attack upon mental health and the problems
of mental retardation.

For passing Civil Rights legislation the 88th will be known as the
Freedom Congress.

(MORE)
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- The 88th Will also be the Congress of Econcmic Opportunity for its
programs of public works, area redevelopment, tax credit, and tax
reduction.

These are the milestones‘wé can take to the American people.

Ve have had our heartaches in the past four years and much to grieve
ab out. But what a test it was of our whole system of government and of
our people on that black Friday of November 22, 1963, I do not wish to
j‘dwell on those emotions. Suffice it to say that all of us, with millions
"around the world, felt the pain of suffering and sorrow. DBut America
did not stop moving. And I suppose that just as John F. Kennedy will
always be remembered for saying "Let us begin," that the words of ILyndon John-
scn in his address to Congress on the 27th of November will also be immor-
tal. They were: "Let us continue,"

I want to say to Democrats here tonight that this commitment to con-
tinuity is more than a political commitment to a man. Ours was a commit-
- ment to the platform we laid out in 1960. It was a commitment to continue

the Kennedy-Johnson program developed in concert with the leaders of
Congress. :

I have been a part of those discussions. I have heard the President
of the United States speak to his legislative lieutenants and to his Vice
‘President. I have heard the Vice.President of the United States give his
views to the President. I witnessed the formation and develcpment of the
program we call the Kennedy-Johnson Administration program. I watched
these two men develop it together and I sew what went into it.

President Jchnson then was no stranger to the tasks that became his
to administer. He came into it as a working partner. When he spoke of
continuing, he spoke of that to which he had given of his own thought, and
work, and energy. And so we did continue what we had begun. We passed
the legislation in the Congress. That was "Let us continue.”

We can go to the American people with this record. I believe that the
American people will respond as the master of the house responded to those
servants who used their talents well. In that great Parable of Jesus,
you remember that each of the servants was given talents to do with as he
wished. Some were given more than others, and one servant was given only
one talent. - After a period of time the master called each servant to
account to see what he had done. All but one had invested or put to use
his talents in various ways and made them productive. The man with one
talent had been fearful, however, that he might lose what he had, so he
buried it to protect it. To those who had increased their holdings the
master expressed pleasure and rewarded them with even more. But with the
man who buried his talent, he was angry, and took even what he had away.
The master was not angry with the caution or prudence of the servant who
buried his talent. I do not even think he objected to the conservatism of
wanting to save. I believe the master's anger was over his servant's
suspiciousness, his lack of initiative and desire to improve--and above
all over his lack of trust and faith in his fellow men and in his employer.

The Democratic party has not buried its talents., It has invested them
for the welfare and improvement of the people it serves, and I belive the
people will continue our stewardship.

I want to emphasize tonight that just as President Johnson has put
vision into a duty, he has added humanity to statistics. Our record
tonight is not embalmed in economic indicators, in bits of information
that the Gross National Product has soared well over $600 billion, or the
other charts that say we are indeed moving ahead.

President Johnson's eye has fallen on the individual who cannot be
pictured on a graph. He has noticed the persons who have fallen through
the cracks of the affluent society, the impoverished elderly lost on the
back street, the nameless youth who can't get a job, the man whose skill
has been made obsolete but who still has a family to support. Lyndon
Johnson has noted this with the eye of compassion. He has reminded us

(MORE)



-7 -

that to do something about it is part of our spiritual doctrine, and there-
fore must be part of our political doctrine.

In the midst then of unprecedented prosperity the President has called
attention to unfinished business. He is unconcerned about what the
Communists may meke of it at hcme. He has identified.a flaw in our social body
and has declared without qualification that "We are going to declare war on
poverty in America."

It is not only the poverty of the purse, not only the poverty of
income, which must be conquered. It is the poverty of the spirit, the
poverty of illiteracy, the poverty of sickness, the poverty of hopelessness,
the poverty of frustration and the poverty of bitterness that must be
vanquished. The President has not asked for a token battle. He has
demanded an all-out war. This is a new challenge to the American
conscience.

There is nothing new about poverty. The Scriptures record that "the
poor ye have always with you." That was not noted as a counsel of compla=
cency however, but rather as an urgency to help them. What is new about
poverty today is that we can do something about it. Therefore we must.

We have the means to eliminate it. We are a people graced and blessed

with the technology, the science, the resources, and the intelligence

to | give - opportunity for all above the level of privation. We

can do no other than wage a war on poverty. We have a moral responsibilitys

; I am delighted as a Democrat that I have been privileged to enlist in
this cause. We can win it and we ought to make it a great crusade. We
ought never to rest one single day as a party or as individuals until we
have made sure that everyone in America has the opportunity to stand in
economic independence.

In the long run this means a major investment in education in America,
for here is the chief source of the new wealth in America. The develop-
ment of brainpower plus character is the key to the Great Society. We
must see to it that everyone in America has an ‘opportunity for the best
of education to the limits of his ability. The most serious deficit
this nation faces is in education. It is not the budget deficit
that hurts us. It is the intellectual deficit that is allowing people to
fall behind in the economic struggle and which is putting brakes on our
power to create new wealth. We must invest money to make money. We must
pour much more of our substance into education. This i& not waste. This
is not even spending. This is genuine investment--this is finding talent
and putting it to work to increase many times over.,. This party of ours
ought to champion the cause of enlightenment and have no fears of these
who talk about it'as waste, .. :

And we can win the struggle to help our elderly peoples This society
has been generous with youth. It provides much for those in the full-
bloom of life. Surely we can, and surely we will provide for those in the
twilight of life. Therefore, we can pass Medicare, we can pass hospital
and nursing-home care. We have an obligation and responsibility here too.
0ld age should be lived in serenity and dignity. The young who do not
respect age, will come to hate their own future.

Towering over all our other concerns of course, in this latter half
of the 20th century, is the concern for peace. Since the close of World
War II the world seemed to be on a slow but steady collision course with
disaster. The accelerated race for thermonuclear weapons pinned us on a
pervasive anxiety. Yet since 1960 there have been great movements toward
peace. The world is not yet safe, and peace is not secure, but we have
a new lease on hope, and a new reason to believe that we can take the
first steps in a new direction away from war. '

We began to sense it in President Kennedy's address at American
University on June 10, 1963. The point that "peace is a process" was made
simply, but eloquently clear. The truth that'war is not inevitable" was
given a new conviction and determination. This address will surely be one
of the great state papers of all time. If Democrats, Americans, Republicans
will study it, we shall be less impatient, we will be more understanding,
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and we shall have a new determination to heed the President's words when
he said "we must persevere" in the cause of peace.

In these last four years we have had striking evidence of that

perseverence for peace from at least four apostles of peace who gave
their lives for it.

Dag Hammarskjold gave his life for peace in a very real sense. He
died in the Congo while seeking the answers, relentlessly pursuing the
formula for peace in that part of the world. Indeed the quest for peace

had come to dominate his every concern as Secretary General of the United
Nations.

In these years too we lost that great lady, Elesnor Roosevelt, and we
realized that she too had given her life for peace. She has been in this
club many times. She inspired us so frequently. I never knew her to

speak unkindly of anycne., She died as she lived, in lifelong dedication to
the cause of peace.

We have just lived through a time 8lso when a peasant who was a
parish priest rose to become the chief prince of his Church, and gave his
life for peace. Pope John XXIII will be ‘remembered as will few in our time,
or any time. His great Easter "gift" as he called it--Pacem in Terris--
is one of the most moving and magnificant documents for peace and justice
that has been given to mankind. Again the overtones of this message
soared beyond its content. He addressed "all men of good will." His
astounding faith that there were such, everywhere, penetrated both the
disillusioned of spirit and the hard of heart. He addressed the natural
reason of men, even behind the Iron Curtain. Perhaps no one on our time
got closer to the heart of humanity than did Pope John.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy gave his life for peace--for peace at hcme
and abroad. He fell indeed the victim of a tormented mind. .~
2 RES ; Even more, he was the victim of a
tormented society, a society that has been infected with hate, bitterness,
and extremism. His was indeed a sacrifice for peace at home. But a world
shared our grief because they believed his cause encompassed theirs.

I could give other evidences of change in the world, of movements in
foreign policy and in the actions of nations, which would also suggest that
this still untidy and restive world is wrenching itself away from the path
of war. But what I say to my fellow Democrats is this: That because we
“n~ve had such a close association with all of these great personalities and
With all of the policies and programs I have mentioned, we cannot approach

€ semmajien of 1964 as if it were just apewhar alaction, It is not, in

in America are vitdl. ‘Imey deTermine not only the future of this

Republic. ‘They hold in balance the f:te of the world. Once again then I
make the appeal with which I began. I appeal to the Democratic Party to
take the high road of principle and ideals of vision and courage.

The American people want to be better; they want to believe; they
want to be good; they want to have faith; they want to have ideals. Alove
all they want political leaders and a palitical party that makes thew
understand the importance of those ideals. Thexrefore, whether you are a
precinct worker, a Congressman, a Senator, an officer in this Club, a member
of the Democratic National Committee, or just a plain citizen--whatever you
are--you have a responsibility in this campaign. We must be worthy in
our conduct of the memory of John F. Kennedy. We have an obligation to
carry forward the declaration of faith and the program of this party of
Lyndon Johnson. We have the obligation to prove that we are worthy of the
faith and trust of the American people as a party that is responsible,
constructive, progressive and idealistic. In the words of John Wesley's
great hymn "We have a charge to keep."

That is why I came to you tonight, to urge you to be worthy of it.

Thank you.

it
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/ I am sure that whoever said, "It's a man's world" 6«%!(4
never ran for public office. There are more women ;‘_L—%

than men in the United States today. Women control
“'—‘——-—.——.

more money than men. They are healthier and they live

_—

longer.

e ————

Women run our homes, plan the menus, and raise

B

C the children. And the women like to let the men think

they are taking care of the big decisions - like war

e

and peace, taxes, foreign aid, education and civil
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You know far better than I that the -women really
run our political campaigns and keep our political
machinery going. For example, it's common knowledge

in Washington that if you want to find anything out,

or you want to get anything done - you get in touch

I need not remind you that this is an election
year. And before we plunge into the battle, I think
it's appropriate that we stop for a moment and take

stock of our party. }ﬂuwt do we stand for? Where are

e —— e

we going? Do we deserve to remain in power?
e

e —
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Our President has a phrase that appeals to me.

He talks about "The Great Society." Lyndon Johnson
._._____________———-—'7

and his Administration are looking forward to the

Achievement of "The Great Society.

——— -

The issue in November will be clear. The

Republican Party has proclaimed its yeavn%gg for the

simplicity of the past. They would cope with the

issues of the 1960's by retreating into the 19th

Century. Their goal is the Lost Hbrizon.._e<9Jdift<7h7Ltiﬂ,
“Jl2p —Pw—-wj )

S
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Now, I don't scoff at nostalgia in its proper

place. Some of you may have seen the television

—

———

show about_Eg_phildhood in South Dekota. I had a

P

S

wonderful time reminiscing, but nostalgia is not an

acceptable issue for the Campaign of 1964. Retreat

into the past does not solve the problems that confront

&
-

us today.
——

‘41;;;he Democratic Party is not afraid to look into

the future and work for the full development of each

man's potential and the creation of the Great Society.
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The Great Society no doubt means something a little

-

different to each of us. But I believe we can all

agree.on the indispensable elements of the Great

Society.
) Zméﬁ‘

First, we mean a soclety where allﬂngn—age-free

and equal LW HO.-_ 70.4.1/%;44 %776— /zd—cf

Second, we aim for & society of abundance for
K

all - both economic and cultural.

— e e—

Third, we seek a world where freedom and abundance-f-)igtzféﬁ

-—

may flourish in peace.

"
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We have come & long way down this road, but there C ﬂ
Y~

still is much to be done. The Civil Rights bill -%3T€;

stands as a guarantee to each American of his right

to vote, equal opportunity to compete for a job and

equal opportunity for education.

But merely stating something doesn't make it so.

/ We will require full compliance with the law throughout

"

the land. We are dedicated to the task of seeing

S

c that the same national consensus that produced this

K‘

law will get behind the observance of it. /
- ) 2

i I was asked here tonight to give you what

@igolle—Hubor—emtded a "legislative roundup.” This is | L“)b
a subject I like to talk about because it gives me k/‘
72
‘<;¢7

a chance to set the record straight.
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You remember the rash of gloom and doom articles

about Congress not so long ago. The 88th Congress was

being branded as the Do-Nothing Congress - and the

e

most serious menace to America since Typhoid Mary.

— e—

[/>There was hardly a political pundit worthy of the e
s

who didn't have some harsh words for Congress. Almost

overnight, criticism of Congress became America's

favorite parlor geme, and the more advanced players

?sqchiﬁfﬂ&:
were ready to give a deeﬁ\paysh%%?giee!/;;alysis with
—

or without the benefit of a couch.

/// It was all pretty heady stuff for the critics, .- -
t__,_._-—-‘—"‘—'-____-_‘—__"“'—h

A\

but they were wrong because they were too impatient

to wait for all the votes to be counted.
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Now, we've gone far enough down the road to realize

- —

e

that the "Can-Do" 88th Congress will be hailed as one Q?z@a

of the greatest in the history of the United States.

By the time we adjourn for:the 1964 campaign we

-

will have enacted more major legislation than any
Congress since New Deal days.

Heading that list, of course, is the historic
Pr———

civil rights bill that is awaiting final passage in
_— F’_._____,_._-—-—-—'—-_-__'
c' the House. This is the most significant piece of social

legislation Congress has had before it in this century,

Passage of the civil rights bill alone will entitle

the 88th Congress to a secure place in histog as the

Freedom Congress. F/l( / j %14 C‘}? /
_ e
\

L
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But the "Can-Do" Congress also will be known as
o
the Congress that did more for education than any 7’

other Congress in this century as the Congress. that

did more for mental health and mental retardation Mf (Mﬁ

than any other Congres% Congress that enacted l%
F
' &

the largest tax cut in history/and the Congress that

ratified the test ban treaty. ‘J{L
We are going to add to that record by carrying

out President Johnson's plans for the all-out War _

-

on Poverty and by starting a program of hospital and

nursing care for the elderly.
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We Democrats have a proud record to take to the

American people this fall. The record of the Kennedy-
_«TT————

Johnson Administration is one of the greatest records

—p

of accomplishment ever made by a political party in
just four years.
We've done so much, many people tend to forget
many of our accomplishments, but in addition to the
civil rights bill, I'd like to cite a few:
---The largest tex cut in history - a $12 billion 77;:1'

-

reduction that is the most significant economic legislation

since the Employment Act of 1946.

—

---The most far-reaching Trade Expansion Act sincez (’2“h£§

S

the Reciprocal Trade program of Cordell Hull.

---Establishment of the Peace Corps - a stirring }fé%z?fkj
example of the humanitarian and idealistic character

of the American people.
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---The Alliance for Progress - the most significant &

: - G

economic and social program in American foreign policy

since the Marshall Plan.

---The most comprehensive program of aid to

higher education any free nation in the world has 'fé

ever known. A huge expansion of aid to vocational and
P —

technical education and aid to medical schools, schools < Z

of pharmacy, schools of nursing and other professional

schools.

---The greatest advance in the field of mental :>24¢éiéf

——

health and the first major attack on mental retardation /4<;Q£Z§{_
by any country in the history of the world.

Know this record. Be proud of it. This just
didn't happen. It was worked on. It was planned. It

had to be legislated. And it had to be executed and

'Wd/{f J 7%77 lev
i

administered. And we did it.
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This fine record was started by our late beloved
President John F. Kennedy. Now it is being carried
forward by another great President, Lyndon B. Johnson.
Our job this year is to see to it that President Johnson
is given the tools to continue that task.

And just as the central theme of his administration
is "Let Us Continue," let those three words be our

pledge and our watchword this fall.

ittt
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