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HUMPHREY HAILS XENNEDY-JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION

FOR REBIRTH OF PRCGRESSIVE SPIRIT IN AMERICA

Senate Majority Whip Hubert H. Humphrey (D-Minn.) said Friday night
that the Kennedy-Johnson Administration will go dovm in history as the admine
istration that gave "rebirth of the progressive spirit in America."

Humphrey spoke at a convention of the Young Democrats of Kentucky
in Louisville, He was invited by Gov. Edward T. Breathitt, Jr. of Kentucky
to substitute at the convention for Sens. Edward M. Kennedy and Birch Bayh,
who were injured in an airplane crash last week.

Humphrey told the convention that Birch Bayh and Ted Kennedy were
symbols of the spirit and dynamism of the Democratic party.

"The Democratic party doesn't discourage its young," Humphrey seid.
"It is not afraid of new ideas. It doesn't fear the future."

"The issue in November will be clear,” he added, "the Republican
party~-or at least those who claim to speak for it--is proclaiming its
yearning for the good old days of long ago when everything was oh~ssesinple,
They would cope with the issues of the 1960's by retreating into the last
century.

“"Now, I don't scoff at nostalgia. It's a lot of fun--in its proper
place. But nostalgia is not an accepteble issue for the Campaign of 196k,
Retreat into the past does not solve the problems that confront us today,

"Nor does it do any good to come up with a lot of 'shoot-fromethee
hip' nonsense gbout selling the Tennessee Valley Authority or trying to
scrap the Socilal Security system by moking it voluntary.

"We Democrats believe in keeping the best things of the past and
building on them. We are not afraid to look Into the future and work for
the full development of each man's potential.

"Cur aein is to give every American the opportunity to secure the
better things of life for himself and his children. This is the primaxry
goal of the Great Society envisioned by President Johnson.

"It is our advantage - to the nation's advantage - to have everyecne
in this country aspiring to live a better life and reach & 1ittle higher
on the ladder and have better economic opportunities and more social Justlce.

"That is what we are talking about when we talk about civil rights,
This is what we mean in our war on poverty."

Humphrey denounced what he called the "politics of complaint end
denunciation” because he said it "dces not satisfy my sense of public
duty nor my progressive spirit. I believe in the polities of advocacy
and action."

"That is why I am so proud of the record being made by our great
President, Lyndon Johnson," he added. "In continuing and adding to the
programs of the late President Kennedy, he is making sure that the Kennedy-
Johnson Administration will be known to history as the time of the rebirth
of the progressive spirit in America.

"One of the clearest expressions of this is the President's
declaration of war against poverty. In ringing terms he has teld us that the
richest nation in the world can't afford to have one fifth of its peeple
living in poverty that the richest nation in the world can't afford
unemployment and periods of economic recession.”
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YOUET‘G DEMOCRATS OONVE;T—TE?_N- LOUISVILLE, m%w
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Coming here to address a Young Democrats convention
gives me a little pause. It seems like only yesterday that
even my wife considered me a Young Democrat.

30, you not only honor me, you flatter me when you ask

me to substitute for two such fine young Democrats as Ted

Kennedy and Birch Bayh. qtj;iligiigi;?;:*z &1

Since receiving your gracious invitation from

Governor Breathitt ¥ve taken a slightly different look
T

at the Senate and it's made me do a little thinking.

.v/.

é¢<(5he United States Senate is a changed body since that

day back in 1949 when I first took the oath of office at

-

’

the age of 37. For one thing, we have many more good
m———

Democrats in the chamber now. But there's been another

change, too. The people are sending younger men to Washington.
| ae—

/{?o you realize that there now are 11 men in the

—

Senate who are under 45? All but two of them are Democrats.

\/
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And take a look at the freshman class of 1962 that
produced Birch Bayh and Ted Kennedy. There are eight
freshm@n Democrats in that class. ?Efgg*gdeEQEngg
under 40---Birch Bayh, Ted Kennedy and Dan Inouye of

I 3

Hawaii. Four of those eight freshman Democrats are in

their 40s. And the oldest freshman Democrat is 54.
| g ! TSN
/Z<TI think this tells us something about the appeal of
the Democratic party. I think this tells us that young
people are attracted to the Democratic party---that there
is a future in the Democratic party for young people.
The main reason for this is that the Democratic

party doesn't discourage its young. It is not afraid of

—

new ideas. It doesn't fear the future.

W

/" The Democratic party doesn't wring its hands over

problems and grumble "that's the way things have always

been---you can't do anything about it." No, we look on
Rt

e ———

problems as challenges, opportunities, responsibilifies.

L T T T
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The late President Kennedy put it well in his

stirring Inaugural Address: "I do not shrink from this

g

responsibility; I welcome it."

e

This is also the credo of the man who succeeded
President Kennedy---Lyndon B. Johnson.

President Johnson has vowed to carry on the New

-

?rontier programs of John F. Kennedy and work towag? -
.@mwéwmw
creation of "The Great Society." He looks forwardAr-not

-~

packward to the "Lost Horizon."
o L,

P

The issue in November will be clear. The Republican

—— e

Party---or at least those who claim to speak for it---1is

proclaiming its yearning for the good old days of long ago
—_—— e

when everything was oh-so-simple. They would cope with the

issues of the 1960s by retreating into the last Century.

,<C'Now, I don't scoff at nostalgia. It's a lot of

fun---in its proper place. But nostalgia is not an acceptable

issue for the Campaign of 1964. Retreat into the past does

not solve the problems that confront us today.
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Nor does it do any good to come up with a lot of

"shoot-from-the-hip" nonsense about selling the Tennessee {,,’//

e —e

N ——

Valley Authority or trying to scrap the Social Security

~

ystem by meking it voluntary.

b

¥

K@srWe Democrats believe in keeping the best things
of the past and building on them. We are not afraid to
look into the future and work for the full development

of each man's potential.



e

-5 =

Our gim is to give every American the means and the
opportunity to secure the better things of life for himself
and his children. This is the primary goal of the "Great
Society" envisioned by President Johnson.

ngi‘lt is to our advantage - to the nation's advantage -

to have everyone in this country aspiring to live a better

life and reach a little higher on the ladder and have

better economic opportunities and more social Jjustice.

/Zi This is what we are talking about when we talk about

civil rights. With the enactment of the civil rights bill

—

we will be presented with a great opportunity to strive for

a true community of people...where neighbors regard each
'_____________,_._.______,__._-—-—-—-—-_.__-—-—0 —

other with charity and compassion...where Americans of all

— ——

races live together in harmony and good will.
s
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We must go to the people of America with the message

that men are needed to seek peaceful, constructive and posi-

tive responses to the blight of discrimination, segregation

and prejudice. Every American -- from the President in

Washington to the sohool child in every state -- must

become active participants in this crusade for human dignity.

There are political theorists who claim that the

—

essence of politics is power. They are wrong -- even

e e e

though power is a necessary element in the process of

polities. The essence of politics is the search for just

solutions to the fundamental problems of society. The

e ——— e e

essence of politics is the asking and re-asking of the most

——— e ——

difficult of all questions: What is justice? What is right?
e —— ey a— S e
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I believe that in this country we have had too much
emphasis placed on what's wrong in our country. E=hetseve W]{
L
criticism is absolutely necessary in om democratic socie@

&% we shouldn't let any lop-sided emphasis on what is wrong

Wﬂy blind us to the gains we have made and are
making.
4 Nor should we become so pre-occupied with criticism

‘, that we fail to point the way to a better life. I am a

positive Democrat. The politics of complaint and denunci-
—_— ——e ‘

ation does not satisfy my sense of public duty nor my

progressive spirit. I believe in the politics of advocacy

e e —————————

and action ;-

——
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That is why I am so proud of the record being made
by our great President, Lyndon Johnson. In continuing and
adding to the programs of the late President Kennedy he is
meking sure that the Kennedy-Johnson Administration will be

known to history as the time of the rebirth of the

progressive spirit in America.
————

/ One of the clearest expressions of this is the

President's declaration of war against poverty.
i o

In ringing terms he has told us that the richest nation
in the world can't afford to have one-fifth of its people

living in poverty -- that the richest nation in the world
= e

-——

can't afford unemployment and periods of economic recession.
._____—————*W

So far, I'm happy to report that under the Kennedy-

Johnson Administration we have had a record-breaking period«
R T i L
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of more than 40 months of continuing prosperity and progress.

-—

/ﬁi&mes are good, the number of people working is at a record

high and profits and income are all up.

Wr——y b

But this should not make us smug or satisfied. We (.t (

have too much unemploymgnt...too many pockets d poverty...

and we must do more to attack the roots of poverty and

the conditions that breed it.

/ One of the main battlegrounds in the War on Poverty

will be in the rural areas of America where the small farmpr

is being driven further and further to the wall---or forced

RS

to leave the life he and his family have known for
generations for the pressure-cooker atmosphere of our
big cities.

}K;This Administration is trying to help these hard-

pressed farmers by providing technical assistance and loans

- ——

so they can take unneeded and marginal cropland out of

production and convert it to .other profitable uses---
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grassland, woodland, wildlife and game refuges or

recreation areas.

/ __We also are acting to improve rural housing, helping

———

smaller communities with urban renewal projects and loans

for new public facilities and new water and sewage systems.

e —

All this will help win the War on Poverty---but

the primary effort will come in the field of education.

e

-

/z:hb must give better education to our children. I
am sure no one would disagree with this. But I also am
sure you will hear abot of grumbling and quibbling about
the cost from some of our short-sighted citizens.

/<[ I say there is no such thing as an expenditure for

' educat
education. There is an investmenf{. B&Every dollar we invest
‘-_—_____________—f

in education will come back tenfold. An investment for
your sons and daughters, for your grandchildren, for your
country...because education is power and education is

wealth.
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This present Congress---the 88th Congress---has
done more for education than any Congress since the
Morrill land-grant college act was passed in 1863.

But we must do more---and we shall. President
Johnson stated our goal in his speech on the Great Society
last month. "For every child a place to sit and a
teacher to learn from,' the President said.

Mr. Johnson went on to say that the "place to
bulld the Great Society is in the classrooms of America.
There your children's lives will be shaped. Our society
will not be great until every young mind is set free to
scan the farthest reaches of thought and imagination. We
are still far from that goal."

We still face a critical classroom shortage in this
country. We still have too many underpaid teachers. We

do not have enough guidance and counseling services for our
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high school students. We need more specilally trained
teachers to help 5 million retarded and handicapped
children become useful citizens. We need more engineers,
scientists and technicians for an age where excellence is the
standard---not merely a desirable goal.

LA

These Jchallenges we can meet. We have the
opportunity to make the development of brainpower America's
most important task and education our first and foremost
industry.

But I can tell you here and now this is a challenge
that will never be met by a political party that doesn't
care...or even worse by a political party that is bent
only on destruction.

We are going  into the Campaign of 1964 with a
President who wants to unite this country and not tear it
apart. And our task as fellow Democrats 1s to maintain

that unity within our own party. Above all, we should

conduct ourselves with good mamners, good taste, and firmness
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in the right as God gives us to see the right.

- End -



YOUNG DEMOCRATS CONVENTION, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

Coming here to address a Young Democrats convention
gives me & little pause. It seems like only yesterday that
oven my wife considered me & Young Democret.

Jo, you not only honor me, you flatter me when you ask
me to substitute for two such fine young Democrats as Ted
Semnedy and Birch Heyh.

Since recelving your gracious invitation from
Governor Hreathitt Ive taken a slightly differemt look
at the Semate and it's made me do & little thinking.

The United States Semate 1s a changed body since that
day back in 1949 when I first took the ocath of offlce at
the age of ¥7. For one thing, we have many more good
Democrats in the chamber now. BHut there's been another
change, too. The people are sending younger men to VWashington.

Do you reslize that there nov are 11 men in the

Senate who are under 457 A1l but two of them are Democrats.
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ind ke & look at the froshman claas of 1962 that
produced Birch Bayh and Ted Nemmedy. There are eight
freshimen Democrats in that class, Three of them ave
under 40---Bireh Beyh, Ted Hemmedy and Dan Inouye of
Hawali. Tour of those eight freshmen Democrats are in
their 40s. And the oldest fresiman Democrat is 54,
the Democretic party. I think this tells us that young
people are attracted to the Democretic party-—-that there
u.mtmm"mmmmmrmm-

The main reason for this is that the Democratic
party doesn't discourege its young. It is not afraid of
nevw ideas. It doesn't fear the future.

The Democratic party dossn't wring its hands over
problems and gmumble "that's the way things have slwaye
been--~you cen't do anything sbout it." No, we lock on

problems as challenges, opportunities, responsibiliies.
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The late President Fermedy put 1t well in his
stirring Insugurel Address: "I do not shrink from this

responsibility; I weloome it.”
This is also the crede of the man who succeeded

President Remnedy---Lyndon B. Johnson.

President Jolnson has vowed to carry on the New
Frontier progrems of John P. Esnmedy and work toward
crestion of "The Great Society.” lNe looks forward---not
backward to the "Lost Horizon."

The issue in November will be clesr. The Republicen
Party---gr at least those who claim to speak for it---is
proclaiming its yeamning for the good old days of long ago
when everything was oh-so-aimple. They would cope with the
issues of the 1960s by retresting into the last Century.

How, I don't scoff at nostalgia, It's a lot of
fun---in its proper place. Iut nostalgia is not an acceptable
issue for the Campaign of 196%. Retreat into the past does

not solve the problems that confront us today.
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Hor doms it do any good to come up with a lot of
" shoot~from~the-hip" nonssuse sbout selling the Tennessee
Valley Authority or trying to screp the Soclal Security
system by meking it voluntary.

Ho~--we Democrats believe in keepling the best things
of the past and uilding on them. We ave not afreld to
look into the future and work for the full development

of each man's potential.
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Cur aim is to give every American the meoans and the
opportunity to secure the better things of life for himself
and his children., This is the primary goal of the "Great
Society” envisioned by President Johnson.

It is to our sdvantage - to the nation's advantae -
to have everyone in this country sspiring to live s better
1life and reach a little higher on the ladder and have
better sconomic opportunities and more soclal justice.

This is vhat we are talking about when we talk about
civil rights. With the enactment of the civil rights bill
we will be presented with a grest opportunity to strive for
a true community of people...vwhere neighbors regard sach
other with charity and compesaion...where Americans of all

races live together in harmony and good will,
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We must go to the people of America with the message
that men are needed to seek peaceful, constructive and posi-
tive responses to the blight of discrimination, segregation
and prejudice. BEvery American -~ from the President in
Washington to the sbBhool child in every state -- must
become active participants in this crusade for human dignity.

There are polltical theorists who claim that the
essence of politics ies power. They are wrong -- even
though power is a necesssary element in the process of
politics, The essence of politics 1s the search for just
solutions to the fundsmental problems of soclety. The
essence of politics is the asking and re-asking of the most

difficult of all questions: What is Justice? What is right?
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I believe that in this country we have had too much
emphasls placed on vhat's wrong in our country. I believe
criticism is absolutely necessary in our democratic society.
But we shouldn't let any lop-sided emphasis on what is wrong
with our soclety blind us to the gains we have made and are
making.

Nor should we become so pre-occupied with criticism
that we fail to point the way to a better life. I am a
positive Democrat. The politics of complaint and demmci-
atlion does not satisfy my sense of public duty nor my
progressive spirit. I believe in the politics of advocacy

and action.



- 50 -

That is why I am so proud of the record being made
by our great President, Lyndon Jolmson. In continuing and
adding to the programs of the late President Kennedy he is
malking sure that the Kennedy~Jolmson Administretion will be
lmown: to history as the time of the rebirth of the
progressive spirit in America.

Gne of the clearest expressions of this is the
President's declaration of war against poverty.

In ringing terms he has told us that the richest nation
in the world can't afford to have one~-fifth of its people
living in poverty -~ that the richest nation in the world
can't afford unemployment and periods of economic recesaion.

S0 far, I'm happy to report that under the Kemnedy-

Johnson Administration we have had a record-breaking period.
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of more than 40 months of contimuing prosperity and progress.
Times are good, the number of people working is at a record
high and profits and income are all up.

Put this should not wmale us smug or satisfied. Ve
have too much unemployment...too many pockets of poverty...
and wve must do more to attack the roots of poverty and
the conditlons that breed it.

Gne of the main battlegrounds in the War on Poverty
will be in the rural areas of America where the small farwmer
is being driven further and fMurther to the wall--~or forced
to leave the life he and his family have lmown for
aenerations for the pressure~cooker atmosphere of cur
big cities.

This Administration is trying to help these hard-
pressed famers by providing technical assistance and loans
80 they can tale unneeded and marginal cropland out of

production and convert it to tother profitable uses—w-



We also are acting to improve rural housing, helping
smaller communities with urban renswal projects and loans
for new public fecilities and new water and sewage systems.

ALl this will help win the War on Poverty-—but
the primary effort will come in the fisld of educatiocn.

¥e must glve better education to our chlldren. I
am sure no one would disagree with this. But I also am
sure you will hear alot of grumbling and quibbling about
the cost from some of our short-sighted citizens.

I ssy there is no such thing as an expenditure for

education. There is an
in education will come back tenfold. An investment for
your sons and daughters, for your grendchildren, for your
country....because educetion is power and educatian is

wealth.
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This present Congress-——the £8th Congress--~has
done more fur education than any Congress since the
Morrill lsnd-grent college act was paseed in 1863.

Pat wo must do more~--and we shall, Prealdent
Jolmson stated our goal in his speech on the Creat Soclety
last month., “For every child & place to sit and a
teacher to lsarn from,” the President said.

M. Johnson went on to say that the "place to
build the CGreat Soclety is in the classrooms of Amsrica.
There your childrven's lives will be sheped. Our soclety
will not be great until every young mind is set free to
scan the farthest resches of thought and imegination. Ve
are still far from that goal.”

Yo still face a critical clasaroom shortage in this
country. VWe still have too many underpaid teachers. We

do not have emough guidance and counseling services for our
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high school students. Ve need more specially treinsd

children become useful ciltizens. We nedd more engineers,
scientists and techniciens for an age vhere excellence is the
standand~-~-not merely a deairshle gosl.

These challenges we can mset., Ve have the
opportunity to meke the development of brainpower America's
most Important tesk and education our flrst and foremost
industry.

But I can tell you here and now this is a challenge
that will never be met by a politicsl party that doesn't
Care...or even worse by a pelitical party that iz bent
anly on destruction.

We are going tinto the Campalign of 196% with a
President who wents to unite this country snd not tear it
apart. And our task as fellow Democrats is to maintein
that unity within our own party. Above all, we should

conduct ourselves with good manmers, good taste, and fimmess
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in the right as God glves us to see the right.
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