
H: In talking with the President himself of course 

the three most vulnerable areas are the._ South-the ,. ~~A l"'\ 1 ' \.. 

Midwest, and what he calls the- what we call 
*E 

the ethnic groups. But let's see whwre does Humphrey 

fit in on that. Well as I indicated to the President 

and ohhers have no one can help the President in the 

South besides himself, he is a Southerner and he will 

have to carry that himself. And myself I read all the 

polls that have been taken I don't show to be any drag 

on the President in that area. I think that the 

conduct of the Civil Rights Bill indicated that--didn't 

lend itself to any acrimony or any bitterness--on the 

contrary there was a good deal of goorl will and good 

feeling as far as the detail of the picture in Washington 

plus the fact much of the South is agricultural and 

this fits into what I consider my--if I have any expert-

ise or any competence in two fields--in any f"ields--I'd 

say these two--the whole subject of conservation and 

agriculture and foreign policy are areas in which I 

speci.alize. And I have a perfect voting record as far 

as the South is concerned agricultural problems 
as 

and there's n.ot only a voting record but/ one of the 

authors of the food for peace programs, school lunch 
hot 

programs legislation I think I could talka to these people. 

!here are some bridges. Now in the Midwest where the Presi-

dent feels really some problem because of the basic 

conservatism, again I am a Midwesterner, I've had tre- • 
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mendous support in the Midwest even in 1960. I think 

I have something to offer there because of my knowledge 

of that part of America and the agricultural economy 

as well as the developing type of industrial economy. 

And the same with this area of the Western states, 

wh~re the identity despite the fact that I come from 

a non-mountainous state of Minnesota that I've worked 

continuously in the fields of ·public power and reclama­

tion and water conservation and water resources,all of 

which is life and death to these people. 'nle only 

other point that I feel--there are two points that 

one mifiht make here on this is that I was ·up and talked 

the other day at the request of Mr. Farley? 

I was in New York , he called me over and asked me to 

drop by and we got to talking about this religious 

issue and the way it was opened up, he said to me, ''Well, 

how' re you doing?" and I said'i. ''Well, I've been. trying 

to work hard and do a good job as Senator," ''He said 

''You've done a good job as Senator, but I mean how're 

you doing on this job of Vice Presidency?" I said 

111 haven't been doing much about it. I felt that the 

best thing I could do was to demonstrate my compe·tenae 

as a legislator and give a good accounting of myself 

in terms of the South as well as the manner in which 

those results were achieved"and I said, "Let me ask 

you some questions. What do you think will be the 

case if Miller is on the ticket (this was before the 
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Republican Convention--Miller being Catholic,XJKKX 

kKBxx and all. He said, '~ell~ first of all, nobody 

really knows he's a Catholic, but of course that wti.l 
If 

be brought· out if it has to b"e./ It has to be identified 

that has a liability toft rather than an asset. Secondly, 

I've been in New York politics all my life--the main 

trouble tip in this state is that we constamtly place 

religion ethnic groups race so we've got a jungle 

up here in politics--there isn't·· anything 

good any more. Whenever we had a Catholic judge we 

had to replace him. If we had an Irishman we had to 

replace him. If we had an Italian we had to replace 

him. So finally the whole party is just destroyed 

and iractured on the issues of religion and race and 

ethnic groups. I do not want to see the Democratic 

Party go through that? nationally. ami I 1m for you 

far Vice President and I want you to know that and I 

think the Democratic Party will be making a terrible 

mistake to let· itself into the feeling now that it 

always had to balance the ticket religiousijse. We 

proved that we could overcome the religious area 

in this country and we did it as Democrats. 'lkz%x 

Let's not that decision by now trying 

to play petty politics with it from here on out. ''So 

much for that. 

)I G: Is this what you meant by the "ethnic"? 

H: Now the XK ethnic group as I say is like the Poles, 
• 

~. 
~ - . . r 
I 

--------------------------------------------~~ 



4k 

the Italians and the religions. But here 

seems to me to be the answer to this one. If you 

put an Irishman on as a Catholic, you don't necessarily 

get the Polish and the Italian. --If you try to appeal 

on the basis of just religion--but what you need to 

do : to appeal to these people is in term$ of their 

integration 
interest in immigration, their interest in jobs, their 

interest in better living and I think that this was 

Franklin Roosevelt's touch with them--he didn't appeal 

to them on the basis of reilion or on the basis ahat 

they were Italians and such. He appealed to them on 

look here 
the basis that/! fight for you to get a better work 

week, to get a better job, a better social security, 

a better place in which to live. If there's an{one 

group that really responds to the liberal challenge 

in American society today it is ~e lower income groups 

ia the work force. 

eH: What are we going to do about what relates to this 

problem of the Vice Presidenty, about the private 
places like 

studies that have been made in/Michigan and Minnesota 

tha·t do indicate that these areas in the 

ci.ties --these minority groups, Polish, etc., Italian-, 

there is no question about the white backlash. 

H; That's right 

GH : I spent all my hardearned money on this house and 

by God You know--

H; It just seems to me that if you let people have 
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their own alternative that we're going to lose this 

election--by that I mean with this group--with this 

-----Polish-Italian--just to mention those two groups--on 

--------~the2.asis_ of the Negro auestion, because they are 

worried.- They've got all their little savings in 

a piece of property --we've had demonstrable evidence 

--now the only other way that you can stop that is 

t .o give them some other alternatives--after all;-we'Ye 
campaign 

not now fighting a vacuum. We've got a zaxX£Kri against 

a man who's for the right-to-work law. We've got a 

camoaign against a man who ixxfaxxXkR has branded 

every trade union in the coutl.tlry for all _practical 

purposes as corrupt. We've got a campaign against a 

fellow that really believes in low wages. And I 

think we have to out the social and economic issues 

out so damn hard that it gives these fellows something 

- to think about and then to make it crystal clear that 

this civil rights movement isn't a threat to your 

life--in fact it upgrades your life. That's a harder 

. ~ 
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job. The idealistic job is more difficult but I 

-- ---- -·----- -- -··- ---··---
think that the big mistake that was made in Milwaukee ----~-·---·---·---. --

________ ---J;au:nwdL.JI_ saw_i_t._ and I saw_ it_aga!_n_~~-j3_al_!_!:._more arid 
-------------~-------

talked to Danny Brewster about it, ~I said, "Danny, 

when you're over talking to those workers in Balttthore 

you don't argue civil rights--you just point out that 

Wallace goddam him all he wants to do is to take those 
• 

jobs down to Mississippi and Alabama. He's really up 
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here, if he gets his w~y he has the candidate for 

President,he'll move industry into the low wage area--

into the non-union area. This is a fellow that never 

has ttood up for the worker's rights. We could 

certainly make that clear. ow as far as Goldwate-r is 

cori"cerned, I think there's one other iss"ue above all 

that's going to frighten these people, and that is 

peace and war. By God as much as man doesn't want to 

have a Negro moving next door to him, which he thinks 

maybe Lyndon Johnson and Hubert Humphrey might force 

on him, he doesn't want to have a man that's got itch 

fingers on the nuclear trigger, because nobody will 

be living next door. 

GH: That's right. Tjhat's one of the reasons why I 

• haven 1 t been as wor-ried as some people about the poli-

tical consequences of the datK~xx deterioration 

of Vietnam because the only answer to that Goldwater has 

is get more into it. 

H: Exactly. And I want to say that the one prevailing 

view that I get when I talk to just ordinary people 

like my little maid that came in here last night when 

I worked late up here, she said "Don't you think Mr. 

Goldwater will push into war?" k the taxibab .trlvers, 

but I was out home during the Republican Convention, I'm 

in a county that's predominantly Republican, and one 

after another, when would say ·~ God that fellow 

will get us into war." Now the people do not want a 
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war and Goldwater's answers to all these didfficult 

problems the pace is to acc~lerate the dagger point. 

1 think the Democrats are just--for the first time 

our party is not going to be characterized as a war 

party and--remember what Eisenhower did as a peace man. 

He ~idn't talk.ax about going to Korea to step up the 

war. He talked about going to Korea to end the war and 

Goldwater doesn't talk about going to Vietnam to ease 

it off or to contain? the war, he talks about cutting 

grass off with nuclear bombs. 

GH: First of all, do you think that there is now a 

really sizeable element in the Democratic Party, pri-

marily in the big cities, that is the East plus Chicago 

and so on, that are actively pushing for Bobby Kennedy? 

H~ Yes. 1 think so. 1 think Bobby has got a tremen-

dous following simply on the basis of name and aUo on 

the basis of his own contact with leaders. 1 think 

everybody ought to recognize that in the three years 

that President Kennedy was with us, Bobby was so 

instrumental in his political fortunes that a number of 

the Kennedy people that are very loyal to Bobby were 

elected into key party positions. 

GH: Some people have even said cro me that the only 

real Democratic organization there is in the country 

is the Kennedy organizationo 

H: To some degree. But 1 say that most people in 

p·arty politics are fully conscious of the power of 
• 
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the President and I've always been one of those that 

indicated to the President that the flarty will do just 

about what he wantt to do if he knows what he wants us 

to do. 

GH: Now the other thing is the role of labor unions. 

Are they really going to be firm--you remember this is 

a question we discussed in thevery beginning. Are 

they going to be sort of "anything you say, boss"? 

H: No, I don't think so. I think the labor movement 

I just had one of their men here, Dave Macdonald? just 

left this office before I called you--! think first of 

all the labor movement has been -- privately between 

us and not for any--George Meaney went over this with 

the President and told him in no uncer~ain words that 

he was for ~ubert Humphrey and not only was he but he 

felt that 90 percent of all the officers of his local 

and internationalx support • 

GH: You will try one other thing. which has been 

raised as a strong argument for you; namely that the 

President cruite clearly is going to continue performing 

like an intelligent Eisenhower. He is the Great White 

Father and he stands for unity, harmony, peace 

H: I wanted to come to that--that's what I was talking 

with Dave about here a while ago. The labor movement 

number one has got to get aroused. I t cannot let the 

defection take place in its rankg--it has to hate the 
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· ugly specter of what the opposition really means. And 

this opposition is cool and relentless. Sorrebody's 

got to be able to get out and fire uo the trooos. 

Because what happens with fanaticals iKxx 

in the ~oldwater camp is they terrify and frighten a 

our 
bmxrl people aoathy onE the one hand 

soiE oeoole say "Oh my God he couldn't win", and two, 

a kind of terror and fear that strikes through the 

ranks because of the viciousness of the attack . Well, 

I think that the Administration is going to need some 

articulate spokesmen and going to need a Vice Presi-

dential candidate that can go on out and rally the 

that 

forces and number mne,xzx/ has been idenfied with this 

program. We cannot run away from the Kennedy-Johnson 

program. This is our program, and we can't run away 

from the Roosevelt-Truman-Stevenson-Kennedy tradition. 

GH: Isn't it a auestion that the Attorney General . 

all good 
and Xke/ Democrats will campaign ? 

H: Not a bit--as a matter of fact I can say that 

my relationship with the Attorney General and his 

ieople are very good. If you were to ask Larry 

O'Brien and Kenny O'Donnell who they're for they'd 

say, well, of course, they're for Bob Kennedy and 

they ought to be because they came up with him, but 

if you say, well who are you for second, they'd say 

Humphrey. • 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


