TR/NSCRIPT

PRESS CONFERENCE

SEN.TOR HUBERT HUMPHREY
Little Roclk, /rkansas
TV Stations K/ RK and K.TV
September 1 , 1964

"MEET THE ST/ATE PRESS"

/NNOUNCER: It is indeed Channel 1ll's privilege to bring before the state
tonight Senator Hubert Humphrey, candidate for the vice-presidency of the
United States.

Questioning Senator Humphrey will be Llyyd Hobeck, UPI; Bob Starr,
lssociated Press; Pat Owens of the /rkansas Gazette; and Babby Foster. Your
moderator is Bob Hicks.

MR. HICKS: Senator Humphrey, 1oy we, too, welcome you to /rkansas and
thank you for appearing on Face the State Press. We have four of .rkansas'
top reporters here who are anxiously waiting to question you, so with your
perinission, will Miss Foster of the /rkansas Gazette ask the first questions?

MISS FOSTER: Senator, I wonder what your reactions were to the state-
ment that was wade recently in .rkansas, and this was the statement that any
laying down to be done in the streets to block off traffic of legitimate
business should be run over’

SEN/TOR HUMPHREY: Well, I would hope that no one would want to run over
anybody. There is 2 necessity, however, of maintaining the public order and
in waintaining public peace. It would be the responsibility of local officials
to see to it that traffic was not interferred with.

At the same time, people should abide by the law but violence does not
get law, and law and order is the only way I know of to prevent violence.

QUESTION: Senator, on the subject of these riots, such as disturbances
in our northern cities this sunmer, how should they be handled or is there a
prevention for then?

SEN.TOR HUMPHREY: Well, first of all, we wust all recognize that civil
disobedience and civil lawlessness does not does not mean civil liberty or
civil rights.

I think we should also recognize that it is the priuary duty of govern-
ment to iaintain the peace and uaintain law and order and therefore, measures
must be taken to prevent looting, to prevent arrests, viilence, and people
who engage in violence and disorder and promote general community chaos.

Stern law enforcement, fair law enforcement is the first requirement of
a local or state official. I don't believe that we ought to have Federal,
should I say, Federal police. I do feel, however, that the investigating ser-
vices, such as the FBI, can be of help to see whether or not there is a pattern
in these acts of violence and disorder ond if there is, such a pattern then,
of course, there is a possibility of Federal action.

Now, having said all of this, asking for proupt, efficient law enforce-
ment and law observance, I think we also have to recognize that in some
instonces, there are many social injustices which prorote these watters,
teking the instance of Harlem, if you will permit me the tine.

There are 50 thousand people living in an area of three and
one half square miles. If that same demsity of population were



+ress Cnnference, Little inck, -2-

applied tn the rest of New ¥York City, the entire population »f the
‘mited 3totes ©ould be put in three bornughs -- three bornuzhs in
what we call Metrnpnlitan New York,

When ynu have such density »f population, schonl Arop-outs,
when you have large unemployment among the ypouth, when you have
1lliteracy and tenements, crowded housing conditions, inadequate
parking space -- all »f that, I think, tends tn lend itself toward
vinlence.

This dnes nnt mean you condnne the vinlence. It means take
law enforcement and seek tn enfnrce a better snciety, to gzet nn
with the job »f cleaning up cessponls of infection:that is what
they are.

QUESTION: 4gzain -n civil rights, in the southern states,
children go t» schnols near their homes. In New York City, I am
sure you are aware, children are being forced tn zg» further away
from their homes. This seems to be inconsistent. Wonder what you
think?

SENATOu HUMsHAEY: I have expressed myself earlier, and I
am not for this long range bussing, usinz children, in nther words,
to accomnlish a sncial osbjective and bussing these children from
one end of the city to annther. what we need to do in 4merica is
to buili better neighborhonds and it is still true, at least it is
in my conviction, that neizhborhnni schnols are better schools
because you have closer parental-student-teacher relationship, so
we, as we put in the Civil dizghts uct of 1964, we said that that
act shall not permit, insofar as any enforcement procedures under
that «ct 1s concerned, school bussing »f children longz - iistances.

QUESTION: ULzain, »n civil rights, 4o you think, Senator,
Fulbright®s vote against the Civil «ights Bill will prevent his
being appointed to the Cabinct?

SENLTOH HUMLHUEY: I would hope nont. I conesider Senatsr
Fulbright t» be sne »f the =mnst enlizhtencd, nne »f the mnst able
Senators in the history of our country. und his knowledge of
forelzn relations, his kn»owledgze of »ur ecomnomy, his basic sense
of falr nlay and sncial enlightenment, qualifies him for any nffice
from the rresident »n 4»wn.

QUESTION: We have quite a few rumors that he might be
Secretary of State. Have you heard any?

appointed

SEN.LTOZ HUMLIHIEY: I have heard that many times and I don't
have anything mnre to say thon I have said. I can say that he 1is
the great Sgnator from Lpkansas ani is the Chairman »f the Com-
mittee on Foreign .delations. He is nne »f the most important
and powerful men in the zovernment of the United States.

Ma. HICKS: Mr. Owecns.

Ma. OWENS: Senator, the qurtatisn abov+ running over penple
that Mrs. Foster read you was made by Governnr faubus who, I
believe, has snaid that nobody else would run a lying iemnmnstrationg
he would get behind the wheel and dn it himself. Now, ynou are
saying that you and the Gorvernnr have hai ;ast Aifferences.

Do you have Aifferences now with Mr. Faubus andi are you,
in fact, endorsing his candidacy for Governor »f Lrkansas?

SENaTOr HUMIHRAY: Well, I 4i4n’t come 4own here o get
into a squabble about what Governnsr Faubus noy 2r may not have
saldi. I heard somewhere along the day -- and a very busy day
I hal -- that he maie snme correctinn »f that allegel statement.

But be that as it may, my purpose in coming here is to
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campalign for a Democratic ticket, Lyndion B. Johnson and Hubert
Humphrey, as candidates for .resident and Vice iresident,
respectively. I think Governor Faubus has done some very gond
things in your state in terms of industrial development, in
terms of agricultural prozrcss.

I spoke earlier today to the dural flectrification
Cooperative and it had among them, particularly from the State of frkansas,
enthusiastic support for your Governor on the issue of rural electrification.

The Govenor has not asked me to endorse him. I am afraid
if T did, it might not help him, so I think about the best thing
to do is just ride along,.

QUESTION: You expect to see the Governor while you are here?

SEN/ATOR HUMPHREY: I would hope to. I don't know just what the plans are.
It is possible that they con be defined.

QUESTION: Senator, you said if you did endorse the Governor, you are afraid
it might not help him. Would you clarify that, sir?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: T think that in certain instances being
left alone is sometimes a help.

QUESTION: That might becauss of the civil rights fame. You
spent the last two days in states that theoreticalll are against
your position, yet you seem to have gained a new respect in the
matter, I wonder if you feel the rights issue will be against you--

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I find that most /mericans are not of o one-track mind,
and the civil rights issue is an important issue but it is not the only matter
we are concerned about. What is more, it is now the law of the land and who-
ever is President of the United States will have to enforce that law. I would
prefer to encourage people to observe it, to make the necessary community
adjustments that will help bring respect for the law and I think this is being
done. Quite frankly, I am deeply impressed by the progress that has been made
in the South.

Sometimes we of the North fail to see what is being done someplace else.
We have our own problems in our own areas. Now, the enthusiastic reception
that I have had -~ and it's been just that -- I think is due to the fact that
people are concerned about many things.

We have been in Texas. They are concerned about agriculture. They are
concerned about jobs. They are concerned about the attitude and cnd Senator
Goldwater on the matters of nuclear policy and foreign policy. Besides that,
I like people and I'd like to think that people like me, and I think that the
South has a great future.

In fact, I think that it is developing faster than any other part of
Anmericd. I am here to encourage that development and I think it is developing
educationally, socially, economically, and palitically. And anything I can do
to help that along, I want to do.

QUESTION: Senator, .I understand you yourself have something of a
southern background and spent some time, I believe, at Lousiana State University.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes, sir.

QUESTION: Do you think that your youthful experience gave you some under-
standing of the South?

SENATCOR HUMPHREY : I haven't heart much about this --

QUESTION: What do you remember?

’ an = e .. . N
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SENATOR HUMPHREY: I know it was a very useful experience. Louisiana
State University, at the time I attended there, had a very find School of
Government. Mrs. Humphrey and I lived there for a year. Our little daughter,

who today is married and has two daughters of her own, was a little baby there
at that time.

I met many people I saw on the political campaign. I traveled around
the state, but I would like to believe that as an American citizen and as a
Senator that has studied his country, traveled widely in our country, that I
do have some understanding of the economic and social and political problems,
not only of my own state but of other states.

What we really need to do here is try to promote a kind of change of
ideas and also a respect for the manner in which we deal with our respective
problems. A bit of tolerance and a good bit of understanding, I think, is
bringing us a long way.

This is a much better country than it used to be and it is going to
get better as we go along.

QUESTION: Senator, when Governor Faubus announced that he would sup-
port the national party, was this a surprise to you and President Johnson? Do
you feel that would in any way alienate the northern Democrats?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I don't think it will alienate any of the northern
Democrats. /rkansas and Louisiana, as I remember, are the two states that have
never voted Republican.

Now, from my point of view, of course, that shows a kind of indigenous
political wisdom to commend themselves to the attention of the whole nation.
We are very pleased to have a unified support in Arkansas, and I think this
will help a great deal in the rest of the South.

Let's just say this. The Democratic party and the Democratic Admini-
stration, since the time of Franklin Delano Roosevelt have gone very good for
the South and the South has been very good to the Democratic party. We also
depend on the South.

When I look at what has happened in Arkensas, I see a partnership
here between the Federal government and the state government and private
industry and the rural economy that has literally lifted this state to new
levels of economic growth and progress.

The Republican party never trieil t» help this pert of umerica.
It is much more »f 2 restrictive, withdrawzl type »f governmental
rhilnsophy. It dnes not scnse that the zovernment can be a part-
ner, can be a great help in relessing the capacities of a country
nr a state »r of an individual.

Ma. HICKS: Miss foster.

MISS FOSITZ.l: Question: I notized in your Hot Springs' speech
you kept referring to Goldwaterism. what is the 4Aistinction you
draw between Goldwaterism and conservatism?

SENLTO2 HUMLHsY: I conesider conservatism to be to be o
responsible political philnsoaphy that has respect for tradiition,
that als» has a recoznitinsn »f current problems.

I consider Goldwaterism t» have 2 %ind »f fictional under-
standing »f our heritage, without any rezard to the facts »f
history, andi literally n» foresizht and a heavy Ansc of irrespon-
sibility in 4dealin; with contemporary matters, and little »r n»
visinsn about the futurec.

I'n put it sinmply -- Goldwaterism is just nnt reality. It's
A kind »f »olitically never-never land. I think the Saturiay
gvening .n2st said of the Senator that he was sort of o “stray”.
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By that, he is not in the main stream of the depublican party and
he surely isn't in the stream of the main or the tributaries of
th2 Democratic party.

I'nere are thousands of idepublicans in any, part of the country
ani I am sure this is true all over everywhere, that they are zoingz
to Johnson, not because they are enthusiastic about the Democratic
party but because they just worry about their country.

hey ijust feel they cannot trust the judzment of Senator
Goldwater and they feel that they can trust the judgment and the
exoerience and the knowledge of the government of .resident Johnson.
They are putting country before party.

s
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SEMATOR HUM:HAEY: 4s I s2id dout Scnator Thurmond, we 4o

believe in freedom of choice in this country, and what I think
Senator Thurmoni Ail was to make his vontes in the Congzress and his
political nhilnsnphy, which is surely his privilege to hnld. He
made it lezitimate. He went over to, as he said, the Goldwater
depublican party.

I call that to your attention beecanse the sepubliecan party
in my state wouldl find very little accommoiation with the views of
Senator [hurmoni. The Goldwater faction of the Jepublican varty,
and it is a minor faction, that faction or fragment of the depub-

3 2 - 3 . - £ +
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liepublican party, and that is why I think Senator Goldwater must
be defeated.

I believe in the two-party system and I believe that a two-
party system must begin upon basic objectives. They must agree
upon goals. TIhey may disagree upon the approach to those goals
or the means but they must agree upon ultimate objectives. and
it is my view that most nepuollcans and most Democrats ‘have com-
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r Thurm oc January if he wants to come?
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SENaTO. HUMLHAEY: I would seriously doubt that. I hope
that I will have a nosition in the Senate as the presidiing offi-
cer and therefore will not be privilezed to participate in the
senitorial caucus but since Strom Ihurmond has made his choice,

I think he is entitlel to move real estate, his desk, over to the
depublican side. There is a lot of room over there. I feel there
will be more later.

WQUESTION: Do you think it is possible there are other Demo-
crats in the Senate .1 Lo Lhe Fouse who take roughly the same
views as sSenator Thurmoni does? Do you think it is possible that
the Democratic party will ever move -- sort of shove those people?

SENal'Ot HUMrHaEY: No, I have not endnrsed the concept of
sort of trying to make our party a monolithic thing, structuring
the Democratic party as a national party andl we have to face up
to this fact, that there are different stqves of different types
of ievelooment economic and social, througnout this great country
of ours. I"4 like to think I am somewhqt a student of government.
I have heard many people say, "Well, we ouzght to have it like
they have it in Britain, a Conservative party and Labor. In Norway,
you have Labor, a Conservstive porty and Sceislist. OFf course, it
iont+ +het pimnle bhangunen inm +he Seondirarion animtw e, ther hae
brinzy within
the basic framewnrz of the Democratic party a rather broad spectrum
of palisicel viekco, ~
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_____ iythiine el With the Goldwetey movement hers
are those in the advance guard »f that movement that are anyth'ng
but tolerant, anything but flexible. They don’t seelt to adjust i
or compromise or to cogperate. They seek to dominate and they have
proven this in state after state an T fhwnk the 4pmqngtvﬁf1mn at
the Cow walace was the evidence that anyone neededi, when you watched
that on televisinn, the insistence »f the uoldwaterltes that you

A it my way.
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perty was the problem ani what 4o you think they ouzht tn 4o abnut

et ?

SUNalOn ddieduwY: Well, renérelly, if nne is in somewhat ill
health, he really nught to 1o a little self-examination because his
habits may nnt be tnn znnd; his attitule may not be ton 30943 he
mAay well be, in a sense, nh, getting »ut of line a little tonn nften
for his pnlitical ani econnomic heslth.

I think that the .evnublican party has failed tn win electinns,
primarily because it has failedi to sense the rnle nf zovernment in
modern =saisty, ot it haz £4511-4 %~ =senzc that the smerican penple
1onk upnn their ravernnent as nne of the forces in the 1life »f the

nation-that zives them a chance, a better chance. It npens up the
pathways »f nppartunity.

1 have been tryinxy to analyze what it is what we in pnlitics
have triel to 4An for venple. rt'or example, I 4on’t believe that I
nwe you A livinz. I mean, I 4o nnt believe that a gnvernment of
this country ouzht tn make sure that you are well off.

I 4» think, however, that I owe it ton you, if I can bpnssibly
in angthinz about it ton see tn it that you have an oppnrtunity for
A job. I think I nwe it to y»ou to sce that ynu have an opprrtunity
to train yourself for that jnb.

No, I ean't instill within you the incentive tn zet uo and zn,
to want t» make somethinz nut of yourself but I can, through the
.use »f the zovernment, remnve these boulders of inhibitinn, »f
resistance , s» there is a clear track for you to drive on or walk
nn, if ynu have a willingless tn 1n this.

I Zuecgz thzt iz absub ss dnplified a way (g I.can think »F
to speak »f it.

QUESTION: Do you see anythingy wnusual -- well 4314 yna ever
Yot on (\V}’qf\rﬁﬁmﬂv““ FParAam +hna Tianme+ noTnTenana o Pr\-\n \n-| An\n f:f‘{‘-i cr_‘\?
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SENaTO HIduiELEY: Well, the Hurst newspapers, in earlier
1qys, were 1réas crusaders for much »f the s,cixlliczisiation for
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the #errlins woh The Iurct newspaeers have shown a great concern
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really decided -- I mean, the decision they made -- it appears to

me wes brsed uroM, net that they agreed with everything Lyndon Johnson,
President Johnson did and surely net everything that Hubert Humphry
may stand for -- e

but ynou have tn make chonices. We don't have the perfect camdidate
for you and for I and for me, and for somebody else. We have, in
a sense, two candidates, two forces at work now in american public
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life ani nn the day »f November 3ri, mnst people ouzht to zo,
ani I think all penple that are elizible to vote ought tn go and
cast an intellizent vote nn thnse choices.

and whot gearst newepsnere have danme, like sthers, e to make
that chadre amd T think That netvmally imeriss ¢ in better hands
with Lyndon Tohmaoe an Jrepddent smd Hubert Humphrey as Vice fresi-

y
Aant thon G+ S0 if Q@ vebarn OaTlAwatar and Mr», Millzcr were in cinmilar

pacitiome, T thiwml vhaet %har hewre balanced it off. I imagine
that the Hearst: newspapers coull zive us a whiplashing . o some
nf our views anil maybe we coull pegpond in one case but you make
the choice, and you have to make he choice.

N TIQATTNAT.

. S A900 Now, Senator --

SEN.aTOL Hdriodng8Y: bMay I say we taark the genrdt newspaper for
that endnrsement. wWe want tn thank all

QUESTION: Do ynu think the full details o»f the Bnbby Baker
'] +-

c8¢ will 2ome sut ar have thay come nut?

SeNalOr HUMudoBEY: I think that the nmost recent action of the
Senate will surcly permit a full explanatinon »f the last allegations
that were madec in all seriousness tn you. TI'he 8nbby Baker case
is beinz cieckedi anil re-checkel by the Internal unevenue Service,
by the Jus:cice Department, by the rederal Bureau of Investigation,
and I thing it is well known that anytime that the F31 develnps
sufficient information for a grani jury, that appropriate -- that
it will zn befonre that 2rani jury and seek an inlictment.

[he 3nmmittees nf the Conzress, the Committee. nf the Conzress
handliny tais has carried nm A gnn1 investigatinon. I know snme
penple wouldl like it tn be nutrizht razzle-dazzle but this is a
pnlitical year andl he knws that the other 4day, someone said that
we were sweepinz it under the ruxz.

Now, if I were a uepublican, I don't think I woulil take
about ruzs because the last ruz that any one got his feet on
was nne in the nffice of the White House, was a lr. alams. uni it
just seems to me that we ought to kind »f keep these in reasnnable
persoective.

lhis is a Dalitical year. 1 have been in politics a long
time. If there is any wronzrining, it should be exposed ani if
there is any action, that has been a vinlation of the law, and it
should be prosecuted. It’s just that simple.

QULSTION: Woull you?

SENATO.: HUMiHaBY: I surely would. In fact, 1 vnted for
the Bi-partisan Committee of squalness of uaepublicans and Democrats
as a sort nf committee nf surveillance, committee »f ethics, a
committee of discivnline over the entire Jnited States sSenate but
I 4on’t helieve it dnes very much g0od tn gn arouni aheking-in fear
DTITO Sonnt . ~nrace s efn . : - s . .
Mé;§y3§v3;t2§33 @%hggs?? other 1is ¢©nzaged in nefarious activities
QUESTION: Senator Goliwater in Mewphls charzedl this week
that there were various issues which he felt that the Kennedy
administration should answer. TIhe 30obby Baker case was nane,
Viet Nam., He alsn mentimmed .residential ponliecy and pnstures
about Cuba. What 4n ynu think that this country should 4o about
Cuba, but to what extend that we should, as a zovernment, either
nfficially or unnfficially, 42 tn aid Cuba in any overthrow of
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of the Castro government if it appears the people may want it?

ISENATOR HUMPHREY: I believe what we are doing about Cubs is

the pos-
silility that it should be continued. Mr. Goldwater has made fastastic charges
about Cube in his speech in Seattle, Washington. A short time ago, he charged
that President John Kennedy used the whole strife of the missile crises of 1962
for political purposes. This is a shameful statemtnt. . . .. T

= e,
ALTESoOUR

He knows it is Ffalse. It was outrageous, also to the Committees of
Congress that examined 211 the evidence. /11 the evidence was pursu ed about
what to do about Cuba. We pursued the Cuban case in the Organization of
/merican states. Every single Latin /merican country, save Mexico, has broken
relations with Cuba.

We imposed an embarge on Cuba. I think we ought to aid wherever
they take any clandestine operations, Jjust really activities within Cuba. I
think we ought to prevent shipment of erms from Cuba to Latin /American
countries. I think I have said this on the Senate floor. I think we ought to
agree that it is more than a nuisance. It could well be a subversive threat
to the entire Latin J/imerican hemisphere.

THE ANNOUNCER: We have run out of time. We want to thank you very much,
Senator Humphrey, for Mect the State Press.
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