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Let me con6ratulate you on the miracle of Amer ican a ,]iculture·. 

The entire Nation should lillmr--and t i1is reat occas ion is a good place 

to tell it--that rather t han bein.,. a "problem, " a &,riculture actually is 

America's number- one success story. 

Since bef ore the c. a1m of history, Zood bas been a n:atter of life- and 

death importance in l£an 1 G daily struL;...;le to survi .re • 

You have conquered that challenc.;e . You have cr eated a revolution o:L 

abundance vrithin the past ~eneration . 

The American Farmer is the i·rorlcl 1 s most e :i'.Licient producer . The 

output o:L t he averawe a Gricultural vTOrJ..er in t he last decade has increased 

alraost three time s as much as t he industrial 1-rorLer 1 & • 

Fa:L·mers represent less than ~ per cent o.f the population, yet they pro-

duce enou~h f ood and fiber to ieed the Nation better ant cheaper than any 

place in the i·Torld . These sane f armers produce enoul.,h so that vre can pro-

vide over three quarters o:l' a billion dollars in :rood each year to our ovm 

needs, distribute :~2 oill.ion of i'oocl around the 1vorld under our Food :Lor 

Peace ProJ ral.ll , sell nearly ·1:· and one-half ·oillion vrorth f or dollars abroad 

to increase our Nation 1 s e;,:port earninG--and still have adequate reserves 

for the Nation ' s safety and potential to produce even more . This is an 

amazing record . 

The 110rld has never seen anythinG lil>e this . It truly is an American 

miracle. ..e shou.l.d be proud or that achie ement--and I am proud of' you Hho 

have made it possible. 

- more -
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Unfortunately, vTe have come to tal~e this American miracle of agriculture 

for granted. The American people must come to understand the great contri­

bution that American agriculture has made to this Nation, and to the rest of 

the world as well . 

He need to know how vre can improve the economic position of a numeri­

cally and proportionally shrinking group in our population . 

He need to remember who takes the risks of drought and flood, hail and 

early frost, insects and markets, and all the uncertainties of the market­

place . You knovT and I knou, and if Senat or Goldvrater doesn't know , I'm sure 

he will before this day is over . 

Consider what this miracle of agricultural abundance means to the Nation 

- -other than just farroors . 

For consumers--and that is all of us -- it is "consumer insurance" of 

market basket bargains . For workers--millions of them-- it is "job insurance . " 

For the Nation as a \·Thole it is "balance of payment insurance . " And perhaps 

most significant of all, it is car insurance of peace, plenty, and freedom. 

And let us remember that peace and freedom is everybody ' s concern, not 

just the farmer's . Food is power in today's world . Food is a vital force 

for peace and freedom, giving us needed diplomtic strength in the 1vorld as 

\·Tell as enabling us to exemplify the true humanitarian spirit of the American 

people . 

Food for Peace may yet prove the real path to peace . 

We have scored our greatest victory over Communism in the world by the 

evidence of the success of our free enterprise system of American 

farmers. 

family 

Hith the miracle of agricultural abundance meaning so much to this 

Nation , the Nation ' s conscience requires greater economic justice for the 

farm people . 

Unfortunately, the blessings that this miracle of abundance have 

brought to our Nation are not fully shared by all our f arm people . 

Despite the increased eff iciency of the Ameri can farmer, he does not fully 

share in bc:nefits of this greater productivity . Even 1vith farm income in­

creased durinG the past four years, the fa1·me r 1 s average income is only 63 

per cent of that of the non-farm 1vorl~er . 

- more -
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That's hardly the 1·taY to rew.rd the most efficient segment of our 

economy. 

VIe need to do better-a whole lot better. And we're going to. 

He have heard and 1·Te ,.,ill hear more about "freedom" in this campaign. 

All of us are for freedom--real freedom. And that must include freedom from 

poverty, the greatest force for regimentation of them all. 

Opporbunity--equal opportunity--is the promise of America. ~ must 

be the promise to rural America, 

But let's remenDer that social and economic justice for farm people-­

as necessary as it is to the Nation's conscience--is only one part of the 

argument for greater concern about agriculture. 

\·lhat we do--or fail to do--about protecting and improving farm income is 

not for farmers alone. It is necessary to protect our national interest. 

It is necessary to assure continued "consumer insurance" market baskets 

bargains resulting from abundance. It is necessary t o assure continued 

"job insurance" for millions of workers. It is necessary to awsure con­

tinued balance of payment earnings through continually expanding farm exports. 

It is necessary to maintain our Nation's pm.,er for peace and freedom. 

And, most of all, it is necessary to protect our great agricultural 

producing plant and to conserve the God- given re source of the soil. 

Hith the uncertainties of climate and disease, the Nation can only be 

assur ed of always having enough food and fiber if f armers are willinB to 

produce more than enough . Yet that 'more than enou~1 " needed for the Nation's 

security is what brings down the farmer's prices intbe market place. 

If there is a cost involved in maintaining our povrer of abundance, it 

truly is a national cost, not a cost that should be absorbed by farmers alone. 

None of us knows all the ans,·rers to the complex problems of American 

a griculture and what vre can do to ma.kee better use of our tremendous produc­

tive potential, ,.,bile providing greater Eij,uality of c;pportunity for our f arm 

f amilies. 

Changing technology, changing American commitments in the world, changing 

requirements of international trade, changing mar keting structure, changing 

eating habits of hnerican people--all of these have a direct bearing upon 

American agriculture and .American Agricult ural policy. 

- more -
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He need to knew what is good in our programs and what needs change. 

I see no reason to seek changes in the present and effective tobacco, 

peanut, and rice programs--unless the producers themselves find improverrents 

they desire. The saree thing is true for the wool program. 

Our sugar program is designed to benefit the Nation's beet and cane 

farmers, assure American consumers adequate supplies at reasonable prices, 

and provide many foreign countries with a market for their sugar. This pro­

gram apparently is working well. Any adjustments in it should be designed 

merely to meet current conditions without changing its basic objectives. 

However, we still need improve~ents in our wheat program, our feed 

grains program, our dairy program, and our cotton program. Working and 

planning together we can get needed improvements, but they will not be brought 

about if the Chief Executive of this Nation is a man who is unsympathetic 

to the needs of American agriculture. 

You know where President Johnson stands. He is a rancher and a cattle­

man. He is your friend. 

You had better know where Senator Goldwater stands. He has said he 

doesn't knmr anything about farming and I believe him. He also bas said 

he wants to get rid of our price support programs--and a good many of you. 

I believe he means that, too. 

The wheat program, the cotton program, and the wool program all expire 

next year. Any new legislation must go to the White House for approval or 

veto. 

You had better make sure you have a friend in the White House. You 

had better make sure that Lyndon Johnson remains as President of the United 

states. 

He need to re-study our wheat and feed grains programs. Compulsory 

production restructions to gain price objectives do not seem to be a 

satisfactory answer for wheat and feed grains. Voluntary production ad­

justments programs properly administered are better, but will not alone 

achieve our income objectives. Cropland retire~ent to expand conservation 

acreage should be further explored. However, we must be concerned with the 

future of rural communities. 

- more -
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There are various vrays of supplementing farm income ifithout dist01·ting 

tru:.rl{et prices and normal channels of trade-.,.at a time vthen inte.!IDational trade 

in farm commodities is becoming of increasing significance. Actually, 

vigorous efforts to expand oublets for farm products both ~t home and 

abroad. seem to offer the brightest ho:pe of all. This :particularly is ·Grue 

of cat·Gle, where the ranchers themselves have asked for nothing more than 

the opportunity to furbher develo:p and preserve and expanding free market. 

Our farm cooperatives and indeed other segments of our free enter:prise 

system, can and :probably should :perform many of the ma.:::-keting ftmctions now 

being performed by federal agencies. The Government 1 s role should be to 

sup:plement, not su:p:plant , :private enter:prise--including cooperatives. 

\fuat we may need is a combination of several alternatives--de:pending 

u:pon which best fits a s:pecific commodity. At least the door never should 

be shut in the search for new ways to achieve our national objectives. 

For milk and other dairy products '"e need to find better ways of meet.1 

ing the real needs of our low income eroups and fuJ.f:UJ.i:ng ou.r hu..man:i.ta;..·:?.~m 

objectives abroad. 

We certainly must expand and :provide adequate fun:~s for our farm Cl's di·iJ 

programs, the great Rural Electrification :program, the soil conse~~ation 

:programs, the special milk :program, the school lunch rrogre~, and the 

food stamp :program, All of these have made and continue to make great 

contribution to rural America and the rest of the Nation. 

A ra:pidly changing a griculture in a changing imrld requ:i.res contim:ing 

:rev5.evr and rea:p:pra.isal of farm programs and :pol.icie::s. This is wh;y I have 

proposed the creation of a bi-parcisan blue ri".::"Jon conutission m1 agricul­

tural pol:l.cy. 

There is one app:coach, ho1Vever, tha;::; I flatly reject··-the Goldwater 

alternative of wiping out all of our farm programs <J.nd delibera.t ely ser:::k:.Ilg 

to force farmers off the land. 

Senator Goldwater has l a id bare his innermoi:·:. convi.::t ionB abou~ ma.ny 

:n:at.ters of public concern in his book called ':Conscience of a Con.;;ervative ". 

Here is \·That he se.ys about farm pYograms, ann I quote" "lliE:~:e can be no 

equivocation he.,e····:prompt and f i n '3.J. te::r:rnina+.ion of the fa.r.r. subsidy prog:r.-P..'ll" :r 

- more -
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This is the death sentence to agriculture~ I regr~t it. It would 

impoverish farm people--wipe out billions in rural l~nd values--ruin busi-
' ness on rural America's main streets--and solve abso~utely nothing. 

But it shouldn't surprise farm people that the temporary spokesman for 

the Republican Party shows little concern for their well-being. For ten 

years he has been voting against the farmer in the Congress. 

Look at his record. 

Senator Goldwater voted against the feed grain programs in 1961, 1962 

and 1963 . 

Senator Goldwater voted against the Agricultural Act of 1962, which auth-

orized programs for wheat and feed grains and expanded authority for Food'. 

for Peace and the Farmers Home Administration. 

Senator Goldwater has voted consistently against efforts to support and 

strengthen REA loan funds. 

Senator Goldwater voted against the bill to authorize funds for public 

works, TVA and Power Varketing agencies of the Department of Interior in 1959· 

Senator Goldwater voted against the Niagara River project to produce 

low cost power with preference for cooperative and other consumer electric 

systems in 1956. 

vJith a record like that, is Senator Goldwater the man you want to trust 

with the destiny of ~rican agriculture? 

I don't think so. 

let me assure you of one thing: a Johnson-Humphrey administration never 

will abandon American agriculture. It never will reject constructive change 

as long as the change can be for better. 

Our crtteria for judging proposed changes in Areerican farm policy will 

include these · 9 points. 

1. Hill it assure an abundant supply to meet the needs of consumers 

at reasonable prices? 

2. vlill it add to the strength of the Nation in its quest for world 

peace, increasing prosperity, and national security? 

3. Will it help the individuBJ. farmer to prese1·ve his economic inde-

pendence? 

- more -



4. Hill it permit our system of free markets to operate efficiently, 

fairly, and vTithout needless handicaps? 

5. Hill it facilitate the expansion of our foreign trade and mainten­

ance of a fair share of ivorld markets for American farm products? 

6. Hill it ·: encourage the full utilization of land, water, and human 

resources that are net needed for the agricultural :production for alterna­

tive purposes more beneficial to the public interest? 

7• Will it encourage conservation of our soil and water resources for 

future generations? 

8. Will it assure us of a desirable level of reserves for our national 

security? 

9. Will its cost to the taxpayers be comensurate with its benefits 

to the consumers, the national economy, and the Nation's strength in vrorld 

a ffairs? 

\-lith these tests as our guide, I am confident that we can and will 

build. a better future f or rural America--and for all America. 

If 
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TRANSCRIPT 

NATIONAL PLOWING CONTEST ADDRESS 
Plowville , North Dakota 

Saturday , September 19 0 1964 

SENATOR HUBERT HUMPHREY 
DEMOCRATIC VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 

1 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank 

And Thank you very much , Senator Burdick. My sincere 
thanks to Senator Burdick for his gracious 0 kind and generous 
introduction and my warm regards -- and I say warm --to Homer 
Ludwig 4 chairman of this great event 0 and our thanks to the 
Fraases for permitting us to come to this magnificent American 
family farmo and have the opportunity to see modern American 
agriculture in action. 

I want to say that I salute this family. 

(Applauseo) 

I gather that there may be a little politics talked 
around here today , and I gather that you folks are going to 
be very considerate and tolerant to all ot· us who express 
our point of view. 

How wonderful it is that we have this privilege to talk 
to the American people , to visit with one another~ and I come 
here for that express purpose~ but first, may I say, that I 
come to the state of North Dakota that is privileged to have 
as its chief executive and as its Governor one ofthe outstand­
ing public servants of the 50 states of this Union. 

And I salute Governor and Mrs. Bill Guy --

(Applause.) 

and I have had the privilege of serving in the Congress 
with the distinguished Senator that just introduced me, a fine 
son of a great father, both of whom have represented this 
state with honor and with distinction and with progressive 
government. 

(Applause.) 

Might I just say this word in case some of you in North 
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Dakota may have forgotten? There are a few men up here that 
would like very much to see you later on; for example, Rolland 
Red~in 'out in the West District tells me that he is ready to 
go to washington as your Congressman. 

(Applause.) 

And George Sinner Q from the East District a fine state 
Senator, too -- tells me that he ' s just anxious to go to 
Washington. 

(Applause.) 

And lest I forget , just across the river on the other 
side of Fargo 0 there's a fine , 'fellow citizen from Minnesota 
that has been studying the road maps 0 has been looking at the 
airplane schedules 0 and he tells me that he and his wife and 
eleven children are all ready to go to Washington as the Congress­
man from Minnesota 9s 7th District ~ Ben Wichterman. 

(Applause.) 

And I wouldn °t want to forget my colleague in the United 
States Senate 8 one of the finest men that ever came to washing­
ton, - the Honorable Eugene McCarthy of the State of Minnesota. 

(Applause.) 

NOW 0 I come here todayo not to talk about our troubles 
as much as I seek to talk about the achievements of the American 
people and particularly of American agriculture. I come here 
today to congratulate you, the tillers of the soil 6 the family 
farmers of America and their families ~ for the miracle of 
American agriculture. 

The entire nation owes you a debt of gratitude 0 and I 
say , as one member of this government 0 that never have so few 
done so much for so many , and been given so little credit for 
what they have done. 

(Applause.) 

Farmers represent less than 8 per cent of our population 
but yet, they produce enough food and fiber to feed and over­
feed us. They produce enough food and fiber for the great 
humanitarian programs of our country. They produce enough 
food and fiber for the greatest humanitarian effort that 1 s 
ever · been undertaken overseas in the Food for Peace program 6 
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and they produce enough food and fiber for our commercial ex­
ports and our strategic reserves. 

No group of producers in all of the world has as fine a 
record of production efficiency and capability of producing 
for the great multitudes of people as the American family 
farmer and, indeed 0 his family that tills the soil. 

(Applause.) 

Now , let me just say we ought to consider for a moment 
this miracle of agricultural abundance for what it means to 
our nation, other than just farmers. 

Let me talk to the consumers because we are all consumers 
and that's all of us. 

The abundance of our farms is consumer insurance of 
market-basket bargains. No place in the world doestbe consumer 
get as much food for as little cost as in the United States of 
America , and that is due primarily to our farm producers and 
our great system of distribution. 

(Applause.) 

For the workers in our factories and our shops, this 
farm abundance means job insurance; for the nation as a whole, 
it is balance of payment insurance 0 and perhaps the most sig­
nificant fact of all is that this food and fiber abundance 
is the insurance of peace and of plenty and of freedomo 

Farmers are in the front line of the fight for a just and 
an enduring peacea and for the advance of freedom throughout 
this world. 

Let us remember that peace and freedom are everybody's 
business, not just the farmers. Food is power in the ·world 
today. Food is a vital force for peace and security. Food 
for Peace may yet prove to be the real path to peace. 

We have scored our greatest victory in the cold waro 
We have scored our greatest victory over Communism by the 
evidence of the success of our free enterprise system of 
American farmer familieso and this should be heralded through­
out this land. 

(Applause.) 
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But this miracle of agricultural abundance 0 meaning so 
much to this natione I think that the nation 9s conseience 
yes , the nation ~ s conscience requires greater economic justice 
for our farmers. 

Opportunity, equal opportunityo is the promise of Americao 
That's what this country stands for and it must be the promise 
to rural America , but let Qs remember that social ~ economic 
justice for farm people , as necessary as it may be for the 
nation's conscience , is only a part of the argument for our 
concern about agriculture. 

What we do or what we fail to do , my fellow Americans~ 
about protecting and improving farm income is not for farmers 
alone. It is necessary to protect our national interests, 
just as necessary as the defense weapons that we produce for 
the security of this nation. 

It is necessary to assure continued consumer insurance 
of market-basket bargains resulting from this abundance, and 
it is necessary to assure continued job insurance for every 
worker , and that means millions of workers. 

And it is necessary to assure our balance of payments 
and expanding world markets , and this abundance is necessary 
to maintain our nation's power for peace and freedom in the 
world. 

And may I add also that protecting this farmer 8s income 
is necessary also in order to protect our great agricultural 
producing plant and to conserve the God-given resource of the 
soil which the farmer protects and conserves 0 not only for 
himself, but for generations yet to come , and for, indeed, 
the security and the safety and the strength of America. 

And let every American citizen know that that job of 
conservation needs to be rewarded by the American people to 
those who are the stewards and the custodians of the land. 
That ' s what ouragricultural program is about. 

(Applause.) 

WEb the uncertainties of weather -- we even have it in 
the Plowing Contest day -- and the possibilities of plant 
diseases , the nation cannot always be assured of having enough 
food and fiber unless farmers are willing to produce more than 
enough ~ and when you produce more than enough c in order to 
protect those of us that don't produce food , that's when you 
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have trouble in the marketplace , and that's when farmers ' prices 
drop. So , if there is a cost involved in mainta i ning our power 
of abundance , if there is a cost in producing just more than 
enough so that we can be sure of the adequacy of our supplies, 
I say that it is not a cost that ought to be leveled upon the 
back of the farmer , or upon the Department of Agriculture, as 
such. 

It is a national cost and a cost that should be absorbed 
gratefully and thankfully by the entire American citizenry. 

(Applause. ) 

If there is one fact of our time that ' s evident , it is 
the fact of change. Everything changes ~ more rapidly than we 
even dreamed 8 and change has been the fact of farming. The 
impact of science and technology has been unbelievable. 

There are changing marketsf changing eating habits. 
All of these have a direct bearing upon American agriculture, 
and our policy toward it. 

Therefore , we constantly need to re-examine what we are 
doing. We need to know what is good in our programs and we 
need to know what needs to be changed. 

I see no reason, for example , nor to seek changes in the 
present effective programs of tobacco , peanuts and riceQ These 
are programs far away from North Dakota , but they are a part 
of American agriculture. 

I see no need for change unless the producers themselves 
find and agree upon improvements, and the same thing, it seems 
to me , is relatively true of our wool program. It works well. 

our sugar program is designed to benefit the pation's 
be~t and sugar cane · farmers, as well as to protect the consumer .. 
And it assures the consumer of adequate supply at reasonable 
prices, and it may provide many foreign countries with a market 
br their sugar. 

This program is apparently working well , and any adjust­
ments in it should be designed merely to meet current conditions 
without changing its basic objectives. 

However , we still need improvements in our wheat program, 
our feed grains program, our dairy programs, and our cotton 
programs o and working and climbing together , people and their 
government , we can get these needed improvements , but you can tt 
get them by saying no. You can't get them by closing your eyes. 
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You can't get them by pretending that n~ problem exists. 
You get them only by thoughtful anaiysis and by a willingness 
to do something to meet a proglem and do it in cooperation 
with the people that need the help. 

(Applause.) 

I speak today for a man that is a farmer. I think you 
know where President Johnson stands. He is a rancher: he is 
a cattleman. He has worked for and supported programs to aid 
American agriculture since he was a boy. He helped organize 
the first REA cooperative in his District. He is a friend 
and he is a proved friend that has a understanding and sym­
pathetic heart for America's agriculture. 

(Applause.) 

' I think we need to know where these men stand and you'd 
better know where Senator Goldwater stands. He has said, and 
I quote him, he doesn't know anything about farming -- and I 
believe him. 

(Applause.) 

He has said -- he has said, and it was in your morning 
newspaper, that he wants to get rid of price support programs 

and I believe he means that, too. 

(Applause.) 

Now, my friends, compulsory reduction restrictions to 
gain price objectives do not seem to be the satisfactory 
answer for our wheat and feed grains. Voluntary production 
programs, properly administered, are better and would -- but 
I remind you -- would not alone achieve our income objectives. 

Crop land retiremend to expand conservation acr~age should 
be further explored. However, we must be concerned, not so 
much about retirement,as we are use of that land. Farmers 
like to use the God-given heritage of their land and not leave 
it to stand idle with no income or no proper use for humanity. 

(Applause.) 

And we must be concerned about our ·rural communities. 
There are various ways of supplementing farm income without 
distorting market prices in the normal channels of trade. 
This has the advantage, also, of improving our world trade 
position. 
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Actually, vigorous efforts to expand outlets for farm 
products/both at home and abroadc offer one of the brightest 
hopes of all~ This has proven to be particularly true of 
cattle, where the ranchers themselves~ much to their creditf 
have asked for nothing more than the opportunity to further 
develop and to preserve an expanding free market for their 
produce. And they have our commitment 0 from a rancher ~ho is 
in the White Hou~e who understands cat·tle because he raises 
them. He has our commitment that they will receive the helping 
hand of an understanding and friendly government. 

(Applause .. } 

Now a word about our great farm cooperatives beca~se 
they have meant so much to America~ and indeed, the other seg­
ments of our free enterprise system. All of these can~ and 
probably should, perform many of the marketing functions now 
being performed by Federal agencies. 

The government~ s role should be t.o supplement and not to 
supplant. And may I say that the government of the United 
States has now as its policy the encouragement of the private 
sector of our economy and the encouragement of our farm pro­
ducers cooperatives, so that farmers may better protect them­
selves in the marketplace through their own effort.s wi·t.h a sym­
pathetic1 understanding government policy. 

SoJ when we add it up. what we need is a combination of 
several alternativesp depending upon which fits a specific com­
modity the best. For our milk and dairy productsp we need to 
find more and better ways of meeting the real needs of our low 
income groups~ fulfilling our humanitarian objectives abroad. 
We certainly must expand and provide adequate funds for our 
farm credit programs 1 and we could use a little help from the 
Congress on thato 

we certainly need 
cation program, and yet 
afternoon has advocated 
cation Administration. 
agriculture than thato 

(Applause. } 

to expand the great rural electrifi­
the man that will speak to you this 
that we liquidate the Rural Electrici­
No greater blow could come to American 

We need to expand our soil conservation programs with 
the growing population demanding more of our soil. We need 
to expand our school lunch program and our food stamp program. 

All of these have made, and continue to make, a great 
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contribution to rural America . 

Nowi a rapidly changing agriculture requires constant re­
examination. For this reason ~ I have proposed the establishment 
of a national Agriculture Food Policy Commission to examine in·co 
every possible alternative. 

Now, let me talk for just a moment about the record of 
our respective parties. 

I speak today for the Democratic party. I do not claim 
that it is ~ithout blemish nor do I claim that i ts every program 
and policy has been totally effectivec but we have the choice 
of alternatives. 

I claim ·that its heart is right; I claim that its programs 
have been designed for the purpose of aiding farm income and 
of seeing to it that this great agriculture plant of America 
remains solvent , remains modern, and remains as a great force 
of security for the American people. 

Senator Goldwater has laid bare his innermost convictions 
about many matters of public concern. For this ~ we should be 
grateful. He has done this in his book called nThe Conscience 
of a Conservative. 11 And here is lllhat he says; I quote him ver­
batim about farm programs_ 

nThere can be no equivocation here -- prompt and final 
termination of the farm subsidy program. 11 

Now, my friends -- thatvs a Republican committeeman up 
there I think that 9s one of Barry 9s boys. 

(Referring to plane flying overheado) 

(Applause. ) 

We need one of those fellows to come down to earth~ 

(Applauseo) 

We need to understand just what this statement means, 
that I have read. 11 Prompt and final termination of the farm 
subsidy program." 

This morning I read in the paper that it wasn't goil')g 
to be so prompt, slow death not immediate. But may I say c 
whether you die slowly or die quickly l when you 0re dea4,you ' re 
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dead. 
(Applause.) 

(Plane again flying overhead.) 

That 9 s always the danger if you nominate a piloto 

(Applause.) 

This statEment of the Senator from ~~izona that I have 
read is a death sentence to agriculture , and I regret it. 
I would impoverish farm people , wipe out b i l l ions in rur al 
assets. It ~ould ruin business and rui n America ~ s Main Street. 
And very frankly 1 it ~ould do exactly as ~as done once before. 
It would trigger a major recession and depr ession in America , 
which this country cannot possible endur e . 

(Appiause . ) 

(Plane again flying overh~.''-'t.~.) 

Ladies and gentlemenc it's hard to compete against one 
of those whirlybirds. 

I speak now of the record of the Republican candidate 
-- or should I say of the candidate of a section of the Repub­

··lican party? 

(Applause. ) 

Because e only a few weeks ago , both Republican parties 
met at Hershey , Pennsylvania -- the Eisenhower party and the 
Goldwater party. Out of there came a little more sense to 
the Republican program, but only for a short ·time. 

Le·t 0s look at this record of Senator Gold\.Jater. He voted 
against the feed grains programs in 1961 and 1962 and 1963. 
These programs, my friends, meant millions and millions of 
dollars in your income for the farm people in this area. 

Senator Goldwater voted against the Agriculture Acts of 
1962, which authorized programs for wheat and feed grains , 
and expanded authority for Food for Peace and the Farmers' 
Home Administration. 

Senator Goldwater has voted consistently against efforts 
to support and strengthen REA loan funds. On 35 key votes in 
10 years, the Senator voted wrong 33 times, according to the 
National Rural Electrical Cooperative Association. Two times 
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he voted right, and those two times were for projects in Arizona. 
For this ~ we can be gra·teful. 

Senator Goldwater voted against the bill to authorize 
funds for Public Wor1ts 1 .. · ··that helped North Dakota and every 
other state, Area Redevelopment , TVA. He says he wants to sell 
it for $1.00. 

He voted against power mar~etin~ agencies that affect 
this CJ"eat area of the Missouri Rive;r o and he voted against, 
if you please ~ even the Niagara Power Project~ from whence his 
own running mate comes , a project to produce low cost power 
with preference for cooperative and other consumer electric 
systems .. 

Nowr with a record like that ~ I ask you is the Senator 
from Arizona the man you l'Jant t.o trust wi·th the destiny of 
American agriculture? I don 9·t. think so ~ 

(Applause. ) 

Let me assure you one thing, a Johnson-Humphrey Admini­
stration never will abandon American agriculture. I~ never 
will reject construct ~ve change 0 as long as that change is 
for the bet·ter. A J:>hnson-Humphrey Administration ~Jill be 
dedicated to the improvement of our programse not to their 
l1euth -- to the improvement of the programs! 

(Applause.) 

And we shall judge all those changes on American agri­
cultural policy on the following points: 

Will that change provide a fair return to the farmer 
consistent with the goal of full parity of income for o~~ farm 
people? 

Will it assure an abundant supply to meet the needs of 
consumers at reasonable prices? 

Will it add to the strength of our nation in the quest 
for world peace, increasing prosperity and national security? 

Will it help the individual farmer to preserve his economic 
independence and to develop his talents to their fullest poten­
tial? 

Will any change permit our system of free markets to 
operate more efficiently; fairly , and without needless handicaps? 



11 
Plowville 

Will it facilitate the expansion of foreign trade and 
the maintenance of a fair share of \'iorld marke·i:.s for American 
farm products? 

Will it encourage the full utilization -- and I underscore 
the word -- utilization of land , of water and of human resources 
that are not now needed for agricultural production, for alter­
native purposes more beneficial to the public i nterest? 

Will it conserve or encourage conservation of our soil 
and water resources for future generat i ons? 

Will it assure ~s of a desirable level of food and fiber 
reserves for national·security? 

Finally, will its cost to the taxpayers be commensurate 
with its benefits to the consumers , the national economy , and 
the nation ' s strength in world affairs? 

These are the ten guidelines that will direct our thinking, 
and 1 can say to you . that , . in cooperation with the leaders 
of American agriculture and with our farm families~ sitting 
down together with your representatives in the Congress , that 
if we but look ahead to the day when our popula·cion is bigger , 
the requirements of our people larger , that we can find not 
only better answers that we have now , but we can find that 
happy day when the American farm family will enjoy every bene­
fit of life that he sees in the city , and even more , and that 
the concept of parity of income will no longer be a stump 
speech but will be a bank account for the American farmer and 
a part of the great American economy. 

(Applause. ) 

Now, let me leave you with this thought. I addressed you 
today primarily as farm people but I know more than that that 
you are citizens in the fullest sense of the word, and America 
today needs as never before men and women who understand our 
responsibilities in the world in which we live. 

If ther-e is to be peace, it will be because we have that 
great power of mind and spirit and economy and body that brings 
that peace. 

If there is to be a better world, it will be because out 
of the midst of the American people comes the leadership that 
provides for a better world. 

We are in. a mighty contest today, ladies and gentlemen. 
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It ' s a contest against powerful forces, and in that contest, we need an America that is united. we need an America that offers opportunity , that sets a wonderful example for the whole world. 

And I want to make this pledge to every person bere t regardless of one ' s political point of view , that my every word, my every deed , as a private citizen and as a public official -- and I know that I now speak for the President of the United States in this -- that every word , and every deed , will be to unite our nation, to make us more of a brotherhood , to bring us closer together for common purposes and common goals. 

I .must say "shame upon those that pi t one group against another, race against race , city against farm ~ city government against state government, rich against poor . 11 This is no way to build these United States of America. 

(Applause.) 

May I thank you for being so patient and so understanding in this rather inclement weather and may I also thank you for , by your wishes and your thoughts , seeing to it that the air was at least cleansed of the slight interruption. 

All I want you to do is to reward us on November 3rd by voting for Lyndon B. Johnson for President and Hubert H. Humphrey for Vice President. 

Thank you\ery much. 

(Applause.) 

(End.) 
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FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA 
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Let me congratulate you on the miracle of Ame rican 

agriculture . 

The entire nation should know-- and this great oc­

is a good s~flJb!; ·d to tell it-- that rather cas ion 

than being a "problem, " agriculture actually is America ' s 

;Number Qne ~· .... aM:•t~c success story . 

~Jtee~ong before the dawn of history , food has been 

a matter of life- and- death importance in man ' s daily struggle 

to survive . 

You have conquered that challenge . You have created 

a revolution of abundance within the past generation . 

~ ~~--. The American farmer is the most efficient ~3•11--a 
.. JOt 

The output of the average agricultural 
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worker in the last decade has increased almost three 

- . -.. . . . -
-~ • • • • •• • ·-. 01" ...... 

enough 

cheaper 

' quarters of a billion dollars ~~ ~~ food each year 

to our own need:; distribute - $2 billion ..&lJ ~ 
around the world under our Food for Peace program, sell 

nearly 4 and one-half billion worth for dollars abroa~ 
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to increase our nation's export earnings-- and still 

have adequate reserves for the nation's safety and a 

potential to produce even more • ~ \1 ""'- ~~II ., 
,~, 

The world has never seen anything like this. It 

-
~ tru~ American miracle. We should be proud of 

.. _ A liN_ 
lfltl'l "' rw-that achievement-- ~ proud of you who have made it 

possible . 

Unfortunately , we have come to take this American 

miracle of Agriculture for granted ., a n9 vm gttsm 6i9Pside& 

~ Arner ican people , 

*QE ' ~ , understand the g~eat contribution that American 

agriculture has made to this Nation , and to the rest of 

the world as well. 



payment insurance.". 

- 8 -

as a whole it is "balance of 

sales earnings n our 

/ 

contribution to · 

I~ 

ou situation. orts already 

in 

the world trade 

p rhaps most significant of all, it is our 

nsura ce of peace and freedom. 

Ad~~. 
~7 Jk; HM-~tJ 
~ 
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the blessings that this 

brought to our nation are not ... 

people . 

world 
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meaning 

onscience 
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the increased 
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income 

s gment of our 

t better. 
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All 
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rica's standard 

suffered 

ds advanced relationsh 

the b nefits of 

a in o r society . 

long pas ed f o r our society to 

c ncer ed abou / how to improve the position o 

people •. 

living 
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We have heard ~1 hear more about "freedom" 

in this campaign. All of us are for freedom -- real 

freedom. And that must include freedom from pover~ 
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remember social and 

--
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necessar 
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~If there is a cost involved in maintaining our power 

of abundance , it truly is a national cost , not a cost 

that should be absorbed by farmers alone . j & a SA§* $ 

t~ '"f . · s . tbt l y sh0p 7 7 

B~ BUill@ ~ ~ §I&tt£&1 nzzbo ion 

t Qji ' §lid£@§ !II Elf@ b@li@ii 29 Of &lJI!llii&!It e . 

w- .. ••llll!s,.alliliiJ.-1S1S@C~ti'!ib!'!IIIflit!!S!!ft!tiii!I&!B~e!"ti~te-wallls!lll!sllllllilw'-• .. tbb•nt• none IS £' Bza 

( wl»H4l!:f know all the answers to the complex problems 

of American agriculture in this great age of technological 

change . 3 as 0 Ul£5 
7 

If . I SEE sf all ,w~daP· 

ti"tjeiiijpWjeW?iiif._•_., li?WiiiilliZ••-•ntli?•1•1i'lli?~RII!sz1.1iirjiilrtllllue . The imp or tan t 

thing is that some of us who really care keep on seeking 

to find bette r answers . 
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It is time for a complete new look at where we 

are going in American agriculture and what we can do to 

make better use of our tremendous productive potential 

while providing greater equality of economic opportunity 

for our farm families. 

~Changing technology, changing American commitments 

in the world :iss 1 · lP lice, changing requirements 

of international trade~ , changing marketing structure, 

changing eating habits of American people -- all of 

these have a direct bearing upon American agriculture 

and I. n ' ) 7 7 rr American agricultural policy. 

(P,AU5E) 
~-~let newel 'to talee:- a l eng 1 oak te t:hG fJ I I ill e 0 That w 

4®-y r ha''A sz139tiiHk&ti :x aa' i 11 o: a b1part5mffitl l l=e 

rjbban commiiuiie:R: ae e:R:e read te seelcing Jl€1 I 1 pz oaehes-. 
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take a good hard look at where 

where we We 

~ I see no reason to seek changes in the present ~ 
effective tobacco , peanut , and rice programs - - unless 

the producers themselves find improvements they desire . 

The same thing is true fo~ the wool pro~However , 
we still need improvements in our wheat program, our 

feed grains program, our dairy program, and our cotton 

1./~.,,.~..;..,.~w. program 'CI ~ _ _ q& t get n eeded 

improvements . But these improvements will not be 

brought about if the chief executive o f this nation is 

a man who is unsympathetic to the needs of American 

agricultur~ou know where President Johnson stand~ · 
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He is a rancher and a cattleman. He is your friend. 

You had better know where Senator Goldwater stands. 

He has said he doesn't know anything about farming and 

~ I believe him. said he wants to get rid of ... t 
, • 0 fJ rn _.,. m-:z .. 

~~programs -- and a good many of you • I - m m • 
believe 

The feed grains program, the wheat program, the 

cotton program, and the wool program all expire next 

year. Any new legislation must go to the White House 

for approval or veto. lb t:!hes a t::O ehiids vol@ !If 

each bona· to mmrride ~. 
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~ You had better make sure you have a friend in the 

White House . Y C ' ?PE' t 55 2 tbs 

tay'j ?'J ui '1 Iii a to SOl 7 ••Iiiier . You had better make 

sure that Lyndon J ohnson remains as President of 
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need to re-study our wheat and feed grains 

programs. Compulsory production restrictions to gain 

price objectives do not seem to b e a satis.factory 

answer for wheat and feed grains. Voluntary production 

adjustment programs properly administered are bette:; 

but would not alone achieve our income objectives. 

Cropland retirement to expand conservation ~ acreage 

should be further explored. However, we must be concerned 

with the future of rural communities. 
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There are various ways of supplementing farm 

income without distorting market prices and normal 

channels of trade . This has the advantage of improving 

our position in world trade -- at a time when international 

trade in farm commodities is becoming of increasing 

significance . Actually , vigorous efforts to expand 

outlets for farm products both at home and abroad seem 

to offer the brightest hope of all . This particularly 

is true of cattle , where the ranchers themselves have 

asked for nothing more than the opportunity to further 

develop and preserve an expanding free market . 





,· 
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What we may need is a combination of several 

alternatives -- depending upon which best fits a 

specific corranodity. At least the door never s.hould 

be shut in the search for new ways to achje ve our 

national objectives. 

~For milk and other dairy products we need to find 

better ways of meeting the real needs of our low income 

We certainly must C. ?nUn* i ba · p ssue 2 p ss t ' : 

expand and provide adequate funds for our farm credit -
programs, the great rural electrification program, the 

soil conser vation programs, the Special Milk Program, 

the School Lunch Program, and the Food Stamp Program. 

All of these have made and continue to make a great 

contribution to rural America and tre rest of the nation~ 





- 25 -

the 

~ Goldwater alternative of wiping out all of our farm 

rograms and deliberately seeking to force farmers off 

he land. 
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A "'' 'a sensei Iet Senator 
I 

Goldwater has laid bare his innermost convictions about 

many matters of public concern in his book called 

Conscience of a Conservative. Here is what he says 

about farm program~ and I quote: II 

• 

can be no equivocation here -- prompt and final termination 
rz uwa~ 

of the farm subsidy program;"~~ 



~ would impoverish farm people -- wipe out billions 

----
in rural land values -- ruin business on rural America's 

main streets -- and solve absolutely nothing. 

Ttra t s n t a iwrt; BeD pgu si ta, rgmpetent e 

in&eoenaent studj @§ hegr thj § wt. 



- 28 

e past five 

studies 

the Joint 

ha 

f 

cent study was done 

by Iowa State 
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f er approach is followed, -
net farm income from present levels of 

$12.5 billion per year billion -- a 

decline of~ r 
...jr~ ~ the Gold ater approach is followed, 

farm prices for crops 2;-3~tock prices 

would fall by 

ter approach is followed farm 
J 

production expenses continue to rise, further 

squeezing net farm inco e. 

:wJ.;jAf the Gol 

income per ~ich h 

water approach is followed net 
/ 

s risen sharply since ~uld 

decline about one-third from current levels. 



main major 

roach: 

- $ .oo: 

Corn - .80; 

Soybeansl.85 -

Cotton - .20 -

Toba ':.: ctO -

Hogs 

? 



ruinous to American 

agriculture . 

~But it shouldn ' t surprise farm p eqple that the 

temporary spokesman for the Republican Party shows 

little concern for their well - being . For ten years he 

Look at his record: 

Senator Goldwater voted against the feed grain 

progra~in 1961 , 1962 and 1963. 

Senator Goldwater voted against the Agricultural 

Act of 19~r~ams for wheat and feed 

grains and expanded authority for Food for Peace and 

the Farmers Home Administration. 
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Senator Goldwater has voted consistently against 

efforts to support and strengthen REA loan funds. 

Senator Goldwater voted against the bill to authorize 

funds f or public works , TVA and power marketing agencies 

of the Department of Interior in 1959. 

Senator Goldwater voted against the Niagara River 

project ~o produce low-cost power with preference for 

~ ~~ cooperative and other 4tM:~ electric systems in 1956. 

With a re~ord like that , is Senator Goldwater the 

man you want to trust with the destiny of American 

Agriculture? 

I don't think so . 
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Let me assure you of one thing: A Johnson-

Humphrey Administration never will abandon American 

agriculture . It .,. ne~ constructive change 

as long as the change can be for the better. 

~r criteria for judging proposed changes in 

~ ' 
American farm policy will in~lude these .-... -..10 ~ 1 

1) Will it provide a fair return to the farmer 

consistent with the goal of full parity of income 

for farm people? 

2) Will it assure an abundant supply to meet the 

needs of consumers at reasonable prices? 

3) Will it add to the strength of the Nation in 

its quest for world peace , increasing prosperity , and 

National security? 
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4) Will it help the individual farmer to preserve 

his economic independence and to develop his talents 

to their fullest potential? 

S) Will it permit our system of free markets to 

operate efficiently , fairly , and without needless 

handicaps? 

6) Will it facilita~e the expansion of our foreign 

trade and maintenance of a fair share of world markets 

for American farm products? 

7) Will it encourage the full utilization of land , 

water , and human resources that are not needed for 

agricultural production , for alternative purposes more 

beneficial to the public interest? 
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8) Will it encourage cons~ation of our soil and 

water resources for future generations? 

9) Will it assure us of a desirable level of 

reserves for our national security? )}~ 

10) Will its cost to the taxpayers be commensurate 

with its benefits to the consumers, the national economy, 

and the 



sign 

legis ation enacte 

rura 

from othering -- and from 

can d in 

elect ng a r friend of America 

s Johnson. Jf~ 



NATIONAL PLOWING CONTEST 

FARGO, NORTH DA.KarA 

September 19, 1964 

Let me congratulate you on the miracle of 

American agriculture. 

The entire nation should know -- and this great 

occasion is a good place to tell it -- that rather 

than being a "problem", agriculture actuaJ..ly is 

America's number one success story. 

Long before the dawn of history, food has been 

a matter of life-and-death importance in man's daily 

struggle to survive. 

You have conquered that challenge. You have 

created a revolution of abundance within the past 

generation. 

The American farmer is the world's most efficient 

producer. The output of the average agricultural worker). 

,-A/ th-e:... l-As7 Dea.Jtde. A As {.V<:_~e.,<Js~cl 

/JtHosr Tl,Jeee 
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~ Farmers represent less than 8 per cent of the 

population, yet they produce enough food and fiber 

to feed the nation better and cheaper than any 

place in the world. These same farmers produce 

enough so that we can provide over three quarters 

of a billion dollars in food each year to our own 

needy, distribute $2 billion of food around the world 

under our Food for Peace program, sell nearly four 

and one-half billion worth for dollars abroad to 

increase our nation's export earnings -- and still 

have adequate reserves for the nation 's safety and 

a potential to produce even more . This is an amazing 

record. 

~ The world bas never seen anything like this. 

It truly is an .American miracle . We should be proud 

of that achievement -- and I am proud of you who have 

made it possible. 



Unfortum.tely, we have come to take this 

American miracle of agriculture for granted . The 

American people must come t o understand the great 

contribution that American agriculture has made 

to this Nation, and to the rest of the world as well. 

We need to know how we can improve the economic 

position of a numerically and proportionately 

shrinking group in our population. 

We need to remember who takes the risks of 

drought and flood, bail and early frost, insects 

and markets, and all the uncertainties of the 

marketplace. You know and I know, and if Senator 

Goldwater doesn 1 t know, I'm sure he will before 1 

,I 
this day is over . 
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Consider what this miracle of agricultural 

farmers. 

lf'For consumers -- and that is all of us --

it is "consumer insurance" of market bargains. 

~ For workers -- millions of them -- it is "job 

insurance.'' For the nation as a whole it is ''balance 

of payment insurance. 11 Jf And perhaps most significant ·l· 
of all, it is our insur 

freedom. 

And let us remember that pea e and freedom 

is everybody's concern, not just the farmers'. Food 
~ 

a 
is power in Food is/vital force for 

peace and freedom, giving us needed diplomatic 

strength in the world as well as enabling us to 

exemplify the true humanitarian spirit of the 

Ame:c;Lcan people. 
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L Food for Peace :a~,;,~t , f rove the real Path 

to Peace. 

We have scored our greatest victory over Communism 

~~ .. -~.~ .... ~•-•a by the evidence of the success of our 

free enterprise system of American family farmers. 
VI &:q m - m.r 

1 

\ 

With the miracle of agr i cultural abundance meaning 

so much to this nation, the nation's conscience 

requires greater economic justice for the farm 

people. 

blessings 

Despite the 

American farmer, be does in 

benefits of this greater Even 

with farm incom~, increased 

years, the ~er's average income \ 
ent of that of the non-farm worker. 

/ , 
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That's bar the way to reward th most 

effi~ent segment of our economy. We n ~ to do ··. 

'" I 
better --\a whol 

tl., 

.r 
lot better. ~we 're going to. 

' ~ 
\ }!/ 

We have h~d and w~rW'~ll hear more about 
.,I 

' I' 

~ign . All of us are for "freedom" in this 

I 

freedom )nd that must include 

\'> from pove~ty1 the greates'e'· Jorce or 

Opportunity -- equal opportunity is the 

promise of America. It must be the promise to 

rural America. 

But let's remember that social and economic 

justice for farm people -- as necessary as it is 

to the nation's conscience is only one~ of 

the argument for greater concern about agriculture. 
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~ What we do -- or fail to do -- about protecting 

and improving farm income is not for farmers alone. 

It is necessary to assure continued "consumer 

insurance 11 of market basket bargains resulting from 

abundE:nce.(It is necessary to assure continued 

11 job insurance 11 for millions of workers 

necessary to assure continued balance of payment 

earnings through continually expanding farm exports. 

LIt is necessary to maintain our nation's power . ., ... 
for peace and freedom in the world. And) most of -
all) it is necessary to agricultural 

.. 
producing plant and to conserve the God-given resource 

of the soil. __ ...,_ ..... ....-_. ,. 
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the nation can only be assured of always having 

enough food and fiber if farmers are willing to 

produce mo e than enough. Yet that "more than 
~ ........... .._.. .......... _.~•. 

~>1~"4.·..:..o' ~~:i~~;;: ..... - · ·~·.-·-....,~~ 

enough" needed for the nation's security is what 

brings down the farmers' prices in the market place. 

~If there is a ~ost invo~:,ed in maintaining 

our power of abundance, it truly is a national 

cost, not a cost that should be absorbed by 

-· 
farmers alone • 

know all the answers~ to 
> 

problems of ;knerican agriculture in this great age 

let 
•'"' 

· bnological 

J . 
The import~nt thing is 

us who really c~~e keep on seeking to 
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It is time for a complete new look at where· 
.. ~· 

we are go:i:ng in American, agriculture and what we 

c~~do to make b~ter use of our tremendous productive 

~-

~ potentia~hile providing ~greater equality of 

opportuni~or our farm f~·es. 

Changing technology, changing American 

commitments in the world, changing requirements 

of international trade, changing marketing structure, 

changing eating habits of American people -- all 

of these have a direct bearing upon American 

agriculture and American agricultural policy. 

~I see no reason to seek changes in the 

present and effective tobacco, peanut, and 
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rice programs -- unless the producers themselves 

find improvements they desire. The same thing is 

true for the wool program. 

Our sugar program is designed t o benefit the 

nation's beet and cane farmers, assure American 

consumers adequate supplies at reasonable prices, 

and provide many foreign countries with a market 

for their sugar. This program apparently is 

working well. Any adjust;nents in it should be 

designed merely to meet current conditions 

without changing its basic objectives. 

we still need improvements in 

our wheat program, our feed grains program, 

our dairy program, and our cotton program. 
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Working and planning together we can get needed 

improvements. But these improvements will not be 

brought about if the chief executive of this 

nation is a man who is unsympathetic to the needs 

of American agriculture. 

~ You know where President Johnson stands. 

He is a rancher and a cattleman. He is your friend. 

' 
You had better know where Senator Goldwater 

stands. He has said~e doesn't know anything .. 
~ 

about farming and I believe him. He also has 

said he wants to get rid of our price support 

programs -- I believe he 

means tbat, too. 



-12-

The feed grains ·program, the wheat program, 

the cotton program, and the wool program all 

• expire next year. Any new legislation must go 

to the White House for approval or veto • 

. ~ 

You had better make sure yo~ have a friend in 

,. 
the White House. You had better make sure tmt 

/. LyndWfi Johnson remai~e as President o he United 

~tes. 

_,..--

~~~"~~Compulsory production restrictions to 

gain price objectives do not seem to be a satisfactory 

answer for wheat and feed grains. Voluntary 

production adjustment programs properly administered 

are better, but would not alone achieve our income 

objectives. Cropland retirement to expand conservation 

acreage should be further explored. However, we must 

be concerned with the future of rural communities. 

/'.,-... 
I 
I 
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There are various ways of supplementing farm 

income without distorting market and normal 

our position in world trade -- at a time when 

international trade in farm commodities is becoming 

of increasing significance. Actually, vigorous efforts 

to expand outlets for farm products both at home and 

abroad seem to offer the brightest hope of all. 

This particularly is true of cattle, where the 

ranchers themselves have asked for nothing more than 

the opportunity to further develop and preserve an 
"""' 

expanding free market. 

Our farm cooperatives, and indeed other segments 

of our free enterprise system, can and probably should 

perform many of the marketing functions now being 

performed by federal agencies. The governmen~s role 

should be to supplement, not supplant, private enterpise, 

including cooperatives. 
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Wbat we may need is a combination of several 

alternatives - - depending upon which best fits 

a specific commodity. At least the door never should 

be shut in the search for new ways to achieve our 

national objectives. 
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For milk and other dairy products we need to 

find better ways of meeting the real needs of our 

low income groups and fulfilling our humanitarian 

objectives abroad. 

We certainly must expand and provide adequate .. 

funds for our farm credit programs) the great rural 

electrification program) the soil conservation 

programs) the Special Milk Program) the School 

Lunch Program) and the Food Stamp Program. All of 

these have made and continue to make a great 

contribution to rural America and the rest of the 

nation. 

~A rapidly changing agriculture in a changing 

world requires continuing review and reappraisal 

of farm programs and policies. This is why I have 

proposed the creation of a Bi-Partisan Blue Ribbon 

Commisaon on Agricultural Policy. 
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There is one approach, however, that I flatly 

reject -- tha Goldwater alternative of wiping out 

all of our farm programs and deliberately seeking 

to force farmers off the land. 
p ...... 

Senator Goldwater has laid bare his innermost 

convictions about many matters of public concern in 

his book called Conscience of a Conservative . Here 

is what he says about farm programs, and I quote: 

"
11there can be no equivocation here -- prompt and 

final termination of the farm subsidy program, n ~I 

unquote. 

/....:this is the death sentence to agriculture. 

I regret it. It would impoverish farm people --

wipe out billions in rural land values -- ruin 

business on rural America's main streets -- and 

solve absolutely nothing. 
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But it should.n ' t surprise farm people that the temporary 

spokesman for the Republican Party shows little 

concern for their well-being. For ten years he 

has been voting against the farmer in the Congre s. 

Look at his record: 

,(Senator Goldwater voted against the feed grain 

programs in 1961, 1962 and 1963. --1.. Senat~r Goldwater voted against the Agricultural 

Act of 1962, which authorized programs for wheat 

and feed grains and expanded authority for Food for 

Peace and the Farmers Home Administration. 

Senator Goldwater has voted consistently 

against efforts to support and strengthen REA loan 

funds. 
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~ Senator Goldwater voted against the bill to 

authorize funds for public works, TVA and power 

marketing agencies of the Department of Interior 

in 1959. 
a r t:. Senator Goldwater voted against;the NiagaraRiver 

project to produce low-cost power with preference for 

cooperative and other consumer electric systems in 

1956. 

~With a record like that, is Senator ~water 
the man you want to trust with the destiny of 

American agriculture? 

think so. 

Let me assure you Of one thing: A Johnson-

Humphrey Administration never will abandon 

American agriculture. It never will reject 

constructive change as long as the change can 

be for the better. 
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criteria for judging proposed changes in 

American farm policy will include these 10 points: 

l) Will it provide a fair return to the 

farmer consistent with the goal of full parity of 

income for farm people? 

2) Will it assure an abundant supply to 

meet the needs of consumers at reasonable prices? 

3) Will it add to the strength of the Nation 

in its quest for world peace, increasing prosperity, 

and national security? 

4) Will it help the individual farmer to 

preserve his economic independence and to develop 

his talents to their fullest potential? 

5) Will it permit our system of free markets to 

operate efficiently, fairly, and without needless 

handicaps? 
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6) Will it facilitfate the expansion of our 

world markets for American farm products? 

7) Will it encourage the full utilization 

of land, water, and human resources that are not 

needed for agricultural production, for alternative 

purposes more beneficial to the public interest? 

8) Will it encourage conservation of our 

soil and water resources for future generations? 

9) Will it assure us of a desirable level 
&1!• ;a;a ct;:tL& 

of reserves for our national security? And 

10) Will its cost t o the taxpayers be 

commensurate with its benefits to the consumers, 

the national economy, and the Nation's strength in 

world affairs? 
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With these tests as our guide, I am confident 

that we can and will build a better future for 

rural America -- and for all America. 
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