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need to do that. What you really ought to do is discuss 
these things with your neighbors and you who are Democrats 
and those Republicans who have come over to help President 
Johnson because they are concerned about the faith of their 
.Nation, you talk these problems out in your neighborhoodc 
tallt them out neighbor to neighbor, f:r.ienc to friend, tall<: 
·them out in the office and in the shopc and when you ge·t through 
talking about them and discussing them I am convinced of one 
thing, I am convinced that most Americans, \>ihether Republican 
or Democrat or. Independent, that most: 1\mericans, comes �~�l�o�v�e�n�i�b�e�r� 

3, most Americans are going to vote for Lyndon B. Johnson 
and not Senator Goldwater. 



. -
Speech of 
Senator Hubert H. Hmnphr~ 
at Steer Roast, Cleveland, Ohio 
September 27, 1964 

Senator Humphrey. Thank you, very much. Thank you, very 
much, BPrt Porter. Thank you for an introduction that was 
as short as Steve Young's speech and every bit as good. I 
am so grateful for the invitation that was extended to me to 
come to this wonderful party, and I have already been described 
here by a number of your speakers as a man fully qualified 
to be Vice President and I want every lady in this house to 
know that I have had a lot of experience at this job because 
I havP. been Vice President in my house now for 28 years. 
(Applause) 

I would like to have you meet the President of the Humphrey 
house-hold, Muriel Humphrey. Muriel.. 

Mrs. Humphrey. I deny ~very word of it .. 

Senator Humphrey. Muriel has been campaigning all around 
the Midwest , and she just joined us · last night at Memphis, 
Tennessee, and it i~J sure wonderful to have lter back with us. 
All the newspaper r(aporters say it is great because it will 
make Humphrey make shorter speeches. I deny that. It will 
not. Others tell m·e that it will make Humphrey a little 
happier and more contented r ~ ~gree with that. And I am mighty 
proud of her and she has done such a remarkable job for us. 
(Applause) 

It is very go~l to be here in Cleveland~ Ohio, this great 
Metropolitan Center in Cuyahoga County out here on the shore 
line of this great and beautiful Lake Erie which is a part of 
our Gr~at Lake ~jstem, and may I say that it surely is great to 
be grP~ted by a fellow mayor. I was once a mayor of Minneapolis, 
and I know what a big job it is. I also know what a rewarding 
job it is, and I want to thank Ralph Locker for being there 
at thE' airport to meet me, and for his generous welcome here 
at this great meeting here today. He is a wonderful mayor 
and I know you are proud of him. {Applause) 

That fellow, O'Malley, really gives a speech, doesn't he? 
EVerytime I hear a good Irishman like that up here making a 
rip snorting speech I simply feel sorry for the Republicans. 
(Applause) But I never feel sorry enough for them to vote 
for them, I want you to know. It is sort of sympathy on the 
Sabbath, not on election day, that is all. 
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Patrick, I remember our meeting, and I remember the 
occasion that you spoke about, and I told you the truth, that 
we really had to hustle to get these votes, and to win those 
elections, and I did have to crawl up the side of that hay­
stack with no ladder and I got there and tbat Republican 
came up with a ladder and he did not get there. (Applause) 

I am particularly pl.sased to be on the platform of Charlie 
Vanik, with Mike Feighan, men who have served you so well in 
the Congress. 

I am also pleased to once again speak a good word for that 
fireball that al:ready spoke to you, ·this man who has got more 
faith per square inch and per pound than anybody I have found 
for a long time, . Robert Sweeney,and you folks ought to get 
him elected. 

What I like about Brother Sweeney is he knows what he 
believes in and he knows who he is for and he believes in 
the DPmocratic Party and he is for Lyndon Johnson and Hubert 
Humphrey and Sweeney and Steve Young and I, too, want to join 
in wishing Norbert Denneral not only good luck but lots of 
good workers. 

Well, before I say what I am about to, I want to say 
just that I am also very happy that I once again can be here 
to say a kind word for an old friend, Chat Paterson. Chat 
has been a hard worker for this Party (Applause) -- I know 
there are others. 

I travel a bit in your State. I was up around Akront 
and up around Youngstown, and I have been speaking for some 
of your Congressional candidates. But you know when I come 
here to speak for them, I do so because I realize the import-

ance of organization. I have been told a number of times, 
"Look, you are a candidate for Vice President, you don't have 
to go around and tell people about organization." Well, I 
want to tell you, you can be a candidate but the main thing to 
do is get elected and you donQt get elected unless people 
help you and you don 6 t get elected unless there is organiza­
tion, and you don't have organization unless all of us pull 
together. 

Now, I don•t know whether you Democrats have got any 
fights going on amongst you but if you have, just stop the 
training now, you are in good shape, turn all the energies 
loose on the Repubicans, they are the ones you ought to be 
fighting. (Applause) 



-3-

I gather you are feeling fit as a fiddle and more power 
to you. 

Well, Johnny Blatnik, bless your heart, sayr that Johnny 
can speak Slovenian, don't you think he can't, he really can, 
at least he tells me. I can't understand a word about it. He 
tells me it is Slovenian. But John Blatnik is our most 
popular Congressman from Minnesota, he is a long time lifelong 
friend of ours, and has been as close to the Humphries as any­
one could be and almost lilte a member of the family. I am 
so proud that he is here with me, because it is sort of like 
a character reference to have John Blatnik with you. This is 
a man who has never in all of his life been anything ·else but 
worked for the people. His record of progressive government 
is second to none and Johnny, I am as proud of you as I could 
possibly be and if every Congressman in America will do what 
John Blatnik has done in Minnesota, tne Democratic Party will 
always be· able to hold its head high .:~.nd never lose an election .. 
(Applause) 

Say now, that music is pretty good. I want to compliment 
you, I like that musicp it~s got some pep. We get the rhythm 
and you know what it ke~,?ps saying,"vote, vote, vote, vote, 
vote for LBJ, vote for IIHH. " You just keep that rhythm up 
and you won't have a R.~publican around. We are going to win 
this goinq away. (Applause) 

I have attended one or two Republican meetings and I 
wasn't sure whether I was at an meeting or whether it was a 
funeral dirge. The difference in our music and the difference 
in the attitude and the countenances of our people and that of 
th~ opposition is something really to behold, really and truly 
it is. We are a happy crowd and we look at this great effort, 
at politics, not as a grimey, dreary business. We look at 
it as an expression of our citizenship and whenever you can, 
express your citizenship in America you ought to lift your 
voice in happiness, in glee and be joyous about it and that 
is why I"call my airplane that we fly around in "The Happy 
warrior, we are fighting for a good cause and we are happy about 
it and we are going to win on November 3rd. 

Say, I found a little newspaper story her~ that I want to 
read to y~u. l have been reading this around the country. We 
had a wonderful time. We just came in from Memphis, Tennessee, 
down in the deep South. They told us that we would not do 
too well in the South. Never had a better time in my life, 
never had more enthusiastic Democratso ~1ose folks down there 
know who is on their side. They like to flirt around with the 
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Republicans just a little bit so when they come, help them 

appreciate the fixeside of the Democratic Partyt that is all. 
(Applause) 

They don't intend to get married to Goldwater, they just 
want to pinch a little bit, do you knowu (Applause) They are 

beginning to find out that isntt even fun. You want to pinch, 

pinch a good Democrat. 

Well, I have got a little newspaper clipping here and it 

is from Grand Rapids, Michigan. I found this in the New York 
Times of September 24. It isn't very big. It is about one 

column, about an inch, about an inch and a half long. But it 

tells an awful lot. It's like Steve Young's letters back to 

his constituents. It gets right to the point and gives you 
an answer in a hurry, and here is what it says, it says, "State 

officials, Grand Rapids, Michigan, date line September 24, 

Associated Press, "State Officials have outlawed the sale of 

Gold water (Laughter) -- not a bad idea, really it wasn t t 
a very selling item anyway so that -- but then it goes on 
there, it says 11 outlawed the sale of C:old water, a new soft 

drink promoted by backers of Senator .Barry Goldwater. Some 

350 cases of the beverage have been oraered withheld from 
distribution on the ground that the pop," it didn t t say poppy­

cock, it said pop, "the pop is grossly misbranded because it 

lists as its ingredients unly artificial coloring ano a 
preservative. 11 {Applause) 

Isn•t that the best description you ever heard of a 
candidate and a program. Misbranded, is misbranded because 
he says he is a Republican and spokesman, because he really 

is not. He is just the special man for a splinter of the 
Republican Party, large numbers of good Republicans that 
love the GOP will vote for LBJ. They are going to vote for 

LBJ. (Applause) 

Those are the people who knew that GOP meant Grand Old 

Party, instead of Goldwater is our Problem. (AppJ.a us <9) 

(Laughter) We will have to go along here and I sai-:.1 this is 
a good description, it says it is misbranded r tha·f: . is true1 

and now it comes down to the program¥ because its ingredients, 

it lists as ingredients only artifi~ial coloring and a pre­

servative. Well now you know what a preservative is for. 
don't you, something that is dead. Oh, yes, that is for the 
museum. 

May I say to you that that description which I have just 
read to you is the most consise political analysis of a 
program and a splinter group and a candidate that I have ever 
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read in my life. You remember every word of it and you have 
got an argument to answer any criticism in your neighborhood. 

Now, I mention this because my friend, the head of the 
druggists' organization here in Cleveland, this lovely ladyo 
we vote no when you get patent medicienes that are nothing 
but you know, sweet water and . sugar · and a little coloring. 
We have never sold anyo but we have seen some like thatf and 
we also know a political quack when we see one, or a medical 
quack. So, I am glad to see my druggist friends that are 
standing up now for medicJ,.ne of substance, the kind ;;,f medicine 
that America needs, is a good dose of confidence and optimism 
and some good solid Democratic programs advanced by the Pres­
ident of the United States, Lyndon Johnson. (Applause) 

Well now, I want to talk to you about some of that pro­
gram. I am sorry it rained today, but it seems to me that you 
folks weren't held back too much, and I look around this 
audience and see this wonderful crowd, may I say to Bert Porter 
and Bill Coleman, and may I say to the members of the Committee 
that it looks mighty good to me. But I found out one thing 
about your State, and I want to be very candid with yo.u because 
it takes more than crowds to win elections. It takes work. 
John Kennedy had larger crowds in Ohio than any State in the 
union, and he loved this State as he loved his own Massachusetts, 
and I say to the people of Ohio, you owe something to the 
memory of that man, you owe something, you redeem his faith. 
(Applause) I want you to undo what you did in 1960, I want 
you to give the Democratic Party, I want you to give the man 
that John Kennedy selected as his Vice President, the man that 
he reached out and said, "I want Lyndon Johnson" I want you in 
honor of the late and beloved President to redouble your efforts. 
I want you to go to work and I want on November 3rd, on that 
night, a majority vote from this State that will literally 
send that message to Heaven sothat John Kennedy will know that 
he won. (Applause) 

By the way, when you are doing that don't forget that 
President Lyndon Johnson will be a great President, only if he 
has a Congress working with him and if you don't send that 
fireball, that hard working young United States Senator, Steve 
Young, back to the United States Senate, you ought to be ashamed 
of yourselves. He deserves your help. (Applause) 

You know we call Steve in the Senate -- we call him Mr. 

People, that's whose side he is on all the time. And that 
kind of a man deserves the confidence and the support of the 
people. 
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Well, I know I am speaking to the greatestr one of the 
greatest Democratic meetings in the country. I can just feel 
it, I can see it, and I have been wanting to come here for a 
long time and when the invitation came I did not hesitate a 
minute to accept it, because this Steer Roast has had known 
many, many dramatic moments. As was indicated here when our 
President spoke here, our late and beloved President Kennedy 
spoke here. But I think that none of these great moments that 
it has known can surpass that visit that was recalled to us 
today of four years ago about this time , of a just and 
eloquent young man and Senator from Massachuse·rts, the Demo­
cratic candidate for the President of the Unit·ed States, John 
Kennedy and here is what he said, I want you to think now of 
what he said, he said, "I would like it to be said that in 
our Administration our country moved here at home. It began 
to solve the problems that face our people. It put special 
emphasis on ~ducation because no free society can survive 
without the best educational sys·tem in the world. It took 
care of our children and gave medical care to the ag~ , so 
that our older citizens could live out their lives in some 
security. I would like it to be said that we ended discrimina~ 
tion of all kinds in the United States. We want fair treat­
ment for all Americans." 

Ladies and gentlemen, those were the words of a young man 
that was about to become President of the United States. He 
outlined for us the vision of his America. He outlined for 
us in real concrete proposals America, the beautiful as he 
saw it, and I say this was a vision wor·thy: of a Democratic 
President and a great Democratic Party, and for a dynamic and 
unforgetable one thousand days, one thousand days from January 
20 to November 22, 1963, our beloved John F. Kennedy kept every 

one of those promises th~t he made to you here "in Cleveland. 
He kept those promises to ~merica, and when he was taken from 
us, and the whole world ialtered, and wept# and was struck with 
grief, it was Lyndon Johnson who stepped forward and prayerfully 
told this Nation, "Let us continue" and as the running mate 
of President Johnson, a high honor, may I say, and one that I 
cherish and feel so obligated to, I rejoice to say that with 
your help, we shall do what President Johnson asked us to do. 
We shall continue to move our beloved America forward. (Applause) 

This Democratic Party of ours believes in a philosophy 
of Government that was so beautifully expressed by Woodrow 
Wilson when he said, "I believe in democracy because it 
releases the energy of every human being. 

The Democrats and to the Democrats, people are partners 
in ~Jvernment. Government is not our enemy, it is our friend. 
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Government exists for the people, and because of the people, 
and it is answerable to the people, all of them, and we are 
proud as a Party to believe in a Government with a heart t 
and to believe and support a Government that cares , that 
cares for the children, that ca res for the afflicted e that 
cares for the elderly , that cares fox business, that cares 
for labor, that cares for all of America. We don't apologize 
for that. As old Sam Rayburn used to say, "I am a Democrat 
\'Jithout prefix or sufix and without apology," and I stand 
before this audience to say that I am a Democrat that believes 
in a Government with a heart and a kind heart and a Government 
that cares. That is our kind of Government, isnat it? (Applause) 

Well now, believing this we have set to work to do some­
thing about it in these past four years, just as we did in 
the years of Roosevelt and Truman. Four years ago, I want 
you to ponder this as I looked over this active, thriving 
City, talking to your Mayor and your leaders, four years ago 
our economy was in trouble. It was floundering in the midst 
of a third recession in eight years. People were in trouble 
in this community, jobs were scarce. Unemployment was rising, 
factories were closing down, retail sales were off. Today, 
this great City of Cl eveland, this great State of Ohio, is 
enjoying the longest sustained growth and •aconomic expansion 
in a 11 of our history, releasing the energies " that is what 
we have been doing, releasing thP. energies, of this great 
American Pnterprise system with Government and labor, and 
capital all working together, all welcome in the t'lhite House, 
all the partners of the President, all of us building a better 
and a more prosperous and a more just Amarica • That is the 
kind of a Government and a Party that we represento 

Four years ago, unemployment, it was dangerously high. 
And no plans were being made to meet the effects of auto­
mation or absorb the ever increasing number of people coming 
on our labor market because of the growth of our population. 
But today employment is at an all time high, unemployment is 
down. Employment is up, and we are providing , my dear friends, 
hundreds of thousands of new jobs every month for a growing 
America. The Government of the United States under the Kennedy­
Johnson program has released the productive energies of the 
American workers. Now, of course, Senator Goldwater says 
that this is all poppycock. He says that this prosperity is 
all artificial. He knows you are feeling good but he doesn't 
think you should. He says you are sick. (Applause) He 
says if you will just listen to me you will be even sicker." 

Yes, Senator Goldwa·ter says, he has said that all of these 
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things are nothing but ~~litical gimmicks, political gadget~y, 
that the boom that we are enjoying is artj.ficiale that :i.t 
wont t last- tvell, thank goodness that the banlters don't believe 
it. Thank goodness that the corporate executives don't believe 
it. Thank goodness tha t the American people don"t believe it 
because everybody that I know is planning to an even bigger and 
be·tter America, everybody but the man from Arizo11a who hasn at 
caught up wi th the America we already have , much less a bet:·i.:er 
one. (Applause) 

You knm>~ the trouble about B<lrry Goldt,la ter is every time 
he looks at America through those glasses of his he forgets 
he doesn't have any lenses in the~nr you know.. (Appla·use) 
Very hard to see straight. 

Now four years ago, there were no plans to improve our woe­
fully inadequate facility of higher education,. to educate our 
children, and here is this great State of Ohio, this great 
city of Cleveland, with a growing population, with more and 
more people wanting education, today, however we have provided 
the means to construct facilities~ educational f acil.i ties, to 
build wholf! 11e~J institui:ions and to provide more loa·ns for 
colleges and for students. The Kennedy-Johnson p:rog:ram, the 
promise made to you here four years ago released the intellectual 
energeies of. ,._ _ ...... ""..~.es and rtii-:.Qrica 0 s studE·nts. Four 
years ago, our economically depressed areas had been ignored. 

Poverty was an unmentionable word. Even though millions 
lived in it, and today the Area tieaevelopment Administration, 
accelerated public wc~ks 9 vast programs of housing and hospital 
construction, progra;as of highway construction, and the Anti­
Poverty Bill, all C-' those proposals t' tat were pledged to you 
by John Kennedy an J Lyndon J'ohnson fot.r years ago, today they 
are the law of th land, releasir-:, -.ue energies of the 
American people. {!'.-,t:'.:' 1 ;>u~~l 

And four years ago as was said from this pla ·tformt the 
moral issue of human rights, constitutional rights had to be 
faced, and John Kennedy asked you to face it.. He said, 11 

•••. 

want to live in America where there is no discrimination." 
His words were repeated right from these Lake shores, and ·today 
the Civil Rights Bill has been passed. John Kennedy•s Civil 
Rights Bill, yes, a bill that was presented to Congress by 
our lat~ and beloved President that was forwarded by this 
President Lyndon Johnson and that was passed in the Congress, 
may I say, most respectfully by bipartisan cooperation. We 
have struck a blow for decency. We have released millions of 
Americans from the indignities and humiliations of second 
class citizenship, and I am proud that it happened under a 
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Democratic Administration. (Applause) 

Four years ago the world remained gripped by te11se, 
oppressive black cloud of nuclear fright and amciety, m.1clear 
tests taking place all over the world, bigger bombs, more 
radioactive fallout. Today because of the leadership of the 
Kennedy-Johnson Administration, the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
has been signed, and nuclear bomb tests in the atmosphere" on 
the ground and under \'later have been stopped, and today may 
I say, to the mothers in this room, the milk: that your children 
drink can be free of any dangerous amount of Strontium 90 
because a President loved humanlty enough to do something about 
it and to negotiate that Treaty. (Applause} This \\)as one 
of the first major steps tm.;ards a lasting peace, releasing 
the '!tlorld from t..he effects of radioactive fallout. And h01-1 did 
we do it? By bl\ilding stre11gth. by taking an inventory of 
our national security, by being strong, and also by being 
patient, never being afraid to negotiate but never negotiating 
from either fear or \'lealtl'less. The Kennedy-Johnson Administrationr 
my dear friends, in these four years, has built up military 
power of this country, the defensive strength so that. it is 
the 't'londer of the \oJorld, at the same time we proudly ptlrsue 
relentlessly every path to peace, and as President Johl1SOl'l has 
said he will go to the farthest part of the farthest corner 
of this earth to seek a honorable peace '!r.Jith anybody that 'V;ants 
peace with honor. 

Yes, we have done a lot in four years. John Kennedy 
sat before you here as I read it~ a vision. He looked ahead. 
He saw new frontiers. He saw new horizons. tie did not think 
you guided a country and directed the forward movement of a 
country by looking through a rearview mirror, a11el goil'lg baclt­
wards. He said, "no, let 1 s go down the road to progress and 
let's steer a straight cotlrse. Let • s not get off to the 
extreme right with Barry or the eoxtreme left \l>Jith the Com­
munists. Let's stay right down the straight road of American 
democracy.'' (Applause) 

And my dear friends and fellow Americans, we have steered 
that course. We have pursued it with no extremes, but with 
a sense of balance, with prospective and with vision, and you 
responded to that vision, and America responded, and we started 
to move forward. We shook ourselves up and we came alive. 
Now this progress just did not happen by accident. It took 
leadership, and it took a Government, as I said, that cared 
for the people, and a Government that identified with the 
people, and above all, a Government that trusted the people. 

Ohio has shared in this progresso I have indicated it to 
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you, it has been a great sharing. In the prosperity of the 
Nation you have shaxed and you have contributed to itr and 
Cleveland is growing. It is the 8th largest city in the 
United States, and you are going to get larger, so are many 
of the other bi,g cities ana you have many problems ·to work 
out, such as urban renewalr clean air and water, good trans­
portation{ recreation, decent homes for all of the people, 
I ask the residents of this gr.eat Metropolitan Centerr have 
you heaxd the Republ:!.can candidate say one word about how 
we will build better cities? No, this· man is specializing now 
in displaying not the 1965 models, he has got. the latest 
covered wagon on display, 'i:hat is his. (Applause) 

Is it any wonder that ·the automobile companies are for 
Johnson? (Applause) 

Industry in Ohio, t his industry must grm•1, it needs a 
Government that is to help stimulate it because you can't 
have jobs without industry. We don't believe in the class 
struggle in this country, my friends. We are not r-1arkists. 
We are Democrats. We believe that there is a proper role for 
capital and labor. We believe in our system. We believe that 
when there is investments there are jobs and when there are 
good jobs it encou.rages investments, and that is the ldnd of 
America we are going to build. We, also, have to have some~ 
thing for agriculture. This State surely depends a great 
deal upon it. The wonderful orchards and vineyards of this 
western reserve, and the varied agriculture all over your 
State must be strong -- both for you and for the Nation, and 
the Democratic Party, every farmer in America knows~ that we 
have never received even a friendly handshake from ·the Re­
publican Party, they have never received a fair shake~ that is 
for sure, and they are goi11.g to vo·l:e fo:r. the Democrats in this · 
election. {Applause) 

So, my friends, on election day, Cleveland and all of 
America has a choice. You can choose the Party of Wilson and 
Roosevelt, Truman, Kennedy and Johnson, the Party that 
believes in releasing the energies of America, or you can 
choose those \<Jho have said time after time, year after year, 
"No, no, no" to every constructive piece of legislation that 
has ever been advanced, and I say to you that these people 
are victims of habit. They will continue to say "No 11 and 
they have got the special list in the whole program of saying 
"No" right now as their cohtrary spokesman and that is none 
other than Senator Goldwater. (Applause) 

So we move to the future. Now you can choose a Democratic 
Party, to seek to improve thj.s land of ours, because what we 
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wan·t ·to to is build a better America.. We are not content even 
with the one that we have. It is good, it has made progressr 
it has done much, b1.1t all of this is like a platfo.tm from 
whence \IJe take off for new gains. tie are not going to tear 
do\'m what we have built a11d look to the past, we are going to 
build on that which we have constructed ana looked to the 
future, and we are going to revise an1d imvrove our immic:rrati.c,n 
laws or you can choose those \-Jho saeh: tc n~place the -statlle 
of Liberty with an iron gate and a padlocl,. What's wrong, for 
example, with a program advanced by John Kennedy 'ltJhen he was 
a Senator, I was his co-sponsor, for this legislation, it was 
known as the Kennedy-Humphrey Bill, and when he became Pres­
ident he advanced it as his legislation, and now it is knm'ln 
as the KP.nnedy-Johnson program, and whatrs \AJrong ·.vith it. It 
has had the support of the last four Presidents of the United 
States, including General Eisenhower, \vhat~s wrong \'lith the 
Kennedy-Johnson Bill permitting family unificat).on of blood 
relatives, of United States citizens, and here is your own 
Senator Steve Young, who is one of the active sponsors of 
this legislation, along wit:h Phillip Hart of Michiganr along 
with the late and beloved President Kennedy, along with Pres­
ident Johnson, President of the UnitedS'Cates, and along with 
Senator Humphrey who, if you help us, can be your Vice Pres­
ident of the United States. (Applause ) 

I would like to ask the Republican spokesman# \vhat: 3 s 'l.'frong 
with the Bill providing fox inwigration of pexso~~ with special 
skills, to reunite families , and of exceptional ability needed 
by the Unitea States. Such people will not ta!(e any jobs 
away. They t-'lill create new jobs, and a better economy. I have 
some feelings about this. My mother was foreign borne and I 
don't think she ·hurt_ America. I tl1ink she helped this country. 

And I just might as well be frank with you, the Slovenians 
were n·~t an i.ndian tribe, they came here from some place else. 
(Applause) And my good friends{ the Itali~ns and the Poles and 
the Greeks and the Hungarians r they came here too, and America 
is the richer because of it. (Applause) 

The only tirue this country ever got in trouble, my fellow 
Americans is when it closed its gates to people that wanted to 

mme in, closed its hearts to the poor, closed its gates to 
trade and closed its minds to new ideas. You know when that 
was, Harding, Coolidge and Hoover, that is ~n1at happened. 
(Applause) 

I ask you what ' s w~:cng· with President Kennedy and Johnson's 
Bill providing for refugee assylum for persecuted persons? 
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Don't we believe that people that are the victims of Communist 
oppression ought to have some home? I do. (Applause) Nowg 
it is not a matter of opening the Flood Gates. Opening the 
Flood Gates, somebody saidr I can't remember his name. (Cries 
of Goldwater") 

Senator Humphrey. I can't hear. It is not a question of 
opening the Flood Gates, it is a question of opet\\ing "FAir 
Gates. 11 F-A-I-R Gates, to admit not more than forty 'five 
thousand more immigrants, some of th em people 'ttho want to join 
their daughters and their sons so they can live here the remai& 
ing years of their lives and be bt.aried with their loved ones 
if you please, in a free country. I believe it will be a 
better America when those forty-five thousand people live with 
us, people that can tell us something of freedom because they 
have watched it be taken away, people to~ho have sltills that we 
need, and mothers and fathers who \'v'ant to be 11ear their bloodr 
their loved ones, and I believe we will be prouder, a richer 
Nation when the Administration ~ s Immj_gration Bill becomes law, 
and I believe we will be more compassionate, and more -- and 
have more common sense when this becomes law. 

I will tell you what my standard is for people~ not where 
you are born, but your individual worth. Not. your place of 
birth, but who you are and what you are, that is the Johnson­
Humphrey program, and that is the Johnson-Humphre¥ promise to 
you, individual worth-: We \'lill judge you on that basis. It 
is our pledge and it .is our faith. 

Now, my friends, let me leave you with this thought: 
America is known as the United States of America. We must 
get over the idea of regionalism. There is no north and there 
is no south, there is no east and there is no west~ there is 
but one country, one great Republic, one people, the American 
people in this these United States of America. Let~s think 
that way. (Applause) Letts not listen to the false prophets 
that try to divide the north and the south, the east and the 
west, the midwest fro~ the northwest, these people do no one 
any good. trle have had them before and wemould repudiate them 
again, and there is only one people. Beware od the spokesman, 
my friends, who tries to divide the city from the farm, that 
tries to divide the Catholic from the Protestant and the Jew, 
beware of those, my friends, who try to divide people on the 
basis of race or ethnic group. I will tell you what I think is 
the greatest thing about President Johnson. President John­
son knows only one kind of citizen, the American citizen. He 
knows only one kind of America, the United States of Americao 
(Applause) 
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President Johnson lives and preaches and practices national unity, and America today as it faces the \'Jorld of terrible power from our enemies, America needs unity today, and it needs a President that is a President of all the people and that loves all of the people. (Applause) 

t~at are \'/e going to do about it? Well1 ~~e have got a job to do in the next: six weeks/ not long, just six weeks. Let us make November 3rd a resounding V-Day, V for Voting, V for Victory for all that is just and noble and courageous and decent. in American life, and I say to my good friends, 
I say to you that in every precinct, in every ward, in every State we must spend the next six weeks not taking anything for granted, assuming that \~e have got the fight of our lives, and we need to take these next six weel~s lmleashing the energies of our people in behalf of the Democratic Party, in behalf of Lyndon B. Johnson and n~s vision of the Great Society, we have a job to do, I asl~ you to help me get that job done. 

I hope you will. Will you? (Cries of 11 Yes, Yes .. 11
} 

Thank you. 
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Today I speak to one of the greatest Democratic gatherings in America! 

This steer roast has known many dramatic mcments. But none can surpass the 

visit four years ago of a courageous and eloquent young Senator from Massachusetts -

the Democratic candidate for President of the United States. 

~any of you will recall his vision of a greater America: 

"I ;;-muld like it to be said that in our administration, 

our country moved here at home: it began to solve the 

problems that face our people; it put special emphasis on 

education, because no free society can survive without the best 

educational system in the world; it took care of our children 

and gave medical care to the aged, so that our older citizens 

could live out their lives in some security ••• I would like it 

to be said that we ended discrimination of all kinds in the 

United States ••• We \vant f air treatment for all Americans ." 

This was a vision worthy of a great Democratic President and a great 

Democratic Party. And for a dynamic and unforgettable 1000 days, our beloved 

John F. Kennedy kept his promises to America. And when he was taken from us, 

and the whole world faltered, it was Lyndon B. Johnson who stepped forward 

bravely and told the nat ton: "ret us continue ••. " 

As the running mate · of Presi dent Johnson~ T 1 '0 .1• >i.e"' b .> P.FtY' +.bat 1dth your 

help , we shall ~orrt-. :t n1 1~ ·{-. ,, l rl!Nc 1".1r.e d <·H. f'<> 1."WH1.·a. 

(more) 
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The Democratic Party believes in the philosophy of 

vloodrow Wilson, when he said: 

"I believe in democracy because it releases the energy of every human being." 

To Democrats, people are partners in the government. Government exists for 

the people, because of the people, and is answerable to the people -- all of them. 

Believing this, and acting upon it, a Democratic Administration began to 

release the energies of America and bring opportunity to all its people. 

-- Four years ago, our economy was floundering in the mids-t of the third 

recession in eight years. Today it is enjoying the longest sustained growth 

in all our history -- releasing the energies of the American enterpriBe systemv 

-- Four years ago unemployment was dangerously high and no plane uere made 

to meet the effects of automation or absorb new people coming on tb~·, labor 

market. Today employment is at an all-time high of 72 million people and we are 

slowly cutting the unemployment rate -- releasing the productive energies of 

American workers. 

-- Four years a,go there were no plans to improve the woefully inadequate 

facilities of higher education to educate our children. Today·, we have provided 

means to construct facilities, add new institutions, and provide more loans --

releasing the intellectual energies of American students. 

-- Four years ago our economically depressed areas had been ignored. "~over;.rty" 

was an unmentionable word -- even though millions of Americans lived in its misery. 

Today the AnA, the accelerated pi.lbl:f:.c works, and the anti··poverly bill aYe la~r~-

releas1ng the dormart energies of forgotten towns and forgotten people. 

-~ ii'our y-ears ago the moral issue of human rights had not been faced. Today 

the civil rights bill has been passed -- releasing millions of Americans from 

the inC.ignlt:LE::3 and hum.ilie.tion3 of second-c~ass citizenship. 

Four :•:cars ago the world remaine~- gripped by the t e::1se, oppres~:ive b.l .. n_ ~:;.; 

cloud of nu.cl~oar fl'ight ar..d anxiety, Today t"he test ban treaty has been si[ped 

and we have taken the first steps toward a lasting peace -- releasing the world 

from the effects of radioective fallout. 

Four years ago John :F'. Ksnnedy set before you a vision of a better America. 

You responded to this vision. America responded. And we started to move forward. 

Th:is progress did not just happen. It took courageous leadership. It took 

(more) 
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Ohio has shared in the progress of these past four years . Your manufacturing 

employment is up. Your educational institutions have grown. Your :retail sales 

are up . Your cities have begun urban renevral and to attack the problems of 

our r apidly growing urban society. 

This thriving city of Cleveland is the eighth largest city in the United States ,, 

But eleveland i s going to get larger. So are all of the many large cities in 

this State. You still have problems to work out in urban renewal, in clean air 

and water, in good transportation, in decent home s for all of the people ~ 

Industry in Ohio must grow and innovate to provide jobs for aJJ ·your people~ 

But likewise the considerable agriculture of this state must not suffer neglect. 

The wonderful orchards and vineyards of this Western Reserve, and tbe var5.ed 

agriculture all over the state must be strong-- both f or you and ~ ~ r the nation. 

On election day, Cleveland -- and all America -- has a choice. You can choose 

the party of Wilson, Roosevelt, Truman, Kennedy and Johnson -- the party that 

believes in releasing the energies of America. Or you can choose those who have 

said "No" to every constructive piece of Democratic legislation in the past four 

years, and will continue to say "No" to the challenges of the next four years. 

You can choose the :Cemocratic Party that seeks to revise and improve our out-

dated and inhumane immigration system, or you can choose those who seek to replace 

t he Statue of Liberty with an iron, padlocked gate. 

vfuat is wrong with immigration legislation that has been supported by the 

last four Presidents of the United states -- including General Eisenhovrer? 

What is wrong with an immigration bill perm itting family unification of 

blood relatives of United states citizens? 

What is wrong with a bill providing for immigration of persons with special 

. skills and exceptional ability needed by the United States? SUch people will 

not take jobs away -- they will create jobs in our economy. 

What is wrong with a bill provid::.ng for refugee asylum for persecuted pt!rsons ? 

It is not a q_uestion of opening the "floodgates." It is a q_uestion of opening 

the "fair-gates" to admit 45,000 more ilmnigrants -- one-f ortieth of one percent 

of our present populatton. 

I believe we wi JJ be a be l-te ·r nAti on when thus<'~ )~5 3000 .live among us. 

\ (more) 
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I believe we will be a prouder, richer nation when the Administration's 

immigration bill becomes law. 

I believe we will be a more compassionate and common sense nation when it 

becomes la•v. 

I was proud to testify for the Administration bill in these words: 

'~ great society is not a closed society. It is open to enriching ideas and 

contributions of many cultures. It thrives on diversity. Immigration reform 

means substantial progress tm.;ard this goal. If our society sincerely judges 

its members on worth instead of birth, then our immigration policy should be 

based primarily on merit. 11 

Worth -- not birth -- that is the Johnson-Humphrey promise to :.rou. It is 

our pledge. It is our faith. 

VIe have a job to do in the next six weeks. let us make November 3rd a resound.·" 

ing V-day -- 11V11 for voting: 11V11 for victory -- for all that is just, noble, 

courageous and decent in American life. 

In every precinct, in every ward, in every state, we must spend the next 

six weeks .unleashing the energies of our people in behalf' of Iumdon B. 

Johnson and his vision of the Graat Society. 

VIe have a. job to do. We nms·L li.eep 1\rrcer.i C'a _movj_ng fonrard. 
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TEXT PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY SENATOR HUBERI' H. ~ . ..;J 7, f f t, 9' 
HUMPHREY, DEMOCRATIC VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE, 
CLEVELAND, OHIO SEPTEMBER 27, 1964 

J... Today I speak to one of the greatest Democratic gatherings 

in America: 

This Steer Roast has known many dramatic moments. But none 

can surpass the visit four years ago of a courageous and eloquent young 

Senator from Massachusetts-----The Democrat i c Candidate for President of 

The United States. -
vision of a Greater America: 

"I would like it to be said that in our Administration, 

our Country moved here at home; it began to solve the problems 

because no free society can survive without the best educational 

system in the world; it took care of our children and gave 

medical care to the aged, so that our older citizens could 

live out their lives in same security .•••• I would like it 

to be said that we ended discrimination of all kinds in 

the United States ..••. We want fair treatment for all Americans." 
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L... This was a,.visi~rthy of a Great Democratic President 

and a Great Democratic Party. ~ for a ~c and unr.:;:;etta·ble 

1000 days, our Beloved John F. Kennedy kept his promLses to America. 
':a ............ ...._ 

And when he was t aken from us, and the whole world faltered, it was 

Lyndon B. Johnson who stepped forward bravely and told the Nation: 

/ret us continue ..••• " 

As the running mate of President Johnson, I rejoice to say 
'{ 

that with your help, we shall continue to move America forward• 

t 
4 

J.... The Democratic Party believes in the philosophy of Government 

expressed by Woodrow Wilson, \vhen he said: 

L.. "I believe in Democracy because it releases the 

energy of every human being ..... 11 

L... To Democrats, pe~ple are partners in the Goverrun<mt• Government 

exists for the people, because the 

people-----All of them. - J Believi: this, and acting upon it, a Democratic Administration 1"\... ..... ......... 
began to release the energies of America and bring opportunity to all its 

people. 
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tFoux years ago, our economy was floundering in the 

midst of the third recession in eight years. Today it is enjoying 

the longest sustained growth in all our history-----releasing the 

energies of the American Enterprise System. 

L--Four years ag') unemployment was dangerously high 

and no plans were made to meet the effects of automation or absorb 

new people coming on the Labor Market • Today employment is at an I 
and we are slowly cutting the all-time high of 72 Million people 

unemployment rate-----releasing the productive energies of American 

workers. 

kr years ag'J there were no plans to improve the 

woefully inadequate facilities of higher education to educate our 

children. Today, we have provided means to construct facilities, add 

new institutions, and provide more loans-----releasing the intellectual 

'------------~----------~ 
energies of American students. 
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~Four years ago, our economically depressed areas had 

been ignored. "Poverty" was an unmentionable word-----even though 

millions of Americans lived in its misery. Today the ARA, the Accelerated 

--
Public Works, and the Anti -Poverty Bill are law-----releasing the 

energies of forgotten towns and forgotten people. 
_._.__,.,. 

ago, the moral issue of human rights had not 

been faced. Today the Civil Rights Bill has been passed-----releasing 

millions of Americans from the indignities and humiliations of second-class 

citizenship. 

~--Four years ago, the world remained gripped by the tense, 

oppressive black cloud of nuclear fright and anxiety. Today the Test Ban 

Treaty has been signed and we have taken the first steps toward a lasting 

peace----~releasing the worl d from the effects of radioactive fallout. 

~ 1:---Faur years ago, John F. Kennedy set before you a vision 

of . a better America. You responded to this vision. America responded. 

And we started to move forward. 

-4-
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~is progress did not just happen. It took courageous 

leadership. It took a Government that cared for people, identified 

with them, and above all trusted them. 

/.... Ohio has shared in the progress of these past four years. 

Your manufacturing employment is up. Your educational institutions 

have grmm. Your retail sales are up. Your cities have begun Urban 

Renewal and to attack the problems of our rapidly growing Urban Society. 
' 

Thi~thriving City of Cleveland is the eighth largest City 

in the United States. But Cleveland is going to get larger. So are 

all of the many large cities in this State. You still have problems 

to work out in Urban Renewal, in clean· air and water, in good transportation, 

~ ~~~~~J 
Industry in Ohio must grow and innovate to provide jobs 

for all your people. But likewise the considerable agriculture of this 

State must not suffer neglect . The wonderful or chards and vineyards of 

this Western Reserve, and the varied agriculture all over the State must 

be strong-----both for you and for the Nation. 

-5-
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Cleveland-----and all America-----has a 

choice. You can choose the Party of' Wilson, Roosevelt, Truman, -
Kennedy and Johnson-----the Party that believes in releasing the 

energies of' America Or you can choose those who have said 11No" to 

every constructive piece of' Democratic Legislation in the past four 

years, and will continue to say "No 11 to the challenges of' the next 

four years • _. 

~You can choose the Democratic Party that seeks to revise 

and improve our outdated and inhumane Innnigration System, or you can 

choose taose who seek to replace the Statue of' Liberty with an iron~ ... 
padlocked gate. 

~What is wrong with Immigration Legislation that has been 

supported by the last four Presidents of' The United States-----

inclu7:~i:i:~~:h an L~~~t!!ing f-ly 

unification of blood relatives of' United States Citizens? 

-6-
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L What is wrong with a BiH providing for immigration of 

persons with special skills and exceptional ability needed by the 

United States? Such people will not take jobs away-----they will 

create jobs in our economy. 

is wrong with a Bill providing for refugee asylum 

for persecuted persons? 

question of opening the It is 

a question of opening the "Fair Gates" to admit 45,000 more immi 
~--

one-fortieth of one percent of our present population. 

I believe we will be a better Nation when those 45,000 

live among us • 

~ I believe we will be a prouder, richer Nation when the 

Administration's Immigration Bill becomes law. 

~ believe we will be a more compassionate and common sense 

Nation when it becomes law. 
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proud to testify for the Administration Bill 

these words: 

"A great society is not a closed society. It is 

open to enriching ideas and contributions of many cultures. 

It thrives on diversity.~Immigration reform means substantial 

progress toward this goal. If our society sincerely judges 

its members on worth instead of birth, then our Immigration 

Policy should be based primarily on merit." 

~~-----not birth-----that is the Johnson 

It is our pledge. It is our faith. 

November 3rd a resounding V-Day-----''V" for Voting; "V" for Victory----­

~ 

for all that is just, noble, courageous and decent in American life. 

In every precinct, in every ward, in every state, we must 

spend the next six weeks unleashing the energies of our people in behalf 

of Lyndon B. Johnson and his vision of the great society. 

L We have a job to do. We must keep America moving forward. 
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