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I am honored to be with you -- the men and women of Catholic Charitie s 

whom I have admired for years. 

Your principles are matched only by your deeds. Because of your con-

victions about the interrelationship of faith and works , you have never become 

excessively other-worldly -- you have applied the t ea chings of the Sermon-on-

the - Mount in concrete fashion transforming the City of Man into the City of God. 

And you have a pplied the t eachings of Pbpe John XXIII, the beloved 

spiritual l eader who touched the hearts of men of all faiths, as expressed in his 

magnificent encyclical, Pacem 2:!:, Ter ris : 

"Human society, as we picture it, demands that they be animated by 

such love as will make them fe el the needs of others as their own, and induce 

t hem to share their goods with others , and t o strive in the world to make all 

men a like he irs to the noblest of inte llectual and spirit ual values. 11 

Your responsibilities to God have been evidenced by the exerci se and 

fulfillment of your r es ponsibilities to man. 

You have been t eachers , as well as doers . As my colleagues in the 

Congress and I have so often ob served, the whole process of social and humani-

tarian l egislation has been enriched by your appearances before congre ssiona l 

committees and your continued support of enlightened l egislation . 

You have always shown devot ion to the principle that wise l egislation 

can make men better by making society better . You have never fallen into the 

trap of blaming the poor for their poverty -- you have never attempted to 

(more ) 
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rationalize or excuse the neglect of the poor either by deliberate oversight or 

callous neglect. 

In short, you understand there is an inseparable connection between 

human progress and social justice. 

How truly blessed we are in Amer ica! I, like many of you, have 

travelled among the underdeveloped nations of the world. These lands can achieve 

little social justice in the short-run. Their meager r esources must_.be 

rationed beh1een improving living standards and acquiring sufficient capital 

for the industrialization which offers a better life for their people in the 

longer run. 

America is faced with no such choice. Even in the short run, we 

cannot afford to do without the highest measure of social justice. We cannot 

afford to tolerate poverty. And this situation becomes more intolerable as 

it becomes more avoidable. 

I do not intend to demean your intelligence by rebutting the pre ­

posterous notion that poverty is simply the fault of the poor. But we should 

be concerned with another remarkable notion uttered recently: namely, that 

those of us concerned with the poor have "manufactured" poverty by redefining 

the "luxuries of yesterday as the necessities of today." 

Such a statement only demonstrates the most profound misunderstanding 

of America -- of its spirit, of its traditions, of its faith, and of its 

compassion. 

Of course the luxuries of yesterday are the necessities of today. 

This is the exciting story of American progress. Just 60 years ago, for example, 

an automobile was a luxury; but it is not a luxury today for a poor breadwinner 

to drive to work when that is the only way to reach his job. Just 30 years ago, 

electricity was a luxury on most farms; but it cannot be considered a luxury 

today for a poor farm family to snap on the switch. 

Poverty, in short, is measured by the standards of a man 1 s own 

community. If most Americans are well fed, the man who can't give his family 

three good meals a day is poor. 

If most Americans are well-housed, the man who can 1t fix the holes in 

his roof, or have running water in his home, is poor. 

(more) 



If most Americans have adequate clothes, shoes, and books1 for 

school, then the children who lack these things are poor. 

Certa j.n per sons may take comfort in the fact that the average income 

of the poor "represents material \-Jell-being beyond the dreams of a vast majority 

of peoples outside the United States"-- but Lyndon Johnson doe s not-- nor 

do I. 

We cannot measure the poverty of today agalnst, that of other lands, or 

even against our O\-m past. We measure it against what we can do today and should 

do tomorrow. And we measure it, as you do, aga inst our own conscience. 

wt.R t o::-e f.he dimensions of lX>' rerty in America? ::;:s it si:nply a ques­

tion of redefinition or r e l a tive stonL1.:tl'ds of livir.g? 

Duri•~ 1963 ther e were 47 million families in the United States. 

One-fifth of the total had annual incomes below $3,000. This figure includes 

some 14 million children -- one-sixth of our youth -- whose parents cannot give 

them enough to eat, cannot clothe them properly, and cannot afford proper 

medical and dental treatment. And even mor e alarming, 5.4 million families 

containing 8 million children had total annual incomes of less than $2,000. 

The bitter facts of poverty among lonely people -- men and women living 

on meager pensions, social security, family charity -- are· equally shocking . 

In 19621 5 million persons had incomes of less than $1,500 and about 

one-third of this number rece ived a total annual income below $1,000. 

The se statistics cannot tell the whole story. They cannot convey the 

devastating consequences of living in slums, the long r ange effects of deficient 

medical care, or the psychological impact of suffering the multiple bruises 

which poverty inflicts. 

n1e aci d of poverty corrodeR the human spirit. It corrodes faith in 

oneself, it eliminates hope for the future, and it makes charity to other s a 

rare virtue. 

One point must be made abundantly clear: waging war on poverty is not 

a question of taking from the ''haves" and giving to the ''have-nots." It is, 

r a ther, the principle of J esus' miracle of the loaves and fi shes. We must expand 

the blessings of this land so that all may participate more fully. 

(more) 
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This is not to underrate the improvement in living standards which 

has taken place during the past generation. These gains are substantial, and 

you and others who share your concern deserve a full measure of credit. But our 

future as a nation and a people will be determined by how wide a gap we main­

tain between our potential for social justice and its achievement. 

When any new governmental program is presented, there inevitably are 

those who instantly and automatically bewail its cost. President Johnson's 

anti-poverty program is no exception. In recent days we have heard the 

Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 described as 11plainly and simply a raid on 

.,our pocketbooks . 11 

Those who perenially r a ise this cry wear the green eyeshade of a 

poorhouse accountant. They only see a single l edger sheet before them. But 

they should look at all the costs: the costs of inaction as well as the costs of 

action -- the costs of delinquency and crime, of unemployment due to ignorance 

and lack of skills, and of welfare payments and unemployment compensation. 

The fact is we can afford to do whatever we make up our minds to 

do -- if it is of sufficient urgency. When President Kennedy made the decision 

to strengthe n our defenses, no one doubted that v1e could do thi s -- if we were 

willing to expend the resources . We resolved to do it -- and we did. 

So it is with the war on poverty . We can do whatever we resolve to 

do. And because our efforts to eradicate poverty are an investment in our 

fUture prosper ity, we will surely reap the dividends. 

This means using the powers and policies of the Federal government 

to assure maximum growth and employment. It means recognizing that the surest 

road to a balanced Federal budget i s a balanced national e conomy. It means 

planning ahead and investing in those areas where investment is needed to assure 

growth: education, natura l resources, transportation, communications. It means 

waging a continuing war not only on poverty, but upon ignorance and di scrimina­

tion ond prejudice -- which President Johnson so correctly called "poverty of 

the spirit." 

Let non8 of us delude ourselves that the war against poverty will be 

easily won. :&lt vie must begin now -- and we must l earn by doing. This is the 

(more ) 
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American way. As we overcome some aspects of the poverty problem, others may 
loom before us. It is foolish to expect that all aspects of all kinds of 
poverty will be permanently eradicated and require nothing more from us. 

No matter how complex the world might be, it is still ~world, 
as President Kennedy said, ''here on earth God' s work must truly be our own." 
The forces which direct our destiny remain blind and frightening only if we 
refuse to open our eyes and exert our own strength in control. 

But if we resolve to make no small plans, to accept no small r esults, 
and to regard each partial victory as a stepping stone, we can r each our stated 
goals within a decade -- a summit wher e all Americans can enjoy fully the air 
of freedom be cause poverty no longer threatens them -- because they will have 
gained further evidence of the validity of our democratic institutions. 

We should always remember the profound wisdom expressed so eloquently 
by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt: 

"Governments can err, Presidents do make mistakes, but the immortal 
Dante t ells us that Divine Justice w~ighs the sins of the cold-blooded and the 
sins of the warm-hearted in a different scale. Better the occasional faults 
of a government living in the spirit of charity than the consistent omissions 
of a government frozen in the ice of its own indifference ." 

I can assure you that Lyndon B. Johnson and I will never be indifferent 
to the plight of our l ess fortunate brethren. We recall -- and shall always 
follow the wisdom of St. Baul in his e1istle to the Corinthians: 

"Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal ••• And now abidcth 
faith, hope, charit y, these three:. but the greatest .of these is charity." 

,JI. # #I Jt } L ;r · 1r ,r 
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am honored to be with you -- the men and women of 

Catholic Charities whom I have admired for years. 

~ Your principles are matched only by your deeds. Because 

of your convictions about the interrelationship of faith and works, 

teachings of the Sermon on the Mount in concrete fashion trans-

forming the city of man into the city of God. 

~d you have applied the teachings of Pope John XXIII, 
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"Human society, as we picture it, 

demands that they be animated by such love as will make them feel 

the needs of others as their own, and induce them to share their 

goods with others, and to strive in the world to make all men alike ----
heirs to the noblest of intellectual and spiritual values. " -

~Your responsibilities to God have been evidenced by the 

exercise and fulfillment of your re~ponsibilities• to man . --
~You have been teachers, as well as ~s-~As my colleagues 

in the Congremand I have so often observed, the whole process 

of social and humanitarian legislation bas been enriched by 

your appearances before Congressional committees and your 

continued support of enlightened legislation. 

~ You have always shown devotion to the principle that 

wise legislation can make men better by making society better• ----
~You have never fallen into the trap of 

blaming the poor either by deliberate oversight or callous 

neglect. 

-
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~In short, you understand there is an inseparable 

connection between human progress and social justice . 

~ liDw truly blessed we are in America! !, like many of 

yo~ have travelled among the underdeveloped nations of the 

world . These lands can achieve little social justice in the 

short run . Their meager resources must be rationed between 

improving standardr~ capital for the~~ 
~ industrialization wnich offers a better life for their people 

in the longer run. 

L America i~~~ with no such choice . Even in 

the short run, we cannot afford to do without the highest .. - ., 
measure of social justice . We cannot afford to tolerate 

poverty . And this situation becomes more intolerable as it -
becomes more avoidable . 



your intelligence by rebutting 

the notion that poverty is simply the fault of the poor. But 

~ 
we should be concerned with another r : rnlil@tle notion 

,u,t~w-.•~s~a~s .. c .. .-·.?~i_.r , Namely, that those of us concerned with the 

poor have "manufactured" poverty by redefining the "luxuries 

of yesterday as the necessities of today . " 

I ~~ J., Such a.,s;ts+swent only demonstrates the most profound 

mfusanderstanding of America - - of its spirit, of its tradition9, 

of its faith, and of its compassion . 
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~Of course the luxuries of yesterday are the necessities 

of today. This is the exciting story of American 

progress. Just 6JJ years ago, for example, an automobile - - ..... 
was a luxuryj but it is not a luxury today for a poor breadwinner 

to drive to work when that is the only way to reach his job4 

~Just 30 years ago.electri:;ty was a luxury on most farmsj but 

it cannot nbe considered a luxury today for a poor farm family 

to snap on the swithh. 

~ Poverty, in short, is measured by the standards of a 

man's own community. If most Americans are well fed, the 
-, -

man who can't give his family three good meals a day is 

poor. 

most Americans have adequate clothes, shoes, and -
books, for school, then the children who lack these things are -
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~&~measure the poverty of today 

against that of other lands, or e ven against our 

own past. We measure it against what we can do ... ·- .. 
-- should do tomorrow~And we measure it, today and 

as you do, agaimt our own conscience. 

~What are the dimensions of poverty 

Is it simply a question of redefinition 

relative standards of living? 

L.. During _;963 
4

there were 47 million 

in America? 

in the United States. One-fifth of the total 

had annual incomes below $3,000. This figure 

includes some 14 million children -- one-sixth 

of our youth -- whm e parents cannot give them 

enough to eat, cannot clothe them properly, 

and cannot afford proper medical and dental 

treatment. And even more alarming, 5.4 million 
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f amilies containing 8 million children had 

total annual incomes of less than $2,000. 

~The bitter facts of poverty among lonely 

people men and women living on meager 
y • ·- ---

pensions, social security, family charity 

are eq:ally shocking. - ~ ~ I 
~In 1962, 5 million persons had incomes 

of less than $1,500 and about one-third of this 

number received a total a~nual income below $1,000. 

~These statistics cannot tell the whole 

story. They cannot convey the devastating 

consequences of living in slums, the long range 

effects of deficient medical care, or the 

psychological impact of suffering the multiple 

bruises which poverty inflicts. 

~The acid of poverty corrodes faith in 
~ 

onese~f, it eliminates hope for the future, 
«4(• 7 ::s 

and it makes charity to others a rare virtue• .. 
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~ne point must be made abundantly Clear[ 

Waging war on poverty is not a question of 

taking from the "haves" and giving to the 

"have-nots." It is, rather, the principle of 
===za ·c.,.n·m!"!'e. -
Jesusr miracle of the loaves and fishes. We 

must expand the blessings of this land so that 

all may participate more fully. 

~This is not t o underrate the imp~ovement i fl 

living standards which has taken place during 

the past generation. These gains are - " - ... 
substantial, and you and others who share 
- .. 0 

your concern deserve a full measure of credit. 

~But our future as a nation- and a people will 

be determined b~ how wide a gap we maintain -
between our potential for social justice and 

its achievement. 
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!.. The fact is we can ~fo!d to do whatever 

we make up our minds to do -- if it is of suf-

ficient urgency • When President Kennedy made 
• 

...., 

the decision to strengthen our defenses, no 

one doubted that we could do this -- if we 

were willing to expand the resources. We resolved 

~o do:; -- _an_d_ w_e_ dl-·d. ~~~:,,;;._ ~ 
~ it is with the war on poverty. We 

can do whatever we resolve to do. And because 

our efforts to eradicate poverty are an 

investment in our ffuture prosperity, we will 

surely reap the dividends. 

~This means using th_e ______ _. 

of the Federal government to assure maximum 

growth and employment. It means recognizing 
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that the surest road to a balanced federal 

budget is a balanced national economy. It -
means planning ahead and investing in those .. -
areas where investment is needed to assure 

• art .... 

growth: Education, natural resources, 

- --- "' ........ 
transpor tation, communications. It means 

waging a continuing war not only on poverty, 

but upon ignorance and discrimination and 

prejudice -- ~b?9~ ~~e~devt IAhpsQPmSO 

~~verty of the spirit." 

t( Let none of us delude ourselves that the 

war against poverty will be easily won. But 

we must begin now -- and we must learn by doinge --- mann= 

This is the American way. As we overcome some 

aspects of the poverty problem, others may loom 
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befor~ It is foolish to expect that all 

aspects of all kinds of poverty will be 

~ eradicated and require nothing 

more from us. 

~No matter how comple~ the world might be, 

'"WO~L»~ 
it is still our~As President Kennedy 

said, "Here on earth God 1 s work must truly be 

our own." lThe forces which direct our destiny 

remain blind and frightening only if we refuse ...... 
to open our eyes and exert our own strength 

in control. 

~But if we resolve to make no small plans, 

to accept no small results, and to regard 

each partial victory as a stepping stone, we 

can reach our stated goals within a decade ~~~~=~. 

where all Americans can enjoy fully 
~-;. -
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the air of freedom because poverty no longer 

threatens them -- because they will have gained 

further evidence of the validity of our 
..... - - . . 

democratic institutions. 

We should always remember the profound wisdom 

expressed so eloquently by President &i!llad 3 jn 

~P he Roosevelt: 

"Governments can err, Presidents do make 

mistakes, but the immortal Dante tells us that 

divine justice weighs the sins of the cold-blooded 

and the sins of the warm-hearted on a different 

scale. Better occasionally faults of a -
government living in the spirit of charity than 

the consistent omissions of a government frozen 

in the ice of its own indifference." 
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I would hope that no American President 

would ever be indifferent to the p ili ight of our 

less fortunate brethren, and that every 

President might have the wisdom of St. Paul 

as expressed in his epistle to the Corinthians: 

(\ Though I speak with the tongues of men 

and of angels, and have no charity, I am become -
as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal -- and 

now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three: -
but the greatest of these is charity." 
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Speech by 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 
at the National Conference of Catholic 

Cha:rities 
St. Louis, Missouri 
october 6, 1964 

(Serlator Humphrey was speaking when reporter arr.ived) 

And you have applied 'i:he teachings of that. g-reat: peasa11t 
p:r.iest that became the ; .. :oly Father, Pope John XXIII, that 
beloved spiritual leader, ltJho touched the heaj:ts of mel'l a.na 
t11omen eve~r.ywhere of all faiths on th~~s s:i..de of the Iron 
Curtain and on the other, as expressed :Ln his magnificent 
encyclical, Pacem In Terris~ 

May I just quote a few woras from that encyclical. By 
the way, I took the liberty as a member of Congress to have 
printed il"l the Congr essional Record those g:rea·t encyclicalr 
Pacem In Terris, and r-1ater Magestra. (Applause) 

Pope John said in thu t encyc lie a 1, "Human society, as we 
picture j_t, demal'lc:1S that they be animated by such love as \t.lill 
make them feel the neeas of others as their ovm~ and induce 
them to share th eir goods with others, and to strive in the 
world to make all men aU.k:e heirs to the noblest of intel­
lectual and spiritua 1 va l ues." 

You have tal"en this encyclical to heart and put it: into 
action. Yo1.1:r responsibilities to God have been evidenced 
by tl1e exercise and fulfillment of your responsibilities to 
God 1s cr.Pation, man. 

You have been teachers, as well as doers, and as my 
colleagues in the Congress and I have so often observed, the 
whole p:r.ocess of social and htunanitarian leg:tslation has been 
enriched by your appearance before congressional committees and 
your continued support of enlightened legislation. 

And your testimony from time to ·time has had a great deal 
to do with the moaification and the irnprovemel'lt of legislation. 
I knot·1 of no time tha·t ·the representat.ives of the Catholic 
Charities have not been welcomed with open arms and with 
gratitude by the members of Co11gress of both political parties. 

You have always shown aevotion to the principle that 
wise legislation can make men better by making society a 
little better, and you have never fallen in·to the trap of 
blaming the poor either by deliberate oversight or callous 
neglect. 
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In short, you understand that there is an inseparable 
connection bett•Jeen human progress and social justice. 

I have alt<1ays loved that word 11 justice. 11 There is a 
beauty about it, and the Old Testament:. prophet Amos told us 
so much about it. Sometimes I feel that in om: desire in 
America to be efficient, to be practical, to be productive, 
to be rich, to be powerful, we forget the tvord 11 jt1Stice. 11 

Totalitarian societi es can be efficient, they can be 
powerful, ·they can be rich, they can be all of those thingst 
but they have never been jus·t, and one \·Jord that we ought 
to cherish and literally pull to our heart is this beautiful 
word that means so much in terms of htlmanity, the T.11ord, 
"justice," and social justice is inaeed the tvork of the very 
people that I now address. 

Ana it has been a great part of the whole system, the 
whole set of values of America. 

I can 3 t help but say, as I have said all across this 
country, how truly blessed ~tle are in America! I sometimes 
wonder if we really appreciate it, how fort.unater how blessed 
we are. I, like many of you, have traveled in many parts of 
the wrold, visiting these l..mder-developed or developing areas, · 
as we call them, of Asia and Africa, Latin America. We know of 
the immense problems that these people face, and how good it is 
and hm>~ fortunate we are that organizations such as the Catholic 
Charities and other voluntary organizat:ions are doing great 
work in these areas, .remo·te areas, of the world. 

vlhen we designed legislation for the Peace Corps and for 
the Foreign Aid Program and foz the Food for Peace Program, 
I am happy to say it \lias my privilege to see that ln that 
legislation was incorporated provisions that not only made it 
possible but that directed the Government of the United States 
to \'1ork throtlgh the great voluntary organizations wherever 
that was possible. (Applause) 

These lands that I speak of, they have such immense 
problems, they can achieve very little social justice in the 
short run. Their meager resources must .be rationed between 
improving standards of living for the immeaiate and the 
accumulation of capital for rural developments, :rural develop­
ments anJ industr~ization which offers a better life for their 
people in the longer run, ill'ld I hope that we A.rnericans tdll be 
understanding of these people. 
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Sometimes as I travel across our country I become a bit 
concerned with our impatience. vle fail to understand the 
staggering problems that some areas of the \~orla have. Let 
me just cite Ol'le, this Latin America area, some of you may 
have been present. at our conference in Chicago in January, 
the conference that was sponsored by Cardinal C1.1shing. I 
'~as privileged to speak there at that conference and I tried 
to point out the gains that werE! l:>ej_ng made in Latin America, 
but the gains that were being made against tremendous oddsr 
and fortunately we not only have a Governmen·t wo:rldng there, 
our Government; and others, but \•le have organizations of 
people who \.Yant to give of their lives, not just of their 
St1bstance but literally g-ive of their soul, of their spirit, 
of their lives, to help other people. 

Slowly l:)'l.lt surely the levels of the standard of living 
are rising in these countries South o:E the Rio Granqe. 
Slowly but surely the whole doctrine of Christian charit:y 
is beginning to £ina its ~;ay ana to make its impact, ana I, 
for one, have never seen anything \'lrong with the Government 
of the United States, a government that has as its pledge of 
allegiance not only a pledge to our country bt1t to our God. 
I have never seen anything wrong with a government of the 
people, by the people ana for the people that believes in a 
Divine Providence acting compassionately and helping people 
and extending the warm hand of fell0\<1Ship and charity to those 
that need it. (Applatlse) 

Or, if I can put it quite simply, t-lhat' s wrong in t:rans­
lating your religious and spiritual convictions into social 
and political action? Why separate them? I have never 
believed that my religion was only for Sunday and I don't 
intend to practice it: that way. (Applause) 

There are in many of these areas of under-development, 
the choices are not easy. The choices of j.mmediately doing r 

doing something to immediately allevia·te suffering must always 
be set off against the long range needs of how you develop 
a country and the decisio11s are difficult, but here in America~ 
we are not faced with such a choice. 

Even in the short run we cannot afford to do without the 
highest . '· . meastue of social justice and, might I add, that 
we can afford to do what \'le want to do. tV'e cannot afford 
to tolerate poverty, particularly in the midst of ou:r plenty 
at a time when we proudly boast of oux affluence and of our 
richness and of our prosperity. 
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How can \oJe as a eth i cal and moral people even contem­
plate or tolerate conditi ons of poverty amongst the least of 
these? 

And, as I say, ·this situati o11 of pove:r:t.y becomes all the 
more intolerable as it b ecomes avoidabler because we Jcnow 
now we can do something about i t .. There is something which 
has happened in our time. There \!las a time that it \'1as very 
difficult to do something about. poverty, but one of the facts 
of our age is that. poverty can be met, something can be done 
about it. We have the tools, the means, the resources, the 
sl(ills to wage war upon it:.. 

I tried to outline t hat in this book that ~1r. Kelley 
referred to. I am not putting in a pltlg for my book pe:c se 
(Laughter) but it is filled with some meatra information. 
(Applause) 

Now I would not want to demeal'l. your intelligence by even 
rebutting the notion that poverty is simply the fault of the 
poor. But I do think that we should be concerned with another 
incredible notion which seems to be gaining some currency in 
our country, namely, that those of us who are concerned with 
the poor have manufactured poverty by redefining the luJcuries 
of yesterdays as the necessities of today. 

I get a lot of letters that tell me that. I tvish you 
could read some of my mail sometime. (Laughter) I did not 
knO\>~ people were so interested in me. 

Well now such an at·titude of saying that we manufactured 
poverty, to have something to talk about, so to speak, 
or that we have redefined it by having the luxuries of yester­
days become the necessities of today, I think this demon­
strates a most profound misunderstanding of America, of its 
spirit, of its traditions, of its faith, and of its compassion. 

Of course the luxuries of yesterdays are in many ways 
the necessities of today. This is the exciting story of 
American progress. Just 60 years ago, for example, an auto­
mobile was a luxury, in fact it was an oddity. But it is not a 
luxury today for a poor breadwinner to drive to work when that 
is the only way that he can r~ach his job, and an automobile 
may be as important to many as a pair of shoes. Just 30 years 
ago electricity was a luxury on most farms. I well recall that. 
But, It surely can't be considered a luxury today for a poor 
family to snap on the switch. 
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Poverty, in short, is measured by the standard of a man's 
ow11 community, and I don° t intend to have the standaJ:ds that 
we apply to Americans to be measured by the poor impoverished 
in the streets of Calcutta. This t-Jould be intolerability. 
(Applause) 

If most Americans are well fed, then the man who can 1 t 
provide his family with three good meals a day is poor.. If 
most Americans have decent and adequate clothinge shoes and 
books for the children at school, then the children who lack 
these things are poor. 

If most Americans l ive in good homes then those 'iJho live 
in the shanties, :i.n the slums of our ··cities 1 they are poor. 

And if most of our young people are privileged to attend 
good schools then those who are out of school or those that 
never get to school, or those that are so far behind in their 
learning processes, they are poor.. 

Nor can ~~e measure the pove:r.ty o:f today, as I said, 
against other lands or. even against our own past. We measure 
it against what we can do today, and should do tomorrow. 

In other woras, we must tal~e a11 inventory of what 'tie 

ha·~Te to do, and then see what we are doi11g with what we have, 
and if we are not doing the best with what \-Je have, then we 
are failing in our duty and we are avoiding our responsibilities 
and we will be held accountable if not by this gene:rationc 
then by others. 

What are the dimensions of poverty in America? 

Is it simply a question of :redefinition or :relative 
living standards? May I say that poverty is not merely 
economic. I think frankly that is the easiest thing to deal 
with. The poverty of the purse. The poverty that concerns 
this man most is the poverty that comes of the spirit, the 
poverty as a result of hopelessness# of frustration, of pro­
longed unemployment, of not being wanted, of no place, no 
accommodation in the community: the poverty of illiteracy, 
the pove:r·ty of cultural deprivation, and the poverty of sick­
ness, chronic sickness. 

This word "poverty 11 has many dimensions but let's just 
take a look for a moment at the economic aspect of it because 
it relates and, in a sense, describes much of the other 
poverty. 
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In 19u3, as your conference has undoubtedly articulated 
already, there were 47 million families in the United States. 
One-fifth of the total, had annual incomes of less than $3,000. 
This figure included some 14 million children, one-sixth of 
our youth, whose parents cannot give them an adequate diet. 

These children are inadequately clothed, and frequently 
they cannot afford adequate medical and dental treatment. 
And even more alarming·, a little over five and a quarter 
million families containing 8 million children have total 
annual incomes of less than $2,000. 

Now, if we coulCl by . some series of programs and act:i.ons 
-over a continuing period of t:i.me elevate those incomes not 
by gifts alone, bu·c. by the improvement in skills and adapt.­
ability to the society of which they a1:e a part, this not 
only helps th9 poor, :i.t helps everybody. 

Poverty is like a lotJl-grade infection j,nyour body. It 
is not enough to mal<:e yo'l'.t bedridden, bu-t j'ust enough to slow 
you dm'll'l, just cnouc;h to r!&;>ny you the full exhileration of 
your power and of your capacity, and ",;e have these pockets of 
poverty which hold us baclt jus·t a little btt. It~ s like a 
person that has a lingering cold, not enough to keep him 
a't·Jay from work, not enough for him to draw sick pay, not 
enough so that he really can say that he is ill, he jt'lst 
simply says, "You know, I don• t. feel quite right. 11 And this 
is wha·t the pocl~ets of poverty do to the American eco110my 
and, I think, to the American conscience, because there isn't 
a one of us that lives such a good and rich and ft1ll life but 
what if we pause for a moment must someho\~ or another feel a 
sense of personal guilt and shame that we have permitted so 
many of God 1 s children to go unnoticed or unheeded or unhelped 
or at least that we had permitted ourselves not to make tile 
effort to be helpful. 

Now, the bitter facts of poverty among lonely people, 
and I underscore the words "lonely people" -- you can be awfully 
lonely in a big city, in fact I think you can be more lonely 
in a great Metropolis where there are thousands of people 
around you than you can be in the smallest townc because of 
the sense of indifference that seems to grow in the metropoli­
tan area -- these facts of poverty among lonely people, men 
and women living on meager pensions, inaoequate social security, 
family charity are equally shocking; and one of the real shock­
ing discoveries of America today is the kind of poverty that 
exists among our elderly. We have shunted too many of them 
away to third floor apartments, pushed them into the back 
rooms, and in the hope that somehot.'l or another 't~e would not 
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see them, just as \<~e once did with Ol.ir mentally retaraed. 

We must come and face up to these problems and bri11g them 
to the forefront, and recognize that the whole purpose of our 
lives is to make human dignity a reality, and not just a 
prayer1 to make hum~m a.ignity a living fact of life ana not just 
a promise. 

The difference again bet\'l1een the totalitarian and the 
free man is this belief in human dignity, and human dignity 
is only true because it is God-given. 

The spiritual context of life comes out 'ilhen you under­
stand that human dignity is there becattS€a God did create man 
in his own image. This is the \t7hole feeling -- (Applause) this 
is the whole meal'ling of democracy, very little other justifica­

tion for it f"..XCept because man has the soul and spirit, he is 
different than any other form of creation. 

In 1962 we had 50 million pe:r.sons in this co·l.lntry with 

incomes of less than $1,500, 1962. And about one-third of 
this number received a total income of less than a thousand 
dollars. 

Now these statistics cannot tell the \'1hole story because 
these are just arithmetical figurese There is a dramatic 
story here of human anguish, a drama of human experiel'lce, 
These figures cannot convey the devastating consequences of 

living in slums, the long range effects of deficient medical 
care/ or the- psychologicat :\r .. ~ spiritual impact of suffering 

the multiple bruises whicn pmrcl~ty inflicts. 

When I hear us tallt about lawlessness, and we can't 
condone lawlessness, but, my deax friends, \tlhen I thinlt of 
Harlem, with 250,000 people in three square miles. with 40 
per cent of the Negro youth of teenage unemployed, and grow­
ing, with inadequate housing, with rat-infested apartments and 
tenements, with inadequate playgrounds, I come to the middle 
west, I love grass, I love the good earth, I don't like 
asphault, I want to feel the earth, how many of you realize 
that if the same density of popttlation as they have in Harlem 
were applied to the rest of New YorJt you could put the entire 
population of the United States of America in three boroughs 
in Metropolitan New York. 

People live in a pressure cooker, and they explode .. 

I want to see my America think not only of how we enforce 
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the law but how do we maJte the lat'l just, how do we bring 
justice. (Applause) 

This acid of poverty corrodes faith in one's self. It 
eliminates hope for the future and it. makes charity to others 
a rare virtue. 

Now one point must be made abunda11tl:y: clear. Waging war 
on poverty is not a question of taking fx~m the haves and 
giving to the have-nots. That is not waging any war. That is 
just robbtng Peter to pay Patll as ·l:hey would say. Yoll don't 
do that. It is rather the principle, this waging war on 
poverty is the principle, of Jesus 0 mixacle. of the loaves and 
the fishes. 

In other words, we must expand the blessings of this land 
so that all may participate more fully. 

And waging war on pover ·ty isn't just the government. This 
country of ours is not. just government, ·thank goodness. 
Waging war on poverty is a partnership between a government, 
as I said, of the people, and for the people and by the 
people. With what? With State governments and local govern­
ments, but primarily \tli th the grea·t American people organized 
in their churches, in their voluntary organization~, in their 
many social groups so that as we wage this war on poverty we 
get a spiritual experience cleaning our selves as we help 
others to live a better life. This is my view of it, at 
least. 

Now this is no·t to underrate in anyway the improvement 
in the living standards which have taken place over the past 
generations. Of course, we are proud of that. These gains 
are trem~ndous and substantial. You and others have helped 
make these gains. But our future as a nation and a people will 
be determined by how wide a gap we maintain between our 
potential for social justice and its achievement. We have 
heard about the missile gaps. I tell you, ~y dear fell~1 
citizens,that the justice gap in America is one that we ought 
to be concerned about and we ought to close that gap. (Applause) 

But I have qood news for you. The fact is that we can 
afford to do whatever ':1~ want to do and whatever we make up 
our mind to do. Any nation that says that it can put a man 
on the moon and bring him back, and any nation that can plan 
and plan it with complete objectivity, that we will orbit 
the earth, that we will travel to other planets, that we will 
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visit Mars, and this is exactly what our scientists are doing 
and we, the taxpayers, are paying for it, any nation that 
says that it can do these things to explore the heavens, 
I think that nation can do something about the earth and the 
people that live on it, too. (Applause) All \'le have to do 
is to realize that it needs to be done~ 

Anybody can do what's possible. That is no standard for 
modern Americans. We have to do wha·t is impossible. We 
are -- this isn't a matter of just getting by anymore. It is 
like I talk to my sons as they are in college. I say, "Look, 
don't bring home those grades about, you know, that you are 
doing as well as the fellow next to you. I have heard that 
stuff before. Don't give me any of that average business. Any­
body can get by. What I want you to do is to perform with 
excellence." 

The astranaut that orbits this earthe if he got up there 
and just simply said 1 "O-kay I" it means he .:ts in trouble. He 
has to say "A-o-kay." (Applause) 

What I guess I am saying is that wh~t we will to do we can 
do. We can arm our nation# we can build a.n atomic bomb, we 
can build a hydrogen bombt we can orbit the earth, we can land 
on the moon, we can do greater things than man ever dreamed 
possible. We expanded our defenses, we spent some 35 to $40 
billion, my dear fellow Americans, in the last tl1ree and a 
half years than the preceding ratio of spending for defense 
because we said we needed it and I think we did. 

All I am saying is that what we will, \'le can do. 

So it is with our war on poverty. We can de ~hatever we 
resolve to do. But we n~ed to get started, ancl it isn't the 
government that is starting it. I ~ant to make it quite clear. 
The government is n0\11 coming along. But you started it, the 
society of St. Vincent DePaul, you started it. St. Francis of 
Assizi, he started it, others started it long before govern­
ments, ana this is the way it shoulo be. The government 
should be a reflection of popular will. The government does 
not make popular will. The government should represent popular 
will, and it should put into action what people want to have 
done, and you have blazed the path, you have pioneered, and 
now it is our task to ma·ke sure that \11e follow some of your 
guidelines, and that we \1se your great expertise. 

Because our efforts to eradicat~ puve~ty are an investment 
in our future grosperity, I say 'lf.le a:ce gcitlg to reap great 
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dividends. 

Now this means, as I said, using the powers and the 
policies of the Federal Government in cooperation with volun­
tary groups to assure maximum gro\trth and employmel'lt. It. means 
recognizing that the surest road to a fede~al balanced budget is 
a balanced national economy and, might I addt also a balanced 
sheet of our social and spiritual values. This is important. 

It means planning ahead, and investing in those areas 
where investment is needed to assure gro'\•lth in education, in 
natural resources, in transportation and rebuilding many of 
our cities so that they are no·t only a place in which you can 
work but rather a place in which you can live. 

The American city has an ugliness of ·che slum and some­
times an ugliness of the spirit all ·too often, and we need 
not only the beauty of design for O'llr buildings, but we need 
the beauty of the spirit for where the people live in happi­
ness and in an environment that is conducive to human mankind. 

i'ily not build cities for men rather than tt-1isting and 
molding men for cities? I thinlt we are going to." It is going 
to take some forward looking people to thinJ,. abou·t this, and 
some people are going to be accused of being dreamers, and 
very impractical. If I ever fail to be accused of that then 
I have outlived my usefulness. (Applause) 

Yes, this balanced national economy means \·1aging a 
continuing war not only on that economic poverty, but upon 
ignorance, bigotry, discrimination, prejudice, in other words, 
waging war on the poverty of the spirit. 

So let none of us delude ourselves for a moment that this 
war will be easily\\On but we must begin now and I want us to be 
as fervent in our desire to win this war as we are to stop 
the onward rush of Communist totalitarianismr two wars in one. 
(Applause) 

And by the way, we can wage both of them at once. As 
somebody said not long ago, we have arrived at a time when we 
can ha~e both guns and butter. We can. In fact w~. have a 
little too much of both. (Lau~hter) 

But the idea is \'Jhat President Kennedy said, and I hope 
you t>~on' t mind that reference.. Presiden·t Kennedy said --
(Applause) 11 Let us begin, 11 1'Let us begin.'' All over America 
I see these young people, their late and beloved President 
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inspired these young people. They loved him, and they are taking 
a new interest in their countryc and what he did to them was to 
lift their sights, and he said to us, "let's start. Let's be 
courageous, let's be daring, let 1 s be adventuresome, let us 
begin." 

Too many veop1.e want to 'il'lait for everything to be, all 
the evidence to he, in and by the time it is all in, the court 
is adjourned. Yt.~u ar~ dead. (Applause) 

And because we have the faith to begin we learn by doing. 
Now that is the American way. We don't have to have a blue­
print for every action. LP-arn by doing. Sure we will make 
some mistakes. The man that has never made one could hold a 
confPrence in a telephone booth. (Laughter) 

And as we overcome some of these mistakes, learn from 
them and as we overcome some of the aspects of the poverty 
problem, others may loom before us. But it is foolish to 
expect that all aspects of all kinds of poverty will soon be 
eradicated and require nothing mor e from us. And I hear people 
say, "If you can•t do it in a hurry what do you start for?" 
Well, there are a lot of things we can't do in a hurry. You 
did not build the great church in a hurry. We did not build 
America in a hurry but we keep at it, and both look pretty 
strong to me. (Applause) 

So I say no matter how complex the world may be it still is 
our world and it appears that at least for a few days wewill 
be here. (Laughter) 

As President Kennedy once said, "Here on earth good \~ork 
must truly be our own." The forceS which direct our destiny 
remain blind and frightening only if we refuse to open our eyes 
and exert our own strength in control. 

But if we resolve to make no small plans, to accept no 
meager or small results, to regard each partial victory as but 
a stepping stone, I say that we can reach our stated goals 
within a decade . or a generation or maybe t.wo generations. 
A summit where all Americans can enjoy fully the air of free­
dom b~ause poverty no longer threatens them, because they will 

have gained further evidence of the validity of the democratic 
institutions. 

Great cathedrals were not built in a day. The story of 
every cathedral is the story of generations of loving care, 
of artisans and skilled workmen, of church men and of faithful 
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parishioners, over the years, some of them centuries, and 
the cathedral of the Great Society of America isn~t going 
to be built in a day, but let's start~ let's get with it. 

Build its foundations, that we have: and we are building 
this mighty edifice and great towers to the heavens, but 
let's keep building and if we find that we have planned 
wrongly, let us change. r.et us not stand there and 
condemn one another for our mistakes but let us join together 
in forgiveness and move ahead to accomplishment. 

I think we should often remember the profound wisdom 
that once was so eloquently expressed by President Roosevelt. 
I have always loved this statement, I guess maybe because it 
gives me a little feeling that I am not so bad after all. 

He said, 11Governrnents can err, presidents do make mistakes, 
but the immortal Dante tells that divine justice weights the 
sins of the cold-blooded and the sins of the warm-heart~ed on 
a different scale. Better the occasional faults of a govern­
ment living in the spirit of charity than the consistent 
omissions of a government frozen in the ice of its own in­
difference." 

Those words were said in the 30's. They need to be said 
in the 60's, and they will need to be saj.d in the year 2,000. 

I would hope therefore that no American leader, public 
or private, that no President anytime in our history, would 
ever be indifferent to the plight of our less fortunate 
brethren. I think we ough·c to remember that America is as 
strong basically as its· ·weakest, and that our solemn moral 
duty is to be concerned. with the least of these. 

I think that every president might well be advised to 
try to share in the wisdom of St. Paul as expressed in his 
epistle to the Corinthians: "Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal ••• and now abideth faith, 
hope, charity, these three: but the greatest of these is 
charity. 11 

God bless you, thank you. 

#### 
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Senator Humphrey 
Downtown Rally 
St. Louis, Missouri 
October 6 , 1964 

Thank you very much • 

(Cries of 11l'le want Hubert •11
) 

You have got him. All ri~nt. You have called loud enough 
and you have me • Here I am • 

(Applause.) 

senator Long, will the good Democratic friends put 
their signs dCMn. We don't mind if that other one is up. 

(Laughter and applause.) 

I hope -- you kn~r we were in Califo.:~da the last 
couple of days and theywerE )paying the young fellow out there 
50 cents an afternoon to carry those signs. I hope they are doing 
much better than that here in this fine community of St. Louis. 

Senator Long, it is a great pleasure to be here in this 
great city of St. Louis that tomorrow will be the setting and the 
home staging area for America~s great sport, the World Series 
and the st. Louis Cardinals -- (applause) -- and the St. Louis 
Cardinals that have given America such amazing baseball teams 
over the years and have ~iven to America the one and only Stan 
Musial. 

I have a feeling that while everybody here, with a few 
e:xceptions, I see one or two, though most everybody here is very, 
very happy, that tomorrow you are going to be a whole lot 
happier. 

(Applause.) 

I am delighted to have the privilege of sharing this plat­
form with some of the fine public servants of this state, and 

I 

indeed to be here with my colleague in the Senate, Senator Ed 
Long. I regret that our gocxl friend, the senior Senator 
from this state could not be with us. He is campaigning else­
where. He knows very well that he can rely upon us to say the 
word for him that ought to be said and he justly deserves. 

I know full well that the people of Missouri are so 
proud of Senator Stuart Symington that they are going to elect 
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him with an ove:z:whelming majority. 

(Applause . ) 

Your good Mayor was kind enough to greet me at the 
airport this morning, a number of your distLnguished citizens. 
!-lay I pay my respects to the Congressmen ·that are here that have 
spoken to you, your candidate for Governor, your candidate for 
Iit. Governor, Mr. Hearn, Mr. Fagelson, may I say to them that 
Missouri has enjoyed Democratic leadership under JOhn Dalton and I 
can.~ t imagine once you become accustomed to such good living that 
you would want to turn the clock back and vote for a Republican, 
so I suggest that you vote for Governor Hearn. 

(Applause.) 

You know that one of the facts of this campaign that is 
quite evident is the great enthusiasm of the people that are 
voting for President Lyndon Johnson, and those people are not 
just Democrats. I think that it is nothing short of amazing 
that people of all walks of life and of both of the great poli­
tical par·ties have found that they must give their support to 
a trusted and a true and a respected and an experienced Leader, 
the President of the United states. 

When you can get a newspaper like the New York Herald 
Tribune t~at has never before endorsed a Democrat, and you can 
get the Sqturday Evening Post that since 1797 has never. endorsed 
a Democrat, and when you can get the New York Tribune, ~ife 
Magazine, and the saturday Evening Post saying that Lyndon B. 
Johns on is the man that you oucjht to have in the White 'souse, 
I think the Goldwater buttons ought to be taken off, the signs 
aught to be thrown away. 

(Applause.) 

Of course, that obvious fact is that these great pUbli­
cations are Republican and the fact of the matter is that the 
Leader, the temporary spokesman, of the Goldwater faction of a 
fraction of the RepUblican Party is not, in the words of Governor 
Scranton of Pennsylvania, he is not in the words of that Re­
publican Governor, within the mainstream of Republican policy or 
thought, and we welcane those Republicans that come to us. 

(Applause • ) 

Now, let me in the moments that I have with you today talk 
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to you not about the past, not even about our opposition. 
Let me talk to you about a record of accomplishment and achieve­
ment which is being heralded and written about, talked about 
all throughout this land • .; 

The City of St. Louis on December 30, 1960 had 8 .. 7 per 
cent, almost 9 per cent of its work force unemployed. r.~,1bat was 
the economic fact of this community. 

Today the City of St. Louis is enjoying unprecedented 
prosperity, it has one of the lowest rates of unemployment of 
any city in the world righ·t here in the City of st. Louis. 

(Applause • ) 

tfuen John F. Kennedy becane President of the UniteCJ 
States, this city, like many others, like the great city to 
your north, Detroit, since you are one of the great automobile 
producing cities, there was Detroit, the great center of automo­
bile production, that city with almost 10 per cent of its worlreru 
u11employed, your city with almost 9 per cent of its workers 
unemployed, and today these two cities find themselves teeming 
beehives of industrial activity and high employment. 

This didn m t happen by accident • This didn 1 t happen as 
·if it fell out of the clouds . This came about because an 
Administration and a political party and industry and labor and 
others worked together to help buiLd a more prosperous America. 

John Kennedy said on that day of January 20, 1961, 11 Let's 
get this country moving again." He said, "Iet us begin." He 
said, "I accept . responsibility. I welcome it. 11 

And then he aslted us to look to the future, and immedi­
ately this man in 1,000 days of dramatic leadership, launChed 
one program after another, and then when the mantle of leader­
ship was taken from him by the assassin • s bullet, it was picked 
up by the man that he had selected as his Vioe President, and 
today in the White House, today in the capital City of washing­
ton you have a man that is recognized by friend and foe alike, 
by Republican and Democrat alike as one of the most able, one 
of the most gifted, one of the most experienced, one of the 
most talented political leaders that has ever occupied the 
office of Presidency. 

(Applause.) 
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The Kennedy - JOhnson Administration, it didn 2 t, go back 
and say, "Le·l: us study the ancient chapters of history •11 The 
I~ennedy-Johnson Adminis·l:ration didn ' t take you baclt, back, back 
and say, 11 Let ~ s think about how ·things used to be." 

The Kennedy-Johnson Administration said, 11 Let • s get to 
\vork, let !s think about the things as they are. Let.~s deal 

· with the world of reality, and let ' s look · ahead . 11 

And we came to grips with one problem after ano·ther; 
't>lorkers that had been displaced through automation, ·job train­
ing, older people who had no place to turn for employment were 
given vocational training. Public works in communities where 
there was need for jobs and for the improvement of .civic improve­
roont. 

Ar~redevelopment for areas where .there \leZ!e • . .:memployed 
and t..rhere industries were s·cagnant. In . other words, this 
government of ours set to work and started to stimulate this 
great economy in cooperation wi·l:h the American people. Not 
govermnenl: alone, but government and people. Investment ta~ 
credit to encourage every industry in Missouri, to expand its 
facilities and modernize. 

A tax cut bil~, a tax cut bill, that gave purchasing power 
back to the American people ·to the tune of nine billion dollars. 
And over two billion dollars of tax relief to American corporate 
business and what has been the result? In less than four years 
we have added a hundred t\venty five billions of dollars to 
our gross national product, 72 million workers employed. 

Business profits are up 10 billion dollars over any 
Republican years. Unemployment is dawn, dividends are up. But 
the opposition leader says, 11 This is all artificial. It isn 1 t 
realo 11 This is ·the danger of having a candidate who wears 
g .lasses that don • t have any lenses • 

(Applause.) 

And, my friends, it may seem artificial to the man from 
Arizona but General f-iotors doesn°t think it is artificial, 
Henry Ford doesn~t think it is artificial, the banks of America 
don 1 t think it is artificial, the contractors don 1 t think it is 
artificial. 

America isn't stopping -- America isn't going to play 
dead just because the candidate of the opposition says that 
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things are bad. 

He goes aro1.m.d and says, "Oh, I am sick and tired of what 
is happening. 11 Well, may I say if you are sick, go ·i:o bed. 

(Laughter.) (Applause.) 

And may I respectfully say1 if you are tired get out of 
the '.'lay and le·i:. somebody \11ho wants to go t.o \'lork go to work. 

(Applause.} 

America is not: sick, and America is 11ot~ tired. America is 
heal·i:.hy, America is wide a\'take. America is active, Ame:t·ica is 
moving fon'lard, and America wants a President ·that looJcs for­
waJ.."d. We dont·t \'lant a leader t.hat. tries to guide this country 
by looking through a rear vie\'/ mirror and putting the car in 
reverse, not one bit • We want to have a man in the \tfuite House 
and we '\>Jant to have members of Congress \oJho have unbounded 
fai'i::h in this coun'l.:ry ~ not only faith in its economy, and is it 
any '\'londer that ·the cap·i:ains of industry are conling to ·the 
Democratic banner, and here· the other day I hea:t:dsomebotly say, 
"Oh, all the Democrats have go·c for Lyndon is big business, 
big labor and agriculture and ·the minority groups. 11 

Nat bad if '''e have got a 11 of tha·c • 

(r~ughter and applause.) 

And my good friends we have built the kind of enduring 
economy \V'hich is going to offer more and inore opportun.i. ty ·to more 
and more people • 

Secondly, this Adminis·cration has not only built a prosper­
ous economy '\-Jerking \tith, encouraging business, hand in hand 
'\'lith business I believing in our enterprise system 1 bu·c it has also 
built a bet·l:er society for our people, a better society through 
recognizing the need of greater education, higher education 
acts passed in Congress, a food stamp plan that your Congressman 
right here on this platform spol1Sored in the House of Representa­
tives; the e~pansion of our national defe11Se education act; 
stude.nt loans for deserving students; cleaning up of our cities 
through urban renewal 4 a host of prograr~ designed for people. 

And one of those programs, may I say, ·that was passed \'lith 
the leadership of both parties 1 arld I want to stop here ·to pay 
my respects to both of the political parties, ·to a man like 
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Senator Dirksen of Illinois, Senator I<uchel of California, 
who stood side by side '\>Tith us, Senator Saltonstall of Massachu­
set:·ts, sena·i:or Aiken of Vermont, all Republicans, all good men 1 

standil1.g side by side with President Johnson, '\llith Senator 
Mansfield, \'li·i:h Senator Syming"l:.on, \'Tith Senator Long, and 
may I add 'rJl ith Sena·tor Humphrey and a few others . 

(Applause.) 

We 1·me\•7 tha·t ·the issue of human rights '\•Jas not partisan. 
'ie kne\'J that ·i:he issue of cons·titutional guarantees ·Nas not 
a prerogative of Democrats and Republicans. We Jme'\•1 tha·t the 
g:r.ea·t emancipator, Abraham Lincoln, made a ccmmH:ment 100 
years ago to this na·i:io11 and to this world, the promise of 
emancipa·i:ion, and bro grea·i: poli"i:.ical parties, the party of 
Lincoln, and the party of Jefferson, yes 1 the party of Lincoln 
and the par·i:y of Kennedy and of Johnson, ·i;hose ·two political 
parties stood together and wi·th an ove~\'<Jhelming majority in 
both Hou~es of ·the Congress \ 'Te said ·to ·i:he whole '\•7orld there is 
but. one k.ind of ci·tizenship in America and thut is firs·t­
class American citizenship. 

(Applause • ) 

But my dear friends, just as in the ins tance of the taJ( 
bi11 1 ·the manpower ·i:raining bill 1 the acce lerat:ed public ' ·rorks 
bill, ·t:he area redevelopmen·i: bill, the na·i:ional defense educa­
t.ioll act, you name it, every one of those measures designed 
to help the people of ·this country voted for by a majority of 
Republic~.ns, vo·i:ed for by a majori"l::y of. Democrats 1 but not. 
senator Gold\t'rater. 

(Applause.) 

It. is an amazing thing, it is an amazing thing how one per­
son can feel he is so right and how everybody else is ou·t of 
step. I happen to think ·that the collec·i:ive and combined judg­
ment of a majori·t.y of the Republicans in the House of Repre­
sentatives and ·the Senate, the majority of ·the ~epublicans in 
·the Uni·ted States Senat:.e and ·the House, I happen to thin1~ that 
combined judgment is maybe jus·l: a lit·tle b:i.t be·tter than the 
judgment of the temporary spokesman of the Republican Party. 

(Applause.) 

A11Cl so today, my friends, today your America moves 
forward, ·today the people of this coun·try arc ·bet·ter off ·than 
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.. 
they have been for years, ·bh~y are happier 1 their youngsters 
are receiving a better educa·tion, they are living better, they are 
eating bet·ter 1 ·they are housed be·tter and everybody knm11s j:l: 
e~cep·t one man • 

One man somehow or another he can 1 t seem to see it. He 
feels that thil1gs are bad. He feels that the prosperity is an 
illusion. He feels ·that the people somehO\-t or another have lost 
their moral fiber a~~ ·their will to live. I have never seen 
healthier loo1dng people in my life ·chan I see here ·this after­
noon. 

(Applause • ) 

And ladies and gentlemen, not only has this Admnnistra­
tion of this President sought to \•rork for the prosperity and for 
the economic development of this country, no·t only has he sought 
to work for the bet·l:erment of our people, bu·c he has sought to 
work for our security, our strength and the peace of t:he ''~orld. 

And when you ge·l: right do\•m ·to it:, my fello'\-7 Atrericans, 
everything else fades into insignificance. We have today one 
candidate that has instant anm11ers for every problem, ins·tan·i: 
solutions. The trouble \'lith ins·tant solutions in international 
affairs is it results in instant. annihilation and \'le · are not going 
to have that. 

You need a man as President of this country, someone that 
has \'Torked for such grea·i: creative prograrns ~s the Peace Corps. 
\ihat did the man from Arizona call the Peace Corps,which has 
done this country more good abroad than anything that we have 
ever initiated, he called it a haven for beatniks. This 
was his description of it. 

We have established a great Food for ~ace program where 
from the farms of Missouri and Minnesota and else'\othere the abun-

" · dance of our fields, the abundance of our great family farm 
establishments has been used to feed the hungry, has been used 
to open up new marlt.ets, has been used to create conunercial 
e:xports, has been used for economic development. 

American food has saved lives, American food has demon­
s-crated to the \•torld tha·t Am3-rica 1 s free enterprise system, 
Americats free agriculture, America•s family farm is the miracle 
of the world. 

And the Communist system is the failureof the world and 
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American agricul"i:'.ure has proved it. 

(Applause.) 

The. Peace Corps, £-ir. Arizona says 11 No. 11 Food for 
Peace, rr})lo •11 The Arms Control Agency, 11 No." The grea·i; 
research programs in in·cernat.ional health, 11 No ." Ye·c '\-:bile all 
of these noes t\7ere being given by one or ·t\>to men, the vas·c ma­
jorit.y of the American people, Republicans and Democrats alike, 
supported these efforts, and today, my friends, the admoni·i:ion 
of John Kel"..nedy is being kept • 

He said, 11We \•Till build our strength 1 '\'!e will never be 
afraid to n.ego·ciate but. \oJ'e t'li 11 never nego·cia·t.e from fear . 11 

And we today conduct our diplomacy no·c by ul'l.:imatums but v1e con­
duct H:, if you please, from a posi·tion of strength ·the likes 
of \17hich this \otor ld has never knot•ln, and America ·today is 
stronger ·chan ever before in its history and everybody knO\vS it 
save one. 

(Applause . ) 

And surely the people of Missouri ought to knmv it. 
This state produces, is the third largest sta·i:e in defense 
pr eduction . 

America today has the power no·t: only greater than it. 
has ever had before, but greater ·i:;.han all of i ·i:s adversaries 
put ·toge·ther . And yet I hear from the "?:;>posi·i:ion tha·i: we are 
weal~ . t·fuat nonsense is ·this. tfuat colossal no11sense and de­
cep-tion is this'2 

The Senator from ·chis s·tat.e, s·cuart: Sytningt.on, former 
Secre'i::at'y of the Air Force, can ·testify to you if you toJan·i: it 
from anyone else but this Senator, ·i::.ha·t America ·today is the 
mighties·i::. na·tion that God ever knew or ·i:ha·i::. any people ever 
created . 

(Applause.) 

But the opposi·tion tells ·the Kremlin, ·tells you we C'.re wk 
\'Teak, \'le are losing our s·trength, tt~e are losing our \oti 11 . Ah, 
my friends 1 ·there was a ·time when there could be sone reasonable 
slowdown in the arw.s race, \'!hen ·chis great massive nuclear 
pmo1er migh·i::. be brought under some control. 

A Presiden·c \-.ri·th 100 other na·cions negotiat.ed a nuclear 
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test ban treaty to slow dO'\m the testing of nuclear '\'leapons 
in the atmosphere, to prevent our atmosphere from being 
polluted, to prevent. t h e milk ·that children drink from being 
adulterated from strontium, to prevent the soil from being con­
taminated, to prevent ye·t unborn generations from being affected 
by radioactive debris and radioactive destruction. 

The vast majority of the Uni·ted States Senators, 
Republicans and Demccrzrts alike, men o:E wisdom 1 men of prudence, 
C. onservatives 1 Liberals, Democrats, Republicans, they listened 
to the testimony, they e~anined into the issue with meticulous 
care and they placed their fai·th after careful e:xamination 
in a treaty that \'lould hal·t or slo\11 do\'In this nuclear arms 
race, and would prevent this air of ours from being destroyed 
and he~ng polluted ·by radioactive debris. 

EVerv one with fe\'1 e~ceptions ove~ihelmingly1 three­
fourths of the members of the Senat.e, voted for the nuclear ·test 
ban treaty, vo·ted for ·the fu·ture, vo·ted for peace, voted for 
reason, voted for some semblance of hope, bu-i: not. the Senato::c 
from Arizona. 

No 1 he vo·ted "No, 11 and this is why I n~" say to you, 
that it; is an amazing ·thing, is it no·t, that everybody else can 
be so wrong. It is an amazing thing, is it not, that '\'lhen we 
come to meetings like this the only evidence ·that anybody pre­
sents and the only charge is they put up signs n Pinko, u 
11 Socialism" g all that unadulterated hogwash. 

(Applause • ) 

Let me say this, le·t me say this, to my fellow Arnericans. 
If. the radicals of the Goldwater right want to advocate socialism 
tha·t is their business. I am for America and its free en·ter­
prise system. 

(Applause • ) 
i 
' 

And if in their frustration they turn a little pink or a 
little red , I want to say that I am for the red, \'Jhite and b l ue 
of America . 

(Applause . } 

And finally, may I say, there isnlt a shadow of a doubt 
what is going to happen. In their hearts they kno'\<J Lyndon 
Johnson is going to be President of the United States. 
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(Laughter . ) 

So, my dear friends, I think the choice is quite obvious 
between a man who is responsible and one who is irresponsible, 
between a man who has strength and firmness as compared to one 
who is impetuous and rash. 

I think the American people are going to make that choice 
and I think they see in President Lyndon Johnson a man of 
calm temperament, a man of reason, a man of strength, a man of 
tolerance, a man Who seeks to unite America, not divide i·t, a 
man who seeks to heal our wounds, not to scarify them, a man, 
if you please, who seeks to build a peaceful world through 
negotiation, through understanding, through economic progress, 
and through social betterment, and not one who seeks to 
obliterate it by miscalculation. 

I happen to believe that Lyndon B. Johnson has come 
to us at a crucial time in our history, When we have needed a 
man that is firm and resolute without being arrogant and 
belligerant, when we have needed a man who has preached 
national uni·ty, when we needed a nation that could stand to­
gether and I ask the people of Missouri, I ask the people of 
st. Louis, I ask you to give this man your help. 

You can trust Lyndon Johnson, and if you place your 
trus·t in him, I submit to you that the commitments of this Ad­
ministration will be l~ept, and America will not only be a better 
place in which to live now, hlt it will have a great and won­
derful future . 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

.et_,,_,~,~~L'L'L'I-'!-'.l-'J...'J. 

.,,..,,..,,..,riF•I'"•I'"•~'"•~'"•~'"i,..,t 
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