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We now hav~ traveled more than 50,000 miles in this election 
c ,B.m?aign, and we have been :i.n more than 95 cities and 39 states. 
As As we go into the final three dnys of t he campaign, I hope to 
get one message across to every voter -- how vi~ally important it i _ 
to cast a ballot on Tuesday. 

Voting is not only a privilege - - it should be the duty of 
every American. I have carried this message to every group of 
young people I have met -- in college auditoriums and school childrei. 
gathered along side streets and highways outside their schoolhouses. 

I have urged all of them to make it their responsibility that 
their parents and elder brothers and sisters go to the polls~ ~ : ~ 
next Tuesday. I have done .this because voting is a vital part of 
good citizenship . 

I will be frank with you that as a Democrat I also have a slight 
partisan motive. The biggest danger we Democrats face in this 
election is overconfidence and voter apathyo 

Close elections are common. The a~sense of a few voters i n 
a number of our elections could have changed the «ourse of history. 

In 1960, John Kennedy won the Presidency by less than one vote 
per precinct. One-half of one per cent of the vote cast in Illinois 
vote margin of victory. 

We have had more recent examples of close elections. In 1962, 
in my own state of Minnesota, the election of governor was decided 
by 91 votes. In Rhode Island the choice for governor was decided 
by 398 votes and in Ma i ne, by 483 votes o 

- more -



H~~PHREY/by 483 votes. 
r O' .P ''I a.: •. "" 

Here L'l 8al:tfo:r.nJ.n, iu. 1946, less than on.e vote per precin . t 

d~c :i.c1 8d the eutire na tional election. That was the yem: that 

Citarles Evans Hughes went to bed believing he hsd been electedo 

But Wils on csrried:Cdlifornia by 3,800 votes out of nea~ly one 

~illion, and those votes we4e tha margin of national victory. 

The issues of this campaign call for much more than a close 

decisiono It calls for much more than j u3t a victory for President 

._Tohnsono l.Je must give President Johnson an overwhelming vote of 

confidence. 

We must make clear by our votes that the economic and social 

progress we have made n.ever again will be challenged by a baed 

of cynical political adventt::rei!r:::J;. 

Never again should this nation be faced with a major party 

candidate whose statements and supporters threaten to destroy: 

Social security •••• rural electrification •••• price supperts 

for farmers •••• the rights of labor •••• and the cooperation with 

business that has been providing more and more jobs and expenclling 

our economic opportunities during the last four years. 

We also should give President Johnson an overwhelming margin 

of victor.y so that it will be possible for moderate and liberal 

Republicans to regain control of their party from the small faction 

of radical Goldwaterites who have captured it. A smashing defeat 

could once and for all repudiate the radical extre;.nists who have 

made the Goldwater campaign one of the most sorry chapters in 

American political historyo 

But the most important reason why we must give President 

Johnson an overwhelming victory is because we must crush for all 

time forces of bitterness and rancor and hate that have clustered 

nr cl!nd the Goldwater banner :tn th5.s campaign. We must have it 

clear that ehese apostles of discord will never again be given the 

cloek of respectibility of a major poli.tical party .. 

I have no :do'l.lbt that we will win if everyone Democrat and 

Republican and Independent -- unites in seeing to it that everyone 

goes to the polls next Tuesday. I am sure that a record turnout 

will mean a tremen.dous victory for President Johns on. 

... more -



so.okescre ene and nam9callin.g o 

-~ ~:-rue R(!1)u"!Jlican, not a c onservative -- ~ut a rad:f.cal., He?. had 

macle clear by his 1:cco~d as a Senator anrl his public pronoUJ.1.C£1!.lent;, 

·.that he oppor::es the p~og~~:ams snd ph~ ... lorophy of eovc.::rnr.ncnt which 

have produced unpr~eedented eco~omic and oocial adve~cemeut during 

the lAst 30 year.~ c 

.{~ nd most !·Hner:i.cans know ther.c ;_3 . one domin.:mt ~ overriding 

is r.ue of this ~smptiign':- wbL~n c andidate i s best qualified by 

e~:::.perience £tnd tero.pel:'amen.t to guice our ~e.s":i~.y in this nuclec::.: 

age whe!:). o:1e false move, one m:!-s:;alctiln?.~~-cn ca:.1 r.1eaa t he ann1 h.i.ls ·:.: i o;:· 

of oc r civilizationb 

Do w'':! wa~1.t a man whose record has been ona of CC!.1tradic "t:io.:l 

ano confu~ion? Do we want a man who speaks casually about the 

i.lSe of nuclear powe.r, ~:ho believes in diplomacy by ul timntum and ! 

who admires the "brinkmanshS.p11 policies of Nazi Germany? 

The American people will reject suca a candidate. They will 

give their vote of cocfidence to a tested leader, & msu of prudence 

~nc patienc9~ and man who understands the use of power and who 

:::ealizes the importance of restrain t Q 

The l~merican people will give their vote ·;;o President Lyn.Cidn 

Johnsono 
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We now have traveled more than 50,000 miles 

in this election campaign, and we have been in 

more than 95 cities and 39 states. 

As we go into the final three days of the campaign, 

I hope to get one message across to every voter -- how vitally 

Important it is to cast a ballot on Tuesday. 

Voting is not only a privilege -- it should be the duty 

of every American. I have carried this message to every 

group of young people I have met-- in college auditoriums 

---~nd school children gathered alongside streets and highways 

outside their schoolhouses. I have urged all of them to make 

it their responsibility that their parents and elder brothers 

9nd sisters go to the polls next Tuesday. I have done this 

because voting is a vital part of good citizenship. 
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1 will be frank with you that as a Democrat I also 

have a sJight partisan motive. The biggest danger we 

Democrats face in this election is overconfidence and 

voter apathy. 

Close elections are common. The absense of a few 

voters In a number of our elections could have changed 

the course of history. 

In 1960, John Kennedy won the Presidency by less 

than one vote per precinct. One-half of I per cent of the 

vote cast In Illinois and New Jersey was enough to give 

President Kennedy his electoral vote margin of 1ibHJyy. 

We have had more recent examples of close elections. 

In 1962, in my o.vn state of Minnesota, the election for 

governor was decided by 91 votes. In Rhode Island the 

choice for governor was decided by 398 votes and in 

Maine, by 483 votes. 
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Here in California, in J9J6, Jess than one vote 

per precinct decided the entire national election. That was the 

year that Charles Evans Hughes went to bed believing he 

had been elected. But Wilson carried California by 

3, 800 votes out of nearly one million, and those votes 

were the margin of national victory. 

The issues of this campaign call for much more than 

a close decision. It calls for much more than just a 

victory for President Johnson. We must give President 

Johnson an overwhelming vote of confidence. 

We must make clear by our votes that the economic 

and social progress we have made never again will be 

challenged by a band of cynical political adventurers. 

Never again should this nation be faced with a 

major party candidate whose statements and supporters 

threaten to destroy:., ..••..•.....• 
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Social Security .....••. rural electrification .•...•. 

price supports for farmers ...•. the rights of labor ••...... 

and the cooperation with business that has been 

providing more and more jms and expanding our economic 

opportunities during the last four years. 

We also should give President Johnson an 

overwhelming margin of victory so that it will be possible 

tor moderate and liberal Republicans to regain control 

of their party from the small faction of radical 

Goldwaterites who have captured it. A smashing defeat 

could once and for all repudiate the radical extremists 

who have made the Goldwater campaign one of the most 

sorry chapters in American political history. 
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But the most important reason why we must 

give President Johnson an overwhelming victory is 

because we l$t crush for all time the forces of bitterness 

and rancor and hate that have clustered around the 

Goldwater banner In this campaign. We must make it 

clear that these apostles of discord will never again be 

given the cloak of respectability of a major political party. 

I have no doubt that we will win if everyone-­

Democrat and Republican and independent-- unites 

in seeing to it that everyone goes to the polls next 

Tuesday. I am sure that a record turnout will mean a 

tremendous victory for President Johnson. 

As the campaign draws to a close, two major issues 

have emerged in clear view of the American public -­

despite political smokescreens and namecalling. 
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Most American voters now know that Senator Goldwater 

is not a true Republican, not a conservative-- but a 

radical. He has made clear by his record as a Senator 

and in his public pronouncements that he opposes the 

programs and philosophy of government which -have 

produced unprecedented economic and social 

advancement during the past 30 years. 

And most Americans know there is one domanant, 

overriding issue of this campaign: Which candidate is 

best qualified by experience and temper arne n t to guide 

our destiny in this nuclear age when one false move, 

one miscalculation can mean the annihilation of our 

civilization. 
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Do we want a man whose record has been one of 

contradiction and confusion? Do we want a man who 

speaks casually about the use of nuclear power, who 

believes in diplomacy by ultimatum and who admires 

the "brinksmanship" policies of Nazi Germany? 

The American peotte will reject such a 

candidate. They will give their vote of confidence to 

a tested leader, a man of prudence and patience, a 

man who understands the use of power and who 

realizes the importance of restraint. 

The American people will give their vote to 

President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

''*''** 
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1 haft often reflected durinv the 1 t two JIODthe 

oo the tot lly 41fferen riewa of ~rica expreaaect by 

the two candidate fo~ r .. ident. 

Lyodon JobnaoJl baa held out before ua vi ta of 

at any time iD U our hill tory. 

rry Goldwater bu pai ted for wa a picture of 

a startlingly different ric --a land of bitter and 
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ful of the p:r:eaent, fearful of the futur • 

I a ly 4o not belie,. that Lyndon JohDaob aiiCI 
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only be wiabea to ... , the pri ftte 

BUt t !'.!11 world, tbe pal 
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we belp-a 
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'lbe Great society of Lyftdon Jotm.on and ot the 

Deaaoeratic Party reate upcm that • apiri t which 

JDOved the poet of ancieDt tiMa to write: 

"Not houa.. finely roofecl or tbe atonea of 

walla well bUildecl, nay nor canala and dock­

yards, make the city, but .-a able to ua•· 

~ir opportunity. " 

That ia the city we have been building. It 

ia far fraaa coaaplete. Join ua in ~1ldin9 1 t. 

Join u ira building the world • • tint Great Society. 
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

JOHNSON-HUMPHREY RALLY 

STATLER-HILTON HOTEL 

OCTOBER 31, 1964 

On November 3rd the American people 

will decide their future, the future of America 

and perhaps the future of all mankind. 

This is no ordinary election. What 

1s at stake is a choice between moving 

forward or repudiating 30 years of economic 

and social progress. 

To his credit, Senator Goldwater has been 

frank about this for he has said throughout 

his campaign that he offers the American 

p eo pIe 11 a choice and not an echo. 11 

But what a choice~ What an echo~ 

- I -
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Senator Goldwater is a man of 

convictions and for this we can admire 

him -- even if his con v ictions terrify us. 

During this cam paign we have learned 

what Senator Goldwater is against-- what 

he doesn't like. But we have to search long 

and hard to find out what he is for. 

During this campaign he has come 

out with only two specific proposals-- his 

fiscally irresponsible pie-in-the-sky tax cut 

and his promise to name as Secretary of 

Agriculture a man with "dirt on his hands.'' 
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This campaign record of positive 

thinking is consistent. It compares 

favorably to his record of constructive 

achievement during 12 years in tte Senate 

where his chief claim to legislative fame 

was passage of a bill to permit shipment 

of live scorpions through the mail. 

During this campaign President 

Johnson and I tried to set forth our 

views on the problems that face Arne rica 

and how we shall try to meet those problems. 

We have discussed the problem of how 

we must meet the staggering challenge of 

providing enough educational facilities 

for our children. 
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We have discussed the problems 

of our gr owing cities. 

We have discussed the problems of 

r e s o u r c e d e v e I o p m e nt , co n s e r v at i o n , 

agriculture and space exploration and 

scientific research. We have asked our 

opponents to discuss these issues, but 

t h e s e r e q u e s t s h a v ·e b e e n i n v a i n . 

Today I woul d like to discuss another 

issue which our opponents prefer to ignore. 

Today I want to talk about some of the 

problems which have occurred in America 

because of changes in the composition of 

our population. 
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Today, we have more older people 

and more younger people in our population 

than ever before. 

Lyndon Johnson and I do not look 

upon t h is as a pro b I em . Rathe r we I o o k 

upon our population --young or old--

as a vital resource. People, not our 

material possessions, are the real wealth 

of America. 
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We further believe than an opportunity 

to live self-sufficient an d meaningful 

lives is the prerogative of every citizen. 

So is the opportunity to contribute to the 

community life of this country. And we -
hold ourselves res ponsible to make these 

opportunities available to everyone, 

without regard to race, relgion, national 

origin, sex or age. 

2; We see t h e s c r a p h e a p a p p r a o c h t o o u r 

ol der citizens as callous, immoral and 

incredibly shortsighted. 

l r h o u s a n d s of o I de r p eo pI e t h r o u g h o u t 

America are giving millions of hours of 

voluntary service to their communities--

they are giving new life and new dimensions 

to the American tradition of voluntary service 

in behalf of others. 

t 
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/su intend to ini t iate specific legislative 

proposals for the establishment of community_ 
• 

centers where retired persons can partici pate 
~ 

i n a variety of social activities , educational 

programs, and programs of community 

service. 

l.w e i n t e n d a I so to as k t h e C o n g r e s s 

to explore the creation of a National Senior 

Citizens Corps, perhaps as a special 

comp onent of the Volunteers in Service 

to America (VISTA), to provi de a vehicle 

for retire d citizens to serve as volunteers 

in developing a wide variety of community 

serv i ces not now available. 
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Today hospitals, libraries, schools, 

museums, parks, health and welfare 

departments are providing only limited 

services because of limited personnel. lllr 

tl18 UIM8 ti~4ur 2Q ;, million retire d and 

ol der people represent a huge reservoir of 

skill, talent, ex perience and energy 

seeking useful and constructive outlets. 

We must capitalize more fully on these 

priceless resources. 

At the same time we recognize that 

older people in our society have special 

wants and needs. 
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You are concerned about the level • • ., . 
of retirement income and whether it is 

going to be eroded away by inflation. You 

are concerned about medical bills which 

may pile up. You are concerned about 

comfortable and functional retirement 

housing at costs and rents you can afford. 

From the extensive hearings held in 

the United States Senate, we know that 

nJany fast-buck artists, schemers and 
\ 

q u a c k s a r e seek i n g to ex pI o i t the s e n e e d s . 
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Senator Goldwater says these are 

your problems -- an d your problems alone. 

He says these problems are of no concern 

to the Federal and State governments. In 

a speech before the White House Conference 

on Aging in January, 1961, Senator Goldwater 

sai d that f inancial security and other 

provisions for older people are responsibilities 

solely for the individual and his family. 

We reject this position categorically. 

We believe that sensible governmental 

programs can help immeasurably in making 

the years of retirement an exciting and 

fulfilling period of life. 
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Perhaps Senator Goldwater needs 

the chance to learn by personal experience 

about the problems of retirees. So let me 

suggest that we join together on November 

3r d to help provide the retirement from 

politics he so richly deserves . ~ 

Z,his country is enjoying the benefits 

of the American society you labored diligently 

to buil d. We un derstand this. And we 

believe you are entitled to share fully 1n 

the rewards of , your efforts to build a 

better Arne rica. 

The Kenne dy-Johnson administration 

has worked cons i stently toward this 

objective. 
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the Congress ha s increased 

fourfold the appropriations for the construction 
t!:::: 

of hospit Is and centers for diagnosis, 

treatment and rehabilitation, am geriatric 

facilities. 

Lin 1961, the Kennedy-Johnson 

administration and the Congress passed 

the Community Health Facilities Act. 

L. In 1962, we enacted the welfare 

amendments to the Social Security Act to 

establish comprehensive information and 

referral centers, health clinics, homemaker 

services, meal delivery to homebound older 

people, visiting nurse and other services. 
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L l, n 196; the Harris-Kefauver drug 

amen dments assured new protection in 

drug manufacture, tightened inspection 

requirements and prohib i ted the indiscriminate 

use of dangerous experimental drugs. 

L In 1963 we passed the mental health 

act to assist in the construction of 

CQ.mmunity 1 tental health centers and 

various types of mental retardation centers 

and to train teachers of the handicapped. 

4 n 1963 we passed legislation to 

co n s t r u c t new dent a I, m_e diS a I, .P ub I i c 

health and osteopathic facilities and to 

ex pand exi sting ones. 

~we provided funds to modernize 

a n d r e p I a c e a n t i q u ate d h o s p i t al s i n m a n y o f o u r 

112.e t r o p o I i t ~ n a r e a s a n d d o u b I e d f u n d s f o r 

long-term care facilities. 
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)_ We revised the income tax so that 

an older couple pays no tax at all until 

their reportable income exceeds $3000. 

And all -- not just part -- of expenses 

for medicines and drugs are de uctible 

from income tax by persons 65 and over. 

While Senator Goldwater's remarks 

about many issues have been cryptic and 

confuse d, his voting record is crystal -
clear. In session after session, he has 

voted against constructive common sense 

proposals to help our older citizens enjoy 

a more healthy and worthwhile life. 

t.He voted ~g_~~~!_ Fe de ra I h ~using 
the elderJy on at least four occasions. 

~e voted ~g_~Lf!.~!_creating the 

di sability insurance program. 

for 
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He voted ~_g~Ln~1 i ncreasing federal 

matching funds for aid to dependent children 

and to the needy aged, blind and disabled. 

H e v o t e d t w i c e ~..9~l~~~-m e d i c a I c a r e 

for the aged financed through Social Security. 

He voted ag_ a l n ~1 i ncr eased research 

programs into diseases of the elderly. 

He voted a_g_aj_!l_sj_ rest o rat i on of f u n d s 

to the Housing and Home Finance Agency 

research programs on housing for the aged. 

H e v o t e d a .9.~lQ.~1J e g i s I a t i o n to p r o v i de 

new hospital construction, more medical 

schools, and more doctors and nurses. 
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~ i s record d i scI o s e s a s h o c k i ng 

disregard for the needs and concerns of 

our older citizens. And it discloses 

either in difference or ignorance toward 

the remarkable ~ medical and social 

breakthroughs which holdsuch promise for 

t r a ,D s f o r m i n g a n d e n r i c h i n g t h e I i v e.s o f 

our ol der citizens. 

But enough of the past. What of the 

future? 

4\redict that the 89th Congress, 

convening this January, will be remembered 

as the Congress to esta blish a common-sense, 

s o.u n d, a n d I o n g a w a i ted pI an f o r p r e P$ i d 

h o s pi t a I i n s u r a n c e u n de r s o c i a I s e c u r i t y -~ n 

the 88th Congress, the legislation passed the 

S e n at e . N e x t y e ar , I pr e d i c t , c o m p I e t e v i c t o r y 

will be achieved. 
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The Goldwaterites say that the aged 

should buy private Insurance. 

They say that most of the aged are 

better off financially than younger people, 

and can easily pay their medical bills. 

Well, let 1 s try a little experiment. Think 

of three people you know who are over 

65. The odds are that two of them will 

soon have an annual medical bill of $1,200. 

C a n !_IJ_~y_ a f f o r d i t ? 

4ou know that 11 medicare 11 will not 

c o s t y o u r h ow s e , o r y o u r s a v i n g s , o r y o u r 

grandson 1 s education. It will cost a small 

pay r o II deduction during working years and 

will take the bite out of those hospital bills 

when you are trying to live on a fixed 

retirement income. 
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~nd we think this makes sense. 

We think th i s is sound publ ic policy. 

Z we intend also to e,nact increased 

monthly social security benefit payments. 

An d once we get such monthly payments up 

to a decent level, we hope to mo dify the 

social security benefit structure so that 

it is responsive to economic changes and 

fluctuations in the cot of living. 

In addi tion to hospital insurance an d 

increase d social secur i ty payments,we must 

continue to build more and better hospitals, 

nursing homes, geriatric centers, an d provide 

fo r more doctors, nurses, and other skilled 

medical personnel. 
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~e must continue to provide assistance 

for th e construction of housing for our 

ol der citizens. Since 1961 almost 200,000 

dwelling un it s have been authorized with the 

aid of public funds. But more must be done. 

~We must also face up to the unique 

problems which exist i n communities with 

h i_!J h co n c e n t r at i o n s of o I de r p eo p I e ./w h y 

not explore the possibility of provid i ng such 

assistance to these communities-- lust as 

provi de special assistance to local school 

systems in areas of high concentrations of 

Fed eral employees. 
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I. We have just begun to understand fully 

the nature of the~ exciting challenges 

and opportunities. But I can promise you 

that a Johnson- Humphrey administration 

will meet these challenges and capitalize on 

these opportunities. 

L rhe most recent medical advances 

have occurred for the earlier-- not the 

later-- years of life, The principal 

infant k i II e r s have been a I most wi ped o li• 

~. Me d ical sc i ence is discovering the causes of 

drea ded an d congenital defects. Medical science 

has almost exterminated many of the infectious 

diseases. 
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Now we must assault the citadel --degenerative 

disease-- the chronic diseases of later years. 

We must p--ovide funds so that the National 

Institutes of Health can focus their vast 

resources on this problem. Let us move 

forward to make the decade of 1965-1975 the 

go I d e n e r a of m e d i c a I p r o g r e s s f o r A me r i c a n s 

65 to 75 an d ol der. ~his is an objective 

worthy of a great natjop an d a great peopLe . 
• 

Lyn don Johnson and I ask your hel p 

1n this historic ef fort. 

#### 
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On November 3rd the Amer ican people will decide their future, 

the future of A..'llerica, and perhaps the f ture of all mankind .. 

I know that our senior citizens will not be passive at t h is 

crucial moment. Our older citizens have an outstanding voting 

record in presidential elections--fully double the average for 

younger people. This is indicative of their interest and their 

concern. It is also a tribute to their knowledge and experience. 

Today I want to talk about some of the problems which have 

occurred in America because of changes in the composition of our 

population. 

Today, we have more older people and more younger people in 

our population than ever before. 

Lyndon Johnson and I do not look upon this as a problem. 

Rather we look upon our population--young or old--as a vital re-

source. People, not our material possessions, are the real wealth 

of America. 

We further believe that an opportunity to live self-sufficie~L 

and meaningful lives is the prerogative of every citizen. So is 

the opportunity to contribute to the community life of this country 

And we hold ourselves responsible to n1ake these opportunities 

available to everyone, without regard to race, religion, national 

origin, sex or age. 

We see the scrap heap approach to our older citizens as 

callous} immoral and incredibly shortsighted. 

Thousands of older people throughout America are giving 

millions of hours of voluntary s ervice to their communities--
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they are givihg hew life and ne~~ d:itnertsions to the Ameri~an t..ra-

dition of voluntary service in behalf of others~ 

We intend to initiate specific legislative proposals for the 

establishment of community centers where retired persons can par-

ticipate in a variety of social activities, educational programs, 

and programs of community service. 

We intend also to ask the Congress to explore the creation 

of a National Senior Citizens Corps, perhaps as special componen·t 

of the Volunteers in Service to America {VISTA), to provide a 

vehicle for retired citizens to serve as volunteers in develop.:tn.g; 

a wide variety of community services not no,..., available. 

Today hospitals, libraries, scho-:·ls, hinseums, parks, h ·~-~l~h 

and welfare departments are providing only liJJdted services be-

cause of limited · personnel. At the s31Jle time, our 20 million 

retired and older people represent a huge resel,...vuir of skill, 

talent, experience _, and energy seeking useful and constructive 

outlets. We must capitalize more fully on these priceless re-

sources. 

At the same time we recognize that older people in our 

society have special wants and needs. 

They a~e concerned about the level of retirement income and 

whether it is going to be eroded away by inflation. They are con-

cerned about medical bills which may pile up. They are concerned 

about comfortable and functional retirement housing at costs and 

rents they can afford. 

From the extensive hearings held in the United States Senate: 

we know that nany fast-buck artists, schemers and quacks are 

seeking to exploit these needs. 

Senai;or Goldwa·ter sayEJ these problcos are the concern of 

our senior citizens and their concern alone. He says these prob-

lems are of no concern to the Federal anci 3tate governments. In 

a speech before the W'hite House Conference on Aging in .January 

1961, Senator Goldwater said fin ancial security and other pro-

visions for olde~ people are responsibilities solely for the 

individual and hi:s family. 

-~~e reject his positio:::-. categorically. ~<le believe tha-t 

sensible governmental JJr<>grams cz.n help im.;nec;.~urably .in making 

-mo:J:'e-
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t.he yea::-s of retirement an exciting and fulfilling period of life " 

Perhaps Senator Goldwater needs the chance to ~earn by pe:.."-

sonal experience about the problems of retirees. So let me sugges·t 

"'e join tog ethe!' on November 3rd to help provide the retiren.enJc 

from politics he so r i chly deserves. 

This country is enjoyi!lg t.he benef its of the American society 

our senior citizens labored diligently to build. \Ve understand 

this -. And l're believe they are entitled to .share fully in the 

rewards of their efforts to build a better America. 

The Kennedy-Johnson administration has worked consistently 

toward this objective. 

Since 1961, the Congress has increased fourfold the appropri-

ations for the construction of hospitals and centers for di e: c~-. ',;_,, 

treatment and rehabilitation, and geriatric facilities. 

In 1961, the Kennedy-Johnson administration and the Congress 

passed the Community Health Facilities Act. 

In 1962, we enacted the welfare amendments to the Social 

Security Act to establish comprehensive information and referral 

c enters, health clinics, home-maker services, meal delivery to 

homebound older people, visiting nurse and other services. 

In 1962, the Harris-Kefauver drug amendments assured new 

protection in drug manufacture, tightened inspection requirements, 

and prohibited the indiscriminate use of dangerous experimental 

drugs . 

In 1963 we passed the mental health act to assist in the 

construction of community mental health centers and various types 

of mental retardation centers and to train teachers of the handi-

capped. 

Ir. 1963, we passed legislation to construct new dental, 

medical, public health and osteopathic facilities and to expand 

existing ones. 

In 1964, we provid ed funds to modernize and replace anti-

quated hospitals in many of our metropolitan areas and doubled 

funds for long-term care facilities. 

We revised the income tax so that an older couple pays no 

tax at all unt il their reportable income exceeds $3 _,000. And all-

not just part--of expenses for medicines anci drugs are deductible 

-more-
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\'-i'h:i.le E·?.nato:r• Gold.:.Afater 1 s Y'e.'1J.n l'l~ .3 a.bout marry -; .ssues hav~o"! 

b e e n ,_.-.- .rypt ic ::md. ~-:~nf:..1.sed ~ h is vot. ir..g re-::ord is c ryst;J.l cJ.e .~. Y', 

In ses:don c.ft.c:r ~:ession, h 8 h.ns ...,-oted again3t; co.nstract:i.ve 

He voted ..€~[~;-;_}!.§~l:. Federal housing f or 1':.he eld ~~rl~r on at leas-!:. 

four o ccas:i.ons. 

He vote d .~~<-~-~h!]. s.'!2_ c r eating the dis r..bility insuPan r; e prog:':"a.'n." 

He voted ~~~:h~?-t. increased fed e rCJ.l m.s.t c hing funds for c.i d 

·to dep endent. c hiJ.dpen a ::\d co th~ n1~edy aged , bl:in ci and dis~bl.-~d " 

I{e vo ted twice ?.g_a_ii!_-?_';;. mediea:!. ca ~e fm: t he aged f:i.nan ': ~~-· 

t hrough Social Security. 

He voted :"!_g:lii~l?t increased research programs into dise<:4s~s 

nf. t.he elderly. 

He voted .?_g.§ir!.~.t r estoration of funcis to t;he Hous ing an ·' 

:Hon:e Finance AgeT\CY resen.rch ::Jrograms on housing for the aged , 

He voted ag:f!.,ii1~~ leg:~slation to provide new hosr ital con·-

s~ruction , more medical schools, and more doctors and nursen . 

This record discloses a shocking disregard far the needs ~nd 

00c~erns of our o lde r citizens. And it discloses either indiffer-

ence or· ignorance toward the rema rkable medical <md social break-

throughs which hold such promise for transforming and enriching 

t he liv~2 o~ our elder citiz ens u 

But enough of the past . \Vhat of the future? 

I predict that the 89th Congress, convening this January~ 

will be remembered as the Congress t rJ establish a common-sense _, 

s c eia l Gecurity~ In the 88th Congress) the J.egisl ation passed 

the Senat e o Next year, I predic t: complete victory wi l l be achieve 

They say t hat most of the aged are better off financial~y 

than yo~nger p eople , and can easily pay thei~ medi ca l bills. 

\Vell , let 1 s try a little experiment .. ~~hin;.z c.f t . .'.: .:-:- ee .~E>or:J.. e you 

); .:.:.ov who are ovez· six.-f:.y-fiv e <· 'L'he oc.c~<:; are tha.t t .-wo ·:lf them. will 

soo!l have aa an!lual medical bill of $1~ ZO C· o 

-more-
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You know that "medicare" will not cost your house, or your sav­

ing s, or your grandson 1 s education. It l\'ill cost a small payroll d e ­

duction during working years and will take the bite out of those hos­

pital bills when you are trying to live on a fixed retirement income. 

And we think this makes sense. Ue think this is sound public 

policy. 

We intend also to enact increased monthly social security benefit 

payments. And once we get such monthly payments up to a decent level, 

we hope to modify the social security benefit structure so that it is 

responsive to economic changes and fluctuations in the cost of living, 

In addition to hospital insurance and increased social security 

payments, we must continue to build more and better hospitals, nursint 

homes, geriatric centers, and provide for more doctors, nurses, and 

other skilled medical personnel. 

We must continue to provide assistance for the construction of 

housing for our older citizens. Since 1961, almost 200,000 dwellir ;: 

units have been authorized with the aid of public funds. But more 

must be done. 

\ve must also face up to the unique problems which exist in com­

munities with high concentrations of older people. '~dhy not explore 

the possibility of provid ing such assistance to these communities-­

just as we provide special assistance to local school systems in 

areas of high concentrations of federal employees? 

We have just begun to understand fully the nature of these ex­

citing challenges and opportunities. But I can promise you that a 

Johnson-Humphrey administration will meet these challenges and capi­

talize on these opportunities. 

The most recent medical advances have occurred for the earlier--

not later--years of life. The principal infant killers have been al·, 

most wiped out. Medical science is discovering the causes of dreaded 

and congenital defects. Medical science has almost exterminated 

many of the infectious diseases. 

Now we must assault the citadel--degenerative diseases--the 

chronic d iseases of later years. ·l e must · provide fund s so that the 

National Institutes of Health can focus their vast resources on this 

problem. Let us move forwar d to make the decade of 1965-75 the 

golden era of medical progress for Americans 65 to 75 and old er. 

This is an objective worthy o f a great nation and a great people. 

Lyndon Johnson and I ask for your help in this historic effort. 

### 
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