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HUBERT H. ffin.i:PHHEY 

To The Annual J.1eeting of I'Iembers 
FAR-m:RS UNION GR/\IN TERMI NAL ASSOCIATION 

Se.int Paul Auditorium 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 

November 19, 1964 · 

000 HUBERT H. HUMPHREY: , Thank you very much rrry dear and long time 

devoted friend, Bill Thatcher. It's very di.:f':f'icult :f'o~ me to ,/ 

address you as General Manager and these titles. - I pre:f'~ to 

think of you, not only in your capacity as a great leader in o~ 

sts.t e and nation, and a great leader of .America's family farms . . . . .. I . .. . . ....... : . . . ' 
and America's ·family_farmers in the coop movement. I like to 

-- · thir~ of you just as my fried Bill, and that's what you've always 

been t hese many, .many years. · (Applause) 

Wel l, you've had so many references to the honored guests ·and 

parti cipants in this program that possibly it 1vould be redundant 

on my part to even state the names again, and f or those tha~~ 
do not mention will you please forgive me because you have a big 

. . .~ 

progrem ahead. But let me JUSt say what a great pleasure it i~ 

to share this platfo.rm once again with .the gentleme~at is · meld.ng 
. -

a r emarkable name for himself as the Governor of this state. I 

like Karl Rolvaag because Karl Rolvaag is a man of character, of 

strength, and of decision, and of good solid comrmmity .purpose; and 
- 026 he's demonstrating that in every day of his public life as Governor 

./ 

-1-

... - --;:=:-:-· 

- -~· ~. -· .. . 



' 

Reel 1 - 027 of this great state of ~linnesota. (Applause) And less anybody 

h ve any doubt about it, he's a roan of great independence. I've 

oeen trying to get people to understand that, Karl. I've never 

been able to tell him •that to do, but he tells me •rhat to do, and 

nOiv he's going to tell Mondale "1-That to do. He told him to go dOim 

to Hashington and be a United States Senator, and I think it's simply 

i-Tonder:f'ul that our Governor has seen :fit to reach into his admin-

istration and take one of his trusted allies, one of his most important .... . 
political officers, elected by the people of this state with an over-

whelming vote, .· and to make him the Senator designate of the state of 

Minnesota. And I predict for you and. to you that l-18.lter Mondale nll 

be a Senator that everybody, regardless of party, can be justly 

proud of, and I salute him tonight along with his :fellow citizens. 

(Applause) 

.. 
My neighbor's here, George McGovern. George, we just seem to be baying · 

one reception after another. I picked George McGovern· as my a~vance 

1118Il. Senator McGovern eve-ry place i go, the;,' s a reC~pti~d . 

there's McGovern. I believe he's taken on a · new role, but I vrant 
• 

to tell yo~ that this man bas made his mark ~n Congress. And he 
- .. - · . ... / ?' - ······· 

has already ·demonstrated those qualities of leadership-vrhicb endear -

him to the na~ion, not only. to his state of South Dakota.· And I --.­

predict _ne~ ~l~ction, George, that the people of South Dakota are 
. -

going to see to it that you get the biggest majority that any Senator 

- 057 from that state ever had, and the :fa.rners will. be there to help you. 

(Applause) 
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- 058 Hell, there are many here· that rTe should note. My friend the 

- 097 

Secretary has already addressed you. He 've been talldng agri-

culture on the plane all the 1v-ay out here. And it was as Qrville 

said, a rather movfng and dramatic e~perience, at least personally, 

for each of us when '\·Te sat there this afternoon in the Cabinet Room 

at the vlhite House 1-Tith the President of the United States and 

discussed the problems that decept this nation and heard the reports 

of the Cabinet Officers that are responsible for the programs of 

this nation. I know for me that it . '\vas an experience that I shall ~ 

al1vays cherish. And I couldn't help but say to Orville "' that' it 
• 0 

was somevrhat lilte, only much nore meaningful of cQurse, than that 

first time after he'd been elected Governor and we sat together 

at a football game. I mention this because I remember when I ; 

used to work to buy a ticket to ·get into the game to vratch Orville 

Freeman occasionally play in the game. And there rTe '\vere both 

sitting up in the Governor's box. I don't know if the tickets 

vTere free, but I got in for nothing. Possibly Orville arranged it. 

And today there the two of . us from Minnesota were in this Cabinet 

Room of the greatest government in the world with the heaviest 

responsibility of any government in the vrorld and with the most 

pover:ful man in pub]c office than any country in the world, and 

with truly a great president, our President Lyndon B. Johnson. (Applause) 

0 0 

Bill Thatcher told you that I've been.here for sixteen years 1 and he's 

right. Bill, I'm .gtiing to talk to you from here on .out about my 

/ .. - --;::::-:· 
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/ 
098 vac:::.tions and this program because I recall one time/1·rhen 

. __ /-· 
l•1rs . Humphrey and I l-Tere in HoscOvT, t -hat ,:ras 1958 after that long 

bout 1-rith Mr. Khrushchev. J!m happy to say that I've· lasted a little 

lon,scr than he has. (Laughter) I ,.,asn't sure after that nigh'l' but 
- / 
- - - . - I I recall that vre flew ell the 1-ray hoine from that far avray place_. I 

recall that only tvro. years ago that we "1-rere in Mexico City attending 

a meeting there, and I fle1-r all the 1-rayback from- the warm . climates · 
0 .: R • o p 0 ) o •0 00 0 .. . 0 -

of 1exico City into a blizzard at Wold Chamberlin Airport. Arid ... only 
-. . 

yesterday you may have noticed by the pictures in the paper, -no d~ubt; 

' that ve were down in the Virgin Islands in the Caribean and lest any 

of you "'vant to feel just a little moment of refreshment, as if ·you're 

on vacation, the temperature ,.,as abo:ut 85, the breezes were soft, if 

any, the skies ,.,ere blue, the "'va.ter ,.,as ,.,~rm and tlE fishing was great. 

Yesterday we came to Baltimore, the Friendship Airport, last night to 

our home in lvashington, this morning at "\vork. And later on this 

afternoon Bill Thatcher said , come home, Hubert; and I come home. (Applause) · 

Of course he had the Governor also tell me to come home, and I 

got my orders. 

Sixteen years ago, yes I remember very "'vell. Just sixteen years ago 

1ve discussed in this very hall the first outlines for tlE Food For Peace 

Program, and three years later it became public la1v. Six years ago 

ive discussed in th1. s hall the Peace Corps, and the possibility o~ 

utilizing the great energy and idealism and the no-how and the spirit 

- 14 3 of young Americans for. peace in this troubled world of ours, and in 1961 

/ 
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- 144 it became 1aiv. He discussed from this platform the possibility 
one time of a ben on further testing on nuclear "'veapons. TL1e 
year ilas 1959, and in t he year 1963 it became a treaty. Many 
t hinGS have been talked about in these meetings. Many resolutions 
have been adopted just as you've adopted them today during your 
conference and your convention. And the thoughts and the discussions 
and the resolutions of people gathered together for only one purpose, 
to make life more abnndant, more meaningful, more -richer ,-.more 
beautiful. Those thoughts and those ideas and those resolutions 
in due time, with persistance of effort and dedication to purpose 1 they have become reality. So it is good to get'together and to 
thicl~ together, and to plan together and talk together. In fact, 
there never -vras a time in the history of this nation "'vhen it was 
more important for people . to talk to one anotl:e r, to express openl.y 
their view·s, to search for ans-vrers to ever-growing and changing 
problems because the ansivers are not in W~shington, the answers 
are not at the United Nations, the answers are not in the foreign 
ministries or the chancellories or the palaces of the ivorld. The 

• ansvrers to our problems are in the minds of men, people all over 
this vrorld. And we who believe in the Democratic process must 
find those answers amongst each other. I·Te must find them in the 
Democratic ivay, through argument, through debate, through discussion, 
through conventions, through resolutions, through people's actions. · - 183 So I love to come back· here, if only for the purpose of just speaking 

/ 
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cl l 184 Lzy ~nd, i f only for the pu1~se of once again after these meetings 

- 228 

,, 

.. -

of' hearinG you Md taJJdne to you, e.nd ,.,hen I go back to my desk of 

r c <lding as I have every year t hat I've been in public life the resol-

ut i ons e.nd the deliberations of this great GTA. let me say that your 

Annual Report has been placed on the desk of President Truman, or 

30ine back further than that, of President Roosevelt, President Truman, 
President EisenhmTer, President Kennedy, and nmr President Johnson. 

I t is almost like a state paper for the Presidents of the United States • ... . 
(Applause) 

l·ir · Thatcher, in many -vrays we are celebrating ·an annivers~. 
/ 

~is 
/ _, --your fiftieth year. 'Ihink o~ it friends, look at him. Fifty years o! 

devoted s ervice to the farm families of the t.Jni ted States of Ame~_ca, . 

t hat's ,.,hat Bill Thatcher represents h~r_e_ tonight_.. (A~p;ta~~~) 
350;000 f arm families r§presented by this great organization. I see 

-- · b ef ore me the Boardaf Directors, and I see my old friend Emil Loriks. 

Love him like a brother. Vle 've known each other for years and ye~s. 

I see I.UO . Thatcher's strong right arm in this great o!ganization Mr. 

D~-rayne Andreas. I lmm·T that this organi-zation has served useful 

purposes. It isn't just a cooperative in name. It is a cooperative 

in the true meaning of the -vrord. Bringing ~ople together to co-

operate, bringing people together to make themselves better, bringing 

· people together to make America better, and let the record be clear 

from this moment and from this platform-. The Farmers Union GTA has 

on its record only one thing to say, that it has alvrays worked for the 

/ 
~ ' . 
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L 1 • 229 public ~ood and the public interest and the people of the United 

States of America. (Applause) 

I think i t should be knmm as this organization prospers, it doesn't 

ma.l~e t he boar d richer. It doesn't make l-Il1 • Thatcher richer. It 

doesn' t mclce ru1ybody in terms of individual board member of officer 

ri cher. All that it means is th~.t the farmer "\·Tho is a member of a 

co~nunity is just a little better off. And my friends o~ Americ~ 
business and American Labor, that ~eans that "\·re're all bett&.r off . 

because if there's any one thing -vre 've learned it is that we need 

each other, t hat "\ole are inter-dependent, that we require one ano~h~r, 

and t hat as each of us prospers, so does the other. That ·is- the 

lesson of this great organization and it is a lesson that is well 

l earned e.nd "\·Tell remembered. (Applause) 

I ' v:e b een throu:gh much "\-lith this organization. lve 've 1fOn together. 

He 've even lost occasionally. He have common purposes, and down 

t hrough the years ioTe 've ioTorked together. I "\vant to say to those that 

are here in public office that you'll never have to be ashamed of 

your association with the people that are represented here in this 

\· 

- -=---· 

I ...... 
,. • • • • - -•• r ! 

I • ..... 

• gr eat auditorium. Never. idll there be a request :made of special interest. \ .. 
\ 

Never mll there be a temptation of corruption. Never "'dll there be a 
. I 

demand made that isn't fair and reasonable for the public good. How good 

it is in this day and age of pressure and -temptation to know that you 

cen be associated with a group and. organization and. individuals who 

- 273 a s1c just one thing and on~ one thing. Decent, wholesome, l"Efl''llsible1 
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~l l - 274 honorable public service. That's all that "1-Te've ever been ask 

for. (Applause) 

llc 've been dedicated for many years for a fight in the fight :f'or 

the fulfillment of our convictions. vle 've never slackened in 

pressing always forward :f'or social justice, for equality of 

econor.ri.c and social opportunity or for the individual dignity. 

'i'ne fulfillment of' the meaning of dignity of. man arul we have . as/ 

people and as organization been unceasing, relentless in themarch . . . . ... / 
:f'or peace and :f'or freedom. And I vrant to say right nm-1 that those 

of us that have been associated together in t~ese e:f':f'orts are not 
-· / ·· 

GQing to slacken. 1-Te shall not waiver, "nor shall we tin any·· way 

retreat from the e:f':f'orts o:f' the past or the ef:f'orts that need to 

be made for tomorroi-1. (Applause) 

I've been givEn a great privilege and a great honor. I "'--as elected 

as the running mate of our great President to be the Vice-President 

of the United States. I want you to know that I'm evermind:f'ul of 

this responsibility, and I've even more m:iniful o:f' that responsibility 

today and equally determined .to fully justi:f'y the competance of the 

peo~e, the competence of the President of the United States. · Yes the 

competence o:f' the people of this nation, urban and rural, who have by 

their votes in this recent election expressed that confidence. And to 

the utmost o:f' my ability, I pledge here in the presence of my neighbors 

.. . . ' . - -:· . ·-- .. 

.. r . ' 

I' 

l· 

I 
I 
I ., 
I 

• 

I vr.i. th God's help I shall not :f'ail you in· the :f'ul:f'illment of those responsibill ties. ! 
326 (Applause) i 

/ 
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~1 l • 327 He 've just gone throueh a great election. One doesn't need to rehash 

it, but I do think it is fair to say that it represented a triumph for 

the processes of Democracy in a uorld 'H'here Democracy is on trial. I 

clo think people found out that there are dangerous forces at work, even 

in America. And I do believe that ,.,e ,.,ere able to demonstrate to the 

"ivorld that there is a unity of purpose or at least a vast majority 

of purpose in this American community. Above all, this election vras 

a. tremendous vote of confidence in the _policies and the programs that 
.... . 

have guided this nation throughout the years and a tremendous voie of 

confidence in President Lyndon Johnson and the manner he has fulfilled 

' his constitutional responsibaity to protect the natiqnal security and 

to promote the general welfare. (Applause) 

This election vras also a forceful rejection of men and women of l:f::tle 

faith, who have cast their doubts about the ability of the .American 

system to adapt itself to change and the changing needs of our people. 

But by the magnitude of its outcome, it should remove for ·all time any 

doubt about the rightfUl role of a government of the people, by the 

people, and for the people seeking to assert its constructive influence 

towards the fUlfillment of the aspirations of the people for all of the 

people. (Applause) And no where "ivas this made more evident as the 

Secretary of Agriculture stated so clearly than throughout rural America. 

F;very great farming area of this nation, ladies and gentlemen, gave a 

tremendous vote o~ confidence to President ~don Johnson. The rural 
. ' .. 385 people of America stood by.bim. (Applause) Now I don't intend to ~ 
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~l i - 386 that this ereat out-pouring of rural sup~ort was necessarily in 
{ 

endorsement of every policy in every program, past or present. But 

I do look upon it as a massive repudiation of any thought of outright 

abandonuent of the governm.ent' s rightful role of extending a helping 

hand tovTa.rds seeking greater equality of economic opportunity in rural 

knerica, or for that matter, in any other segment of American economic 

life, not -sharing fUlly ~n the blessings of our progress and our 

prosperity. And I can assure this audience tonight, a:rter havin(.pent 
. · ' · better than four hours with our president today, that the President of 

the United States is determined that t~ people of rural America will _, 

share fUlly and equally in the great_ society that he ~invisions ali of ' 
I .• . 

us building together. (App~ause) 

Listen to ' ·That our President had to say in a · message to another great 

organization just a few days ago, and I want to read from that ~ssage. 
It's dated November 17. He says we seek more than parity in co~. vle 

s eek parity of opportunity for rural America .in every aspect of our 

national life. As I've traveled around the country, everywhere in the 

Bid•rest and the South, in the great plains in the far West, I found ~ . 

rural people deeply troubled, not just about f~rm income ~t abou~ 
VThat 'is happening to life in rural ~erica, the- loss · of population, the 

. . out migration of young people in the search of econoniic opportunity, . 

the drying up of rural conummi ties' the vace.nt stores, the in.adequacy . 
- . _.. - . . ~ .. ~ .. . . ·~. ) ' - .. - . - . of public services and facilitiesj arid t~e lack of fin~cial resoUrces ~ . -

- 4~5 to support them, the underemployment of the ·rural population, the hUJ.gen 
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- 435 pockets of 1~al poverty, and sometimes accompanying all of this 

n ccnsc of hopelessness tho.t anythine can be done about it. And 

then our President ,.,ent on to say t111s: "And these are the pledges 

of this administration of \vhich I am a part and of which the Secretary 

is a part 1 and 1.rhich the Senators on this platform tonight will take 

.. part in and the Congressmen." Here· is our pledge in the words of 

the President. Let us resolve here and ncnv that something can be 

done about ·it. lve can create new jobs and ne•r opportunity in rural 

.America. lle can attack and overcome the basic causes ·Of rural poverty 1 .t 

· and we c~n see to it that rural communi ties have an equal chance to 

have good schools, pure water, and good s'a.nita~ion, and we can see to 

i t that the federal assistance of all kinds is just as readily available 

to the rural people as it. is to the urban people. The American people 

elected a Congress that will be 1 I think, responsive ~o the~ent needs 

of 1~al America. "For my cnm part; said President Johnson, "I shall 

mru{e it my business to see that no service of the federal government 

~--· 

stops at the city lines. If we. have urban and suburban housing pro~,- -·· .... _. 
. . / - . . . 

-
1-re shall have rural housing programs that are equally·· effective. If 

urban rene1.ral programs a.l'e essential for our cities 1 then a rural re .. 

ne1·ral program is just as essential for rural America. · Where we have 

education or training or health or vTelfare programs they must be . 

adapted for rural as .well as urban areas. The credit that is available 

for urban buinessmen and local governmental units must be available for 
• 

rural areas as ivell. The disadvantage in educational opportunities 

rThich is _all too prevalent in rural America must be corrected by the 

488 combined efforts of state and local school districts, and the nation. 

-11- I . 



Reel l - 488 The President says these are only a fm-r of the things that must 

be done, a.nd io~'hen Con.gress convenes I shall be making specific 

recommendations idth your help and your leadership, and your 

dedic<?.tion to rural. America and the farm families, I knmv the 

goals that ive nru.tually share can be realized. Ladies and gentlemen 

t hat is the connnitment of the President of the United States who 

comes from rural America,· i·rho kno'YTS of rural America, i·Tho has lived 

in rural Am~rica, and ivho appreciates the importance of rural America 

being the very best part of America. (Applause)" I'm silre you now .~ 

realize hmv deeply I feel about the vi tal importance of agriculture 'b:> 

our economy. And We've discussed it again and again. 

The i mportance of our. agricultural abundance as a tremendous national ..• 
source of national strength, tremendous national asset, economically 

and strategically, and I i·Tant to .say 11Bt i·Te can and we must make 

greater use of that valuable asset, to better serve our national 

objective to peace and prosperity. As we make better use of our 

productive strength to assure the nation's consumers of abundance 

in the market place, to strengthen our balance of :payments proposition, 
• with expanded export earnings, and to achieve the foreign policy 

objectives of :peace and freedom. The entire nation must and ivill 

recognize in turn the moral obligation of :providing greater equality 
of economic o:pportuni ty for the minority of our population which is-· 

rural. I say this because I believe that the .CoDgress-mut ~~rought 
- 51~7 to know that 1:H.s nation does have a vital stSke in what happens in the 

.. -, - t - • • •• :-
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- 548 dc.ys ahead in rural America and 'l·rhat happens to our fann people. 

I o.slt this audience to ponder tonight 'lvhat would have been the _ . . 

s:Ltuation in the coming years if' ~-tc 1 d have had no reserve of · 

food and fiber as we face one of the most serious drouths that 

America has faced in -many sections of this nation in one hundred 

years. \Vhat would be the position of' the free world today in 

o. nation of over four hundred million people, · such as India, if 

the Secretary of Agriculture, Mr. Freeman and the President of 

the United States were not able to say to that government as we 
-~ 

have that there is all abundance of 1-theat, of food and fiber for 

your fee government to 'ld thstand the temptation of Collllmlilist 

infiltration and Colllrilllilist takeover~ Mark my 'loTords, were it not 

for food and fiber today, India would be like Communist China. 

Gone (Applause) 

I say this because I am of the opinion that vTe take these blessings 

for granted. w·e complain of the cost. \ve critize our Secretary. 

He critize· our fanners, and yet 'lve never s.eem to realize that· it 

1-1as the vrheat producers of this great Mid-west and this very co-
• operative right here, that scraped the bottom of the bins of their 

farms and of their 'loTarehouses at the end of Vlorld War II to keep 

Europe from starving· to death at the end of the war in 1949. (Applause) 

Hhy in · the little co:rmm.rl. ty ~f Climax, Minnesota 1 if i 'm not vrrong, a 

small rural community 1 a great dec·ision was arrived at . to save Europe 

from frustration, to save it from destitution, and to save it from 

- 615 Communism. And let me say that a bushel of't·~Jleat did more to push back 

-13- -- - _____ , ··..-:- --- - ... . ... 



Reel l - 615 Co~~ism than all the Birchites put together for a thousand years. 

(Applause) 

So it it entirely proper that vre celebrate or that we dedicate ourselves 

as a nation to ·freedom from hunger . Frmlom from hunger. The best fed 

people in tre l7orld, privileged to live in the best nation in the 

'vorld. A people that have been blessed by a divine providence. A 

soil that has been blessed by unbelievable productivity. A nation 

that has been blessed by science end technology. This mighty nation, .... . 
. ( . my dear fellm-r Americans 1 has a spiti tal and moral obligation to vrage · 

m1.r on hunger. That's i·That we're here for. (Applause) 

.~d thank goodness that our President is in the front line of this 

fight, and he has directed his officers, his Secretary of Agriculture 

and his Secretary of State and his aid administrator and our old 

f'riend here Herb Hatters, and Dick Reuter of· the Food For Peace 

administration. He· has directed these stalwart soldiers of freedom 

to w·age this 1-rar against hunger. lve participate in the United Nations, 

:food and agriculture organizations, and ife give it real leadership. 

No nation in history ha~ done more than our .America in wiping out 

hun. er in vast areas of the ,.,orld, and it'~ right and proper that 

our ':farm families feel good about it, and be humbly proud. And 

might I ·say yet though we *ve don~ all of this that we've barely 
. . 

, scratched the surface . of meeting the real needs or the vas7as 

I 

686 of the world • . ' 
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Reel 1 - 686 Orville Freeman said only recently that if this America seeks to 

land somebody on the moon~ h0'-7 many hundred thousand miles 8.i·Tay1 

over three hundred thousand. And yet here is the earth with only 

25 1 000 miles in diameter, and we are still trying to find out how 

to distribute food to the far avray places. Any nation that thinks 

it can land men on ~he moon in a space capsule and retUrn them to 

America in the same "1-Teek ought to be able in the .next four years 

to find a way to get food to hungry people. (Applause.) 

.... . 
Today only one-third of mankind has available and adequate diet. 

Almost ~io billion people, two-thirds of the human race, subsist 

on lean diet, short in proteins, fats and calories. In fact, 

one-third of the people eat two-thirds of everything that is produced, 

and l iva.nt to say as· the great Holy Father, Pope John said1 that in 

a world where thEm is constant want, there is no peace·. Peace is 

more than treaty and peace is more than military power 1 ~ ini.J(ortant 

as it is. Peace is more than alliances, and it is niore"tha.n 

stations or just enWlcietion of doctrines. Peace comes 7 manldrui 

feels that he can live in harmony with his neighbor. Arid a hungry 

rJan is a desperate one and a sick one. 

des.perate, intolerant -and aggressive. -

And a hungry nation is likewise, 
/ 

. /.. . - . . - . - - - . - --· -- .. - . 
\ole have ·at our hands 1 my fellow · 

/ .-- -·· - ', ' 

Americans, powerfUl tools for good. We have science and technology, 

and wealth and brainpat-Ter. lve have machines and money •. . l-Ie have polrer 

i tselt. l-Ie have food.~ And above all we have a sense of justice. So 

- 774 I say that we must put all of it to work. The truth is that looking onl;y' 
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- 774 five years ahead as I 1vi tnessed and examined the report of our 

mm ~per.., .~cnt of Aeticulture on the food needs of the vrorld1 

th1:1.t the situation mo.y be ,.,ell ,.,orse than it is today. Food shortages 

arc manldnds I>roblems 1 not :food surpluses. .And those food shortages 

vrill continue, to · mount unless ,.,e do something about them. And 

1·re a:re doing something about them. And we can close the food gap. 

If you'll get as excited about closing t~e food gap .as we were 

about closing the missile ea.p1 we'll close it and we'll do same-

tling constructive for humanity. (APPIAUSE) .... . 

He can do this as our spokesman for · agriculture has said. And 

Orville I 1-1ant to cmmnend you for your courage in this area. · He's . 

been taJ.dng the message of this use of food all over the imrld. 

He 's been fighting for you, for your exports 1 for your markets; He 

fought for you this morning. I "'as there. To try to .see to it 

that American a~iculture is penni tted to go to work to do the 

job that ive can do so '\-Tell to produce and to get its goods into 

t he channels of trade. To help people Yrho want to help themselves. 

Ho1., can we meet this food gap'l Well, quickly we can do it by a 

combination of the skillful use of our Oim food abundance. It's going 

to require some modifieations of the Food · For Peace Law. 1-Te can't just 

depend on accidental ~urplus. What kind of a military assistance progr~ 

do you think we have, ladies and gentlement What kind of a.llles do you 

t hink we'd have if we just depended upon what we had left over as 

- ~76 ~ompared to what we really need. There would.n 't be any NATO. There 

/ 
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'muldn' t be any free world today if we just depended upon the old 

· _ _ . - / cruns that we had left over. _, 
. - ~ 

- 000 Now, we planned military .production. We look .ahead and rightly so. 
. . 

So maybe we ought to have a more skill:f'ul use of tm potential 

abundance of this country and_-.:we .. ought to make· ·ayailable and .. we are· 

doing it but we ·can do more of it with your help, technical knowhow --
we know how to do the job, this can be done but not only by gover­

nme~t it ought not be done by government, it ~ght to be done by our 

cooperatives, it ought to be done by our free trade., . ~ am one of 

these people who believes that we ought to turn loose upon the whole 

free world and upon~he communist world1 if you please. TUrn loose 

upon them American business, American farmers and American teachers. 

Let our people go and bring the message of this country to the world. 

I want to tell you that we have a story to tell that they don't dare 

listen too. Oh, what a wonderful story we could tell them, those 

miserable failures in Agriculture behind the Iron Curtain. What one 

good cooperative could do there, just one but they don't let them 

have it. What one good grain merchant could do to show them how to . . 
conduct some grain business. Let me say right now what is needed in 

agriculture, in agribusiness. Let us get it clear, I don't know if 

.. - -;:::::-:·· 

anyone is going. to like this or not 1 but we simply must get our farm 

groups working together and you got to call a halt of the fight between 

the private and the cooperative, you got to get them working together. 

Because you are a minority and if you don't work together, somebody is 

-035 going to work you over and nobody can stop it1 so Join together now. 

.. ' I 
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- 035 I conclude on this note. When we talk about closing the food gape 
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in the free world, somebody says, "Oh1 there he goes again." I 

lmow, I ·h ar "f::JY' critica, they are loud and clear. It 11 good that 

you know your critics and it is good that you hear from them be-

cause it does ' ·keep you on the line and on . the beam. And I know 

that it cost money to operate any program and I am f'u.lly mindful of 

the tremendous burdens of this government. I will be evermore mindful 

of it them. I served 16 years in the Senate. m served on the Ap-, 

pripriations committee and I can tell you that .the Congress of the 

United States was even·more frugal then in the last session of 

Congress was then the Executive branch itself. And this year we 

will frugal again. We will do our very best to keep down these costs 

because people have to pay for them. But people have to asks them-

selves what does it cost not to take of something. What does it 

cost to lose your farm, what _does it cost to lose your cooperative 

not what it cost to keep it. We have to ask ourselves these questions 

and then be reasonable in our answers. But l found out f~ our 

Department of Agriculture that the free world nutrit:icn deficit measured · 

in the cost of foo~product~ is estimated at about 2 billi~undred . · 
. . . -

.. .. . .. .. ~ ·. / 
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fourth of our agriculture capacity that is now idle. Let that sink in. 

If the food deficit countries could raise their technical capacity 

this could also contribute to closing the gap. In a combined wey, 

with the food deficit countries improving their technical efficiency 

and if we using some of our idle resourses, the tree world gap could 

definitely be closed in less than 6 years. What an achievement that 

1-1ould be for the free world. 

So ladies and gentlemen let's make the abolition of hunger the goal .... . 
of democracy. It can be the crowning glory of our century. Abraham 

Lincoln proclaimed the Amancipation Proximation. He banished once 

and for all from this . America, at least; by promixation second-class 

citizenship. It was one hundred years later that the Congress of the 

United States took legislation action to make the promise of ··: · 

Abraham Lincoln a reality. I have · been proud to. be the fore leader 

in the Senate of the United States to carry out the promise of 

Abraham Lincoln in the 2oth century under ·the leadership of John Kennedy 

and Lyndon Johnson in the civil rights act of 1964. The ~ar 1965 can · 

see, and I think it will, this government to declare to the world 

• 
a new doctrine of emancipation, the doctrine of 1965, freedom from 

hunger and we don't intend ·to wait a 100 years to carry it out. In-

deed, we can do something about it, Senator-elect Mondale and Senator 

McGovern, we can ·do · something .. about 1 ~ in 100 days in the first 

.session 6t the 89th. Congress. I say to those assembled be~belp 
us... Help us 1 by understanding the problems that this nation faces. 

. ---=-- -· 
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Help us by talking -to your Congress, about the urgent necessity of 

the pursued of peace. Help us by asking your Congress to give more 

attention, if you please, to this war on poverty. Because poverty 

in the land of the rich is a sin. It is not only economically ,.,astetul 

it morally unjustifable and we need to rage war on this sin ot our 

times and hunger in the world of the 20th Century, a hunger that 

can be satisfied by a little more effort on our part and by a little 

more application of science technology, hunger and famine that curse 

the vast sections of human kind. That kind of hunger 'can not be 

tolorered and man kind feel that they have lived a moral life. 

It seems to me instead of the preachments the'refore of morality 

what we need is to practice human decency. Compassion, yes; charity, 

yes, but above all, opportunity. I think the world wants but one 

thing, it wants the privilege of being able to c;lo something for itself. 

And we are given the p~vilege of helping people today, to help 

themselves and what greater blessi~g can come to a nation or to a 

generation than to ~ow ~bat we can .be the teachers, to know that 

ue can be the doers of good things, to know that .we can be the pea~e .. 
. . . -mrucers, to know that we can be the warriers in the best war that 

. - -:=:- /. . - . / 
man ever fought. The war against pestil..anee, ·the we.r against . poverty, 

- . -/ -- - ··. -_ 
the war against disease and the ·war against want. I say to this 

audience, we can 'Win that war, we can _'Win it_and we can win -it quickly 

and we can win it decisively ~d we ~an liave ·n~w; allies every year -· 

if we but have tne 'Will to do it. And I come to this au~en<:_e tonight --
to tell you that yo\U" Preident hes-. that will and his Vice-President 

. . . ... 
has that will and ·we the people ot .. Ame~ca mus1; ~ve that rill. WE 

ask your help. Thank you. -.. 

. ' 



I wan- to >-rarn you ri8ht off that they haven't let 
~ _b-r( 

&}Jt'!dle;;) PI me/ make a speech in two weeks and I 1m raring to go , 

(JA"Jo.a 
~ I want to tell you its wonderft~ to come home again, 

Its 1·10ndtrful to be face to face 1rith so many of you and to thank you 

personally for that gr~at endorsement you gave to ?.resident Johnson. 

It vas an unprecedented vote of confidence personally 

for the President . 

You know, the'T talk about the coat-tail effect - -

ho>-r the head of the ticket sometimes carries men alonv vri th him into 

victory. 'Hell he did , and I 'm thankful. 

Every four years befo~e the national conventions there 

is speculation about ho-vr to choose the vice presidential nominee 

about mo mieht balance up the ticket ---geographically or otherwise ---

and add votes . 

The President has made his ovm st<t ements about why 

he desired me as the Vice Presidential candiclate. Just the same there 





-vras some talk in early summer that if the President cr:hose me it would 

be because he Hanted to carry the midlmst . 

I knov-1 his reasons 1veren 't that simple or that 

lo calized, but let me confess just the same that on election night 

there w~m 't anyone ~ore interested than myself in those midwestern 

returns . 

I had criss-crossed the rrj_d-vmst several times during 

the two months of the campaign. So I \·ratched the election r · sults rather 

eagerly - - -because I certainly hoped I hadn ' t hurt his chances . 

Nm;r this happens to be the 13th time I am speai::iJgg 

at your convention. In 1952, I addressed one of your after noon sessions 

and you had Senator Frank Carlson of Kanaas as your dinner speaker . 

In 1953, Senator Hilton Young of NorLh Dakota and I 

shared the honors at the dinner and I have had the privilege of 

., 
coming back ever y year since . 

L 

Each one of these times that we have been able to break bread 

together at one of these GTA dinners has been a thrill to me . A few 

stand out more than others . 



-z \ 1953 --- this was the year I wroposed t he Farmers 

\_ Bill of Ri ghts . 

1957 - - - I used this very reatrum to propose the creation 

of an office of a PEACE FOOP ~1DHINISTRATOR --- which vJas the ld.nd of 

concept we how have in the Food- f or-Pea ce program. 

1958 - -- that was the year I cam here dir e ctly from 

reporting at the White House on my conference with 11r . Kruschchev. 

\( 
I I 

,/ 
I ni ght say t hat i f Mr . K had had a li tt.le better success 1-d t h his 

agric11l tural programs -- and had not had to go to the free 1o10r~ 

for wheat --- he might still be in o 'fice . But, f or all the studying 

"t-Jhich the Connnunists r~ id of u.s. agric lture, t hey have never seemed 

to tumble to t he fact that it is the family farm system v-rhich is the key 

to our s uccess . 

1959 --- I proposed the family farm pro c;ram developme nt 

act . 

1961--- I urged that the most i mportant thing we could do 

I 
for Lat..; n .American nations "t·Tas to share our co-4perati ve knov.r-how with 

them. 



But, I don 1t Hant to take more time just indulging in 

r ecollections of my o'Wl1 or in talld.n~ a "out ttly own viev1s on 

agriculture . \-le urxierstand each other uell enough , I hope . 

I uant to talk to you toni r.ht a" out 'J.'·W GREAT J-lEN . 

The first great man I '"ant t talk about is Bill Thatcher. 

I want to do this not only because he has been such a 

valued frierrl and such a great influence in my lif e and career, but 

because he has been a great influence in American agriculture . 

This is his 50th year servinG co- operatmves and farmers 

and I lvant to pay my tribute to what this man has stood for and vlhat he has 

achieved -- not only in the c• evelopmcnt of GTA b 1t in uhat he has done 

~I 
for agricultural as a whole . 

Bill Thatcher came to l-tirmesota from his native Indiana in 

1909. He was an accountant by profession. One of his acco11nts Has 

a flour mill at Osceola, 1/Jisconsin. It was in financial trouble and he ,,vas 

askrd to take over the management . He did and he put i nback on a paJ~ng basis 

In 1914, he vras asked to audit the bo~f the ~quity 
Co- operative Exchange . In 1922, when the Equity ·w• ' ] d &w- was driven into 



receivership, ~£as asked to take over the management . This 

he did vd. th the understandinr, that it Has to be an operating 

receivership, not a liquidating receivershi ' . 

During his years as an mldi tor and IT18J1age:D, he had 

some chances to make important observations abo~keting 
system and vThat it m uld take to make it succe sful. 

He had observed with int~rest the campaign of the 

National Farmers Union in 1916 for the federal farm loan act and 

for federal reserve loans on the$ecurity of crops in bonded stor age . 

He "atch>d ~~n the postwar credit 

crisis . He and his associates concluded that to have successful 

marketing co-operatives it IDuld be necessary to have an educational 

organization and from what he and his associates could see amonr- the 

then existing farm organizations, the Farmers Union came ~ 

closest to this ideal. 

~=--cJIM< LE.S ~RE1T, tHl' 
"\·TO rked togethe71 in +he corn-belt commi tt( e in 1926 l.ihich began to 

make t he case for cost of production for farmers . 



In 1926, the reorganized Equity Co-operative Exchange 

became the Farmers Union T~ nninal Association and it uas in 1928 t::J:u;t-

" this new organization carried on the tin!can campaign 'tfhich 

brought in am'Jles nrom so,ooo ~am.ers of the northvJe::t, and 

launched the practice of paying premiums on 1.Jheat for protein content.-. 

.So,.,£tl-frN<J LJt+tct-t fl'ls !U c.~tv r {11; L-L!o }J s /11 ADDtW /Nco~-t£ fOQ frM~-t-E£5( 
Farmers Union Terminal Association in 1929 became part 

of the quasi- governmental grain marketinf agency, the Farmers National 

Grain G:or~~ oration . c. • Huff, p~esident of National Fanners Union, 

~ became the president and Hr . Thatcher >vas one of board members . 

In 1932 
- "\ ~ 

Thatcher rt\ign, il ;te~ to 1."ashin'""ton as the 

-~J'~~~ Vrl__.-
. ~~rs Union ahd the FamnErs National Grain Cmrporation. 

It uas in this manner that he became involved in 

farm organization dis cussions at the request of r~nklin D. Roosevelt. 

'{>~ ~ --~F~-U~ -M.,~O-..-./M{AJ:$,C -
The P!cs"i4Pnt-el~ told the major farm. groups that he would propose 

. Cf 
to CongrLss anything ~auld agree on as a program. 

'To-lhen the joint recommendations <hf the farm orgarub.zatians 

T.-~"ent to the President, one o f he sic;natu.res on the doc;ment lvas that 

of ::.1:r. Thatcher. 



of the Farmers National Grain Corpo ation, Thatcher lias one of the 

arChit cts o~ H. R. 3835 , the Triple · A Act of 1~33. 

This nas the bill which created the first wheat loan 

pro£;ram - - - fashione~ by the way J after the crop storage pattern 

lmich had been developed by the Farmers Union Term~ nal Association 

in Hontana and Nort.'l1 Dakota. 

T~s involved in the next several years in the 

development and legi clative strategy on many ot~ ~r lanrunark pieces 

of farm legislation, inclu inp; such things as cr0p insur ance and 

farm cr dit progf am improvements . 

~/ 
One o._ · !Mls t signi +': cant achisvements ras the 

adoptioJ? aft~r a three- year effort; of the ComW.dity Exchange "1.ct 

of 1937. This ·as thP Act which reg"latcd the excranges and assu-red 

co-operatives the rie;ht to membership . 

~~. 
About that time, '{) s~g&I I tpG l'i' , I k t.aat i;lle. 

Farmers National Grain Coporat~:-l:~:;~r/t;::~£ 
? ./l~u, . . 

ead to the need ~ )l'llfldc;m:x retain for farmers a co- operatl ve graln 



in vhich he outlined the procedur es f or regional grain marketing 

co- operatmves . 

President Roosevelt transmitted the Thatcher 111emo 

to Secretary 1~1allace 1d th the notation "l'R'J TO YORK nUTJ! ..... ii;iiiCJ t -vra.s -
woykcd out dld GTA was born on Uune 1, 1938, the day aftr r the 

Farmers National Grain Corporation ceased opration. That -..ms a 

r eat dey for a r riculture and GTA grPiV to be the great insti. tution 

that it is today. 

Of course , it was more than one man ' s f i ght - - - there 

1-1ere countless pioneers , countless t hinld.n(" farmLrs who jo ned 

Hr . Thatcher in this crusade . 

I have just mentioned a f ew of the highlights of the 

early years - -- I don ' -t want this tribute to Bill Thatchcir to be 

just a matter of looking backnard•. I have every reason to hope that 

some o f' his gr atest achievement s are still ahead . I am sure thay 

are . 



• 

But it ~ certai~ting to stop for a moment 

>-lhen a man has crossed tb.e thrshhold into the second half of a 

centwy of service and at least to say --- well done, '8ood and faithful 

servant . 

I Fant to be sure before I go further to pay my 

rc;spects to some other folks, some o t whom are here tonit:,ht ---

others vrho are not . 

I ant to single out nim Patton, Prcsi2ent of the 

National Farmers Union --- not only a great presiaent of yout 

national organization, but one of the great miss ionaries of the 

~:r Peace program, 

Ji:gt is not here at this banquet tab e tonight because 

he was needed at a meetin,-· of the International Federation of 

Agrictutural Producers beinc held this 1;eek in New Xealand. Jim 

is one of the senior statemman amen<: vorld agricultural leaders 

and they are goin~ into some v ery sensi tive questions i~ich affect 

I 

\ our American a~riculture --- questions like tl1e common agricultural 
\ 

policy of the Co"1T.lon Market . He is r orlcing on that difficult but 



/' 

tremendously important problem o expandinr; the world market for 

our farm products . 

I want to salute Eel Chris 1-.ianson, president of 

l'Iinnesota Farmers Union, and the chairman of the cxecut i_ve cornrrittee 

of National Fanners Union --- a man I can al1vays depend on to talk 

sense and to be of help . 

Then let me salure the ~guiding genius of t,he 

Farmers Union Central Exchange , the general manager Tom Steichen. 

I 1vrant to recognize my great colle agues of so many 

years --:l<ruly great statemmtn •tel bJ i®~ for mom Amt: rica can 

be gratef1.1l --- Secretary of Arriculture Orville L. Frt.o eman and 

my Senate collt- a c- ue Eugene J . McCarth}jr. 

I 1rant to say a word about the man 1-.>ho is goinrr to 

f olloH ~ me in t he tremendous privilege o: being able to s erve 

1llnnesota as a United State Senator 

I vrant ~o ack11ov-rledge the great and gr o1ring respect 

inwr~ch my colle ague Senator George MCGovern is held. And I want 

to exp- e ss my pf_rsonal d elicht at the ~ avalanche of votes ••hich 



have sent Senator Hike Hansfj eJd of Montana and Senator Quentin 

----
Burdick of North Dakot a to netl terms in the Senate . 

The Second GR.-:.AT HAN I 'ant to talk to you about 

tonight is President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

\-le have just~ President possessing 

tho~rare qualities of leadership and experience which these 

critical times so clsarly demand in a lGader of the u.s. 

The American pe ple knoN it talces a giant of a man 

to be the President of the United States . They know the presidency 

calls for unbounded strength and courage - - - the kind Lyndon B. Johnson 

displayed during the tragic and agon:izinc days just "'81!!!!!!1!& a year ago 1,Jhen 

our beloved John F. 1amnedy •·ras taken from us . 

Lyndon Johnson com.:'orted us , inspired us nd led us throueh 

the crisis . He set to work Hith patience and determination to carry 

for>iard the goals of the Nru Frontier . 

In -'-... he short time of his i'.irst ;rear in office his •·mrk 

with Congress has r sult(d in new heights of a ccomplishment . 



I look upon the Civi~~gh+ s Act of 1964 as the 

most import ant piece (b f ler,i ation adbpted by ~ 

t~e Con Tess in tmis century--- c rtainly, it is the ~reatest 

legislation with which I have had any major respohsibility in my 

1.6 yea:rs in the Senate . 

~onewe•s 1 1 -j R J.,; story 

referred to as the Conservation 

CongrAss of 1963-64 --- becatme (b£' the lc:mdmark laus in this field . 

"-..~/. 
It ~be ~alled the EDUCATION CO"GRFSS --- b ecause 

f 
of \ he achievements in a to hi~ education and vocational 

education. 

'-....~/ 
It ~deservedly be called the Eco.rrurc 

OPPORTUIJITY COrGRESS b e cause oi the anti-pov( rty program, the tax cut 

and other measures . 

Consi er, too, ti1e cott on nd vheat bill, the Food~i'or-Peace 

extension, bhe food sta p bill, the housin,... and ur:./ran ren:: v.ral act . 



Tr11ly 1e adership is mo e than - ords --- this is a 

recrb:bd of a "can-do" President --- stri vinc- to secure the 

ble .,sings of p ace, prob3perity and progress for every American 

fa..'11ily . 

As farmers, you OU<"'ht to be reassured that this man 

i~';:;;;,~·b~ years, No President in llllll\Y 

years has been closer to the soil than Lyndon Johnson. 

No President h s understood your problems better 

-- no lm:t:k President talks ynur kind of common sense like 

President Johnson. 

Let me quote ~u what he says abmut agricultu~e: 

Sp akinc here in the Ti·in Cities last June 28, he "'aid : 

'":IE CAN NEVER BF CGriTENT 1·IITH ANY'l1T-ING LESS THAN 

PAP.!TY 0? DJ.:.:OME AND "'ULL :?.AR7ICIPATION Dl 'i:HE GR AT 

SOCIETY FOR OUR FA..tr: FAI::!:LIES \liD THTIR lrn:GHBORS . 

,,,JE A...l=l.E GOING TO CONTINUE TO GIV'i TEE FARlr-R HIS 

RIC'rHTFUL PLACE AJID HIS P..F'-HTFUL SHARE IN .M1ERICAN 

SOCIETY. 11 



S~eakinE at DesVmines in early October, he said : 

"OUR GOAL IS PARITY 0:!<' INC011E FOR THE FARNER . 

\rJE A:-q_E MAKING PROGRESS T(JXA.':JDS I T AND E 1-liLL MAKE 

MOE FROGRESS BY GOING FORHARD , LIARNTim AS ~· 1'E GO, 

BUIIDING ON vJHAT \!JE HAVE DONE AIREADY • • • BUT 

ALL OF US \-JISH ~-JE HAD DONE BETTER. AND liTE ~JILL DO 

BETTER. i·JE lrJANT TO HAI\E TH::"".SE PROGRAHS • IORK EVEN 

BETTE.R. 11 

And -then, jus~recently iRx in a White House 

policy statement on agriculture , the President said : 

11PA..lUTY OF INCOI1E IS NOT ENOUGH. OUR GOAL IS HORE 

THAN 'IHAT --- IT IS Plill.ITY OF OPPORTUNITY "DR 

RURAL AH RICA IN THE BRO.JJEST 1-T• ANING OF THE 

TER11. II 



' 

It is cl~ ar that our ~ President is deeply aware 

of the real challenge of our time . vle must face up to the times in 

Hhich ue live and the world in 1-vhich 1-ve live . 

If our grPatest challenge is the survival of 

~JlA) 
freedom in the world,~then farm peo e must turh their thinking to 

the way in which they can make the greatest contribut;_on to' 'ards our 

entire national ~urpose . 

There must be a r~-a'-JakeninG in the rest of the nation, 

also, to the tremerrl ous role which Am rican farmers have in the 

quest of peace and freedom. 

Thdl.s broad-- r purpose must alHays be ours as 1re 

seek a just and la.sting p ace in the 1vorld and the Great Society 

at home . 
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