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Reel 1 000 HUZIRT H. HUMPHEREY: - Thenk you very much my dear and long time
devoted friend, Bill Thatcher. It's_very difficult for me to x//
address you as General Manager and these titles. "I prefer to
think of you, not only in your capacity as a great leader 15 our

stcte end nation, end a great leader of America's family farms
and America s -family farmers in the coop movement. b | 1§ke to
thirs of you just as my fried Bill, end that's what you've alvays

been these many, many years. (Applause)

Well, you've had so meny references to the honored guests and
perticipants in this program that possibly it would be redundant
on ny part to even state the names again, end for those that ;;/;
do not mention will you please forgive me because you have a;big
progrem shead. But let me ‘just say what a great pleasure it is
%o shere this platform once agein with the gentlemenr that is meking
a remarkeble neme for'himself &s the Governor of this sﬁate. I
like Kerl Rolvaag because Karl Rolvaag is a man of character, of-
strength, and of decision, and of good solid commnity purpose; and
- 026 he's demonstrating that in every dey of his public life as Governor



- 027 of this great state of Minnesota. (Applause) And less anybody

- 057

heve any doubt about it, he's 2 man of great independence. I've

been trying to get people to understand that, Kerl. I've nevér

been eble to tell him vhat to do, but he tells me what to do, and

nov he's going to tell Mondale what to do. He told him to go down

to Washington end be & United States Senator, and I think it's simply
wonderful that our Governor has seen fit to reach into his admin-
istration and teke one of his trusted allies, one of his most important
politicel officers, elected by the people of this state with an over=
whelming vote, and to meke him the Senator designeate of the state of
Mimesota. And I predict for you end to yoﬁ that Walter Mondale will
be a Senator thet everybody, regardless of party, can be justly
proud of, and I salute him tonight along with his fellow citizens.

(Applause)

My neighbor's here, George MhGévern. George, we Jjust seem to be ha#ing'
one reception after another. I picked George McGovern as my advance
man. Senator McGovern every'place I g0, t£;¥§ 's a reception and
there's McGovern. I believe he's taken on a new role, but I want

to tell you that this man has made his mark in Congress. And‘ge

has already demonstrated those qualities of leadership ﬁhlch endear
him to thg nation, not only to his state of South Dakota. And I°—
predict next election, George, thet the people of South Dekota are
going to see fo“it that you get the biggest majority that eny éenatbr
from that state ever had, and the farmers will be there tﬁﬂhelp you.

(Applause)
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- 058 Well, there are meny here that we shouldlnote. My friend the
Secretery has alrcady addressed you. We've been talking agri-
culture on the plane all the way out here. .And it was as Qrville .
said, a rather moving and drematic experience, at least personally,
for each of us when we sat there this afternoon in the Cabinet Room
at the White House with the President of the United States and
discussed the problems that.decept this nation and heard the reports
of the Cabinet Officers that are responsible for the programs of
this nation. I know for me fhat it was an experience that I shall
alwvays cherish. And I couldn't help but say to Orville that it
was somevhat like, only muchmre meaningful of course, then that
first time after he'd been elected Governor and we sat together
at a football game. I mention this because I remember when I
used to work to buy a ticket to get into the game to watch Orville
Freeman occasionally play in the game. And there we were both
sitting up in the Governmor's box. I don't know if the tickets

were free, but I got in for nothing. Possibly Orville arranged it.
And today there the two of us from Minnesota were in this Cabinet
Room of the greatest governmment in the world with the heaviest
responsibility of any government in the world and with the most
poverful man in public office than any country in the world, and

with truly a great president, our President Lyndon B. Johnson. (Applause)

Bill Thatcher told you that I've been here for sixteen years, and he's

- 097 rignt. Bill, I'm going to talk to you from here on out about my

i 7!
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- 098 vacations and this program because I recall one time when

- 1k

Mrs. Humphrey and I were in Moscow, that was 1558 after that.lﬁng
bout with Mr. Khrushchev. I'm heppy to say that I've lasted a little
longer then he has. (Laughter) I wesn't sure after that night, but
I recall that we flew ell the way home from that far aﬁay plaéé, I
recall that only two years-ago thaﬁ we weré in Mexico City attending
& meeting there, and I flew all the wayback from the warm climates
of Mexico éity into a blizzerd at Wold Chapberiin Afrport. And only
yesterdey you may have noticed by the pictures iﬁ the pé;ér,-no doubt, 3
that we were down in the Virgin Islands in the Caribean and lest any

of you want tb feel just a little moment of.refreshment, as if you're

on vacation, the temperature was about 85, the breezes were soft, if

any, the skies were blue, the water was warm and the fishing was great.
Yesterday we ceme to Baltimore, the Friendship Airport, last night to

our home in Washington, this morning at work. And later on this

afternoon Bill Thatcher said come home, Hubert; end I come home. (Applause)

Of course he had the Governor also tell me to come home, and I

got my orders.

Sixteen years ago, yes I remember very well. Just sixteen years ago

we discussed iﬂ this very hall the first outlines for the Food For Peace
Program, and three years later it became public law. Six years ago

we discussed in this hall the Peace Corps, and the possibility of

utilizing the great energy and idealism and the no-how and the spirit

3 of young Americans for peace in this troubled world of ours, and in 1961
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= 1l it vecame lav. We discussed from this platform the Possibility

one time of & ban on further testing on nuclear weapons. The

veer was 1959, and inthe year 1963 it beceme & treaty. Many

things have been talked gbout in these meetings. Many resolutions
have been adopted just as you've adopted them today during your
conference and your convention. And the thoughts and the discussions
and the resolutions of DPeople gethered together for only one burpose,
to make life more gbundant, more meaningful, more -richer,~more
beautiful. Those thoughts and those ideas and those resolutions

in due time, with Persistance of effort and dedication to burpose,
they have become reality. So it is 8ood to get together and to
think together, and +o Plan together and talk together. 1In fact,
there never was a time in the history of this nation wvhen it was
more important for Ppeople to talk to one another, to express openly
their views, to search for answers to ever-growing and changing
problems because the answers are not in Washington, the answers

ere not at the Uniteq Nations, the answers are not in the foreign .'

ministries or the chancellories or the palaces of the world. The

answers to our problems are in the minds of men, people all over
this world. And we who believe in the Democratic process must

find those answers amongst each other. e mist find them in the
Democratic way, through argument, through debate, through discussion,

through conventions, through resolutions, through peopie's actions.

- 183 So I love to come back here, if only for the purpose of just speaking

(=5=
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- 184 ny mind, if only Tor the purvose of once again after these mecetings

of heering you and talking to you, end when I go back to my desk of
reading as I have every year that I've been in public life the resol-
utions end the deliberations of this great GTA. ILet me say that your
Annual Report has been placed on the desk of President Trumen, or

going back further than that, of President Roosevelt, President Truman,
President Eisenhower, President Kennedy, and now President Johnson.

It is almost like a state paper for the Presidents of the United States.

(Applause) p '

lire Thatcher, in many ways we are celebrating-fy_anniversary. Tgié is
your fiftieth year. Think of it friends, look at him. Fifty };t;:afs of
devoted service to the farm families of the United States of America,
that's what Bill Thatcher represents here tonight.‘h(Applausg)_ e
350,000 farm fgmilies represented bf.this great organizatipn. I see
before me the Boardaf Directors, and I see my old friend Emil Ibrik;:f
Love him like a brother. We've known each other for years and years.

I see lr. Thatcher's strong right arm in this great oiganization Mr.
Dwayne Andreas. I know that ?his orgenization has served useful
purposes. It isn't just a cooperative in name. It is a cooperative

in the true meaning of the word. Bringing peéople together to co-

operate, bringing people together to meke themselves better, bringing

people together to meke America better, and let the record be clear

from this moment and from this platform. The Farmers Union GTA has
on its record only one thing to say, that it has alveys worked for the
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Public good end the public interest and the people of the United

Stetes of America. (Applause)

I think it should be knovn as this orgenization prospers, it doesn't
meie the board richer. It doesn't make M. Thatcher richer. It
doesn't meke anybody in terms of individual board member of officer
richer. All thet it means is that the farmer who is a member of é
commnity is just a little better off. And my friends of American’
business and American Lebor, that means that we're all beftar off
because_if there's ﬁny one thing we've learned it is that we need
each other, that we are inter-dependent, that we requipe one anoﬁher,
and that as each of us brospers, so does %hé other. 'That is the
lesson of this great organization and it is a lesson that is well

lesrned end well remembered. (Applause)

I've been through much with this organization. We've won together.

We've even lost occasionally. Ve have common purposes, and down

through the years we've worked together. I want to say to those thaﬁ

are here in public office that you'll never have to be ashamed of

your association with the people that are represented here in this

great auditorium. Never yill there be a request made of special interest.
Iever will there be a temptation of corruption. Never will there be a
demand made that isn't fair and reasonsble for the public good. How good
it is in this day end age of pressure and temptation to know that you

can be assoclated with a group and orgnniéation and individuals who

ask just one thing end only one thing. Decent, wholesome, reponsible,



2 I | - 2T% honoreble public service. That's all that we've ever been ask

for. (Applause)

We 'Ive been dedicated for many years for a fight in the fight for
vhe fulfillment of our convictions. We've never slackened in
pressing elways forward for social justice sy for equality of
economic and social opportunity or for the individual dignity.
The fulfillment of the meaning of dignity of men and we have. as

people and as organization been unceasing, relentless in the garch

"

for peace and for freedom. And I went to sey right now that those
of us that have been associated together in these efforts are not
going to slacken. We shall not waiver, nor shall ve a5 any way
retreat from the efforts of the past or the efforts that need to

be mede for tomorrow. (Applause)

I've been givena great privilege and a great honor. I was_elected

as the running mate of our great President to be the Vice-President

of the United States. I want you to know that I'm evermindful of

this responsibility, and I've even more minlful of that responsibility

today and equally determined ;o fully justify the competence of the

people, the competence of the President of the United States. - Yes the

competence of the people of this nation, urban and rural, who have by

their votes in this recent election expressed that confidence. And to

the utmost of my ability, I pledge here in the Presence of my neighbors

with God's help I shall not fail you in the fulfilliment of those maponsi‘bilities.,:

T~ 326 (Appleuse)
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= 327 Ve've Jjust gone through & great clection. One doesn't need to rchash

it, but I do think it is fair to say thet it represented a triumph for
the processes of Democracy in a world where Democracy is on trial. I
do think people found out that there are dangerous forces at work, even
in America. And I do believe that we were eble to demonstrate to the
world that there is a unity of purpose or at least a vast majority

of purpose in this American community. Above all, this election was

a2 Uremendous vote of confidence in the policies and the programs that
have guided this nation throughout the years and & tremendous voteof
confidence in President Lyndon Jchnson and the manner he has fulfilled
his constitutional responsiullity to protect the‘natiqnal security and

to promote the general welfere. (Applause)

This election was also a forceful rejection of men and women of lftle
faith, who have cast their doubts about the ability of the American
system %o adapt itself to change and the changing needs of our people.
But by the magnitude of its outcome, it should remove for all time any
doubt about the rightful role of a government of the people, by the
people, and for the people seeking to assert its constructive influence
towards the fulfillment of the‘aspirations of the people for all of the
veople. (Applause) And no where was this made more evident as the

Secretery of Agriculture stated so clearly than throughout rural America.

Every great farming area of this nation, ladies and gentlemen, gave a

tremendous vote of confidence to President Lyndon Johnson. The rural

- 385 people of America stood by.him. (Applause) Now I don't intend to imply

N



s B |

- 386 that this great out-pouring of rural support was necessarily in

endorsement of every policy in every program, past or present. But

I do look upon it as a massive repudiation of any thought of outright
abandomrient of the government's rightful role of extending a helping
hand tovards seeking greater equality of economic opportunity in rural
America, or for that matter, in any other segment of American economic
life, not sharing fully in the blessings of our progress and our
prosperity. And I cen assure this audience tonight, after having/spent
better than four hours with our president today, that the f;csident of
the United States is determined that the people of rural Americe will
share fully and equally in the great society that he invisions all of

us building together. (Applause)

Listen to whet our President had to say in a message to another great
organization just a few days ago, and I want to read from that message.
It's dated November 17. He says we seek more than parity income. We
seek parity of opportunity for rural America . in every easpect of our
national life. As I've traveled around the country, everywhere in the ;
Iidwest and the %cuth, in the great plains in the fer West, I found
rural people deeply troubied,‘not Just about farm income but abcmi;;
vhat 'is happening to life in rural America, thé‘lbss'of pobulatidh, the
out migration of young people'in the scarch of economic opportunity,,

the drying up of rural communities, the vacent stores, the inadequacy

of public servicea and facilities, and the lack of finaficial resources =~
- h35 to support them, the underemployment of the rural population, the hidden

=10~
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.Reel 1 - L35 ‘pocksts of rural poverty, and sometimes accompenying all of this

a sense of hopclessncés thet anything can be done about it. And

then our President went on to say this: "And these are the pledges

of this administration of ﬁhich I am a part and of which the Secretary
is & part, and which the Scnatbrs on this platform tonight will take

. part in and the Congressmen." Here is our pledge in the wﬁrds of

the President. Let us resolve here and now that something can be

done about it. We can create new jobs and new oppoftunity in rural
America. We can atteck and overcome the basic causes of rural poverty,g
‘ and we can see to it tyat rural commmities have an equal chance to

heve good schools, pure water, and good sanitation, and we can see to

it that the federal assistance of all kinds is just as readily availsble'
to the rural people as it is to the urben people. The American people
elected a Congress that will be, I think, responsive to the urgent needs
of rural America. "For my own pert; said President Johnson, "I shall

reke it my business to see that no service of the federal govermment

we shall have rural housing programs- that are equally effective. If
urban renewal programs are essential for our cities, then a rural re-
ncwval program is just as essential for rural America. Where we have
education or training or health or welfare programs they must be
adepted for rural as well as urban areas. The credit that is available
for urban bfinessmen and local.governmental units must be available for
rural areas as well. The disadvantage in educatidnal opportunities
vhich is all twmprevelent in rural America mist be corrected by the

- 488 combined efforts of state and local school districts, and the nation.

stops at the city lines. If we have urban and suburban housing programs, = .
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- 488 The President says these ore only a few of the things that must
be done, and when Congress convenes I shall be meking specific
recommendations with your help and your leadership, and your
dedication to rural America and the farm families, I know thé
goals thet we mutually share can be realized. Ladies and gentlemen
that is the commitment of the President of the United States who
comes from rural America, who knows of rural America, who has lived
in rurel America, and who appreciates the importence of rural America
being the very best part of America. (Applause) I'm silre you now -
realize how deeply I feel Iabout the vital importance of agriculture to

our economy. And We've discussed it again and egain.

The importance of our agricultural abundance as a tremendous national
source of natimnal strangth, tremendous national asset, economically
and strategically, and I want to say tat we can and we must make
greater use of that valuable asset, to 'petfer serve our national
objective to peace and prosperity. As we make better use of our

productive strmngth to assure the nation's consumers of abundance

in the market place, to strengthen our balance of payments broposition,

with expanded export earﬁings » and to achieve the foreign policy
ob,j;:ctives of peace and freedom. The entire nation must and will
recognize in turn the moral obligation of providing greater equality
of economic opportunity for the ninority of our population which is

rural. I say this because I believe that the Congress-ms: 'be/{rought

- 54T %o know that tis nation does have & vital stake in what happens in the

-12-
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- 548 days shead in rural America and whet happens to our farm people.

- 615

T ask this audience to ponder tonight what would have been the |
situation in the coming years if we'd have had no reserve of
food and fiber as we face one of the most serious drouths that
fmerica has faced in many sections of this nation in one hundred
vears. What would be the position of the free world today in

a nation of over four hundred million people,  such as India, if

The Secretary of Agriculture, Mr. Freemen end the President of

N

the United States were not able to say to that government as we
have that there is an abundance of wheat, of food and fiber for
your fee government to withstend the temptation of Communist
infiltration end Commnist tekeover. Mark my words, were it not
Tor food and fiber today, India would be like Commnist China.

Gone (Applause)

I say this because I am of the opinion that we take these blesaings
for granted. We complain of the cost. We critize our Secretary.
We critize our farmers, and yet we never seem to realize that it
was tﬁe wheat producers of this great Mid-west and this very co-
operative right here, that screped the bottom of the bins of their
farms and of their warehouses at the end of World War IT to keep

Burope from starving to death at the end of the war in 19%49. (Applause)

Why in the little commrity of Climax, Minnesota, if I'm not wrong, a
small rural commnity, a great decision was arrived st to save Europe
from frustration, to save it from destitutioﬁ, and to save it from

Commnism. And let me say that a bushel ofiwheat did more to push back
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Commmunism than all the Birchites put together for a thousand years.

(Applause)

5o it 1t entirely proper that we celebrete or that we dedicate ourselves
as a nation to freedom from hunger. Fredom from hunger. The best fed
people in thke world, privileged to live in the best nation in the

world. A people that have been blessed by a divine providence. A

soil that has been blessed by unbelievable productivity. A netion

that has been blessed by science end technology. This mighty nation,

my dear fellow Americans, has a spitital and moral obligation to wage -

wvar on hunger. That's what we're here for. (Applause)

And thank goodness that our President is in the front line of this
Tight, and he has directed his officers, his Secretary of Agriculture
and his Secretary o# State and his aid administrator and our old
friend here Herb Watters, and Dick Reuter of the Food For Peace
administration. He has directed these stalwart soldiers of freedom .
to wage this war against hunger. We participate in the United Nations,
Tfood end agriculture organizations, and we give it real leadership.
Tlo nation in history has done more than our America in wiping out
hun.er in vast areas of the world, and it's right end proper that

our farm families feel goéd about it, and be humbly proud. And
might I-say yet though we've done all of this that we've barely
scratched the surface.of meeting 'I:.he real needs of the vast ayas

of the world.

<1k



Reel 1 - 686 Orville Freeman said only recently that if this America seeks to
lend somebody on the moon, how meny hundred thousend miles away,
over three hundred thousend. And yet here is the earth with only
25,000 miles in diameter, and we are still trying to find out how
to distribute food to the far away places. Any nation that thinks
it can land men on the moon in a space capsule and return them to
America in the same week ought to be gble in the next four years

to find a way to get food to hungry people. (Applause.)

-

Today only one-third of mankind has available and adequate diet.
Almost two billion people, two-thirds of the human race, subsist

on lean diet, short in proteins, fats and calories. In fact,
onc-third of the people eat two-thirds of everything that is produced,
and I want to say as the great Holy Father, Pope John said, that in

a world where thae is constant want, there is no peace. Peace is
more than treaty and peace is more than military power, important

as it is. Peace is more than alliances, and it is morethan

stations or just enunciation of doctrines. DPeace comes wheﬁ mankind

feels that he can live in harmony with his neighbor. And a hungry

man is a desperate one and a sick one. And & hungry nation is likewise,

desperate, intolerant and eggressive. Ve have at our hands’ my fellow SN

Americans, powerful tools for good. Ve have science and technology,
and éealth and brainpower. We have machines and money.. We have power
itself. We have food; And sbove all we have a sense of justice. So

- TT4 I sey thet we must put all of it to work. The truth is that looking only
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five years ashecad as I witnessed and exemined the report of oﬁr

ovm Depaivicnt of Agriculture on the food needs of the world,

thet the situation may be well worse than it is today. Food shortages.
are menkinds problems, not food surpluses. And those food shortages
will continue to mount unless we do something about them. And

we are doing something about them. And we can close the food gap.

I you'll get as excited about closing the food gap as we were

about closing the missile gep, we'll close it and we'll do some-

ting constructive for humanity. (APPLAUSE) - 2

Ve can do this as our spokesmen for-agriculture has said. And

Orville I went to cormend you for your ﬁourage in this area. He's
been taking the messege of this use of food all over the world.

He's been fighting for you, for your exports, for your merkets. He
fought for you this morning. I was there. To try to see to it

that American agriculture is permitted to go to work to do the

job that we can do so well to produce and to get its goods into

the channels of trade. To help people who want to help themselves.

How cen we meet this food gap? Well, quickly we can do it by a
combination of the skillful uée of our own food abundance. It's going
to require some modifieations of the Food For Peace Law. We can't just
depend on accidental gurplus."What kind of a military assistance program
do you think we have, ladies end gentlemen? What kind of allies do you
think we'd have if we just depended upon wﬁat we had left over as
compared to what we really need. iMere wouldn't be any NATO. There




Reel 1 - 876 wouldn't be eny free world today if we just depended upon the old

N e

guns that we had left over. , o A

Reel 2 = 000 low, we planned military 'prod.uction. We look shead and rigﬁtly'so. ;
So maybe we ought to have a more skillful use of the potentié.l
abundance of this country end e ought ‘to meke syailsble and we are
doing it 1b}u:l: we can do more of it with .'ynur helﬁ, ‘bec_hnic_al ]:ﬁnowhow
we know how to. do the job, this can be done but not only by g;er-
nment it ought not be done by government, it ought to be done by our
cooperatives, it ought to be done by our free trade. I am one. tlaf
these people who believes that we- ought to turn loose upon the whole
free world and upon the commnist worid, if you please. Turn loose
upon them Americean business, American farmers and American teacheré.

Iet our people go and bring the message of this country to the world.

I want to tell you that we have a story to tell that they don't dare
listen too. Oh, what & wonderful story we could tell them, those
miserable failures in Agriculture behind the Iron Curtain. What one
good cooperative could do there, just one but they don't let them
have it. What one good grain merchant could do to show them how to .
conduct some grain business. ILet me say right now what is needed in
agriculture, in agri business. Iet us get it clear, I don't know if
anyone is going to like this or not, but we simply must get our farm
groups working together and you got to call a halt of the fight between
the private and the cooperative, you got to get them working together.
Because you are a minority and if you don't work together, somebody is

-035 going to work you over and nobody can stop it, so join together now.

1Y
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- 035 I conclude on this note. When we talk sbout closing the food gape

in the free world, somebody says, "Oh, there he goes again." I

know, I hear my critics, they are loud and clear. Iﬁ is good that

you know your critics end it is good that you hear from them be-
cause it does ' keep you on the line and on +the beam. And I know °
that it cost money to operate any program and I am fully mindful of
the tremendous burdens of this government. I will be evermore mindful

of it them. I served 16 years in the Senate. I served on the Ap-

1 pripriations committee and I can tell you that the Congress df the

United States was even more frugal then in the last session of

Congress was then the Executive branch itself. And thie_year we

will frugal again. We will do our very best éo keep down these cosfa
because people have to pay for them. But people have to asks them-
selves what does it cost not to take of something. What does it

cost to lose your farm, whet does it cost to lose your cooperative

not what it cost to keep it. We have to ask ourselves these questions
and then be reasonable in our answers. But I found out from our
Department of Agriculture that the free world nutrition deficit measured’
in the cost of food‘pro?ucté is estimated at about 2 billi;;§£undred.
million dollars. .NQW'coﬁpared to our productive capacity, thié gep
becomes relatively modest in its dimensions. For exéﬁple,~during-the:
last fiscal year,.we exﬁorted alﬁost a fecord Qf 6 billion dollars in
food commodities. The free world deficit of 1970 would be equal to
less than half of our total exports. Iﬁ-ﬁoﬁid-bérﬁoséible/far s e
American‘agr;pult;re alone to meet this deficit:if vé Just used ome- -

— - v 1
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fourth of our agriculture capacity that is now idle. Iet that sink in.
If the food deficit countries could raise their technical capacity
this could also contribute to closing the gap. In a combined wey,
with the food deficit countries improving their technical efficiency
and if we using some of our idle resourses, the free world gap could
definitely be closed in less than 6 years. What an achievement that

would be for the free world.

So ledies and gentlemen let's make the abolition of hugger the goal

of democracy. It can be the crowning glorj of our century. Abraham
Lincoln proclaimed the Amancipation Prom;mation. He banished once

and for all from this America, at least, by promixation second-class
citizenship. It was one hundred years later that the Congress of the
United States took legislation action to make the promise of -

Abrsham Lincoln a reality. I have been proud folbe the fore leader

in the Senate of the United States to carry out the promise of

Abreham Iincoln in the 20th century under the leadership of John Kennedy
and Lyndon Johnson in the civil rights act of 1964. The year 1965 can.
sece, and I think it will, this government to declare to the world '

a new doctrine éf amancipation, the doctrine of l965,lfreedom from
hunger and we don't intend to wait a 100 years to carry it out. In-
deed, we can do something ebout it, Senator-elect Mondale and Senator
McGovern, we can do something about it in 100 days in the first

session of the 89th Congress. I say to those essembled herg;/halp =
us. Help us, by understending the problems that this natién faces.




Reel 2 - 128 ~ Help us by talking to your Congress, sbout the urgent necessity of
the pursued of peace. Help us by asking your Congress to give more
attention, if you please, to this war on poverty. Because poverty
in the land of the rich is a sin. It is not only economically wasteful
it morally unjustifable end we need to rage war on this sin of our
times and hunger in the world of the 20th Century, a hunger that
can be satisfied by a little more effort on our part and by a little
more application of science technology, hunger and famine that curse
the vast sections of human kind. That kind of hunger can not be P

tolorered and man kind feel that they have lived a moral ’life.

It seems to me instead of the preachments therefore of morality

what we need is to practice human decency. Compassion, yes , charity,
yes, but above all, opportunity. I think the world wants but one
thing, it wants the privilege of being able to do something for itself.
And we are given the privilege of helping people today, to help
themselves and what greater blessing can come to a nation or to a
generation_ than to know that we can be the teachers, to know that

we can be the doers of good things, to know that we can be the peacén ;

makers, to know thé.t we cen be the warriers in the best war that

——,

man ever fought. The war against pestilence, the war against. poverty, | :
the war against disease and t‘hel'war against want. I say to -thié ;
audience, we can win that war, we can win it and we can win it quickly
end we can win it decisively and we can have nev,allies every year -

if we but have the will to do it. And I come to this audience tonight
to tell you that your Preident hes .that will and his Vice-President

has that wi:'l.-l--an-d we the people of:America must have that will. WE

-196 ask your help. Thank you. Sty _
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I want to warn you right off that they haven't let

MJ/M ) mef make a speech in two weeks and I'm raring to go.

I want to tell you its wonderful to come home again,
Tts wonderful te be face to face with so many of you and to thank you
personally for that great endorsement you gave to Fresident Johnson,

It was an unprecedented vote of confidence personally
for the Fresident,

Q:?L‘_"" You know, ther talk aboub the coat-tail effect ==
how the head of the ticket sometimes carries men along with him into
victory., Well he did, and I'm thankful,

Every fowr ycars befoepe the national conventions there
ig speculation about how to choose the vice presidential nominee =---
about wo might belance up the ticket -=-zecgraphically or obtherwise =--
and add votes,

0 The President hes made his own ststements about why

he degired me as the Vice Presidential candidate, Just the same there
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wag some talk in early surmer that if the President chose me it would
be because he wanted to carry the midwest,

I know his reasons weren't that simple or thab
localized, but let me confess Just the same that on =lection nicht
there was#'t anyonemore interested than myself in those midwestern
returns,

I had criss-crossed the midwest several times during
the two months of the campaign, So I watched the election rrsults rather
eagerly --- because I certainly hoped I hadn't hurt his chances.

Now this happens to be the 13th +ime I am sp eaking
at your convention, In 1952, I addrec=sed one of your afternoon sessions
and you had Senator Frank Carlson of Kenass as your dinner speaker,

In 1953, Senator Milton Youns of Nor'h Dakota and I
shared the honors at the dinner and I have had the privilege of
coming back ev@ri} year sinces

Each one of these times that we have been able to break bread
together at one of these GTA dinners has been a thrill to me, A few

ctand out more than others,
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1953 === this was the year I proposed the Farmers
Bill of Richtse

1957 —--= I used this very restrum to propose the creation
of an office of a PEACE FOO" ADMINISTRATOR =~-- which was the kind of
concept we how have in the Food=for-feace program,

1958 ~~- that was the year I cam here directly from

reporiine at the White House on my conference with Mr. Kruschchev,

’}I mght say that if Mr. K had had a little better success with his

agriciltural programs --~ and had not had to go to the free world

for wheat ~-- he might still be in o’fice, But, for all the studying

vwhich the Communists 7id of U.S, agric lture, they have never seemed

to tumble to the fact that it is the family farm system which is the key

to our success,

1959 === I proposed the family farm prosram development

acts.

1961-==~ I urged that the most imnorbant thine we could do

for Lat'n Amprican nations was to share our co-dperative know-how with



il

But, I don't want to take more time just indulging in

recollections of my own or in talkins atout iy own views on

agricnlture, We understand each other well enough, I hope,

I want to talk to you tonisht atout TWO GREAT }EN,

The first great man I want ¢t talk sbout is Bill Thatcher.

—

——

I want to do this not only because he has been such a
valued friemd amd such a great influence in my life and career, but
because he has been a great influence in American agriculture,

This is his S50th year serving co-operatives and farmers

and I want to pay my tribute to what thic man has stood for and what he has
achicved ==— not only in the development of GTA but in what he has done
for agriculturi/as a whole,
Bill Thatcher came to Minnesota from his native Indiana in
1909, He waz an accountant by profession, One of his accounts was
a flour mill at Osceola, Visconsin. It was in financial trouble and he was
asked to take owér the management, He did and he put ikback on a payine basis
In 191k, he was asked to audit the boolf of the Houity

Comoperative Exchange. In 1922, when the Equity wl=iammlby was driven into



rpceivr.:rship,Mas asked to take over the management, This

he did with the understanding that it was to be an operating
receivership, not a liguidating receivershirc,
During his years as an awlitor and managet, he had
cospalie
some chances to make important observations abog ’heA ain marketing
system and what it would take to make it succe-sful.
He had observed with interest the campaipgn of the
National Farmers Union in 1916 for the federal farm loan act and
for federal reserve loans on the security of crops in bonded storage.
wons U
He vratched the Aorgmn the postwar credit
crisise He and his associates concluded that to have successful
marketing co-operatives it would be necessary to have an educational
organization and from what he and his associates could see amons the

then existing farm organizations, the Farmers Union came tacidmooct

clesest to this ideal,

C ek CHAR LES

vorked together in the corn-belt cormittee in 1928 which began to

make the case for cost of production for fammers,



In 1926, the recrganized Equity Co-operative Exchange
became the Farmers Union Terminal Association and it was in 1928 teat—
e this new organization carried on the tinecan campaign which
brouzht in =amples rom 50,000 @el farmers of the northwes and
lauwnched the practice of paying premiums on wheat for protein content e
SomEHNG Lt HA?S MEA’#’T’M’LLN‘JS % ADDEI}'/N{O%E ‘Eﬁﬁfﬂfﬁ,&
Farmers Union Terminal Association in 1929 became part
of the quasi-goverrnmental grain marketing agency, the Farmers National

Grain Borporation, C.'s Huff, president of National Farmers Union,

jmemaxw became the president and Mr, Thatcher was one of bosrd members.
I R Cﬂ#ﬂ,(
In 1932@%-@@% 1 to Washin-ton as the

' Ll
\% Union ahd the Famers National Grain Cérporation,
It was in this mamer that he became invelved in Hse

farm organization dkscussions at the request of}.;r-mkiin D. Roosevelt,

MM fao-od{w i 7,4 /-‘dw-_(/nml% Frarseond K A L4

e e

The trossdant=riesd told the major farm groupsythat he would propose

4o Congress anything M/could agrce on as a Program,
When the joint recommendations &f the farm organhzations
=

went to the President, one of ~he siznatures on the document was thab

of ¥M.,W. Thatcher.



CeE. Huff

of the Farmers National Crain Corporation, Thatcher was one of the
archit cts of H.R. 3835, the Triple-A Act of 183%,

This was the bill which created the first wvheat loan
program --= fashioned, by the way,after the crop storage patiern
which had been developed by the Farmers Union Terminal Association

in Montana and N¥orth Dalkota,.

’/"’-
~“Thatcher was involved in the next several years in the

development aé legi<lative strategy on many other landmark pileces
ol farm legislation, inclu’ing such things as crop insurance and
farm credit progfam improvemsnts.
Cne cé\ d:e ndst signif cant achievements was the
adoption after a three-year effort,_, of the Commtdity Exchange ict
\. of 1937, This «as the Act which regnlated the exchanges and assured
co-operatbtives the right to membership,

A

About that time,

FParmers Wationd Grain Coporation

2. 7%

fal 6 the need 98 ¥ekiamx retain for farmers a co~operative grain




s

marke “ing sgrstem,‘-‘ﬁzhehf.r wrote his now famous memorandum to
in which he outlined the procedures for rezional grain marketing
co-operatiives,

President Roosevelt transmitted the Thatcher memo

to Secretary Wallace with the notation "IRY TO OEK {?UTG’,'_MTt was

—
wovked out and GTA was born on #une 1, 1938, the day after the

Farmers National Grain Cornoration ccased opration, That was a

~peat day for agriculture and GTA grew to be the great institution

that it is today,

Of course, it was more than one man's fight =-- there

were countlsss pionecers, countless thinking farmers who jo ned

Mr. Thatcher in this crusade,

I have just mentioned a few of the highlights of the

early years =-- I don'*t want this tribute to Bill Thatchdr o be

just a matter of looking backwards., I have every reason to hope that

some of his greatest achievemengs are still ahead, I am sure thay

ares



But it e ceptainly Yi ting to stop for a moment
when a man has crossed the thrshhold inte the second half of a
century of service and at least to say --- well done, gr-od amd faithfl
servant,

I want to be sure before I go further to pay my
respects to some other folks, some of whom are here tonight ===

others who are not.

/‘ I want to single out ¥im Patton, Fresident of the

National Farmers Union =~= not only a great president of youb

national organization, but one of the great missionaries of the
Tood for Peace programs.
Jim is not here at this banquet table tonight because
/ he was needed 2t a meeting of the International Federation of

/ Agricultural Producers being held this week in New Zealand, Jin

is one of the senior stalbesman amon- world agricultuaral leaders

. _ ard they are zoings into some very sensitive questions which affect
our American agriculture --- questions like the common agriculbtural

policy of the Cormon Market, He is vorking on that difficult but



tremendously important problem o expanding the world market for
our farm products.

I want to salute Ed Chris‘ianson, president of

—
—_—

Minncsota Farmers Union, and the chairman of the executive committee
of National Farmers Union --- 2 man I can always depend on to talk
sense and to be of help,

Then let me salure the commgx guiding genius of Lhe

Farmers Union Central Exchange, the general manager Tom Steichens

I 'want to recognize my great colleagues odé 50 many

a
years --7/‘(,r*.11;r great statemngn & g for wom America can

be cratefnl --- Secretary of Arriculture Orville L. Frceman and

my Senate colleacue Eugene J. Mclarthy,

L

I vant to say & word about the man who is goins to

follow ¥x me in the tremexdous privilege of being able to scrve

(D
Minncsota as a United State Senator ——- Walter TJ)Mondale,

-
I want o acknowledge the great and growing respect

in which my collcarue Senator George MCGovern is held, And I want

- —

to express my prrsonal delicht at the xgeex avalanche of votes which
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have sent Senator Mﬁ-&lﬂ of Montana and Senator Quentin
—

At — —

Burdick of North Dakota to new terms in the Senate,

The Second GRFAT MAN I want to talk to you aboud

tonight is President Lyndon B. Johnson,
W
We have just a President possessing
tho& rare gqualities of leadership and experience which thesd
erittcal times so claarly demand in a lcader of the U.S.

The American pe ple kneow it takes a giant of a man
. o0 be the President of the United States. They know the presidency
calls for unbounded strength and courage =-- the kind Lyndon B. Johnson
displayed during the tragic and agonizing days just emsb a year ago when
our beloved John F. }\mnedy was taken fram us.

Lyndon Johnson comforted us, inspired us =nd led us through
the orisise He set to work with patience and determination to carry

forward the goals of the New Frontier,

In the short time of his first year in office his work

. with Congress has rigulted in new heights of acoomplishment,



I look upon the CiviliRizhts Aet of 196l as the
most important piece &f legi-ation adépted by ook

the Conress in this century --- ¢ rtainly, it is the csreatest
legislation with which I have had any major respohsibility in my

16 years in the Senate,

be referred to as the Conscrvation
Congress of 1963=bll === because &f the landmark laws in this field,
It\q%e salled the EDUCATION COICRESS === because
of ‘he achievements in aid to highgr education and vocational
aducarion.
i |
It deservedly be called the ECON"MIC

OPPORTUNITY CONCRESS because of the anti-povirty program, the tax cut
and other measures.

Consi‘ery too, the cotton =nd vheat bill, the Foodwfor=-Peace

extension, bhe food stap bill; the housinr and urﬁm rencwal act,



Truly leadership is mo“e than vords === this is a

recdrd of a "can-do" President —-=- striving to secure the

blessings of prace, pro@sperity and prozress for every American

family,

As farmers, you ourht to be reassured that this man

No President in many
years has been closer to the soil than Lyndon Johnson,
No President h s understood your problems better
== no ¥mik Pregident talks your kind of common sense like
Fresident Johnson,
Let me quote foe=wmu vhat he says abdut agriculbures
Spraking here in the Tun Citles last June 28, he -aid:
JE CAN NEVER BE CONTENT WITH ANYTVING IESS THAN
PARTTY OF INCOME AND FIILL PARTICIPATION IN THE GREAT
SOCIETY FOR OUR FARM FAMTLIES AND THEIR NIGHBORS,
WE ARE GOING TC CONTIHUE T0 GIVE TH FARMCR HIS
RIGHTTUL PLACE AND HIS RICHTFUL SHARE IN AMERICAN

SOCIETY, "



SPeaking at DesMoines in early October, he saids
"OUR GOAL IS PARITY OF INCOME FOR THE FARMER,
WE ARE MAKINCG FROGRESS TOWASDS IT AND "E WILL MAKE
MO E FRQCRESS BY GOING ORARD, IUARNING AS WE GO,
BUIIDING ON WHAT WE HAVE DONE AIRFADY , , . BUT
ALL 0¥ US WISH WE HAD DONE BETTER, AND WE WILL DO
BETTER, WE WANT TO MAKE THUSE FROGRAIS 'ORK EVEN

BETTIR,®

And then, jus§.: recently o in a White House
policy statement on agriculture, the President said:
"PARITY OF INCOME IS NOT ENOQUGH, OUR GOAL IS MORE
THAN THAT ==w IT IS PARITY OF OPPORTUNITY TOR
RUEAL AM-RIUA IN THE BRO/DUST M:ANING OF THE

TERI B n



It is clear that our sesat President is deeply aware
of the real challenge of our timé, We must face up to the times in
which we live and the world in which we live,

If owr greatest challenge #s the survival of

anfat 1,
freedom in the world,/\then- farm peorle must turh their thinking %o
the way in which they can make the greatest contribubion towards our
entire national purpose,

There must be a ra~-avakening in the rest of the nation,
also, to the trememlous role which American farmers hawe in the
quest of peace and freedom,

Thas broader purpose must always be ours as we

seek a just and lasting prace in the world and the Great Society

at homee
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