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The following is an address by Vice-President Elect
Hubert Humphrey at the Amerilcan Jewish Committee Dinner in
honor of Mr, Arnold Grant, held at the Americana Hotel,
Tuesday evening, November 24, 1964,
VICE-PRESIDENT ELECT HUBERT HUMPHREY: It'!s a rare
privilege and honor to chair this program tonight, to be a
part of 1t, and I must say that I am particularly pleased to be
here because of your Guest of Honor, Arnold Grant, one of the
outstanding citizens not only of your community, but I think
one of the finest and most generous, talented citizens of our
country.
And, Arnold, I want to thank you for your speech this
evening., I gather that the only reason that I am to be on the
program at all now after what you've said, since you gave the
message, 1s that it's printed on the program and the new
pdministration must be frugal and prudent; therefore, we'll use
1t, and I'm here to speak.
Truly, it's a privilege to be with Arnold and his
lovely wife, Bess, and to be here as a friend and, in a sense,
as an ally and a participant in the work of The American Jewish
Committee.

This Committee, this group, what it does for our

eountry. I wish that somehow or another tonight I could speak




for every American, in fact, for every person, because then I
could really adequately express the gratitude and the appreci-
ation of this nation and a people who love freedom and who
appreciate the meaning of human dignity. The American Jewish
Committee says thaf human relations is the crucial need of our
time. Human relations is the crucilal need of all times, and
this Committee and those of you that participate in it know it,
and you act on it.

Now, I don't want to be too serious right away, and |}
want you to know that I am mindful of all of the adménitions
that have been given, I'm even mindful of some that haven't
been given tonight., I know that a Vice President 1s supposed
to be occasionally seen and seldom heard; that will be the
test of character for Hubert Humphrey, I gather, [Loud
laughter and applause ]

I also want you to know that I am mindful of the
admonition that was related once again that is attributed to
my wife--and I think she did rea;ly think that one up all by
hereself--that my speeches need not be eternal to be immortal,
I seek no ilmmortality tonight, and I do not intend to keep you
here eternally,

I have, however, just a few things I want to say

about the Toastmaster, because he deserves to be worked over a




€

little bit (laughter]; he's just a refugee from the political
wars, He has a few wounds yet to be healed; others that
could be scarified a bit, and I shall try to do that, The
Senator from California says how long do we call him Senator,
Well, Senator, as one that'!s served in that body for sixteen
years, I can assure you that you will be called Senator from
here on out. You will have every prerogative of the United
States Senate save two--or three, I should say: the right to
speak, the right to vote, and the right to get paid.
[Iaughter] Other than that you have all of the privileges:
You have the privilege of coming into the Senate chamber at
any time and being addressed as Senator, You have the
privilege of occupying a seat in the Senate chamber when there
1s room and the seats when others are not there, [Iaughter]
You have the privilege of attending joint meetings of the
Congress, speclal meetings. You have the privileges of free
haircuts. [Iaughter] You have the privileges, may I say, of
the reducing formula in the Senate baths, You have every
privilege; in fact, you have all the privileges of a vice

president, [Iaughter]
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I'd won. It seems to me like the-helr came out just as well as

I don't know what yogfre_cgmplaining about; I thought

I did, only he's now have a little more opportunity for what I




would call personal freedom than the Vice-President Elect,

I might add that a vice president does docone or
two things that you may not be given the opportunity to do.
I preside over the Senate, and I will be permitted to vote in
cagse there's a tie, which, of course, is a dubious honor.
[Iaughter] A nice way to lose every friend you have.
[Iaughter]

I, too, get free haircuts; they expect me to tip
a little better than you do, [Iaughter] And all these other
1little gratuities and privileges and pleasures that come along
with being a Senator.,

But you tell your children that even at the age of
21 that you insist upon having the honored title of United
States Senator., And I wonder how many of you realize that
Senator Salinger not only has that title but I can say once
again from this podium that he not only had the title but he
worec it with honor and distinetion, and it is,without trying
to be too political or partisan--it is a real sad moment in
my life that he was not returned to the United States Senate.
Disaster did strike, but not for you, Senator; for many others.

But I want to give you a word of encouragement,
You said disaster struck. Well, it hit old Hubert a couple of

times too, you know; but live to rise again, Pierre}!
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[Iaughter and applause]

And I noticedtonight, and I took it down because
I thought this was the big news of the evening, as far as
a politician is concerned--he says, "I'll go back to
California and try again!" Now, if there's a newsman in the
house, you ought to get that one. [Applause]

I am really quite amazed that the evening has been
so successful. ﬁ've been sitting over here alongside of my
friend Fr;h;fzibian and Harry Gould and they both saild to me,
"Every time we eat with you 1t costs more and more and more,
Hubert!" But I d;dnft know that we'd missed anybody, and I
want Newt [unigkeiiléigle word] to know that we'll be around
to see you. We have a deficlt,

But you've set a mighty fine example for others
that may have forgotten, and I thought I ought to get that
plug in, too. [Iaughter]

As I proceed in my remarks this evening, may I
assure you that if you wish to intérrupt, if you forgot to
respond to the call, to the clarlion call of Andrew Goodman,
don't you hesitate to stand up if the spirit moves you and
make a contribution during the remarks of Hubert Humphrey.
[Iaughter]

I don't quite know how to conduct myself tonight,
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because I'm really a Senator, and yet I'm not, The Governor
went ahead in Minnesota and appointed a Senator-designate.

I told the gentleman out there that was appéinted that I wanted
a ruling from the Attorney General of my State as to whether
or not I could be Senator and Vice President at the same time.
And since he was the Attorney General, he sald "No," since he
got the nomination to be United States Senator.

I'm not the Vice President, and apparently nobody
really thinks I'm the Senator, I guess that I'm just here,
as an old friend, [Applause! N

Buf after hearing Judge Rif;ind present and intro-
duce--really not introduce; Jjust present Arnold Grant, I know
that the best men don't run for office, And, Judge, if you
ever want a head-shrinker--and that'!s what- you were talking
about--why don!t you go see Mrs, Humphrey? She knows how to
do it on me whenever I get out of hand [laughter], and I don't
even have to walt to have myself become the honored guest of
an evening; it can just happen any time, and it does.
[Iaughter]

This is an opportunity for us, in a few moments
now, to think through why we are really here, I'm here for
two or three reasons. First of all, I told you I'm here

because I applaud the work of this Committee. I can't imagine




what America would be like had this Committee, through its
many years--I think it's 58 years of activity-~had this
Commlittee not been with the American people, Because this
Committee has put life and meaning into the words "human
dignity." It's really been in the vanguard of the fight to
make human dignity more than a phrase, So I know why I'm
here, because really the central issue of our day is not
productivity, not automation; it's not even war or peace,

The central issue of the day is whether or not, with all that
we have and all that we hope to be, that we can give meaning
to our lives so that this concept of human dignity, which is
essentlally a spiritual concept, becomes a reality to all the
millions and millions of God's children,

I'm here tonight, too, because friends asked me to
come, and, quite frankly, I had not intended to be on any
public platform for several weeks., I had made a commitment
to speak to some of the people in rural America, and I did.

I kept that commitment about a week ago, less than a week ago,
and I spoke then on the new Emancipation Proclamation of our
time, freedom from hunger, physical hunger,

Tonight I think we could speak on freedom from
another kind of hunger--freedom from intolerance, and freedom

from bigotry, and freedom from prejudice.
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And I'm here because I believe that that freedom, or
this freedom of dignity, can be realized and not only do I
think it can be, but let me tell you quite frankly that while
Mrs., Humphrey and I were vacationing in the Virgin Islands--
and Morris knows this to be true, because I had once sent a
message that said I couldn't come; I was tired--a little Wt,
anyway, after some work for the last couple of months. I heard
from others on this platform--my friend, Ralph, here, Frank,
Morris, Marvin Rosenberg down the line here, and several wrote
to me, And I said, "I don't think I can come,"

And then let me tell yéu that none other than the
President of the United States said, "Hubert, I wish you would
go, because this is a very, very important meeting, and they're
doing the work that we talk about doing and that we want to do
in the fulfillment of the great society."” I don't think you
could have a greater honor paid to you than the man, whoever
he may be--and in this instance one of your dear friends and
one whom you've supported generously--that the President of the
United States thought this meeting was important enough so that
he made a personal request that at least his running mate and
his friend and his partner and his Vice-President Elect come
here, And so I come because I wanted to, I come because I

believe, and I come because the President of the United States




thinks this is important business. [Applause]

When I haw 1listened this evening to the generous
response of so many; so many of you here I should like to
select, select out for a word of thanks, Can I just quickly
say 1t for myself--thank you for all you've done for so many
of us. Thank you for what you've done for those of us in
public 1life, Thank you for what youtre doing now for the
education of the American people.

This is a moment of victory. Arnold told us
tonight of many of the great victories, Everybody seems to
be going around nowadays--not everybody but many, and with a
note of despain they think things are going from bad to worse.
I want to say that in the past fifty years--or can I make it
even in the last generation, this past generation--surely
since the 1930!'s we'tve made amazing progress both in the
economic and social frontiers. Only within these last few
years, as was cited here tonight, when you can get over a
hundred nations trying to ban nuclear testing, when you can
have a great republic such as this with many different peoples,
with many prejudices that are engrained deeply, to stand up
and say as almost one people that we'll have only first-class
ccitizenship; there will be no second-class citizenship.

And to be a citizen of America is the highest honor that can be
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paid to anyone, and we don't need to describe it any further--
Just citizen,

When things like that can happen in our time, I
say there's a lot of good news. And then, as was indicated
tonight, when the Ecumenical Council can in a sense really
affirm or ratify a decree relating to Christian~Jewish,
Catholic~Jewlish relationships--yes, Christian-Jewish relation-
ships, such as has been cited here tonight, this i1s not only
good news, but it's a new day, a whole new epoch, because as
has been sald, you don't win this battle against prejudice and
diserimination and against the distortion of history by
swatting the mosquitoes but by rather attacking the swamp,
And that's what'!s been done,

Now we have just gone through a day, about two
days ago, a great sorrow again, I think America will never
be quite the same because of the tragedy that befell this
Republic a year ago November 22nd, There are people here
who were very close to that. I tried to, in my own way, my
own life--have tried to identify for myself what this tragedy
meant to me, to my country, to the world, and what the life of
the man that was the victim of this tragedy, what that 1life
meant, And maybe I've been able to identify at least a few

facets of it, some of the meaning, and I'd like to just share




them for a moment, some of my thoughts,

Surely thig is a time for rededication; surely it's
a time for a reaffirmation of the obligations that we bear
as a people to achleve our greatness--not our bigness, our
greatness, as the late and beloved President Kennedy wanted
us to achieve, He fought greatly, for lack of a better word.
Young people were inspired by his being, hls words, his
philosophy. I couldn't help but think that so many of us
tried to discuss this meaning of immortality, and when you
lose someone that's dear to you, or when a great leader is
struck down, or when some catastrophe befalls us that is either
personal or publiec relating to a human being,we wonder has
it all come to an end, Does it stop? Does the world stop?
Does the 1life stop? Do these deeds, £0 these pfograms stop?
And I think wet!ve again had another reaffirmation of the fact
that® there is immortality to all that i1s good.

There's an immortality for the good works of good
men; there'!s an immortality for the good name of good men,
And I happen to believe that the deeds and the works and
indeed the words and the hopes of John Kennedy live today even
more so than they lived during his earthly existence. I'm
one that belleves that this world 1s a better place because he

was here, and I'm one that believes that 1t'!s a safer place
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because of our President. And I think that the cause of peace
was given new life and new meaning by our late President.

The anclent Prophet's plea for compassion and for justice--
and I don't think anyone can ever even think in terms of
compassion or justice until he studies and reads the writings
of the Prophets, the beautiful writing that penetrates right
to your soul, Well, that plea of justice and compassion
found a new champion in the late President, just as the hope
of freedom and equal opportunity found in him a valiant and
courageous advocate,

The presidency of this man was the springtime of a
new America. It truly was. The America of the young, the
America of the moving and the unafraid of the daring and the
America of deep conviction and idealism, And those of us who
worked with him, like Pierre, many here--this room is filled
with them--and those of us who were privileged to live with
him, I think we have an additional responsibility to make the
dreams, not of a man alone, but the dreams of a great ﬁublic
figure, public spirit--to make those dreams come true.

Now, we always have the critics, and many times Itve
heard the critics say, "Well, the trouble with some of these
visionaries 1s they're too visionary., They're always Qutlining

great deeds and noble purposes," That!s true. GCreat deeds and
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noble purposes~-they must be recited, they must be stated.
When will they be accomplished? God only knows, But I do
think it is mant's duty to at least recite God's work, I
think those of us that are privileged to occupy positions of
leadership, private life or public 1life, in the world of
materialism or in the world of:spiritual truth, that those of
us who are privileged to occupy some position of leadership,
we must state the ideals and the objectives and the goals of
our people, because 1f we fail to do so the people have
nothing to live for.

Now, your organization, The American Jewish
Committee, has a mighty goal, What more meaningful goal
could there be? And yet you've been at it a long time, and
you surely know that the goal hasn't been realized, the goal
of better human relations, the goal of eliminating from not
only our:-aétions and our practices, but from our thoughts,
prejudice, fear, bigotry, because truly, prejudice and bigotry
are the end product of ignorance and fear.

Now, this fight will have to be carried on for
generations, and each one of us on each year or each day,
whenever the occasion arises, we have the duty of dolng our
part in the battle., That's what I said in the beginning of

my remarks, and that's why I feel that an occaslon 1lke this




is more than just gathering in the contributions, even though
you can't win this war without that help, What it is, itt's
a time for personal rededication, personal commitment,

The Communists, you know, always seem to have
people that are committed to their way of life, Our problem
1s to get people and our challenge is to get people who are
committed to the ideal that we say we believe in, brotherhood,
dignity, Justice, freedom of conscience-~-these are real
commitments, or real ideals, I should say, that require total
commitment on the part of the people that mouth these ideals
or enunciate them,

I hope, my friends, tonight, if the press will bear
with me, the hour is late, I want to Jjust briefly paraphrase
what I had as a message, release to these good men of the media,
because as was said here on the platform this evening, there's
a race going on in the world between education and catastrophe,
and that race isn't being fought only in Asia or Africa, oh,
no, right here, right here, And I'm not speaking only of the
education of the sciences. I'm speaking of education in terms
of a better understanding of the values of l1life, We've
wiltnessed some of the fruilts of lignorance and illiteracy.

Some of us in these past months have witnessed in our country,

in this beautiful America where we talk about one nation under
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God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all; where
every schoolboy and every schoolgirl has been taught these
words, we saw right before our own eyes naked ugliness,
bigotry, prejudice and hate, the likes of which I never thought
I'd live to see in America, The rise again of the Ku Kluxers,
the Burchites , the Minute Men, people who breathe, literally,
from their nostrils like a dragon the fire of hate.

Now, that kind of dogma and doctrine and talk and
action must be met by the commitments, yes, to the high
ideals of democracy, of the Judaic-Christian faith, and of the
whole philosophy of our gpiritual life, But it also must be
met by education, education, because ignorance breeds slavery,
ignorance breeds fear, ignorance breeds ultimately disas-ter,
and no nation even as rich as ours can afford to have
ignorance, can't afford 1it.

I could demonstrate this In dollar terms. One of
the men that works for me was doing a little research here the
other day on education, and he said, "Senator, do you realize
that for the cost of one year of unemployment you could have
twelve years of education for a young person in a public
school or in a parochial school where people give generously
either through gifts or through taxes or through both.'

But we don't need to put education down in terms of
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dollars and cents, I want to say that the highest priority

in the Johnson-Humphrey Administration, dedicated to the
fulfillment of the goals of the great society, the top priority
is excellence in education, or education for the purpose of
excellence, [Applause]

And we need to establish in this country of ours,
unequivocally, the moral obligation of providing the means
whereby every American, regardless of race or color or creed or
religion or income or educational achievement, has an equal
opportunity for education and an equal opportunity for training
limited only by hils own capability and his own initiative.

Now, ladlies and gentlemen, there are vast areas of
deficit in this country. How many in this audience tonight
realize that our universities in this last month of October
were turning away thousands of trained young people because
there was no room in the classroom? And yet there will be
edlitorial after editorial written about the waste of
government, And, indeed, there ought not to be anyone that
condones waste of any form, Waste 1s wrong in government,
private 1life, natural resources, and in human 1life. But,
my fellow Americans, one university, one state university only
a month ago turned away five thousand qualified freshmen

because there was no room. Another turned away fourteen




thousand because there was no room, Plenty of room, if you
please, at the houses of commercial recreation; plenty of
room, if you please, in many of the activities of economlc
life; but no room in the university., And, my fellow Americans,
the wealth of the future is brain power, not gold, not silver;
it is not even industry or banks, The wealth of the future is
brain power and the power of the future is brain power, and
we seem bent upon wasting it. So, what I'm saying 1s, we need
massive investment in education, massive investment; and I
can say to you that we're going to call upon the people to
make that massive investment, not in the hope that we can
end the problem over night, no, There'!s a tremendous growth,
we heard tonight here, of increaged population. But by the
year 1974 or ten years from now, or 1975, we have to be
prepared literally to double our educational facilities in
higher education, And the nation that refuses to do that is
a nation that is in retreat, And you can't win the war for
human relations through inadequate education, You cannot win
the struggle for a prosperous soclety through a country that
ignores or doesn'!t invest adequately into the mainsprings of
a2 prosperous society in educated people.

And you can't win the struggle for peace by having

more and more of your young people becoming school dropouts.




I saw a figure that was so staggering that I must
share 1t with you. I could hardly believe it. But one of the
advantages of research is that you find things that you can
hardly believe, and when you find them it sometimes motivates
you into some action.

Iet me Jjust give you one figure. Today nearly
40 per cent of all of our youth entering high school are
dropping out before graduation., Six stay, four leave., Today
only 43 per cent of the educated America, the America of wealth,
the America of promise, has completed high school, And only
8 per cent college, and only 16 per cent of our presently
educated young people have ever entered a college. And in
America less than 1/2 of 1 per cent of our school-age
generation has achieved a PhD,

Iadies and gentlemen, a great nation that bears the
responsibility for world peace, for social justice in this
world, for freedom in this world cannot win that struggle
with only 1/2 of 1 per cent of its people being trained to
maximum capacilty,

So I speak to the people that are the moulders of
public opinion. Tonight I'm not talking to just an audience;
I am talking to the audience. I'm talking to men and women in

this audience that can move mountains, and you have. I'm
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talking to people that appreciate possibly more than any other
group the value of trained people, skills; but more importantly
I'm talking to a people that appreciates the value of the
enrichment of 1life, and that's what education is for, not just
to make more money, not just to get more physicists or
chemists--even though that's very important--but to make life
more meaningful, to make it more beautiful, to make it richer.

I'm also talking to people that live in a city
where there are many, if you please, that are culturally
deprived, the minorities, through whose fault, who knows?

Why try to assess blame? The important thing for us to know
1s the fact that a culturally deprived person is a poor credit
risk, has little or no economic value, and, above all, is a
sick person, They've lost faith in themselves. And when you
lose faith in yourﬁelf, then, in whom can you believe?

[Iack of education] is the ally of bigotry. Educa-
tional deprivation and inadequacy is the firm ally and
satellite of intolerance. And so as we wage this struggle--
and you've been waging it well--we must redouble our efforts,
and I think we need to do just exactly what John Kennedy said
in that great inaugural address; you remember those words?

I love them, because I think that when you have a job to do

you ought to repeat these words: I do not shrink from this
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responsibility; I welcome it. I do not believe that any of
us would exchange places with any other people or any other
generation, The energy, the faith, the devotion which we
bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who
serve it and the glow that that fire can truly--from that fire
can truly light the world. So, my fellow Americans, ask not
what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your
country, I

And these words were given new meaning, new
affirmation by our President Lyndon Johnson in his stirring
essay, "My Hope for America" when he expressed the principal
reasons why he as a teacher and now as a President wants to
glve speclial emphasis to the education of the American people.
Here's what he sald: The ultimate test of our civilization,
the ultimate test of our faithfulness to our past is not in
our goods or In our guns, but it is in the quality of our
people's lives and in the character of the men and the women
our socilety produces.

The American Jewlsh Committee 1s trying to produce
2 better society, a society that rids itself of the toxic
polsoning of hate, a soclety that cleanses 1tself from the
filth of fear and prejudice, a society that is beautiful and

one in which we can honestly say that the recitation of the
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Pledge of Alleglance is more than memory, it is a personal
commltment--one nation, under God, ihdivisible, with liberty
and wilth justice for all,

I compliment you, Thank you very much,

[Loud applause]

VOICE: Senator Humphrey, on behalf of all of the
audlence, may I express our grateful appreciation for that
inspiring talk, No matter what the Attorney General says,

as far as we're concerned, you're elected,

Senator Salinger, you've been a marvelous toastmastel

We certainly all appreciate your coming from California, and
feel pretty sure among all this theatrical talent, you're
going to get a job, Thank you very much,

Iadies and gentlemen, that concludes the program,

God bless you and good night., [Applause]

I
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EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION:

FOUNDATION OF THE GREAT SOCIETY

Last Sunday America observed a day of rededication

to the ideals, beliefs, and faith of John Fitzgerald

P e, s

Kennedy.

2 Upon the proclamation of President Johnson, we observed

the first anniversary of John Kennedy's death in a most

fitting and appropriate fashion: a reaffirmation of the
e

obligation we bear as a people to achieve the greatness our

/
late President sought for America. @ M

Who can ever forget John Kennedy's vision and courage

as he spoke to America and the world on the occasion of his
Inauguration:

‘k... I do not shrink from this responsibiliti; I welcome

e

it. I do not believe that any of us would exchange places
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with any other people or any other generation./ The
e

energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this

endeavor will light our country and all who serve it,

and the glow from that fire can truly light the world.

‘( "And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your

_‘
country can do for you -- ask what you can do for your
= - -

country...”

ﬁ These words will last as long as America endures.
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They will inspire generations yet unborn with the energy --
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the faith -- the devotion which characterized the life of
#_

President Kennedy. And so they inspire this generation.

=it
A This evening I want to consider with you one especially

important area of national concern -- an area of particular
e A
interest to President Kennedy -~ an area of highest priority

with President Johnson* the pursuit of excellence in

American education s ‘ m
flilessr .
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Education is the keystone in the arch of democracy.
s

'/. Ignorance breeds only slavery. Enlightenment liberates
L e i ]

e
the human mind and spirit. As a free people -- as a
AR
democratic people -- we must accept the moral obligation
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of providing the means whereby every American =-- regardle
e et

of race, color, age, religion, income or educational

memt?  eeeen  asen oSt e
achievement -- has an equal opportunity for education and
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training limited only by his own capability and initiativ
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é : We cannot achieve this goal totally during this
g w

forthcoming Congress or in the next four years of the
L s

Johnson-Humphrey administration » But we must establish
e
g
this goal for America -- without qualification and withou
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hesitation -- and we must begin immediately to take
e

! Sonl_

meaningful and constructive steps toward this goal. ‘

To the extent we move forward boldly now in a compre-
i . ‘

hensive program of massive investment in the educational
gl m




resources of America, we will be taking the single most

J

important step toward building the Great Society.
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4 We know that the social ills of delinquency, crime,
e
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and chronic dependency are related invariably to educational
S

failure and frustration.

“:ingknow that wasted human resources, unemployment, lost
s pr— sasmey 000 EREmccaegan

productive pawer and purchasing power -- principal factors
e

in economic stagnation and dislocation -- are products

of inadequate education and training.

(' Senator Joseph Clark's Subcommittee On Manpowe I = s

Employment documented this fact clearly: when total

unemployment in America rested at 6%, it was over 10%

among persons with less than four years of schooling. Yet

unemployment among those persons with some college education

amounted to only 1.4%.




How much longer will we continue to save pennies by
cutting educational expenses only to lose dollars
through the inevitable economic and social consequences

of inferior or insufficient schooling? <e<Pseeddent-

-Qm%:’l;:s of only one year's income due to

e

unemployment is more than the total cost of 12 years

e S

of education through high school. Failure to improve | e..&
-
educational performance is thus not only poor social W‘u ‘
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policy, it is poor economics.™



But our commitment to develop an accessible

system of mmimpec education of the highest caliber is
[ree——— AL [ —

grounded upon more than social or economic considera-
i — ——

tions. We believe -- above all else == that every
SEEEmEE
%’ person, whatever his condition or status, possesses the
1 g T e
(‘l right to achieve all of which he is capable of becoming.
e = Tt
Z(;his belief -- what I call the spirit of public
ﬁ e
morality -- stems from the recognition of the divine Eh P
L = s r
worth of every human being This belief testifies to
1

desire to seek justice and establish freedom,

e e e R e
We must, of course, recognize that many important

steps in upgrading the educational resources of America

were taken in the 88th Congress. Under the leadership

of President Kennedy and President Johnson, we passed a

major college aid hill, We expanded vocational education




programs. We extended the National Defense Education

Act, And we provided Federal funds for urban and rural

libraries, In comparison to our accomplishments in

earlier years, the 88th Congress surely earned the

title of the "Education Congress,"

But this heartening progress also served to

illustyate how much remains to be done., Consider the

dimensions of the task:

--Today 46 million youngsters are enrolled in
elementary and secondary schools, By 1974 the total is
expected to climb to 54 million,

-=-This year 2 million young people received high
school diplomas. By 1974 the number is expected to
increase by 1 million per year.

--By 1974, first year college enrollments will be

20% greater than they are today. M_—--_—‘///)
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-=By 1974 the number of students seeking degrees
in our colleges and universities will have doubled -~
rising to about 8 million,

Exggpditures for education must be increased at

——

all levels of government to accommodate this rising
tide of young people seeking high school and college
educations, But these statistics reveal only a portion
of the challenge., We must also take immediate steps
to remedy existing educational deficiencies which
produce these alarming figures:

Zé:Today nearly 40% of our youth are dropping out
of high school before graduation.

‘fé-Today only 43% of our adults have completed
high school,

--Today only 8% of our adults have completed

college and only 16% of our young people are presently



e

completing college,

Z{’~~And today only one-half of 1 percent of our
school age generation is achieving Ph.,D. degrees in
all fields.

These statistics demonstrate a fundamental truth:

the pursuit of excellence in American education is

not simply the task of providing more classrooms,

laboratories, dormitories or teachers -- important as

-

these needs are.

2 We must attack simultaneously the conditions
— L

———— s ——

which produce these alarming rates of school drop outs,

low motivation, and general disinterest in the process

of learning. f We must pay special attention to pro-

viding resources for improving the quality, the
——

variety, and the techniques of education to guarantee
—— e ——

their relevancy to our contemporary economy and society,
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lave we fully grasped the fact that automation,

computers, and highly sophisticated industrial systems
have altered radically many traditional notions
concerning the heavy, repetitive, and drudging labor
of an industrialized civilization? Today our machines
lower the physical demands upon the average worker,
but increase the intellectual requirements. Our
economy is producing employment opportunities far

more challenging and rewarding than ever before, but

these jobs only exist for those adequately prepared to

hold then, - _ﬂumﬁ_&mkaxsﬂ“’”ﬂﬁﬂ'

We must, in short, make education imaginative and

rewarding at all levels =-= for all subjects -- and for

P ——
i —————_

all students, This is, of course, a job for local

state and private school authorities., The appro-

priate Federal role is to help identify broad
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national goals in education and assist our local

authorities in reaching these goals, | But it is

essential to retain local control and direction of
education,

A There has in fact been heartening progress in (

this direction and in certain subject areas, for \

———— e

example, physics and mathematics, in some individual

‘ schools and school systems, But the process is never

complete ~- and the burden of this job is yet to be

acconplished,

e ——




An aspect of this problem demanding special

attention is the need for our educational system to

adapt itself to the unique requirements of the under-

privileged minority coming from culturally deprived
e e e et i

backgrounds., All available evidence indicates that

———
children from deprived backgrounds get a poor start in
e e T e . At s | T R, =--

school due to the lack of intellectual stimulation and
———

awareness in their honme surroundings‘ And these are

Acammre e S

precisely the children who fall further behind the
? ey L A T

longer they remain in school.(IThe gap between them and

e o

children from advantaged homes widens progressively..
= e
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This vicious cycle of culturally - induced deprivation

and dependency must be broken. The vision of the Great

Society will only acquire real meaning as it affects

the daily lives of such disadvantaged and deprived

children and adults. I =esws-rEven—forset-that——SoveNncrcus

peep*e, In reaching out to the less fortunate among us,

P P —

we are undertaking a task worthy of a free and compassionate

— i

-~

nation.

2 From whatever perspective we view the educational

challenge confronting us -- the construction of facilities,

the training of teachers, the development of curriculum, or

the assistance of the deprived and underprivileged -- one

fact is dominant: all we hope for America -- all we seek

for our children and grandchildren -- all we desire for

mankind -- is dependent upon the excellence of our
E——— e e

educational system, .

Lo




-1 3~

We seek to transform the anxiety, loneliness and
L S

boredom which today frequently characterizeicggban
i —

living into an exciting and stimulating experience

where the richness of city life can be enjoyed on a

truly human scale.

f We seek to remove not only the ugliness of urban

D To—p—

slums, but the ugliness of intolerance and prejudice --

to create not only beauty of design, but beauty of the
e e i e Ty

Erae—a
spirit.

o

We seek to provide the intellectual and spiritual
R = S —

resources for the meaningful use of leisure time which
TR

_——_—_

will become increasingly available to our people .4We

expect cultural enjoyment to be the portion of every
ey

citizen -~ a robust delight of the pleasures which art

and the creative use of leisure can bring.

We seek the enlightened and humane application in our
A I
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corporate and individual lives of the scientific and

technological advances resulting from our programs of

research and development. Beyond the frontiers of

science and technology are those of beauty, style,

[ J——

convenience, and charm. We have developed wondrous

| - aman

g

systems of satellite communications interconnecting all

points on the globe and astounding missile systems which

span continents in minutes.f/ A Pentagon employee, however,
b o b

can travel to work from his home in Silver Spring, Maryland,
M——-

no faster than he could 15 years ago‘(lAnd this person is
o ———

harassed by traffic, choked by exhaust fumes, and exposed

to the ugliness of urban sprawl.

Setting forth his concept of the Great Society, President

Johnson noted that the challenge of the next half century

will be whether or not we possess the wisdom to use our

knowledge and wealth "to enrich and elevate our national
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life, and to advance the quality of our American
civilization."

Excellence in education will provide the foundation
for the Great Society. And it will receive such priority
in the administration of President Lyndon Johnson.

The President and his advisors are engaged currently
in a comprehensive review and analysis of the specific
legislative proposals in the field of education that will
be submitted to the 89th Congress. While many details
remain to be determined, the outlines of the President's
program were set forth in a policy paper released on

brac

November 1. Let me summarize the President's -potmedpst

g
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1. Broaden and improve the quality of our
school base by meeting needs for nearly 400,000 new
public school classrooms and 800,000 new public school
teachers over the next five years and for increased
incentives to attract our best people to the teaching
profession;

2. Concentrate our teaching resources in the
urban slums and the poor rural arecas;

3. Expand and enrich our colleges;

4, Recognize that education is a lifelong
process and take into account the adult's need for
schooling to keep up with technology; and

5. Strengthen our state and community education
systems, not forgetting that schools and colleges

should beM the local level.

I predict confidently that the accomplishments



o

of the 89th Congress in the field of education

legislation will surpass even the excellent record

compiled in the 88th.

In his stirring essay, My liope for America,

President Johnson has expressed the principal reason

for giving such special emphasis in his Administration

to the expansion and upgrading of our educational

resources:

"The ultimate test of our civilization, the

ultimate test of our faithfulness to:our past, is not

in our goods or our guns, It is in the quality of our

peoples' lives and in the character of the men and

women our society produces,"

This week, as we rededicate ourselves to the

ideals and aspirations which John F. Kennedy held for

America, let us commit ourselves to the task of
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building a civilization which honors his vision and

his faith in the destiny of this land and people.

And, in so doing, we shall ’hl’(gring honor to

ourselves.
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations agency
in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and
advances the cause of improved human relations for people everywhere.
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Following is the text of the address by Senator Hubert H, Humphrey,

Vice President-Elect of the United States, Tuesday evening, November
2k, 196l, at the Americana Hotel, New York City, at a dinner of the

American Jewish Committee honoring Arnold M, Grant:

Excellente in Education: Foundation of the Great Society

Last Sunday America observed a day of rededication to the ideals,
beliefs, and faith of John Fitzgerald Kennedy,

Upon the proclamation of President Johnson, we observed the
first anniversary of Joln Kennedy's death in a most fitting and
appropriate fashion: a reaffirmation of the obligation we bear as a
people to achieve the greatness our late President sought for
Americe,

Who can ever forget John Kennedy's vision and courage as he
spoke to America and the world on the occasion of his inauguation?

"...I do not shrink from this responsibility; I welcome it.

I do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other
people or any other generation, The energy, the faith, the devotion
which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who
serve it, and the glow from that fire can truly light the world.

"And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do
for you -- ask what you can do for your country..."

These words will last as long as America endures, They will
inspire generations yet unborn with the energy -- the faith -~ the
devotion w™hich characterized the life of President Kennedy. And so

they inspire this generation,

= ore =
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This evening, I want to consider with you one especilally
important area of national concern -- an area of particular interest
to President Kennedy -- an area of highest priority with President
Jehnson: the pursuit of excellence in American education.

BEducation 1s the keystone in the arch ¢f democracy.
Ignorance breeds only slavery., Enlightenment liberates the human
mind and spirit., As a free people -~ as a democratic people --
we must accept the moral obligation of providing the means whereby
every Amerlican -- regardless of race, color, age, religion, income
or educational achievement -- has an equal opportunity for educatlion
and training limited only by his own capability and initiative.

We cennot achieve this goal totally during this forth-
coming Congress or in the next four years of the Johnson-Humphrey
Administration, But we must establish this goal for America --
without qualification and without hesitation -- and we must begin
immediately to take meaningful and constructive steps toward this
gcal.

To the extent we move forward boldly now in a comprehen-
sive program 6f massive investment in the educatlional resources
of America, we will be taking the single most important step btoward
building the Great Societby.

We know that the social ills of delinquency, crime and
chronic dependency are related invariably to educational failure
and frustration. We know that wasted human resources, unemployment,
lost productive power asnd purchasing power -- principal factors in
economic stagnation and dislocation -- are products of inadequate
education and training.

Senator Joseph Clark's Sub-Commifttee on Manpower and
Employment documented this fact clearly: When total unemployment
in America rested at 6 per cent, it was 2ver 10 per cent among
persons with less than four years of schooling. Yet unemployment
emong those persons with some college education amounted to only

1.4 per cent,

-nore-
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How much longer will we continue to save pennies by cutting educational
expenses, only to lose dollars through the inevitable economic and social conse-
quences of inferior or insufficient schooling?

The loss of only one year's income due to unemployment is more than the
total cost of twelve years of education through high school, Failure to improve
educational performance is thus not only poor social policy, it is poor economics,

But our commitment to develop an accessible system of public education of
the highest calibre is grounded upon more than social or economic considerations.
We believe -~ above all else -~ that every person, whatever his condition or status,
pesesses' the right to achieve all of which he is capable of becoming.

This belief ~- what I call the spirit of public morality -- stems from the
recognition of the divine worth of every human being. This belief testifies
to our faith in the essential goodness of man and his desire to seek justice and
establish freedom,

We must, of course, recognize that many important steps in upgrading the
educational resources of America were taken in the 88th Congress. Under the
leadership of President Kennedy and President Johnson, we passed a major college
aid bill. We expanded vocational education programs. We extended the National
Defense Education Act, and we provided Federal funds for urban and rural libraries,
In comparison to our accomplishments in earlier years, the 88th Congress surely
earned the title of the "Education Congress."

But this heartening progress also served to illustrate how much remains to
be done. Consider the dimensions of the task:

~-Today L6 million youngsters are enrolled in elementary and secondary
schools. By 197L the total is expected to climb to 54 million.

~=This year two million young people received high school diplomas, By

197L the number is expected to increase by one million per year.,

- Mmore =
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-= By 1974, first year college enrollments will be 20 per
cent greater than they are today.

-~ By 197l the number of students sceking degrees in
our colleges and universities will have doubled =~ rising to about
eight million,

Expenditures for education must be increased at all
levels of government to accomodate this rising tide of young people
seeking high school and college education., But these statistics
reveal only a portion of tho challenge. We must also take immod-
late steps to romedy existing educational deficiencies which produce
these alarming figures:

-~ Today nearly L0 per cent of our youth are drcpping
out of high school before gracuation,

-~ Today only 43 per cent of our adults have completed
high school,

-- Today only cight por cont of our adults have completed
college and only 16 per cent of our young people are presently
completing college,

== And today only one-~half of one per ccent eof our school
age generation 1s achioeving Ph.D., degrees in all fields,

Those statistics domonstrate a fundamental truth: The
pursult of excellence in American cducation is not simply the task
of providing morc classrooms, laboratories, dormitories or teachers--
important as these means are,

We must attack simultancously the conditions which
producc the alarming rate of school dropouts, low motivation,
and goneral disinterest in tho procoess of learning. We must
pay speclal attention to providing resources for improving the
quality, the variety, and thc techniques of oducation to guar-

antec thelr relevancy to our contomporary economy and sociocty,

= MOTIrec =
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Have we fully grasped the fact that automation, computers, and
highly sophisticated industrial systems have altered radically wmany
traditional notions concerning the heavy, repetitive, and drudging
labor of an industrialized civilization? Today, our machines lower
the physical demands upon the average worker, but increase the intel-
lectual reocuirements. CQur economy is producing employment opportuni-
ties far more challenging and rewarding than ever before, but these
jobs only exist for those adequately prepared to hold them,

We must, in short, make education imaginative and rewarding at
all levels =-- for all subjects -- and for all students. This is,
of course, a job for local, state, and private school authorities.
The appropriate Federal role is to help identify broad national goals
in education and to assist our local authorities in reaching these
goals, But it is essential to retain local control and direction of
education,

There has, in fact, been heartening progress in this direction
and in certain subject areas, e,g. physics and mathematics, in some
individual schools and school systems. But the process is never
complete -- and the burden of this job is yet to be accomplished,

An aspect of this problem demanding special attention is the
need for our educational system to adapt itself to the unique re-
quirements of the underprivileged minority coming from culturally
deprived backgrounds. All available evidence indicates that children
from derrived backgrounds get a pcor start in school due to the lack
of intellectual stimulation and awareness in their home surroundings,
And these are precisely the children who fall further behind the
longer they remain in school, The gap between them and children from
advantaged homes widens progressively.

This vicious cycle of culturally induced deprivation and
dependency must be broken, The vision of the Great Society will
only acquire real meaning as it affects the daily lives of such dis-
advantaged and deprived children and adults, In reaching out to the
less fortunate among us, we are undertaking a task worthy of a free
and compassionate nation.

-more-=
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From whatovoer porspcctive wo viow the educational challenge
confronting us =- the construction of facilitics, the training of
toachers, the development of curriculum, or the assistance of the
deprived and underpriviliged ~- one fact is dominant: All wo

--all we seek for our children and grandchildren--
hope for Amoricah—— all wo degire for mankind -~ is dependont upon
the excellence of our educational systom,

Wo soeek to transform the anxioty, loneliness and boredom
which today frequontly characterize urban living into an exciting
and stimulating oxpericncc whoreo tho richness of city 1ifc can be
onjoycd on a truly human scalo,

We sock to rcmove not only the ugliness of urban slums,
but the uglincss of intoloranco and prejudice, to crcatoc not only
becauty of design, but boauty sf the spirit,

Wo scek tn provide the Intellcctual and spiritual resources
for thc meaningful use of lcisure time which will beccomec increcas-
ingly avallablo to our pcople, Wec expect cultural cnjoyment to
be tho portion of cvery citizon -- a robust delight of the pleasurcs
which art and tho creative usc of lcisurc can bring.

We seek the enlightened and humanc application in our
corporate and individual lives of tho scientific and technological
advancos rcsulting from our programs of rescarch and development,
Boyond the frontiers of scicnce and tochnology arc thosc of beauty,
style, convenlonce and charm, Wo have developed wondrous systoms
of satcllitc communication intecrconnecting all points on the globe
and astounding missile systoms which span contincents in minutos,

4 Pentagon cmployce, however, can travel to work from his home in
Silver Spring, Maryland, no fastcr than he could 15 years ago.
4And thils porson is harassed by traffic, choked by exhaust fumos,

and exposed to tho uglinoss of urban sprawl,

= MOTreo =
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Setting forth his concept of the Great Society, President
Johnson noted that the challenge of the next half century will be
whether er not we possess the wiscdom to use our knewledge and wealth
"to enrich m1d elevate our national life, and to advance the quality
of American civilization,"

Excellence in education will provide the foundation for the
Great Society, And it will receive such priority in the administra~
tion of President Lyndon Johnaon,

The President and his advisors are engaged currently in a com-
prchensive review and analysis of the specific legislative proposals
in the field of education that will be submitted to the 89th Cengress,
While many details remain to be determined, the outlines of the Pres-
ident's program were set forth in a policy paper released on November
1, Let me summarize the President's baslc goals:

1, Broaden and improve the quality of our school base by
meeting needs for nearly 400,000 new public school classrooms and
800,000 new public school teachers over the next five years and for
increased incentives to attract our best people to the teaching prc-
fession;

2. Concentrate our teaching resources in the urban slums and
the poer rural areas;

3. Expend and enrich our colleges;

li. Recegnize that education is a life-long process and take
into account the adult's need for schooling to keep up with tech-
nology; and

5. Strengthen our state and community education systoems, not
forgetting that schools and colleges should be eontrolled at the local
level,

T predict cenfidently that the accomplishments of the 89th
Congress in the field of education legislation will surpass even the
excellent recerd compiled in the 88th,

In his stirring essay, My Hope for America, President Johnson

has expresscd the principal reas on for giving such special emphasis

= TNORE -
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in his Administraticn to the expansion and upgrading of our educational
resources:

"The ultimate test of our civilization, the ultimate test of
our faithfulness to our past, is not in our goods, or our
guns, It is in the quality of our peoples! lives and in the
character of the men and women our society produces,"

This week, as we rededicate oursclves to the ideals and aspira-
tions which John F, Kennedy held for America, let us commit ourselves
to the task of building a civilization which hénors his vision and
his faith in the destiny of this land and people,

And, in so doing, we shall surely bring honor to ourselves,
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