1313 New Semate Orrice Bullding JANUARL A3, Ay04

ARE
mmmm/,manwauma

Semator Hubert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.) filmed for Mimnesota ares tele-
Broom and Williem Sumer of the Washingten Buresu of the Ridder
Publiestions.

The interview includes comments on these subjects:

# 'The Vice Presidency

¥ ILegislative Outlook

¥ Civil Rights

* Reform of Congressiocual Procedure

% Senstor Coldwater's views on the test ban treaty

* Outlook for dissrmement




SENATOR HUFERT H, HIMPHREY POR NELSASE: MONDAY A,
1313 New Semate Office Puflding JANUARY 13, 1964
Chpthal eozi, et 2heh

HMPHREY TV REPORT ~- PIIMED 196k

DNTERVIEWED BY BILL EROGH ARD BILL SUEER

BILL SIMNER: Since the sssasination of President Xemedy, there's beea
a great desl of move thought given to the office of Vice President., A
lot of pegple have been giving o great deal of thought to Mibert
Maglorey. I'd like o ask you if nominated, would you run, if elected,
wondd you serve?
SENATOR HBIPHREY: Well, I guther, Mr. Sumer, thet this is o highty
hypotheticel mestion because the Democretic Comventimn will meke this
decision in Auguet of 1964 and that decision, of cowrse, will wltimately
be made by the Democratic nominee forr Pregifent vham I'm sure will be
President Iyndon Johnson, But an the basie of that preliminary anslysis
and discussion, if the Convention should offer me the gpportunity to be a
mondng mate with President Johnson, I would be honoved, of course. I
think sy mesber of our Party, any Amorican would be homared to serve
fn that position.

However, I must say in all candor thet the Presideant vemlly hesn't
spoken to me sbout this. Thers heve been some follew Democrats thet have
Juet &3d this il word. 1T have the position of one of the two United



state end I'm very honoved by 4t end I 1ike sy job in the Semste. I
think you gentlemen know thet and I heve also the opportunity to serve as
the Majordty Wnip, the assistent Mejority Leader, which is = positiom of
seme responsibility and authority. I ldke that Job even though it's &
very demsnding one.

So really, I'm not shopping sround for nev jobs and I vent to make
it quite clemr. I have no intention of vaging any campeign whatscever
for any position in govermment at this partiewisr time, I mey went to
ennowmee that I'm going to be a candidete for re-election to the United
States Semate after 196k. Dut wp wetil then, gemtlamen, I am happy and
satiafled.

BIL EROGM: Semator, let's bring things into the arems where you work
elmost every day now. I think everyboly is wonderdng what's going to
beppen on civil rights. %he Fouse Rules Committee began hearings very
SERATOR HIRPEREY: Well, we do expect the House to s¢t om the civil rights
b1l not Jater than the emrly part of Februsry. I am hopeful that that
bill can be over to the Sennte somevhere sround the Tirst week or the
second week of Fébruary. I think that's deing reslistic sbout 1. In the
meanting, 1t would appemr that we will have before us in the Senste, if
our schedule of setivities wovks ss planned, the tex bill, snd that would
mean that we would camplete saffion first on the tax H4ll snd then move to
take wp the eivil rights bill. And of cowrse, cmee that takes place,
there will be & very long, and I'm afraild, & very hard fought contest



and debate on the civil rights messure.

SENATOR HOMPHREY: Yes, I thimk 1t will greatly depend on the degree of
bipuriisan cooperation we ght. I wvent to sty jJust & word sbout that. And
this imn't agything new. You gentlemen have been &t & lot of press
econferences and you knov ny feelings sbout this.

Civil rights to me, the civil rights issue, s very much like the
forelgn palicy issue. It's & matter that showld be beyond partisen pali-
ties., It's & netionel fssue. It's en lssue, 1t's & movel issue, as
President Jahnson put 1t. And we ought not to Julge the civil rights
question on the basis of whether youlre & Democret or a Republicen or
& Ddependent. I

It ought %0 be en isous that we foce wWp to as Americans. And we've
going to have to have in the Congress af the United States particularly
in the Senmte, bipertisan support, if we pass the civil rights progrem.
There's 20 use in kidding smybody sbout it.

The Southern Semetors are not going to vote for the oivil rights
grogran, I regrot this very much ond I think some of ghem might vegret
i%. But they feel that they ean't do 1% and swrvive palitically and meny
uu.mmmmwmwhm 8o
we shouldn't Bave eny cooperstion from them and I must say thevefore,
that we'll need & minfmm in the Semate of 23 to 25 Republicen votes, 1f
we con't get thet, I think we're going to be in very serious trouble.

Thevefare, I appenl to the Party of Abrekam Idncoln, the Repxdblicsn
Party and ite leadership to @ct in the spirit of Idncoln, the great



emancipator just as I appeal to the party of Thamms Jeffearson and
Andrev Jackson, 4o act in the spirit of those two great Americans. And
I might eay also in the spivit of our contemporayy Americans, Franklin
Roosevelt and John Nennedy, both of whom were dedicnted to civil rights.
BILL BROGM: Amcmsnm_w.mwgm,w
that they have very grave doubts about the public sccamfjdations section
of the bill. Is it possible to get this bipartisan support that you say
is necessary to finally get the bill wp for & vote, is it possible Bhat
thet or same similarly importent section might have to be dropped?
SENATOR HIMPEREY: No, I don't think that it will have be be dropped.
There are those that think that it might have 00 be modified, but I've
been exmmining the House bill rether carefully end it has & rether
limited application.

Tt does not, for exmmple, affect certain areas of activity such as
berber shops and beauty shops, I mean the mmller tppe of emterprise.
RWM'&&'WMMHOM?H‘
be equal access and equal accamoletion and equel privileges for ggople
regardlese of race, color or creed.

I hope that there will be no basic sdjustment or modifiestion of thet
provision becsuse thie is Bhe heart of 1%, this is the emotiomal pert. I
think you know thet mosg of the demonstrations at lunch coumters, the
eit~ine and all that has been sbout this jssuve.

If there's any mnjor weakening of the eivil rights bill, I would
consider 1t a rather sggnificant setback and I don't think It will be
helpful to those Republicans that join in £%. So I think we're going to



" have to stand our growd even if it means s long debate snd try to bring
BILL SUMNER: Speaking of these rules of the roed in the Senate, talking
about cloture and whatnot brings up same of the criticism we've been
having sbout Congress, inereasing over the last few months. Now some
seem to have same valldity and others seem to be written by pecple
that don't belleve in Congress. How would you assese some of this?
SENATOR HUMPHEEY: Well, I think there are prcblems in Congressfonal
procedure and I think there's a need for constant rve-evaluation of these
procedures.

I've recommended a continuing joint camsittee of the Congress to
constantly sfudy the institutions of Congress and the rules and to meke
periodic recommendations, pericdically of necessary chenges. I've also
recommended the establishment of certain joint camittees, like the joint
camittes en National Security. I feel that there should be & greater
body of experts availsble to the Congress.

I proposed vhat ve eall a Congressional Institute where we could
reach in to the private commmnity, into the wniversities, into the techni-
cal schools, and meke availsble to the Congress more brain power, so to
speak, that the Bxecutive Branch of the Govermment has.

I don't believe thet just because any President, whoever he might
be, proposes sameghing, that means we ought to sutomstically accept it.
Ir that's the case, there isn't much use in having a Congress around.
Ouwr job is to lock things over, to evaluate, to test these proposals
that ere sent to us with the public, to examine them carefully, and vhem



we do so we gre generally sble to make rather significent improvements
and modifications and I believe, therefore, people should not become ispa-
tient with this Congressional process, &s such. If you want quick and
sudden decisions, then I guess what you have to do is to eliminate repre-
sentative govermment because we have here 535 willful men and women,
people of ability and competence and vhen you get 2 majority of them to
g0 eny one direction agy time, it takes a good deal of the mobilization of
public opinion in vhat we call & concensus, Now fmprovements are needed.
We don't need & sort of a rubber stamp Congress end I would be opposed to
that.

BILL BROOM: Do you believe that some of the slow movement has been due
to the nature of a lot of the legislation you've been getting. I mean,
ver¥ eontroversial, far-reaching....

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes, very smuch so. When you have g tax ¥ill that is
as far-reaching as this one and you have civil rights legislation thet 4s
the most comprehensive proposal every presented to the Congress and that
is loaded with ecantroversy, both substantive and sectional. You're bownd
to have & slowdown. It's jJust ineviteble. And I've said & mmber of
times that when we finally complete work om the civil rights dill, it
will be like we're removing & tumor from the body. We'll begin again to
be somevhat more normal and will be healthier as a political isstitution.
BIlL SUMMER: When asked in the last session, ome of the pieces of
legislation that was the most interesting, of course, was the nuclear
test ban treaty snd its subsequent ratification. I understend that
Senater Goldwater in a speech in New Hampshire this week has suggested
that it might be a good idea to resume testing, if necessary, if he thought



it would be to the country's advantage. Do you think that this question
of & test ban or the reswption of tests is likely to become an issue in
the next campaign?
SENATOR HUNPHREY: I hope it doesn't but if it does I think Semator
Goldwater will have selected the worst of all issues because we have
adequate atamic strength, we have an actually over-stomic strength. We
MWZMMMWMMN'uMMKMM
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and that 1t is in our national interest. So I don't think Senator
Goldwater 15 golng to make any points on this ome at all because I think
1%t vill be a political 1isbility for him.
BILL BROOM: Do you see any steps forward for disarmsment this year or
in the next five pears.
SENATOR HUMPHREY: I doubt that there's going to be any greet agreement
but there will be some slowdown on the awms progfem which to me it seems
is highly desireble. WMNWWMmmm
he is to be highly commended. Well, gentlemen I seeethat owr time is
Just about over.

Thank you.



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org



