Hearst - Senstor Humphrey Interview

KR, HEARST: Senator Humphrey, how long do
you really think this battle over the ... over the deal
is going to last-over the segregstion issue is going
to last? All summer?

SEN. HUMPHREY: No, I doudbt that it will go
2ll summer unless thinge turn for the worse much more
than I would expect for the worse. I think we ought
to be able to complete metion on the civil rights bill
somé time in early July. How I think that thaet means
that we will complete ... that we will take the first
atep for Senate passage some time Dbefore the lst of
July. Vie then would have to go to the House and either
have the House accept the Senate smendments or go to
conference and come out of conference and flnally get
a b1l to the President's desk. So let's put it in
July - at least the early part of July before the con-
ventions. .

¥R. HEARST: Thst the bill would go f.b_‘ the
White House?

SEN, HUMPEREY: Yes, sir.

MR, HEARST: Or st that the first major ...

SEN. HUNMPEREY: No, I think that we ought to
get the bill to the White House before the Republicen

Convention.
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MR. HEARST: And signed, sealed snd wrapped
up then?

SEN. HUMPHREY: I would hope so. T think
this would be the best thing for the respective politi-
cal parties; I think 1t would be the best thing for the
country; 1t surely would be thﬁbaat thing for the Con-
gress because we have a lot of work left to do,

' MR. HEARSET: Can you clerify something for
me and for possibly our readers - this cloture busl-
ness, how does it work; I mesn how many people can
foree an tﬁg'no-dobate?

:ﬁn. HUMPHREY: The cloture rule, as in whst
we call Ruld 22 of the Senate, and that rule has been
modified now within recent years, 1t requres two-thirds
of those present and voting. That doesn't necessarily
mean two-thirds of the 100 senators. Because it !s
possilie that everyone would not be present on the oc-
casion of the cloture vote.

Mil. HEARET: Eo then you'd never get 1it.

SEN. HUNFPHREY: S0 you need two-thirds of
those present and voting. On an 1ssue ag serious and
as controversial ss civil rights, though, I think that
most all the senators would be present. So you would

have to expect at this stsge with Senator Engle presently
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being 111, two-tiirds of the 9%, which would be 686 ...
I wouldn't expect too many to be absent so there'd be
66 votes we'd have to have for cloture.

Now cloture 1s obtesined by first filing a
cloture petition which must have 18 or more signatures,
and then 1t must rest at the desk for two calendar dsys.
And then after that 1t sutomatically comes to & vote.

MR. HEARET: - It takes precedence over anything ...

BEN: HUMPHREY: Yes, it tokes preced-nce over
anything else, and thet cloture petition outlines what 1is
included in the cloture. You could say for example , you
could have @& cloiﬁro petition on a single amendment. You
could have a cloture petition on & block of smendments or
you cculd have & cloture petition, as we would hope, on
the blll plus sl) smencments that havo'bpln presented
and read; that's generally the phrase thst's used. And
presently, as we are nowfiscussing this here today, there
are about 100 amendmenta at the desk of the Senate.

Cnce a cloture has been sgreed to, there are 100
hours of debate avallable on the billl and all smendments
that have been precented &nd read.

MR, HE2ZRET: One hour per smendment, is that ity
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SEN., HUNPHREY: One hour per senator ... one
hour per senator. Actually, some of the améndments
that are at the ddsk are redundant; some of them are
repetitive; there ere other amendments identlcal, so
out of the total number of eamendments that the desk st
the present time, maybe 25 or 30 would be amendments
of some signiflcance. And those wald be debuted.

MR. CAXIFF (?): 8Sir, what would you say are
the chances that cloture would be needed to force a
vote on thls?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Well, I don't tulnk there's
sny chance to pass this bill without cloture. I really
don't belleve there's any sccommodation that we can ar-
rive at with the strong opposition to thils bill without
thoksc of cloture. How we may very well make some ad-
Justments in the bill in order to get the votes that
are neceasary to epply cloture, but the thought that
some people had earlier in the year that we'd be able
to have an extended debate on this bLill, and that we'd
sort of reconcile our differences, and that we'd have
en up and down vote on & series of amendments, I think
that's very unlikely. I don't say 1t's out of the gues-
tion, but i1t's unlikely.
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QUESTION: So wiat has ... to use the word ...
stiffened the resistance or brought about thls change?
Has 1t been things that are happening in the outslide
world in the certsin extraness (?) on both sides or
whaet has changed the temperament and mcod of the ...
from the early optimism that cloture would not be
needed?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Well, there were those that
thought ecloture would not be needed. I don't recall
that 1 was smongst bhatugréupg I say this because I've
always felt that the opposition to thls blll, which is
primerily in the South, but not entirely, that this op-
position, particularly in the Bouth, would have to put
up a last diteh fight. These are Jjust the politiecal
realities of the situatlon. And I didn't'oxpoct that
we'd ever be able to make any srrangement with the
Southerners or that they would back off or that they
would yield. And the only other means that we have
if they won't yield, 1s to ... by cloture.

Now there were those that thought with the
rules of the Senate, which insist that you cen only

have two speeches on each smdndment on any one legislative
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day or on the blll on any one legislative day, that
you can wear them down., But the fact of the matter
is that you can smend this Bill ad infinitum, You
can go on with Just one word at & time in amending
the bill, and you would be here ...

KR, HEATET (2): e And everybody gets another
erack st 1t ... '

SEN. HUMFHREY: And everybody gets two more
whacks at each word, s0 to speak.

QUESTION: Does the fset that we have a
Southern President going te at all weeken or temper
the opposition of people like Senator Russell?

SEN, HURPHREY: Can I Just phase that question
into enother tholight in reference to your question. (In-
terrupted by buuzger, which i:?:Erned off.)

Golng back to your question, Mr, Caniff, as to
what may have stiffened the opposition, I don't belleve
there's anythling developed that has stiffened. 1 think
1t was here - the cpposition was here. There are some
outside developments in the ... oh, the letter writing,
the propaganda, the give and tske of discussion on th's
bill and I think the sctivities of Oovernor Wallace thst
may have appeared to stiffen the opposition, huﬁ_I doubt
that thet really has been & factor, Now ... j
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KR. CANIFP: You're saying that it was there
all the time?

8B, HUMPHREY: I think so.

¥R. CANIFF: ... Beneath the surfece.

88N, HUMPHREY: Yes, I think so.

¥R, CANI"F: And the results are saying some-
thing just as significant, thet you haven't won anybody
over... you haven't won any hard-core 5outhomera.

SEN., HUMPHREY: No, I don't think we've won
any hard-core Southerners snd I don't think we should
expeot to. As l've sald s number of times, 1t i:n't
the Southerners that are preventing the passage of the
Civil Rights Bill; they're opposed to it, but they don't
have that much power. If we can get the 81 other senators
ess there are only 19 senators in this Southern block ...
if we can get the other Bl senators or 68 of the other 81
senators to bring alawm'*upon this i1l and the amendments
pertaining thereto, we can then vote up or down s Civil
Hightt_ By11., And my position is not only for the Civil
nghts.; program, but, more importantly, for the right to
vote on the Civll Hights Bill, so that we can work cur
will on thls blill. There may be amendmonts that will
pess. In fect, I think there wlll be some, but we can't
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do anything unt!l we really get around to where you can
bring cloture.

Now, your guestion, Milt, about the role of
the Southern ... the man from the South in the FPresi-
dency, I ¥now that Presldent Johnson has very close
peracmal relationships with a number of our Senator
Mends ... or Senators ... from the Seuth. Frankly, I
“0 tof but this isn't a mstter of personal relatlonship.
These are matters of conviclion; these are matters of
political pollcy and it'as very difficult for peopls on the
outside of Congress to understand this. It's even dif-
ficult for a man's wife to understand these things.
There's no Senator, for example, that I'm more fond of
in thls body than Senator Lister Hill of Alabsma, and
yet he ...

R. CANIFF: ..., You're not going to change
him ...

SEN, HUMPHREY: I'm not going to change him ...

MR. CANIFF: And Johnson isn't goling to change
him 1f he (inaudidle) South (insudidle) Pansma (?).

SEM. HUMPHREY: I don't think Johnson's going
tp change him elther, but what I think we have to epect
in thls 1s the President to do all thet he oen at the
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right time to encourage those whoae not the Southerners
to stand up and be counted.

MR. CANIFF: How meny would you say are ungertalin
now, Senator?

SEN. HUMFHREY: On cloture?

H%. CANIFP: Yah,

SEF. HUMPHREY: Well, generously, I'd say sbout
10, but the ...

¥R, CANIFF: 10 of the B1?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Well, no. We need about 10.
Well, let me put it this way ...

MR, HEARST (%): You've got sbout 50 ...

SEN., HUMPHREY: 1I'd say we have about 55, 58
that we cen loek up for sure. In fact, walt a minute,
I would go further. We hsve 58 that we could pin down
for sure.

KR. HEARST:; (?) Approximstely. (Laughter.)

SEN. AUNPHREY: 58, But if by maybe s 1ittle
'c?iprn work right at this time, we might be able to get
up s high as 61, so I've been saying a number of times,
and I think this 1s & pretty good sclentific "guesatimate"
that 1t tSekes about five more than we presently hsve ...
five £6 six more than we presently have, and that's just
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a8 far away ae from here to the moom 1f you don't have
them.

KR. HE&RS?: Well, but you cen be sure that
thej're not hard-core Southerners, otherwise you'd know
you were licked... |

SEN. HUMPHREY: Oh, well, look, that's just
hopeless.

' ' (Seveial people talk at once.)

MR, CANIFP (?): Well, sir, thﬁrs is then a
progression to this. In other words, s number believe
thaet a certsin amount of nnondnnnti or debate 1avneoded
to clarify the 5111,.to solve thelr own conscience, and
then as bime passes, you get more adherence. Is thet
12

SEN. HUMPHREY: We hope. We hope. I've
trled to ka&p this debate on a friendly, respectful
line of concuct. In other words, the demeanor of the
éenato is luportant to me, how we conduct ourselves.

I have felt that if there was bitterness and rancor
and quarrelsomeness that became too involved 1n the
Senate procedure, we would not only harder up even
more=so the Southerners = that i1s not as imp-rtent
es what'I'm about to say - nmamely, that you would
drive off some others that you might ultimately be
able to obtain. Furthermore, I have known since the

very beginaing, and I sald so in the first appearance
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that I m de before press and radio on this billl, and
televislon, that the cooperation of Mr. Dirksen was
absolutely essential, And he has wanted to permit
the Senate to take some time on this bd1ll. I have
been of the mind that if that was his desire, since
we needed hls cooperation, that we ought to sccommo-
date that request and desire. I have a good working
relationehlp with Er, Dirksen., This 18 = bi;pertisgn
measure. Frankly, it is impossidle to even hope to
pass it without Republican cooperstion - vorﬁ large
Republican cooperation. Aqd I have saild since the
first day that President ... the late President
Kennedy sent the message to Congress that this had
to be looked upon s8s & bi-partisan or non-partisasn
effort and 1f this bill passes we will have asn obli-
gation to give credit to the Republicans, Just as well
as we do %o the Demoerats. 1 dontt think we can claim
any parﬁy in ... you know, eny party victory as such.
¥e can suffer perty defeat - both pmties - but you
can't clalm any party vietory.

MISS MACKIN: Senatar' what 1s the time
thet we've taken with the Clvil Rights Blll in the
Senate golng to do with the rest of the President's
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program -~ the other filve or six major bills that he
would llke to see acted on, as he sald "whether up or
down."

SEN. HUMPHREY: Well, if the timetable that
I've indlested to you is wrong ... If it comés off, yes,
first, we will be able to handle the rest of this progran
falrly well, But 1if ...

5 (?) : +«s Beforse .1°°t!.m Elme ...
SEN. HUMFHREY: Before Saptember....
(2} t DBefore the end of the yesr ...

SEN. HUMPHREY: Before the end ... I'd BRY ,
before the Democratic Convention. pBut 1f it goes beyond

the ... well, actually, the Senste ltself would be ...
let's say, finish the Civil Rights Bill 'n late June op
the lst of July, if we can do that, then we can move on
the eppropriastion bills, the poverty blll, the psy b1ll,
some ald to educatlion, the food stamp bill and others
that the ... and the medlicare ... and the medicare b111,

QUESTION: Are you speaking of the Congress or
the Senate?

GEN. HUMPHREY: Both, See the House is moving
well anyway. Actuslly, the House is far shead on its
appropriation bllls right now, but if this d11l ... Civil
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Rights Blll 18 not out of the way until after the Re~
publican Crnvention, then there's only one thing for
the President to do If he wants his program. That's
to call thls Congress back into specisl session. And
I think members of the Congress have to recognize that
they may very well be here up until October.

KISS MACKIN: Reallistieally speaking, do you
think that's what's going to happen?

SEN. HU¥PHREY: This is a possibllity. I
don't say 1t's only a possibility; 1t is a probability
unless we really have all the luck playing with ua on
Civil Rights.

QUESTIOR: Because actually there ien't any
time 1limit to the term of the Congress, is there?

SEX. HUMPHREY: Oh, no, indeed. The President
can call us back in September and would keep us here
unt1ll Cctober and let us have a 1little time for election
and call you back the day after electlon,

QUESTION: Supposing you recess for the Re-
publican Convention. Do you szt & re- ...

SEN. HUMPHREY: ... Reconvening date ...

QUE TION: ... & reccnvening date, Then you ...

SEN. HUMPHREY: ... Regess for the Democratic

Convent ion.
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QUESTION: Suppose you don't set yourself one,
then he'll heve to eall you?

'SEK. HUMPHREY: He'll call us baok, yes. But
I'm sure that we would set a reconvening date if the
Fresident asked for it. 4And I think it ought to de
erystal clear that Fresident Johnaon 1s determined
to pass this Civil Rights Bill.

(Insudible remark.)

SEN. HUMPHREY: No question sbout 1t.

QUESTION: Let me ask you, the President has
made 1t crystal clesr ... let's assume he has made it
erystal clear, because he has, I'm certain that he has.
How then, some of the mlored leaders have msde it feirly
clear, specifically, that 1f there !sn't setion on it,
there might be some more rough stuff this yesr...

SBN, HUMPHREY: Mm-hmmw. More demonstrations ...

GUBSTION: More demonstrations and so on. If
the Senate should ¥ doing what 1%t thinks {s making petty
good time on 1ts schedule and the demonstrations came end
they got out of hand and they had ... 1t gave 2 dad ...
reflected badly on them, do you think that could set them
back any? Do you think that would have any meterial ef-

fects, apecifically, on ...
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SEN. HUMPEREY: Temporarily ... temporarily.

QUE'TION: They could do themselves some damsge
this summer 1f they got shead of themselves anywhere.

SEN. HUMPHREY: Yes, let's put it this way. I
think we ought to expect some dmonstrations becsuse there
is a fever In the country. Some people call it the Negro
revolution., There is an unrest in the country, and I
have been particularly concerned about after June 15th,
snd have made no secret of 1%, when the young men and
women get out of college.

Now these young people in college sre ideallstic...

(2) 8 <+ Volatile ...
SEN. HUMPHREY: *.. And I think all of us re-

member thet there's a bit of the Mﬁ;vl in all of us, you
know, the slight amount of rebellion against constituted
au thority and a great deal of rebellion against what
people ... young people think is injustice. They;ru::to-
matic on this.

Purthermore, this generation has never reslly
hed a big 1ssue to get a hold of. Ve hsven't had "Ban
the Bemb"™ demonstratlons like they've bhad in Britelnm,
for example. e haven't hed any pecifistlic movement

here or any grest militery movement as such. Our young
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people have lived pretty ruch tﬁe good life and they re
st a point now where they re arocused, s large number of
them, end they'll Joiq/namn of these demonstrations,

Pirst, ther'll ...

QUESTIOH: ..¢ You're spesking of white as well
88 sse

SEK, HUH?HREY- White? Oh, yes, very dlinitely.
 And they will joint in some of these demonstretions in
the spirt of, well, a good, peaceful demonstraticn. And
then somebody gets hurt. And then somebody gets shoved
around. And then somebody is thrown in ' dall., DNow, I
donft want to be misunderstood, but I think it's quite
clear that many & young pﬁr;on 'enldn:t mind belng in
Jail a night or two ... it's sort of , you know, 1t's
part of growing up they would say. I don't sgree with
that, but I'm older now, you kno'. But I hnva young
sons and I know & lot of young paoﬂle, our house 1is
filled with them. It's sort of a lark. But once 1t
happens, something hapens to them. 4And that's what I
worry ebout. That 1f there 1s any dlsorder, if the
police do ¢o to work on some of these youngsters and
1f some of them are thrown in Jall because they vio-

lated some local ordinence or some state statute, then
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you're going to have rﬁal troudble, end thls coll® ae-
tually heppen, not so much because of Negroes, but be-
cause of young, energetic, vital, active, ideallstie,
young white men end women. HNow 1 don:t want to have
thet heppen and that's why I have been trying, as a
Senator, to try to set an example here in the Senate
for reasonable conduct, faiglay, rurholrnﬁco, tolerance,
pz tience. Now if we can conduct curselves thls way, we
may be able to hold off some of these more rabid and,
well, disorderly, demonstratlions.

QUESTINK: Yeh, but, Senator, they're Just
liadble to mlsconstrue ... and I think you're doing the
right thing as you outlined it and you know you're doing
the right thing to get 1t through the Congress, let's
put 1t that way ...

SEN, HUKPHREY: Thet's my job.

QUEETI'H: They might misconstrue this wiser
speed, adﬁt were, of ycur handling of it, ass dregging
your feet. They might »kconatrue that,

S8EN. HUEFHREY: There 1s some of that already.

QUESTION; Impatience there wouldn't be justi-
fled because you know whet you're doing, and certalnly
youre completely sympathetic to their ceuse. They'd be
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well advised ini&eur opinion, then, to know your side
of the thing and know what's going &n snd not be (in-
audible) at all, '

SEN. HUNMPUREY: Yes, I have tried to keep the
leaders of the responsible orgenizations and the re-
sponsible leaders informed as to what we're trying to
doe

QUESTION: Yah, that's whet I ...

. SEN. HUMPHREY: And I want to make it quite
clear that I am golng to do what I think needs to be
done here, regerdless of outslde pressures. I cannot
have everybody trying to be a legislator, and I cennot
lead sny demonstrations. Now, I have my Job to doj; other
people have their Job to do. Now I do visit with men
like Roy Wilkéns of the Netlonal Assocliation for the
Advencement of Colored People; he's a responsible, rino.-
and yet & militant man. He's not ... he's couragoous,
he's no weakling. I've visted with Dr. King and with
Mr. Fermer and with Whitney Young of the Upban League,
with Clarence Mitchell who 1s here with the KAACP,
with our friends from Labor and the many from the
Nationel Counell on Civil Rights, and I believe

they know what we're trying to éo, and they must .., we
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must have falth, you know. As I tell them, I won't
sell them out. My whole 1ife is= involved 1n thls,
There will be no sellout. ¥We'rs going to do what we
think 1s right to be done and necessary to be done
in order to get a workable, arfaativc, enforceable
bill,

(Cut 1in tape.)

QUESTION: (Insudible) ... csuse here. Do
you ... what e'fect do you think Governor Wallace s
having on the lntieainiﬂhgihtt vote? Is he cutting ...
is he making snother little party for hieelf? Is he
slicing that off? Ias he ...

SBN. HUNPHREY: You uban. 12 ss0

QUESTION: Well, how much of the vote for
Governor Wallace thet he's been getting in primaries
is an anti-civil rights vote? Almost all, huh?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Not all. But I think it's
fair to say that what Wallsce has done 1s to demonstrate
that the elvil rights issue, pro and con, is not s sac-
ti-nel lssue. It's a natlionel 1ssue.

QOEZTICH: You can take 1t up north snd get

some there ...
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SEN. HUMFAREY: You get zeople up north thst
are anti-civil rights, and, of course, you get a larger
niﬁovity that are snti-civil rights bill down south.
There are sctually, I think it's falr to say, that in
the natlon there aren't too many people that are really
ant! civil rights. They wouldn't want to be lilned up ase
anti civil righta, but they will be anti the federal
government doiﬁg anything sbout 1t, Or they'll be anti
any psrticuler speciasl type of leglisletion. But there
are people that just plaein don't like ¥egroes snd there
are people that don't like Orientals, people that don't
like Scandinaviens, snd so on, and they ...

QUESTION: ... And they feel they have a right
to say that and not have the Scandinsvians or Negroes or
Pakistani thrust on them, as 1t were.

SEN., AUMPHREY: Thsat 1s the way they feel.

Er. Wallace has used every politicsl trick in the book
to muster this support. What has surprised me in the
states that he selected 1s thot he didn't get more sup-
port, and I am not saying thils to in eny way diminish
the effect of hils election ... or I mean of his votes
or of his showing.

Let me glve you an example, there are three

or four states of t ¢ Union in which you can enter @



l1-21

Presidentlal primary and almost predict what wlll hap-
pen. One stute is Wisconsin, where you have easy cross-
over. There is no, what you ecall, firm, closed primary
- Republicans go into Democrats, Democrats into the Re-
publican; 1it's been done. Yet, you may remember what
haprened to Wendell #ilkie one time wien they were 'n
a Wigconsin primary. £ think you recsll what heppened
to Hubert Humphrey. I do snyway.

Here ¥Wallsce selected Wlsconsin, which has
the cross-over possibilities; Indians, that has a very
substantlal section of its state that traditionally
would follow a sort of southern leadersh!ip; snd Maryland,
that's historically been known as part southern, pert
northern. 4+t was from the days of the Civil ¥ar. So
here #r., Vdlace moved irto these astates. (Laughter.)

(Several people begin talking.)

SER. HUEPHREY: Now, what happened to Wallacge?
He moved into these states and he doesn't run agalnst a
natlonal candidate. He 1s competition egainst a governor
in two states and a senator in ancother. Now, in eech steate
a governor is always under tremendous pressure, particu-
larly ss he tries %o raisd revenue. And in Wisconsin Gov.
Reynolds was not at the peak of his popularity as a

governcr when he ran as the stand-in or faverite son
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for President Johnson. So that Wallace got votes that
not only ordinaerily would come to Wallace, and there
were votes in Wisconsin that would come to Wallace...%e
have people of that persuaslon in Minnesota and every
other stste. He also got some votes that were oross-
overs from Republicans. He also received some votes
from people that said, "Well, this !s a good way for
me to tell off (Gov. Reynolds."

QUESTION: Wasn't 1t true that Gov, ¥elsh
also (inaudible) ...

SEN. HUMPHREY: True. Exactly. The same

thing in Gov. Wdsh. Take in the instance of Reynolds,

Reynolds was backing a highway proposal, a bond !{ssue
I believe it was, & fund relsing proposal for a highway
program and that program was defested § or 6 to 1. 6
to 1. HNow Reynol’s ... Welsh was the viotim of a sales
tax opposition. I think 1t's quite remarkable that
Reynolds and Welsh did as well as they did. And not
only that, but 1;?;nntnnco of Indlana, Welsh actually
cut down the percentage of vote that Wallesce got out
of Wisconsin.

(2) : That's right - 1t wes 31, I

think.
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SEN., HUEPEREY: Now in Maryland where it's
yet to be seen I figure that Wallace will do as well
as he did in Indisna. He might even do better. I
predicted in Indisns that he wruld get about 35% of
the vote. I thousht of the Democratic vote, that's
what I thought he would get. Now these are only pre=-
dictions but they are based on some knowledge of the
political picture in these states. I was not parti-
cularly alarmed out of the size of the vote thet Wel-
lace got in Wisconsin. In faect, I told Bod Albright,
sitting right in here, that I expected Wallace to get
about 30§ of the total vote. Now he dld get 34% of
the Democratic vote, but I expected him to get about
308 of the total vote.

QUEETION: Well, this brings us to the so-
ealled whitu{ backlash. If there is such a thing, how
is it being felt here by the legislators working on
the Civil Rights Bill? eo. Uhat's your mall volume?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Well, in the beginning the
mell ran sﬁrongly against the bill, There were these
newspaper ads, there was a barrage of p_fopagenda
throughout the country. This ad that was put out by
the Co-ordinsting Committee of Fundamental Freedoms,
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whatever they call !t, & hundred billlion dollar black-
mall or blacklack ad. That stirred up opoosition, but
the mail hes changed. I think our mail is running now
about 66«35 for the billl; at the worse 60-40; and at the
best some weeks 75-25. And th!s 1s characteristic now
in the Senate.

QUESTION: 1Is that for the Blll or is that
for the intrinsic ...

SEN. HUMPHREY: Well, they're talking about the
Bill now. I will say this thet in most states people are
fairly well Informed in general about the Bill. Now,
remember this thaet no group ... large group of ocitizens
13 ever totally informed about & bill. For example,
the business community endorsed the tax bill; the- didn't
know what was In 1t., (“sughter.) They knew ... they
really knew in genoral what wa: in 1%,

(%) % It Just sounded good.
SEN. HUMPHREY: Ysh. 4nd the labor movement

will endorse frequently a labor ... supposedly a d1ill
for labor, snd they don't know whath in 1t. Sometimes
they'll be against one and they don't Ymow really all
the detells that's In 1t. It's a general attitude thst
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you get. But you take the press in my paert of the
country. They've been running an analysis of the
5111, every sectlon, and then they run en snalysis
of the ¢ivlil rights law that we already have in Min-
nesota. Well, of course, frankly, this bill that
we've got before us here is Caspar Milguetoast com-
pared with the clvil rights laws that we have in the
state of Minnesota or in the state of Wisconsin, in
the stete of Iowa, practically every state north of
the Mason-Dixzon Line.

QUEETION: Are publie sccommodations in
the . 31 states that alresdy have ...

SEN, HUMPHREY: 35 states that alresdy have
% i d mean, 32 states that already have 1t, Ixcuse
me. 32 states snd the District of Columbia.

(At thils point someone interrupts with an
inavdible remark.)

CEN, HUMPHREY: Aetually, for all practlesl
purposes 1t would apply only to the remsinder. Aind one
of the amendments thet's being worked on on this bill
right now 1s to teke Into conslderation these stsate
statutes, you see; to let the first Impact of law at
the state level; end then you'd szort of appeal up to
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the Federal level. This 1s one of the proposals that's
being given considerstion.

QUESTIOR: On the business of getting the re-
maining six or seven that you're goling to need for clo-

- ture, wmt are you golng to have to give to get those
six or seven?

SEH. HUNHREY: Well, this is what we're talking
sbout In the conferences that we've been holding, of which
aom2 people have been critical, of which they've been cri-
tlesl. I came to the conclusion, sa I sald some time
earllier in our discussion here, in the very first days
of this responaibllity ofbeing the floor lesder in the
Civil Rights Bill that I hsd to have Mpr. Dirksen; and
not only ¥r. PDirksen - we're not talking Hubert Humphrey -
Mr. Dirksen; we're talking about whet Ep, Dipksen repre-
aents. He's the most effective spokesmen oryﬁho opposi=-
tion and he 1s the most effectlve spokesmsn snd the
le ading spokesman of the Republicens in the Congress of
the United Ststes,

We made this & non-partissn lssue. e wants
a civil rights bill. I belleve this. I don't think
he's fooling st all.

QUESTION: When you say opposition then, you

don!t mean an ant! ...
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SEN. HUMPHREY: I donit mean antl civil rights,
I mean we' re spesking !n the broadest towards a Republiocan
and Demoorat, yes.

Therefore, L spnt a grest deal of time in private
talk, rriandly,‘uooial, private, pcliélonl talk with
Bverett Dirksen. I mean I see him eviry day and I'd say
to him in the past, "Now, Everett, when ere we going to
be ready to talk about this bdIll?”®

"Well," he'd say, "we'll wait a2 little while."
And he had his own timetedle plus the fact that Mr, Dirk-
sen 1s an able and astute men in the field of public re-
lations; he wasn't about ready to let these amendments
be considered without having his imprint on them. And
in my position, I had to recognize that whatever happened
in this bill would have to have his imprint on it, and I
am fully !n support of that. So we've gone along now and
ve've made adjustments. We've been negotiating, and we
are at the stage right now where we're refining langusge
in the bill, where we're attempting to find aress of
agreement. ¥e have not been able to arrive st any posi-
tive, any firm agreement,because as I've told Senator
Dyrksen, I'm not Interested in smendments on this bill

as such. I em interested in amendments that bring whset
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you were talking sbout, Kilt, some more votes. And

how do we get those? After we get these smendments

&1l put together then wa'll go to our respective
cauncuses and we'll see whether we can sell these amend-
ments. Can we conV!nece people that these amendments
are helpful? If we can, we'll plok u; the extra votes.
Because we have to get some out of the Demoerats, too.
We have & few Democrsts, northern and western Democrats,
that aron"_t voting cloture.

Now, Xiss Mackin, how about you?

MISS MACKIN: These amendments in sny ... do
you need sny compromise at all?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Well, thgy do not mean compro-
rise In terms of knocking out a section of the bill or
of completely destroying enforceability or the enforce-
ment procedures. They do meen compromise as to what
follows 1t ...

MISS KACKIN: Political compromise.

SEN. HUMPHREY: Politlcal compromise in the
beginning, namely that this 1nnf: going to be a Humphrey
bill and it 1s not going to be a Presldent Johnson bill:
it's going to be a Congress ... a bill of the Congress
and of both political parties. Thet much compromise we
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started out with., The House compomised the ... put
8 good déasl of compromise in the bill. HNow, what
we're solng to do, we'll take & section, for example,
like the Fair Employment FPractices Section. This is
highly controversial. And I recognize that it's a
new field of endeavor for the Federal government ...

QUESTION: The most controversiasl?

SEN: HUMPHREY: The most controversial, Now,
one of the sectlons that the House put in that bill re-
quires a very exacting and detaliled system of reporting.
Business men as a group are pretty tired of filling out
Pederal reports, end I must say thet I have sympathy with
them. I'm not particulsrly interested in having & large
number of Federal buresucrats rumning around the country
snooping every place. W,'ve got encugh of them, and I
feel that way. And I asid t!ils way In the conference
the other day. §glte'ra now perfecting new language

that will minluifo the reports, that will In & sense
P‘fﬂit whatever ... et the initisl staﬁgnany investige-
tion that has to be made will be mede "By state offlecials.
The right of appeal to come to & Federal com=lission - but
this, if you wish to csll that compromise, it's ... I call

it an edjustment. I cgll it a sensible one, sece.
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QUESTION: It might even be an improvement.

SEN. HUMPEREY: I think it 1s definlitely an
improvement, :

QUESTICN: Do you have & rough® date for clo~
ture (.tnaudi&:i?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Well, I've haé to keep shifting
i1t, but my view that we ought to get it if we're golng to
follow the timetable that we had In mind of getting a bill
out of here before the Republican Convention, snd ss I
sald, in the eerly part of July, that we ought to be
able to bring cloture some time sfter the middle of June.
I think that we ...

QUESTION: And then ymu'll get it through ...

SEli. HUMPHREY: And then once we get cloture,
see, things wove fast. Then you'll get 1t to the House ...

(Several people speak st once.)

QUESTIN: Will eivil rights be a major issue
in the campalgn this fall?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Not if we pass this blll. Ip
we don't pass thls b1ll, I say quite frankly that I worry
that <.« waat will happen, not only in the streets, not
only tecause of demonstrasticms, not only because of frus-
tration which will lead to violence and disorder, but I
am afrald that politicsl spokesmsn will &11 tske very
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opinionated, firm, irrecongilable positions and 1t will
be almost imposaihio to eﬁ;r hat_nnything out of 1t.
In other words, if we enn;t pass this blll before these
two conventions are ovor,fthnnﬁit\rill get into the
campalgn and then people /will sccuse each other, and
then the men that run rﬁé office in sreas ...
(?) ::'... lillioutpromiae each other ...
SEN. HUNPHREY: They'll outpromise each other,

They'll teke stands that Just make 1t utterly impossible,

if not impossible, at least vuryjdirrioult for us to legis-
late, you see ... ;

QUESTION: In your compromise they (?) should
have made en honorable basis for 8plit ... (Rest inaudidle).

SEN. HUMPHREY: Exactly. And people will stop
talking about each other. And this whole thing will be-
come Involved in political turmoll, pollitical intrigune,
and political unrest ...

g (2)  : Simple politics ...

SEN. HUMPHREY: So what I invelghed my Repube
lican friends and Democratic friends to do is, I sal4q,

"Please, let's get thls one out of the way."
Thils would be exactly like taking the lssue
of defending Berlin into the respective pditlcel campaigns
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and dividing our country on the basiec issue of
natlonal ucurlty, or whether we shaquld have the
atqﬂbqub. I meen, we've tried to keep nationsl
security ... and 1t 1s, 1t's just sbout that ex-
plosive, If we could keep thls issue out of the
partisan oonte;t, I think we'll make a dlatinet con-
tribution to the Amerlcan politicsl scene.

QUESTICON: Do you think ... shifting a little
bit, do you think that leadership of the ...

(End of Reel 1)

S8EN, HUMPHREY: There's no danger of
Johnson's health breaking down. As I said, the only
(1naudible) ... he's happy, he's golng, you know,

QUESTION: We can't leave this without a
1ittle politics. Is the ... do you think that having
led the fight for eivil rights in the Senste 1s likely
to be a sericus llablility In the South for you on the
nsticnal ticket, in considerstion of your position on
the national ticket?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Well, I don't think 1t will
be any asset. I don't think it's a serious liabllity.
Imy be ... woll, let's put it this way, then. At one
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time In my public 1ife, I was loocked upon by meny of
our southern friends es an enemy of the south, an
snathema to them, but I don't belleve they thinifhat
now because the South has had a chance to see n; in
operation in more areas than jJust eivil rights. In
fact, in many areas of leglslation I wored very closely
with the Scuthsrnersbnd 1 feel a very close identity to
thelr rural areas, for exsmple, and to the problems of
growing cities. There is a great simlilerity between
the ¥iddle West and the South Iinfverything - transporta-
tion problems, new industry, theproblems of the farm,
rural Americaj; all of these are matters that we see
almost eye to eye. I have never been particulsrly
eritical of the South as such, I think that I ap-
preclate thelr problem; they've grown up with this
problem and 1f we'd grown up with 1t, we'd maybe

act somewhat the same way; what I'm trying to do

&8s the leader in this ... aa one of the leaders in

this civil rights fight is to discuss the merits

of the legislation, to discuss this as & natlonal
issue, non-partissn issue, and as a moral issue.

And, in & sense, reslly to see if together we can't

- more or less help the South resolve this l=sue, and

I am convinced in my own heart that a number of
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Southern lesders want us to do thls. They can't
agree with us, but they know 1t has to be done,

QUESTION: When you speak of the moral
issue, I know about a year or 8o sgo, the Administra-
tion wae very concerned at what seemed s lack of pro=-
per psrticlpaticn by msny influential groups in the
comminities and especially in the Horth, including
the clergy in this profoundly moral 1ssue., Is there
in the ... I am of the persuasion that in the year
that's pessed, there has been a change, but have you
seen any signiflicant changes in that diprection?

SEN. HUMPHREY: Definitely. The most {m-
portant development in the past year 1n the Amertecan
public 1life is the esctive participetion of the spiritual
leaderz of all the major faiths in this moral issue of
civil rights and humen rights. This i1s 1t. This 1s the
new margin of strength. Instead of this just becoming
the 1ssue of the NAACP or the Urban Lesgue or CORE or
some geographic group or some so-called libersl groups,
this has beccme a truly moral issue givaﬁ lesdership b~
the ministry. 4nd I want to tell you, we are the luckiest
people in the world that thils has happened because too
often those people that should give lesderanip to a
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movement like tails -hssilta!:e to do sc. I am speaking
now of professional pec:plo, of buslness people, of
people 1n;m1dd10 income and people -Me_&;«sm-
ably cultured, educated, they hoaitnﬁo to d; it.

And the e:lttro:nint walks in and takes over then. And
frequently the Communists will take over. And what
has happened, instead of the Communists being able to
take over the civil rights movement, even though they
nibble at it and they try to Infiltrate it, actuslly
the eivil rights movement to date has a guiding spirit
from the churches ... from the Catholiec, Frotestant
snd Jewlsh faiths. They have been able to get on top
of this isaue so to speak and to hkve glven 1t ingira-
tlon and guldance. When I saw that march on Wsshington
last August, I thought to myself, "How different thls
demonstration is than some that we've seen In the past
in America.” In the dark days of the '30s when meny
segments of the American ¥oor movement were infiltrated,
for example, by the Communists - they were cleaned out
later on, indeed, but they did lead for awhile. The
Negro in America has resisted Communist infiltration,
and 1 think the basic reason that he's reslated it is

that, number one, most of the Negroes for a long time
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lived In rural sress. Seccndly, they were close to
their little church, whatever thelr falth, snd close
to thelr clergy. Now, with this urbsnized soclety,
this industrislized society and the change in the whole
pattern of our living in the last 25 or 30 years or
even more, let's say in the last quarter of a century
the top leadership now of the churches have moved in.
And when the Catholic Church took the position that it
did early on school desegregation, a very difficult
position for many of them in the South, this took
great courage and great spiritual courage, and this
set the pattern. Then the Notional Council of
Churches and then, of course, the rabbinical groups,
the Jewish groups have alweys had & close 1dentity
with these problems of mlnority groups and of dilscrimi-
nation and intolerance.

I think there are many things that happened.
The election of uiun that was of he Catholie falth to
the Fresidency, the organization of the ... the active
participation of spiritual leaders {n the civil rights
movement -~ these have become two of the most signifilcant
developments in this perlod of Americen history. And
despite all the other troubles that you hear sbout snd
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I mean the hate and the extremists, these two factors
overshadow everything else. I think this 1s all to
the good, that's why I think we're going to win.

(?) : That's a very good statement,

Senator,

QUESTION: Let me ask you s couple of personsl
ones. If the President plcks you as Vice-FPresident,
how do you run for Vice-President? Or don't you?

(Laughter and comments by various people.)

SEN., HUMPHREY: In 19056 Adla! Stevenson came
down here and we had & big dinner in Washington, I
remember becasuse the late and beloved Walter George,
who was then here at that time, and I sat at that dinner
and sat right alongslde of idlal Stevenson, and he said
to me, "I need to talk to you."

And so we went upstalrs in the hotel ... 1t
was the Meyflower ... and we had a talk end he sald -
we were talking about the possibilities ot;Vic.-proai-
dentlal candidate and everybody was beling mentioned as
they generelly are - 1t's one thing that really doesn't
bring you too much fame 1s to be mentioned as a possi-
vility for Vice&President ... (Laughter) ...

(%) 1 I agree.
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SEN., HUMPHREY: If you've been anything
up from sn aldermen on up, ym've got a chance to be
mentioned, you know, so 1 didn:t quite realize 1t that
much at that time, but we went upstairs and tallmd and
we talked about different people and talked and talked
end he said, "Well, why don't you do something about 1&%"
In so many words.

I said, "What do y~u mean?"

"Well, there's no resson 1t shouldn't be
you. ¥Why don't you do something about it?"

He didn't say it should be, he just said
there wasn't any resson 1t shouldn't be. (Laughter.)
Well, I interpreted this as did others that this was
sort of an open, going to be a «.. if I bestirred my-
self & 1lilttle bit, I might be consldered. 4nd I did
bestir myself a blt, as did others, as you recall, and
then Senator Kennedy and Senator Kefauver and there
were others - Sem tor Jore was belng considered and
there were a mumber of them. W%e all bsatirred our-
selves; we triéd to run for Vice-Presldent, end 1
can still see myself running around those corridors
in that hotel ...

QUESTION: In Chicago?
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SEN., HUMPHREY: In Chicago ... &nd really
I hate to remember 1t. (Laughter.) So let me Just
say that you just don't run for this one ...

{(2) : That was the longest night in

history.

SEN., HUEPHREY: Yesh, 1t was ... but you know
I must say that I don't regrei & bit ef 1t. It was all
such an invaluable experioneo} If you're golng to be in
polities, you ought to be in the gsme. You know, you
ought to be in the battle. It's sort of 1like 1if you'ne
going to play football, donit come in for just one or
two plays and then get roughed up. You never understand
the geme. You've got to have cleat marks on your back,
you know? (Laughter.) And believe me, I've got them.
Well, snyway, I'1ll Just end up by saying that the only
way I know that you can do anything sbout this is to
make yourself suffliciently worthy or to conduct your=-
self in a menner so that you would be worthy of con-
sideration, not only just personalbonduct ... that's
important, buqbolitlcal maturity, responsibility, in-
sight; the FPresident is going to decide what he needs
to give him the kind of help he needs; I don't think

1t's so mueh balance any more. All things have changed
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- thie 18 a much smaller country becsuse of communica-
tion. It isnit as if you have to have somebody that
speaks for one part of the country because you'll never
get down there, you know. Evedybody knows everybody
else in America. This has become almost like one big
nelghborhood. But what you really need and what Presi-
dent Johnson's golng to do, I'm conviaced of this, in
he's going to select someone that he feels he can work
with. Number two, someone that he feels that can take
on the responsibilities that he would give to that man
as his partner, as his Vice-Fresident. And number three,
if the worst should happen, that our nation would not be
found without a worthy successor, because Yohnson is a
patriot, He's not just a Democrat. You know, many
people think that when he talks about national unity
and that this ought to be ... that we ought to be a
great united natlion that this is political talk.

I've sat right in his office with him when
he hsd tears in hils eyes ten years ago tellinz me the
same thing. I know this fellow. He really means 1t.
He believes it and I'm convinged of one thing, he 1is
net golng to select any man for the office of Vice-

President just to please a particuler faction or group
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or to just ... just to sort of balance off. He's
going to select somebody he can work with, live with,
that he can trust, that ﬁa knows understands polities,
and that he thinks has the qualities somewhere near
gt least of belng able to sssume the burdens of office
in case ... the offlce of Ppresidency ... in case it
happened.

I don't ¥now of anybody that fits all that
pilcture, but he'ﬁl maybe find him, I3

QUBEETION: D you think he would have to
go outside the Democratic Party to find such s man?

SEN. HUMPHREY: I wcula hoze not. 1 would
hope not. <+ think the Purty\ihi;ervaa to have a mem-
ber of the Party, but again I'don't say this 1s en
absolute requirement, but he'll ... I think Johnson
understands this ... ‘resident Johnson understands
this well enough to know what he needz to do.

QUESTION: I didn't really fully mean to
lead Into the end (%) of that ... interesting (inaudidle)
+ss about that. Do you mean Stevenson really made a
hace out of 1t?

SEN. AUMPHREY: Oh, of course! Finslly, you

know, he threw the whole thing open at the convention.
You may rest assured that President Johnson won't do that.
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(Laughter.)
(Meny remaiks, most inaudible.)
(2) : But he's already indicated -

he says, "I'll let you know,."
i2) : That really was the wildest

night I've ever seen.
(2) s Oh, boy (7).
(%) ¢ That Wednesday and Thursday.
(%) ¢ That was & free for all.

(More similer statement all arsund until
tape 1a cut.)
“nd of Interview.



FOLLOWING ARE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN THE INTERVIEW WITH SEN.
HUMPHREY:

@: SENATOR, HOW LONG BO YOU THINK THIS BEBATE IS GOING TO LAST?
ALL SUMMER?

At NO, UNLESS THINGS TURN MUCH WORSE WE OUGHT TO GET THE BILL
TO THE WHITE HOUSE FOR SIGNATURE BEFORE THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION
(JULY 13).

@s IF THE BILL ISN'T PASSED~~AND THE RATE OF PROGRESS BDOESN'T
SATISFY SOME OF THE RIGHTS GROUPS=-ARE WE LIKELY TO HAVE TROUBLE
THIS SUMMERT

At LET'S PUT IT THIS WAY:s I THINK WE OUGHT TO EAFECT SOME
PEMONSTRATIONS BECAUSE THERE IS A FEVER IN THE COUNTRY. SOME PEOPLE
CALL IT THE NEGRO REVOLUTIONs. THERE IS AN UNREST IN THE COUNTRY, AND
1 HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT AFTER JUNE 15TH, WHEN THE
YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN GET OUT OF COLLEGE.

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE LIVED PRETTY MUCH THE GOOD LIFE AND NOW
THEY'RE AROUSED, A LARGE NUMBER OF THEM, AND THEY'LL JOIN IN
DEMONSTRATIONS.

@t YOU'RE SPEAKING OF WHITES AS WELL AS NEGROESe«se

At YES; VERY DPEFINITELYe THEY WILL JOIN IN THE SPIRIT OF G003,
PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATIONS. AND THEN SOMEBOBY GETS HURT, SOMEBODY GETS
SHOVED AROUNB, SOMEBOBY IS THROWN IN JAIL. IF THERE IS ANY DISORBER,
IF THE POLICE DO GO TO WORK ON SOME OF THESE YOUNGSTERS ANB IF SOME
OF THEM ARE THROWN IN JAIL BECAUSE THEY VIOLATEE SOME LOCAL ORBDINANCE
OR SOME STATE STATUTE, THEN YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE REAL TROUBLE, AND
THIS COULP ACCTUALLY HAPPEN, NOT SO MUCH BECAUSE OF NEGROES, BUT
BECAUSE OF YOUNG, ENERGETIC, VITAL, ACTIVE, IBEALISTIC, YOUNG WHITE
MEN AND WOMEN.
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@)'SOME RIGHTS GROUPS MIGHT CONSTRUE THE PACE AT WHICH YOU'RE HANBLING
THE BILL AS BRAGGING YOUR FEETess

At THERE IS SOME OF THAT ALREABY, BUT I MAVE TRIED TO KEEP THE
LEADERS OF THE RESPONSIBLE ORGANIZATIONS INFORMED AS TO WHAT WE'RE
TRYING TO DO. AND I WANT TO MAKE IT QUITE CLEAR THAT I AM GOING TO
DO WHAT I THINK NEEDS TO BE DONE HERE, REGARDLESS OF OUTSIDE PRESSURES.
I WON'T SELL THEM OUT. MY WHOLE LIFE IS INVOLVED IN THIS. WE'RE
GOING TO DO WHAT WE THINK IS RIGHT TO BE BONE AND NECESSARY TO BE DONE
IN ORPER TO GET A WORKABLE, EFFECTIVE, ENFORCEABLE BILL.

@: WILL CIVIL RIGHTS BE A MAJOR ISSUE IN THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN
THIS FALL?

At NOT IF WE PASS THIS BILL. IF WE DON'T PASS THIS BILL, I SAY
QUITE FRANKLY THAT I WORRY WHAT WILL HAPPEN, NOT ONLY IN THE STREETS,
NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF DEMONSTRATIONS, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF FRUSTRATION
WHICH WILL LEAD TO VIOLENCE AND BISORDER, BUT I AM AFRAID THAT
POLITICAL SPOKESMAN WILL ALL TAKE VERY OPINIONATED, FIRM,
IRRECONCILABLE POSITIONS AND IT WILL BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO EVER
GET ANYTHING OUT OF IT.

@t TO FORCE AN END TO THE UNLIMITEP DEBATE NOW GOING ON IN THE
SENATE SO YOU CAN VOTE ON THIS BILL YOU HAVE TO APPLY THE CLOTURE
RULE, HOW'S THAT GOING TO WORK?

At IT REQUIRES TWO=THIRDS OF THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING==NOT
NECESSARILY TWO-THIRDS OF THE 100 SENATORS=-TO LIMIT DEBATE. ON AN
ISSUE AS SERIOUS AND AS CONTROVERSIAL AS CIVIL RIGHTS, MOST ALL THE
SENATORS WOULD BE PRESENT. SENATOR ENGLE IS ILL; TWO-THIRBS OF
THE 9 IS 66 AND THAT'S WHAT WE'D NEED FOR CLOTURE. ONCE A
CLOTURE HAS BEEN AGREED TO, THERE ARE 100 HOURS OF BEBATE AVAILABLE
ON THE BILL AND ALL AMENDPMENTS THAT MAVE BEEN PRESENTED AND READ, ONE
HOUR PER SENATOR. !
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@t HOW MANY VOTES BO YOU HAVE LINED UP FOR CLOTURE?

At WE HAVE 58 THAT WE COULD PIN DOWN FOR SURE. BY MAYBE A LITTLL
EXTRA WORK RIGHT AT THIS TIME, WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO GET UP AS HIGH AS
61, SO WE NEED FIVE TO SIX MORE THAN WE PRESENTLY HAVE, AND THAT'S
JUST AS FAR AWAY AS FROM HERE TO THE MOON IF YOU DON'T HAVE THEM.

@t WHERE ARE THOSE VOTES GOING TO COME FROM?

At IT ISN'T THE 19 SOUTHERNERS THAT ARE PREVENTING THE PASSAGE OF
THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL; THEY'RE OPPOSED TO IT, BUT THEY DON'T HAVE THAT
MUCH POWER. IF WE CAN GET THE 81 OTHER SENATORS=~OR 66 OF THE OTHER
§1 SENATORS,TO BRING CLOTURE WE CAN THEN VOTE UP OR DOWN A CIVIL
RIGHTS BILL.

Q: WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO MAVE TO GIVE TO GET THOSE NEEPED VOTES
FOR CLOTURE?

At WELL, THIS IS WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT IN THE CONFERENCES
THAT WE'VE BEEN HOLBING, OF WHICH SOME PEOPLE HAVE BEEN CRITICAL.

I CAME TO THE CONCLUSION IN THE VERY FIRST BAYS OF THIS RESPONSIBILITY
OF BEING THE FLOOR LEABER IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL THAT I HAD TO HAVE
THE COOPERATION OF MR« BIRKSEN (OF ILLINOIS, THE SENATE MINORITY LEADER).
HE'S THE MOST EFFECTIVE AND LEADING SPOKESMAN OF THE REPUSLICANS IN THE
CONGRESS. WE MADE THIS A NON-PARTISAN ISSUE. HE WANTS A CIVIL RIGHTS
BILL.

@: HOW DOES THIS COOPERATION WORK=-=CAN YOU GIVE US A LOOK AT THE
INNER WORKINGS OF THE SENATE HERE?

At 1 SPEND A GREAT DEAL OF TIME IN PRIVATE TALK, FRIENDLY,

SOCIAL, PRIVATE, POLITICAL TALK WITH EVERETT DIRKSEN. 1 SEE HIM
EVERY DAY AND I'D SAY TO HIM IN THE PAST, "NOW, EVERETT, WHEN ARE VE
GOING TO BE READY TO TALK ABOUT THIS BILL?*®

-
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*WELL," HE'D SAY, "WE'LL WAIT A LITTLE WHILE.® HE HAD HIS OWN
TIMETASLE AND MR. DIRKSEN IS AN ABLE AND ASTUTE MAN IN THE FIELD OF
PUBLIC RELATIONS; ME WASN'T ABOUT READY TO LET THESE AMENDMENTS BE
CONSIBERED WITHOUT HAVING HIS IMPRINT ON THEMs ANB IN MY POSITION, I
HAD TO RECOGNIZE THAT WHATEVER HAPPENED IN THIS BILL WOULP HAVE TO
HAVE HIS IMPRINT ON IT, AND I AM FULLY IN SUPPORT OF THATe. SO WE'VE
GONE ALONG NOW AND WE'VE MABE ADJUSTMENTS.

@1 WHAT SORT OF ADJUSTMENTS?

A: WE TAKE A SECTION, FOR EXAMPLE, LIKE THE FAIR EMPLOYMENT
PRACTICES SECTION, THIS IS HMIGHLY CONTROVERSIAL.

At (CAPS) THE (UNCAPS) MOST CONTROVERSIAL?

At ccnr%)txz (UNCAPS) MOST CONTROVERSIAL. NOW, ONE OF THE
SECTIONS THAT THE HOUSE PUT IN THAT BILL REQUIRES A VERY EXACTING AND
DETAILED SYSTEM OF REPORTING. BUSINESS MEN AS A GROUP ARE PRETTY
TIRED OF FILLING OUT FEDERAL REPORTS, AND I MUST SAY THAT I HAVE
SYMPATHY WITH THEM. I°M NOT PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN HAVING A LARGE
NUMBER OF FEDERAL BUREAUCRATS RUNNING AROUND THE COUNTRY SNOOPING
EVERY PLACE. WE'VE GOT ENOUGH OF THEM. AND I SAID THIS IN THE
CONFERENCE THE OTHER DAY. SO WE SET OUT TO PERFECT NEV LANGUAGE THAT ~
WILL MINIMIZE THE REPORTS, THAT WILL IN A SENSE PERMIT THAT THE
INITIAL STAGE OF ANY INVESTIGATION THAT HAS TO BE MABE WILL BE MADE
BY STATE OFFICIALS. THERE WILL BE THE RIGHT OF APPEAL TO TOMETV A
FEDERAL COMMISSSION.

@: ABOUT A YEAR AGO, THE ADMINISTRATION WAS VERY CONCERNED AT WHAT
SEEMED A LACK OF PROPER PARTICIFATION BY MANY INFLUENTIAL GROUPS,
INCLUBING THE CLERGY, IN THIS PROFOUNDLY MORAL ISSUE. THERE HAS BEEN
A CHANGE, HASN'T THERE?
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A: THE MOST IMPORTANT BEVELOPMENT IN THE PAST YEAR IN AMERICAN
PUBLIC LIFE IS THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF THE SPIRITUAL LEABERS OF
ALL THE MAJOR FAITHS IN THIS MORAL ISSUE OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND HUMAN
RIGHTS. THIS IS THE NEW MARGIN OF STRENGTH. AND I VANT TO TELL YOU,
WE ARE THE LUCKIEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD THAT THIS HAS HAPPENED BECAUSE
TOO OFTEN PELOPLE THAT SHOULD GIVE LEABERSHIP TO A MOVEMENT LIKE THIS
HESITATE TO DO SO=~PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE, BUSINESS PEOPLE, PEOPLE IN
THE MIDPDLE INCOME. AND THE EXTREMIST WALKS IN AND TAKES OVER.
FREQUENTLY THE COMMUNISTS WILL TAKE OVER. BUT INSTEAD OF THE
COMMUNISTS BEING ABLE TO TAKE OVER THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT=--EVEN
THOUGH THEY NIBBLE AT IT AND THEY TRY TO INFILTRATE IT--ACTUALLY THE
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT TO DATE HAS A GUIBING SPIRIT FROM THE CHURCHES,
FROM THE CATHOLIC, PROTESTANT AND JEWISH FAITHS., WHEN I SAW THAT
MARCH ON WASHINGTON LAST AUGUST, I THOUGHT TO MYSELF, "HOW BDIFFERENT
THIS DEMONSTRATION IS FROM SOME WE'VE SEEN IN THE PAST IN AMERICA."
IN THE DARK DAYS OF THE *30S WMEN MANY SEGMENTS OF THE AMERICAN LABOR
MOVEMENT WERE INFILTRATED, FOR EXAMPLE, BY THE COMMUNISTS=-THEY WERE
CLEANED OUT LATER ON, INDEED, BUT THEY DPID LEAD FOR A WHILE. THE
NEGRO IN AMERICA HAS RESISTED COMMUNIST INFILTRATION.

WHEN THE CATMOLIC CHURCH TOOK THE POSITION THAT IT DID EARLY ON
SCHOOL DESEGREGATION==A VERY DIFFICULT POSITION FOR MANY OF THEM IN
THE SOUTH, THIS TOOK GREAT COURAGE AND GREAT SPIRITUAL COURAGE, AND
THIS SET THE PATTERN. THEN THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND THEN,
OF COURSE, THE RABBINICAL GROUPS, THE JEWISH GROUPS HAVE ALWAYS HAD A
CLOSE IDENTITY WITH THESE PROBLEMS OF MINORITIES AND OF DISCRIMINATION
AND INTOLERANCE.
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MANY THINGS MAPPENED. THE ELECTION OF A WAN OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH
TO THE PRESIDENCY, THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF SPRITUAL LEADERS IN
THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT--THESE ARE TWO OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT
DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS PERIOD OF AMERICAN HISTORY.

@: HOW MUCH OF THE VOTE GOVERNOR WALLACE HAS BEEN GETTING IN
PRIMARIES IS AN ANTI-CIVIL RIGHTS VOTE? ALMOST ALL?

At NOT ALL. I THINK IT'S FAIR TO SAY THAT IN THE NATION, NORTH
AND SOUTH, THERE AREN'T TOO MANY PEOPLE THAT ARE REALLY ANTI CIVIL
RIGHTS. BUT THEY WILL BE ANTI THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DOING ANYTHING
ABOUT IT. OR THEY'LL BE ANTI ANY PARTICULAR SPECIAL TYPE OF
LEGISLATION. BUT THERE ARE PEOPLE THAT JUST PLAIN DON'T LIKE NEGROES
AND THERE ARE PEOPLE THAT DON'T LIKE ORIENTALS, PEOPLE THAT DON'T
LIKE SCANBINAVIANS, AND SO ON. MR. WALLACE MAS USED EVERY
POLITICAL TRICK IN THE BOOK TO MUSTER THIS SUPPORT. WHAT HAS
SURPRISED ME IN THE STATES THAT HE SELECTED IS THAT HE DIDN'T GET
MORE SUPPORT, AND I AM NOT SAYING THIS TO IN ANY WAY DIMINISH THE
EFFECT OF WIS SHOWING.

@: WHAT IS THE LONG DEBATE ON THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL GOING TO DO
TO THE REST OF THE PRESIDENT'S PROGRAM=-THE OTHER FIVE OR SIX
MAJOR BILLS THAT HE WANTS ACTION ON?

At IF VE CAN FINISH THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL IN LATE JUNE OR THE 1ST
OF JULY, WE CAN MOVE ON THE APPROPRIATION BILLS, THE POVERTY BILL,
THE PAY BILL, SOME AID TO EDUCATION, THE FOOB STAMP BILL AND THE
MEDICARE BILL. BUT IF THIS CIVIL RIGHTS BILL IS NOT OUT OF THE WAY
UNTIL AFTER THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION, THERE'S ONLY ONE THING FOR THE
PRESIDENT TO DO IF HE WANTS HIS PROGRAMs THAT'S TO CALL THIS CONGRESS
BACK INTO SPECIAL SESSIONe AND I THINK MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS HAVE
TO RECOGNIZE THAT THEY MAY VERY WELL BE MERE UP UNTIL OCTOBER.

~Q==0=
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@: HOW DO YOU RUN FOR VICE~-PRESIBENT? OR BON'T YOU?

SENe HUMPHREY: IN 1956 ADLAI STEVENSON CAME DOWN HERE FOR A BIC
DINNER. I SAT ALONGSIDE HIM AND HE SAID, "I NEED TO TALK TO YOU."

SO WE WENT UPSTAIRS IN THE HOTEL==IT WAS THE MAYFLOWER==AND WE HAB
A TALK. WE WERE TALKING ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES OF A VICE-PRESIDENTIAL
CANBIPATE AND EVERYBODY WAS BEING MENTIONED, AS THEY GENERALLY ARE=~-
IT'S ONE THING THAT REALLY DOESN'T BRING YOU TOO MUCH FAME TO BE
MENTIONE® AS A POSSIBILITY FOR VICE~PRESIDENT tnaucﬁia:...

IF YOU'VE BEEN ANYTHING FROM AN ALDERMAN ON UP, YOU'VE GOT A
CHANCE TO BE MENTIONEB, YOU KNOW, ALTHOUGH I BIBN'T QUITE REALIZE IT
AT THAT TIME. BUT WE TALKEP AND TALKER ABOUT BIFFERENT PEOPLE AND
TALKED AND TALKED AND HE SAID, ™WELL, WHY DON'T YOU DO SOMETHING
ABOUT IT7" I8!SO MANY WORBS.

I SAID, "WHAT DO YOU MEANZ™

"WELL, THERE'S NO REASON IT SHOULBN'T BE YOU. WHY BON'T YOU B0
SEOMTHING ABOUT IT?®

HE DIDN'T SAY IT SHOULD BE, HE JUST SAIP THERE WASN'T ANY
REASON IT SHOULBPN'T BE. (LAUGHTER.) WELL, I INTERPRETED THIS AS BID
OTHERS THAT THIS WAS GOING TO BE OPEN AND IF I BESTIRREP MYSELF A
LITTLE BIT, I MIGHT BE CONSIDERED. AND I BID BESTIR MYSELF A BIT, AS
BIDP OTHERS, SENATOR KENNEBY, SENATOR KEFAUVER, SENATOR GORE AND
THERE WERE A NUMBER OF OTHERS. WE ALL BESTIRRED OURSELVES; WE TRIED
TO RUN FOR VICE-PRESIDENT, AND I CAN STILL SEE MYSELF RUNNING AROUND
THOSE CORRIBORS IN THAT HOTEL IN CHICAGO.



AND REALLY I HATE TO REMEMBER IT. BUT YOU KNOW I MUST SAY THAT
I DON'T REGRET A BIT OF IT. IT WAS ALL SUCH AN INVALUABLE EXPERIENCE.
IF YOU'RE GOING TO BE IN POLITICS, YOU OUGHT TO BE IN THE GAME.
IF YOU'RE GOING TO PLAY FOOTBALL, BPON'T COME IN FOR JUST ONE OR TWO
PLAYES AND THEN GET ROUGHMED UP, YOU NEVER UNDERSTAND THE GAME.
YOU'VE GOT TO HAVE CLEAT MARKS ON YOUR BACK, YOU KNOW? (LAUGHTER)
AND BELIEVE ME, I'VE GOT THEM., THE ONLY WAY I KNOW THAT YOU CAN 30
ANYTHING ABOUT THIS IS TO MAKE YOURSELF SUFFICIENTLY WORTHY OR TO
CONPUCT YOURSELF IN A MANNER S0 THAT YOU WOULP BE WORTHY OF
CONSIBERATION, NOT ONLY JUST PERSONAL CONBUCT...THAT'S IMPORTANT,
BUT POLITICAL MATURITY, RESPONSIBILITY, INSIGHT.

THE PRESIBENT IS GOINGC TO BECIPE WHAT HE NEEDPS TO GIVE HIM THE KIND
OF HELP HE NEEDPS; I PON'T THINK IT'S SO MUCH BALANCE ANY MORE. ALL
THINGS HAVE CHANGEDP--THIS IS A MUCH SMALLER COUNTRY BECAUSE OF
COMMUNICATION. IT ISN'T AS IF YOU HAVE TO HAVE SOMEBORY THAT SPEAKS
FOR ONE PART OF THE COUNTRY BECAUSE YOU'LL NEVER GET POWN THERE, YOU
KNOW. EVERYBODY KNOWS EVERYBODY ELSE IN AMERICA. THIS HAS BECOME
ALMOST LIKE ONE BIC NEIGHBORNOOD. BUT WHAT YOU REALLY NEED AND WHAT
PRESIBENT JOHNSON'S GOING TO D0, I'M CONVINCED OF THIS, 1S SELECT
SOMEONE HE FEELS HE CAN WORK WITH. NUMBER TWO, SOMEONE THAT HE FEELS
THAT CAN TAKE ON THE RESPONSIBILITIES THAT HE WOULD GIVE TO THAT MAN
AS HIS PARTNER, AS HIS VICE~PRESIBPENT. AND NUMBER THREE, IF THE WORST
SHOUL® HAPPEN, THAT OUR NATION WOULP NOT BE FOUNP WITHOUT A WORTHY
SUCCESSOR, BECAUSE JOHNSON IS A FATRIOT. HE'S NOT JUST A DEMOCRAT.
YOU KNOW, MANY PEOPLE THINK THAT WHEN HE TALKS ABOUT NATIONAL UNITY,
ABOUT A CREAT, UNITEP NATION, THAT THIS IS POLITICAL TALK.



I'VE SAT RIGHT IN THIS OFFICE WITH HIM WHEN HE HAD TEARS IN HIS
EYES TEN YEARS AGO TELLING ME THE SAME THING, I KNOW THIS FELLOW.
HE REALLY MEANS IT. HE BELIEVES IT AND 1'M CONVINCED OF ONE THING,
HE IS NOT GOING TO SELECT ANY MAN FOR THE OFFICE OF VICE-PRESIDENT
JUST TO PLEASE A PARTICULAR FACTION OR GROUP OR TO JUST SORT OF
BALLANCE OFFs HE'S GOING TO SELECT SOMEBOBY HE CAN WORK WITH, LIVE
WITH, THAT HE CAN TRUST, THAT HE KNOWS UNBERSTANBS POLITICS, AND
THAT HE THINKS HAS THE QUALITIES SOMEWHERE NEAR AT LEAST OF BEING
ABLE TO ASSUME THE BURDENS OF THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIBENCY IN CASE
IT HAPPENED. I BON'T KNOW OF ANYBODY THAT FITS ALL THAT PICTURE,
BUT MAYBE HE'LL FIND HIM,

@: DO YOU THINK HE WOULD HAVE TO GO OUTSIPE THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY
TO FIND SUCH A MAN?T

SENe HUMPHREY: I WOULD HOPE NOT. 1 WOULD HOPE NOTs I THINK THE
FARTY DESERVES TO HAVE A MEMBER OF THE PARTY, BUT AGAIN I DON'T SAY
THIS IS AN ABSOLUTE REQUIREMENT, BUT I THINK PRESIBENT JOHNSON
UNDERSTANDS THIS. PRESIDENT JOHNSON UNBERSTANDS THIS WELL ENOUGH TO
KNOW WHAT HE NEEDS TO BO.

@: STEVENSON REALLY MABE A RACE OUT OF THE VICE PRESIDENTIAL
NOMINATION IN 1556eees

SEN. HUMPHREY: OH, OF COURSE! FINALLY, YOU KNOW, HE THREW THE
WHOLE THING OFEN AT THE CONVENTIONe YOU MAY REST ASSUREP THAT
PRESIDENT JOHNSON WON'T PO THAT.

“Qa(=
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