
Ra io ~ape for Cliff Bouv~~ette 

For Taping Nay 13, l 6 

Ladies and gentlemen • • • this is Senator Hubert 

E~~p rey speaking to you from my office an Capitol Hill 

in ~ashington . • • 

I would lihe to make a brief report on the · !ar on 

Poverty that President Johnson has asked us to undertal~e . 

It is a struggle in uhich all .America must enlist ••• a 

strug .)le against a condition that ue have been inclined to 

ignore . I don't b elieve we \·Jere completely unaware of the 

existence of poverty in our midst . But I think it has 

been easy to ignore because it is not concentrated in 

any one spot . 
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There is nothing neH about the evils of poverty. 

Its destructive toll on the human spirit--even more than 

its social cost in welfare and disease--has torn at our 

sense of justice . ~.hat is neH abo'lt poverty is that it 

is not neceseary . 

\'ie are able to do ore about poverty- than 1...re ever 

could before . America's resources are so developed that 

we have the means and the knot·~ledge to '"ring people into an 

adequate sharing of our total economic life . Americans no 

longer have to live in poverty and it is wonderful that 

this is so . It Hill be nothing less than criminal 

negligence if our knowledge , and our resources , are not 

used to help people help themselves . 

Poverty is distributed among different groups and exists 

in separate pockets . It affects the lives of more than 40 

million of our fellow Americans vlho must live at or below 

the level of subsistence . 
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These people are not shiftless , lazy or without ambition . 

They have just been forgotten after slipping through the cracks 

of a rapidly changing society that is revolutionizing our 

econo~~1ic life . 

Five basic progr·&'t's are included in the plan President 

Johnson ho.s proposed as a beginning in our 1·1ar to eliminate 

poverty. It was sent to the Congress in a bill called 11 The 

Economi c Opportunity Act of l964.n r:lhis legislation is 

1-vhere we must begin . 

It will give underprivileged Americans an opportunity 

to continue their education and to develop skills in work- study 

and work- training programs . It 1-fill provide funds to help 

local communities develop plans to fight poverty on their own. 

It will provide small business loans to boost investment and 

create more jobs . And it will give Americans of all ages 

an opportunity to enlist as volunteers in the 1-1ar on poverty . 
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In the area of emplo'r.ment , we must provide jobs and 

trained people to hold them. Mhis will enable those in 

need to do l-Ihat t ey really Hant to do--stand on t eir own 

feet . Jobs are !1.eeded nore than ··relfare • • • v.relfare alone 

only mows the tops of the dandelion and does not get rid 

of the weed . 

In the area of education, v-re must place more emphasis 

on schooling for the children of the underprivileged . The 

cycle of poverty must be broken if the misfo1:tunes of the 

fathers are not to be visited upon the sons . 1\fe must help 

these children escape under-education, unemployment , low 

income , dependency, weakened family authority, and personal 

inadequacy. 

In the area of local initiative , we must provide help 

to local communities that want to take the initiative in 

eradicating poverty . This fight is a national responsibility 

but its successful completion depends on the help and initiative 

of every citizen . 
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; ... 11 of us have been called on to enlist in the strugrle 

to help our felloH .ll.rnericans forced to live in poverty • • • to 

support the leadership of President Jo1nson in this 

undertaking • • • and to fulfill our responsibilities of 

"tvorld leadership . I am convinced l-Ie have the Hjgiom and 

the h~~n concern to do the job . Thank you. 
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LaAliea ai GeatleMn 

bou \j el't~ 
A RADIO TAPE FOR CLIFF BOURCHETTE 

Tlt.is is Seu.ter lluapkrey speald.JaC te yeu troa fiT ettiee ea Capi tel Hill 

ill Waslliactea ••• 

I saeuli like te aa1ce a brief repert en tae War ea PeTerty te vaica 

Presitlent Jell:uea Aa8 callea us. I u aet 'MlieTe we were cellpl.ete~ i&aeraat 

U.ut tae en.teace et peTerty ia our aiut. We were aweTer incliua te 

ipere it. We ceula ae t1aat 'Meause peTerty is aet cencentratea ill my eae apet. 

It en.ts ill peckets et t1ae elierJ.T tuekea ava7 aere 1 ill a eentral city sl• 

tlMtre, ill a -.rci•al rural ana se..nere else1 ma 1a scatterea threuca etJaer 

recieu l.1ke A.ppalacAia aere it ean easily 'M eTerleelcea eTen tuuca it 

upresaes a recien. It is natural .ter all et us te leok at tae ltricat aaa 

pass lt7 tM ucl1' • 

But taere is ae excuse fer us te 11pus 1ty ea tlle etller siae" lilce tJae 

Priest aaa tAe IArtte ill tae •ter7 et the Geei Saaaritaa, vJaea aere tau 40 

.Ulien et eur .tellw "'-rieau aust liTe at er ltelw tae leTel et •ultaiateaee. 

Taese peeple are aet skittless 1 lazy, er vi taeut a111ti tien. Taey laaye just lteea 
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that is reTelutieniziac eur ece...S.c lite. 

U •• 1pere tl.- ,.er tvtaw w wUl tuna nr uca •• ~· 'Naic Taluea 

ef eur JuMe-C1lriatian 1.-ritap. It will H a o..,1ete 41acrac• it tlae rica.at 

seciet7 • tlae fue et tM earta tails te lift ita peer ilate a atatua et aelt-

tlae evils et pft'ertT• Ita UpriTatiena A.IIW ucr&U.tiena laaYe D&gM a ciTilizea 

censcieace fer ceaturies. Wlaat ia new alteut it, is that is is ne 1eqer 

..... S&l"T. 

Taerefere w aust el1•1aate it. Preaiunt Jelmsen 1taa cal.lea fer a 

war upea it atil it ia elild.aatea. file pre,..ala ae lias aeat te tM Ceacr-sa 

ia •Tile Ecea.ic Op,.rtUidt7 Act ef 1964" are w1tere w IIU&t '-cia• TM7 are 

austaia. 

ciTea ep,.rtunit7 te aeTe1ep akilla aU. centinue eaucatien en a werk-trai.DiDc, 

werk-stuq precraa. •riean ceamnitiea vill •• ciTen eppertunit7 te 4eTe1ep 

pl.aas te fipt -1#1~#7 tiMtir .,. pRert7 vi t1t Feural usi.atance. Saa 1 MlaiMas 

1eau will ciTe i.JrYeat..ent incentiTe te create •r• illpl.,.ent. FaJli.1.7 unit7 
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will 'H suataine' lt;r jet suppert et those uaaltle te care fer their tud.lies. 

Aaerieana ill all parts et tile ceuntey UMi ef all aces will 'H ciTen tlle . 
eppertuni t;r te enlist as Teluateers in tile war oD pevert;r waereTer it exists. 

The prillciplea cuiiiac tae attack en peTert;r are clears 

M~1~ 
1. Jeu are Dee4e4 •re tbm welfare. Te ciTe welfare vitaeut jelts is te 

create epea4ency. Wllere1 auun aee• is urcent, et ceurse wltare relief saeula 

lte ciTen. But welfare aloae eJll7 ••s tae tepa et tae Un.ulion ana 4oea not 

cet ri4 et tU vee... Jelts aust M preTi4ie4 ana peeple JIU8t lte traine .. te aela 

taea. Taen tae;r ca •e wut t)ley real.l;r want te 4.-stu4 en taeir nn teet. 

~~4~ 
2. Tlle war ea peTert;r puts a aajor ellpllasis upen tlle e•ucatien et tae 

ollil.Uoela et tM ua&erprirtlece•. It tile llistertunes of tM tatllera are net te 

lte rlsite4 -Ilea the sena, tM selt-perpetuatinc cycle et pnert;r auat lte ltreken. 

Unur-ellucatien, uneapleyilent, lev inco•, apenaency, wewne4 tuily autherit7, 

anti persenal. ina&equacy ltreei tllauelves. Tlleretere ve llll&t assault tae taska 

et eiucatien ef the ;rouq te ulp taea ltreak eut et tae c;rcle. 

~~1~~ 
3. All Aaerica aust lteceme aware, take iDitiatiTe, velunteer. This 

•ana iDAii.Tilluals, lecal co~nitiea, atatea, reciens. PeTerty is net a preltlea 

enl;r et the peer. It ia a u:tienal pre~em ana respenailtUit7. I kaft' we bTe 

tlae reaeurces vita vhica te eliJainate pnerty. I ltelieTe we )lave tM wit, visa• 
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ani tlle ll'tlllan concern. 

ille lea.Hrald.p or Presient Jolmaon :aust .. supporte&. All Aaerica 

:aust enlist in tlle struccle tor the iuration. We we tlrls to our tellw 

Americans. We owe this to our responsiailities tor ledersllip in the wrlt. 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


