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Ladies and gentlemen . . « this is Senator Hubert
Humphrey speaking to you from my office on Capitol Hill
in Washington, «

I would like to make a brief report on the War on
Poverty that President Johnson has asked us to undertake,
It iz a struggle in which all America must enlist , . . &
strugzle against a condition that we have been inclined to
ignore, I don't believe we were completely unaware of the
exlstence of poverty in our midst, But I think it has
been easy to ignore beecause it is not concentrated in

any one spot,



There i1s nothing new about the evils of poverty,
Its destructive toll on the humen spirit--even mors than
1ts social cost in welfare and disease--has torn at our
sense of justice, What 1s new about poverty is that it
iz not necessary,

We are able to do more about poverty than we ever
could before, America's resources are so developed that
we have the means and the knowledge to bring people into an
adequate sharing of our total econcmic life. Americans no
longer have to live in poverty and it is wonderful that
this is go, It will be nothing less than criminal
negligence if ouwr lknowledge, and our resources, ars not
used to help people help themsslves,

Poverty is distributed among different groups and exists
in separate pockets, It affécts the lives of more then }0
million of our fellow Americans who must live at or below

the level of subsistence.



These people areée not shiftlsss, lazy or without ambition,
They have just been forgotten after slipping through the cracks'
of a rapidly changing society that is revolutionizing our
econonmic life,

Five basic programs are included in the plan President
Johnson hns proposed as a beglnning in our war to eliminate
poverty, It was sent to the Congress in & bill called "The
Hconomic Opportunity Act of 196L." This legislation is
where we must begin.

It will give underprivileged Americens an opportunity
to continue thelr education and to develop skills in work-study
and work-training programs, It will provide funds to help
local communities develop plans to fight poverty on their own.
It will provide small business loans to boost investment and
create more jobs, And it will give Americans of all ages
an opportunity to enlist as volunteers in the war on poverty.
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In the area of employment, we must provide jobs and

trained people to hold them. This will enable those in
need to do what they really want to do--stand on their own
feet., Jobs are needed more than welfare . . . welfare alone
only mows the tops of the dandelion and does not get rid

of the weed.

In the area of education, we mugt place more emphasis
on schooling for the children of the underprivileged, The
cycle of poverty must be broken if the misfortunes of the
fathers are not to be visited upon the sons, We must help
these children escape under-education, unemployment, low
income, depeﬁdency, weakened family authority, and personal
inadequacy. .

In the area of loecal initlastive, we must provide help

to local communities that -want to take the initiative in
eradicating poverty. This fight is a national responsibility
but its suecessful completion depends on the help and initiative

of every clitizen.



All of us have been called on to enlist in the strugszle
Yo help our fellow Americans forced to live in poverty . . . to
support the leadership of President Johnson in this
undertaking . . « and to fulfill our responsibilities of
world leadership. I am convinced we have the wisiom and

the human concern to do the job, Thenk you,
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Ladies and Gentlemen
This is Senater Humphrey speaking to yeu from my eoffice en Capitel Hill
in Washingten. . .

I sheuld like to make a brief repert en the War on Peverty te which
President Jehmsen has called us, I de not believe we were cemplstely ignorant
abeut the existence of poverty im our midst. We were however inclimed te
ignore it. We could de that because poverty is net cencentrated in my one spet,
It exists in pockets of the elderly tucked away here, in a central city slum
there, in a marginal rural area somewhere else, and is scattered threugh ether
regiens like Appalachia where it can easily be everleoked even though it
depresses a region, It is natural fer all of us te leok at the bright and
pass by the ugly.

But there is ne excuse fer us te "pass by en the ether side" like the
Priest and the Levite in the stery ef the Geed Samaritan, when mere than 4O

millien of eur fellew Americans must live at or belew the level of subsistense.

These peeple are net shiftless, lazy, er witheut ambitien, They have just been
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fergetten when they slipped threugh the cracks ef a rapidly changing secisty
that is revelutienizing eur ecenemic life,

If we ignore the peor further we will turm eur backs en the basic values
of our Judee-Christian heritage, It will be a cemplete disgrace if the richest
secisty on the face of the earth fails te 1lift its peer inte a status ef self-
respect and independence abeve the peverty lime, There is nething mew abeut
the evils ef peverty. Its deprivatiens add degradatiens have nagged a civilized
censclence for centuries, What is new abeut it, is that is is ne lenger
necessary,

Therefere we must eliminate it, President Jehnsen has called fer a
war upen it wntil it is eliminated, The prepesals ke has sent to the Cengress
in "The Econemic Opperturtity Act ef 1964" are where we must begin, They are
enly a beginning, but they centain the principles mid ferm of the attack we must
sustain,

Five basic preograms are prepesed, Underprivileged Americams will be

!
given eppertunity te develep skills and centinue educatien en a werk-training,
werk-study pregram, Ameriecan cemmunities will be given eppertunity te develep

plans te fight Jeféffy their ewn peverty with Federal assistance, Smal busimess

leans will give investment incentive te create more émpleyment. Family unity
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will be sustained by :]oﬁ suppert ef theose umable te care for their families.
Americans in all parts of the ceuntry and ef all ages will be given the
eppertunity te enlist as volunteers in the war on peverty wherever it exists.
The principles guiding the attack en peveriy are clear:
r}\/\. O ias CL La-*-‘}/—,,\.-_e,vfi

1., Jebs are modod more tha welfare, Te give welfare witheut jobs is te
create dependency. Where human need is urgent, ef ceurse welfare relief sheuld
be given, But welfare alone enly mews the teps of the dandelion and does net
get rid of the weed, Jobs must be previded and peeple must be trained te held
them, Then they can do what they really want te de--stand en their ewn feet.
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2. The war en pvert.y puts a major emphasis upen the education of the
children of the underprivileged, If the misfertunes of the fathers are not te
be visited ffen the sons, the self-perpetuating cycle ef peverty must be broken,
Under-education, unemployment, lew income, dependency, weakened family autherity,
and persenal inadequacy breed themselves. Therefere we must assault the tasks
of educatien ef the young te help them break eut ef the cycle.
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3, All America must beceme aware, take initiative, velunteer, Zhis
means individuals, lecal cemmunities, states, regiens. Peverty is not a problem

only ef the poer. It is a national preblem and respensibility. I kmew we have

the reseurces with which te eliminate peverty. I believe we have the wit, wisdem



and the human cencern.

The leadership of President Johnsen must be supperted, All America
must enlist in the struggle for the duratien, We ewe this te eur fellew
Americans, We ewe this te eur responsibilities for leadership in the werld,

mm.
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