MINNESOTA RADIO TAPE FOR WEEK OF MAY 13, 1964

FOR BROACAST WEEK OF MAY 17, 1964

Ladies and gentlemen, , .
This is Senmater Hubert Humphrey, reportimg to you from my eoffice on
Capitel Hill, im Washingtem, . .

Toeday I wish te repert #ff that approximately eme quarter of a millien
dellars has just been granted to the University ef Mimneseta for the purpese
of traiming special teachers for hamdicapped childrenm, Tho significance of
these grants te our state umiversity cam be see if we leok at the problem the
nation is trying te meet,

schoel-age
It is estimated YX4f emservatively, that 6 millien/childrem im the United

States meed special educatiom, This is approximately 12% ef all of the school

age children emrolled at the present time, These whe need special educatioen
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have a variety eof handicaps. iIhejr include children who are blind, er partly
blind, the deaf and hard ef hearinmg, these with speech impairments, the erippled,
the emetiemally disturbed, er the seclally maladjusted, the mentally retarded,
and chilldren with speeial health preblems,

Mest of these children can be educated as well as amy ethers, “hey ean
be traimed fer ecomemically preductive and useful lives, but enly if we have
teachers whe have been traimed im the special techniques of teachimg them, One
may be a very goed teacher of a mermal child and met kmow hew te cepe at all with
the preblems eof a handieapped one,

We have a great shertage eof these specially traimed teachers, We nmeed
200 theusand of them, "e have enly abeut 60 theusamd. What is werse, at eur
receat rate of preductien, we woeuld be serving enly abeut eme third of ewr
handicapped children by 1968,
This is hardly a telerable situatien fer the United States, Im 1963,
Lokt do sy atrd 2. T
the Gomgreu“1 passed an act te previde fer the cemstructiem of memtal retardatien

facilities, and community memtal health centers, This-was—landmark-legisletien

IWMI—.H&M. It previded fer research

inte the esauses and cures eof #f the various hamdicapping eenditienms, ﬂlq
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Impertant _as this is hewaser, it-wee recegnized that i% weuld net be
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effective as leng as there is a persistent and nmatienwide shertage of qualified
teachers te imstruet the handiecapped, Therefere the bill previded $11.5 millien
for the first year, and imcreasing ameunts in sueceeding years te provide fer

fellewships amd trainiag grants te these preparing ff to teach e Kiddiddppdd/

LoTh R AT, O S
these children of special needs, cetd, al 2 i ndf
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This legislatien was clese teo the heart of eur late President Kemmedy,
It was perhaps the last pieee of major legislatien he was privileged te sign.
At the time of signing it he remarked that a matiem as rich im human amd material
reseurces as eurs ceuld net afferd te megleet these children. As he said,
these childrea "meed no lemger be aliem to eur affectiens er beyond the help
of our communities."
Up until new, enly the few parents whe ceuld afferd expemsive and often
distant private fadilities ceuld get help fer their childrem, We are en the
way mew te previdimg help te all cemmunities amd te all childrem whe need it,
We can take pride im Minneseta that eur state umiversity is equipped te

give this special teacher trainimg amd has been feund werthy ef awards te help

it increase greatly the number of students m'u mest the teacher

shertage im special fields., 2t has received grants in the fields of Memtal

Retardatiomn, Visually Hamdicapped, Speech Cerrectiem, The Serieusly Emetienally
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Disturbed, and the Crippled er Other Health Impaired children,
Many imstitutiens aeress the natiend Ih.:we alsolbun given grants te he4 /J
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eof teachers
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i:ﬁtr have qualified in as many different areas as has the Umiversity eof
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Minneseta, Omce again we are able, as we Hw ether rm, net enly

't:
l VL i
te help the citizens eof o;i-m—;tnu, but centribute to the welfare and the
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enrichment of th,\rntio/l as a whele,—And @5 usual, we are net enly proud-te;
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