
FOR BROADCAST WEEK OF MAY 24, 1964 - -----

Ladies anci GentleJMn - -

This is Senator Hultert Huapbrey speaking to y~u tr m Jfl3' office en 

Capitol Hill in Wasbi.n«ton • • • 

Teday I want t report on procress that is •ein& ma4e te develep more 

econollic eppertunities in northeastern Minneseta in the woed. preducts industry. 

We all know, and we have 'Men fiistressed •Y the tact, that northeastern Minnesota 

has sufferea from declininc iron ore mining and declining agricultural employment. 

At the same time hwever there is an economic resource in tim'ber that is not 

being used. Much more tillMr could 'De cut. Indeed, for the welfare of the forests 

much 110re sheuld "· ~his d.evelepment has suffered however f'rem the a•sence of 

fundamental research into the uses of w od pred.ucts, and from lack ef relatei 

marketinc researck. The a•sence of' this research is severelY limiting to new 

employment and econarrlc oppertunities en the land and in Mw w od-•ased. industries 
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that micht ie attracted t the region. 

We can ill afford the luxury ef' unused timlter resources • Therefore I am 

pleased that the Interior Su•committee on Appropriations has approved a 

#2301 000 appropriation to osta•li•h a Wood-Products Marketing and Applied 

Utilization Laaoratory at Duluth, Minnesota. This laboratory will find ways 

in which local forest resources and forest industries can make a greater con-

tiru'Dition to the sociu ana economic weltare of the people of nertheastem 

chain 
Minnesota. It will proviu a necessar;y link in the j~ ohat connects trees 

in the forest to finished wood products for aoth a demestic and a werld market. 

!Att 11e emphasize that the •asic resource is there. In the past 10 

years, the total volume of standing ti.JI'Mr in the five northeastern ceunties of' 

Minnesota, has increase& 53%. While there has 'Men an expandinc Tolume of timHr, 

the cut has lteen aecli.ning. A usirule cut of t~er, from a f restey point of 

Tiew, exceeu the current cut •Y more than ne milli n cords. What is verse is 

that in this case a reaource not use4 is not saved--it is just waste&. The 

Forest SerTice tells me that m accUliUl.at.ing volume of mature and vermature 

tilnDer will •e lost throuch decay and d.oath. 

Fer the p~per care of our forests then, as well as to d.evolop the po-

tential f r new econollic opportunity, we aust cievelop industry here. Uaemploy-



Jlellt a-nrages 10 per cent er more ef the la'Hr terce threucaout the area. 

WUtber er not this area can cain a larcer share of the national presperity 

will iepeni ea the more complete utilizatien ef the avaUa le timber reseurce. 

There are many pessiale new uses of aapea and northern white cedar, which 

we have in altunclance. There is not only a l'lllch larcer domestic ~~arket to M 

evelepeti., but the port of Duluth is an avenue to world market•. With risin& 

stand.artis of liviD~ in IIWlY underdeveloped parts of the werlti, larc• aarkets 

are waitinc to 'De satisfied. 

l'ae new laberatery will prcn'icie informatien en new precesses for wood 

products. It will locate markets specifically, estimate their petent.ial, and 

evise ways te transport ferest preducts more economically. It will d.o this in 

clese a> eperatien with local wood users., ceDIIlunity efficiili, state conservation 

and. 'business d.evelepaent agencies and all who are interested. in expancting the 

econemic eppertunities of the Northern Lake States area. 

The ltasic Talue ef public and private forests alike is affected.. Without 

markets, eTen the future pretiuctivity ef many timlter stands is threatenea. To 

make necessary tb:i nni"' and cuts to illpreve the stan&, there must 8e more market 

fer the products cut. 

In short., we have the w d., we have the la'Mr feree, we have an interest 
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ana nee4 te expand the use of this valuable resource. This new laaoratory 

can previcie the key te unleek economic eppertunity fer northeastern Minneseta 

and the n rtbern Lakes recion in general. 

This will represent a small investment. It sl»uld pay larce diviune 



Minnesota Radio Tape for May 20, 1964 

For Broadcast Week of May 24, 1964 

Ladies and gentlemen • • • this is Senator Hubert 

Humphrey speaking to you from my office on Capitol Hill 

in Washington • • • 

I want to report today on progress in developing 

economic opportunitues in the wood products industry in 

northeastern Minnesota. We have been distressed by the fact 

that this area has been hit by an economic setback caused by 

declining iron ore mining and declining agricultural employment. 

At the same time, however, the area has tremendous 

potential in valuable timber stands that could be used. In 

fact the forests would be improved if the cut were stepped up. 

The development of this economic resource has been slow • • • 

there is no doubt that it would be helped immensely by more 
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fundamental research • • • into new wood product uses and 

into the problems of expanding markets. 

The lack of sufficient research in these areas severely 

limits new employment and economic opportunities on the 

land and makes it difficult to a ttract new wood-based industries 

to the area. Unemployment in t he counties involved averages 

about 10 per cent. We can ill afford the luxury of so 

much unused manpower and timber. 

Therefore I am pleased to tell you that the Interior 

Subcommittee on Appropriations in the Senate has approved a 

$230,000 appropriation for a wood products laboratory at Duluth. 

This laboratory will find ways that local forest resources and 

industries can expand--and provide more jobs and income for 

northeastern Minnesota. It will provide the links connecting 

timber with finished wood products for both the domestic and 

world markets. 
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Although the annual cut in this region has been less 

and less each year, the stand of timber has been increasing. 

In the past 10 years the volume of standing timber in this 

area--mostly a spen and white cedar--has increased 53 per cent. 

The Forest Service tells me we could cut another one million 

cords a year in this area and still ob serve good forestry 

management. What is bad about the situation now is that this 

surplus timber is being wasted--a heavy volume of mature 

timber is being lost because the trees die and decay. 

We have to develop this industry--both for the proper 

management of the fore s t and for the development of new economic 

opportunity. There are many possible new uses for aspen and 

white cedar. There is potential for both an expanding domestic 

market and for an opportunity to ship--through our port 

of Duluth--to underdeveloped parts of the world where 

standards of living are rising. 
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The new laboratory at Duluth wlll provide information 

on new processes for wood products, locate new markets and 

assess their needs and potential, and suggest cheaper ways 

to ship wood products. Working with the laboratory will be 

local ~od users, community officials, state conservation 

people, business development agencies ••• and all who are 

working to expand economic opportunity in the northern 

lake states area. 

The basic value of public and private forests alike 

is at stake ••• without markets even the future productivity 

of these timber stands is threatened. New markets wlll make 

it possible to carry on the thinning and cutting necessary to 

improve the stand and make the forests a permanent source 

of wealth and economic opportunity for this area. 

In short we have the wood, the labor force and the 

interest needed to develop this valuable resource. Now, when 
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we get this new laboratory in operation, we will be able to 

unlock economic opportunity for northeastern Minnesota and 

the entire Northern Lakes area. A small investment is 

involved here ••• but it is sure to pay big dividends 

in both new jobs, new industry, and economic development 

in general. Thank you. 
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