MINNESOTA RADIO TAPE FOR WEEK OF MAY 20, 1964

FOR BROADCAST WEEK OF MAY 2k, 1964

Ladies and Gentl --
This is Senater Hubert Humphrey speaking to yeu from my office en
Capitel Hill in Washington . . .

Teday I want te report en progress that is being made te develep more
economic eppertunities in northeastern Minneseta in the woed preducts industry.
We all know, and we have been distressed by the fact, that northeastern Minnesota
has suffered from declining iron ore mining and declining agricultural employment,
At the same time hewever there is an econemic resource in timber that is nel
being used, Much more timber could be cut. Indeed, for the welfare of the forests
much mere sheuld be, *“his develepment has suffered however from the absence of
fundamental research into the uses of wood preducts, and from lack ef related
marketing research, Jthe absence of this research is severely limiting te new

employment and econemic oppertunities on the land and in new weod-based industries
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that might be attracted to the regien,

We can ill afferd the luxury eof unused timber resources, Therefere I am
pleased that the Interior Subcommittee on Appropriations has approved a
#230,000 apprepriation te establish a Weod-Preducts Marketing and Applied
Utilizatien Laboratery at Duluth, Minneseta, <This laberatery will find ways
in which lecal ferest resources and forest industries can make a greater con-
tirubitien te the secial and economic welfare of the people of nertheastern

chain

Minneseta. It will provide a necessary link in the ¢hff{ff ohat cennects trees
in the forest te finished wood preducts for both a domestic and a werld market,

Let me emphasize that the basic resource is there, In the past 10
years, the tetal velume of standing timber in the five northeastern counties eof
Minneseta, has increased 53%, “hile there has been an expanding volume of timber,
the cut has been declining, A desirable cut of timber, frem a forestiry point of
view, exceeds the current cut by more than ene millien cerds, What is werse is
that in this case a resource not used is not saved--it is just wasted, The
Ferest Service tells me that an accumulating volume of mature and overmature

timber will be lost through decay and death,

For the preper care of our ferests then, as well as to develep the po-

tential for new econemic eppertunity, we must develep industry here, Unenploy=
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ment averages 10 per cent or more of the laber ferce throughout the area,
Whether er not this area can gain a larger share of the national presperity
will depend on the more complete utilizatien of the available timber reseurce,

There are many pessible mew uses of aspen and northern white cedar, which
we have in abundance. There is not only a much larger domestic market to be
developed, but the pert of Duluth is an avenue to world markets., With rising
standards of living in many underdeveloped parts of the werld, large markets
are waiting to be satisfied,

‘he new laberatery will provide infermatien en new precesses for weed
products, It will lecate markets specifically, estimate their petential, and
devise ways to transport ferest preducts more economically, It will do this in
clese o eperation with lecal wood users, cemmunity efficials, state conservation
and business develepment agencies and all who are interested in expanding the
economic eppertunities of the Northern Lake States area,

The basic value of public and private forests alike is affected, Witheut
markets, even the future preductivity of many timber stands is threatened. Teo
make necessary thimning and cuts te impreve the stand, there must be more market

fer the preducts cut.

In short, we have the woed, we have the labor ferce, we have an interest



i
and need to expand the use of this valuable resource, This new laberatory
can previde the key te unleck ecenemic eppertunity for nertheastern Minneseta
and the nerthern Lakes region in general.

This will represent a small investment, It sheuld pay large dividends
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Ladies and gentlemen . . . this is Senator Hubert
Humphrey speaking to you from my office on Capitol Hill
in Washington ., . .

I want to report today on progress in developing
economic opportunitues in the wood products industry in
northeastern Minnesota., We have been distressed by the fact
that this area has been hit by an economic setback caused by
declining iron ore mining and declining agricultural employment.

At the same time, however, the area has tremendous
potential in valuable timber stands that could be used., In
fact the forests would be improved if the cut were stepped up.
The development of this economic resource has been slow . «
there is no doubt that it would be helped immensely by more
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fundamental resesrch . . « into new wood product uses and
into the problems of expanding markets,

The lack of sufficient research in these areas severely
limits new employment and economic opportunities on the
lend and makes it difficult to attract new wood-based industries
to the area, Unemployment in the counties involved averages
about 10 per cent. We can ill afford the luxury of so
much unused manpower and timber,

Therefore I am pleased to tell you that the Interior
Subcommittee on Appropriations in the Senate has approved a
$230,000 appropriation for a wood products laboratory at Duluth,
This laboratory will find ways that local forest resources and
industries can expand--and provide more jobs and income for
northeastern Minnesota, It will provide the links connecting
timber with finished wood products for both the domestic and

world markets,



Although the annual cut in this region has been less
and less each year, the stand of timber has been increasing.

In the past 10 years the volume of standing timber in this
area--mostly aspen and white cedar--has increased 53 per cent.
The Forest Service tells me we could cut another one million
cords a year in this area and still observe good forestry
management, What is bad about the situation now is that this
surplus timber is being wasted--a heavy volume of mature

timber is being lost because the trees die and decay.

We have to develop thils industry--both for the proper
management of the forest and for the development of new economic
opportunity. There are many possible new uses for aspen and
white cedar, There is potential for both an expanding domestic
market and for an opportunity to ship--throukh our port
of Duluth--to underdeveloped parts of the world where
standards of living are rising.
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The new laboratory at Duluth wlll provide information

on new processes for wood products, locate new markets and

assess their needs and potential, and suggest cheaper ways

to ship wood products, Working with the laboratory will be

local w od users, community officials, state conservation

people, business development agencies . . . and all who are

working to expand economic opportunity in the northern

lake states area,

The basic value of public and private forests alike

is at stake . . . without markets even the future productivity

of these timber stands is threatened., New markets will make

it possible to carry on the thinning and cutting necessary to

improve the stand and make the forests a permanent source

of wealth and economic opportunity for this area.

In short we have the wood, the labor force and the

interest needed to develop this valuable resource, Now, when
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we get thils new laboratory in operation, we will be able to
unlock economic opportunity for northeastern Minnesota and
the entire Northern Lakes area, A small investment is
involved here . . . but it is sure to pay big dividends

in both new jobs, new industry, and economic development

in general, Thank you,
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