
Cont1.hg hBre to address a Young ~rats convention 

gives me e. little pe.u e. It seems like only yesterdq that 

even my vita cons1d red l'l:le a Young llamocra't. 

So 1 yoo not Olily honor me# you tlatte:r me \tl.en you ask 

me to substitute .for two such tine young Dernoore.ts as Ted 

Since receiving youl" gl'8Cious invitation frOm 

Governor :Breathitt lve taken a slightly different look 

at the Senate and it's made me do a little t.h1nk1.ng. 

1'he United ta.tes senate is 4 cbailged body since that 

day back 1n 1949 when I .f':lrst took the oath of ortioe at 

the age or 37 ~ Jbr one thing, -we hS.ve ~ motte good 

I 

Democrats 1n the obamber nov. But there's been enotber 

c~, too. '1'he pe<>ple a.re sending younger men to Wli.Shington. 

lb you re&llze tha.t there n01 are ll men in the 

Senate 'Who are under 45? All but two of them 8.X'8 Iemoo~ts. 
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And 1aUc:8 a look at the ~al'aan class or 1962 tbat 

produced Birch !qh and fed l"er1tle47. 'l'bere ~· eight 
I 

I think tb1s tells us ~ dolit the appeal ot 
the Democratic p&.rt)r. I think this tells ua that young 

people are attracted to the Dlmooratio pazwty---tbat t}Vjre 
1a a tuture 1n tbe ~ratio party fur ,-oung people. 

!he main reason tor this 1s that tbt Democratic 
party doesn't disc~ ita young. It :1s not at'ra1d ot 
new ideas. It doesn't tear the tuture. 

'1'he Democratic pai"t7 doesn't Vl'1ng its hands over 

heen--you can •t do e,n:ytlWlg about it." lo _ we loOk on 
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!be late President 1"8nnedy put it wll in his 

st1rr1ng Xn8ugural. AddNSB c n I do not ahr1nk rrom th1G 

reepons1b111ty; I wlaane it." 

!his is also the credo of t1'lllt man who succeeded 

President ~-lfndon 8. Jobrison. 

President Jobn80D baa vowed to o~ on th9 New 
Pront1ex-~ ot John 'I. &mnedy and work toward 

creation Of "The Great Soc1et7. "· !Ie looks tol'W&I'd--not 
M.olcval'd to the u~st Roz!t.con. n 

b issue in lfove!IDlber Vil.l be clear. !he Republican 

P&rtJ-•-or at leaa.t those Vbo ola1m to speak ~or it-is 
procl~ ita "..ming £ott the gOQd old daYs or long ago 

when everythit:lg was oh-so-siniPle. !'her would cope with the 

issues ot the 1960s ry retre&tir)g into tbe last CimttWY. 

low, l aon • t scott at nos tal g:La. It • e a lot or 
~-in its proper pl&Oe. !llt nostalS{a. is not an aoatn>tabl.e 
issue tor the ~ ot 1964. Retreat 1nto the past does 
not solve tbe proelems that cantrant us today. 

\ 

\ 



- 4 -

Jlox- does it do 8lfl' goo4 to oaDe up w1 th a lot of 

"aho0t•f'l1onto.~h1p" noneenae UO\lt ael11ng the !'enneesee 
Valle1 Authol'ity or tl71ng to aorap the Social lecurit., 
qatern \Jt meJdng it voluntary. 

Ko-~ Democrats Mlleve 1n a.ping the lMiat things 
ot the ~t and building on tbem. We 8l'e not atl'a1d to 
look into thil tutuJ:ie and work ~or tbe tull developnen.t 
of ea.ch man's potent~81. 
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1s to ve evet7 i\me1'1oan the means rind the 

to seCl,lre the tter thlnss ot lite tor t1le~Daelves 

and tb&ir chlldl'en. This 1s the 1D11.1:7 goal o the "Great 

1 t7 env1S1crled ~ Prestae t Obnsell. 

It is to our advan~-to the natloo'a advan to 

have eve~ 1n th1s oountrv a8Plriil8 to llv bet~ Ute 

ll ttle b3 ghe:r on the ladder and ha bette:t­

economic portunitle lll1d ~ soo181 u tice. 

That is tw talking about 

tor oi v-11 ~~ts. !'hat 1 Vbat :we 8l'e talldng about wben 

on Poverty. 

ti riohe t nation 1n tbEt world can't etro:t'd to 

have one-tilth~ ita people Uv!ng 1n poverty. The 

!chSat ,nation 1n tbe WOl"ld can•t aft'ol'd unemplqyment 

and ~iods ot ecOnomic l'eee ic:ll. 

~~ I•m bappJ to report tbat u:nde:e tle Kennedy­

John on adm.1n1.stre.t10n w ~ had a l'&cord-~ period 
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nave too much ~nt .... too 1DBll7 pocket&~ pov ~ .... 

tbe cond1tlons that lm!Jed it. 

\ 

\ 
in the l'Ul'el &rea8 ot 

1g cities. 

production and c<:llVert it to totber Pl'Qtitable u s-
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• W1ldl1te an 

tacilltle sn6 new ter 

thiS u bel.p w1n the 

frot't w:tU eane in .tiel 

, 

· tter uo :t1on to <.1UP l.aran. I 

one 'tilld 

ure JW W1ll hei:r aJ.ot or ........ -...... u .... 

the coat t'ran o~ Ol1I- Sl1ort-sigb.ted citi.eens .. 

I ~ture for 

c t1on. we invest 

1n edUo t1on w1ll cane back tenft>ld. An inVestment or 

yOW! and Clal}ghter • tor 8I'ltndch114ren, :for ~ 

coont ucat!on s rwer and educ :t1Cil 1s 



: . .. ) .. 
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tudtmta. W'e 

a~not ~ a desi.r& e goe.J.. 

!naust1,7. 

that ll nev&P be met by" a PQ11t1c8l party- that doesn't 

on17 on aestructictl. 

:t to unite th1 oountiY and not tear it 
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1n the ~t God gives us to see the i'igb.t. 

-
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: o!.:tLcD to look bac Yith·C 
· e £J1."::Z?le li~e still pre• 

c:;.t tho n ... ed to recapture the 

~ol ~3 our eon~ 

But .... prc::.,cte pleading tor a 

return to the glories of y"'oie:oli~ ·t c · ·...., :..:tc ... y to oacritice their 

right to'participe.te in th ... '·., ; c_ ~· ·~., e d to:!lorroll. One hundred 

yeanr in the tuture--in tl.c yc _ : .), .• .;1 ~~ crnfidat thero v1ll be th 

ternmt pl. s to r c :tw.s ~ ~.~:n·... .. ,. \J ieh guided A::ericans in 

the early d cade ot tho nucl • .c cc • Tllen w will ~denl.y 

bee e th hardy pian ora t•.1on~ \~ ..... r., r· "': o.t Virtue :61ld principle 

vill provide the instant olutio s """" ·t: p:-~ le:!D ot the 1ntcr-p.lanetf117 

world ot the 21st centu...7 • . 13'..-t d-:-c... t':cn :i.t : 'Ihio ~e~oaae will be 

Juat co tol.ae then a• it 1a a; •• 

De.5pi te the problos ' 
democrncy in ~rica :J p:r 

'Ibis attimation h!lc b p o .. l .d on_ .r by every generation ot 

k1er1cnns. It does not p:-c.J1ac r- i!f ..,_ ic t aolutions to the c~lex 

proble:ns ot d~ocrt\tic c:;oy'-=n::.;:_ .t. !t r co~1z~s tl t the csaenc ot 

politics ic the asllitt a rc'1U:ti.I '1 o ---:_~ ~ozt difficult or all questions : 

What is· Justiccf \-That is rj..gl1t 7 .c c U~\'~l' s c theoe ansvers az:d 

never govern oura.elna eucce:wf'ul.ly en th b~s!.G C:: .sencrnlltiee, ho.lt· 

truths, an4 eyths-•no ttsr ho:r ,., .. e:":'f ... cir'.J..ly· ~y,pC3l.irlg they ~· be • 

. r:ov ... :rn nt--th V.ayor ot a city ot 

over one-halt million provlc, l . ~ "1 1 ,!lnrcoota•· I belle I hllve 

&car.tJ appreciation ot :#·c.r.c:: c! loet".J. eove~t in our federal 

system. Those ot us tlho' 1"'1 1 t ·-~ loc l level ccc.e tace to iace 

vith· the t ough 'dail1 probl tim:. ip ot goverm:ent to the 

peopl e . 

And. ·110 mietat..e o O'..lt ·L1 
cpl think ot gov ~t, .. 

thq are pr:1l:::lrily t.'t~ of ~ -:: t;o".rnn: -t vhich touches 't;heir lives--

the police end tire d~....entc:, t · "' .d. tr:msportation s rvieee, 

the ucaticm and C'Ul. tural .. ciJ £ ... 1 yc 1 ~. the ~ropercy. taxes 

AD4 tb 11101 tax. 
(!OS ) 

.... 

.... .... -.. "" ..................
 I' -

'. 
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.. ·-. :- -· • ., k.ler1can government is tl.Or ... than l:noh1nst<m . Am.erice.n government is Wnsh~-rton, the State Capitol, the county court house s1· the city aJ:ld vill.ase hUla 1 th to< ... 'Il meotines end the thousands ot independent s~rute gove~:ltal cu .ol"iti 0 that ranso tram port o.uthorities to ewe,ae asyst 1 f':oc:l _t:-o; ollten airporto· cacisaions to th local school boo.z:ds • 

. No Jl1\tion in. the vol'ld · e h:ld es !:!lch ex-perience in a:elt-govorm:.ont ae ours. I:t there is ooo o.r of hw-:.n ctivit;r in vhich ve can clail::l zruperior lmouledge aD'1 ar .. tcr c::,eric::~ it 1s 1n the tield ot rcpreiS nts-tive sel.t-govenment. I utc thoc :vwllc o!'t1c1alo--elected and ppo1nted-· who serYe cc the trcmt line ot ~lie t::n"'ic end who l1ll too 130 unappreciated end ed. 

We , hO'.tOver, :gc:cd to G".'!::t ot ... co~ r · r ble not1orus about the role ot the Federal sov~n~ .. ·1n r t1on to .th states, coux:.-tieo, and localitico. , 

Wo have heard the · O'lfJOTZl ~-~~a .. c!:lout '\: ehin.gton' a over e~er tingers ot bur ucrnc:Y' grzt~bin3 ro:'"'~' 11:lil.itieo Wich auppo'edl,y MW been defaulted b;y lccU go-.rerr- .nta. ..·J r.u: q oscd to tho e tired nioconcept1ot:.a of a pitllecs !' "o~. !lt 2olely "O!"lOISC("A by the ~ s:cnt ot ita ro1 c.;:J 1tB tr:: 11na over the rights ot a helplcas po;ul:\ce . e r.r tol1 ot cortain ' ""t:9m d p .. le vho "ac soluticmt cml)r by ccmee".lt:r t~ rl:) 'l!.llr pow r 11'1 tf!Wer 4nd t er haMs." 

. These tired c • to ct ... _ct ... t st profound 1'11£Urlilerstandin.g ot the dynm:!!ie of th .~"""rlcmt t e-o.l fl)~tc. Ao ~rofesdOMJ.s in the 1ncreuiJ:13l;y ditticult trul'· ot {!G~ .. ,. c: Cot::lti~a, you O".t th!.t State, county nnd local save ia n~ c"Jo-~t t-o coll.opsc tr<n 1m7 J:SrcUess onsla~t trca ~. 

Indeed, the teet C"..o:lotrnte ~.t ~ce!lt y o .ansion ot riCLUl govol"rl:ellt s o~CUl.'Tcd _-.a~ .. ily t t!;. State and local l evel a~ · thea goverm:cnts v t:Jtn: .... :"' . '1 ~ i1 t ~ giea:1t1c tas ot e:;overnil\3 k:eric • financial e.nd lc:,-·'"'t t··-· · ... a tell n.-.lCh ot the ctOl"y'. Sine: 1~1 tor ~1e, State, ea.:.::l~.;w·, "' loca! ... O'V'Crm:.cntc tmd their budgets h.o. grcr.m :ore pidly t."'!_:l th~ ~ .r".. c;:r-,· -...nent de&!)ito our natian3l. ea:::litr:enta to national defcnc~, &i; .c_ e:. lcratio."'l1 nuelcnr dev a.r--.oont, veterans ' 'benefits, pootel ervicc, ,.. relf'c. P~· While P' dcrol spending has increaeed ~ over . il per!OI't, St.!te, count;y~ tmd local expenditure• have soared b:y· 0\er ~.;:; . • - ·etL_ to.:: !J per ce.ptia 1ncreo.sed aJ.mo t 75~, but St!tt ... , ec\.-nty d loc:ll trlXI:.lD have .1 cd. 21 • The Federal debt hu w en by oll "')ltl.y t1 r~ t!'l!m J.J1I, 1D the 1' ot l8 ;rearaJ s.tate, county' l oce.l d bt nt3 cl.irib by z:orc than 4o~ . 
Thia 1a not crit1cic ; i t ia a feet' sis that Ulls the otory ot ~ d ~ .... rica . tilli.DenCDI orour State, · county 8Jld l..ocal·gove~to to as... .. c cr t t:b.re ot our ecm.on burden de rveo explicit r cozu1ticn cO!:.le~ntica . So, let' • top ost1118 th t the localitie... o!"' e:r nold cut cr ved in to tb.c:t J'edero.l sovem t, fA1o 1o o cm1s1der th vc:q e1ch alive I 

• 
. ' To those vho t~t th F e..~~ ov :t':lti··nt · i te.k1rl6 aver our· 1oc&l so~s, I can onl;r point ou:t t t ~ nmr.b r of Federal loyeea has decl1ne4 · bout 10~ oin::o 1946-.-,..ililo ~1eyces ot the State, c<,;"l:nty and loc:U so-..erz=.c:n.t ~v ri:l::n by over l~. Not long ago the ratio ot Federal ~ lO"'J(,;~a ~;ua 19 p..s thC'.l~o.n.d ot th toal U.s. popule.tiCill; today that nu::1Lr a ~tU.lC!l to 13 per t..houMnd . ot thc:.t:t~~ 131 5 o...""e located 1n tOO Dd'cn ~ D:: .. :.rtz.:n'.;, 3 1n the Poot Ott:ice Depa.rtz:1ent1 and 1 1n t Vete 9 ~i!;+:.'l!l. ... • 'IDe inder--a.bout 6001000 loyee --cCI!':l,Prioe abc;.':t lCO,o:-o p &en l ooa tl:uu1 it tak.e~t to operate the Dell Telcphon() f.ys ..!. 

Govermnent haD indeed src;un ot kterios, ·And ::1 D r 
knCN th t t r b~tt r 

( aE) .' 
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America has grown . You see and\ :f'eol l ~rica devel.o_p an.d grCN every month--every year . 

I . I · came to the U. a •. s.- s.tc in 949. t'lllce then, the Utlited States hils added people equal to 'llic entire .... en ... pQl)ulation of Ore t Britain and ve continue to ~J at th~ te or 3 •. :llicn nev person e ch year. ' These people hnve needed r~c,· hoUD~~, JCbs1 police and tire protection, · water and ~:ever qs 1 t x-...ncpcrtat1cm ~lliti " and the wole. of essential aerrtcee vhich c !'iAJ ceo (;,CVc~:nt 1n th 20th century. 

The · country is 110"4 · _p... ~ n 1 -.\'.;:;tri end technologieal . revolution vhich, when e()U!)le:l vitll c.::r ;:c:;il.rtion srorth, re~a ua to . create 3001 000 dd1t1ccal j~oo c..'l .. :.... J·, to stay en 1n t m.s or une=;>loym.ent perccntageo . We .. cctc..ney hae inere cd t'rc::l 49 y rs 1n 1.900 to .70 ~8 t~; en • ousc.nd p ... c le· er day reach the ce ot 65 . In 1950 ~ere vel'$ 2.3 !2Ul:lo 't-' -~ts in inatitutions ot hiGher l~J by 1970 there v1ll be 1 in•·:"t'"':rc th a 30CI/. 1ner o • W atill lacltin8 6o,oco "D!:rc-:a b. l"' tcry and cecondary chools · 1t v want to eJ il'!!1mte ·ovcrcrc: ·. "".3• . cil y.,u 100,000 qu:: , ied h1Ch school gradU4t a te.U to tt 1 call bee"'~ they l.nck the n cee~ · :t'\mda. Con !!pCID&ib lJ 4gnoro th e -eoc141 an4 co::1cd.e real1t1e f Ot cour not~ 

deral., Bta to,- and 
ttmt::U'a wo 

h correctly predicted 

I -eueseot that it 1 t~~., to t ~ "' ... n o to c k~r1ccn people . It is t~ to &l).k thia ~~ta.l 0'!. a·· !em: :'bat u b'Ul.d b th !'Pl"Ol?:riate · role ot the ederal., SU1t_, e ~.., .. loe (!OVCI"m:1 to 1n tema or th social and economic reo.lltics of l "4?. Cau • dovio llLthods and pr~e- · dur s whereby the unique c::~.:-~· 1.1it1e ct' e~ch leve~ are 1.:.6ed to the tull.est? . Will ch e._. :n"; cl"' Gt:r t -e r ::J. cyctc: be.prCJ:nred to allocate th ~ and econa:d.c rccoczceo "'C .c .. r:y tc c t th., job do~i 'l'heoe are ~ast1ano vortny ot trco pa':lo Go~~~~ to d~ra~ vork. . . 

GOVi nu:cmt and peoplo o tore in th cac:on ~use ot a curing the nat1ooal 1nterect, c~t rr.l~· M .... go:UGte conteJldin.s Q&tlin!Jt one enothcr tor pater c1 SlotT • 

( ~RE) ·-

' • 

• I 
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As Pre.llident Johllcon proc i!rcd oo elo'l,ue:ntl.y 1n his addre a ct the tJ'niversity ~ Michigan oo. the "Gre3t 6oeic,ty:" 11The solution to ~ece . problems does not reat cn ':lseiv~ :pre .:a.::.s in Waehington, nor can it rely" solely en the strained re O".l!'Cca c. l.cc:tl outhority. They require us to C'rcate nev concepts at COO!'e:" t1.::11 a c:- .-..1ve tederalia:11 betveen the nntionel Cz:pi tnl and tbfi l~c.· cf l cc:%i t1e3 ." '' 
Let' a look at ·ac:oe ~ecif'!c et1 .... t .. c:>.o. You--a county o1'f'1cialo--and. I-- s a tomer or ct r•.,.,. ~--.; i -·na ro direet knuo~led ... a ot t.~ aovere l1mit4t1ono on the rcve::.uo r .-C'.:x~ ., d our local govcr::m::nts. 
As ~ or you lmw, tor \": be ccmce-~ed v1th t.ha revenue lossea ccrui.Dg to CO'l.Q c;overntt.ents due to tax-tree Federe.l propertiea. I h!l.\'"0 tt·· t: · to devil; en e:ruitable to~a ot Federal peyt:.ents in lieu o! t~- s. ru e.--tort to devico such a tomula ahould be resumed in the 89th Co:l.Gl"etHt. · •, · · · 

deral 

. There ia, ot cou.r e, 3 .:-o'::!lt o ... ~~c1al Ul1S ncy d 1::1'lortmc nov contrmting our emmt.ry. ~·e mr~ c.r c· v1l rir;hts fU1!i ro.ei:U justice ehell.engcs the ·~Ideo, :U1t1e:J1 r :'1 ... :.tY.xrceo of our e... 1 S te, and local sove~ts to an e.~-::r.t n ... .: ~ .. · , ... ! 7 cr.;, other 1osuo ot this century. And its eolution ~.ll OZll;f e .P n::;lble tb.roueb tho unique rcl.ationship or part!lerchip ana. coc:;;3·. t1cn . .licll ch!\1" cterizee the lu!cr-ican ayst • · 
In aainz the civil ~ .... '"' bill \:...,. ~ ::;~t to cr .. 3to tra:::evork at lav vhorein ot coed ill · no. c ".il.d atte=:;;>t to refl9].ve pe cetul.1.7 tho ditticult .. .s_ -o; ~ i~Jrr:•cs ot hUO!Ul rights. P sc~se ~ th bill certainly did not ~:cl·.: tl ... !:- !""UC:..'31 but it did ea :bllah certain chmmels and proe urea to t:.'l....:a • eil' Gel utica more prob ble • 

AtJ comlty otticial~, you -:. .. u ""' ~t o::t of t!l.iD burden rests upon the shoulders ot our local ovor.-::-::.~:-.1 ct't1ci.':J.3. O:Uy wen ca::::•unities o.nd States ere unable to 'S t __ r • ~~on ~ ~.l1t1ea _ct forth 1n this net 1a direct Federal action au· · or··"' ~ • '2h1c · io . Glll'cl.7 vi thin .the b t tra4i tiona ot our r1c:m y t ·• 

Every zoe on:sible p . lle cz::.. t :a c· J.1c!l.tion to 8 thAt civil peace is Zl:!lintained acroso t.h.ie , ~d . No oolut1coo to thets terribly · difficult probl · are poso' lc i.'l .. :. _ "' 14st o! chaos, Violence and dinorder. As I have sta:tcd cu oeca:>, ..... o: C1\'il \oTC:lS do not Jt!lke civil rights. 

But neither con 

cry. 

counties 
raaource• 

(~RE). 
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There is one urea of rcspcJsib~lity which is the spec~el task of 
tne Federtil gove~e~t: n~cly1 Ito prccerve our national security dur~g 
these trying years of the Cold War. 

I am ehocr~d that .any candldate for the Pre~idency could stand on 
this platform and assert t.'lat "ve are dicnr:ning ourselves and demoralizing 
our allies ." i find it diffi<;Ult to believe that any candidate for high 
public office c ould be so tragically ~isj~~o~ed about . our defense posture 
to suggest that "our guard ia d:- ~ .f"3 :in every sense . " 

In on att~t to cloae the info~ation-gap which must have contri­
buted to such misleading state!!ents, l et ..,e at~rize the facts about the' 
Administration ' s r ecord 1n bol~tering o~ national defense . 

The Adminiotration has invested e. tc~nl of $30 billion more for 
fiscal years 1962-65 than would hl!ve been spent i:.f' ve continued at the 
level of f i scal year 1961. The last ye$.X' of the Eisenhc:Mer Administration. 

I 

What have these addi tionnl.
1 
$30 billion procured for America's 

defense establ iahment: 1 • 

---A 15~ increase in the n~cr of nuclear warheads and a 200% 
increase ~ t otal megato~e 1n our Strategic Alert Forces. 

---A 6~ increase in .the Tactical nuclear Force in Western Europe . 

-~-A 45~ increase 1n the n~er ct cambat-re~dy A~ divisions. 

- - -A ~ increase 
I 

1n the numher of tactical fighter squadrons . 
I 

- --A 75'{:, increase in airlift cnpabllity . 
I 

--~ 10~ increase in fundo for se~eral ship construction and 
conversion to modernize our fleet . 

--~ ~ increase in the r~~art~~t ot Defense Special Forces 
trained for cO'lijlterinsurgency. 

Today ve have more than 1100 strategic bcll:.bers, Boo fully armed. and 
dependable ICBM ' s deployed on l aunchers (30 t~es the number we had in 
January 1961), 256 Polaris mistles deployed in 16 nuclear submariens 
( compared with 32 missles available 1n 2 r.ub;::ari.nes in J anuary 1961), 16 
combat- ready Army divisions (cc~~red to 11)1 79 tactical fighter squadrons 
(compared to 55)1 and a plrumcd Uavy fleet ·of 883 ships (CC'mpared to 
817 proposed in the budget in fiscal year 1961). 

I 
Funds expended for military researc.1 and development have increased 

by 5(1/, over the level prevailing during the lat~t four years of the 
. Republican. administration·. 1 • • 

I 

On June 31 1964, President 1J o..i.naon au:r.:=ed up the situation quite 
succinctly vi th this stateit.ent : "In every area ot national strength · 
America today is stronger than it has ever been before. It is stronger 
than any advervary or combination of adver~aries . It is stronger than the 
combined might o! all nations in \the hiotory. of the· vorld . 11 

It vas precisely this massive array of balanced military forces which 
permitted President Johnson to select the appropriate response to the 
outrageous attack on our dentroyero in the Gulf ot Tonkin. President 
Kennedy had demonstrated s1m1lar :t'i.rr.;r.e.ss and skill during tho Cuban 
miss!lecrisis of 1962. ~t prior t o 1961 ~~ia nation lacked a credible 
limited var capabUity and thereby ran the grnve risk of. being unable 
to muster the type of military rc!J!>onae vhich punished an aggressor but 
avoided the risks of ftll out nuclear var . 

Today this nation is prepared to t:eet any type ot milita:ry thrent 
to our nation.o.l security. Our cll1'e under tand this tact--and so do our 

enemi • • I 
I 
I 

I 
I. 
I 

I 
I 
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Th(.re is ··one final area --p-te vnr 0 :1 poverty--which crieo out for the full involvement and participation of all segments of the American system. '!he var an poverty is crucial 'becnu::;c it involveD the .Iteaning of one cherished vord --"Amcrico. . " We r~:\r ::uch these days about the need to encourage individualirnn and celf-reliunce--o.nd t hese aunlities are il:l:porta.nt components of the P~e:r icrn ch:u"actcr. Dut iet us never for.:;et that ~-ica has--fr~ its vel1f 1b ginnings--possessed another nati~t trnit which sets u·s a:rrr.a:--t frcc aU ot..~er p~oplcs : a profound sense of obl igation to e.aciot the leoo f !"tun.:1t~ in this countr.r and e.round the vorld. This 1a the essence of t1le voro-- 11.t ..... ~rica11 --and the heart of the r democrotic taith. \ . 

'llle Statue o£ Liberty vt:l!ldinS in Nw York. harbor symbolized this feeling to the millions ~ it::'.igrsntB '-':..o c~w to J::l'1ke a ne-oi l ite on · these shores. We nw have t he o_:l_,ortunity to provide a e1mllar beacon ot hope to those 35 million cricnns vho find the::wel ves aliens 1n our prosperous end afi'luent society~ 
. I 

The Congress von the first bat tle of tho var on poverty by paaaing President Johnson's Econ lie Of!lol"tw.ity Act ot 1964. 'lllis l~iolatioo. is fou.cd ed squarely on the kr.cric ~> princi:p~eG . of f~dern.liam; all leve~o ot government will have nn cp:, ort~ity to "P.n-tici:pllte in implement iJ:l.G t:le broad range ot proeram.o ·include in the act. In particular, the Ca::Jrunity Action programs authorized in 'titl e n vill rely he::1vil.y upon the eA.--per­tine, experience, and skill ot our l ocll unito or gove:'tlltent . 

13}.tt this l egislation 1o only th bcgir.nins o The we.r on poverty is r elated intimately' to aur cru.cede to bulld the 'tlreat SocietY' which PreSident Johnson described "it!l ·• 

"!be Great Society r est!l en c.bl:I!d.::.ncc ru:.d liberty for all . It d~s an end to poverty and . racial i.nJuvt:i.c.:! •• • T.l~ Great Society is a place where every child can f ind lalo.;l~c-t-: to nrich h io z:rl.nd and to enlar e hio talents ••• It is a place Yhcr-e tho cit; cf ~zm se rves not only the needs ot the body and the d 'l::~o cr cc...=cree, but the desire for b eauty Md the hunger tar ccc::runitY oo oBut r-,ont ot all1 the Great Society is not oate hnrbor, a r esti.ng plAce, o. tinu ·c".Jj_ct 1ve1 a finished work . It 1s a chall.enBe constantly r cn_ ed, becl".o!lin3 ua t O'i ::u-d a destiny' where the Maning ot our llveG m t choa thr. r...:u-vclcus products of our labor .~ 

~is is a vision vllich r.crlts t.~e totcl. cc:n:dtment ot every American. This is a vicion vor ~ y ot ~0' f a ith that It:l!l does poose~a the courage, visdam, charity, and ::. .... c t o ccv~rn himlel.t . And--never torget-­the Great Society will be a product ot all l evels of our federal a,yatEm1 laboring tosether 1n pur~ui t ct tllis cc:::!:~ gool . Not Federal. against State or county againat munici!'"''lity, but on- f'reo peopl e joined in cC'I!!!Wil cause to give new CD.d rici~'--.:' r,~~ to that glorious word- -America! 
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