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~I am indeed ~red and privileged to be with you this 

evening--the principal leaders of the United Jewish Appeal 

- -
meeting in your National Inaugural Conference that will launch 
~ 

UJA's 27th annual nationwide campaign. 

=-
~our massive accomplishments over the past generation surely 

stand as a faithful application of the teachings of the great 

11If I am not for myself, 11 he asked, 11who will be for me? 11 

Although these words were spoken before the time of Christ, 

they lie at the core of our Judeo-Christian heritage: let each 

man be his brother ' s keepe; • • t 
0

~In this spirit you~ave extended the hand of friendship and 

help to your less fortunate brethren in foreign lands. And, in so 

doing, you have presented to the world one of the most remarkable - +tJ4Ad; 
demonstrations of voluntarism in history. 
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You have saved more than 3,000,000 Jews from war and 

depression . 

~ You have settled more than 1,300,000 Jews in Palestine and, 

later, in Israel. 

~You have settled more than 350,000 Jews in other countries of 

the world . - -~And you have restored Jewish community life in Western Europe 

after the horrible years of Nazi terror and destruction 4P ~ 

~~You have, ~ort, displayed the same compassion and concern 

for the outcast and downtrodden which motivated President Johnson 
= 4 

and his administration to initiate the campaign to eradicate the 

-

blight of poverty from these beloved shores. I ,t.I'A ~ 
~The wor~ of the United Jewish Appeal--and the labors of th.-is_.._ ........ 

Administration--are both a response to the ancient command of 

Deuteronomy: "The poor shall never cease out of the land; therefor 

I command thee saying, 'Thou shalt surely open thy hand onto the 

I 



you understand, 

and social justice. 

~ Given the many blessings of America, we cannot affo~ to do 

without the highest measure of social justice~We cannot afford 

' 

to tolerate the existence of poverty. And this situation 
... ~ 

becomes w~ u ... 

~~ 
today against that of other 

lands, nor even against our own past. We must measure it against 

what we can do t And we must measure 

it, as you do, against our own conscience ... U IAtzb 
~ We cannot, in good conscience, ignore the plight of 5.4 million 

American families--containing 8 million children--living on annual 

incomes below $2,000. To do so would be morally wrong--and, I might 

foolish. 

convey the devastating consequences of 

growing up in ghettoes, or the long-range effects of deficient 



I 

medical care, or the 
~ 

psychological barriers erected by sustained 

I 
t..-r:. _,..__,,.,... #/J,.u ti.._.J. ... 

of opportunity. f\a.adl'l• lJUII"'/~ ~ 
~ ~~the 1•a•cti:d:o:f:p:o:v:e:r;t•: co.::;es the human spirit . 

deprivation and lack 

It 

corrodes faith in oneself. It eliminates hope for the future. -
And it makes charity to others a rare virtue. -~ For these reasons President Johnson has made the elimination 

of poverty a principal objective in the quest for the Great Society. 

his historic State-of-the-Union address delivered last Monday, ....... - - . . -the President indicat~d he would ask Congress to double expenditures 
us -

for the anti-poverty program in the coming fiscal year. tlftll•• .. ... ..,.,_.. 

~~--------~--~6~·~,.,~~~. 
:me may b;;w; il these expenditures 1 President ~.tl•, ••sn• understand,.,~ UJ..-._ 

'' • ' tt ,, the costs of inaction as well as the costs of action--the costs 

of delinquency and crime, of unemployment due to ignorance and 

lack of skills, and of welfare payments and unemployment compensation. 

~ And the President understands this nation can afford to do 
• • 

whatever must be done--if it is right--and 

to act. 
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Increased however, will not 

bring us ;~~?tory• 4~ . ..... .,. .. ~::1:2:;!::1;;~~~=='=~~'! ""~ .. 
of pursuing those economic policies which will assure maximum 

growth and employment.~We must recognize that only a vibrant ...... 
and expanding economy will produce the new jobs so essential 

in producing new opportunity for the forgotten. 

We must move ahead in those areas related so intimately to 

expanding economic opportunity and improving the quality of 

life in America: education, health care, urban development, 

natural resources, transportation and communications. And we 

must wage a continuing war upon the ignorance, discrimination 

and prejudice which President Johnson so properly called 

"poverty of the spirit." 

Let no one delude himself into believing that the war against 

poverty will be easily wont 

~~t if we resolve to make no small plans, to accept 
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no small results, and to regard each partial victory as a stepping 

stone, we can reach our stated goal within a decade--a summit 

where all Americans can breathe fully the air of freedom and 

opportunity because poverty no lonaer stifles them. I 
• 

~opportunity, after all, is the foundation of freedom. 

~ In the war seeking to 

extend the range of opportunities available to our disadvantaged 

citizens: the opportunity to acquFe a better education, to get 

a better job, to buy a more comfortable house , or to enjoy one's 

leisure time more productively. 

~us always remember, in the words of President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt, that, "the true test of our progress is not whether 

we add more to the abundance of those who already have much. It 

is whether we do enough for those who have too little." 

• 

• 
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I can assure you that the Administration of President Johnson 

will never be indifferent to the plight of the less fortunate among us. 

This Administration~always honor the words of the Prophet 

~~~ ,~4'1---
Isaiah, '\'Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring 

~ 

the homeless po,or into your house; when you see the naked to cover 

him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? Then shall 

__... 

your light break forth like the dawn and your righteousness shall 

go before you." 
d 
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1 ·Mr. Vice President Elect, on behalf of all of us 

i 2 in the UJA, we wish ;ou to continue in ever-increasing 
! 

3 strength as you take up your duties or office .~n the next 10 

4 days. 

5 ladies and gentlemen, Vice President Elect Hubert 

6 H. lllmphrey. 

7 • • • Applause ••• 

8 .REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

9 VICE PRESIDENr ELECT OF THE UNITED STATES 

10 VICE PRESJ:PENl' ELECT HOMPHREY: 

11 Mr. Fisher. Thank you for bringing greetings .from / n 

12 of ·mine, my favorite barber, Mr. Ephraim M1zrach1., 

13 tonsorjal artist of the King David Hotel. I must say that he 

14 did give me a great deal or support. . Ev&ry one o.f you who 

15 visited that hotel, he held that razor close to the throat 

16 until he had fLrm pledges out of you. I appreciate the fact 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21' 

22 

23 

that you delivered and kept your pledge. 

~. Meyerho.ff, it 1s good to see you again, Joe. 

Ambassador Harmon, my friend Rabbi Friedman,_ and 

I believe our .good · .friend from the Washington Community, Rabbi 

Gerstenfeld had to leave us, and my nany,.. many friends rrom 

all over the United States, these r1ne great cities or 

ours, and states. It· seems like I saw some o.f you a couple or 

24 . years ago 0\lt at Palm Springs. Many or you I have seen at 

25 Miami. Most of you I have seenin your home -cities. I gather 
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my friends from Philadelphia are never going to forgive 

me tor not going back there and having my picture taken tonight 

But I had pressure -- from a secular point or .:view I was willin 
' l 

to do it, but it was the fellow upstairs world.ng on me. Rabbi ­

Friedman said, "No, 1t you start that, you Will be going from 

table to table." I didn't tell him it this had been· just a 

7 couple or months ago, I might have done that. 

8 I am having some difficulty knowing just how to 

9 address you, because I suppose that in light or the introduction 

10 Mr. Fisher has given me, that was most flattering and generou:;;, 

11. I s~ould speak 1n the tones and with the dignity or a 

12 
~ 
ice President. And yet I am not quite Vice President. At least 

v 

13 I haven't had the oa:eh of . office. Even thoygh I am happy 

14 to say the electoral college has met, and 1n its wisdom 

15 has cast its vote. And I am not a United States Senator. 

'16 My colleagues keep reminding me of that 1n the Senat~. Frankly, 

17 I am unemployed at the moment. So I thought I would drop by 

18· tonight, and just see how you were all doing. 

19 And I gather that you are doing fairly ·well. I want 
• • • ~ !_- .... . 

20 Mr • Fisher to KnOW .it 1s D'U hope you Will do even better before 

21 e get out or here thiS evening. 

22 And I thin~<:·, Max, you ought to be able to spell that 

·a 23 out a li.ttle 1ater 1n some degree or detail. 

24 I · haVe two very heavy responsibilities tonight, and 

25 ohaillenges, First, 1 need to inspire UJA. Second, I need to 
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please LBJ. And if I can do both., I Will have quite an 

evening. 

• • • Applause • • • . 'l 

' 

13 

4 This reminds me and permits me to bring you the warm 

5 personal greetings and indeed the congratulations or the 

6 Preaident or the United States to those of you who are the 

· 7 leaders of .the United Jewish Appeal. I am very happy that I can 

8 do this. I knOW Mr. Feldman., my good fri·end, who 1s the 

9 Special Assistant to President Johnson# Will be with you, many 

10 of you. 

11 So you know that you are indeed 1n friendly ter:bicory. 

12 I am particularly pleased that you are meeting in 

13 Washington. 011, I know it .would have been nice if I could have 

14 got on a plane and got out to Palm Sprin~, had a day or so,. 

15 tell my wife heM I have been working. You men have been doing 

16 that tor years, you know. I am not telling on you, if you donrt 

17 tell on me • 

18 I might add Mrs. HUmphrey wanted .very much to be 

19 ith me tonight. Maybe you ladies appreciate why she 1s not 

20 here. Yester~y noon she had a luncheon, many social respon-

21 sibil1t1es., had to nake a speech. Says .she doesn't like to. But 

22 she gets a lot more done than I do. 

23 Iast night we had a dinner for all the new Senators 

24 at our home·. This morning she was sort of modeling her 

25 inaugural gown. And then at noon she had another luncheon and 
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reception. And then tonight she is preparing ±'or 170 Congressme • 

So she is a busy lady. 

I am here tonight because we both w~nt to greet many 

of our fr 1ends here~ ±'riends that have become as dear to us as 

any friends could possibly be. I want ' to talk to you this 

evening about the work of UJA. 

I am about as accustomed to being at UJA meetings 

as you are. In fact, I might be even more so. I used to tell 

some of my good friends who were members or the B'nai B'rith 

I bad been ·at more lcxige meetings than they had. And I would · 

try to get them to come once in awhile. 

I Jmow this 1s your inaugural conference. And it 1s 

most appropriate that you should meet 1n the Nation's Capital. 

We need you here. 

I thin~ that every meeting that deals with the welfar 

of hunan~nd, every meeting that 1s dedicated to the cause 

of human freedom, every conference that is dedicated to human 

ignity, ought to sometime or another in the history of its 

organization come to the Natin 's Capita~, because America 

needs to know · that Washington, D. C., the Capital or this Natio , 
21 

and the capital indeed or ±'reedom throughout the world, iS a 
22 

home· for people who want to do good things and good deeds 
23 

for a better world. 
24 

And you have helped us here just by your presence. 
25 

The things that are being said about your a.ctivities .,. the news 
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reports from these gather~1gs of yours, your conferences 

•' 15 

and your meetings -- this all adds to the good of America, to 

the good name of America, to the image of Amer.ica, to the 
' 

real substance of America, be<?ause 1f America is anything it is 
,, . ~ - .• . 

ind-eed a deep concern over the welfare of humanity. And the 

United JeWish Appeal 1s the living embodiment of the activity 

of people freely doing it, voluntarily doing it, the 

activity of people helping one another. And I commend you and 

congratulate ~ou. 
. ' 

And 1 as a public offic:ial,. at least once was one, 

and soon to be one, J: than~! you very much for what you are 

doing. 

• • ·~ .- Applause ~ • • 

You are really not very old. It is only your 27~h 

gathering. Twenty-six meetings before. You are just slightly 

out of .the teenage group. You are in the full· bloom and bl oss o 

of life t A lot of vitality and a great deal of energy and 

enthus:1asm to get the job done. 

I have read all of your workS. I have been doing 

this for :;.ears. And I ltnow What your accomplishments have been. 

Those accompliShments, it seems to me, stand as a faithful 

application ar the teachings of that great Hebrew elder Hillel. 

And I just quote .from him: 

11It I am not tor myself" he asked" who W *l~ be for 

.@?" But if' I am only .for myself, What am I?" 
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The rhetorical question -- it is almost the method as 

we used to say in political philosophy of Socratic teaching --

asldng the quest'ion and you make your own answ~r • 

It I am only for myself., what am I? 

Hillel mew what he was speaKing of and gave us an 

immortal lesson. 

Although these words were spoken long before the time 

ot Christ., they lie in the core of the Judao Christ:1an herit~. 

In other words 1 What we are really talld.ng about here is our· 

brother •s keeper -- let ~each man be his brother's keeper. 

It 1s in that spirit that yJA has carried on its 

work throughout all of these many years.,both here at home and 

abroad. And I think that in doing this work, you have given 

to the entire world~ much of 1t, by the way 1 acting very 

selfishly., and much or it not practicing the precepts of 

being one's brother·~ keeper. But at least the United Jewish 

Appeal has given to the world a living active demonstration 

of charity, the kindness of the human spirit, and of . volunteer m. 

Not the government demanding it, not the government or the . 
state taking it from you, but you in a very~' very real sense 

giving, giving to your fellow human beings, so that human 

dignity takes on more than philosophical meaning., it takes on 

reali.ty. 

I come here., therefore, to praise you. And I come 

to challenge you, too. 
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17 
One could almost get up here and say what a record., 

2 wha. t an anazing aclU.evement. And you have a right to be 

3 very proud -- you have a right to be proud or yourself~ and 
'I 

' 
4 you ought to be happy. 

5 I said to Rabbi Friedman on the way coming here 

6 this evening -- I have never known anyone that was in ~orse 

7 c1rcums_tancea for being a generous giver. I have never known 

a a nation, indeed an individual., that put ·itself in economic 

9 difficulty because it was a prudent and generous giver. In 

10 fact., the history or our own nation tells us this. The only 

11 time that America has been in serious trouble in this century 

12 economically,was wnen America closed her gates to the immigrant , 

13 when America closed down h~r credit to people that wanted · 

14 to buy, and when America closed her mind to progressive 

15 ideas. And those days happened in the late 1520's and the 

. 16 early 1930's. And as a result., America almost closed up Sho~ ., 

17 ~1 osed her bankS., 1 os t her homes., 1 os t her people, 1 os t her 

18 children -- because America had closed its heart • . 

19 A generous people and a generous nation generally 1s 

. ' 

20 a heal thy people and a happy people, and a heal thy ad happy 

21 tation. 

22 I might add that even as this great Republic of ours 

23 today gives generously abroad -- and many people compiain 
--

24 ot it -- oh, _do I knOW., I / have be~n 1n Congress 16 years. 

25 I kn~ we have given much. I suppose even much of it has been 
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wasted. I suppose that many people do not appreciate it. 

But I can also say that America today 1s the richest nation 

on the face or the earth, the ~ealth of this country 1s 
'i 
l 

18 

beyond human comprehension. And we have not become the poorer, 

·We have not become the poorer because we have .been gener~us. 

In facti · we are richer today, because wehave been generous. 

And so are you. 

• •• • Applause • • • 

I attend many meetings with my wife. And I w·ould say 

10 that members or the Jewish community ought to be so proud 
1 • 

9 

11 or the tact that you are the best givers 1n America. And you 

12 are. And I say this publicly and on the record. You have 

13 given so much. And as a result, my, oh my, how you ljlave 'grown 

· 14 1n stature and prestige and prosperity and respnsibility, 

15 until today America, every one of us as individual Americans 

-- ·16 should be proud or our great nation, proud of the many great 

u 
0 
-· 

17 institutions of learning, of health, of care, of social 

18 justice., to Which you have given so much, and to which some 

19 of us have tried to contribute a little. 

20 Just th1n1<: of th1.s -- at a time when lives are being 

21 snuffed out 1n the Congo, at a time when lives are being 

22 tal<:en 1n Vietnam, at a time when people are being ·slapped into 

23 jail because they want to ttU.nk and be human beings -- think 

24 . ot this. : The United Jewish Appea~ has been respons1bl.e for 

25 saving more than 3. m1Dion people, 3 million peqple of your fait 

; . 
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since World War II, from waX' and ~I'ession. 
·19 

I ·want you · to l ·et that -- let me back up a minute. 

We take this for granted. You have ~ead about it, yo\1 
·; 
l 

get the circulars and the bulletins and you have heai'd about 

5 it. 

6 . But do you remember the lives that weJ:>e. taken 1n the 

7 gas chambeJ:>s? You remember the brutality · and the unhunanity 

8 of political despots, the Na.zi. These memories are seared 

9 into our consciousness 1 seared into oui' souls. Why don't we 

10 then nmember with Job, with pJ:>ide.., and sing praise to the 

11 heavens, the fact that this organization, or which you aJ:>e the 

12 leaders, the people here you are the leadeJ:>s ~- you have 

13 saved 3 million lives. 

14 What 1s thei'e greater that one can do than to save 

15 the life of another? 

.16 I think this is a tremendous record. You have settle 

17 more than a million three hundJ:>ed thousand people of Jewish 

18 faith in Palestine and now the state of Israel. They aJ:>e 

19 safe 1 they are free. I don't say they are as pJ:>ospeJ:>ous as 

20 we would want them to be. And J;ei'haps they are not as safe 

21 as they want , to be. But they aJ:>e a whole lot safei' than they 

22 were 1n the ghettoes, OI' under the whiplash or some dictatoi'. 

23 And Israel today 1s a nation., and it 1s a fi'ee nation. It is a 

24 democracy. · It 1s a · vital society. And it is a living demonstra io 

25 of What a people can do for human dignity and foX' human fJ:>eedom 

... 
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And yopu helped make 1t poss1ble. You ought to 

reel mighty good when you wal<:e up in the morning and thinl<: 

20 

3 about that. And when you thinl<: in the doing q:f it you are not 

4 worse ott; you are better. You just reel better. 

5 I have often said that one o:f the things that makes 

6 me enjoy politics is because I get a sense o:f :feeling that 

7 I. am contributing something to my country. You can't get very 

8 rich at this business. But there is a richness o:f :friendship. 

9 There 1,s a richness of K:now1ng that you are a part of history. 

10 There is a richness o:f knowing that maybe you made a little 

11 oontr1but1on to something 1n your country. 

12 Don't you feel that way as a citizen in this great 

13 democracy? Don •t you reel that way as a co-religionist, when 

14 you na.k:e a contribution, save a li:fe, or settle someone 

15 in a new land, with :freedom as the1r environment, social justic 

16 the code o:f the day? 

17 You have settled over 350,000 pe ople o:f the Jewish 

18 :faith. You have rehabilitated, so to speal<:, ror all practical 

19 purposes Jew1sh community 11:feand re~established it in Western 

20 Europe, a:fte~ the horrible years o:f Nazi terror and destruction 

21 And, by the way, · those years are not rar back • 

22 This is 1965. January 1965. January 1945 was less 

23 than 30 days after the Battle · of the Bulge. And the gas chambe s 

24 were workirig overtime. 

25 TWenty years lat'er, a new country, a new society, new 



. o 

: .;; 
Cl'• 

. .... 
& 

1 

. 2 

3 

4 

5 

.dignity, new freedom • 

. When I .Hear people tell me this world 1s worse 

than it ever was, I don't believe it • 
·; 
l 

21 

Max Fisher and Hubert Humphrey \'Jere visiting here 

a little while ago. I came into a ~egree of maturity in the 

6 30's. And I want to tell ~ou, every day has been a little bit 

7 better. And I haven't forgotten it. I don't think the good old 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

days were half .as good as the present days. I like it now. 

••• Applause ••• 

· What we have been doing in this experiment or 

this expression or charity and undevstanding and compassion 

that l)'JA represents 1s in a very real sense what President 

Johnson 1s attempting to get America to do as a nation as 

an organized society in our war on poverty. 

Everything 1n the State of Israel isn't rich. They 

are not all poor. And everybody 1n America isn't rich, either -

even thou~ most of us live very well. .We do have some that 

do not live well. And that ma,kes it all the worse, because i t e 

eed not be that way. 

I ~ould say that UJA possibly gave us the example 

for waging this war on poverty. I think that What we are 

attempting to do here at home and what we are attempting to do 

abroad,; governmentally, What you are doing 1n the United Jewish 

Appeal, really 1s a response to that ancient command 1n ·the 

Book or Deuteronomy. Let me just quote from it. 
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'The poor shall never cease out of the land." 

I guess that 1s another way or saying the poor will 

always be with us. 
·; 
< 

'The poor shall never cease out of the land. 

5 Therefore., I comma.nd thee saying thou shalt surely open thy 

6 hand unto the poor and needy brother in thy land. 11 

7 Now., this · is as ancient as the prophets. 

8 What is there that is new ? 

9 The President gives a State of the Union Message, 

10 a fallen President askS us to be charitable and cons iderat e , 

11 and it comes from the bookS written hundreds., yea., thousands 

12 of years ago. The oonunand, 'Thou shalt surely open thy hand 

13 unto the poor and needy brother in thy land." That is the 

14 battle cry, it 1s the charge., it is the command of the war on 

15 po~erty. It was said only recently w~thin the last decade 

16 by that great man of the church, the Holy Roman Catholic Church 

17 Pope John., 1n his two magnificent encyclicals, Pacem In Terris 

18 and Mater et. Magestra. You ought to read them. What do these 

19 " say among ·other things? One of the great thoughts expressed 

. 20 was there can be no freedom in a world that is in the grips 

21 of poverty. TL?.ere oan be no peace 1n a world that is staggered 

22 and staggering under the blows of poverty. 

23 You cannot have a world with only a section _of the 

24 rich and the mass multitude poor and sick, ignorant and 

25 
illiterate~ hopeless and frustrated, without having trouble. 
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1 So that peace, as we pray for it and \'lork for it, 

! 2 is more than the absence of war. Peace is 1n a very real 
If 
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sense something that is positive. Peace is ~rmony, 
' 

man with IUs God, peace .iS health., peace is enlighten~ent .. 

peace 1s ~ocial justice, peace is .food~ peace is learning., 

peace 1s hope .. not hopele~sness. 

Peace is progress and social justice, not reaction 

and injustice • . 

So the great spiritual leader, regardless of' the 

10 church or' the synagogue that we may belong to, tell us the 

11 sa:me lesson - that progress,. human progress and social 

12 justice must go hand 1n hand. 

13 There can be no freedom in a world of the poor and 

14 the 1mprover1shed and the oppressed. The \'J ors t f'orm of tyranny-

15 1s the tyranny over the mind of man, and the second worst 

16 form 1s the tyranny or man.'s own poverty, the poverty of his 

17 spirit, the povery or his purse, the poverty of his body 

18 that is ·wraclted with pain and disease., the poverty of a mind 

·19 that may · be llliterate and ignorant. 

20 So as we gather 1n the shears, and as we ask: :f'or 

21 the help .. and as we seek: the contributions, and as we say 

22 help one another, we wage war on poverty,. we wage t<1ar on 

23 tyranny~ and we can lt'lage it without losing a lite. In fact .. . 

24 we can wage 1t to save lives. 

25 Some day maybe we will get civ111zedi1enough to be 
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1 able to wage war with the same determination and courage 

2 for peace and for life that we wage it for victory on the 

3 'battlefield as we take life, and as peace 1s Iteld precariously 
.. 

4 in uncertain hands. 

5 · I hope so. 

6 This is the process of civiliZation. 

7 But you are making your <m'Ittl:'ibution to it. 

8 Well, I happen to believe, as I said a moment ago, 

9 that we can't afford to tolerate the existence of r:overty 

10 1n our own · midst in America. We have to be something like 

11 they said -- Ceasar •s wife, above suspicion. 

12 We Americans have to set an example for the worl1. 

13 And we are doing pretty well at it. But we can do better. 

14 We need to set an example to show that modern technology and 

15 modern knowledge of s6.1ence and medicine and education, that 

16 modern productive capacity can obliterate poverty. If you 

17 cannot obli~erate poverty with what we KnOW today, what sakes 

18 you think we ·can ever:.~do away with war? And do you think that 

19 we can af'ford war? 

20 I w.ill serve on the National Security Council. I hav 

21 been 1n the Congress a lcing time. I knO\'l one thing if" I KnOW 

22 anything else., that th:ls world cannot endure nuclear war 

23 and haveanything left. And yet war and animosity and violence 
/ 

24 are really .· the product of oppression and ignorance, fear, 

25 poverty. · 
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So as we wage the struggle a@inst these ancient 

enemies of mankind, we save the peace, save our own lives • 

You are not just helping people in ISrael. Let's be 
·; 
< 

very .frgnk about it. If that is all you think you are doing 

here tonight, you have undersold yourselves. Whe~ever you 

strike a blow against disease, wherever you strike a blow for 

education, wherever .you lift your hand to strilee down bigotry 

and intolerance, wherever you help a .fello\'1 human being .any 

9 place 1n the world~ you have worked for the peace of America~ 

10 the health of your own country. 

11 • • • Applause • , • 

12 As Mr. Fisher said so well tcnight, when you are 

13 a good Je!d you are a good American. And when you are a good. 

14 American.- you are a good Jew. When you are a good catholic 

15 or a good Protestant you are a good American. Wh~n you are 

16 a good American, you are a good man of cny faith. We ought 

17 to understand that. There is a brotherhood. And we need 

18 to apprec:tate it. We need to have a kind of enlightened under-

19 standing of our interdependence, one with another. 

20 So let me move along now -- I shan't keep you too 

21 long. 

22 Let me just give you a fe!d figures that Will tell you 

23 sometl.ing of the problem we face in this country of ours in ter 

24 or poverty, · and 1n terms of the challenge, of economic health. 

25 l say that in good conscience we cannotignore the 
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plight or almost 5-1/2 million, 5,400,000 American families, 

with 8 million children,. living on incomes under $2,000. 

This isn't good econmically, and it is sure bFd morally. 
' 

Ir that income could be increased by productivework, by 
., . . --· 

opportunity, to ·$4,000 -per family, look what it would mean. 

6 You could double your contributions to UJA, for one thing. 

7 But more importantly, it would be good for everybody. It would 

8 be g>od for the Federal Government, the revenues for state and 

9 · local government, it would be good for business, good for 

10 ·education, good .for health. 

11 You see, waging the war on poverty isn •t just an act 

~ 12 of charity. It is really good sensible economics. It 1s 
:::> 

~0 ~ - . , .. +3 good · morals~ it is good politics., it is good economics., and 
0 

"" 

0 

~ 14 it is good sense., and it d.s the right thing to do. 

v 
0 

15 To permit these. millions of people to go and to live 

16 on as they are, when we know we can do something about it, 

17 is morally wrong. 

18 But the truth is that statistics never convey 

'. ~:. 19 the q.evastating consequences of growing up in miserable conditi n: 
... r •· 

20 in ghettoes, _ or on the long range effects of deficient 

21 medical care, inadequate education, or psychological barriers 

22 erected by sustained deprivation and lack of opportunity. 

23 The statistics never tell the story. How can you 

24 know What 'it is to be unemployed by just reading about how many 

25 people are unemployed,.. When your family . may be denied _, not only 
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some of the good things of life materially# but more 

importantly 11' you really are a person that wants to work# and 

feel that you have something within you that youcan contribute, 
·; 
l 

to be told that there is no place for you, no job for you --

5 this breal<S your s:pirit;. That is the dar;age. It isn't only 

6 the damage of the cost to the taxpayer for relief and for 

7 food., shelter. It is not only thedamage of the loss cof 

8 income to the worker whose talents go unused. It is tredamage 

9 to the soul and to the spirit. 

10 The acid of poverty -- and that is what it is -- this 

11 acid of poverty cor.r6des the human spirit. It corrodes faith 

12 in one's self. It gnaws away at us. And it eliminates ·hope 

13 for the future. And it makes charity to others a rare virtue. 

14· Let me say to the good civic leaders that are in this 

15 room that until we can do something to strike literally death 

16 blows on poverty in all of its forms -- and I speak of it now,. 

17 poverty of illiteracy, the poverty of hopelessness, of cultural 

18 deprivation, the poverty that comes in being told generation 

19 after generation that you are not wated, that there is no room 

20 for you, because of your color., of ypur religion, this kind 

21 of poverty that is :ingrained 1n family after t'amily, decade 

22 after decade, generation after generation, this kind of poverty 

23 can sicken all of America, contaminate us. 

24 This is What is wrong on our streets, this is why 

25 there 1s violence, this is why the demagogues today can make 
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~ 1 a play to some people and lead them into riotous and violent 

i 
" ~ 

.; 
0 

2 action. 

3 It is not good enough just to say you need more polic • 
·; 
l 

4 It is hdt good enough just to say that all you need to do is 

5 enforce the law. Important as that is -- .make no mistake 

6 about it~ law enforcement, law observance are essentials for 

7 orderly community life. But the law must be just. Social 

8 ·juet:tce -- like the prophets of old, my· favorite Old Testament 

9 Prophet -- Pres-ident Johnson's is Isaia~,mine is Amos. This nan 

10 that cried out for justice·. The Prophet of Social Justice • . 

11 Because until ' there is justice and it rolls like a mighty 

12 r:tver, there can be no peace and there can be no order in 

13 · the community, there can be no hunan dignity • . -·-, 

14 So we need to build a just order. 

15 I think it is for these reasons that our Pres:.id:ent 

16 and Presidents before him -- but I commend President Johnson 

17 in particular for one act above all others, that he has remind 

18 rich and prosperous America that there are poor in our midst. 

19 And he hasn't said that the answer to poverty is . just to dish 

20 out gifts • 

21 Yes, char1ty, to be sure. But more than that. He has 

22 made the el1minat1on of poverty the principal objective of 

23 his career, of his public life, of his administration, in 

24 the quest for a ~eat society. 

25 You ~ow, there is a difference between being big and 
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great. Lots of people are big. A few are great. Bigness 

1s quantity. We want America to be a great society 1 not just 

a big one. 
' j 

' 
In that historic State of the Union Message , 

5 the President indicated that he was going to ask: the Congress 

6 to do more in the anti-poverty program. I know so me people 

7 are. going to bewail it. I can hear them coming already~ in 

8 the same old places. I can hear them in my sleep. Tliey 

9 are going to bewail the cost. 

10 Fr~nkly, the President and you understand that the . 

11 costs of .inaction are sometimes worse than the costs of action. 

12 The costs of -de]nquency, of crime, of unemployment, the costs 

13 of ignorance and the lack: o:f skills, wel:fare payments, unemploy 

~ 14 ment compensation-- these are the costs that should worry us. 

u 
0 

c 
~ 

15 The President understands this Nationcnn afford 

16 to do whatever it needs to do. 

17 And, by the way, that is a command I want to give 

18 you tonight. Anybody can do what we ought to do. Anybody 

· 19 can do just about What people expect you to do·. There isn't 

20 any need, Mr. _F1sher, o:f holding _any meeting any place anywhere 

21 just to asJ:c people to do what they expected to do when they 

22 came to the meeting. You could have saved the trip. 

23 What America needs to do is, No. 1~ to have as its 

~ 24 standard exce'llence, because mediocrity won't get you by. any - ~ 

~ 25 more. · The competition is too rough. 
: 

.;; 
Cl ... 
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1 Not only that~ mediocrity leaves you at dead 

2 center. We need excellence -- just like the astronauts. 

3 They don't go armund sayin$, "Okay". They say ;A-Okay ." Fellows 

4 that ride bicycles say okay. But if you are going to be up 

5· there in one of those space capsules going around, you have 

6 to know it is perfect, A-Ok.ay. And when he says Okay, he is 

7 in trouble, that is the last you will hear of him. 

8 I might add that America needs to understand that 

9 we can do the impossible. Because if we can only do what you • 

10 and I think for a moment is possible, then anybody can practica ly 

11 do that. We have to do what; is impossible. 't<J'e have to, in our 

12 lifetime.- be honestly able to say and do -- tbat we can prevent 

13 war. We have to be able to conquer diseases that people said 

14 were impossible to conquer. We have to learn how to live 

• 15 in cities, the likes of which man bas never known before, and 

16 to keep them orderly, and livable. 

17 That isn't something that you can just do by 

18 saying, "I think we can do it. 11 You bave to do the impossible. 

19 Anybody that is remembered in music, the arts, 

20 literature, or _ politics or science or technology has done the 

21 impossible. 

22 Einstein did it. He knew the nature of the atom. 

23 He produced the formula .for the splitting of the atom • . It t>~as 

24 impossible. And that is Why Einstein did it. If it had been 

25 possible, some young teacher in high school would have done it. 
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' 1 vle have to have people that are capable of doing 

2 great things. An¢!. nay I say there were people forryears Who 

3 knew that it was absolutely essential that the.Stae of Israel 
'i 
l 

4 be constructed 1f there were going to be any safety and 

5 peace for millions of people. Many people said_, "vlell, I hope 

6 so." But 'there were a fet-J u.a.liant souls that said, 1It has got 

7 to be done. u 

8 And somebody else said,. "It is impossible.'' And the 

9 fellow· said, '~hat is exactly what I mean, that 1s why \'Je are 

10 going to do 1t. 11 

11 It was impossible to conquer th:ls great wilderness 

12 that was America. It was once impossible to sail the seven 

13 seas. It was once impossible to get into outer space. 

14 And you knOW it -- in your lifetime. If somebody 

15 bad told you 40 years ago -- some of you ladies won •t qualify 

16 under this -- but if somebody had told you 40 years ago we were 

17 going to by the year 1970 land on the moon and bring him back, 

18 you would say that fellow 'Was gone. 

19 Ladies and rgentlemen, if we . oan'tt do that between now 

20 and the next tive or s:lx years, we will come in second best 

21 1n a two-man race,. and that means a loss. 

22 It is not onlypossible, j_t is essential that we do it. 

23 And we can •t do it by halfWay measures. 

24 • • • Applause • • • 

25 Iet me give this word of assurance to you. 
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I don't come here tonight as a social worker --even 

though we ' need social workers. I believe the great programs 

of welfare we have are essential to a good lif;e. 
l 

But I am not here to tell you we are going to conquer 

poverty 1n America for the minions of people afflicted by 

it by just a generous government, by Federal expenditures, 

or even cy volunteer agencies • 
.. . ·' 

I want you to understand tonight, ~w. Businessman, · 

Mr. Proi'essionalman, and your ladi.~,. I w·ant you to understand 

that the policy of this government of which I am a part is 

a policy to encourage enterprise, to make it posaible for 

ople to earn the opportunities to be generous. 

We are not engaged in a ma.ssive give-away. vle are 
14 ensaged, if you please, in a massive program or t~ng to help 
15 America be a bigger and b~tter and a stronger and a more 
16 pr oduc ti ve and a more just country. That is the goal of your 
17 government. And you as a businessman can plan it that way. 
18 d as you look down theroad and see 'What you are going to do 
19 1n terms of your life, you ought to plan on the basis that each 
20 year Will be better than the other. 
21 

And I tell you why. Because we have to have it that 
22 way. We can't afford to have a depression. Those days are all 
23 over. We can't afford to have a recession. Tbat is for 
24 students to · talle about in theoretical economics. Practical 
25 

economics of the world in whichwe live prohibits -:-- prohibits 
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and denies a free country the luxury of' a depression or 

a major recession. You must understand that. 

·Now, s omeb.ody is going to say how are you going to . do 
l 

that. I don't have all the answers. All I know 1s we cannot 

ai'f'ord to have America bank:lnlp~t . We cannot afford ma.ssive 

unemployment. vle cannot afford to ·have our industries 

operating at 50, 70 percent capacity. We cannot afford to bave 

our communities with little or no revenue. We can't afford 

it. 

It is just like getttg into debt. You cannot afford · 

to stop worH:. And ..America is not gabg to go through this 

experience once again, losing itself~ and thereby losing 

its opportunities. 

So we move ahead. 

Really what we are talking a bout is opportunity. We 

must recogniZe that only a vibrant and expanding economy will 

produce the wealth and the jobs so essential for producing 

opportunity t .o the forgotten • 

In the war against poverty we are seeking, therefore, 

to extend the ~ange or opportunities available to the dis-

21 advantaged citiZens~ those who have never bad a chance. We are 
22 

see~g to extend the opportunity to acquire a better education, 
23 to get a better job 1 to buy a more comfortable home, or 
24 enjoy leisur·e time. 
25 

Remember What FranKlin Roosevelt once said. Sometimes 
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1 I think it would be go.od if we played back a couple ·or those 
2 speeches. 

3 Th~e were his words f'rom about 1936.,; in the City or 
4 Philadelphia: He said., 'The true test of our progressis not 
5 whether we · add more to the abundance of' those who already have 
6 much. It 1s whether we do enough for those \'Jho have too little." 
7 What we are seeking, therefore_, to do is not to push 
8 down those Who are on top_, but to help those lift themselves 
9 who are on the bottom. And the only way you can build a strong 

10 <athedral or synagogue is to have a solid f'ot- ndation. And it is . 
11 the foundations of American life toda~ thatare in trouble_, not 
12 its penthouses or the top stories. 

13 This Administration will always honor the words of 
14 the Prophet .Isaiah • . And that story goes, "What is the duty 

. 15 of a righteous man? . Is it not to Sha:r?~ your bread with 

16 the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house? When 
17 you see the naked to cover him., and not to hide yourself' 

18 from your own flesh. Then shall your light break forth like 
19 the dawn and your righteousness shall go before you." 
20 My fellow Americans, what is there better to be, 
21 already have so much, when you already lave a home 
22 the likes of which you never dr~med was possible., when you 
23 lready have t'leal.th and prestige and luxury, t"Jhen you already 
24 ve more than the cars that you once dreamed we~e possible. 
25 there better to kn~I_,. and what is there better to be tba 
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1 to knOW 'tihat you are doing something for your fellowman'? 

2 . A And lil{e Isaiah said then, "Shall your light break for h 

3 like the dawn,and your righteousness shall go b~ore you. 11 

l 

4 So, Max, I hope these leaders you have brought togethe. 

5 here tonight W'111 do as you .have done. And I am never 

6 hesitant to ask people to do a little bit more than they thought 

7 they were going to. Because I never won elections by asKing 

8 people to do just what they thought they were going to do, 

9 bee a use that is the ~my you 1 os e them. 

10 I !{noW how you win elections and how ~ou lose them. 

11 I have tried botho And I am here to tell you I like winning .. 

12 And the way that you win is to as I<: people to do · far 

13 more than they ever· contemplated. And tonight I charge this 

14 audience with making this., the 27th Annual Heeting of the 

15 United Jewish Appeal, the greatest conference that you have · 

16 ever bad, to make it that w;y 1n terms or the substance of 

17 your 
. 

gener~ity, as well as the substance of your philosophy. 
\ 

18 
·, 

Thank you very much. 

19 
• • • Applause • • • 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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