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( I am indeed honored and privileged to be with you this

E— S

evening--the principal leaders of the United Jewish hppeal

iy

meetmg in your Nat:tonal Inaugural Conference that will launch m

UJA's 27th annual nationwide campaign.

stand as a faithful application of the teachings of the great

L,)’our massive accomplishments over the past generatlon surely {
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Hebrew Elder, Hillel:
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"But if I am onlz for mzself, what am I2Y,

Although these words were spoken before the time of Christ,
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L} [ "If I am not for myself,” he asked, "who will be for me?"
W

they lie at the core of our Judeo-Christian heritage: let each
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man be his brother's keeeer'.

2 In this spirit you have extended the hand of friendship and
#

help to your less fortunate brethren in foreign lands, And, in so
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doing, you have presented to the world one of the most remarkable
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demonstrations of voluntarism_ in history.
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2 You have saved more than 3,000,000 Jews from war and M

depression.

i

AYou have settled more than 1,300,000 Jews in Palestine and,
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later, in Israel.

You have settled more than 350,000 Jews in other countries of F:ir :
the world. w
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And you have restored Jewish community life in Western Europe

L after the horrible years of Nazi terror and destruction¢)
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L You have, in short, displayed the same compassion and concern ll
for the outecast and downtrodden which motivated President Johnson st

- = U5
“
and his administration to initiate the campaign to eradicate the

——
blight of poverty from these beloved shores. x %_

The work of the United Jewish Appeal--and the labors of this

————

Administration--are both a response to the ancient command of

—r————
Deuteronomy: "The poor shall never cease out of the land; therefor
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I command thee saying, 'Thou shalt surely open thy hand onto the
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poor and needy brother in thy land.'"
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z * Johnson W understangs as you understand,
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that there is an inseparable connection between human progress

and social justice. wm m m
—“‘-’

s f

Given the many blessings of America, we cannot afford to do
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without the highest measure of social justice AWe cannot afford

to tolerate the existence of poverty. And this situation becomes‘uﬁ“‘-

more intolerable as it becomes more avoidable. : ‘ | I n

measure the poverty of today against that of other
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lands, nor even against our own past. We must measure it against
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what we can do today and should do tomorrow. And we must measure
MWW

1t, as you dO, aga:mst our oOwn CONSCLlence gsm
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A We cannot, in good conscience, ignore the plight of 5.4 million
——TETEEE EEmEEecCSE——

Bmerican families-~containing 8 million children--living on annual

A—

incomes below $2,000. To do so would be morally wrong--and, I might

add, ecggomically foolish.

) .
statistics cannot convey the devastating consequences of
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growing up in ghettoes, or the long-range effects of deficient
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medical care, or the psychologlcal barriers erected by sustained
R TTERTE
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deprivation and lack of opportunity. , 'a{q M
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the‘ac:.d of poverty corrodes the human spirit. It
’ Wt
ey
corrodes faith in oneself., It eliminates hope for the future.
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And it makes charity to others a rare virtue.

Z For these reasons President Johnson has made the elimination
g SR i R e =

of poverty & principal objective in the quest for the Great Society.

L ( In his historic State~of-the-Union address delivered last Monday,
oy o

the President indicated he would ask Congress to double expenditures
#

for the anti-poverty program in the coming fiscal year. W )
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some may bewail these expenditures. President m.understand’i‘ m
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the costs of inaction as well as the costs of action--the costs
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of delinquency and crime, of unemployment due to ignorance and
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lack of skills, and of welfare payments and unemployment compensation.
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And the President understands this nation can afford te do
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whatever must be dono——if it is right--and if we possess the courage
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Increased Federal expendi
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res alone, however, will not
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of pursuing those economic policies which will assure maximum

bring us this victory.
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growth and employment ./ We must recognize that only a vibrant ‘ 4
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and expanding economy will produce the new jobs so essential M U’-L |
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in producing new opportunity for the forgotten, LA

We must move ahead in those areas related so intimately to
T

expanding economic opportunity and improving the quality of

life in America: education, health care, urban development,
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natural resources, transportation and communications. And we

must wage a continuing war upon the ignorance, discrimination
O U O e S TR S T e STy [

and prejudice which President Johnson so properly called

"poverty of the spirit.”
— T S
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Let no one delude himself into believing that the war against J

poverty will be easily won 5 firspfyan e ulgs
f Ec AC rfuni t 4 a ly bec : “t
M ut if we resolve to make no small plans, to accept
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no small results, and to regard each partial victory as a stepping
SR e R A e e T SR 2 Y e ST

stone, we can reach our stated goal within a decade--a summit
WEEECIGESY M

where all Americans can breathe fully the air of freedom and ‘

opportunity because poverty no longer stifles them. '
[ ]

For opportunity, after all, is the foundation of freedom.
T e s L A R A E SR S

A In the war against poverty PA seeking to m M

extend the range of opportunities available to our disadvantaged %%
[ e

citizens: the opportunity to acquire a better education, to get

“_“

a better job, to buy a more comfortable house, or to enjoy one's
P e ]

#W

leisure time more productively.

M S

us always remember, in the words of President Franklin @

D. Roosevelt, that, "the true test of our progress is not whether
—W

we add more to the abundance of those who already have much. It
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is whether we do enough for those who have too little,”
w p
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I can assure you that the Administration of President Johnson
will never be indifferent to the plight of the less fortunate among us.
Thls Admlmstratlon Lhalways honor the words of the Prophet

AN~

Isaiah, |\‘Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring
m—-— A -

the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked to cover

I

him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? Then shall
i A S R Sty
P —

your light break forth like the dawn and your righteousness shall

e
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go before you."
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‘Mr. Vice President Elect, on behalf of all of us
in the UJA, we wish you to continue 1in ever-increasing
strength as you take up your dutles of office ?n the next 10
days .

Iadies and gentlemen, Vice President Elect Hubert
H. Humphrey.

e o« o« Applause . . .
REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY

VICE PRESIDENT ELECT QF THE UNITED STATES

VICE PRESIDENT ELECT HUMPHREY: Thank you ver
Mr. Fisher. Thank you for bringing greetings from an
of mine, my favorite barber, Mr. Ephraim Mizrachi, ¥A
tonsorial artlst of the King David Hotel. I must say that he
did glve me a great deal of support. Every one of you who
visited that hotel, he held that razor close to the throat
untll he had firm pledges out of you. I appreciate the fact
that you delivered and kept your pledge.

Mr, Meyerhoff, it 1s good to see you again, Joe.

Ambassador Harmon, my friend Rabbl Friedman, and
I belleve our good-friend from the Washington Community, Rabbi
Gerstenfeld had to leave us, and my many, many friends from
all over the Unlted States, these fine great citles of
ours, and states. It seems like I saw some of you a couple of
years ago out af Palm Springs. Many of you I have seen at

Miami, Most of you I have seenin your home cities. I gather
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my friends from Philadelphia are never going to forgilve
me for not going back there and having my picture taken tonight.
But I had preﬁsure -=- from a secular point of view I was willing
to do 1t, but 1t was the fellow upstairs working on me. Rabbi
Friedman said, "No, if you start that, you will be going from
table to table." I didn't tell him if this had been Jjust a
couple of months ago, I might have done that.

I am having some difficulty knowing just how to
address you, because I suppose that in light of the intfoduction
Mr, Flsher has glven me, that was most flattering and generous,
I should speak in the tones and with the dignity of a
;ice President. And yet I am not quite Vice President. At least
I haven't had the odth of office. Even though I am happy
to say the electoral college has met, and in its wisdom
has cast 1ts vote. And I am not a United States Senator.

My colleagues keep remlnding me of that in the Senate. Frankly,
I am unemployed at the moment. So I thought I would drop by
tonight, and just see how you were all doing.

And I gather that you are doing falrly well. I want
Mr, Fisher tb_know it isnmy hope you will do even ﬁetter before
we get out of here this evening.

And I think, Max, you ought to be able to spell that
out a little later in some degree of detail.

1 have two very heavy responsibilities tonight, and

challenges, First, I need to inspire UJA. Second, I need to
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please IBJ., And if I can do both, I will have quite an
evening.

« » » Applause . . :

This reminds me and permits me to bring you the warm
personal greetings and indeed the congratulations of the
President of the Unlted States to those of you who are the
Jleaders of the United Jewlish Appeal. I am very happy that I can
do this. I know Mr, Feldman, my good friend, who is the
Special Assistant to President Johnson, will be with yoﬁ, many
of you.

So you know that you are Iindeed in friendly fterpilcory.

I am particularly pleased that you are meeting in
Washington. Oh, I know 1t would have been nice if I could have
got on a plane and got out to Palm Springs, had a day or so,
tell my wife how I have been worklng. You men have been dolng
that for years, you know. I am not telling on you, if you don't
tell on me,

I might add Mrs. Humphrey wanted very much to be
with me tonight. Maybe you ladles appreciate why she is not
here, Yesterday noon she had a luncheon, many soclal respon-
sibllitles, had to make a speech. Says she doesn't like to. But
she gets a lot more done than I do.

Iast night we had a dinner for all the new Senators
at our home. This morning she was sort of modeling her

inaugural gown. And then at noon she had another luncheon and

-
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reception. Ahd then tonlight she is preparing for 170 Congressmer
So she 1s a busy lady.

I am here tonight because we both want to greet many
of our friends here, friends that have become as dear tous as

any frlends could possibly be. I want to talk to you this

evening about the work of UJA.

I am about as accustomed to being at UJA meetings
as you are, In fact, I might be even more so. I used to tell
some of my good friends who were members of the B'nai B'rith
I had been at more lodge meetings than they had. And I would
try to get them to come once in awhile.

I know this is your inaugural conference. And it is
most appropriate that you should meet in the Mation's Capital.

We need you here.

of humankind, every meeting that is dedicated to the cause
of human freedom, every conference that is dedicated to human
Klgnity, ought to sometlime or another in the history of its

organization come to the Natim's Capital, because America

and the Capital indeed of freedom throughout the world, is a
home for people who want to do good ﬁhings and good deeds
for a better world.

And you have helped us here Just by your presence.

The things that are belng said about your activities, the news

I think that every meeting that deals with the welfare

needs to know that Washington, D, C., the Capital of this Nation,
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reports from these gatherings of yours, your conferences
and your meétings -= this all adds to the good of America, to
the good name of America, to the lmge of Amer.}ca, to the
real substancg q_f_ Amerlca, because if America 1s anything it is
indeed a deep concern over t.:he welfare of humanity. And the
United Jewlsh Appeal is the living embodiment of the activity
of people frleely doing 1t, voluntarily doing it, the
activity of people helping one another, And I commend y‘ou and
congratulate you.

And, as a public official, at least once was one,
and soon to be one, I thank you very much for what you are
doing.

"« o« o Applause . . .

You are really not very old. It is only your 27%h
gathering. Twenty-six meetings before. You are just slightly
out of the teenage group. You are in the full bloom and blossor
of 1ife, A lot of vitallty and a great deal of energy and
enthuslasm to get the Jjob done.

I lhave read all of your works. I have been doing
this for yeaps. And .I know what your accomplishments have been,
Those accomplishments, 1t seems to me, stand as a faithful
application of the teachings of that great Hebrew elder IHillel.
And I Just quote from him:

"If I am not for myself" he asked" who Will be for

me?" But 4if I am only for myself, what am I?"

1
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The rhetorical question -- it is almost the method as
we used to say iIn political philosophy of Socratic teaching --
asking the question and you make your own answer.

" If I am only for myself, what am I?

Hillel knew what ﬁe was speaking of and gave us an
immortal lesson.

Although these words were spoken long before the time
of Christ, they lie in the core of the Judao Christian heritaz.
In other words, what we are really talking about here 15 our
brother's keeper =-- let.cach man be his brother's keeper.

It is in that spirit that YJA has carrled on 1ts
work throughout all of these many years,both here at home and
abroad. And I think that in doing this work, you have glven
to the entire world, much of i1t, by the way, acting very
selfishly, and much of it not practicing the precepts of
being one's brother's keeper. But at least the United Jewish
Appeal has given to the world a living active demonstration
of charity, the kindness of the human spirit, and of volunteerils
Not the government demanding 1t, not the government or the
state taking it from you, but you 1ln a very, very real sense
giving, giving to your fellow human beings, so that human
dignity takes on more than philosophical meaning, 1t Takes on
reallty. '

I come here, therefore, to praise you. And I come

to challenge you, too,

M.
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One could almost get up here and say what a record,

what an amazing achlevement. And you have a right to be
very proud =-- you have a r;ght to be proud of yourself, and
you ought to be happy. k

I said to Rabbl Friedman on the way coming here
this evening -- I have never known anyone that was 1n wWorse
circumstapces for being a generous giver., I have never known
a nation, indeed an individual, that put dtself in economic
difficulty because 1t was a prudent and generous giver.‘In
fact, the history of our own natlion tells us this. The only
time that America has been 1n serious ftrouble in this century
economically,was when Amerilca closed her gates to the immigrants
when America closed down her credit to people that wanted
to buy, and when America closed her mind to progressive
ideas. And those days happened in the late 120's and the
early 1930's. And as a result, America almost closed up shop,
tlosed her banks, lost her homes, lost her people, lost her
children =- because America had closed its heart.

A generous people and a generous natlon generally is
a heaithy people and a happy people, and a healthy ad happy
mtion,

I might add that even as this great Republic of ours
today glves generously abroad -- and many people complain
of it ==~ oh,'do I know, I’;ave beén in Congress 16 years.

I know we have given much, I suppose even much of 1t has been
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wasted. I suppose that many people do not appreciate 1it.
But I can also say that America today is the richest nation
on the face.of the earth, the gealth of this country is

beyond human comprehension. And we have not ﬁecome the poorer,

we have not become the poorer because we have been generous.

In fact, we are richer today, because wehave been generous.
And so are you. |

. o » Applause « «

I attend many meetings with my wife. And I would say
that members of the Jewlsh commnity ought to be so proud
of the fact that you are the best givers in America. And ydu
are, And I say this publicly and on the record, You have
glven so much. And as a result, my, oh my, how you hhave grown
in stature and prestige and prosperity and respnsibility,
until today America, every one of us as individuval Americans
should be proud of our great natlon, proud of the many great
institutions of learning, of health, of care, of social
Jjustice, to which you have given so much, and %o which some
of us have tried to contribute a little.

Just think of this --at a time when lives are being
snuffed out in the Congo, at a time when llves are being
taken in Vietnam, at a time when people are being slapped into
jall because they want o think and be human beings -- think
of this. The United Jewish Appeal has been responsible for

saving more than 3 milliion people, 3 milllon pecple of your faltl
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since World War II, from war and ression.

I want you to let that -- let me back up a minute.

We take thls for granted. You have read about it, you
get the circulars and the bulletins and you héﬁe heard about
it.

But do you remember the lives that were taken in the
gas chambers? You remember the brutality and the unhurdnity
of political‘despots, the Nazl. Those memories are seared
into our consclousness, seared into our souls. Vhy doﬁ't we
then mmember with Jjob, with pride, and sing praise to the
heavens, the fact that thls organization, of which you are the
1eéders, the people here -- you are the leaders -~ you have
saved 3 million lives.

What 1s there greater that one can do than to save
the life of another?

I think this 1is a tremendous record. You have settlec
more than a million three hundred thousand people of Jewish
falth in Palestine and now the state of Israel. They are
safe, they are free, I don't say they are as prosperous as

we would want them to be. Andperhaps they are not as safe

as they want,K to be.l But they are a whole lot safer than they
were in the ghettoes, or under the whiplash of some dictator.
And Israel today 1s a nation, and it 1s a free nation. It is a
democracy., It 1s a vital society. And 1t is a living demonstrai

of what a people can do for human dignity and for human freedom

;1o
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And yopu helped make it possible., ¥You ought to
feel mighty good when you wake up in the morning and think
abgub that. And when you think in the doing ?f 1t you are not
worse off; you are better. You Jjust feel bettler.

I have often said. that one of the things that makes
me enjoy politics 1s because I get a sense of feellng that
I am contributing something to my country. ¥You can't get very
rich at this business. But there 1s a richness of frilendship.
There is a richness of knowlng that you are a part of ﬁistory.
There is a richness of knowing that maybe you made a little
contribution to somefhing in your country.

Don't you_feel that way as a citizen in this great.
democracy? Don't you feel that way as a co-religionis®, when

you make a contributlion, save a 1life, or settle someone

in a new land, with freedom as their environment, soclial Justice

the code of the day?

You have settled over 350,000 people of the Jewish
faith. You have rehabilitated, so to speak, for all practical
purposes Jewish community lifeand re-established it in Western
Europe, after the horrible years of Nazl terror and destructlon,
And, by the way, those years are not far back.

This is 1965. January 1965. January 1945 was less

than 30 days after the Battle of the Bulge. And the gas chamber

were working overtime.

Twenty years later, a new country, a new soclety, new

;

S
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When I.;ear people tell me this world 1s worse
than it ever was, I don't believe 1t. .

Max Fisher and Hubert Humphrey were ;isiting here
a little while ago. I.came'into a degree of maturity.in the
30's. And I want to tell you, every day has been a little blb
better. And I haven't forgotten 1t. I don't think the good old
days were half as good as the present days. I like 1t now.

. « » Applause . . o«

‘What we have been doing in this experiment or
this expression of charity and understanding and compassion
that UJdhk represents 1s In a very real sense what President
Johnson is attempting to get America to do as a natlion as
an organized socilety in our war on poverty.

Everything in the State of Israel isn't rich. They
are not all poor. And everybody in America isn't rich, elther =
even though most of us live very well. We do have some that
do not live well. And that makes 1t all the worse, because ite
need not be that way.

I'would say that UJA possibly gave us the example
for waging this war on poverty. I think that what we are
attempting to do here at home and what We are attempting to do
abroad, governmentally, what you are doing in the Unlted Jewish
Appeal, really is a response to that ancient command in the

Book of Deuteronomy. Let me just quote from it.
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"'he poor shall never cease out of the land."
I guess that 1s another way of saying the poor will
always be wlth us, :
| "The poor shall never cease out of the land.
Therefore, I command thee séying thou shalt surely open thy
hand unto the poor and needy brother in thy land."
Now, this is as ancient as the prophets.
What is there that is new?
) The President gives a State of the Union Meséage,
a fallen President asks us to be charitable and considerate, .
and 1t comes from the books wrltten hundreds, yea, thousands
of years ago. The wmmand, 'Thou shalt surely open thy hand
unto the poor and néedy brother in thy land." That 1s the
battle cry, 1t 1s the charge, 1t 1s the command of the ﬁar on
bvverty. It was sald only recently within the last decade
by that great maﬁ of the church, the Holy Roman Catholic Church,
Pope John, in his two magnificent encyclicals, Pacem In Terris
and Mater et. Magestra. You ought to read them. What do these
say among ‘other things? One of the great thoughts expressed
was there can be no freedom in a world that is in the grips
of poverty., There can be no peace in a world that 1s staggered
and ataggering under the blows of poverty.
You cannot have a world with only a section of the

rich and the mass multitude poor and sick, ignorant and

1lliterate, hopeless and frustrated, without having trouble,
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So that peace, as we pray for it and work for 1,
is more than the absence of war. Peace 1s In a very real
sense something that is positive. Peace is h%rmony,
man with his God, peace is health, peace is enlightenment,
peace is social Justicé, peéce is food, peace is learning,
peace is hope, not hopelessness.,

Peace is progress and social justice, not reaction
and injustice.

So the great spiritual leader, regardless of‘the
church or the synagogue that we may belong to, tell us the
éame lesson =-- that progress, human progfess and social
Justice must go hand in hand,

There can be no freecdom in a world of the poor and

the improverished and the oppressed., The worst form of tyranny

is the tyranny over the mind of man, and the second worst
form is the tyranny of man's own poverty, the poverty of his
spirit, the povery of his purse, the poverty of his body
that 1s wracked with palin and disease, the poverty of a mind
that may be illiterate and ignorant.

So as we gather In the sheafs, and as we ask for
the help, and.gs we seek the contributiéns, and as we say
help one another, we wage war on poverty, We wage war on
tyranny, and we c¢an wage it without losing a life., In fact,
we can wage i1t to save lives.

Some day maybe we will get cilvilizedienough to be
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able to wage war with the same determination and courage
for peace and for life that we wage it for victory on the
battlefleld as we take life, and as peace 1s held precariously
in uncertaln hands.

I hope so.

This 1s the process of civilizatlon.

But you are making your cariributlon to 1t.

Well, I happen to believe, as I said a moment ago,
that we can't afford to tolerate the exlstence afpzveréy
in our own midst in America. We have to be something like
they sald =-- Ceasar's wife, above susplcilon.,

We Americans have to set an example for the world,
And we are doing pretty well at it. But we can do better.

We need to set an example to show that modern technology and
modern knowledge of scédence and medicine and educatlon, that
modern productive capaclty can obliterate poverty. If you
cannot obliterate poverty with what we know today, what makes
you think we can ever:do away wilth war? And do you think that
we can afford war?

I will serve on the National Security Council. I have
been in the'Congress a long time. I know one thing if I know
anything else, that this world cannot endure nuclear war
and haveanything left. And yet war and animosity and violence
are really the product of oppression and ignorance, fear,

poverty.
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So as we wage the struggle against these ancient
enemies of manklind, we save the peace, save our own lives,

You are not Just helping people in I?rael. Iet's be
yvery frank about it. If that is all you think ::rou are doing
here tonight, you have undersold yourselves ., Whezever you
strikg a blow against dlisease, wherever you strike a blow for
educatlon, wherever you 1ift your hand to strike down bigotry
and intoleraﬁce, Wherever you help a fellow human being any
place In the world, you have worked for the peace of América,
the health of your own country.

e o o Applause ., ., .

As Mr. Fisher sald so well twmight, when you are
a good Jew you are a good American. And when you are a good
American, you are a good Jew., When you are a good Catholic
or a good Protestant you are a good American. When you are
a good American, jou are a good man of my faith. We ought
to understand that. There is a brotherhood. And we need
to appreciate it. We need to have a kind of enlightened under=-
standing of our interdependence, one with another.

So ;et me move aiong now =-- I shan't keep you too
longe.

Let me just give you a few figures that will tell you
somehing of the problem we face in this country of ours in terms
of povertf,'and in ferms of the challenge, of economic health.

I say that in good conscience we cannotignore the




Phone: (Area 202) 628-4266

WARD & PAUL

917 G S, N. W., Washington 1, D, C,
-

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

26
plight of almost 5-1/2 million, 5,400,000 American families,
with 8 million chiidren, living on incomes under $2,000,

This isn't good ecommically, and it 1s sure bad morally.
If that income could be increased by productivework, by
6pportunity,'to $4,000 per‘faﬁily, look what 1t would mean.
You could double your contributions to UJA, for one thing.
But more importantly, 1t would be good for everybody. It would
be gpod for the Federal Government, the revenues for state and
local government, it would be good for business, good for
education, good for health.

You see, waging the war on poverty isn't Just an act
of charity. It 1s really good sensible economics. It is
good morals, it is good politics, it is good economics, and
1t 1s goaod sense, and 1t 4s the right thing to do.

To permit these millions of people to go and to live
on as they are, when we know we can do something about it,
is morally wrong.

- But the truth 1s that statlstlics never convey

the devastating consequences of growing'up in miserable conditic

iIn ghettoes, or on the long range effects of deficlent
medical care, inadequate education, or psychological barriers
erected by sustalned deprivation and lack of opportunity.
The statistlcs never tell the story. How can you
know what 1t is to be unemployed by Just reading about how many

people are unemployed, when your family may be denied, not only

ot
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some of the good things of life materially, but more
importantly if you really are a person that wants to work, and
feel that you have something within you that youcan contribute,
to bé told that there is no place for you, no‘Job for you --
this breaks your spilrit. That is the damage. It isn't only
the damage of the cost to the taxpayer for relief and for
food, shelter., It 1s not only thedamage of the losscof
income to the worker whose talents go unused. It is thedamage
to the soul and to the spirit.

The acid of poverty -- and that is what it is -- this
acld of poverty corrddes the human spirit. I{ corrodes faith
in one's self, It gnaws away at us. And it eliminates hope
for the future. And it makes charity to others a rare virtue.

Let me say to the good clvic leaders thatare in this
room that untlil we can do something to strike literally death
blows on poverty in all of its forms -- and I speak of it now,
poverty of illiteracy, the poverty of hopelessness, of cultural
deprivation, the poverty that comes in being told generation
after generation that you are not wated, that there is né room
for you, because of your color, of your religion, this kind
of poverty that 1s ingrained in family after family, decade
after decade; generatlon after generation, this kind of poverty
can sicken all of America, contaminate us,

This 1s what is wrong on our streets, this is why

tThere 1s vilolence, this is why the demagogues today can make
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a play to some people and lead them into riotous and violent

actlon.

It is not good enough just to say you need more police,
It 1szuﬁ:good enough Jjust to say that all you ;eed to do 1is
enforce the law, Important as that is -- miake no mistake
about it, law enforcement, law observance are essentials for
orderly community life. But The law must be Jjust. Social
Justlce ==~ like the prophets of old,.my favorite 01d Testament
Prophet -~ President Johnson's is Isaiah,mine is Amos. ihis man
that cried out for Jjustice. The'Prophet of Social Justice..
Because untll there 1is justice and 1t rolls like a mighty
river, there cén be no peace and there can be no order in
the community, the;e can be no human dignity.

So we need to builld a Jjust order.

I tﬂink it is for these reasons that our President
and Presidents before him -- but I commend President Johnson
In particular for one act above all others, that he has reminded
rich and prosperous America that there are poor in cur midst.
And he hasn't sald that the answer to poverty is. just to dish
out gifts. | - EeE

Yes, charity, to be sure, But more than that., He has
made the ellmination of poverty the principal objective of
his career, of his public life, of his administration, in
the quest for a great socilety.

You know, there 1s a difference between being big and
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great. Lots of people are big. A few are great, Bigness

is quantity. We want America to be a great soclety, not Just
a2 blg one. | ;
In that historic State of the Union Message,
the President indicated that he was going to ask the Congress
to do more in the antli-poverty program. I know some people
are golng to bewail 1t, I can hear thenm comlng already, in
the same old places. I can hear them in my sleep. They
are going to bewaill the cost. ' |
Frankly, the President and you understand that the .
cosfs of Inaction are sometimes worse than the costs of actlon,
The costs of delnquency, of crime, of unemployment, the costs
of lgnorance and the lack of skills, welfare payments , unemploy-
ment compensation -- these are the costs that should worry us.,
The President understands this Mationan afford
To do whatever it needs to do,
And, by the way, that is a command I want to give
you tonight. Anybody can do what we ought o do, Anybody
can do Just about what people expect you to do. There isn't
any need, Mr, Fisher, of holding any meeting any place anywhere
Just to ask people to do what they expected to do when they
came to the meeting. You could have saved the trip.
What America needs to do is, No. 1, to have as its
standard excellence, because medioerity won't get you by any

more.” The competiftion is too rough.
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Not only that, medloerity leaves you at dead
center, We need excellence -- Just like the astronauts.
They don't go around saying, "Okay". They say A-Oy." Fellous
that ride bicycles say okay. Bubt iIf you are going to be up
there in one'of those space éapsules golng around, you have
to know 1t 1s perfect, A-Okay. And when he says Okay, he is
in trouble, that is the last you will hear of him.

I might add that America needs to understand that

We can do the impossible. Because if we can only do what you

and I think for a moment 1s possible, then anybody can practical

do tﬁat. We have to do what is impossible. We have to, in our
lifetime, be honestly able to say and do -- that we can prevent
war. We have to be able to conquer diseases that people said
were lmposslble to conquer, We have to learn how to 1ive.
in cities, the likes of which man has never known before, and
to keep them orderly, and livable.
That isn't something that you can Just do by
saylng, "I think we can do 1t." You have to do £the impossible.
Anybody that 1s remembered in music, the arts,
llterature, or polltics or science or technology has done the
impossiblé.
Einsteln did it. He knew the nature of the atom.
He produced the formula for the splitting of the atom. It was
impossible. And that 1s why Einstein did it. If it had been

possible, some young teacher in high school would have done it.

1y
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We have to have people that are capable of doing
great things. And. my I say there were people forryears who
kmew that it was ;bsolutely essentlal that the;St&e of Israel

be constructed if there were going to be any safety and

peace for millions of people. Many people said, "Well, I hope

so,"”

But there were a few waliant souls that sald, 'It has got
to be done."

And somebody else saild, "It is impossible.” And the
fellow said, "That is exactly what I mean, that is why ﬁe are
going to do it,"

It was impossible to conquer this great willderness
that was America. It was once impossible to sail the seven
seas. It was once impossible to get into outer space.

And you know 1% -~ in your lifetime. If somebody
had told you 40 years ago -- some of you ladies won't qualify
under this -- but if somebody had told you 40 years ago we were
going to by the year 1970 land on the moon and bring him hack,
you would say that fellow was gone.

Ladies and gentlemen, if we van® do that between now
and the next f;ve or six years, we will come in second best
in a two-man race, and that means a loss.

it 1s not onlypossible, 1t is essential that we do it.
And we can't do it by halfway measures.

e » o Applause . . .

Iet me gilve this word of assurance to you,
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I don't come here tonight as a social worker -- even
though we need social workers, I believe the great programs
of welfare we have are essential to a good 1if$.

. But I am not here to tell you we are goling to conquer
poverty in America for the ﬁinions of people afflicted by
it by Just a generous government, by Federal expenditures,
or eveniy volunteer agencies. m

A I want you to understand tonight, Mr., Businessman,

Mr. Professionalman, and your ladies, I want you to understand :
that the policy of this government of which I am a part is
a policy to encourage enterprise, to make it pcssible for
people to earﬁ the opportunities to be generous.

We are not engaged in a massive give-away. We are
engaged, 1f you please, in a massive program of tying to help
America be a blgger and better and a stronger and a more
productive and a more Jjust country. That is the goal of yéur
government. And you as a businessman can plan it that way.

Aind as you look down theroad and see What you are going to do
in terms of your life, you ought to plan on the basis that each
year will be better than the other.

And I tell you why. Because we have %o have it that
way. We can't afford to have a depréssion. Those days are all
over, We can't affofd to have a recession, That is for
students to talk about in theoretical economics, Practical

economics of the world in whichwe live prohibits =-- prohibits
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and denles a free country the luxury of a dépression or
a major recession. You must understand that.

Now, somebody is going %o say how areg you golng to do
that. I don't have 511 the answers, All I know is we cannot
afford to have America bankfuptﬁ. We cannot affofd massive
unemployment. We cannot afford to have our industries
operating at 50, 70 percent capacity. We cannot afford to have
our communitles with little or no revenue. We can't afford
1t. |

It Is just like gettiz into debt. You cannot afford -
to stop work. And America is not gahg to go through this
experlience once again, losing itself, and thereby losing'
its opportunities.

So we move ahead,

Really what we are talking about is opportunity. We
must recognilze that only a vibrant and expanding economy will
produce the wealth and the Jobs so essential for pfoducing
opportunity to the forgotten.

In the war against poverty we are seeking, therefore,
to extend the range of opportunities available %o the dis-
advantaged citizens, those who have never had a chance. We are
Seeking to extend the opportunity to acquire a better education;
to get a better job, to buy é more comfortable home, or
enjoy lelsure time,

Remember what Franklin Roosevelt once saild. Sometimes
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I think it would be good if we Played back a couple of those
Speeches .,

These were his words from about 1936,i1n the City of
Philadelphia: He said, "The true test of our progressis not
whether we add more %o the.abﬁndance of those who already have
much. It is whether we do enough for those who have too little.®

What we are Seeking, therefore, to do is not to push
doin those who are on top, but to help those 1ift Themselves
who are on the bottom, And the only Wway you can bulld a'strong
@thedral or synagogue is to have a Solid foundation. And it is .
the foundations of American life today thatare in trouble, not
its penthouses or the top stories,

This Administration will always honor the words of
the Prophet Isaiah. And that story goes, '"What is the duty
of a righteous man? Is it not %o shar2 your bread with
the hungry and'bring the homeless poor into your house? When
you see the naked to cover him, and not to hide yourself
from your own flesh. Then shall your light break forth like
the dawn and your righteousness shall go before you."

My fe;low Americans, what is there better to be,

When you already have so mich, when you already have a home
the likes of which you never drzamed was possible, when you
already have Wwealth and prestige and luxury, when you already
have more than the cars that you once dreamed were possible.

What is there better to kmor, and what 1s there better to be than

#
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to lmow that you are doing something for your fellowman?

& And like Isailah sald then, "Shall your light break for
like the dawn,and your righteousness shall go before you,"

So, Max, I pope These leaders you have brought togethe
here tonight will d6 as you ﬁave done. And I am never
hésitant to ﬁsk people to do a 1little bit more than theyhthought
they were going to. Because I never won electlons by asking
people to do just what they thought they were going to do,
because that is the way you lose them. |

I ynow how you win elections and how you lose them.
I have triéd both., And I am here to tell you I like winning.

And the way that you win is to ask people to do'far
more than they ever contemplated. And tonight I charge this
audience with making this, the 27th Annual Meeting of the
Unlted Jewish Appeal, the greatest conference that you have
ever had, to make it that wgy in terms of the substance of
your generasipy, as well as the substance of your philosophy.
| Thank you very much,

e o« « Applause + . .

3
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