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'_ Speesh by Habgrt H-. utphrey.

i 'Thank'ypu %ery ﬁdch; 'Thank you vcrf ﬁuuh, Mf; Ffiéndly,

i,- ¥ myifriénqlﬁi. AYA right, ;tﬁa a gh\ﬁ Btart. ; oft

%ﬂ:”' }ﬁll{‘- Iffeellsiggulariy honorad and ?r#yiieged tg.behiﬁ.éhg

i"- - -.h_[.cqmpap?_of_hcﬁa iide %utﬂors, good éutﬁors,‘énd to be.

?I kol Ip;iyileéé@'tp Participateiin 2 th :1ng_wﬁéfé dui.éine:i

; ¥ citizeQ§ are'giving some time td ?f thougﬁt cf.a'ﬁopk; ;

éif :.uand reflmutlon upon the authors and the boo%s;

i . ' .I must say that up until just 2 moment ago I wag

;~_ :"- ; ; happy;'i was.content, I felt that the futﬁre 1,\1:_311]_(3.'br:-:_'.~

é - bgi@ht and wqrﬁhy‘of aiayone that h*ﬁ an 6ptimiS£ic-$ﬁ£;_

; look on life, but mow I find from Mr. Friendly that alter

Q e :WEdnesday'next that I'll be in mothballs, T'll bé z

o _ ‘ i Ay | . . 2

: corseted ~ I don't know with wnat; but appar ently I Wlll

; 'be.‘ In other words, a sad chapter will: come into'mg ;ife.

i- . ' iR wapt'to-say that thig ign‘e wpat.Er&sident_Jghﬂsdﬁ tﬁ;d

é me &t all when we were in Atlantic City. I havg'béeﬁ ie&-

; g e beliévé_ﬁhat I'was gpproaching tlhe summits,;;the_heights‘

; offgdbd'livingf<§hét I would be able to preside‘ovér;the\

: - United Statgé Senﬁte and for the first time lock GOWn \

$ 'upbn ﬁy cdileagues, kut . I have such great respéct for-
;jcurnalism.aéd for the authenticity and ohjaQtivity of

;' the Americaﬁ.yress that I know now that my quure is if

E . o 'fnc; uncertaih, at "least’ it's not going to be too pleasaﬁt.

? | .- But I intend Eo do som mbout that, I want you to
know.
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_of politics. In my campalon I wosdubbed ?The'Haypyfi‘

end rewarding  and chellencinc exy

MOrE hud ik, tnev wollld 1i

-'bettrl.'

back in the year 1830 wrote nhodt the Grest Society,

*“rior“ I enjoved it. I watt Lo det you’khow thaﬁ'the

oniy rovret that I had about itThe campzign was that s cot

a llttle tirea the lash day ox o, but .othe r- than tnat

it secmeﬂ to me like it wes tus of the most zefze hlng

?t;cnces_pf=my‘life,

It is the soxt of experiecnce thet few have, and if many .

"y

jfgbw,_;et e say ; word oo Lwo as a sbrt_bf diversion

-_—
from the book, bub thils is 2 gsthering at 2 luncheon for
books and zuthors. This Adminlstration’is ded ated to

- the fullfillment of the bold objzctive of the Great

2h=

(<Boeicty. - It's aleo dedicated Lo 2 WaE - a-warion-

poverty. ° The chalienge or the vision of he Grcat

Society ig not new. DBver o cften now, SCmeboﬂy»comes'v

out with a little piece that woints out that so-and-so’

that éoméboﬂy wrote showt it in 1907. I nevef'trfltol'

;emembeijthqse-nzmeg; that's what yoﬁ_hife people to do.

You- ask -them to look thHose things Lu. But the Greszt

Society is in a sense what mankind has been. str*VLng £or
B

since the dawn of history, and we have made great

strides towards it. The war on paverty, surely the war
x ¥

on poverty, is-as old as the prophats, Because mankind.

e Bmerican politics a l@ttle;‘:‘
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' for the spirit. Indecd,

a whole chapter in the 1x

" hundreds of thousands, yes
regrettably ‘very youny peon

-their soul and heart, tha

intellectyally or spivitaally, or voes
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+o0 -~ food for the minds, food for the soul,and food
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when I mention soul and spirit,

hau s what differentistes man from snimal, and that's

what differentiates a fres mesn 'from oneg who has never

had the privilege of frecdom. .Beeauss it is soul and

spirit thal gives us TBex

1ing to humen 8ignity, and it ds

only throuch human Jdignity thet there is an .*ustifﬁﬂdt+cn
= - = : '

for +he exercise of the politicel institution

freedom.

with you. Books as sold

of
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So I speak of books thea in this final moment of mine

as food for the mind, Food for

the intelleck. 2and, every luncheon that we have, every
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- Iibraries in theix scliool and &

Ak The nestE infamess of-then all for-a iong period of
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et 11 i o M i oty = o

gathering that we nzva Gaske #nd authors,. iaito ]
the good. The trouble is o don't Lave snough of them:

the Presiderntdn on education ‘peninded us’

+that “bC“C:!vr“&'PE] ton finy comtinitioes that'had

Distyict of Columbia’
tine. ‘I femeneer -, when' I had soine

y ung people come to see We, rnd showed me the condition
Qf their books. in the Hotion's Cepital. I will not teke

your time except to tell you ‘That. we dids Finally'= = (@

appropriate almest a miliion dollsrs for new books.

But.boskt thet were a Siagrece te iy sk “y in the

7

Capital of ‘a nation that repressantod Frecdom Laroughou+
e world. Libreries, nou-existent ia many of our:

-

4 junicr hilgh schools.. Librarians,

elementary;schools
scmething you wrota chout, resd whout, bub nevex wmet.
Fortunately, &c arz malking Scmé SEoUress he ré ﬁow in.-the
Distriet of Columbis, bat ws ought to make nuch morc.
The per capita exnéLu;tuzu for Pocks fer the schoqla in
the Dist¥ict fox vinraries wsre lezs then 50¢..~In my,
home citg of Minngepolis; §$4.00.  Fhat wesn't tA“ hig est,

a median: 16w I weuld suggest that

by the way:; that
we are beginning to find cut that books are as ilumportant -

maybe nueh more imporkant —— ¥ei, maeh more imgartant

+han bricks and mostar, and a8s important as the teachex.
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pPoor reader, and you don't laosrn how'Eo resd just by

. through exercises , vor loazn by practics gz well ag the

instruction in the technigess of roading. Dach boy and
gixrl in Bmerica oughli Lo have tho private pussession of
Rt to ster:t oulidn Hisoyouth 806 .

that he’ll build it dn his cdultbopd!  ILikveries oaght

rof- Just to bz public, tley ssould be poivate, 888 we

‘ought €0 develop in- this ecuntiy.a love of books as great

Lury mooble. tha love of @n antomobile.

ag, amongst our

rdnd, we: can; | Beguuse hioolm gasn bo fascinating,. if they are’

obtainzble - if khey =re 3t hand., And mey' ¥ say to the

=7 ._ ) i : AR : .
Jinrarisng and to the selio¥s 3£ boiks, 1f you would

) -4 e AT 0g | we | St T WG iy 2L . 5 =
mase youX paperasths o5 YIodiby accessible to students

ag the cigarette manuiznziorers do of their producks, vou

yould be surprisad o nany siwre scwlzsnke road bogkg. v

I see no Yeasoh whay a FL2, of Scw2 othst group cannot .

establish In any gchool, mditie, privote or prrochial, a

=

little bockshels swhisxre the botis =ve not oily forf the purpose

&

of ‘checking eut end clisclzing

i, bab vihEve wou sall tlen.

If you can have a €@¢ke puchine, you can have 2 hook machine,

i e 1

so-tn'hpea:.. And, by e way, Phis it not uri@inal with }
me, very few people Rove chatfats. T aixd finﬁ; ;
however, a page or two In 2 1 by Robert B :
3
Eﬁwﬂ?ﬁ,-&zsista%t Profclzor of Nducation at the - :
Univerzsity of Chiszgo. entiticd “A Book Iz To Buy*,. znd
here's This Aickle argicia ¥ng it 3, Twhitewver the
elementary child's nosivebice oy ba, we lsarﬁ ne 'does
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