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It is a privilege for me to join with you in honor-
ing a great man of owr time, Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru.

The opening of this exhibit in the United States
would have the approval of the man we ave honoring tonight.--
Iwenty five years ago, in April 1940, he wrote of America
that more end more of India's thoughts were attuned to
"this great democratic country which seems almost alone

to keep the torch of democratic freedom alight in a world
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given over to violence and aggression and opportunism
of the worst kind,”

In the past twenty five years America’s thoughts
have turned more end more to India and to the man who did
g0 much to keep the "torch of democratic freedom alight”
on the vast continent of Asia,

But now Nehru is gone. The eulogies have been read,
The editoriale have been written. His ashes are now a
part of the waters and the soil of India, the land to which
he gave himself unsparingly.
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friends and colleagues -- I need not dwell on his achieve-
ments. You know them better than I. In the United States
he was and is widely esteemed as the George Washington of
country -~ the man who guided his nation through its

difficult founding years. In these formative years he won
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great admiration and respect because he led in freedom
and left a working democracy, an example for the commumnity
of new independent nations to follow. Long before he
became Prime Minister he wrote that the test of a nation's
heritage is the kind of leaders to which it has given its
allegiance, In his own lifetime he demonstrated pnce
again the apecient truth that in governing a nation --
whether new or old -- political leadership is most
important of all. He succeeded in molding a nation of
continental proportions, of varied linguistic and
religious groups -- in the face of formidable economic
obstacles.

But he is remembered today because he not only looked
inward to the problems of his country -- but outward to the
problems of the world., In playing a world role, he charted

a eourse of non-alignment for India between East and West.



@ik w
Though the paths of non-slignment can sometimes lead to
pitfalls, he never absndoned his belief in the necessity
of preserving freedom.

In playing a world role, Prime Minister Nehmu
alwaye attached special importance te the United Nations --
and it is especially fitting that this exhibit be epened
in New Yerk, the seat of the United Netions -- and in the
year 1965, International Cooperation Year.

The International Cooperation Yesr I might remind you
was first proposed by Prime Minister Nelnru to the UM General
Assembly in 1961,

Under his leadership India established itself as a
major voice in the United Nations. When the history of our
times is finally written, the vole played by Indian forces
in United Nations peace-keeping operations -- in the Congo,
Gaza, Cyprus, Korea and elswwhere -- will merit special

commendation.
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President Johnson said at the time of Mr. Nelru's
death: "For so long we had counted on his influence for
good..." 7The period of his influence was long; it
included the tenures of four of owr Presidents: Lyndon B,
Johnson, John F. Kemnedy, Dwight D. Eisenhower and Harry
8. Truman.

Each of these Presidents knew him well and two of
them visited him in New Delhi -- President Johnson in
ﬁum-vmmmmmmmm
1959, Mr. Nehru besides his 1949 visit with President
Truman, came,to Washington in 1956 to meet President
Eisenhower and again in 1961 to talk with John F. Kennedy,
There is a charming photograph, which may be in this
exhibit, of the Prime Minister waldng amn-in-mm with
Mrs. Kennedy on the White House lawn. It was a short

time later that Jacqueline Kennedy made the Bourney to
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of all of us here at home, It is a privilege for us to
mmmmmw.mmm—
mm'-m.mmm.muum
mmmumm.

mmmmwm-mm.
mmhmunmmnummv:. Nehru's
fuﬁ:mﬂnu.s?z-mubymv-mm
agement of post-war freedom for India,
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Since those days, relations between our countries
have grown close. The late Prime Minister's vision of
& new India in which the common man would be free from
the age-old shackles of poverty, disease and social
diserimination -- a new India to be created by hard work,
self-help and democratic planning and methods -- has
attracted the support and assistance of my country.

I believe that this assistance should continue and will
continue,

In the later years of his temme an unprovoked
attack by China in India's territory invoked an inmediate
sympathetic American response. At Prime Minister Nelru's
request, President Kennedy rushed emergency military
assistance to India's embattled gymeq fdrces. We are
continmuing to help India's defenses in a common resolve

that free men can and must defend themselves and their
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liberty when challenged by outside totalitarian aggressors.
Nelwu was among the first to perceive that a new era
had come with the splitting of the ateom, His profound grasp
of the realities of the puclesr age led him to resist the
temptation to develop an independent nuclear capability.
As one who understood the perils of muclear proliferation,
advice and resisted the call to join in a nuclear arms
race which could only bring peril to Asia and to the world,
There should be no swrprise that the United States
stood with India in its hour of need. For we share so
mugh: the rule of law, free elections, an operating
denoeratis system, the checks and balances of a written
constitution, a belief in the integrity of the individual,
a desirve for extending the benefits of modern society to

all.
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The exhibit we are to g@en tonight depicts the Nehru
about wham I have spoken, his growth, the growth of India
and his comnections with the United States. I am pleased
that the Government of India has put it together so that
we and hundrede of thousands of Americans can see it,
I hope that this exhibit will give those who view
it something of the vision of the man it depicts, a
visionary who felt that Indis would only advance if it
could dream dreams, draw strength from its great past,
and put visfon and dreams into sction. And that vision
was well expressed in a statement by Mr. Nehru made in
1939:
"And yet, and yet, the sands run out and
this mad- world rushes on, and problems multiply

and if we do not keep pace with them we perish,
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The world of today is mot for the complacent

or the slow of foot or those who are the

slaves of events...”

If we are to honor his vision, we must use time as
& tool and not as a couch, As heirs of Nehru I am con-
fident you will heed his prophecy and honor his vision.
As friends of India we in the United States will rejoice

in your success in achieving these aims,
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