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ISRAEL BONDS SPEECH Lk...l%

We meet tonight to honor the men and women who have

contributed to the remarkable success of the Israel Bond

Organi :ration e

@y In the short period of only ’4 years, Israel Bonds
F e

have helped transform an arid and barren land into an amazing
R R
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beehive of progress and development.

Z The more than 100,000 subscribers to Israel Bonds

have shared in an enterprise of truly historic significance

¥

for the survival of the Jewish peopl%‘ They have helped

provide the pioneers of Israel with the tools to rebuild

their homeland in peace and understanding. They have helped
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construct a nation where freedom flourishes.
>
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industry. They have helped in the irrigation and reclamation

e )

of desert areas through a nationwide irrigation system. They

have also aided in the construction of housing for immigrants,
| - and the exploitation of the great mineral resources of the M&‘
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AThe many subscribers to Israel Bonds have demonstrated

—

their faith in the ability of mankind to construct a just,

¢

prosperous and compassionate society. rve, )
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r Theref is Bn old He’ feg:n« that God eated "ma

worlds beflore He was finally satisfied witH the one in

which He pglaced Man. As God had many opponftunities to freate

different [kinds of worlds, %o do men have different phijo-
sophies apd ideologies -- djfferent visioné -- of what jpur

own world{should be. But tPe American tradition and thé

traditionjof Israel have alyays agreed, not]only on the

possibili4y of building a Sqciety which men|might call GAeat,

the social and dqthical foundatioks on which tRat
et

but also

Society mugt rest. o St

-fme social and ethical principles which are the core of
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JHe-has set before the people of America the following

list of priority items#&ﬁqﬁ-‘_‘m 7“. S -

Z -- We must secure civil rights for all our citizens.
V. th- wa-vlﬂ‘&lhmcw,

VEerv.
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--We must destroy poverty. There may always be a lower
[ — ER——

third or a lower fifth on the vertical scale of some impersonal

— A St S s Sl
computer -- but one-third or one-fifth of our people should
s st B e e

never live below the level of decency. People are not

tatisti Th h bei : 1 H
statrtistics. ey are uman eings.

O} — M M .

-- Our economy must grow in all parts of the country.

G;, It must develop in the great heartland between the Alleghenies
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and the Rockies as well as on the crowded shores of our

Se w itk Jaradd, dh’Mn—,
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sea coasts and the Great Lakes.
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demerer—meee~lo0n. Louwns_nat ghost foups;
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[—— 0ld age should be welcomed with serenity and lived w

in dignity. The ills and infirmities of old age are not a ‘ l
L 1
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fault, not a shame. But the shame and the fault will be
ours if we leave the elderly in neglect -- unwanted, and
uncared for, living from day to day, hand-to-mouth, in some
lonely rooming house, dreading the day when illness will rob

them of both their money and their dignity.

-- We must make education, which has become a necessity I

for all, a reality for all.‘ And we must make sure that A:E;; z
education is not just an interlude of leisure for youth

—

-

ey

but is a challenge that prepares them for the joy and

T, e

experience of living.
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‘: -- We mustl rebuild our cities, revitalize our rural

t vi “or les lej e-tiMe ac&iv

M’ - And now more than ever we must conserve our natura M
Wit " Orsic)
—
m S'.w resources. The press of population and industrialization
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places a new, even more urgent emphasis on conservation.

m_ml#..

Z -- We mst e.xplQre the unknowns of outer space

W M“}o‘ﬂ.ﬁ-ﬂ

massiv effort on our own part and in a cooperative effort

with other nations. ZWIM _“W 114"-&'

-- Above all, we must preserve the peace of this world

The days when peace can be used as just another propaganda

word are gone. The harsh conditions of a new age demand

constructive action, not mere lip service.@

The PyOpHetsys/of Pncie I rael/(r’eved
as a Chfild o od, 1437[5865 i'lhefent u#;r%and

/

potentialj : oL mon ———

= Wa M - w""d'u" har-
o W &m' W:’Wﬂ

s




Z The Bible asks, "Have we not one Father? Hath not one

God created all of us?"

A It is thls belief in the essential dlwnlty and equality

of all men in the sight of God that underlies President ! Z

Johnson's vision of the Great SocietyA R ————_ T

‘ "
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In fecodxition of the impprtance of these diffferegcess

Presidenf Johnson h3d¢ launched with boldness#” detepmination
and courpge his quest for\the |Greg# Society.

A Andk in recognition of”thp\importance of~ différence_(’ you

have supported fp#Thfully thg State\Qf Israel in l-(zr quest

to buildy democratic and free society.
———

If we sustain this belief in the essential dignity and

equality of all men, we can make our moment in history one of

—r —

honor and glory.

z We can make a mark upon our society and upon our age

g—

worthy of our common heritage.e
— -
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The scope of-its-accomplisi -in-human-engineering as-well as

y;dM JE e Crer '!’-4-[\
Wﬂd—ﬁmm y has attracted worldwide
'%ﬁééﬂﬁf-hﬂi' Wd& ) el Vtdeled '7kfwc441’f—~ e
attention. Going to Jerusalem was~!ill;i regarded as primarily a relig1oqs )

pilgrimage. .But—teday—%ha%rphyase_has_acquiyed—ambroader-meanlng.E;Ioday Israel

has many pilgrims, but their mission is one of learning the ways of scientific
and technical development, of learning how an oppressed people returned to their
ancestral home and how through superhuman faith and courage, they built a nation
with farm settlements and schools and laboratories and universities and electric
power stations and irrigation systems and harbors and factories and libraries.
All of these things they did to establish a land of freedom in keeping with their
traditions of liberty and social justice.

The program of the Israel Bond Organization in enlisting individual
Americans as investors in the development of Israel may be compared to the program
of our Government in extending assistance to new and underdeveloped countries in
various parts of the world. Americans feel a sense of pride and accomplishment
for having shared in bringing the State of Israel into being. Israel has put
American governmental support and economic aid to highly productive use. Israel's
impressive progress offers an outstanding example of the effort to reinforce the

spirit and vitality of democracy in every corner of the free worlde

In an interdependent world, the success of a small country that has

overcome many serious problems and difficulties can have considerable importance

far beyond its borders,
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Z It is significant that out of more than 50 countries that have come

LU
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into existence since the State of Israel was born, the great majority are today

receiving some form of technical assistance from Israelt Whether on the African “e‘

continent or in some parts of Latin America, Israeli teachers, irrigation experts, %'
LS B

medical specialists or engineers are helping the inhabitants solve problems of

(-

agricultural development, health and economic growth. This army of trained and JGMLI

skilled personnel that has come out of Israel uses the weapons of human progress ”

and social welfare and strongly resembles our own Peace Corps. !Z
L

The world is made up of big countries like ours and small nations like

Israel. There are Mnt countries and Qﬂm and have-not countries.

Today the United States is embarked on a dual program to build the Great Society

—

at home and to promote the well-being and prosperity of less fortunate countries

—

in order to promote the peace of the world,

-
< The question frequently comes upt Is there anything that the smaller
nations can do to share in this program?
Israel has already taken an important step toward providing an

answer that challenges the notion that only the big powers can play a decisiv

role in shaping the future, X

This is illustrated by the project for the use of nuclear energy in the E

——

sSeeasaaijon fof sea water which was initiated by President Johnson as a cooperativ LEI 5

effort with Israel. This project is now in the planning stage and a feasibility ‘lb

— Tam————

study is engaging the talents of a joint committee of American and Israeli

technicians. It is an undertaking which provides a good example of close %
————
partnership for progress between the United States and little Israel., It also ~

offers to the rest of the world another demonstration of our concern for the

peaceful use of atomic energy for the welfare not only of both countries, but for
O ————— -

p—

all of mankind,

i
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l The realization of this historic enterprise in supplying a new and

E——— e
plentiful source of water and power would go a long way toward eliminating

— - — e p—
poverty and hunger in a world whose food supply must keep pace with the population

——

explosion,

g, Until this program is realized much work remains to be done in

pioneering and development in Israel. There is one half of Israel that is as

—

fully developed as any part of these United States. But there is another half

that still has the primitive aspect and emptiness of the days of the Exodus.

It is the task of the Israel Bond program to help convert its desert and

|
|
ﬁf;‘ﬂtﬁﬂ waste areas into populated and prosperous settlements. To this end Israel has

\500;‘00 just embarked on a five-year plan of industrialization, which envisions the

stablishment of new industries in the less developed areas of the country, primarily

he Negev and the Central Galilee. The aim of this plan is to enable Israel to

sorb an expected population increase of 500,000 by 1970, at least two-thirds of

hom must be settled away from the fully populated urban centers.

B—

| (’ As part of the industrial development of various parts of the Negev
region, a new deepwater port is now nearing completion at Ashdod as an outlet for
its products. The Ashdod port, located on the Mediterranean south of Tel Aviv,
is scheduled to be completed at the end of this year and will also serve
Jerusalem and its environs.

The Israel Bond Organization has helped pave the road to economic

self-reliance for the people of Israel. In playing a role of major importance in
Israel's progress, the more than 1,500,000 subscribers to Israel Bonds have shared
in an enterprise of historic significance for the survival of the Jewish people

‘H ., and of the spirit of human freedom and dignity to which it is dedicated.






We meet tonight to honor the men and women who have
contributed to the remarkable success of the Israel Bond
Organization.

In the short period of only 17 years, Israel Bonds
have helped transform an arid and barren land inte an amazing
beehive of progress and development.

The more than 1,500,000 subscribers tc Israel Bonds
have shared in an enterprise of truly historic significance
fnth-minlotmmm. They have helped
provide the pioneers of lsrael with the tools to rebuild
their homeland in peace and understanding. They have helped
construct a nation where freedom flourishes.

Israel Bonds have helped finance the expansion of
industyry. They have helped in the irrigation and reclamation
of desert areas through a nationwide irrigation system. They
have also aided in the construction of housing for immigrants,

and the exploitation of the great mineral resources of the
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Dead Sea.

The many subscribers to Israel Bonds have demonstrated
their faith in the ability of mankind to construct a just,
prosperocus and compassionate socilety.

There is an old Hebrew legend that God created many
worlds before He was finally satisfied with the eone in
which Me placed Man. As God had many opportunities to create
different kinds of worlds, so do men have different philo-
sophies and ideologies -- diffevent visions -- of what our
own world should be. But the American tradition and the
tradition of Israel have always agreed, not only on the
possibility of building a Society which men might call Great,
but also on the social and ethical foundations on which that
Society must rest.

President Lyndon Johnson has demonstrated his concern
for the social and ethical principles which are the core of

our Judeo-Christian heritage.
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He has set before the people of America the following
list of priority items: {quote)

-~ We must secure civil rights for all out citizens.
One hundred years ago the Negro was freed from slavery.
Today he must be guaranteed the freedom of full citizenship.
We must correct what has become a "citizenship gap" in this
country,-~ the gap between the promise and the fulfillment
of our Constitution and the Emancipation Proclamation; the
gap between the promise and the fulfillment of our great
free enterprise system.

--He must destroy poverty. There may always be a lower
third or a lower fifth on the vertical scale of some impersonal
computer -~ but one-third or one-fifth of our people should
never live below the level of decemcy. People are not
statistics. They are human beings.

-« Our economy must grow in all parts of the country.

It must develop in the great heartland between the Alleghenies



~lfe
and the Rockies as well as on the crowded shores of our
sea coasts and the Great Lakes.

-~ Automation and technology must create new jobs, not
more jobless. It must make boom towns, not ghost towns;
build new factories, not retire idle plants.

-~ Old age should be welcomed with serenity and lived
in dignity. The ills and infirmities of old age are not a
fault, not a shame. But the shame and the fault will be
ours if we leave the elderly in neglect -- unwanted, and
uncared for, living from day to day, hand-to-mouth, in some
lonely rooming house, dreading the day when #llness will rob
them of both their money and their dignity.

--hmmmnim,vhiehhuhmnmmﬁy
for all, a reality for all. And we must make sure that
education is not just an interlude of leisure for youth

but is a challenge shat prepares them for the joy and

experience of living.
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«= We must rebuild our cities, revitalize our rural
areas and broaden the base of our economy.

-- We must provide for wholesome leisure-time activity
and recreation and make it available to all.

-~ And now more than ever we must conserve our natural
resources. The press of population and industrialization
places a new, even more urgent emphasis on conservation.

~= We ms t explore the unknowns of cuter space with a
massive effort on our own part and in a cooperative effort
with ether nations.

-« Above all, we must preserve the peace of this world.
The days when peace can be used s just another prepaganda
word are gone. The harsh conditions of a new age demand
constructive action, not mere lip service. (end-of guete).

The Prophets of Ancient Israel believed that each man,
ae a Child of God, possesses inherent worth and infinite

potentialities for moral growth.
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The Bible asks, "Have we not one Father? Hath not one
God created all of us?"

It is this belief in the essential dignity and equality
of all men in the sight of God that underlies President
Johnson's vision of the Great Society. And it is this
democratic impulse in Jewish history -- "where Judaism differed” ..
and where America differed.

In recognition of the importance of these differences,
President Johnson has launched with boldness, determination
and courage his quest for the Great Society.

And in recognition of the importance of difference, you
have supported faithfully the State of Israel in her guest
to build a democratic and free society.

If we sustain this belief in the essential dignity and
equality of all men, we can make our moment in history ofie of
honor and glory.

We can make a mark upen cur society and upon our age

worthy of our common heritage.
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L ¢ Remarks by the Vice President
“ L]
- on Receiving Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree S”~
m__. Jewish Theological Seminary -

= Miami Beach, Florida ‘ !|:
F 'ér; 21, 1965 "D iﬁﬂ. SJM )
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z i'mer},ﬂn’:'. Finkelstg@mwrote me of gm"éemil1ary's desire
e g

to confer upon me an honorary degree, he was generous enough

/

to associate some of my- own efforts as Mayor ef Minneapolis

and U,S. Senatopr with the "ideals qfstﬁe Prophets", /He

ib#’///, could not have paid me a highér compliment -- or struck a
iy

more responsive chord.

A I have l_qng_ believed-that the-best we.have.been able

o

the most enduring aspects of
. s R

-'\\__:.}.t? PR Ly v i

our accomplishments":- the noblest aspects of our aspirations --
e

.‘5‘:{!3/[, é\

bear}a' a striking kinship to the vision of the Prophets of
A AL 1 T s RN MR e e

ancient Israel,

L

l(\There is an old Hebrew legend that God created many

worlds before He was finally satisfied with the an/gn




o 5

which He placed Man.&hs God had many opportunities to

create different kinds of worlds, so do men have different

/

philosophies and ideologies -- different visions -- of what

our own world should be. LBut the American tradition and

the Hebraic tradition have always agreed, not only on the
————

possibility of building a Society which men might call Great
g LA

but, also on the social and ethical foundations : which that

L B

Society must rest. To a remarkable degree

s /

that common vision -- can be traced to the teachings of the
G e oy

that similarity --

Prophets.
T rae A=

AThe Prophets articulated the belief that, for an

individual to "know" God, his own life must exemplify those
==t o

qualities which God himself exemplifies -- wMGod is
e rEeE———

Ll

/

merciful, so must man be compassionate -- ” as God is
E—— D i

just, so must man deal justly with his neighbors -- TEE as
q e R e |

God is slow to anger, so must man be tolerant of others.
e .

For a man, so too for a nation: This Nation's domestic



-
and foreign policy rests, as surely as does your ancient

religion, upon the moral and practical imperatives of mercy,
Eaee s B

justice and tolerance.
_—_—— ee——

The Prophets taught us that the rights a citizen enjoys
ﬂ i

do not come from the hand of the State, but from the hand of

J

God -- and that a State must not seek to substitute its will

for that of God, as God's will is revealed to the hearts

and minds of its citizens. “ Mbﬁ%
d ds of it | .t 15513:12‘2 2 :

JOphe g taught us that no society can survive which
[T

does not recognize the supremacy of moral law. And it was

the people to whom God gave the Ten Commandments on Mount
e
Dot
Sinai “have faithfully reminded a forgetful world that a
——

government of laws, not of men, provides the surest road to

peace and tranquility for all peoples.

The Prophets believed that, as a Child of God, each

man has inherent worth, and infinite potentialities for
———

moral growth -- that the "righteous of all nations are
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wdrthy of immortality”™. The Bible asks, "Have we not one
Father? Hath not one God created all of us?"

7
li*The "self-evident” truth that all men are created equal
P ]

was not really self-evident, at the time the Founders of this
S

Nation recorded that belief -- nor}‘indeed, has it ever been
Sy

self-evident at any time in the history of mankind.

Zf But that belief in the equality of all men in the sight
e

[re—

of God has been a truth fundamental to Wreligion over

[ e I

‘Lﬂ the ages. That democratic impulse in Jewish history is,

really, "where Judaism differed"” -- and where America differed.

Z;tk)it is that our Nation and your religion must share outrage
e e e ]

at unequal treatment of equal human beings.

e

R — ey

‘ As President Lyndon Johnson has observed, "When any

citizen denies his fellow, saying 'His color is not fnine' or

g SPES e

'His beliefs are strange and different' -- in that moment he

betrays America though his forbears created this Nation.™
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The Prophets taught us that, in a sense, each man is
- [ ]

responsible for every other man. The Prophets first gave

us that urge toward social justice which has long charac-
e o

terized your faith -- and has long been one of the most
e

ennobling aspects of the American experience,

(The Prophets came forth as advocates for the poor and

oppressed, and became the first leaders in social reform’

admonishing your ancestors, "Justice, justice shalt thou

pursue.”"# And thus this Nation, like your own faith, is
— =

determined that man, beingﬁﬁade "but little lower than the
= —onl

angels”™ must not be degraded or defiled, but rather must be
L ——— —

treated as what he is -- the handiwork of a Divine Creator.

The Prophets taught us to respond to the ancient command

of Deuteronomy: "The poor shall never cease out of the land;
—————

therefore, I command thee saying 'Thou shalt surely open thy

hand onto the poor and needy brother in thy land.'” The

Hebraic tradition teaches that "Blessed is he that considereth
e ]
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-
the poor; the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble."

‘( It hardly seems accidental that there is no Hebrew

word for charity. As I understand it, the same term which
=Ty

is sometimes used for charity is used interchangeably for
ey

/
justice and kindness -- and, indeed, for righteousness itself.
— ey

‘ And it is significant that "good deeds", those deeds which
e il

stem from the heart, were not to be directed solely at one's

co-religionists. Your forbears were told that "We are required

to feed the poor of the Gentile as well as our Jewish brethren,"

‘f The Jewish social outlook resulted in the development
of distinctive institutions and arrangements to help the

poor become self-supporting rather than to subsist on charity -- xy vy

the same conviction which characterizes the President's War

/ e T—

(
on Poverty £ Jews -- who knew at first hand the devastating
m— ) N S
effects of growing up in ghettoes, in homes broken by war or
SRy

P

by pozgom -- gave special emphasis to the age-old sanctifi-

7

4
cation of home and family./ And surely there can be no finer
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precedent, no finer model for aid to the needy in foreign
ST
P

lands than the private programs which the American Jewish

community has conducted so fervently and so successfully
L

over the years.

-

e A/«j
This-Administration amd fhis generation have come to

recognize that without education there can be no social

progress.[This recognition also finds an echo in the fierce

love of learning inculcated in your ancestors by the Rabbis
el

of old, who were fond of saying that the entire world is
—— R e

L
poised on the breath of school children.{l‘o encourage
PR——— —

learning, they gave youngstersf;’honey cakes shaped in the
—T T Ty, R e el

letters of the alphabet to associate learning with sweetness,
T, e

A o SEa—

A()ur children and our children'’s children will is-seaewebPions

ol /
{ 4 2 gy gy [

f/ft. <

tidsepme have reason to be grateful fer a-President whe be-

lieve/s' that "Wisdom is the principal thing" -- in the

g
America of the l—Q-gB’s- as in the Palestine of ancient days.




-8-

[ Man's oldest dream and man's newest hope is that of
- miand —~— b

peace -- a world in which "nation shall not 1lift up sword
L S [T g

against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore 4"

He sy

Z Isaiah said, "Come now and let us reason together," and

E——m— I

H

brethren to dwell together in unity "
[ a1

4 This age-old hope, this vision of the Prophets, finds

its most ardent response and its most determined support in

C e

the America of the 20th century. &g greeting "Shalom"
BT T

means not only "peace™, but also implies a certain completeness

e

and sense of well-being. We uhodbelieve that a lasting peace

—

must be secured before man may expect to pursue his fondest

hopes and aspirations.
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So we share much, your ancient faith and our young

Nation. We share a belief in the fatherhood of God and the
g e ] L e )

brotherhood of man -- a dedication to the supremacy of law --
i A P S M

a moral commitment to social justice and equality of
L T Sy

opportunity -- a belief that mankind's best hope lies in
L=

A

education, and a knowledge that God's”most precious gift is

TR, gesesecSsOSGSISOm

the gift of peace.

|~ Frg palio ?uRMI'

‘ -Ncnﬂ month, when you celebrate the Feast of Purim, you
b -
' | will be Eszgiligg a tale which is woven with many of these

/ common threads:
({'-- the right of a man or a people to choose to be
different, as did Mordecai and his people;
[ N
-- the obligation of one who is safe and secure, as
was Esther, to risk that safety for those less fortunate;
-- the refusal to bow before evil, even if that evil
Hayme
has -- as did Hamdn -- the wwewsmeswr of the state;
—rTE—p e .

-- and the centrality of the family and the social
T,
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responsibility of the individual to those in need of help.

‘ It is a thoroughly Jewish holiday -- but Americans of

_1-;h{_\ all faiths might usefully reflect upon its meaning to this

nation in these difficult and challenging times.

\sL& ‘ We live today in an America richer, stronger, more secure,
—— na—, P ] g e

more hopeful than any nation in all the history of men, Surely,
s ——

this is a land of milk and honey to rival the Promised Land
#— s gy

of the 0ld Testamenty/ The American Jewish community, like
e ———— o

e

America itself, has learned to live with a set of delicate
—

balances as important to our society's structure as the
—— rmm————— -

balances of nature are to the creatures of God.

A We have learned that in diversity there can be unity, As
TR ]

the President said, "Throughout the veins of “America flows

the blood of all mankind"” -- and Jews, like people of all

religions and all races, lmve made their special contribution

to the America of yesterday and today.
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A We have learned that unquestioned, unqualified loyalty to

————

this country is wholly consistent with strong spiritual
.

and emotional ties to Israel.q
—— T

We have learned that organized religion can have

secular concerns without rejecting its spiritual underpinnings gs—
—— g g B i » ‘A_

e o

A' . matwm&wmww
/ f R e —

~negleeting. the.vitw-withta-{ And we have learned .that—he—
[ i

( But 20th century America is today faced with aff historic

challenge -- a challenge which we mus};, meet if America is to
— : .--ml,m-/a'W/

survive and prevailn e ST b i e it

D - r
H s

c'— Can we in America maintain a course of moderation and

—
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unity without becoming\what Ehe President has called the /
o~ =z [‘Q

"captive of a comfortable consensus"?
g

Can the American Jew continue to "assimilate™ without %
a'd
L‘:‘ risking an atrophy of those qualities of heart and mind
4 _——eTEE T
which were the genesis of the distinctive Jewish contri-
bution to the American experience?

Z\Can America stand prosperity as it has stood adversity?

Can tle American Jew -- no longer spurred onward by the

[ '
chaos of the ghetto,

-- maintain the remarkable pace of

L

his drive toward a more just, prosperous and W
L]

2 Will he continue to speak out for liberal,
Tl

humanitarian, progressive causes, as he has so often in the
e R — —

past -- or will he value his new-found acceptance above his

age-old duty? n

No man can give us thdganswers to these questions. WE

"

g have no cloud by day, no pillar of fire by night, to lead
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us to our Promised Land. We have only the precepts of our
own hearts -- théégrecepts of the Prophets, of the Judaeo-
Christian tradition and heritage.

A thousand years in God's sight are but as yesterday,
as a watch in the night. We are companions together on this
earth for but a fleeting moment. But I believe that if we
hold fast to those precepts we can make our moment one of

glory. We can make a mark upon our society and upon our

age which is worthy of that common heritage -- and worthy
L

®~ w
in the sight of the Lord.

In that spirit, in that determination, and in that

confidence, I gratefully accept your honor.

wk®



Remarks by the Vice Preasident
on Receiving Honorary Dector of Laws Degree
Jewish Theological Seminary
Migal Beach, Florida
February 21, 1965
ﬁu.mm-amm*-m
to confer upon me an honoravy degree, he was gemercus enouch
to associate some of my own efforts as Mayor of Mimmeapolis
and U.8, Senstor with the “idesls of the Prophets”. He
could not have paid me & higher compliment - or struck a
more vesponsive chord.

I have long believed that the dest we have been able
to create in this comtry -- the mest enduring aspects of
cur accomplishments -- the noblest aspects of cur aspirations --
beavs a striking kinship to the visien of the Prophete of

There is an old Hebrew legend that God created many

worlds before He was finally satisfied with the one in
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which He placed Man. As God had meny opportunities to
create differend kinds of worlds, so do men have 2ifferent
philosophies and ideclogies -~ different visions - of what
our own world should be. But the American tradition nod
the Hebraic tradition have always agreed, not only on the
possibility of building & Society which men might call Great,
but alse on the sceisl and ethical foundations on which thai
Society must vrest. Yo & remarkable degree, that similarity .-
that common vision -- can be traced to the teachings of the
Prophets.

The Prophets articulated the belief that, for an
individual to "know" God, his own life sust exenplify thoen
qualities which God himeelf exemplifies -- that as God is
merciful, so must man be compassionate -~ that as Cod is
just, so must wman deal justly with his neighbors <~ that as
God is slow to anger, so must man be tolerant of others.

For a man, 80 too for & nation: This Nation's domestic
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and foreign policy rests, as surely as does your ancient
religion, upon the moral and practical impevatives of mercy,
justice and tolerance.

The Prophets taught us that the rights a citizen enjoys
do not come fyom the hand of the State, but from the hand of
God -~ and that a State must not seek to substitute its will
for that of God, as God"s will is revealed to the hearts
and minds of its citizmms.

The Prophete taught us that no society can survive which
does not recognize the supremacy of moral law. And it was
the people to whom God gave the Ten Comlandments on Mount
Sinai who have faithfully reminded a forgetful world that a
government of laws, not of men, provides the mmest road to
peace and tranquility for all peoples.

The Prophets believed that, as a Child of God, each
man has inherent worth, and infinite potentialities for

moral growth -~ that the "righteous of all nations are
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worthy of fssertality”. The Bible asks, "Nave we not one
Father? HNath not one God created all of ua?

was not really self-evident at the time the Founders of this
Hation recorded that belief -~ nor, indeed, has it ever been
self-evident at any time in the histery of mankind.

But thet belief in the equality of all men in the sight
of God has been a truth fundemental to your religion over
the ages. That democvatic fmpulse in Jewish history is,
really, "where Judaism differed” -- and where America diffeved.
So it is that cur Nation and your religion must share cutvage
at unequal treatment of equal humen beings -- whether Negroes
in the South or Jews in the Soviet Union.

As President Lyndon Johmson has ohserved, "When any
citizen denies his fellow, saying “His coler fs not mine' or
‘liis beliefs sre strange and different' -- in that woment he

betrays America though his forbears created this Kation.”
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The Prophets taught us that, in a sense, each man is
responsible for every other man. 7The Prophets firvst gave
us that urge toward social justice which has long charec-
terized your faith -- and has long been one of the most
ennobling aspects of the American experience.

The Prophets came forth as advocates for the poor and
oppressed, and became the first lsaders in sceial reform,
admonishing your ancestors, "Justice, justice shalt thou
pwrsue.” And thus this Hation, like your own faith, is
determined that man, being made "but little lower than the
angels" must not be degraded or defiled, but rather must be
treated as whith he is -~ the handiwork of & Divine Creator.

The Prophets taught us to respond to the ancient command
of Deuterenomy: "The poor shall never cease out of the lamd;
thevefore, I comsand thee saying 'Thou shalt surely open thy
hand onto the poor and needy brother in thy land.'" The

Hiebraic tradition teaches that "Blessed is he that considereth
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the poor; the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble.”

It hardly seems accidentzl that there is no Hebvew
word for charity. As I understand it, the same term which
is sometimes used for charity is used interchangesbly for
justice and kindness -- and, indeed, for rightecusness itself.
And it is significant that “good deeds™, those deeds which
stem from the heart, were not to be directed solely at one's
co-religionists. Your forbears were told that "We are required
to feed the poor of the Gentile as well as our Jewish brethren.”

The Jewish social outlook resulted in the development
of distinctive institutions and arrangements to help the
poor become self-supporting rather than to subsist on charity --
the same conviction which characterizes the President's War
en Poverty. dJews -- who knew at fivat hand the devastating
effects of growing up in ghettoes, in homes broken by war or
by pogrom -- gave specisl emphasis to the age-old sanbtifi.

cation of home and family. And surely there can be no finer
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precedent, no finer model for aid to the needy in foreign
lands than the private programs which the American Jewish
community has conducted so fervently and so successfully
over the years.

This Aduinistration and this generation haseccome to
recognize that without education there can be no soeial
progress. This recognition also finds an echo in the fierce
love of learaing inculcated in your ancestors by the Rabbis
of old, whe were fond of saying that the entire world is
poised on the breath of school children. To encourage
learning, they gave youngsters honey cakes shaped in the
letters of the alphsbet to associate lsarning with sweetnese.
Cur children and cur children's children will is.gesssabions
sesespe have reason to be grateful for a President who be-
lieves that "Wisdom i{s the principal thing” -- in the

America of the 1960's as in the Palestine of ancient days.
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Man's oldest dream and men's newest hope is that of
peace -~ 2 world in which "nation shall not 1ift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.™
Isaish said, “"Come now and let us reason together,” and
the sages reminded us "How good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity.”

This age-old hope, this vision of the Prophets, finds
its most ardent response and its most detemmined support in
the Amerdica of the 20th century. Yoo greeting "Shalow”
seans not only "psace™, but also implies a certain completeness
and aense of well-being. Ve also believe that a lasting peace
must be secured before man may expect to pursue his fondest
hopes and aspirations. Thus we will bear amy burden, assume
any responsibility, to assure that nations which desire to
live peacefully will not be threatened by those who wish
them 111 -~ and this seans the Middle East as it means

Southeast Asia.
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S¢ we share much, your ancfent faith and owr young
Kation. We share a belief in the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man -~ a dedication te the supremacy of law --
@ moral commitment to secial justice and equality of
opportunity -- a belief that mankind's dest hope lies in
education, and a knowledge that @od's mest precious gift is
the §ifit of peace.

m—&.&-nmmmauu.n\"
will be retelling a tale which is woven with many of theee
cosmon threads:

~= the right of a man or a pecple to choose to be
different, as did Mordecai and his peoplaf

- the chligation of one who is safe and secure, as
vas Esther, to risk that safety for those less fortunate;

~= the refusal to bow before evil, even if that evil
has -- as did Haman -- the fmprimatur of the state;

~= and the centrelity of the family and the social
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responsibility of the individual to those in need of help.

It is a thoroughly Jewish holiday -- but Americans of
all faiths might usefully reflect upon its meaning to this
nation in these difficult and challenging times.

We live today in an Ameries richer, stronger, more secure,
more hopeful than any natfon in all the history of men. Surely,
this is a land of milk and honey to rival the Promised Land
of the 0l Testament. The American Jewish community, like
America itself, has leawned to live with a set of delicate
balances as important to our society's structure as the
balances of nature are to the creatures of God.

We have lsarned that in diversity there can be unity. As
the President said, "Throughout the veins of America flows
the blood of all mankind” -- and Jews, like people of all
religions and all races, lmve made their special comtribution
to the America of yesterday and today.

Ve have learned that in freedom from a state-decreed

religion there is the surest path to freedom of religion.
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We have leammed that unquestioned, unqualified loyalty to
this country is wholly consistent with strong spiritual
and emotional ties to Isreel.

We have learned that organized religion can have
secular concerns without rejecting its spiritual underpinnings --
that clergy as well as laity can look outwerd without
neglecting the view within. And we have learned that he
who ignores change is most likely to be swept aside by it
when it comes, as inevitably it must.

But 20th centwry America is today faced with an histeric
challenge -- 2 challenge which we must meet if America is teo
survive and prevail. And there are challenges as well to
the American Jewish commmity - challenges which, if not as
perilous as those which you faced in Spain's Inquisition or
Hitler's Burope, sre perhaps as fateful for yowr survival as
2 pecple and as a religion.

Can we in Americea maintain a course of moderation and
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unity without becoming what the President has called the
“captive of a comfortable consensus™?

Can the American Jew continue to "assimilate™ without
risking an atrophy of these qualities of heart and mind
which were the genesis of the distinctive Jewish contri-
bution to the American experience?

Can America stand prosperity as it has stood adversity?
Can tle American Jew ~- no longer spurred onward by the
chaos of the ghetto, the indignity of the yellow mmwm band,
the terror of the pegrom -~ maintain the remarkable pace of
his drive toward a more just, prospercus and fulfilling
existence? Will he continue to spesk out for liberal,
husanitarian, pregressive causes, as he has so often in the
past «- or will he value his new-found acceptance sbove his
age-old duty?

No man can give us the snewers to these questions. WE

have ne cloud by day, no pillar of fire by night, to lead
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us to our Promised Land. Wo have only the precepts of our
own hearts -- the precepts of the Prophets, of the Judaeo-
Christian tradition and heritage.

A thousand years in God's sight are but as yesterday,
as a watch in the night. We are companions together on this
earth Bor but a fleeting moment. But I believe that if we
hold fast to those precepts we can mske our moment one of
glory. We can make a mark upon our society and upon our
age which is worthy of that comwmon heritage -- and worthy
in the sight of the Lexd.

In that spirit, in that determination, and in that

confidence, I gratefully accept youwr honor.



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org



