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THE RESOURCES OF GOVERNMENT 

Government's Role in the Resource Revolution 

I Gathered here in this crowded hall, at the Nation's 

capitol, in open and peaceful assembly, it's hard to realize 

But w e are--and our gov ern­
.,.~ 

ment is helping to lead it. I am speaking of the century-long ~-~ 

~t against the waste of our natural bounty, against the 
___....,._ -. ...... 

:::secrat~on and "uglification" of our land~ { we meet here 

t/~ 
to add new fervor to that cause which, having reached a 

A 

inmr ...... 

more than e ver before. 
-~,t'«t-~ 
~.,. ~At"rfW\.~ 

L I am proud to be a part~ .. ~sm:~!'r·~~ 
alongside ~source managers in the ranks of this great ~ 
movement. This meeting holds much of the pleasure--and 
- --- ___ .. _ .. _ 
nostalgia perhaps--of a reunion for me. 
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We have labelled our cause, "conservation". To many, 

that term speaks only of quiet glades and the wild creatures that 

inhabit them. "But we are a nation of builders)" some ~D'\1 

''Nature is fine, but now let's move on to important business." 

~We reply that buildings must stand on firm foundations and 

in the long run, this nation has no business more important 

than conserving her great basic resource: the earth that sus-

tain s all life . 

. ~ Resources are not fi>ed objects on a fixed plot. And 

resource conservation is not a matter of tending a changeless 

apply the term "resources" to whatever men 

demand from the earth at a given tim/ as these demands 

change, so must our concept of conservation.~il was not 

much of a resource before the automobile, and wildlife today - .... ...... 

satisfies other hungers than those of the stomach. Nothing 
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on earth is eternal and fixed. As the Greek philosopher 

Heraclitus said, "You cannot step twice into the same -
river; for fresh waters are ever flowing upon you. 11 

~The conservation movement in America must also 

understand change--the ever-widening rush of new waters. 

This is what expanded it from the dreams of a few idealists 

to a national crusade. This is what makes it uniquely a 

revolution. 

~ For we are leading a movement still unique in our 

national experience. Conservation as we know it is an 

American phenomenon--born of social reform, weaned by - n :_s - '_,...,. o s. 

a dynamic national spirit, shocked to maturity by recog-

are trying to demonstrate that free people can act in their 

own behalf, can dedicate their lands not to the profit of the 7 

few but the good of the many. 
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l. This is the principle I want to reaffirm today 0 

~ But how~ and a~oni~ng has been the establishment 

of this principle. How frustrating it has been to see private .• 

empires built on public lands; how hard to watch resources 

exploited to the point of depletion; how heartbreaking to witness 

the as sault on our wildlife and the withering of our land 1 s 

natural beauty; how painful the illusion that the land was .... 

we must be, on the other hand, that the land was not easily --· .. 
pauperized; and how grateful for the courage and vision of 
.. ' @ • - -
the conservation pioneers. It was they who made possible 

the great progress we're making today. 

~ ~fn~at a nation stands or falls on the 

firmness of its resource base; we meet today to strengthen that ... .. 
base. They warned that a people 1 s spirit, and its will to --
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greatness, can be sapped by a barren land; and we meet 
• z- ._, ·-- -

here today to perpetuate that spirit. 

~They began what is indeed a~,: call to arms 

against three malignant masters: (1) over-exploitation of 

land and its products, an ancient adversary whose subjects 

through history have been decline and decay; (2) corruption 
---:.. :-::= 

of the landscape (the countryside and highways, the wild and 

scenic spots) which denies us pleasure in the natural world; 

(3) the overgrowth and under-planning of our cities, where 

population pressures damage not only the tranquility of our 

people, but the air they breathe and water they drink. 

~ More importantly, these early prophets led us to 

• •• learn that our land is a community of all living things--not 

AJ-.Ju,d-
just a series of human subdivisions. We have learne~some 

of us have learned) that nature will care for us only if we live ... . . 
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as part of life, within the natural contex t• This is our 

lesson, to learn and teach. History will not forgive failure. 

lf:,r all the headway we've made, our greatest challenges 

lie ahead, because our resource demands are growing faster 

than our population: 

/.., By the year 2, 000, the population of the United States will 

be over 300 million. Daily water needs will increase from 345 

to 560 billion gallons. Needs for agricultural products will 

double. In a country where people have ever more leisure time 

and money to enjoy it with, the burden on parks and other 

.. s-
recreation areas will double., The number of big-game 

., ev? _.,.... ,r ,........., ... 

hunters, for example, will grow from 6. 3 million in 1960 
• 
' 

to 12 million by 1980--if we maintain the species and spaces 
----~--~------·~~----~~----

for them to hunt . 
. . ..--
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j Thus the forces that united us in the conservation cause 

will have to be replenished. One of these forces (the most 

powerful, I think) is the love of our people for the land•tl glt 

Americans have always been men of the land, and while 

building a nation from forests and plains, the pulse of the wild 

beats in the American bloodstream• While most of us today 

live 1n a concrete and asphalt environment, we remember our 

youth--our own or our nation 1 s-a time of open land and broad -
horizons. Like most of you, I knew this world as a boy, when 

I could be Robinson ~~u~e or Daniel Boone in my own backyard~ 

This memory, this imagination, is something to be 

cherished and encouraged . 
...,. _, ...... , '-

/ But an opposing force was the American will to conquer 

these same lands, to tame the w~Loving this land, yet 
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we abused it. Thriving on its challenges, w e demanded 

total surrender. It took us long years to learn restraint, 

-
to teach ourselves to turn a w ay from w anton waste_, 

~ . ,.,.. 
c ... . .:..::.& 

~ Meanwhile, g= h--which w as our goal--became our 

nemesis. Our natural bounty allow ed us to expand in huge 

numbers. But booming numbers, even in a bounteous land 

can drain that bounty dangerously. Witness the spraw l of -
our suburbs. People sought a cleaner and less confining 

life than that in the cities. And by their numbers they 

destroyed these very values. Cities, the cradles of social 

tJJJk~· .. -
pr~gre~si1 became prisons for those w ho could not escape 

even to the less-crowded subur_bs"""* 
~~~:.,4-.--.-~·-··· 

I L We seek now a new conservation--one of people as well 

as land and resources, one of metropolitan areas as well as 

of open country. Our times demand it. 
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new phase of our continuing revolution. 

L The first phase began w hen the great journey of Lewis 

and Clark lifted our eyes to the We st. It reached fruition in 

the bold hands of Theodore Roosevelt. It was Roose v elt who 

first consolidated Federal pow ers on ground broken by the 

pioneers--Shurz and Marsh, Pow ell and Pinchot. It was a - - -· 7 .. 

time for awakening the American conscience, for recognizing 

that the land had limits after all, for protecting public lands 
--........~» 1 Mtz •• Sf .... --

f rom ruthless exploitation. 
- · -=-• 

/ It was also time--and time w as growing short--to heed ~ .. ~ ......... ~ ... - -··-- ... -
the w ords of John Muir: lfEveryone needs beauty as well as 

c : T .:=-

bread/Places to play in and pray in/Where nature may heal and 

cheer and giv e strength/To body and soul/~ And some were 

recalling that Sir Thomas Browne once said: ''Nature is the 

art of God". 
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L The movement was carried a giant step forward under 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who made it an instrument of 

public welfare with such projects as TVA, The Great Plains 

Shelterbelts,) a s~~~:rvation program, and the Civilian 

Conservation Corps. The spur of his leadership drove us to 

find better w ays of utilizing our resources, new means of 

using and managing them. And he broadened the definition -
of what4.U{ 4W,A(l..._lq.~ I 

~ And then, during the post- World War II days, with our 

major attention still focused on international turbulence, our 

conservation forces had to be gathered for a new thrust, one 

that is now underw ay.L Our late, beloved President John F. 

Kennedy set the theme when he told Congress, in 1962, that - • • 

Uwe depend on our natural resources to sustain us--but in 

turn their continued availability must depend on our using 
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them prudently, improving them wisely, and where possible, 
- - ----• n·r=-~ -vrr ae;zm • 

restoring them promptlY;. U
1 

~ Just one month ago, President Lyndon B. Jolmson amplified 

the theme in his Message to Congress on Natural Beauty: ''Our --
conservation, " he said, "must be not just the classic conser-

vation of protection and development, but a creative conservatio 

of restoration and innovat ion. Its concern is not w ith nature -. --
alone, but w ith the total relation between man and the world -
around him. Its object is not just man's welfare, but w ith - -
dignity of man 1 s spirit.ll 

~ "But whose business is this? " some in this great enterprise 

ask. "Who should take the lead? " This administration answers 
ft D ~- · • • ' CD ' ? ,, 

H 
that the concerns of conservation are the concerns of every 

'!2; ::::!!t - a- -

American, in and out of government. Nearly a year ago, 1n 
~ 

his first delineation of America's internal problems , President 
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Jolmson said: (,\The solution to these problems does not - C'TSG'r= r u· w n · '*" r•eennmxr=m··· 0
-

rest on a massive program in Washington, nor can it rely 

solely on the strained resources of local authority. They 

require us to create new concepts of cooperation- -a creative 
et 0 ' Y W7 ,..'t)l1t 

e ftpQ I "+a-

federalism--between the National Capitol and the leaders of 
%'0 7 . [I f """""' 

... - sew· · itntz* 

local communities. Jrl 
- b ::;: :::: ;:;;;::z:::::z:::;:;::::l 

• t • -z IF , .._, 

I We can no longer afford to think of conservation as the 

special province of preservationists. Nor is it the exclusive 

domain of our resource developers. It is clearly the concern 

a patchquilt of needs and .. . ,,,_,.,. ~ 

problems. The patches come in all shapes and sizes, but 

- ==-- - - -
each is vital to the finished work./.._T~e true conservationist 

can no more ignore problems outside his narrow interest than 

the seamstress can leave out center patches because she 1 s a 
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specialist in edges running through all 

conservation work is a concern with the American !'~ cccfl "''" 
J 

using it for maximum public benefit today, while maintaining 

its value for the tremendous needs of tomorrow. 

~ i Conservation today, more than ever, insists on cooper­

ation between all levels of government and all segments of 

population. 

But let us remember that "cooperation", like conservation -• -
itself, can be used as a pious title for uncooperative ends., 

~ Even among men of good will, great injustices can be done in 

the name of good causes. Progress is often stymied by bureau-

cratic bickering, by questions of who owns what land and who 1 s 

responsible for what job. I say that where conservation is con-

cerned, land titles are irrelevant. When a water table falls, 
·• ·e zn ._ 

it doesn 1t matter who owns the surface--the important thing is 
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to get it resOOrei Erosion and:.:.::;.. attack land without 

consulting ownership records. All of us lose when one of 

us loses soil--or when a deer dies of a damaged habitat--
-- rM ... 

or when a bass dies from water pollution,. 

L Our real question is: Who can do the job? The job 
...... ) ------

begins with this question, and this is where public and -
private, local and federal interests begin to merge. - ----~-~ 

/. It was this philosophy that moved the 88th Congress to 

become the most effective in history for conservation legis-

,!_atioJI shall always be grateful for the opportunity I had, 

of the Senate, to help make that record. I know 

that in passing more than 30 important conservation bills, 'fi.t ~p'l(__ 

Congress was responding to the will of the majority of our ... -
people J As a result, we have today: 

-~--
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LA ne_w_ . .... L-~-nd and Water Conservation Fund, to help 

states and cities preserve areas of beauty and health for 
• ., , - ~ .. .,,.. 

the pleasure of all. 
tz D 1 · ,.., • n - ,. - - - 2 - a-

~A Wilderness Act (one of my major proposals as a 

Senator) guaranteeing that future Americans will be able 

to touch the majesty of the untrammeled land our forefathers 

knew. 

l Water ,tesearch and planning funds to prepare for 

.. 
tomorrow's ~ater needs; and we began construction 

on more than 200 water resource projects, with 70 more 

scheduled for this year. 

than 5, 500 miles of new transmission lines, and 

an increase in flood control funds of more than 50 percent. 

LA Public Land Law Review Commission, to study the 

laws and administration of our public domain; and a Classifi-
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cation and Multiple Use Act under which the administrators 

can finally determine which lands should be retained in 

federal ownership and which disposed of, and then begin long-

range programs on retained lands./.:his Act is "creative 

Federali~m" in action, for it demands closest coordination 
• RCUWJ? m­

n·tfA 

and consultation between Federal and local authorities. 

LAnd among the most important, we have an anti-poverty 

bill which establishes Job Corps Conservation Camps--a goal 

I set in 1957, by the way. Here is a great example of how the 
~ - ' ..... 

conservation concept has expanded.0y bringing young men 

--many of whom have never known the feel of earth or the shade 

damage done to that land. We believe the land can help 

repair damages done to these youths. 
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~Again I say that our goal is not just to conserve 

resources, but the human beings who depend on them. 
-= i7i £• MW*& 

To this end, all the resources of government are dedicated. -

~ Government's role--indeed, its obligation--is to fJiiJ: 
l\ " ~ p~ople-derived power into action programs wherever 

conservation needs have been neglected~Always/ the:.:~ 

must determine the program• s scope and shape. /Government• s __.. -..- ~~ 

role-its real reason for being.is the welfare of its citizens; 

and with tomorrow• s citizens threatened with a blighted land-

scape, an environment of congestion and ugliness, the govern­
__..... 

ment that fails to act swiftly and effectively will have failed 

its sacred trust. Can we do less than pass on the natural 

legacy we were left? -
~ The President's proposals to conserve that legacy are 

familiar to you. He has asked Congress for sweeping programs 
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for creating open spaces in the cities, providing space 

for wild animals, protecting air and water from pollutio;) 

beautifying the highways) increasing our parkn:-,::.~.:~reati~n 

scenic hiking trailJ reducing the harmful effects of pe sti-

cid~!J researching . the still mysterious relationship between 

man and his environment." short, this government is 

acting to insure that, as we increase the quantity of our 
' . 

goods, we ~o not ~u~y of our liv~~-
i So now we have new imp:~us, n:;w la':'s and newer 

... ~ · ... It 1 s time to put them into effect in a joint effort6 -proposals . 

To do this, we need foresight and hindsight--and insight to - · ·zes e • .:::. ~ 

see that our cause is an historic one, and that we must ride 

with the tide of history. ~y e ste rda y' s traditions may be today' s 
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L ~ 
myths. Such is the legend of America the Horn of Plenty, 

- -
~(such is the legend that all 

good comes to those who merely tend their own gardens. - - a a • .. ·= t ttd 

awakening. 

~We conservationists cannot, and do not, claim to have 

a special pipeline to eternal verities. But we do have a moral 

mission to protect the dignity and well-being of our people; and 

this requires more than federal funds and programs. It requires 

that Americans of all walks and interests speak out against 

complacency, against the mischievous idea that conservation - m • 

problems w ill somehow be solved by someone else. ~ 
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~ For the problems will not be so solved. We cannot 

"let George do it. 11 And we are not going to let someone 

else do it. We are going to go ahead~~":&~-/ -
And I think we are firmly on course. You who admin-

ister conservation programs know your program goals. 

us work together in moving more rapidly toward them. - You -
who inherit the banner of conservation: carry it high. You 

.... 

who are missionaries in this vital cause--work w ith missionary 

zeal. 

l. Let us build our land into a cathedral of conservation--

and call all people to its portals.() 
t 
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l THE 1-IONORJl.BLE HUBERT H. HUMPHRE!' (Vice P esident of 

he Unit d .;)t tea): Thank: you very much, Mr ~ B ooks 

My old fl'i nd, "Pink" Gutermuth an Ir Gabrielson 

and row fello conservationists; In these days of lectronics, 

rdern inventions, it is getting difficul-t to se the ·Gl'U .. I>'.L. 

over the eontr ptions. (L ugbter) But I know you ·re th~r 

and I'm d lig ted. 

0 thered here in this gr at a mbly t th nation' 

C p!tal a e so of" he st peac ful peopl , o e of the 

ost constructive people that will ev_r come together at one 

time in this city and it is r th~r har to realize, h vin 

s id th t, that w are about to rejoin ~ gre t struggle n 

indeed, join in revolt or r volution, but th r ct is th t 

are-- nd, by th ay--our overnm n~ is h lping to le d 

th3t revolt. 

I'm speaking or the c ntury-long w·r, century-lo 

revolt against the ' st or our tural bounty; gain t t 

es eret on n the gl1n s of o r b utifUl lan . Je m t 

h re in W abington and or all th places that w need lb have 

eet, 1t 'a he e, to add n w r rvor to thnt (laus of cons r­

v tion and development which, h v1n r ched critic l at 

ne ds yo r fire. d rln d ~1cat1on or th n ev r befor • 

, 



I know that you h v hea d a power 1 ao r as tx•om 

th m1no 1ty whip or h Unit d s~at n t , one or th 

tlnest gentl en in th Con res of the Unit d States -~ a 

p~ogress1ve- 1nded 1 orward-looking man n r al ¢Onser-

v t1on1st-~an might I add th t in this rea of oonserv t!on 

that ther 1 no :;.·oom for p. rtisa.nship; 11 there's room for 

is dedication and oon tructive ction. 

We are I1 re to t 'llk about th conservation of resources 

and, of course, e empha31ze hat c 11 natural r~sources-­

tho e re ourceo o 1· nd and \'I ter, of t1mber and inerals, of 

wildlife--but ~ r also her to e hae1ze the cons vat1on 

of another r sourc ·-the human resource--bee use the land and 

the man go together 

I c n a y to th1<;1 udiene that thi gov rnment and 

this admin1strat1on he de by Pr s14ent Johnson and 1th h1s 

p rtner, Hubert Humpbr y. nd his C binet nd this Congree , is 

a conservat1on adm1n1stra~1on, dedicated to the conservation 

or natur 1 re ources nd human r 3ources and dedicated to 

their d velopment tor the good nd the us of mank1rrl. I am 

proud to be part or this "- proud to h ve stood alongside 

of your own resources n g l"a in vhe r nks of this great 

conservation movement; and th1e meeting holds much of th, 



pl a ure nd no tslgi p rh ps o£ 1ly • union fo me-.. 
b ve b n tog the:r on ot er occasion • 

No , we have l el d our c us , and I hope you will 
permit o Join you and s y "or" caus , uconserv tion". To 

ny, that te. 

t r of inn 

p ks only or the quiet glades, the smooth 

ota l.t.lk s nd til creature th t inhabit 

th fore t , but so say not nation ot build rs? 

ve on to impo tnt bus1n ss.u 

actic 1 on s tb t s y these 

W ll, e r ply that buildings must stand on fi 

foundations nd in th . long run this, our nation, has no 

business more tmportant thnn eons rving her great baa1c 

1esource~ th e.rt~, that sust ins ll life, beoauso land nd 
n Bhould be and in fact nr in ep r bl • 

Resource ar not fix d o Jects on fiX~d plot 

r ource oonserv t1on is, not 

less g rdenl. l e pply this tG 

tter o tendlllg to a h ng -

'resources 11 
, to wh t ver n 

demand tro the arth at ny giv n time; As these de nds 

en ng , so ust our concept or con rvat1on ch ng • 

Oil. \'las not eh of • source betor the auto b11 

and d.ldli!'e today sat1sf1 oth r hungers th n those or tb 
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sto ch. Noching on arth is t r l or fixed. As an old 
Or ek philosoph r one , 1d: "You e nnot step t 1c into th 
sa river or fresh wat rs a ev .flo 1 upon you." 

Th conservation ov ent in ric must und r t n 
change -- tb ever widening ru h of the e n w t rs-· and that 
1 t has exp nd our v nt om th r a or re 
id alist to ~ gr a n t1onal eru de nd th t 1 wb t mak 
it un1quel n ric n r volu ion, for we re 1 din a 

v ent still uniqu in ou t1on l xp rience. 
Conserv tion as w know it i n A rican ph nomenon, 

born o oe1 l form, w ned by a dyna ie national spirit 
nd bocke to it turity by recognition th t w , tb peo le, 

h, v d filed a bountifUl nd b ut1tul land. Conservation! to 
r trying to de onstr t that ee p opl oan ct in their 

o n b half~ voluntarily, 1lltully, nd c n d die t th 1r 
1 nds not to h pro 1t ot th ew but to th ood of th 

ny·- nd th1 is th pr1no1pl -- h ood or the ny--th 
gre t st good for th ge test number--that I want to f'f1 
to y. 

Ob, but how slow nd a ontzin h s be n the 
e t bli hm nt o thi principle; ho rustrating it h s been 
to s e privat e ire built on public l ndsJ how h rd to 



atch resourc s exploited to the point of depletion and 

ho he rt-bre kin it h a be n to wttn s th assault on our 

w1ldlit nd th ith ring of oor land 'a natural beauty, and 

how painful, Oh bow painfUl, the illusion that the land w s 

lim1tl ss nd 1t p oducts 1nexhau tible. Somet1 s, my friends, 
w b v act d like luttons--just devouring all th t which God 

created. But th n, ~o th nkful-·ho~ thankful we must be that 
th land w s not e~sily p uper1zed, it didn't giv up, and bow 

grat tul for th oour e nd tb vision or those e rly cons r• 

vat1on p1one rs, bee u e it we th y ~ho ma possible the 

gr at p ogr as t t 're k1 today. 

Now, these valiant pioneers reminded us th.t a nation 

t nds r t lls on th f1 nes of its source b se, and w 
met today to atren thn that b se; they warned th t peop 

spirit nd ita will to gr tn ss c n b s pped by a barren 

land nd we et here today to per tuat thet sp1r1t. 

~here 1 , dear t llo Americans, something sp1r1tu 1 

bout conse~vation ef'fort nd dedication to conservation b c use 
a true oon ervat1on1 t 1s st w rd of th Lord-·he truly 

prot at tbat which God h s ere ted. 'l'h t • Why I hav lw y 

felt that the con rv t1on ovem nt xtend d r b yond the 
oo npl oe of politics, I b yond ven economics; 1t is 
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communion of th soul , 1t is a unity of the spirit. 

Now, these v ltant conservation pioneers began wh t 

1 1nd d battle, war, a call to rm ag 1nst three 

lignant force and ~sters--first, th over-exploitation or 
the land and it p oduct ; n ano1 nt dv rsary, yes, whos 

subJects or re ults through history had ben decline ·n d eay. 

You know it to b a true f ct. Nations t t h ve hith red 

way into oblivion, into eakn ss nd nothingness. first 

exploited their 1 nd. Then exploited their peopl and soon 

w re forgotten . 

The second malignant master that w must wage war 

upon is corruption of th lan<Ssc pe, th countryside, the 

b1ghw ys, the ild nd th scenic s ots which denies us plea ure 

in th n tur 1 world and, mw fellow ~ric n , we ought to 

bow our he ds in sha , our beautifUl countrysid 1 b tn~ 

d into Junk yard and dontt tell me c n't do something 

about that; don•t t 11 me th t the Mayor or city (I as 

onae one ) cannot keep h1s streets clean, his boulevards w 11 

c red for. Don't tell me that governors nd legiel tures ar.e 

belples to see to it th t there a re rules and regulations 

that prevent the defiling of th 1 ndscape, the corruption 

of it -- or do a America nt to sho that it main objeotiv 
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1n lit is th p111n up of sera 1ron. or of rb e pits 

o du grounds? H v we no rid ? I'd like to roua in th1 

country almost a feverish emotion 1 O\ltburst against this 

filing or the country 1d , this corruption of th l nd c p . 

~he l st that peopl ou bt to h ve that live ·o t enc sed 

in ph ult and concrete 1 th t n th ~ 1 v th nv!rons 

or th city they c n e n ture n c~ n with God witho t 

h ving to look over a p11 of all orn out utomobil s. 

(Appl use) I h ve a lot of thes 1d · th t I could b r with 

you. (L ughter). y 1te ~I scold b n I talk 'ik th t; 

w 11, I do, b o use th r are som th1n s th t can b done o 

s1ly. 

There 1 th1r malignant ·st r th t n ed to 

conqu r•-tbe ov rgrowth 

wh r population p s ur 

· o our p ople~~ but tb 

thq d ink . 

n the unc:Jerplann1n of our c1t1 s, 

g not only tb tr nqu1l1ty 

1t th y r tb n th ter th t 

Once a1n I y th t 1 is possibl , through th 

n£o c nt of zoning o din nces nd h altb code , to Ge to 

it th our cities are or b aut1fulJ to aee to it that th 

l ndsc pe (y , the yards, for l ek of b tter phrase, tb 

front l wn and th b ck y rd) looks a littl bit 
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loved the l n4 that 1a ·ours. 

No , 
.v or iroport ntly, thes ri p phets led us 
(\ 

to l ·rn that our land 1 · community of 11 living things- not 

Just a erie o hu n subd1v1 ion. We h. ve le rn d (at lea t 

so e of us have) that natur will c re for u only if w c e 

tor it s pa1·t or li.t'e wit in the natural context. This 1 

our lesson--to l rn an te ch• ... '!:'nd history will not torgiv 

s tor failure but for all the b w y th t we hav de. 

Our gre t t chall ng s 11 b d ec use our popul t on 1 

rowing rath r r: st too. 

By th y ar 2000 ( nd that' not lon , it•s Just 

round th corn r) the popul tion of the Unite t . 111 

b over 300 million peopl ; daily w ter needs w111 increase 

from 345 to at least 560 to 600 billion gallons a d~y. Needs 

for agrioultur 1 p:toducta 111 doubl nn 1f my friend Secretary 

Freeman can last as Secretary unt l the y ar 2000, h 111 

hav licked che surplus probl m-·ther ill b no doubt about 

that. (L ugnter) 

In u country where people have ever ore 1 !sure time 

( nd w ·w111 have more) n , we tru t, more on y to nJoy t, 

th bur en on p rks nd on recreation r~as 111 oubl or 

tr1pl . The number or b1 gam bunter , ror ex& le, coul 



Q w ll grow from the r~aent 6,300,000 in 1960 to ~ 11 over 

12,000,000 y 1980, 1r w ~~1nt in tbe vpeci a an thw apac 

ror the to hunt. 

ThU3 the force thBt united us 1n t conserv.ation 

e use ill hav~ to be replenished b cause the tusk 1a so 

ch reate . nd one or th oe force and, I think, th most 

u ertul o all, 1s the 1 ve ot ou eo 1 for th l nd. 

~ric na have lwnys bG n people o~ th land ond wbil~ buil in 

n~tion--a gr at r public fro tor sts nn pl in ~-th pul 

the 1ld, of ,,he natur l, of th m:~tiv so to apeak, be t 

in the Amer1Q n bloodstrc 

l'th1le mo:Jt of u today 11v , as I mention d, in 

concr te nd ~aph·ult envlronm nts, ~e ~mber our youth--our 

o~n n ~ur nation's youth--tb tb o- the open and and 

broad horizons . My., how I lik tc t· lk bout tho e days when 
~ 

I could l lk do m the crec (old Timber Cre k out in .:Jouth 

Dakota), when I cuuld s~') ph ens nt hunting, 'dhen l could dr 

reams lik. boy do. Like ost 01 you, l kne th1 world s .. 

a boy, when I ~ould be 

nd 1n ~ 1 gin t1on, or Dani l Boon , t ankly, al ? t r1 b 

in mw own b~ck y d or ~t least in the nearby com=Unity. I 

sympathize with young tors to ay, Who rc literally imp 1son d 
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1n asph lt and eonorete. Ia 1t wonde tha; th re beoome 

h rshn s 1n ou1~ society, a. coldness t t1 s? How o n 

you eally r l th swe tnGss nd gentl • as until you can 

touch tb rasa 1th your n s and to s? You .em ber hen 

you ~sed to like to o bar oot d e rlier th n your oth r 

ould want you to? You re aemb r bo1 you ·loUld like to just 

fe 1 the gras n you still do. v 11, 1 t's ~ve some of 1t. 

(Laughter) Le·' s ve o o 1t, or th!s m mo y, th~s 

1 •ination is so etbin to be cberi bed, .sn•t it, but 1 

to be encou gad and m de po sible s a n10ry f•or genornt1on 

yev unborn. 

But n opposing fore \' he A eric n 111 to 

conqu r tb1;;;) sa land,. to t~ the ld, and lov1n this land, 

y t we bus 1t. Thr.r..ving on its ch lleneeo, we d mana d tot 1 

urrender nd it took us long yeax s to l arn z stra1nt and 

mod r tioru to te ch our~elves to urn way from nton wa 

W ere 11 th. t little boy th t got nto the w t rmelon 

p t h--ju t dig into the heart o th ... melon--n .... ve intend at 

ny time n1bbl.1ng close to tll rind. 

e·nwhil growth, ~h1ch was our go 1 and !most 

ou· 1de·l, beea our ne. is. Our .·tur 1 bounty llowed us to 

e p nd 1n hugh numbers but boo ing numb ~~ ev n in a boun~eoua 



:1.1 l nd. c n dr 1n tt.t!lt bounty a dr in 1t daiJgerously. 

itness the ap1a lin t our burbs. Peopl ou ht 

c ner and ee conf1n1n life th n 1 the citi and by th 1r 

· n r , vin o t h 1 kelter &o cne uburb ~ any ti 

out pl(n o ithou· ny ord r tall, they. de t o~eQ ~he~· 

v ry values. 

C1tie ~ the er a e or social ro sa, ll too o t n 

b c m r1 ons for tho who could not 

cro ded uburb . 'l?hi afternoon I 

h M yore of the lar·e t c1t1 of thi 

to talk ~o them bou kin our c1t1e 

cap v n in th l s 

e ing 1th 

nation nd I' going 

liveable. Cities ought 

not to be er ly beur 1u:'f o tb· t '~ oan get up nd go to wor • 

C1 ,.es ought to b citadel .: eultu1• ; they ought to be pl c s 

h t ke lit njoy. le--the thrill of th good life-- ·n 

tb y hould not be 1 thout tb bi , th p rks and tb gl'a 

n the hlll an 

So you 

p ople w ll 

iib op n apic u 

e, a e k 'now n w 

a l no nd ·e-source ; on 

on rv·t1on. on of 

t:ropolit n 

r a w ll a en count~y. Our t~ d ·nd it. 

W enter ~ n l ph· e C ~1 continuing evolution 

1n an urb n12;ed, industrialize ocie~y. Th ~ir t phss 

n when "h at Jotu: ney o e 1 & Clark lifte u • ;y a 



to the West; 1t re ohed fruition in the bold ana strong banda 
of Teddy Roosevelt. It was Teddy noosevelt who .t'irst consol1-
dated Federal powers on· ground broken by such men t.: a Sbures, . . Marsh, Powell and f1ncbot. tt time for aw kening the 
AMerican consc1enoeJ for recognizing that tbis land bad liMits 
fter all for protecting public lands from ruthless exploitations 
nd Teddy Rooseve~will be r~ered, as will Governor. P1nchot 
nd others~ not for -just some ot t~ political d·ocis1ons, like 

tbe w r on the trusts and the monopolies, but, more i~ort ntly, 
for the love ot ~he land; for setting the example and ror 
conserving, at least starting the tight to conserve our great 
heritage. 

It wa~ also tiM, and that time wa growing short, 
to heed tiE words ot John Muit'. You will remember what be a· 1d•• 
Everyone needs beauty a$ well as bread, places to play in and 
pr y in, where n1ture may help and cheer and give strength 
to the body and the soul. That is a.e ot the best therapy 
that you can have. I think we Juat ougbt to repeat that t~e 
rter tt.e. Everyone needs beauty s well as brains, places 

to pla7 in and pray in, where nature can help and cheer and 
give strength to body and soulJ and alao so .. where recalling 
what Sir Tb~s Brown once said--nature is the art ot Cod. 



Tb1a is why I s id b~!'ore th ... t conse·vat1on s ould h::tv tl 

re11g1ou 1mpul:;s to 1..,. 

The c n rv tion ov men tn s ca ... rie a giant t' 

for ard under Franklin no ev lt, llfht:,\ e it · n 1nstrum nt ot 

public lt r th such proJect :1 the TVA, the g cut pla1,.n. 

helter belts, th ao1 cons rv tion program, the Civilian 

Con erv .tion Corpa. •he spur r his leadei·ship drove u to 

ind better e.y f ut1l1z1n o r r sour ee, n w n · or u 1ng 

n anag1ng !;hem, a be bro .... d n ·d the ~in1t1on or bat e 

me n by resources. 

Then, r1 the post-\'orl War II y ar , with ou 

· Jor 1tt ntion till ocue d on inteJ:nation 1 turbulenc , our 

conservation fore ha to be gathered el fo c net-1 thrust 

nd on thot 1e now und r w y-- nd may I say w l'e it not for 

the p opl in thi ro ~J right bar • you n your lend rs 

and your spokesmen, \'1 \Jould h ve lost t .. ia war, lo t this fight 

or con erv t1 n, bac u e the ~ar y ra, under t~~y, too 

our minds of .. it ancl 1n the post-\J~lr yea s or interna.tion 1 

t~ns1on and cria1 , without our ~hin 1ng o th land eno hu 

nd hysical r aoui·ees of th1 co nt ~, we could ha a been like 

hip without a rudd r--los~, storm-tossed. 

Our lilt , b 1 ved P:reei.d nt John 1' K.ennedy ll t t e 



th for th1 mod rn period wh n h told Congr a in 1962, 

an I quot him, II depend on our n tur l · source to 

su tain bu n turn, th 1r c ntinu d av 1 b111ty d p nd 

on our u in them prud n ly, 1 oving tb wi ly and, h r 

pos ibl ) r vorl th p 0 tly. 

Just o 

11t1 d th the 

ontb 

in h1 

be uty, nd h t b ut1ful 

fresl nt Lyn on B. John on 

ss to Congre s n natural. 

s g • "our cons rvat1 n 

(b aid) t b ot Just a cl s 1o con v t1on o prot ction 

v lop nt but cr iv con rvation of r storat1on nd 

1nnovntion. It's cone n is not 1th natur alon but 1th the 

t t 1 . • l t1on t ld ound hi . It o J ct 

1 no·t Ju t n' l r but w1th th dignity or n' pi it." 

Bu who e us in is hi • I k? So in thi nt 

¢;t ris th s t 0 hou th l ad? \-lbo ho 1 

,',(:.a f1. t ep, bich 1 th longe t journ y? 

th t th cone rns t Th1 · ad 1n1str tion n w 

con rv tion are the cone rna o can in out of 

ov n nt. 

N. rly ye r a o, in his first d line t1on ot 

• ric ' 1nt rn p•obl , Pr id t John on 1 th t solution 



to th e p:robl ms doe not r t on 1ve progra in 

as 1ngton, nor can it rel on th tr 1n d r ourc s 

of loe l authority-- they r quir us to or a~new concepts or 
cooper tion, a creative Federal1s betw en the n tion l 

c pita nd the l ders o local co un1t1 a. 

So you ae , w can no long r a to d to hink of 

eonserv tton a the sp c1 1 provino o con rv t1on1 ts or 

pres rv t1on1sta; nor is t th exclusiv do 1re o our re ouree 

d velopera••1t 1s cl arly tb cone rn of ev ry on . 

Cons rv t1on is p tobqu1lt or n d nd probl J 

th patch s c in all sb p s nd iz a, bu each is v1t 1 

to th finished work. Tb tru con erv t1on1st c n no ore 

1 nor proble a ou ide his n rrow tnt r at than the tr as 

can 1 ave out e nt r p toh s bee u sb is ep o1al1st on 

edges. (Laught r) 

The oo on th d runn1n through all conserv tion 

work is a cone rn with th1 eric n land of our -·th1 A ricnn 

cont1nent-•ua1n it or the maxtmu public b net1t tod y while 

1nt 1n1ng it v lu tor the tr ndou n d or tomo row. 

Con erv t1on today, mor than ev r, ins,~sts th refore upon 

cooperation betw n 11 1 vels ot ove1·n nt nd all segm nts 

ot the popul tion but 1 us rem er that his wo 
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" ooper tion•' like con v· tion it f, . n b us by so s 

pious t1tl fo oo npro uot1v en . Ev n 

ng en o1· good 111~ gr t inJu t c s c n b one 1 th 

tl e or good c uses • ogr s 1s en tym1 d by b . tic 

1cker1ng, by QU st1on o · o n th t d a o is 

re on 1bl or h t Job. 'e h v nr t1 rguin about 

~h·t th n e hav bout eon rvin . 

I sy .:h·:.~t her cons rv· t1on ls concern d land tltl 

If: ·e 1r elevant ~en a ot 1.' table f lls it do sn • t tter 

lly ~ho owns he suri',!J.c ·-the 1 ol~t;: nt thing 1 to get th 

t b ,e stor~d nd th ought o 'b· a ch llen to ua. Ero ion 

un i"' ttaok n thout con ul _ng he ol rk ot courts o 

th ·tl.. r o , d or o r ht . All f u lo 

wh n o of lo3es oil, r wb n e Qi of a d ed 

h~b1t t or hen tb b di tr t pollution. Our 

r al qu tion not ~o o ~t, no ho sboul o 1t f1~ t, 

but who can do tb job. 

Th Job begins ~1tb this u tion, nd this 1 jh re 

th P·Ubl1e, p1~1 v , local nd der l 1ntere ts be in to 

~ o nd it was th1 hl osophy th t moved tb recent 88th 

0 s to beeo th most ~f ct1v Con res 

conu rv t1on leB1 lat1cn, Is ·ll v r b 

in h1stol'Y for 

r t ful ro th 
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opportunity t·rlat I h ve h d a mber of that Congress and a 
a jo 1ty whip of the U • . S t o h_lp ke th t ~cord. 

I know tb t 1n p s1 more th n thirty ort nt con vation 
bills 1n on Congres th t the 88t Con ss wao responding 

to t~ 111 of the mnjadty of our p opl nd to th n~ ds of 
tb1 republic. As a r sult, we hav tod y a wbol new cha ter 

o cons rvat1on; a 11 w land an w t co serv t1on t\1'nd to b lp 

t t and c1t1e pr serv area orb auty ·nd he lth for 

tb ple ure or alls Wildern ss Act-•0 , I r m mber my old 

tr1 nd Zahnh 1z r. thi w a one of my r~Jor propo uls s a 
s n to • I ean remember th heat w took. l~, you would hav 
thought that we were gain to d ny ,.t in int rests in this . 
country ch nee to ven make a nick l . . I wu one o thoa 
t llo tb t a wanted. T hey had picture posted in certa n 
pla , ..... pr1v ~e Enemy, I think it w , #l. (Laughter) Y s, w 

took th arly he t. Thy took little b rk o r once in a 
wh11 , little akin h r nd theref but I a happy to t ll 

you tbat the bill is p sed and th Wil rnea Aot Will r nte 
that future r1cana will b able to touch tb jesty ot 

Th n there 1 the water rese rch nd planning funda 

to prep r for to orro •s orry n ds and we b g n construction 
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on mor than two bundr d water resource proj eta itb sevent~ 

mo e echedul <1 tor th1 ye' r. Mo than t'1ve thousand f1v 

hundred les of new t~ransm1se1on lin s .nd an 1nercus ot 

flood control fund of mor than :eitty per cent was the reao:rd 

or tbat ongreoa. 

A Public La 'I Rev1 w C ssion to study the l:JWS and 

th d 1n1atration or our publia do 1h nd the Classification 

n Multiple Use Act under wbicb th . n1str tor can fin lly -

d t .rmine h1cb lands should be et ned . in F. era l own ratl1p 

and wb1ob di poa d or nd then began lon •range progra on the 

:t'eta1ned lands, Now, this act 1 ere ting Federalism 1 action 

for 1t dexaan s th closest coo1·din· t1on nd consultation between 

Fed ral and loo" l aut or1t1ea and th n, on the st 1mpo:rtant 

of all oonservation cts, w hav the Economici -Gp 1ty .. ct, 

the War On Poverty A at, which et;Jtablish amongst ny othel.~ 

things Job corps oonuerva t1on progrt~ , o:r Job co:-ps cons r• 

vation camps, a goal I m:sty say that I !let in 1957. That partioul r 

asp ct of that bill went p st the Sen·te thre ti.mea ~nd, my 

d ar tr1 nds, on the 1ssu or rac i sm, yout .· n4 tbe 1 nd, 

hu n r ourc s nd tu:r l resom·o s 111ere 4 nied ttention tor 

ye r .af'ter y ar and finally, in tbi last Oongres~, :e passe4 

the Youth OpPortunity Aot, we p ss 4 tbi Economic Opportunity 



1\ct nd b v so. n tio to y n ou i 

that s o1ng to b ot· 1 ll 

A. "'1o ns yet n· o •n. H·re 1 la o bo th -
v· tion concept ha xpanded, '3 l~ young ot 
w om ave nev :no 11 th t l of r h 0" th ot 
I• sa or on th t n " 
r·pai th 1 don to 1 e b l1ev t t 

the l c n h lp 1. th t society a n ·o 
t e youth. 

r 1 0 of th av t a lin rgr "' 
are bindin .u th t n op n .!or tr too lo 

8 ,whn I it 8$ th 

0 n1ng o th t t ea , e bout it h n 
:3 11 th t•11 ; I h d to t ll you t 

t ru ... tlo do n rc b c u I a w ther 30 n t 
ha nevex ·d chanc g tt1n no nd 

1 t so lon ? y 11 th1 lf"-r ou 
the v1l o ou youn d l1nqu·noy of or y th 

bile th aults bic e ove ho tog th Jo ? A 
tod y, ~ llo · A 1 ns, roo 1n s oa , in 

t is t!rst y a fo OJll.y r tho n b dr a, y a 

thou& n s a t o ... an , ove hu d thou 



lr ady, h v pled it tbi ov ~ n·, th1 rich ountry, 

or a ch nee to ork in c mp. You st that r 16, 17 

and 18 y ar$ ot . g$, ar-e saying to c mp c.out~sellor , 'this 

1 my last cb ... no , 1t' I ean't mar<, :ttl» .. oJ I w:!:tl go down 

1n def < t n l a step y from 1sa t r, a d yet e part e 

round talking nbout;. our . tQO ~ rKet An our '11$al ... h, h11 

we for t th r ~l w alth or th 

ycutb. 

tion ll too ot"t n, th 

I Will et rnally gr t 1 to th Pr aident of 

Unit d St t~ for his l d r b p in this fight. An N.Y.A. 

boy 1n b1 youth, N t1onal Yo\lth Adm1n1 tration, a little 

eountry school te oher, Pr s1 nt or tb Un1'tied St tes. And 

be ' de up h1 n that this country is soin to a e to 

it that very boy nd 11•1, r rd s o ;rae , color, cr d 

or -Cono io station, s an opportunity to th~ b at uc tion 

th t this r public d n orr r ny in 1ts hi tory. 

Th t' th eo 1tm.cn·~ of y Ul P, 1 nt nd I hope 1t 'a 

your • (Applause) 

~il you ar r , o ll on you Co e a n. Don't 

Just talk to ach otber••you ':r~ ll t.og ,. ther ( nyw y. (L ught r) 

Becaua e have thes progr ms b o tb Congress. I h ve 

att nded too ny tinge whe e w nt round patttn each 



21 

other on the back. I'm the biggest 

this country v r had. ( ugbt r) 

tt nder t t 

Wb t this country n a right no 1 - good. hot o · 

con ci no · dl~ 11n. Ju c g ~· bu ~· 0 t th e c1t1 a of 

o~ r builtJ g t these 1ll1t rat s taught; t th oe young 

n nd n nd o o1 th old r th t have no sk11la, 

t th. tr· 1n1n • Cons rv nd d v lo n r sourc 

t th sa t th· t you cons rv and d v lop tb gre t 

thls peopl po r into ct1on p og am hereve oonse ation 

h ve be n neglected. Al the need t determine · 

the progra 's cop nd hap . 

Government' role 1a-•1ts real ason i'or ev n bein 

18 the welfare of its citizens and with tomorrow's citizen 

th:re tened with a blighted 1 ndse pe .. nd nviromnent, of 

congestion and uglineas, th gove1·nment that fails to act 

w1i'tly and el'I'ectively will have failed 1n 1ts sacred trust. 

MW fellow Am ricans, by th ye r 1980, ighty•t1v 

out o~ every hundr d Americ ns wil b living 1n ~arg 

r 
c1tj\ s and we have to t oh peoplt: w h 0 live in the cities; 

\ 

I 
to lpve th land th t urrounds th cities and not to exploit 
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1t. We are going to have to t cb one anoth r to keep th 

w ter clean n pure. Ther won't be river lett in Am rica 

th t 1 n 't pollut d--I doubt th t chere re ny now ..... \'shen 

I think o o n b love stat or 1nne~ot with what so 

p opl call its ten thous nd 1a a, d p ndin on who you r 

sometimes you o ll it twenty thousand (Laught r)s but b th t 

a it may, by don't th y t ll ou o ny of th m r 

already polluted. The l nd of the sky-blue wat t•, but th 

water in 11 too many instances 1~ oont m1n3ted by man. No 

we o n't do th1s and be a strong country and b orthy or 
our he~1t ge. C n do l sa, I sk, than to pass on to th 

n xt ener t1on th n tural 10 ey that we were left? In 

t ot, ch ner tion owes a little om thing more to t 

o tb t ucc eds it. Do man have a right to d atroy that 

which God ere ted o don 1t yo talk about th t in church, or 

t your t mily 1 t r or in the ui tne of your own 

cons 1 nc ? 

Wh t 18 it that gives U th t ling th, t SO hoW 

or ~nother we have right to destroy th t Which e ay 

believ oame from the D1v1ne? 

President's Johnson's proposalsvo oonserv that 

1 gaey r of historic tmportanoe. He h aske4 Congre s for 



sweeping progra s to create op n spaces in our e1t1es-­

prov1d1ng pace for wild an!.mal ••protecting air and water 

rom pollution--be ut1fy1ng the highways--increasing our 

park nd rscreatbn syste --d veloping new SY)stems of 

wild river and so n1o hiking trails--reducing the harmful 

e teet of 1> st1c1des--rese rching the still mysterious 

r 1 t1onsh1p between n nd his environ nt. 

By 1970, my fellow American , ninety million auto­

mobiles on our highways--ninety ndllion! It seems to me that 

we hav so thing to be concerne4 bout in 1r pollution, in 

b ut1fication. In short, this govern nt is acting ·to 

1nsur that as we 1nerease the quantity of our goo-dth we do 

not 1n1sh the quality of our lives. 

So now we hav this new impetus--new lata an new 

proposals. It's time to put th minto effect in Joint 

effort. To do this, we ne d foresi ht, hindsight and e ne d 

so insight to th t our o us is hi torte on • And 

th t we must ride with the tide ot history. Yesterday's 

traditions y b toc:tay•s 11;1th • Such 1 the leg nd of th 

A er1ca# the horn of plenty. Suob 1 th legend that all good 

co es to those who merely tend to their own .ard ns. 

We conservationists cannot and do not cl m to 
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h ve a apeo1al pipeline to ternal ter1t1ea but I think that 

do bave a moral m1$&1on to protect th$ dignity and the 

well•b 1ng of our people and this requires more than federal 

funds and rograma-·money won't do 1t lone. It requ1r s 

that Americ ns of 11 w lks of 11 and 1nt rest speak out 

against complacency; ga1nst the m1 oh1ev1ou idea that 

cons rv. tion problems will somehow be solv d by someone els ; 

for the proble will not solv d by so one else--we cannot 

let George do 1t because mayb George isn't there••maybe 

Oeorg doean •t even hear us--he mqy have a he ring der ot. 

(Laughter) 

And w are not going to let so one els do it 

either--not Fr d or John. W r just going to have to 

buckle down and get going an do it ourselves and I think 

we r rt ly on that course--that's why I c me h re. 

You who ad n1st r thes conserv tion programs; you 

'~ o outline th m nod feed them, you know your program goals 

but let u ork together in moving more rapidly toward 

thoa goals--be a little bit restless, be anxious to see 

that tbis .Job is done. 

You Who re m1asionar1 s in this vital c use of 

cons rv tion, y I uggest that you ork ith a missionary 

/ 



z al. Let us togeth r in the love ot this reat land of 

ours, this America that e herald 1n tb t be ut1tul Song, 

if'ul"·-1 t a build our 1 n into 

cathedral or beauty and of oona rvat1on n then let ua e 11 

11 th peopl to 1ts portals. 

'rh nk you. (Rising Applause) 
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