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Gentlewen, I am very happy to welcome you
today to the second Vice Presidential Conference
of Hayora.
to ast as the lisison man between himsell and the
eities and suburben arveas of the country. I have
sent each of you & copy of the President's Nessage
on clties and suburbs, and @ letter mentioning
this appointment. I must say I have received meny
kind remaris ascimowledging the receipt of my letter.
This will be another in a series of many, weny

conferences I plan to hold with the Mayors and
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eounty officials of this Natien.

A very worthwhile dizlogue has already
commenced -~ first at the meeting I had with a
few of you that are here today, and agsin at my
conference last week with the officers and directors
of the National Assoclation of Counties.

Today I have with me several promlnent
government officiale -~ I want to assure you that
their main purpose in being here is to find out
what you want and to listenm to you state your
problems. They can give you a brief atatement
explaining bhow thelr programs can help you -- but
privarily theae experts are here to get the benelit,
first-hand, of your individual and collective
reaction to their programs as they affect your areas.

For my part -~ as a Torwer Nayor of one of

Awerica‘'s large cities -~ I hring first-hand
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experience to this assignment. Hopefully, wy
years in the United States Jenate woriking on
legislation will alsc help; amd together we ahall
schieve for the President the partnership to enact
the programs needed by your eities.
dresmed of only 25 years agod

The problems of urbsn blight --

The explosive prowth in our populatiocn created
unprecedented demands for housing --

The challenge of upgrading owr educational system
and expending it to resch our full potentisl --

The need to make our urban places more beautiful --

These are our problems as well as your problems.

¥e have Fobert Weaver and Secretary Celebrezze,
with their top lleutenants, te discuss problems in this
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You are now groappling with the uew progrems
being aduinistered by the OCfice of Economic
Oppertunity, and you are as Geeply concerned about
unewployment in your cities as your federsl
govermment,

President Johnson 1s conlident that our economy
can achieve an ever-inereasing standard of living,
and ~- at the same time -~ meet the challenges of
technical advamees which have left too many people
without jobs., On these problems, Secretary Wirts
and Director of OED, Sargemt ihriver, are here with
we to hear your problens in their area. I have zlso
asked Governor Collins, bdrector of the Community
Relatiens Service, %o sit in on this meeting.

The prodlem sought to be solved by each one of

the specialists here all seem To touch upon the



mmmuuammnm
mumhﬁmhmm-m
ammnmm. I have, since
that time, bad all of the pecple in the Executive
MWHMM“IHW
that in the near Miture we'll come up with some

constructive suggestions.
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HAYOR ALLEN: What are the chances of the supplement

program going through as outlined by Dr, Weaver and the
Preasident?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: The rent supplement?

VICE PRESIDENT HUNPHREY: The rent supplement is in
mmntnmmm,m:mm-n
overcome 1t with a 1ittle help. What do you think?

MR, SEMER: Mayor Allen, I think with = 1ittle
(1naudible) it's got a much better then 50-50 chance,

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: The gentlemgn right behind
you?

QUESTION: Yes, I'm Mayor Houlihan of Oskland,

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Oekland, California?



I'm a 1ittle distwrded over the thrust of the Prasi-
dent ‘s mossage and the queation 1s not so simple: Why do we

¥R, SENER: Mayor Houlihan, let me tell you what wetve
body's agreed on now, This is going to happen whether you
have any Federsl pregram or not, The veal key ls you're going
to have orderly or disopierly development., Wefre bulldiag sbout
& millfen and = half new howsing units a yeov, give or take,
you knmow, & half a thousend here or there, People Tigure
there's going to be 2 millien by 1970, co Lhere's goling to
be an added incresse of 500,000 a year. How where ave they
going to be builit? The comsumer hos apperently mede a decision.
The evervhelming mojority of these are going to be in outlying
areas, because poople want fee simple title.
eities to try to meke it more attractive, and I think with
some suceess in 2 lot of places, Dut just think, you're going
to have another 500,000 units of housing = yesy, and all the



experts agree the majority of those, an extra half a millien
a year 1s going to be in outlying areas. What we're trying
te do in this program is not to bring that about, because
it's going to happen anyway. What we're trying to do in
see whether or not it can remain on opderly process, rather
than Jjust have it go helter-skelter,

VOICE: Yes, go ahead, Terry Schrunk, go shead,

HAYOR SCHRUNK: Terry Schrunk, Portland, Oregon.

How are you?

In our first meeting we discussed this with Dr, Weaver,
I objected toc pregrams which encourage the ercsion ef the
central oity. Dr, Weaver was wading through memorandum
explaining how the central eity would be protected from
urban sprewl.

MR, SEMER: Nayor Schruni, I think we've got the
beginning in those programe which everybody certainly agrees,
and suburbin know thet we're in this together, You just can't



have one without considering the other,

Az we go into multi-jurisdictional public works,
water and sewer and sc on, the Federsl Qovernment, I think
sennitized by mayors more than anybody else, iz very much
interested in whether it is in accordance with comprehensive
planning, In comprehensive planning by & lot of Jjurisdictions.

Now the urban renewel program has been in core cities
and look what is emerging from it, The various reglenal
planning efforts that have come cut of the urban planning
aspistance progreams. I think that the Pederal Government
inereasingly not only recognizes the problem you state as
being the downtown city problems, but also recognizes the
problems that are resulting from suburban development. The
county pecple themselves are interested in that, and I think
that the Vice President put it swfully well when he said
that we grow together or we fall together: people in downtown
and suburbia. I honestly den't think, Bayor Schrunk, that
there's 2 darn thing in the world that we can do to stop
1t. The gquestion is can we help shape 1t?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: May I Jjust add this, Terry,
that the questions that were posed 2t our first meeting have
I think coused scme careful reexamination of our thinking
on this whole matter, But in the President's message on
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urban affalrs there is programs to encoursge rebabilitstion of by
private homeowners. The thought wves expressed that this was too
modest & program in the initial presentation as given to Congress
but what you have happening in your cities is the big messive urben
reneval as the heart of the urban program for doing something about
your cities. Those of some means or wealth or higher or upper middle
income frequently move to the suburbs. And if you can get & program
that will provide for neigbborhood rebabilitation within the cities,
before the neighborhood becomes completely dilspitated, so that it
is & better living aree in which there could be modest clearance,
let's say tesring down of certain bulldings to meke for playgrounds
or cpen spaces, but maintaining the character of the commundty. I
think you'd 40 & lot to bold pecple in the core city. It's also s
matter of public relations and local lesdership.

There's already the talk that people are moving back into the
core city. There's maybe not ae much of it as there is talk, but
with the higherise aspartments and vith many other developments that
you have in your core city there is, I think, & move towards the
eity sgain as 1t vas in the past out of the city.

Fow the progrem doesn't attempt to take people out of the city;
what the progrem does is what ir. Semer indicated.



That some people are just plain going to go there anyway and
a lot of them are, and since they are we try to make the
whole area livable and within a kind of a metropolitan area
recognizing the fact that the core city provides a lot of
the faeilities that are used by the suburbanites, We know
all sbout that, anybody that's ever been mayor of & major
eity. But the suburbanites are mow finding out that the
taxes are not so low; they're also finding out that when
they put all those cess pools in they contaminate the water
supply, even the lawn, They're finding out that the birth
rate goes up and the school costs go up; they're finding
out a lot of things, so i1t isn't at all that the core city
is dying on the vine, particularly if the core city pecple
will make uwp their mind to make their cities livable, and
that means cleaning them up, that means besutifying them
and that does mean open spaces; it means more maybe than
we've got in this propesal, We've got the heginnings here
en commnity centers, on health centers, Where are these
health centers going to go for example, under the Health
Act the President has, in the core ¢ity, around your big
universities, or around your health departments. There are
many things that are being deme to the core cities.
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I don't say that you can't make it one or the other.
¥We can't pit one group sgainet snother; the purpese of the
government is to serve the people, where the pecple may
want to live,

Now, let's see here, somebody else--anyboedy else
want to argue the peint a 1little further?

VOICE: Yes, Hoyor Henderson of Fresno, Califorania,

And we in California have particular problems. Pirst
of all, they don't have good state legislation for amnexation,
and we have a rehabilitation problem,

¥We have worked with the Federal Government in a very
friendly wvay and I developed a project in our mall dewntown
and now we're working on 2 produce center, we have a re-
hsbilitation progrem =nd we have four major redevelopment
programs, We completed the downtown core, or practiecally.

How then, we have an annexation problem with about
one-third of our pecple outside, Now this suburbia bothers
some of us in California, and we've gone and done sonething
about the core and put ocur energy in that and them a1l of &
cudden maybe snother city will be created. Here are more
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suburbs, and that's not the kind of help we need, W¥e had
your help in the core and already we have shown our faith
by doing something about the core. Now, this program may
ereate another city to compete with it., This is what we're
afrald of, Now I know that'm not what you're trying to do,
but we're afraid of it.

Secondly, I think that the program now is dead as
far as housing is concerned, but I think we ought to re-
exomine the amount of money in relocating of businesses and
I am a 1little bit afraid my Project Director is 2 little
bit worried, He wants me to call my Congressman to ask
him to introduce an amendemnt to the present bill, regarding
relocation of businesses and small businesses in the cormmunity.
This is 2 very touchy thing in Califermia. This is my opinioen.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHEEY: Well, I want to say that
are going to be very helpful in the designing of leglslation
and in the testimony on the present program, Thie is the
firet time that we really--not the first time, but the first
time you've had as many Pederal officisls at one time with
you at a table - one of the firet times that we've had a chance
to have this exehange of views. #And I think that out of it



you can give us conorete examples of what you think cught
to be done: how present legislation ought to be amended,
and what you think the effect of that legislation will he.
I think 1t will dbe very, very helpful,

And I'm hopeful that we'll net Just have this ehit.
¢hat but that we'll uitimately be able to gemerate from you
of what you think ought to be dene. And if you cen get them
into us we'll get them to where they cught to go.

VOICE: HMr., Vice-President, I'm Mayor Goldner of
8¢, Petersburg, Florida.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes, sir, How do you do,
Mr, Bayor,

HAYOR QOLDNER: Fine, thank you., In this particular
area, one of the eoncerns that we've had for sometime has
been that we have a2 muber of FHA foreclosures in our area,
I would be very iaterested in the ability teo utilize this
inventory of housing for scme of the purposes that are
selected under the Housing Act of '65. In reading the out-
line of the Act, and in reading the Act, itself, it didn't
appear that there was 2 specifiec vehicle enebling this, and
my purpose is to inquire if there iz, or if not why shouldn't
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there be, some way of utilizing this waste?

MR, SERER: Mr, Mayor, there sre two pelints on that,
In places that have 2 high inventery of foreclosed homes,
what we're trying te do is set a pricing policy se that it
dosan't wreck the local market by dropping prices teo far,
And on the other hand, not to have the price sc high that

MAYOR GOLDNER: No, I meant to take them off the
iccal market and use them for example in the rental supplement
such as you're presosing under the first section through
the vehiele of 2 non-private corperation perhaps, or using
them in the srez2 where people could not buy their own houses
under a private market in any event,

MR, SEMER: That's right,
MAYOR QOLDNER: You would help in your race problem,
because 1t would give us & vehicle of dispersion that you

wouldn't have in any other fomm,

MR, SEMBER: Well, vhat we're trying to do in this
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year's bill, is to lecsen up some by existing programe 1ike
mmnanmmm.uummuummm
m.m

MAYOR GOLDNER: Are you telling me there's a way of
doing this now, siry

MK, SEMER: I don't think there is 2 way of doing
it now except with considerable difficulty, As I say the
reason I started ocut with this pricing policy is because
any public official that's in one of these areas has a
high inventory of foreclosed homes, is cought in the switches;
there isn't any question about it. If you want to get rid
of the inventory you could get rid of it temorrow at distress
prices., That would wreck your economy, You don't want that,

On the other hand, our responsibility is to protect
the FPederal investment. And I do think you can bleed this
housing off -- you ean find other purposes, other objectives,
that do tie in with the poverty objeectives, the community
action programs, and in this legislation which I think will
be through within another 2 or 3 months if we get the
provisions that we're asking for, I think that will take a
lot of these foreclosure units off the market and redirect
them, te tell the truth,
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MAYOR GOLDNER: This is the proposal that I have here,
Thank you very much,

VICE PRESIDENT: This gentlesan, We're geing to take
abeut five mere minutes here on the housing aspect and then
we'll move on over here on enything on the Labor Department
and HEW matters.

VOICE: HNr., Vice President, maybe I had better come
back because I wanted to direct some comments with reference
to the Economic Opportunity--

VICE PRESIDENT: Anybody else on the housing?
Yes, sir, Jerry--Jerry Cavanagh?

MR, CAVANAGH: In relation to the housing bill, I
think it's good to see expressed today this concern by 90
Mayors, The reasons the United States Conference of Mayors,
and we as individual have not endoresed the New Towns
Propesal are:

One is that there's a feeling on our part that it
tends to encourage the creation of suburbia notwithstanding
the stated objectives by virtue of the fact that grants are
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made available for community faeilities, which are not made
avallable to the same degree to the old or urben areas,

Also there's a feeling that this would merely enhance
you the proliferation of local agencies in the suburban
areas,

Then toe there's the question of whether there's
excessive govermmental control in relation to this whole
program, But also I think we should raise this point at
this time, too, With relation to the total smount of money
recommended in the Urbsn Renewal Progrem, there's a strong
feeling on the part of many Mayors that's it's totally
inadequate, becouse we're operating at about the same level
as we were when there were 500 or 600 cities. But now 800
cities in the country are using urban renewal as we have
been in the last several years. In other words, 500-600
eities use urban renewal funds, and certainly the public
housing units--I think New York City alone has requests equal
to the total number of public housing units which you
recommended in the housing bill this year,

These are serious concerna., Another thing, in relation
to the rent supplementation, I imow I speak for a number of
Mayors of older cities, when the rent supplementation program
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only applies to new construction, 1t really is not too helpful
in a eity like mine,

¥hy wouldn't it be logleal to have this program apply
to not only new censtruction, but rehabilitated housing for
example? As the Vice President pointed out, we've discussed
before that the real key to these older cities is not renewal
because we can't pessibly finance urban renewal, but it is
rehabilitation, conservation, and I think there should be a
much greater thrust in the Housing Bill, And some of us feel
it would be a great tool to apply to rehabilitated housing,

Take for example an old apartment building--some not
#0 old, The cost of aecquiring those and rehabilitating by e
non-profit or limited dividend corporation would require less
than construction of new houses, yet they require new
elevators and other things to make them readily habitable,
even very desirable on the part of a lot of people in Detreit,
in Pittsburgh or any other eity,

Thus, I think these are some of the limitations that
represent serious reservations in the minds of the Mayors,
And that's not te say that we don't wholeheartedly support
the progrem but faltering as far as we're concerned because
urban renewal is really standing still, instead of moving
forward, and we're deeply concerned about this,
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Now it is nice when c¢ities z2crossz the face of the
country have learned how to use renewal in its proven value
and develop the great interest on the part of private
developers now you, in effect, are sort of putting the 1lid
on,

This 1a what I'm very concerned about,

VICE PRESIDENT: Go ahead, NMilton, take a whirl at that,

HR, SEMER: May I comment, starting, you know, from
your last point forward,

We'd like very much to get into existing housing and
as a matter of fact, the statute as drafted permits the
application of rent supplements to existing housing, But 21l
of you have been before leglslative bodles and you'll have to
concede, you have a very serious tactical problem, As I say
again, the statute 1s drafted with both new construction and
existing construction, but you have a drop in housing starts
and there's always concern, Are you using Pederal meney to
inerease the inventory or just to take care of the existing
inventory? You recognize fully the point many of you made
that if you take a unit out of the substandard inventory and
bring it to standard you are not adding a unit,



And the other important thing about applying rent
supplements to existing housing, is that it's murder in 2
place that doesn't have any elbow room and I hops this doesn't
sound too bureaucratic, because the pressure is on to bail
cut projects that ave in trouble, and usually you're asked
to bail out projects that are in trouble because they're
priced too high,

If you start supplementing those then you go on the
defense right at the start, B8So what Dr, Weaver has done is
umhmmmwuu.mmm
te the inventory new construction and pointing out in passing
that the law as drafted and now before the Congress does not
exclude or prohibit existing housing.

I think we're-.we really need your guidance and the
guldance of Congress as to how to split this, what the
proportions cught to be.

VICE PRESIDENT: How I'm going to ask that we move on

to any questions that you might have for the Secretary of
Labor. Just ask sny question--yes, eir, the NMayor of Fargoe?

HAYOR LASHEOWITZ: MNr, Vice Preslident. The discussion
up te this point is centered arcund the relationship of the
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central city to the suburbs, HNow some of us are from cities
in rural oriented States, where we have a problem of
reapportionment, Taoke our State with its poesition in regard
to the world, whose character is 60 percent urban under some
definitions,

I would like to ask you, Mr, Vice President, if there
could be some kind of dilalogue engendered between the pecple
in the so-called urban areas and the people in the so-called
rural areas in order to help rural America emerge from a
gontinuing economie ¢risis, because we're faced, Wr. Vice
Precident, with..as you know as one of the great friends of
American agriculture--with the great migration from the
rural areas into the eities and then we have thisz campetition
for jobs, the depression of wages, and the gemeral stagnatiom.
I would 1like to zo up teo this group of Mayors and mational
leaders, if we could Mr, Vice President, stimulste some sort
of discussion between the leasders of urban America and rural
America so we can save some of these values of rural Ameriea.
Would you comment on this, sir?

SECRETARY WIRTZ: I can't help but agree with the
gentleman is completely well-taken; it really reflects the
point that Orville Freeman was not ineluded on this program- -
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which, Mr, Chalrmen, I can only file on his behalf a brief
of protest-~but he has been pressing very strongly for
recognition of exactly the point you make,

It's reflected a 1little bit-well, a 1ittle bit
in the statutes, in the various bills; 1t's reflected in
cur administrative organization here, in the setting wp
now of a quite speeilic set of inter.agency procedures
so that we're now taking up the problems to which you
refer, I think there has been a little matter of some
oversight there, and I thin that eversight has been
corrected pretty substantially as far as our inter-agency
relationships are concerned.

But if your dlalogue has to do with the larger
conmunity, and I'm frank to say that I think very little
has been engendered, but I know Bob Weaver and the
Secretary of Agriculture would be glad to undertake this,

MAYOR LASHKOWITZ: Those of ue living in urban
mummmmmwnrm
te the farmer and we Jjust adjourned our legislature in
Ferth Dakota and the feeling between the two segments of
mmumthummm
result in distrust, I think you'd want to save this type
ammxmmmmmm-m.
We must have these discussions, We can
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then do more on the State level and case some of the strain on
finances.

SECOND VOICE: I have only one thing to add here,
There 1s one element apparent in this situation (inaudidle)
because we all mean what we say about wanting the programe
coming in from the local cammunities. They come in more
effectively, more espeditiously from the municipal centers than
they do from the rural areas, That's one of the complicating
factors. We're working under very strong pressures right now
to try te see if we can even up the attention that was paid
in the rural areas to these programs,

QUESTION: Mr, Vice President, my neme is Max Tidwore
and I'm Mayor of Lubbock, Tezas.

I would like to point ocut one problem I think thet
perhape should be directed to the Secretary of Labor. Each
summer as school is out, we have many, many boys from 13 years
and up from all walks of 1lif'e, not particularly poverty-
stricken, boys whose families are quite able to take care of
them but who feel that they are not begimning to grow into adults
and must learn how to work. So they go to a neighborhood store
perhaps or some place where they think there is a job and are
told that due to our laws they have to be 16 or 17 or sche



cther age, and theme boys after 3 o & trips like this, becoms
them in the world,

Thess are the beys whe when they got te be 18 or 15,
then they begin to wonder what to do and sowe beseme our juvenile
delinguents. I think thot some consideration should be given
to let us say, free enterprise or individual enterprise being
able te let these pecple work without having te even get inte
an cconemic program Or A poverty pregram,

SECRETARY WIRTZ: The answer is, Nr, Mayor, first,
we have a li.year cld boy who sald te me last swser at sush
2 moment, “Pad; how eld am I goimg to have te be before I'm
o meuwber of soeiety?” 1 lknow exsotly what you mean, but I den't
iean Se give you a soft answer. I would propese that we in
ne way open up these present job markets to that grewp. I
hive adults at & higher rete, But that's net the heart of my
anmwer.,

The heart of my answer is that there ave going to be
in June of this yeer, 2,000,000.-over 2 millien 15 to 21 year
clds unemployed., There's going to be & Jump of 2 millien
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on the basis and the society on the basis where we could do
scmething for the group that you're talking about, which
includes my son as well as yours, & lot of speclal things.

I take my hat off to the National Sclence Foundation,
which, here in the Pistrict of Columbia, has a special progrem
for kids of that kind, I think it's got to be a special program,
e, Mayor, because as far as the regular job market is concerned,
the thing that is keeping me awake nights right now is the
punber of 16 to 21 year olds, which is up higher, There's
going to be 2,000,000 of them in June, 2 million of them
hitting unemployed, It's really a very frightening prospect
and so I would say that the problem--there has to be priorities,
and that that problem the under-16 has got to be met on 2
special basis and we've got to find Jobs for this 16 to 21
year olds first.

VICE PRESIDENT: Well, we just face once sgain the
changes in our society. When I was 14 years old, Dad had
& drugstore and there was some work to do and believe you
me the pay wasn't much, but there was work to de. And when
some of you were 14 years of age and 13 you could £ill the
old hard coal heater or you did something else. I, with



three sons, and being in public life, I want to tell you that
the hardest job I've ever had is figuring out with them what

could they do that would be of some help te them, If they get
a job in the Government, somebody says, "Ah-huh, you got your
boy working in the Government." And mother says, well, the

boy ought to de close to Dad, Well, now where's Dad, He can't
have him in the Qovermment without losing the election, and--

(Laughter)

And I figure that's a pretty big price you have to pay,
so we do have our problems, There arert these cld grocery
stores we used to have and for Dad to have his son there amd
his daughter. And, the problem is a very serious soclal
problem, All right, anyone else here? Yes sir, The gentieman--
walt a minute, Will you excuse me., This gentleman's been
walting so long in the corner down here and I've been denying
him a ¢chance to be recognized,

QUESTION: HMr. Vice President, there's a guestion I'd
like to ssk Secretary Wirtz; but I do not want my position or
ny attitude in these things, because they're liable to be
misinterpreted on my city to suffer it's good image, Let me
say that Charlotte,--I'm Mayor Stan Brookshire from Charlotte,--
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our olity prides itself on its social consclence and economic
consideration, moved voluntarily and I would add without
pressures or duress, to do those things in correcting
ineguities and in providing Negroes an opportunity to education,
play, and job opportunities, before the 1965 Civil Rights
Aet, We sre right proud of what we're doing,

As BSecretary Wirtz sald, the guestion is:; Isn't
favoritism in training and spprenticeships to make amends
for past imequities or past discriminatory practices in
fact in itselfl descrimination in reverse.

SECRETARY WIRTZ: Yes, Mr, Mayor, I think you're right,
I don't think there's any other amswer to it. We've been
very careful to stay away from any kind of guota approach
to this problem fer that very reason, We've been very
careful te say and to insist that as far as Federal policy
is concerned, diserimination in reverse iz Jjust as bad as
diserimination the first way. And not out of any high sense
of morality, because I don't think we can meke--putting it
in o permanent way--I think we'll make our way further and
fagter on that basis, than if we went on ancther,



However, when 1t comea to any kind of preparetion
by way of education, by way of apprenticeship programs, by
way of training programs of any kind I would take a different
view and would feel that as far as the youngsters in the
training are concernmed, I would feel that there are legitimate
enphases on meking wp for disadventage., So far as the Job
situntion is concerned, I should never want to see o
situation where one man gets a job as against another man
or that one was more entitled to it, simply because of the
disadvantage that man had suffered. No. Logleally that's
mot 1t, My statement at the bogimning wes quite careful to
say, was quite carefully put to say that the preasure is going
te be for equal results beyond equal opportunity. And I
expect it as a practical matter, particularly in the areas
of apprenticeship and so on and so forth, there should be
some recognition of that fact.

VICE PRESIDENT: Yos, sir?

QUESTION: Mr, Vice President, gentlemen, I'm
Prank HeDonald of Evansville, Indiana, I think this discussion
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this afterncon hes been 2 tersific discussion, I think it's
been most enlightening teo all my colleagues and I would like
to probably chemge it & 1ittle bit by saying this without
any heslitation whatscever te you, Mr, Vice President, and
your colleagues, We are very happy and proud in Evansville
from the tremendous cooperation that we have received from
the PFederal Govermment. Seoretary Wirtz's department and
Secretary Celebrezze's department have gone the extra mile
and & half with the things that we have in the City of
Evansville, You yourself, Hr, Vice President, and I'm
sorry thet Sargent Shriver hos gone, because Evensville is
the first ¢ity in Indiana to be funded under the Eeconomic
Opportunities program and under the Youth Training Program--
work program--from Seeretary of Iaber's office in the amount
of $450,000. Our CAP has been funded, I think you're on the
right approach and I just want you to know that all the
problems that you face, that we down in Indiama feel as
though terrific progress is being made,

We're deing this, Ve are working very cloze in see-
ing that there is complete exchange of ideas on almost an hour-
to-hour basis between our Mayor's Commission on Human Relations,
en the On-the-Jod Training Program, and they'll be the same
cooperation and coordination in the Econcsic Opportunities
Act, And we're very thankful and very sppreciative in
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office, one that we know who's had the experience, one who
mmmwmnmum,mmmswm
wuwmmmm-unpm
mmmmmummw

munmmmmxmum
late you all,

VICE PRESIDENT: Well, that's mighty nice and thank

(Loud, extended applause)

VICE PRESIDENT: Befor we leave, I do want us
hmammmmm—n
Mayor Lawrence, and then we get to another question here.
Davey?
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GOVERNOR LAWRENCE: The principal thing I do want to
say, ¥r, Vice President, is how happy I was as & former
Moyor and I'm still deeply concermed with sunicipal affeirs,
with the President's selection of yourself to take on this

burden imowing that you have only & dozen or more other
major burdens the President has given you to perform, It's

a wonderful thing especially because of the fact that as
Mayor of Ninneapolis we all knmow that you were interested
in the problems of the Mayor's office and I feel that
through this meeting and through subsequent activities of
this group, under your leadership, will get better results
in the cities throughout the country.

I think this has been one of the most stimulating
meetings of this kind that I've ever attended and I think
we've made 2 lot of real progress and I'm sure we'll continue
to do that under your leadership,

(Applause)

VICE PRESIDENT: I ask the former Mayor of Pittsburgh
and former Uovernor of Pennsylvania and now a Special Assistant
to the President, if he would be kind enough to Just serve
as a sort of special advisor and consultant to me, on this
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and I want him to be with you, I want you to know and I
mmnmnmnmmmmm.m
mmmmmmmmmuuw
hhamumw.umm-t:m-m
eabinet officer, to take your time that you need him for the
problem that relates to that Department or scme assoclate
umwmmmmcumamau.
xmmmmmmumm:mu
recelve your communication and work with you,

There's no man that I know that knows more about this
mmmwm.mwm
w.ummuwummmw
relations apparatus with a little more representation for
local government, I think this io something you'd be intepested
umm.m-amumm
m..m-mmsummmm
ummmmmmmum
structure, This 1s one that has deen going now for several
years,

MMmeMM,mm
to either Governor Collins or Secretary Celebrezrze?



QUESTION: I'm Mayor Pace of Sam Jose, California
uzumtuahmmﬂmwmm
invitation, and I think it's unfortunste that all of the
pecple, all of the Mayors im the cities in the United
m.mwum‘hummum«m
of this, and the question I'd like to ask you is: How do
umwwmm-omm. with
things changing from day to day will there be any type of a
newsletter that we will receive, Mr. Vice President, frem
mmwmmmwumm@uh.
um-mmmwmnm
bulletins and need to have some help in sorting some of the
things cut. Btﬂ.wwwﬁmuﬂblp
on & newaletter to give us some clues on how to do the
Job the dest way it can be done.

VICE PRESIDENT: Well, let me say that your Conference
wmmmntmmwatm.zum.aan
mmm.mntnmxmmnu
the peocple that you have on the staff of these respective
organizations. I'd like to work through them., I think that
M-mmummtmmmzmu
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know the men that you have employed and they're extremely
able people, and we will work with them very cleosely,

Alse, from time to time, we will get together material
such as you have here, I think we ought to pull together
a good synopsis of this meeting for example., I'm not
quite sure whether we placed at esch of the folders here
the short analysis of the Department of Labor program,
such a8 given to you by the Secretary here, and the short
analysis or review of the Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare programs that have immediate direct application,
to the cities,

Now you've got all the aids and this was wonderful
on the part of Mr, Celebresze and his Department to get
this ready. I'm sure that Bob Weaver could do the same
thing in 2 rundown of 2ll existing housing and--programs
and urban programs under his particular section.

We'll try to do that, but I don't want to duplicate
existing services, and 1t's all right with you at this
stage, we'll try to work through your newsletters, your
established newsletters that you get as 2 paid member
of the respective assoclaticns,

Now, is there any questions here--yes, sir?



QUESTION: Mr, Vice President, I have a question
that relates to administration. I'm Mayor Vince Bogart,
the Mayor of Wichita, We have 2 smaller administrative
staff in our eity I'm sure than many of the cities here,
But cne of the problems that we have iz the coordination
between our city and the respective agencies, I think this
has developed and I'm glad to see it develop to a peint
where it requires 2 great deal of time om the part of our
administrative staff to reslly understand the different
phases that we must go through in order to acecomplish the
varioue programs that have been set up.

I'm contemplating here today, as I'm sure many cities
have, of eatablishing, if I can, 2 department in the city,
that would be, that would have as their sole task the under-
standing of the knowlege of the contracts with the various
Federal agencies and that sole task, and I think it would
be well if other cities mightn't consider thaet, and I wonder
if, in doing that, would there be any particular agency of
the Gevermment that they would contact in order to be
educated on these various things that are necessary to
accomplish the progranm,
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VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm hopeful that the--before
the first of July that we will be able to establish by
oitm;ﬂudmnpuwm.amu
Housing and Urban Development, If we establish that Depart-
ment and this is really what's been needed for 2 long time,
to pull together in the one department of government all
these many, many projects and programs that you're talking
about that are here for you and not that they all necessarily
fall under the Department, but someone will know where they
are and what to do about them and how you get to them,

Now in the meantime, may I say that most of your
programs are with the Department of HEW--housing, urban
renewal, and with the--and the loan progroms and with the
Office of Econamiec Opportunity. When in doubt, you know
I've always wondered what the purpose of Vice Presidents
Were~-

(Laughter)

VICE PRESIDENT: --but when in doubt, send me a
lottnaﬂmm:ummtodo_hth
real hard work to someone else, and I'll be--I mean this
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quite sincerely--I'l11 guess at Secretary Celebrezse,

SECRETARY CELEBREZZE: Most or all of your programs
of HEW are handled through your State crganizations, so it
would be good to understand your setup would alse work
perfectly with your State organizations, because they've
the ones that set the priority in submitting these programe
if we could only follow the priorities that the States set
for us,

VICE PRESIDENT: Now before--I netice a mmber of
you having to leave, Before you leave, you all have your
telegram of invitation this evening to the White House and
that is a 7 o'clock reception that they -- the President
and Jrs. Johnson -~ ave extending to you. Is there anyone
here who dossn't have that telegram of invitation?

Good, and I'm very pleased thet you have it and I'11
look ferward to seeing you there and may I just elear one
other thing., There will be 2 mmber of the press about and
Jou are of course at liberty tc make any observations that
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you would like because you are office-holders in your own
right and men and women of particular convictions or point
of view, I thought if 1t's agresable to you when we ave
through here I would brief the press in general what was
discussed and how this program developed, I mean, telling
who were the psrticipants and the nature of the questions
without making any psrticular evaluation of them or trying
te cite any controversy, because I know what makes headlines,
It's a good fight and controversy, but I'm of the opinion
that it might be s little better at this stage if we
trying to come to 2 meeting of the minds,

(Applause)

VICE PRESIDENT: All right, this gentleman,

QUESTION: Ir. Vice President, Mayor Katz ef Oary,
Indiana,

VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, sir, Mr, m.



HAYOR KATZ: I want to assure you that Hayor
NcDonald spoke for the five Indiams Mayors present here this
afternoon, All of these programs thet we have discussed this
afterncen, I'm sure that in addition to the improvements being
seught in urban areas, one of the main purposes behind all of
them iz to alleviate cenditions that are causing tension problems
throughout the country as you so well put it.

It seems tec me that he speke of many sreas, I suppose
that this very well can come within the realm of Governcr
Colling' activities, One of the problems that has not been
spoken of this afterncen, is the problem presented by the
inability of spproximately 10 percent of the American people
to attain the status of equality in housing cpportunity. And
I'm not now speaking of public housing cpportunity; I'm talk-
ing sbout o problem that is an iamediate problem and a present
problem in my cemmunity but 2 problem that will ne doubt be
invelved in every community represented here this afternoon,

This is & problem of the ability of ocur Negre citizens
to obtain housing which they can economically afferd, Unfortunately
this stetus does not exist today in Gary, Indisna, just ae I am
sure that it does not exiat in many other communities, and I
would hope that ability, and intelligence, and the brains
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represented by the men here today, men in this reoom will
give some time to sssisting communities in America that
are confronted with this problem,

VICE PRESIDENT: Mr. Mayor, I can assure you that
there's a good bit of time gelng into this, In fact, as
Sovernor Lowrence who is the chairman of the President's
Committee on Equal Opportunity in Housing and & mumber of
the govermmental officials, local offieials, and Federal,
and builders and contractors of remown are on that committee
and they've been making their study of the matter and they're
geing to make a report very shortly teo the President's Council
on Equal Opportunity and to the President.

Governor Cellins wants to say a word,

GOVERNOR COLLINS: The Vice President is very anxious
for the new gress roots, as he referred to it, of the President's
council en Egual Opportunity to develop an individual dialegue
with the Mayors of the ecity governments, where we can discuss
and help you find help for your individual preblems, You can
do so much in a broad general conference like this, but when
you ceme right down to it, there's not any two cities where the
preblems are exactly alike,



How this iz 2 rather difficult thing for us to do
in 2 very short time, but I did want to impress upon you
our deaire to do just this: Where you have & condition as
Hayor Katz has in Gary and he and I talked about this here
before, we want to set up here 2 conference with you as an
individuel and with those in your city government you'd
like to bring to that conference where we could discuss your
individual problems. We want to know something abeut your
concern in advance of that meeting, so we can be sure to
hnwatthutmmwumotmﬂnm
agencies of the Federal Government who can best contridbute
information that is helpful te you.

NHow this is the invitation that I sought to extend
te you in the remarks I made in 2 preliminary way, and I
hope that those of you who feel that we may be able to help
you in setting up a conference of thies kind won't hesitate
to let us know because we really would like to extend this
kind of cocperation,

VICE PRESIDENT: Before we take another question,
we're just about now at the end of our day. There are
several people here who have been so patient. They've been



here to observe and be of help if at all poesible, and I
know that you're most grateful to them for that help,

and let me just introduce them to you. They haven't been
called today, but 1 or 2 you want to know and I know you'll
want to know them 311. Dr, Luther Terry. Dr, Terry is
the Surgeon-(eneral of the United States,

(Applause)

VICE PRESIDENT: Many of the health programs that
you've heard about here today, the Community Health Centers,
the work in fields of research in health and so forth, go
through Pr, Terry's office. He's a highly respected publiec
servant.

Then you've met Prancis Kepple, the Comnmissioner of
Bducation, And Dr, Kepple sgain.

(Applause)
VICE PRESIDENT: And Ellen ¥Winston, the Commissioner

of Welfare,

(Applause) \

VICE PRESIDENT: And Mr. James Quigley, who is the
Assistant Secretary of HENW.

(Applause)



VICE PRESIDENT: I want you to know that Seeretary
Celebrezze takes a particular joy in working with this
grouwp. VWhen we get together, the Secretary and myselfl,
we sort of just feel that we're the inside men in the
Government because we've been former Mayors, Isan't that
right, Tony?

(Laughter)

But I think it's a wonderful tribute to you that
the Secretary would have these top peocple of that great
departament which 1s responsible for so much of the health
and welfare of America;, to be here with you and I wantsd
you to see them, Did you have any questions? You now have
had a chance to at least take a look at them; maybe after
the meeting you cen walk over snd ask whatever question
you want to of any of these servants,

Now in the Housing and Home Finance Agency you've
met Mr, Nilton Semer, who is the alde to Nr, Weaver, and
Roger Williams.-Roger heref?--yes, sir,

(Applause)
Mr, ¥illiams is a special assistant to Mr, Weaver

and ¥rs, Sarah Perrin, Yes, Nrs. Perrin, I believe
Mre, Perrin's been taking down the proceedings here,



haven't you, pretty well?
(Applause)

HRS, PERRIN: HNot too well.

VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I locked at you over there;
I know you've been doing 2 goed Job,

How, Roger Lewls, from the Department of Labor, the
Speclal Assistant to the Secretary. Is Mr, Lewis still
with us? |

(Applause)

And you met Jack Howard earlier today, Jack Howard
who 1s in charge of Labor Youth Corps, and if you have any
problems on manpower, training or Youth Corps, why there's
the fellow over there, just sic 'em, go right over after
him,

(Applause)

And Mr. Gams who is the Executive Officer of the
Manpower Administration,

(Applause)

Mr, Gams,

And Jack Conway of the Office of Economic Opportunity
86111 with us?



All right, we have Lyle Carter who iz the Assistant
Director here. Lyle?

(Applause)

Iyle Carter is Wr. Shriver's assistant,

Another Assistant Director, Hyman Bookbinder, right
back here,

(Applause)

And any of you that have any questions now on the
office of Economic Opportunity--OEO or whatever it is--
you speak to Nr, Carter or to Nr., Bookbinder and I'll
agk them to kindly stick around here for a few minutes
afterwards, You don't have to be at the White House until
7. It's business suit, You don't have to get 21l dressed
up in my inaugurel suit,

{Laughter)

If you brought those tails along tonight, jJust keep
them locked up.

Now in the Community Relations Service, working
with Governor Collins, Roger Wilkins, Mr, Wilkins,

(Applause)

And Seymore Sabbath, Is he here? There he is,



(Applause)
These two men are the strong support te Governor

Collins and I just can't compliment them enough for the
work that they're doing, Governor, and for the work that
you're doing, It's been momumental and much of 1t goes
unheralded,

Is Warren Cilcens here? Hr, Cileens, He iz a gpeclal
apsistant te Brooks Hayes who is the consultant to President
Johnson on inter-governmental affairs,

Well, now we've had & good staff of pecple here,
¥r, Neal Peterson from the Vice President's office, Are
you here yet, Neal?

Over there,

{Applause)

¥r, Peterson has been the lialson man with you heve,

And Bob Jensen, my press officer, and Julie Kahn,
and Frances Kelly.

I think the boys have taken the afternceon off. I'm
going to check into this,

(Laughter)

Now are there any other questions here?
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All right, one final question, We're on the line now,

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, representing the
largest city in the United Statee and the largest State,
ané representing one-tenth of the State's pepulatien,
Gene Shellworth, Mayor of Boise, Idaho.-

(Lavghter)

VICE PRESIDENT: I thought Bob Wegner changed,
{Laughter)

NAYOR SHELLWORTH: I om sure I spesk in behalf of
all the Kayors here, I want to thank you and your staff
and all these fine gentlemen for taking this time to
answer questions. (The rest of the Nayor's commens were
completely inaudible to the electronic and human recorder),

VICE PRESIDENT: V¥ell, we're going to conclude
this meeting by Just summarizing for Just one minute and
ask you thiss When you write a letter to the Vice President's
Office, because that's what you do, Just don't hesitate
to put on the cutside of that letter, something about
Mayer's Conference, and that will get prompt attention,



That's No. 1,

Ne, 2, try to write to the Departments and you get
more prompt attention. Every Department's been instructed
by the President of the United States to give special
attention to your communicatiens, I want you to know
that, The President has met with the cabinet and asked
the cablnet to give specisl attention to the communicstions
from the Governors and the Mayors and you're going to get
priority consideration.

The programs in the field of Eecnomic Opportunity
covering all the way from labor to education to health
to the community action programs, are keyed to your citiea.
Stay in close touch with Mr. Shriver's office. I know
of no office in this government that will go out of its
way more to be helpful to you than the Office of
¥r, Shriver, y

And then may I ask you on your heme levels, to try
to implement your bi-racial committees, your human relations
committees; your committees on equal employment opportunity.
@lve them a 1ittle of your personal touch, a little of
your personal directlon. DBecause the truth is, when you
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get the figures of the Seeretary of Labor today, with two
million young people between the ages of 16 and 21, or 16
and 20, without work this summer, and he didn't give you
the percentage of those that will come from minmority groups,
but & shocking percentage of them,...a startling percentage
from minority groups, and these are pecple who have all
too often little or no advantage and sometimes are filled
up with bitterness and frustration which is fully under-
standable, And we'll get a little agitation, irritation,
2 backlog of a lot of frustratien, and it gets hot and
you're in & core city and there's mo place to go, nothing
to do and no one seems to care, well all hell breaks locse
and once it starts i1t's hard to get it under contrel.

¥e want to work with you as never before, Ny
feeling 1s that the achievement of the President's goal of the
Great Society is in our hands, your hands, my hands, all
of us working together., We can't do this alone, any one of
us, And we're going to build it up in our cities and
out on our farms; we'll set up this dialogue too between



our rural people and our ¢ity people and I--this is a

second meeting., There will be a third if you want to come
I'd like to be able to cover all the major, not only the

major, right--going down to the smaller cities, I want
the Mayors of these smaller cities to understand what
you're up against and what you're doing and what we're
trying to do, New if you men feel that these meetings
are worthwhile, if you want to conmtinue them, if you feel
that you're coming to ¥ashington is helpful or if you
want to have them on a regienal basis, I've been thiniing
sbout what we might do is take some of the Federal Govern-
ment ocut to you instead of always bringing you in here,
Of course, it's kind of nice te get away, one in a while,
fellows; keep that off the record--but--

(Laughter)

VICE PRESIDENT: But if you feel it weuld
be good to bring & team out sometime te a reglon, let's
say to the Rocky Hountain States arez, down in the South-
ezat; or Into the Central West or wp ints the New England
States, or up in the Pacific Northwest, if' you feel that's
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what we ought to do, well give it some thought and give
ne your opinion or your views in 2 letter, will you, or
any kind of a 1little association or resolution that you
have.
Thank you and see you at the White House,
(Applause)
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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Now, who's got a question
for Mr, Shriver?

All right, let's start right here. We'll go right
down the side and around.

QUESTION: Ivan Allen, Jr., Mayor of Atlanta, Mr.
Shriver, I compliment you on your statement, It was excellent,
gir,

Atlanta 1s faced with the same problem that I sus-
pect every other metropolitan area is, and that is that we are
ringed with a large number of smaller municipalities. You have
stated that from your figures, I believe, that approximately
75 per cent of the major cities have been operating under an
economic opportunity program of some type. I think you said 26
had made no application., I8 that right?

Mr, Shriver: That's correct. But 35 of those have
applied, Those applications are still pending, But actually
there are 53.

MAYOR ALLEN: Only about half of us are now operating
under the program?

i



MR, SHRIVER: That's correct as of now.

MAYOR ALLEN: I would take that to mean that the bal-
ance of the smaller cities have neither the facilities to
create this help or to get it done and not anywhere near as
successful in having the program of this group. If that's
the case, how can we help you and how can we get through to
these relatively small municipalities on our own core--or
on the perimeter of the Corps city to get this job done?
Because this is where we're going te falter in the next
6 or 8 months,

MR, SHRIVER: Well, I must say I think that's a very
magnanimous attitude te take, Mayor Allen, First of all,
let me say that if any city out in the environs, for example,
of Atlanta, wanted to come in under the Atlanta program,
it would be perfectly permissible so far as we're concerned,
for you, so to speak, to ammex to your program any community
near Atlanta who wanted to participate in your program,

There 18 no rigid definition therefore in this bill
of what constitutes a community--it can be a whole ecity, as
in your program; it can be the eity plus the county in which
the city 1s located. For example, Detroit, in the middle
of Wayne County, could have a program for the entire Wayne
County or for Detrolt, and other cities similarly,



So that you could develop to a2 county.wide program
in Atlanta, and even then, you could add 2 or 3 counties in
the environ, if those counties want to do it. We're not
sitting here in Washington and telling you that it's got
to be done one way or the other,

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: But it does take someone
to be the agent, to bring this about, Mayor Allen,
Yes, sir?

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, I would like to quote
suggestions to the Mayor of Atlanta--

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Would you give your name and--

QUESTION: Mayor Kowal of Buffalo, New York.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes, Mayor.

MAYOR KOWAL: Instead of initiating a program at the

eity level, we got all of the Mayors and some of the
Supervisors who act in a similar capacity within the County



of Erie, and instead of having it confined tothe city
of Buffalo, we have now a2 program going for the County
of Erie which takes in the city of Buffalo, and 27 other
municipalities outside of that city,

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: This was the point to
which Sargent Shriver was directing his attentilon.

MR, SHRIVER: Could I Just take a second to express
a work of congratulations te Atlanta, I think that some
of our Southern citles may well lead the way in the solution
of this raclal--race problem, as compared to some of our
Northern cities, I don't say that it's black or white--
to make a point--but I do think a eity like Atlanta deserves
a great deal of credit, as is the case also of Savannah,
Georgla, for example, in developing a completely-integrated
program in that city both at the top level and down in
the neighborhood level, That's not the easiest thing
fo do. And 1t's been done by them,

QUESTION: Mr. Shriver, I'm Mayor Woody Dumas of
Baton Rouge, and I'd like to preface my remarks by saying
that I was the author of the bi-.racial law, the Community
Relations Program, in Baton Rouge and it has been very
successful, since you're talking about racial relations.
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We've also taken the stride of--we've consolidated
our government between the county and the city, I'm the
Mayor of the city and the President of the county. So we've
done some of the things that you're talking about.

The problem that we have, which is the same one
all the other Mayors have, is a question of economics. In
your program, we have already--our city has set up its committee
on antli-poverty and we're now asking for a planning grant,

But the thing that concerns me most of all is lack of funds

in my community, as in other conmunities, you now will say
that you will give 90 per cent or whatever the terminology

is. Because of the lack of funds in my community, I've wondered
what's going to happen in a year or two when these programs
get into effect, and we've asked to match this 50-50, I
think we can look forward, Mr, Vice President, into this
thing, because you are no different from us on that route,

We don't have the money; that's why we're here, We're begging
you for money because we don't have it, If we had it we
wouldn't even be here,

And I feel this, that something should be done now
on this then when the time comes we will not be faced or
embarrassed in our own community because of lack of funds.

I wonder if you could tell us about that,



MR, SHRIVER: Yes, I'd be happy to. I think that
it's possible at any rate that the President will propose that
the 90-10 ratio be continued for an additional year at least,
Second, I think that all of you are or will be and can be
extremely influential with the Congress., Whether the rate
stays at 90-10 for one more year or two more years depends
upon, first, the success of the program, and second the opinion
of the United States Congress,

‘We have no definite desire that it be changed to
75-25 or 50-50, but 50-50 was established by Congress, not
by me,

MAYOR DUMAS: I think a point I'd like to bring out
is the fact that I was privileged to meet with the Vice
President this past Friday morning in the Executive Office
and as the Viece President of the National Association of
Counties we asked the Vice President if he would cooperate
with us or release some of the taxes from the Federal level
and let us collect them on the local level and we can match
you better,

MR, SHRIVER: I think President Eisenhower tried
a8 little bit of that, but it didn't seen to go very far,
did it Mr. Vice President?
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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, as I said to the good
Mayor of Baton Rouge, Sarge, this was one of the task forces
appointed by President Johnson, has gone into this metter of
sharing of revenues and 1t 1s a very live and wide issue. It
is not within the present tax program of the Administration,
but I want to make it erystal clear that it is a pending, live
matter, and one that is being given discussion by the Governors
when the Governors were in here a week ago meeting with the
President and one that we discussed at the County meeting and
one I'm sure that the Mayors of municipalities are deeply interested
in,

And as we adjust the Pederal revenue gtructure in an
effort to keep our economy stimulated and to fulfill these local
services, this, in my mind, this particular Federal sharing
program has great merit.

And may I also add what Sarge Shriver said. I've
been a member of Congress 16 years, and if you Mayors will make
your wishes known individually and collectively without any
ands, if's, or buts or ors, Af you come down and show what you
can do with Program moneys, if you can show what will happen
without those moneys, if you can show what will happen because
of the inability to raise revenues, I think you'll find the

Congress receptive to your urgent ples.



And the present 90-10 ratio was put in as a starter;
the concept of 50-50, I think, was put in tec the law mere in
hope than in reality and I would hope that you might take a
look at it and study this from your municipal point of view,
Because I agree with you, sir, that you get these programs
ttmtd and then you run out of money, you raise peoples' hopes,
you've recruited personnel, you've orgaenized and prepared
faclilities, and then boom, it's over, It's almost worse,
than if you didn't get started,.

Therefore, whatever we start we ought te have the
plans in mind how to carry through, and therefore we might
get some consideration in your national municipalities group
here as to resolution and to some statement on this matter,

QUESTION: MNr. Dumas, Baton Rouge - By the time we pay
our Federal income tax and our State income tax against our local
government, well, the people feel that they've been gouged so
much that they don't vete for these programs, and you don't
have the money.

MR, SHRIVER: The 10 per cent that's required under
these provisions can come from other than tax sources,
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QUESTION: I'm Lester Palmer from Austin, Texas, and
I'd 1like to ask Mr. Shriver, perhaps some programs we're now
handling under a United Fund setup, say. There is some
throught and some apprehension in this city that perhaps
this might cut down on contributions to the United Pund,
This i1s not the intent at all, 1s it to further supplement
and enlarge on those areas that were covered or go into the
areas that are not now presently taken care of?

MR, SHRIVER: The answer is we'd like you to do both,
I've sat on a number of United Fund boards of directors,
and I've never sat on one yet where they had all of the
money that they needed for those agencies, 8o that where
those programs are good and they get the approval of the
public as well as the private groups, but we're willing and
eager to help to add to what they do. They have to have
a malntenance of effort, however,

VOICE: It must be in addition to--

MR, SHRIVER: That's right, that's right. And new
programs too,
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QUESTION: Mr. Shriver, I'm Charles S, Trimmier and
I'm Mayor of Mobile, Alabama, 150 miles from Selma, 200 miles
from Montgomery and 255 miles from Birmingham where my friend
Mayor Boutwell presides.

I have a group of guestions. This concerns any
possibility of change--some of you have heard of my Governor--
1'11 try not to mention his name. I have trouble with my
temperature thinking about him anyway. But will the present
vctomrletthoﬂnvemrboimv In Titles I and II
of the Act, this has been our particular local gripe.

MR, SHRIVER: Well, the answer 1s of course, that's
a congressional matter; that is in the law, namely, that the
Governor has that right of veto within 30 days. Let me say
however, that no Governor has yet exercised that veto. In
fact, they've all--

MAYOR OF MOBILE: They're not Governors like ours,--
(Laughter)
--because he's threatening it today.
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MR SHRIVER: I lnow he's threatening it and in a couple
of cases, including your own, I think that it does require--
I hate teo say this--but I think it requires a little bit
that you stick to your guns, You look to me like a guy whose
going to anyhow--

(Laughter)

MR SHRIVER: ~-if you stick to your guns and the
people in Mobile will stick with you, then you have the
opportunity tc make it pretty hot for him, because if the
citizenry 1s really behind you and he vetoes it that ilsn't
going to sit too well,

MAYOR OF MOBILE: Mr, Shriver, I have plans, let me
assure you,

For example, this has been the law, it's a vacuum
in which we have operated. We have worked hard. Our group
has been integrated from 1ts inception., We are blessed with
none of the racial disorders, simply because we have recognized,
supported and worked with the Negro community leaders. This
raises & further question with respect to the new programs you
mentioned-Project Headstart., I began life as a YMCA secretary
g0 I have a long-time personal interest in that.
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Your deadline is April 15th, We presently have an
application before you, for example, planning. No way in
God's world can we get one and then move to--1I've given this
my full attention and full travel for the lagst--

MR, SHRIVER: Well, if you have your application in,
you met the deadline even though--

MAYOR OF MOBILE: Well ( inaudible) planning funds are
in, but, as I say, my newspaper doesn't tell me, I cannot
continue to give great gobs of time now and April 15 is the
deadline,

I can get the planning money tomorrow and April 15
is 15 days away. I don't lmow about this money tomorrow.

MR, SHRIVER: Yeah, well, No. 1, we could help you with
that and the applications for Project Headstart are not very
complicated ones to fill out, to tell you the truth. They 're
not elaborate and I think although it is a very short time,
with your application already in for advanced planning,
that you could prebably qualify under this deadline,



MAYOR OF MOBILE: I presented it to Mr. (inaudible)
on Thursday,
This 1s the real key.

MR, SHRIVER: Your State 1s in a devil of a situation
as compared to the others right at this moment.

MAYOR OF MOBILE: And yet it 1s a State than can
profit more from these programs than any state--

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: May I say that in reference
to the question of the Mayor of Mobile, that you have time
or if you can't find that time, there are people here--who
all's here from the Office of Economiec Opportunity?

MR, SHRIVER: Well, seated over here against the wall
is Acting Deputy Director Lyle Carter--

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes, sir,

MR, SHRIVER: ~-away over there. And here's Hy
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Bookbinder over here from our office who is in charge of private

operations over there.
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Now, the office of our new enterprise is at 19th and
M. It's down in the general area of the Mayflower Hotel,
19th and M. The community action part of our program is
managed by a man from Cincinnati, a lawyer, Ted Berry. There
are 2 or 3 other fellows there with him, some whom you may
know--~Fred Hayes and Dick Boone, particularly there working
with him, and (inaudible),

The Project Headstart is being run by the head of the
Syracuse Medical School. His name is Dr. Julius Richman,
He's in the same building. You can get him there.

And the Nelghborhood Youth Corps for example, run by
Jack Howard, who 1z seated over there against the wall on
the other side--that's in the same building,

80 I think a number of these programs that might be
of interest to you, you could get answers about them in that
one place,

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And if you come in and say
you're a Mayor, you'll get priority attention,

MAYOR TRIMMIER: I would just like to say to you and
Nr. Shriver really for my people, the very ones that Mr., Shriver
has named have been splendid helping., This has been duck-



15

fighting reelly from the word go down our way. And their folks
have just been great. I say this to all of you; they will
help you.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Now, right here, this
gentlemen and then we'll--

QUESTION: I'm Mayor Keeman from Vermont--Burlington,
Vermont ,

Listening to the different discussions, there's one
group that I haven't heard from that gives me much consideration
so far,

We talk about the youngsters, we talk about the boys
and girls from 16 to 18 to 21, but I'm primarily concerned
particularly in Vermont and I suspect it might be with other
places, with the dropouts who are leaving schools from the
ages of 15 and 16 and 17 and have to drop out for 2 multitude
of reasons now have developed a liking for a young lady,
they get married and in time a couple of youngsters come along.

When they dropped out, they got about a dollar, a
dollar and a quarter an hour rate, because they did not have
an opportunity to get back for further education and training;
they're really up against the--they're behind the 8-ball,
in that they're not getting much more than that dollar or
dollar and a quarter an hour. I can't help feeling that if



16

there is some way whereby the States or the cities could

be helped by the Federal Government to establish trade
schools in those areas that those people would be given

an opportunity to get away from the discouragement of trying
to live and raise a family and find it an impossibility

en the wages that they're getting., And if we can give

trade school education and that's to encourage them to go
back for more education, perhaps if we can double their

earning power.

MR, SHRIVER: Dr. Keppel, the Commissioner of Education,
United States Commissioner of Education, is here, Would
you like to say a word on that, Dr, Keppel?

DR, KEPPEL: There are two programs, I think., The
88th Congress made major changes in the Educational Act.
No, 1, the last Congress not only changed the nature but
quadrupled it in size., The nature of the program today
is 50 per cent of the funds spent right now for school
age children and 50 per cent for those past school age.
This 1s now a situation where the initiative being taken
by your cities will make the difference in changing the
State plan,
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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Moy I just get to the point,
are you saying to the Mayor that the thing he has to do 1s
contact his State Board of Education?

MAYOR KENNAN: I have made contact with the State
authorities and they do have training progrems in the schools,
but of course they're limiting them to about 15 persons, and
that only helps about 15 persons in a group whether its
automobile mechanics or body-bullding or something of that
nature, What I'm thinking of is iAf we can get a larger
group.

DR, KEPPEL: May I talk to you about that later?
I'm really confused about the 15 persons,

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mr. Mayor, you find your
way over bef'ore the end of the day to Commissioner Keppel
and I know he'll be of help.

MAYOR KENNAN: Thank you very much,
MAYOR MARIAN ERDMAN: I am attempting to get voecational

training for poverty children -- largely Indians, I am really
running up against opporition from the labor unions,



Has anyone else run into this?

SECRETARY WIRTZ: I would like to see you later, I
have another problem. There has been a great deal of
progress made in the last 23 years, I believe most of the
misunderstanding of the unions has diminished. Really
there is not much more I can do than to say that we will
be glad to work at this level down through the ranks,
That is not the feeling as a whole of Labor, They were
entitled to object to programs that would mean dilutien
of some joba, We have made a number of accommodations,

It still exists in some local communities. If there is

a situation of that sort I think we could be helpful in
communicating to the loeality through the most appropriate
channel.
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