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Today we are flftga ed in a Will' agaiut the 

deadliut -.y of all. 'f.hat enemy is poverty.. lt 

affects 35 million Atauic ho do 110t have aufficiut: 

of evflrt t:Mae farn\ familiea. 

This ia war we are goift9 t:o win. But to Will 

it w will need you help. Cover eat alon• cannot 

solve the abl • joint effort f 

P·ov ty ia a . drag on our economy. As rich as 

we are we cannot ffor tb wute ot al , riaing 
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It is ia your own iatet'ut. to ealist 1n tb• W 
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to ••ve your fell aaa cad youraelvee. Don •t 

About. 36 pv ceftt of fU'II famil1ea have •• 

If tb4t incca• of tb•• fuaili .. w•• brouqht. up to 

the $3.000 leve~. there woul M a dr tic iDCr ... e 

in rood coatiUJilpticm. ADd if we wee to raiae t • 

i.Dc::cmea of peraou in th rural abOJ: fcu:ca to 

a.tiOD&l levels, it would geauate ~· than $8 billioa 

pr<aote the development of cooperativ • 



-·-
C~i alene, ea&ll fetminq uait.a are UDder ... 

procluct.ive. ftey have a high unit coat of p:-o4 tion. 

eaADOt fford the high coat of lDOdern 

ueaa aucb •• thia t.he fana cooper•t.i¥ priJlciple 

fll1114•eatally. youra i• a growtb 1Jl4uatey. 

!'he r ~• of ita futUJ:e growth can be •tiaaulatecl by 

the a._ .. of civic r•pouibtlity lfbicb you UauH. 

JDOI'e prM oua ee~.~auoity ucl nation. ThiDk of the 

but the vol 
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eapit l qai.U. 

the fU'lllflr • ae.rvea the couwaiftg public of 

it\ th• wc14. tb"J' pay leas for thek food in 

in the world. 

aut cheap foo4 a.ftd cheap fiber to the faetC*iea 

poverty of the a:\ll:al. population. And thoee who OWA 

farm w~ker • a labor: auat contiftue to be our prime 

objective .. 
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PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE 
-ON· 

EQUAl EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Was~i1gto1 25, D. C. 

Today we are engaged in a war against the deadliest enemy of all . That 

w· enemy is poverty. It affects 35 million Americans who do not have sufficient 

food, shelter or clothing o And it affects one out of every three farm families " 

This is a war we are going t o win o But to win we will need your helpo 

Government alone cannot solve the problem. This must be a joint effort of 

government, private industry and free labor. 

Poverty is a drag on our economy. We cannot afford the waste of slums ••• 

rising welfare costs • • • crime """ disease and vice that are its by-products . 

Business cannot prosper in a society at war with itself. And your businesses, 

in particular, cannot continue to prosper as long as half the poverty of our 

country is concentrated ~ong the 30 per cent of our people who reside in rural 

America. 

Your businesses, too, are affected by the migration of rural people to 

urban areas . Too many rural communities are becoming ghost towns . When the 

farmer-customers leave, business must follow . No matter how efficient you are 

in your business, someone must buy your merchandise in order for you to make 

a profit . 

It is in your own interest to enlist in the War Against Poverty. Look at 

your communities and learn the facts . You are leaders. This is your opportunity 

to serve your fellow man and yourselves . 

About 36 per cent of farm families have net incomes below 2,00( dollars . 

The poor are not good customers . If the incomes of these families were brought 

up to the 3,CGC-dollar level~ there would be a dramatic increase in food comsumption . 

And if we were to raise the incomes of persons in the rural l abor forces to national 

levels, it would generate more than 8 billion dollars in increased buying power; 
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In the all-out attack on rural poverty we must enlist the farm cooperatives o 

Competing alone, sm~ll farming units are under-proJuctive . They have a high 

unit cost of production . Smaller farms cannot compete successfully with mechaniza­

tion" Without available credit farmers cannot afford the high cost of modern 

equipment . In areas such as this the farm cooperative principle should be expandEd . ., 

Fundamentally, yours is a growth industry. The rate of its future growth can 

be stimulated by the degree of civic responsi1ility which you assume. 

Just think of the advantages of a healthier, more prosperous community and 

nation . Think of the advantages not only to the incomes of our farm people, but to 

the volume of business of your cooperative . This is a long-range investment oppor­

tunity with tax free capital gains . 

The farmer has served the consuming public of America well . We are the best 

fed people in the world . And we pay l ess for our food in per cent of our salaries 

than do any other people in the world . 

But cheap food and cheap fiber to the factories and consumers in some cases ar e 

paid f .or by the poverty of the rural population . And those who own farms and who work 

on them deserve better of their fellow knericans . We seek fair prices for factory and 

consumer . We also seek fair prices for the farmer's and farm worker's labor . 

Today we must fight poverty wherever it exists -- in city or in countrysi de . 

It is in our economic interest . 

But beyond the economic good, there is the morality of our efforts . 

We in America have always drawn strength from our belief that democracy can give 

the greatest reward of all: the opportunity for each man and woman to make something 

better of himself, in his own way. We ~elieve in the dignity and the worth of eve~ 

man -- not just our society as a whole, uut each man in it . 
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That is why we educate a child .•• or give a hand to those without jobs or 

hope or do the things we must do to insure that each American, whatever his 

color or national origin, shall have his equal chance . 

We must do here at home the responsible tasks of freemen if we as Americans 

are to live up to our beliefs. I ask your support and your work for the programs 

which will m~ce these things possibl e . 
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