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My friends, I am delighted to return to
w \; Louisiana. GQ'U Yng.' A‘— : I
(One of the great privileges of my life was b“‘ “

K h
studying at Louisiana State University. One of f%

my friends then was your fine Senator, my own
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successor as majority whip of the United States
——— Adbniten

Senate, Russell Long.
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r Russgll and I, yo know, werej on the debLtiné\\

( ,
“feam at L together, fthose days we were alwazs
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i on the same side, When%ver Russell gets out of;hand,
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I_Jjust -remind him that u%gether we beat the Bri@ish -
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debating
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4 w-l have a common opponent -- the force of economic

R —

reaction, the forces which would fight the laboring

- e

man represented here by you delegates, the forces
*

which turn a deaf ear to the needs of our rural
S L ——

people -- in Minnesota as well as Louisiana.

we infend to defeat those forces.

‘<,‘Ehis administration has a single goal for all

Americans -- opportunity‘{,It has a means of reaching
A AT, -
that goal -- cooperation. So I appear before you
R YT
AT N

today as an advocate of opportunity and of cooperation.

‘( I am an optimist, I believe that these are

exciting days and that the tomorrows of our lives will

be even more exciting‘{/Our nation is in the midst of

its greatest peacetime record of economic growth.
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[ And the labor movement in America is helping
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to create that growth ... new wealth
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-+« NEew and

better goods and services ... for more people than

ever before

/ Bu't we are creating far more than that,
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‘(he are creating in this country the means of

p ]
sustained national growth;1 Not Jjust economic growth.
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But a fuller growth which can keep us free and secure
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in the future.
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We are improving and strengthening every major

resource of this nation -- our educational system,
P e -
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our medical facilities, our housing, our recreation,
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and our most important resource, our people.
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‘: We are doing this through an unprecedented

peace~time effort of national cooperation,

4 This 1s the cooperation which is developing
mm

between people who once opposed each other as a



Cooprgty,

matter of course -- cooperation between North M
T
e
and South, Negro and white, farmer and city dweller,
i it e

business and labor.
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< There is another word for this developing

cooperation, It is consensus.
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{ Consensus is voluntary agreement based on
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constructive dialogue, mutual respect, and under-

standing. = LﬁJ "'“dm" é-*w-—-m ﬁ.

Zln our American consensus today, we are Joining n

L

together in the fight on old common enemies: poverty, W
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disease, lgnorance, discrimination.
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It is exhilirating. It 1s, in the words of
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the President,
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"the excitement of becoming, always becoming,
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trying, probing, failing, resting and trying
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again == but always trying and always gaining.
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‘{Ihﬂﬁed we stand. And united we gain.
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MWe must gain, Our needs are multiplying.
ﬁ

In five years, 211 million people will live in our

country -- half of them under the age of 25,

Aln 10 years, we will need -- each year =-- Wf-
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over two million new homes. We will need schools
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for 10 million additional children ... welfare and
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health facilities fq;“wrmi}lion“mpre people_over:the
| ' Ynedlcon, leo-k
age of 60 o

ZWe have no time to lose. We must challenge

the tasks at hand.

“{ We must make our cities more livable -- places t,i

. e [LEriE ety 1Y

where children can play and men and women can work, in
. i ) =

safety and health.
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x We must preserve our natural heritage before it
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is lost ... we must preserve our landscape and our
[ o Y

forests. We must preserve clean air and water.
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lfLwe must find ways to help our rural citizens
[ s —

adjust to technological revolution and social change.

Ii;we must solve the problems of our urban
TN AT

centers, == s___,h”’“d - "T“"M.:T
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Z:;e must have no little dreams. We can make no
little plans.
Presldent Johnson has proposed -- and your

Congress 1is passing -- legislation which will help

AWy i
create the freedom and ﬁgwe seek,
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Programs to provide adequate medical care ...
U

to better educate our children ... to eradicate
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poverty ... to give each man and woman in this country
| SRR

truly equal opportunlity e

These investments carry a price tag.
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But the cost per man -- or per million -- of
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national problems like illiteracy, school dropouts,
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poverty, delinquency, and yes =- discrimination --
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is far greater than the cost of our efforts to
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overcome these things.
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-Z/ We spend 450 dollars a year per child in

our public schools. But we spend 1800 dollars a
.

year to keep a delinquent in a detention home ...

2500 dollars a yea* for a family ori relief ... and

3500 dollars a year for an inmate in state prison.
P
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z We must make the investments necessary so tha 0 “‘#

all in our society may be productive. /Poor and
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uneducated people are poor consumers, They are a
H—' _‘m

drain on our economy. They are wasted resources.
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Z'But beyond the economic good, there is the
morality of our efforts.
We in America have always drawn strength from
our belief that democracy can give the greatest reward

of all: the opportunity for each man and woman to
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make something better of himself, in his own

way. We believe in the dignity and worth of

every man -- not just our society as a whole,
but each man in it.

That is why we educate a child ... or give a
v BT SN P

hand to those without jobs or hope ... or do the

[ - -

things we must do to insure that each American,

whatever hls color or national origin, shall have
ST

his equal chance. w»
WL

: Cay
We must do here at home the responsible tasks ‘4’¢*"

of freemen if we as Americans are to live up to our

beliefs.Z{I ask your support and your work for the

A T

programs which will make these things possible
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i{‘I also ask your support and work for something

OISt T

else: for the belief that the world need not

destroy itself by war, and that we Americans can
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help others, too, in other places, find a better life.

P
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Z;,,‘_We hear many volces these days saying that
America is%qyer-extended in the world ... that other
people's problems needn't be our problems ...
that we ought to close up shop overseas and enjoy
our frults here in the Good 0ld U.S.A.

Too easy, my friends. And too dangerous.
Who in the world will work for democracy if we do
not?

Z{Jﬁm)in the world can preserve the peace if
we do not?

?‘, |

ﬁi\ Who in the world can set the example, can
offer the needed hand, if we do not.
—pd
ﬁiﬁWe live in a time ﬁhen everything 1s complex,
when there are no more rapid or easy answers. We
live in a time when we must exert our patience as

never before. Have we the patience, for instance,

to continue a disagreeable struggle thousands of miles
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from home -- perhaps for months and years ahead --

without any guarantee of final success?

I can tell you that the forces of totalitarianism

have that patience.

We must stand abroad as we stand at home:

for the pledges made by Americans who came before us.

We must love freedom and justice enough to practice it

... and defend it.

President Johnson has made his commitment to

all of us, I join him in that commitment.

We ask your help.
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M;- friends, I au delighted to return to Louisiana.

One of the great privileges of wy life was studying at Louisiana State University
One of my friends then was your fine Senator, uy own successor as majority whip of the
United States Senate, Russell Long.

Russell and I, you know, were on the lelLating team at LSU together. In those

days we were always on the saue side. Whenever Russell get s out of hand, I just
remind him that together we beat the British —- debating team, that is.

But I don't have to remind hiwm that we still have a common opponent -- the force
of economic reaction, the forces which would ficht the latoring man represented here
by you delegates, the forces which turn a deaf ear to the needs of our rural people --
in Minnesota as well as Louisiana.

And I need not remind either jou or Russell that we intend to defeat those forces.

This Adwinistration has a single goal for all Americans -- opportunity. It has
a means of reaching that goal -- cooperation. So I appear before you today as an
advocate of opportunity and of cooperation.

am an optiuist. I lelieve that these are exditing days and that the tomorrows
of our lives will be even more exciting. Our nation is in the midst of its createst
peacetiue record of economic¢ srowth.

And the labor wovemwent in Auerica is helping to create that growth -- new wealth

and better goods and services ... for more people than ever before. But we are
far more then ti
are creating in this country the means of sustained national ecrowth. Not

Just eccnomic growth. But a fuller growth which can keep us free and secure in the

future



We are improving and strengthening every major resources of this nation —-
our educational s;stem, our medical facilities, our housing, our recreation, and
our most important resource, our people.

We are doing this throuch an unprecedented peace-time effort of national
cooperation.

This is the cooperation which is developing Letween others who once opposed
each other as a matter of course -- cooperation Letween North and South, Negro
and white, farmer and city dweller, tusiness and lalor.

There is another word for this developing cooperation. It is consensus.

Consensus is voluntar; agreement Lased on constructive dialogue, mutual
respect, and understanding.

In our America consensus today, we are joining together in the fight on old

comnon enemies: poverty
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disease, ignorance,discrimination.

It is exhilirating. It is, in the words of the President:

"the excitment of Lecowing, always Lecoming, trying, probing, failing, resting,
and trying again -- Lut always trying and always gaining."

United we stand, And united we gain.

We uust gain. Our needs are multiplyinz. In five jyears, 211 willion people
will live in our country ~-- half of thew under the ase of 25.

In 1C years, we will need -- each year —- over two million new homes. We
will need schools for 1C million additional children ... welfare and health
facilities for 5 million more people over the ape of 4C.

We have no time to lose. We imust challenge the tasks at hand.

We must make our cities more livalle -- places where children can play and men

and women can work, in safet; and health.



We umust preserve our natural heritage Lefore it is lost ... we must preserve
our landscape and our forests. We uust preserve clean air and water.

We must find ways to help our rural citizens adjust to technological revolu-
tion and social change.

We must solve the proulews of our urbLan centers.

We must have no little dreams. We can mske no little plans.

President Johnson has proposed -- and your Congress is passinzs -- legislation
which will help create the freedom and security we seek.

Programs to provide adeguate medical care ... to Letter educate our children ..
to eradicate poverty .. to give each man and woman in this country truly equal
opportunity.

These investients carr;- a price tag.

But the cost per man -- or per million -- of national protlems like illiteracy,
school dropouts, poverty, delinquency, and yes -- discriwination -- is far creater
than the cost of our efforts to overcome these things.

We spend 450 dollars a year per child in our pullic schools. But we spend
18L0 dollars a year to keep a delinquent in a detention home ... 2500 dollars a
year for a family on relief ... and 350C dollars a year for an inmate in state
prison.

We st make the investuents necessar; so that gll in our socciet; may Le
productive. Poor and uneducated people are poor consumers. They are a drain on
our economy. They are wasted resources.

But beyond the economic good, there is the moralit;: of our efforts.

We in America have alwajs drawn strength from our belief that democracy can

give the greatest reward of all: the opportunity for each man and woman to make



something Letter of hiwselfl, in his own waj. We lelieve in the disnity and worth
of every man -- not just our society as a whole, Lut each man in it.

That is why we educate a child ... or give a hand to those without jols or
hope ... or do the things we wust Jdo to insure that each Auerican, whatever his
color or national origin, shall have his equal chance.

We nust do here at houe the responsiile tasks of free men if we as Americans
are to live up to our beliefs. I ask your support and your work for the programs
which will meke these things possilile.

I also ask your support and work for something else: for the Lelief that the
world need not destroy itself Lj war, and that we Auwericans can help others, too,
in other places, find a Letter life.

We hear many voices these dajys sajing that America is over-extended in the
world ... that other people's proLlems needn't Le our problems ... that we ought
to close up shop overseas and enjoy our fruits here in the Good 014 U.S.A.

Too easy, wy friends. And too dangerous. Who in the world will work for
democrac;” if we do not?

Who in the world can preserve the peace if we do not?

Who in the world can set the exauple, can offer the needed hand, if we do not?

We live in a tiue when ever;thing is couplex, when there are no more rapid or
eas;” answers. We live in a tiue when we must exert our patience as never lefore.
Have the patience, for instance, to continue a disagreealle struggzle thousands of
miles from home -- perhaps for months and jears ahead -- without an; guarantee of
final success?

I cen tell you that the forces of totalitarianism have that patience.



We uust stand alroal as we stand at home: Ffor the pledgzes made Ly
Auericans who came Lefore us. We uust love freedow and Justice enourh to
practice it ... and Cefend it.

Presilent Johnson has uale his comuitment to all of us. I join in

that commitment.

Wz ask jour help.
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