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Theok you very much, my fellow-couwntrymen, Waily Hslstead and
members of the United States Civil Defense Council. I sm vexy hapyy
once agein being with you. I hevd special grestiags for Mr. Stevenson
and to 211 of youwr bosrd members.

It ssems like the lsst tisme wo wers topether was, I believe, in the
Twin Cities, up in Missespolis, snd semetime seriier thes thet 1 wes with
some of you et-- sone of the ladies, becsuse you sll look tee young -
uwp ia Hew Tozk. We had & wonderful session there. I 4o just went o
let you kaow how much your government appreciates the pood chingsibat you
sre dolng, yowr civie ssovice, your lesdership -- becsuse you sre the
lesders in meking poseible this extie are of our segurity sad of our defonse
end of our pretection because thet's the wey ¥ lovk ot the eivil defense
orgenization. It relates te not sesely the wertime needs of the Hation
or the defense meeds of the Netion, but it setuelly relstes ia these
days o the homeaiteriss cseds of the Notien. ind coch end ovary oue of
you heve been performing service beyond the csll of duty in your wespective
Stetes sod sxnae, 1 do weat to pay my copliments te Bill Durkee sad to
Subert Schen. Hebere, of course, is -~ thare ave very fLew of uws Mbarta
svound sayway, T might sdd. BJut Hubort's ¢ Mimsesotan sad I think he's
done on extrsordioerily good job heve. e hove @ mumber of peeple frem wy
home Stete ia this audisnce. I would hesitste te select them out les:
you might think I am parechisl in wy luterest, snd I veslise new that I
am mot the Sanator from the Stete of Mismesota, I 2m the Vieco-Presidest



of the Uaited Stetes. I must bava wider borigons, you sce, then I hed
the last time that I met you. Twwly, it's very fortuwste for ve thet
you sre here in the Metion's Cepital on metters before the Cougress thet
relate to your orgenizationsl structuve snd the sossibilicies of you of
our,eivil defense aysvam doing its job. I wes wery heppy to heve workad
tn the Gongress, bo be of help to the civil dofonse crgamisstion. I thisk
meny of you vessll chet wo visived from time to uime on leglslstive matiers;
1 bave never hnown thet your vequests wore usrsasonsble, snd I heve always
knoun thet what you Tequested ues & minisnm of the need for this coumiry.
I csn spusk wich same swthority today fa refessace to whet eivil
defesse meons and what the puople is this grest crgemizstien woea to our
Sation and to the respective States. The Sutsts of Mimnesota this yeav
hes bsen sfflicted by unbelieveble trouble sad wast, iremondous Jamegs.
We hod coe of the roughest winters that we've ever expsricaced in reeeat
out of sontrsl, the Miasesota River and others, teking & toll of property
and of lives. Civil Safense workers were thease; civil defense lesders ware
on the job, snd I wonder 1f people veslise vhat tervible destruction wight
mmmummu—umwumﬂuu
eivil defemse pessonnel. 1 osw yeur people st wurk -+ 1 soy your people
because this is 2 eivilies Soves, for geed, for order and for belp sad
protection. only this sest weskend I sow civil dofense at work in e
torasdo-stybckon avess of my Stete. I am sure thet Mlanesstsas have
slresdy bothered you sbout this, but vhen swee 1,500 howss were demaged,
some 401 commmitiss destroyed tetslly -~ a9 if they hed bacn bowbed out
wa-mmmmmﬂmd«wmnm



thet befell & poople in the State. ind thete was civil defense -~ aloug
with others, yes; the Metionsl Osasd wes theve, yos; the Zed Cruvss wos
there; people of different growps, there to beip. The moot mscvelous
axpsricnce that I essowtered for many s dey ws to go home and to see
people from other perts of the city come to help those im dlstress (o 3
their aeighbor. Dot #11 of this wosld not hove besn possible were it not
there wore supplics, that thens were poople who laow What to do vhas i
swunt of crisis end of dissster Sell. 5o, if these words of thenks epd
spprasistion to you ave helpful, thon ¥ en fedesd plossed, Lecsuse you
wein & Lot to oswr coumtry. In the days of encertatnty, interasstienaily -~
we swruly live is those daye, snd by the woy, we ore golag to live in chem
for years to come; wo just bave e be prepsved for that -- thers Lem't
any eosy suswer to thess world preblems. If the Amevicss peopie tive, IF
the Americsa people bocome weary, if the jewricen people become cersless,
then you ves vest esswred that the csuss of freedow will die, bocsuse we
are its most powerful custodiss sad stewerd. If we dm't hewe the stvength
and patience to pevseveve, them whem do you expect will heve ie? sod if
we sve waable to meet the: snnmy, thes vhem do yue expect will heve the
vitality sod the msens to meet thot cnemy? You are ¢ part of the tetsl
fores of this Hatiom, you aze pert of the tetsl mobilisetion of o cowmtyy
when oeeded. I om one of these thet believes that sham we face the hind
of paril that ie on the horinon and will e there for years to ceme thau it
woeld be nothing short of culcide for us to do lose then we are dolng end
it surely would be o tragedy 1f we falled to tabe care of the resposeibilitcy
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that is owrs. fo whes you thishk of your vole, todoy, think of it a3 being
& part of the defense of this Sation in deoth, I bove Sown privileged,
% Vics Prosident, to hoow whet our pveblems axn, snd Wet ouwr sireagth
is, snd whet eould hegpen to this comtey if we ever foced -~ if wo evex
were sttsched -~ apd 211 1 con say 1o that once X come to Enow chess
things I hoow thew more then svsr how much you're seeded.

You con take that message hows, You heve to tell people the fsot
that you keve sot beca exlled upon to veseue & Mstios chet has besn attachad.
it's @ Shosing®

It is hags to keep youw people feeling this semse of ecivic vespoasibiiity
without tmediste cyisis. But thet's the way 1% mst be. We moet lewws hew
te be alert, on gussd, vesilieat, abla to vesist attsch evezry moment of our
lives without beiny belligereat, without balsg mebiiised like we live in 2
solice state, without heviag to tebe dletotion from on high. I think paxt
of the tesk of civil defense is to tesch peopls eisisenship vesponeibdlity,
&5 8 notion is for us individusily to ba ready to perfosm cwr dutics. ind
you are doing that. You cen do 1t sven woes.

Woll, Wally, I wented ooly to nome by to wish you well. I beve &
wscting ot Congress, snd we howe o full doy shend of ws. I have sort of
besa on the civesit this usen, but possibly me of the dmcies of the viee
president or should I put it this way, one of his privileges -~ is o couwe
cod chask his Ssilow sssricsns for vhet they 4. Swetimes you thisk ve
don’t appreciste {t, but we do; your President does, your Vies President
does, youx Congrese does. I think asothay privilege of the Viee President
is te coem sod encoushge you to sven do better becsuse ail of us imew that
wa can do @ little better -- this dosan’t mesn we howen't done well, it seame
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we msy just heve to do betver. sad if today L bove gives you e word of
commeadation which yeo belisvs is sincere, then I em most groteful., X¢
I bevs been sble to give you @ vord of lespizetion, them I will feol thae
E hove dome uy job. With that I vt 2o bid yoo Sexeell end te thesk
vou wary wwch for puormicting ®e Co come Lo your growp to telk to you today.
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