
May 20, 1965 

MEMORANIDM 

TO: The Vice President 

FROM: Ted Van Dyk 

RE: Early Bird Program, May 24, Minneapolis. 

Attached is an outline of your appearance, live, on 

the Early Bird program Monday in Minneapolis. 

You will note that the format includes statements 

by you of three to four minutes each re the Great Society 

at home and abroad. 

Attached are the statements, as prepared by John 

Rielly (abroad) and myself (home) • 

... 



QUESTION: "I wonder if you would give us a fuller 

explanation of what the Great Society implies -­

what domestic problems it seeks to solve -- here in 

the United States?" 

SUGGESTED ANSWER: 

I would say that the Great Society, above all, 

implies creation in the United States of full and equal 

Our nation was founded 

and women, and their 
;t;.X( ? 

children after them, were entitled to the .J.Ill•.,. to make 

a better life for themselves. 

Although we ~k for r_e_al_ equality of opportunity, 1 
we certainly have not achieved it. 

) President Johnson has given bhis country great 

leadership at home. He has brought Americans to an 

unprecedented peacetime ~ -- some people call it 

consensus -- in working together to create full opportunity. 
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today: 

(That all Americans shall have equal voting 

rights. 

~That young Americans shall have a good 

education. 

<That older Americans shall have 

care. 

adequate medical~~ 

~·~ 

~That we should make our cities better and 

in Which to live and work. healthier places 

<That we should preserve this nation's beauty, ~ 

iY.w, history, and natural resources. 

who 

<That we should open our doors e.ga.:i.n to immigran~ 

can enrich and lend new vitality to our national life. 

(That we should help urban and rural Americans 

alike to adjust to tecl:mology and social change. 
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This Congress, under President Johnson's 

leadership and with the support of our people, is 

passing hi star ic laws to make this consensus alive 

and real. 

There is no question in my mind that America 

will never fUlfill its promise until both mind and law -
accept equality of opportunity as every man' s right. 

You in 

- - £MJ 
other lands say: ~linperfec~--

And I agree with you. There is linperfection w-
here. We mean to act as free men, through democratic 

4 

processes, to make right what is wrong. --
? 

If we can 1 t do this here -- in the richest 

. 
country in the world how can it be done elsewhere? 

I believe we will ultimately succeed. 



Response, Early Bird Satellite Program, May 2~ 

According to the advance outline, a discussion of 

foreign policy will open with a question somewhat like the 

following: "To what extent does tlE Great Society as a 

phrase have meaning for the foreign policies of the United 

States? How does it relate to the issues which confront you 

abroad?" 

J('As ~President Johnson has stated many times, the aim of 

United States policy in the world is the preservation of world 

peace. J':!st as we cannot have stable geace at home w;i,t}mut 
- Elf • -
justice, so the .. same is true abroad. To achieve a peaceful 

- I 

and just world, it is necessary that wealthy powerful nations 

like the United States accept special responsibility. This 

the United States has done • 

.('We recognize that in many parts of the world, fundamental 

changes in the economic, political and social systems must be 

accomplihed. We believe that these can be achieved through 

deliberate, thoughtful, systematic, democratic action.~We 
believe that change can be achieved through orderly processes. 

Both abroad and at home, we no longer regard paver~, illi­
• 

teracy and disease as a load to be patiently borne, but as a 

burden to be cast off. on poverty which the President 

has launched is not just a local war, but a global war. It is 

the only war that this nation desires to fight. It is a war 

in whrh we ask as allies every other nation on the face of 
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the earth. 

To assist the various nations of the world in fighting 

the war on poverty, the United States has, for almost two 

decades now, carried the heavy burden of a large foreign aid 

program. We continue to assist many nations of the world, 

through capital assistance, technical assistance, the Food 

for Peace program, and the varied activities of the Peace 

Corps. Through the World Bank, the International Development 

Association, the Inter-American Development Bank and the 

various agencies of the United Nations, we continue to support 

those who are trying to modernize their countries, those who 

are trying to bring economic and social justice to their 

peoples. 

At the same time, we recognize that all our efforts at 

economic and social improvement will be in vain if we permit 

various nations around the world to slip under the yoke of 

totalitarian dictatorship, whether its inspiration is of the 

left or the right. For that reason, we are willing to use 

the military power of the United States to assist freedom­

loving countries in their efforts to prevent subversion from 

within and intimidation from without. 

To the extent possible, we favor enlarging the role of 

the United Nations in preserving peace and order around the 

world, in defending the freedom of new countries against 
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subversion from without or within. We strongly back the 

peacekeeping activities of the United Nations. But, unfor-

tunately, the machinery of the world organization is not yet 

sufficiently advanced to handle all situations. This is 

particularly true of disputes involving the Great Powers. 

Although we hope the day will come when the United Nations 

can handle Great Power disputes, we recognize that until this 

is so, the United States must be prepared to undertake 

special responsibilities to preserve the freedom of its 

friends and allies around the world. 

I believe that the essence of what the Great Society 

means for American foreign policy was expressed by Arnold 

Toynbee when he said: "Our age will be remembered not for its 

horrifying crimes nor its astonishing inventions, but because -it is the first generation since the dawn of history in which 

man dared to believe it practical to make the benefits of 

civilization available to the whole human race." 

*** 



UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 

July 1 5, 1 9 6 5 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Frank Hall 
Office of The Vice President 

l~J 
Enclosed you will find the transcript and tape of the 

Vice President1 s interview that was beamed to Europe via Early 

Bird. 

Enclosure: 

As stated 

Alan Carter 
Director of 
The Television Service 

\ _ 



, 
' . , 

Minneapolis, 1-ti.nnesota 
May 24 1965 
1~00 o*clock pom~ 

A CONVERSATION WI'l"n THE VICE PRESIDENT 

OF THE UNITED STATES 

The follotd.ng conversation with Vice Pl"esi ant. 

Hubert H. Humphrey was partid.patod in by Gerald Priestland, 

Joseph Louw and Hans Vohra., 

l-!Ro PRIESTL.ANO: Mr. Vice Pl:esidant, some 

four r..onths ago when you and President Johnson took the 

oath of office the ka,ynote of the occasion was ver.y much 

the Oreat Society o 

Since them I think world attention has rather 

turned to United states £"'reign policy, and perhaps we n€:f•,. 

reminding what this Great SoCiety toms all about. 

VICE PRESIDF.:i'T HUMPHREY: Mr. Priestland, 

the tenns or the phrase of Great Society :t s more than juS"<i 

a political catch phrase. ~ .feel that it implies" ~oellb 

it implies a picture of the kind o£ a society or commitment 

to the b"'rt of society that wa T«>uld like to have for 

ourselves and our posterity. 



.. _ 

The great Societ~ ought not to be confused 

with just the material wealth or nith things, it 1s rea.l.ly 

much mora concerned about the quality of our lives and 

the quality of our people than it is s.bout the q7lantity 

of the goods and services that are made available to om• 

people .. 

Now» I don 1t think these are mutuallY exclusive, 

may I say, because the qua1i ty of life surely can be enhanced 

by prosperity and by ·the comforts and luxuries of life~ 

but a Great Societ.y surely would imply for us the creation 

of a social order in which there was true equaJj:~y of 

opportunity for every citizen in which each a.nd. ever::r 

person would be encom"aged and, indeed, asked to contribute 

to his utmost to the building of a better social order. 

The Gl"ea.t Society would also imply that each 

and every person has a greatness inherent lv:i thin him, 

and it is our belief that the indi v-ldual possesses human 

digni.tyo Ttds is a spiritual concepts but it also can be 

translated into political and economic reality .. 

The promise of American life is the promise 

of individual betterment_, and 'iihe Great Society encompasses 

this individual bet.terment through education, th"'t?ough the 

erts11 through cultural activi·l.iies.i> through appreciation of 
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beauty both man.made and natural baauty 1 through a love 

of eountry and the resources of the countl"Y; and I 

tiould add that as the P.i:~esident sees the Great Society s 

as he has explained itll it inv·olves the attainment of 

a consensus or a broad a:t"ea of agreement amongst our 

people:J a. unity that is based upon mu.tual. respect and 

understanding, a dialogue -t.ha t' s constru.cti ve and helpful 

in terms of building common areas of: agreement, and toda;r 

I think there is general a.gJ. .. eement in our country on a 

number of very important developments or possible developmentso 

.All Americans no·VT bel.ieva» or at least the 

vast majority, that we should have equal vot.ing rights 

without restrictions~ 

liat-J, this is quite an achievement, and this 

relates itself to individual betterment and to human 

dignity that young Americans should have a good education, 

that the quality of education should be improved as well 

as its base, I mean the extent. or it; the feeling that 

our elderly Americans, in particular~ should have proper 

and adequate msdical and hospital care. There is a general 

agreement in the country o:t.'l t.his and that· thare ought to 

be a sense of beauty, beautif'i.cation ot our cities and 

of our countryside and personal sense ot bsauti!'ication in 
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terms or the appreciation of the arts and the conservation 

ot our resources:~ the building of our cities so they are 

livable and not just places in which you work. 

I think this sort of e:xplains to you some 

or the building blocks of the ~at Socia~, but to 

summarize it, it is a sense of personal values in which 

there is a commitment to share of one's talents to be a 

citizen as well as an individual, to accept responsibility 

as well as the pri v.i.leges of citizenship s to understnad 

that with the role of leadership comes duty and burdens 

or responsibility G 

I think all or this tells us a bit about 

the nature of tie Qreat Society as wu would hope to see 

it untold. 

MRo LOUW: Mr. Vice Fres:Ldants air, I wonder 

where the burden or the program is going to fall? Former 

President Eisenhower addressing businessmen in New York 

urged them to oppose what he callee. needless Federal 1 

intervention and conpeti tion ld. th pri. vate business .. 

\<here is the role going to fall? How does the role of 

Government figure in the vision o:~ the Great. Society? 

VICE PRESIDDl'l' HUM?HRE!z There have been 

those, Ml"o Louw, who over tha yeal"s have tried to breach 

the doctrine that there uas a natura~ an.iloosity or enmity 
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between business <mel the private sector~> I mean Governrnant 

and the private business sect.or., t-ie- 1-~udia.te that kind 

of thinkingo 

i.'<hln I speak to you of this bl>oa.d consensus 

that we &""& trying to develop D this sense of unity, this 

doesn't •an that. t.here is no diffex>enca of. opinion. 

This doa$11tt mee11 ·that people u-e all al:ike.. It means 

that you come to an agreemen·t upon common go&ls and 

objectives and your app:r•oaci'..es to the M.fillmer!t or those 

goals and objectives may be varied md di.t"terento 

The at·titude of the currant, administration, 

of which I am proud to be s. part., inso.f'ru:> as the private 

sector is aoncemed11 is th:l.s~ We believe tha:~ Government 

should aot as a par·t;ner with ·too private sector!' not just 

business!' but with labor and voluntary groups and educa~ 

tional establisl~·ts., We do not look upon aovernment as 

the dond.nating or domineExr•ing force., 1-le look upon it as 

a ooopei"a.ting11 and at times as a. coordinating m.echanismo 

~~ really believe that the economic dynamics of our society 

is in the private econonzy- and that Government can aid and 

supple..TilSnt and policies of C!ovarn;·nent can be vary helpful» 

foz• axrunplen this Go-wernment has passed t.u reforms at 

ths time when we had daf'ici t.s in our Federal treasury o 



we eomplete:iy reversed our economic ·t;hinldng of'» let's 

say 5o y~s ago or 2.) yea.l."'S ago 11 and lrre proceeded to 

shat.-ply red-J.ee eol:1,)orate t~rur..es and personal income taxes.~~ 

giving also imrestment, t-ax credit.s -~o do 1~hat? To 

release the eapi tal. and to place it into the hands of 

·tJle indi v.tdus.l in the belief tha.t tha indi v:.tdual and 

the management of' L'ldust:ry kneliJ bet~lier wrur~ to do with 

excess capi·l:.9~ or .free <'..apitru. ·than any Ooverrunant 

pla1u."'li.ng group or any :tndi.vid.ual set of Qovel'Dlllal'lt of.f:l.cialso 

rlo-w.r, this ·tells.!) I think:~ a great deal about 

the role of Qove:rmusnt.. The Government sat a. polic."Y.t> but 

it relied for the irnplemoot2l.tian o£ ·~hat policy primarily 

upon ·t.he private sact.or of your eco:nomy 11 upon the business 

and management and finance and labor sector of your econontV o 

tie thiD.lc that. the campirieal evidence shows that this worksa 

As a matter of f'a.et, w-e r..ave m1precedented prosperity 

todq » 51 months of' continuous economic g'.t~l>rt:Jl., 

So to summarize it, we reject the idea that 

there must be Goverr.unent as a natural enenw to ·t.he private 

sector., 'We accept tho idea that Government and the private 

sector can work hand in hand21 that thi."''ugh consultations 

through dialogue" through mt:rtu9.1 re~pect 9nd tmdarstanding 

prior to the establishment of a pol1.cy and then after the 



- 1 -

es·ta.blishment of a policy t.'lat ~w cail releass tremendous 

enel .. giGs in this eeonomy .for public good and private 

good .. 

HR .. VO:HRA: l-k' .. Humphrey-8 when y'Ou say you &ra 

developing a par·i:.narship batw:m the pri va.te sector and 

Oovernmant to a grea:t.er extant than has baen att.empted bei"ore, 

isn't this ta'hat has bean done abl.,oad for several years? 

Aren't you so~ of catching up ~tith Eti:t;ain and S1:.-eden and 

France and o·Ghe:r countries? 

VICE PRESIDEt-lT Wu1·1PHREY: They have had 

a partnership, end I don't, wish ·c.o draw a value judgments.; 

but their pm""tnezrs..'lip concept is e. lit.tle difi'erent 

than ours. This d?esn~t rr!'San a Federal invastmento 

Actually • the Federal Government in the U:ni ted States has 

been limiting its involvement. in ownst'ship in the econofi\Y 

inso.far as public pot;,--er » .for example, is concernadll or 

proprietar,r intm·ea'i:.s.P rather than to exp!l.&"ld that$ we have 

been curtailing it. with the exception, ~ I say» of the 

development of our great L"i ver systems.. Howc:nra'!:"' ~ we do 

feel th.are are certain parts o:f the economy that. require 

public invsstm.an"t9 to w'itiJ and for example .. our highway 
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system, our ai:t:port sywuems our ports~ and w also feel that 

the 0ovei'fll1lant can make a tremendous contribution in this 

partnership tlmt :r am s-peaking or l¥"'hcn you t-alk in the field 

of educatj.on and part.icu.lerly in research and development .. 

Today about 8.5% of the research dollar 

that's expended in the entire economy o£ Amarica is 

the CJoverniuent dollar. In other words~ the Government 

is doing a. large, over halfv about three-fourths. 

MR .. VOHRll.: You wouldnwt call it welfare$ 

would you? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: No.. As a matt.or 

of tact.!l I would say t..lult we do not eriibrace what is 

knom as the, for lack of a better phrase, a weLfare 

state. We do$ howeverZ> feel 'that the Government has 

an obligation to provide a state of opportwli.ty for 

eveey· ci tizen21 to help to ::;;-emow impediments and barriers.~~ 

tor example., the impediment to voting. This, we say !J 

the Oover-.arti3nt. must remova that imped.i.ment; and then 

·lobe impediment or illiteracy 9 because to have the right 

to vote and to be illi·cGrate or to have no social 

zootivation to vote doesn't really m.:~ke you a free 

citizen. 
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So ws axe dee-ply conmlit,ted to the expansion 

of edueatioual opportuni:i;r" '.i1he aovei'llma:nt l'!la\r very t.;all re~ 

move impediments :i.n too.'f:ls of the en.f'ozzcement. of cat'ts:in 

polieiea to pl<>e'~"l·t monopo1y » thereby ancoure.g:i..n.g 

COll'.peti tion., 

So theJ.'te is a. r·ole for hoth9 and they don't. 

need to get in the t.:ay of m-w anothel"'SJ th..'l.t; s ~~hat I 

am trying to say9 t.he public~ ;ye mustr.t.•t downgx>ade the 

public,~~ we need that public sector, lis.·t.er ~stems at 

community lavels!l sanitar.r syst.e.ms» the schools» t.he 

hospitals.., e.1l or t.l:ds is t-tha1; you migM, call ·iJhe 

illfi>a-structura:J the netv.o1'k a:round ~Jhich you bu:Ud 

a viable private econoh\Y .. 

MR., PRIESTLAND: One still can; t help won®ring~ 

?Jk>.. Vice P.residen·t 11 espeoia.l:cy' when it. comes 1;o social 

neeessities$ edue&\t.ion and med.ical ears, and raliei' 

of poverty and dir:.r~,rass~ whsthe.~ or 110t t.he G.t'ea.t Society isn't 

the thin edge of a wedge that could bs labeled a welfare 

state; you are ·taking care of the elde.t>ly ait.izens~ ~ 

not the younger cit.izens ~'ho also need help and. care? 

VIC15 PRESID~\IIT HmlPHREY: we happen to 

teal it you have a v1::-1.ble econol'i\Y 3 that is an EJ.cti ve 
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economy 9 and you permit young people to bali-a a good 

education, encourage them to have one~ they tdll 

develop their ·l;a).ent.s and ·!;heir abilities and theil" 

sld.lls so they can take care of their own needs9 

and we feel tha·(; this is the way it ought to bee 

Now~ men it oornes to our elderly 

c:i.tizens.ll many or them baing workers~ people that do 

not haw an opportunitq to accumulate large aJr.ou.nts 

or savings over a li.t"etime, we feel that a program 

of social insuranca$ that is or laying aside in a 

trust fund a certain amount of. capite~ to take ~.re of 

the health and hospits.l needs at a later dq in lifeo 

~ think that's sensible, whatever you -..'ish to call it, 

the tag is unimportanto \fJat lfe seek to do.~~ to be ver;:r 

f'rank about it, is in the davJn of lite of the youngster 

or the young man and womtm» to give them eveey- bit of 

encouragement and assi.stc-1.nce that you can in terms of 

good conmnmi.ty li£e2 housing8 'b-J helping to make possible 

that they are parents for a decent ho~9 prima._rily of 

education.~~ yess of some health serv.tces wbi.eh they 

obtain through their local public health service and 

private medical ca.t"e; and then in ·that period !'rom the 
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day of a collage t.t>a:i.nirJg or a technical trai.ning up to 

the poL"lt of where v.-e call it, the t:tlrae-score and fivejl 

when retirement age <~omesl' ~oo ba able to pl"o'fflde 

basically £or thei:t» ow...<1 warrl.;a and ·t:iwil" Oh<n needs~ 

and to also contribute rather geilerousJ.y ·oo ·t.he common 

good Of the COI'Il!llU!;'l:J. ty 1 ~Jlld t.hen w.hen jOU &t'I"l "tt'e at, that 

point of the tl-.".iligh·~ of' lif~,!J it is our vieu t..ha:t. 

decency and cornpassion 8nd a sense of justice ce.lls for 

special consideration for the needs of those peopleo 

I believe that 9 and somebody said t.o me 

the other da.y.ll you m..~tioned it agains a walfai'e stata., 

No, I say i't' s a society in which human t~l.f'are has a 

high p?iorieyo, yea:; but hum.e.n twelfare is provided tor 

in this society n:-ore ganeTously by prl.vate: groups than 

it is by' public.. For exa.'!lple, some of our l&rge corpora­

tions haW~ a much b0·M.er health pls.n and a much better 

pension pl&n than any Gowrnm.ant agency has5 and yet 

this is a private corporation, pl"iva:Ge~" owned., So 

the commitment, to the human ~reltare is there» but the 

commitment to human dignity and opportw.ity to enhance 

dignity is a. national co:nmi tme."lt in tll'hich the Federal 

Governmant and State and local. Gove&-nment coopera.teo 
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MRo PRIES·l'J..Jl.ND: I wonder :ti~ we could 

now turn to some in·~rna:~ional implications of the 

Great Society ifp j.ndeed9 it has any.? or is it purely 

a selfish thing? 

VICE PRESIDmT IW"tol?HREY: If it liere 

orilJ" a selfish ·~ing I couldnft call it a Great Society, 

because greatness inplias a sensa of ~·aspo:nsibili ty and 

leade?ship and also a sense o:f' oommunH:zy- :> l.Uld the 

commtmi ty of today is no longer the eommll!l..i ty of the 

Twin Cities, of Minneapolis and St.. Paul9 of Minnesota 

or Amerida11 or India or England or South Africa, or 

wherever it ~ be, the commu,."lit.y is the wo:t"'ld5 and 

our basic commitment$ if we &"e to be KOJ:--thy of: being 

called citizens of a Great Society9 om' basic commitment 

and our fundamental com!trl:t.ment rnust be to a society in 

which justice is the constant challenge and the goal 

and in which the adv&"lcen-.ent, and the increasing o:r the 

areas of freedom is a d.iscipJ..il"..e and a requirement 

&"'ld in which the huma,"'l life9 the individual and his 

well-being is paramount o 

This means a society in much we seek 

peace» a peace 'With jm:rt.ice2 not a. peace o:l the aggressor 
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or o£ appeasement but. a peace tha·t has a ssnse of 

justice and or secuti. cy and of .f1~eedom ·oo it .. 
I believe that ·that is what H'a :?..re t:cy'ing to do. 

we !l1!lY approaeh it a:ii times ~d .. th error of judgment 

but this is om, com.,lrl:!sruent .. 

MRo LOffiJ: Speaking of your cornm:i:tmentp 

the United S·6ates voted against econondc sanctions 

in -the Uni:t.ed Nations, and l'ftr., P1impton9 your United 

States repreaentati ve thel->a, explained that. the reason 

for this vote w-as primarily because am1ctions m3re not 

implementable,p so to spaak. 

MR~ PRIESTLAND: Against South Africa? 

f4R., LOUW: Against South Africa, yeso 

And that. the sanctions \<.'Ould hurt the very Africans 

the American people wish to help., I wonder if you 

could tell me how the Graa.t Society envisions help 

to Atricans, in other words.!) tor1.11 there be .e.n intel"­

nationalization of civil rights? 

VICE PRESIDD!T IiUMPHRE!: First, Mi."o Louw:~ 

I believe the passage in this country of civil rights 

legislation, such as the .4-et of 196l~1) now the vo·t.ing 

rights act~ which will be passed here very shortly in 

1965, has tremendous internatiollal implication or 
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inpllea.M.onso CX'hese Acts reveal a ecwtmitrr.ant on 

the part of the Junerican people in law and in rrd.nd 

of equality of opportunity.. l-¥e h.a:ve closed in this 

countey9 &'"'ld ~ arc closing tbo citizenship gap, the 

gap whieh relates to the promise or the emaneipatlon 

proc~nation and its fUlfillment, and it took us 

s. hundi'ed y-ears ·oo do it, and 1-re ha\~ bean very slow 11 

and yet wa have made steady prog?ess in the past decade» 

so we have made phar..omenal pl~ogress., 

I balie·v-a of all tha things t>re have done 

nationally that have had int&""n.ationa.l co:uplica.tiona.!l 

it is ths improvemn:i:. of the pattGrn oi c:i:l4izensW.p 

rights and equal opportunity» ci v-ll I"'lghts in tha United 

States. I think this is a !iDssag-e to the world that we 

believe that !"egardlass of raca, color or ca,.aed9 people 

shall be judged as people~ Thay sh&ll be judged on 

merj;l; and not ·the f:alst:: standul."ds of colol" or sta:i:.u.re 

or size o:t> e·Umie origin o1~ geography .. 

For example P t19 now have befo:re the Congress 

our itmnigrat:ton laglslat.ion t.o elimina·te ·the national 

origins' quota. system., We a.l"'e going ·to have an 

irnmigrat1.on policy in ·&h:i.s ooun·t;ry that relates to the 



- 15 = 

value of people11 no·t people in the north Ol .. in the 

south; not northern Eu..~peans or southern Eui:"opea...'fls~ 

not Africans or A~lans~ bu·t people.ll and I believe it 

will ba recognized :i.n the trorl.d as a much mo:re equitable 

and hum&ntl polic.v .. 

So speald.ng of our poliC7 rela~,ing to 

Africa~ it is one of doing what tie can td.thin the 

lind:t.s of our knouledga I! and m~ lack some knot.$ledge in 

our areas of human l+alations m th people that we know 

so little abou·~., but doing t-th.a:l< we can w.lthin cm:r areas 

o£ knowledge and resomrces to help these indiVidual 

countries to help ·them&;>~ ves ~ to help them t'§i thont 

appearing to be the big brothel", so to spoo.k.fl you knoa.~~ 

and to help them Without being domineering or patronizing., 

I find that om .. friends in Africas 

Asia and other countries are very sell"-con.seious of 

their own rights.. They are jealous of the:i.r own rights$ 

their om dignity~ and rightly thoy should ba:~ and we 

are that way too~ emd tre were even rr.ore so when we ~e 

a new c:ountr.r., 

lfe are going to t:rzr to remember t,,ha lessons 

ot our history:~ remembering t.hat ~re too oecasionaD..y 
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stumbled and faltered.. We, even at this day and age, 

we do not have alwqs an orderly society and alwqs 

a soeiet7 in which there is total just.icee \9 have 

poor in the midst of the rieho V& have poverty in 

the midst ot vast areas of plenty o We do have some,~~ 

we do have discrimination in a eountr,y that proclaiMs 

only one ci tizansb:ip 1 and be~Jause we know this, even 

though we are trying to do something about it which 

I think is thB sav.Lng grace ot zqy country~ beeause 

we know this, we are somewhat sympathetic, I think 

the people are, and I believe the <bvernmm1t is 

8,1'111)athetic ot the aspirations ot people in the Atri.can 

countries., 

Now9 we occasional.ly make a mistake in 

our j~oment. \'8 occasionally follow a policy- tempo­

~ that 'lfJIJ'3' not land itself to tultil.lment of an 

objectives but we have the COU\"age to chailgeo 

So, Mr. Louw» I think that's the best 

part of America, that America still has a conscience., 

It does not feel sel.f=righteouso It knows it makes 

mistakes and it seeks to remeqy tmse mistak&t:L It 

seeks to change its course when somebody' points out 
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that the course is wrong, and if I mq sq so» I 

think that is a sign of strength, not weaknesso 

MRo VOHRA: Mr o Humphrey 1 you talked 

a minute ago about your commi t.'!lSnt to law.~~ I guess 

it extends also to international law. For the last 

several years» I should sq three or four ;yearst one 

felt those possi~ living hare and observing things, 

professionally, would agree that you are roall.y working towards 

a rule of' law both in relation to these United Nations and 

also in relation to O .. AoSo regionally., . 

A lot of' people were worried recent]¥ 

b,y your intrusion into the Dominican Republic as a 

deviation trom law» and I was wondering whether you 

would care to comment on it? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mro Vohra, I 

lmow many people are concerned11 and ;your question is 

right to the point, and I shall tey to be responsiveo 

We do believe strong]J' in the United 

Nations.. \e believe in international organization" 

we are conmltted to the development and the strengthening 

of these international organizations, and I hope that 

as time goes on we will even be more firm in our commitment 
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and less reliant upon our own wdlateral or even 

bilateral actionso 

I believe very strongly, spaald.ng tor 

ntrsel.t and I trust tor tf\1 Government, in the development 

ot peacekeeping machiner,r and peacekeeping forces in 

the international body knom as the United Nationso 

I would bate to see an,y lat:•ge power, United States or 

al\YOil8 else9 assuming the role ot world policeman .. 

It would be a role that would only gri.ng» wells I think 

it would bring the hate of others and the scorn of 

others and bring great d:U'ficul ty and trouble to the 

policeman himselr c 

So on knowing that, we want international 

peacekeeping machine17. 

Now, 1>."8 move to the Dondni.can Republic.~~ 

an area that was infected tor alroost .30 years by a 

cruel dictatorship in which the whole social structure 9 

sir9 was adulterated and corrupteda Regrettabqs that 

is the price )"ou PS3 for that kind of dictatorship or 

for dictatorship. It alwqs has a wa:r ot doing something 

to the rooral st.atidards and the political standards of 

the Societ7. 
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Following the assasstnation of Trujillo 

and the re-establishment of a oonsti tutional government 

which has lasted a very bria.f period of time, and 

whose fault it was I don't wish to even comment upon9 

and now with the new revolution in the Dominican 

Republic here is the situation that we facedo 

First o£ allD it is our sincere beliet 

t.l)at at ·the t.imet we ordered the sra.sll contingent"' at 

first, of some tour hundred Ma.rlnes.fl ~ did so because 

there was no othar way that we knew to protect the 11 ves 

of better than three thousand American Nationals and 

they wsra herded together 9 some of them in the Ambassador 

Hotel, tbs.Y were being tired upon in the City of Santo 

Domingo9 and there was the !ear of general carnage 

and slaughter.. That was the information that -we had9 

and our Presidant acted on that informationo 

In the meantime.~~ and this thing needs to 

be lmown, we pursued every lmown wq of contacting our 

friends in the embassies of the Latin Aille:t"ican countries 

and the governments of those countries., ~ did pl."''ceed 

to the peacekeeping oo~littee of the OoAoSob and it said 

it had no authority., we l'Jent to t..'tte Council of the Organization 

of American States a."ld asked them to t.ake c.ognizance 

of this development and take jurisdic-tion£' that first 

they thought they had no authority 21 and then on subsequent 



- 20-

re-examination came back a few dqs latw and said, 

yes.!) they possibly did have dome authoritQ within 

their own right to have an Organization of 

American St.ates peacekeeping operationo 

The reason that there was a feeling of' 

no authority and no jurisdiction is because of' the 

commitment of' each member to the 0 .. A., So of' non= 

intervention 1n the political and lite of another 

nation; but we uare of the mind that the O .. AoS .. bad 

an organic authority of' its own9 I mean it was an 

organ of its own right and had as its pr:ime respon­

sibility the ma:l.ntena..'lce of peace» at least one ot its 

prime responsibilities is the maintenance of peace 

in the hemisphere. 

Now, I want the record clear because 

mailJ" people do not know this record. We did not act 

as it we had no concern for anyoneo We acted first in 

protection .of our own Nationals9 immediately through 

the Councils of the Organization or American States.~~ 

and out of this Dominican crisis we found"' first of all~ 

that the O.,A.,S., hesitated~' too long; ssc:onct:cy'~ we found 

that the O.,A., S., did discover it did have juridical 
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a.uthor:i:ty to be able to send in peacekeeping operations; 

thirdl79 I think out of this tragectr, and it is a. trageczy- for 

us and for the Dominicans &..'l'ld :for Jr.an;y others, ·that out 

ot W.s tragedir llltlJ" wsll OOlJKl the establiab•·r1.ent of permanent 

peacekeeping forces on the put of the Organization of 

.Ameriaaa~ states so that when thars is ana.l"'aby and chaos and 

when paople seetll to be engaged in the sad and sordid business 

of slaughter~ that there can ba a provisional government 

established.!> that there can be Peacekeeping operations and 

that it can be done tiithout the Uhited Sta·tes of America 

having to do it .. 

'\<Fe don 9t wan·ii to do t.his.~~ rq good friendso 

May I sq that our heart is heavy '00::-:e..use ot what we 

think is a burdEm that 1 s been plaeed upon us. 1<8 do not 

mmt it9 and as you uoted.~~ when the .forces come in from Rt-azil 

or when they have come in fron1 other countries~ we have 

wi thdram OU\'" forces and tdll continue to do so~ 

In t.he meantime we will bs perfectly willing 

to place all of the ~can forces ur&der international. 

command and not have them under the command of an American 

of'ficero 

MRo PRIESTLAliD: As I unda":f"sta..l'ld it, sir, 

the root of' the trouble is the existence of Conmnmism 

in this hemisphereo P..ow are you going to get rid of that 
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threat while there is still Conmmism in Cbba? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: \illl» sir, 

part of the troubleD of course9 in the Dom:l.nican 

Republic was the concern over the intiltration or 

the Communist mo~nt and the very clever and ;ret aggressive 

hold that this movement gains on total disordero It 

doesn't take ma.qy highly disciplined Communist organizers 

and acti vista to be able to grab hold ot a rather fiuid 

situation» but I . would 883 that we have a job to do in this 

hemisphere if there wasn't a O:nnmuniat ar-ound» and you ask how 

do we intend to be able to proceed when there is Communism 

in <llba? 'Hlrough the Alliance for Progress» through the 

encouraging ot constitutional government, the encouragement 

ot it11 through improvement of educat.ion; md by the war. 
this is the first year since the establishment o£ the 

Alliance tor Progress wh.i.ch is ins what is it.~~ this 

is its fourth year now~ that the Alliance has produced 

economic results over and above the populationo 

1-1! think that by patient, persevering 

activity and coopera·tion between oursel.ws and the 

Oovemment and the peoples ot these fine Latin American 

countries, and the great people in these countries" that 
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we will be able to build and help to build., we will 

oontribllte to the building of a much more just 

societ,. in which the threat of the dictator and 

the <hmmunist will be rather meaninglesso 

MRo PRIES"r.LAND: Mt-.. Vice President, 

I am afraid we ha:ve been ambushed ey timao I "WOuld 

like to thank you very nmch~ indeed9 tor sparing 

some tor us .. 

* * * 
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