
~ am deeply honored to be here tonight with 

my friends of the National Urban League. 

This organization was founded in 1910 in the 
::==-

midst of the Progressive Era. You retain today the 

spirit of that era -- the spirit of innovation, 

experimentation, and commitment to social justice~ 

I You are sti II on the frontli nes of social and economic ~ , I ~ tA 
reform -- grappling with the basic issues fe%PJO~me~t, 

A---
education, housing, health care and recreation. 



. ' 

For the truth is simply this: vy_e ~ everybody 

in the difficult task of self-government. ~ {ytJo~ l 
We can no longer afford the luxury of squandering 

the resources of human skill~ intellect and ability 

through discrimination, poverty, disease and 
0 - ===-­--

And -- for the first time in hi story -- this 

nation possesses th~~tual resources and 
1 
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economic power to make every American a full . .... 
partner in this enterprise of democracy. 
~ 

~~/:.. We possess the knowledge and the wealth. But .. 
do we also possess the courage and compassion to do 

this job? Do we have thi1'in ner strength needed to 

build a society~~itizen enjoys an equal 

chance in tact -- and not just in theor~~---~~~~~­

J In recent years the American people have 

demonstrated their intention to answer "yes" to 

these questions. 

We have, 

elimination of legalized prejudice and di scri mi nation 

in America • 
.._ .. 
~ Many ~e and courageous people -- both ~ 
and white -- have risked their lives, 'trtd sometimes lost 

' 
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their lives, in carrying forward this assau It upon 

the barriers of legalized di scri mi nation. 

~ We can look with pride upon the dignity and 

compassion -- yes, even the love -- which has 

characterized the efforts of these courageous Americans. 

~ Their actions have demonstrated that freedom sti II 

lives on these shores. They have shown us that the 

quest for freedom is the strongest and most com 

:JJf in the world. 

:(' 'with the series of Supreme Court decisions 

culminating in the historic Brown v. Board of Education 

case in 1954 -- and with the series of Congressional 

actions leading to the Civi I Rights Act of 1964 and the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965 -- the initial phase of the 

civi I rights struggle is now drawing to a close. 
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~ Much remains to be done until these decisions 

of our government are fully implemented. But the 

fact these decisions were taken demonstrates, in 

compelling fashion, the intention of the American 

people to banish legalized inequality and di scri mi nation 

forever. 

~ In recent years we have also witnessed what 

your executive director, Whitney M. Young, Jr.. has 

termed the quiet revolution -- a revolution stemming 
n a > 

a -

from the encouraging increase of Negro enrollment 

in college and professional schools ••• from the 
= = ,. ... 

rising level of income among Negroes • • • from 
; . : ::::::-

the availability of more challenging and responsible 

job opportunities • • • and from the declining rate of -
school dropouts among Negroes as compared to the 

population in general. 
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Everyday we encounter fresh evidence that 

Negro Americans are succeeding despite the handicaps 

of prejudice ••• of closed doors • • • of limited or -
non-existent educational opportunities ••• and of the 

deep psychological wound of being a Negro in a period 

~ this usually impli~-~econd-class citizenshio - --
and the back-of-the-bu , 

.,...__,_ )..., There are, definite signs that our country ..... 
- ' 

wi II meet the challenge of providing every American 
~ 

with the chance to pursue his individual destiny in 
~ 

a eli mate of dignity freedom • 
• 

/..... Yet, as President Johnson pointed out in his 

historic address at Howard University : ..... tor 

the great majority of Negro Americans -- the poor, 

the unemployed, the uprooted, and the dispossessed 
'= -= ,....:== 
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-- there is a much grimmer story ••• for them 

the walls are rising and the gulf is widening.'' 
'-rm-v·aezmnmcz rna• 

L We are, in fact, in danger of creating two separate 

and distinc! Negr.? Am; ricas./ ~ Ameri~-c:~:: (]) 

of a minority of Negroes entering the mJddle 
5 
cl!s} 

has been the beneficiary ot the very real progress we 

see atJout us.& e other America, inhabited largely Q 
by the residents of our urban ghettoes and rural slums, 

has been increasingly isolated from this progress --

shunted aside in this march toward freedom and 

justice. WJ-~)#tJMJ~#W /iil.J.f --- ~ ...... ----- . 
~In his Howard University address, President _ 

Johnson set forth the tragic dimensions of this 

the vibrant promise of America and its 
,... ---. e 



... 
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&22ay the unemployment rate among Negroes 

IS tw1ce as high as among Whites. Thirty-five years 

ago it was about equal. 

L!}~Y the unemployment rate for Negro teen -age 

boys is 23 per cent as against 13 per cent for whites 

unemployed. J n 1948 it was actually lower for 

Negro youth • 

4 

l::_d2y the median income of Negro families compared 

to whites is lower than it was a decade ago. 

) Today infant mortality of nonwhites is 90 per cent 
L::.J:. 

greater than Whites. In 1940 it was 70 per cent. 

~ay the n u mller of White fami lies living in 

poverty has decreased 27 per cent since 1947. The -
number of poor nonwhite families has dropoed only 

3 per cent. 
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~e time has come to face these facts honestly. 

The time has come to appreciate how we have largely 

failed to make equal opportunity meaningful in many • • ---people 's lives as well in the nation's laws. The time 
__... ------- -has come to recognize that although our laws are 

~ -
more just than ever oefore, justice is for many a 

:;.= ,._ -
distant and unrealized promise. 

J!:.:.e enter this new phase of the Negro's struggle 

-- the phase dedicated to securing economic and 

social justice -- two general problems must oe isolated 

and confronted -- proolems of substance and proolems 

of spirit. 
~ 

l. We ~ow that the problems of substance are complex 

We can not identify a single aspect 
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I. We cannot emphasize just the need for more joDs, 

or better housing, or improved education. 

L.. More jobs cannot come without better education. 

L Better education awaits staDie families and 

neighborhoods. 

~ StaDie fa mi lies and neigh lxlrhoods require Detter 

housing and health facilities. 
a·x ·· tF"· · -

( And Detter housing and health facilities call for 

better jobs. 

L v~· 
Where do. begin to arrest this downward 

spiral of second-rate education, functional i I literacy, 

delinquency, dependence and despair? 

We can only begin by attacking_CUJ. these social . I 
-~~·~ 

ana economic i lis at ~~ -~ l#w~ "'11'-t ~ 1 

L We must also come to grips with the proDiem of ~. j 
spirit which plagues the Negro. We must understand 

that generations of prejudice, deprivation, disease, -
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and subservience have sown among many Negroes 

the seeds of profound despair~ apathy~ indifference 

and distrust. 

What can we expect when hope is resolutely 

crushed from the youn§j when there are no jo~ 

even tor the educate~ and no nomes in good 

neighoorhoods even for the hardworking? 

< What can we expect when a man's-~ly ~ 
is a comoination of numiltation~ insult and ----
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L The ori ins of this crisis of the spirit lie 

in old brutalities.L us impact is the result of est 

i nJus!!ce. [ ~d its virulence is susta1 ned by p~ent 

prejudices. 

/. So progress towards fu II citizenship Will come not 

only With uoeration from discrimination in housing, 

education, and jobs, but also with li oeration ot the 

spirit. -
( ~e~~ ot the ~t involves the exercise of 

man 1s uniquely human capacities: the potentiality 

for creativity and the opportunity to pursue excellence. . -
These are the qualities WhiCh produce not only a 

climate ot equal rights, out one ot equal respect, 

as well. 

L We make no pretense at knowing precisely 



what must be done to this dual challenge 

of substance and spirit. 

~o know, however, that the full resources of 

the federal government are committed to tt}i s complex task. 

--~-
~we know that cooperat!o must be the keynote--

cooperation between public and private, between national, 
.... VJTSW... _........ ,.plllVS'f'OiB< D 

~?,~~ _loc~l, between all conce~r;:~·bnly 
such a broad assault--wit;~e of commitment and =. ._.. ~· 
imagination --wi II be capable of 

ll!!llillifSf - ¢ 

altering this pattern of economic and social 

disintegration . .-Z Let me e"]Rhasi~e the great impact which the 

passage of Title VI of the Civi I Rights I Act of 1964 

will have on this cooperative effort~ We must--and 

we will--see that Title VI is enforced by all agencies 



of the federal government. Whether the 

federal assistance involves schools, hospitals, .... -
public housing, or higher education, the 

congressional mandate to achieve non -di scri mi nation 

is clear and unmistakable. 

i_ But to me the i mplem~e'"n-ta-ti-on-of_T_i-tle-~-1 -1-C-u .. -.. I ~ Y'rif-
involves ~ethan just the negativegosture of 

4 

enforcement--this ringing declaration by Congress - ~ 

creative affirmative aG-ti-efl. in our common struggle 

against discrimination, prejudice, and deprivation. 

In no area is there greater opportunity for 

constructive, cooperative relations than President 
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k e are committed to mobilizing the resources of 

a nation tfflt35 m i IIi on Amen cans out ot the 
1\-

st111 ng atmosphere of poverty into the fresh, 

invigorating ~ ot self-sufficiency, This is a task 

worthy ot ajf.!!J ano compassionate people. 

/....And whi le the fed era I government is prepared to 

carry mucn ot tne ourden, we know that victory 
. -

ultimately depends upon our receiving the enthusiastic 

support ot such non-governmental groups as the 

./Jv.1) ~National Urban League. 

~ ~ We are especially gratified that m}y Urban Lea ue 

~ ~ chapters have alreaoy assumed responsibility for local 

anti-poverty programs. And your continued assistance 

We need your help in reacht ng the poor and 



- 15 -

demonstrating to them that opportunity for a new 

life does exist. 
.:::::-

4 We need your help in developing neigh'!!!"ho~d 
organizations and block co unci Is -- those units so 

vital in the struggle for self-sufficiency and self--=- .... 
respect. -
/ we need your help in d_!V~!~ng anti-poverty 

approaches and techniques which have direct impact ---- -. - ----
on the lives of people. 

; We need your help in finding meaningful jobs 

for those who participate in training and educational 

programs -- and in expanding housing facilities and 

other allied community services. 

And we need your help in developing leadership 

to carry forward the war-on-poverty, to plan and 

administer community action programs -- Head Start 
£~ 
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projects, Job Corps centers and the like -- and 

to develop constructive recommendations for 

improving the operation of the anti -poverty program. 

iJ ndeed, we encourage constructive criticism. We --, 
intend to discard programs that don 1t work. We wi II 

expand those that do. And we are depending upon 

you to assist us in reaching these decisions. 

J, The problems of substance and spirit require all 

the c m assion, commitment, and ingenuity we can 

muster J.u r laoors must be recorded not in the .,.. 
headlines of the daily press but in the minds and _,.. 
hearts of those who seldom read newspapers at all. 

,t( Our progress must be measured not inYumber 

of programs funded or dollars allocated, but in the 
-==--. -

improvement in the lives of those afflicted by -
poverty and prejudice. 
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And, in the end, our goal must be to h~~ j 

the inhabitants of the other Negro America".(J the 

land left in the backwash of recent progress -- to 

step forward confidently into this new, vibrant era 

of opportunity and freedom. 



~oughout ~ this cont'erence -- and 

throughout its many years 0'£ service -- the National Urban - ..... 
League bas been urging efforts, both private' and public~ to 

-::z - ' 
help people to help themselves. 

~ -:.:: ~ ---- --==-
~have given eloquent meaning to the warda spoken over 

two thousand years ago by the great Hebrew philosopher ~llel: 

!,-& will I 
,, 11 1 3' 1M:1 I £1111 ia 

"It I am not tor D11'Sel:r, who will be tor me? - •••• 

But it I am only tor myself~ what am I? " 

~then he sdded1 

l • ~d 1t' not now, when? • 

l Y.:'' MJ frienda, if net noor 1 when? , 

u..~~~~~~ 
~ ~ ~ A/()4/ I. 
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REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
BEFORE THE NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE, MIAMI, FLORIDA 
AUGUST 3, 1965 

I am deeply honored to be here tonight with my friends of the National Urban 

League. 

This organization was founded in 1910 in the midst of the Progressive Era. 

You retain today the spirit of that era -- the spirit of innovation, experimentation, and 

commitment to social justice. You are still on the frontlines of social and economic 

reform -- grappling with the basic issues of employment, education, hous ing, health 

care and recreation. 

During the years of your founding, the American people worked to preserve 

the rights and privileges of the individual in a time of rapid industrialization --

attempting to build a social and economic order free of special privilege and discrimination. 

These same issues of social and economic justice concern the American 

people today. 

For the truth is simply this: We need everybody in the difficult task of self-

government. 

We can no longer afford the luxury of squandering the resources of human skills, 

intellect and ability through discrimination, poverty, disease and illiteracy. 

And -- for the first time in history -- this nation possesses the intellectual 

resources and economic power to make every American a full partner in this enterprise 

of democracy. 

We possess the knowledge and the wealth. But do we also possess the courage 

and compassion to do this job? Do we have the inner strength needed to build a society 
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where every citizen enjoys an equal chance in fact -- and not just in theory? 

In recent years the American people have demonstrated their intention to answer "yes" 

to these questions. 

We have, for example, witnessed the virtual elimination of legalized prejudice 

and discrimination in America. 

Many brave and courageous people -- both black and white -- have risked their 

lives, and sometimes lost their lives, in carrying forward this assault upon the barriers of 

legalized discrimination. 

We can look with pride upon the dignity and compassion -- yes, even the love -­

which ha s characterized the efforts of these courageous Americans. 

Their actions have demonstrated that freedom still lives on these shores. They 

have shown us that the quest for freedom is the strongest and most compelling force in 

the world. 

With the series of Supreme Court decisions culminating in the historic Brown v. Board 

of Education ca se in 1954 -- and with the series of Congressional actions leading to the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 -- the initial phase of the 

civil rights struggle is now drawing to a close. 

Much remains to be done until these decisions of our government are fully implemented. 

But the fact thesedecisions were taken demonstrates, in compelling fashion, the intention 

of the American people to banish legalized inequality and discrimination forever. 

In recent years we have also witnessed what your executive director, Whitney M. 

Young, Jr., ha s termed the quiet revolution -- a revolution stemming from the encouraging 

increase of Negro enrollment in college and professional schools ... from the rising level 
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• of income among Negroes ... from the availability of more challenging and responsible 

l job opportunities . . • and from the declining rate of school dropouts among Negroes as com­

pared to the population in general. 

Everyday we encounter fresh evidence that Negro Americans are succeeding despite 

the handicaps of prejudice ... of closed doors •.. of limited or non-existent educational 

opportunities ..• and of the deep psychological wound of being a Negro in a period where this 

usually implied second-class citizenship and the back-of-the-bus. 

There are, then, definite signs that our country will meet the challenge of providing 

every American with the chance to pursue his individual destiny in a climate of dignity and 

freedom. 

Yet, as President Johnson pointed out in his historic address at Howard University: 

" for the great majority of Negro Americans --the poor, the unemployed, the uprooted, 

and the dispossessed -- there is a much grimmer story . . . for them the walls are 

rising and the gulf is widening. " 

We are , in fact, in danger of creating two separate and distinct Negro Americas. 

One America, comprised of a minority of Negroes entering the middle class, has been 

the beneficiary of the very real progress we see about us. The other America, inhabited 

la rgely by the residents of our urban ghettoes and rural slums, has been increasingly isolated 

from this progress -- shunted aside in this march toward freedom and justice . 

In his Howard University address, President Johnson set forth the tragic dimensions 

of this American failure -- this broadening of the gap between the vibrant promise of Americ a 

and its hollow fulfillment~ 
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Today the unemployment rate among Negroes is twice as high as among whites. 

1 Thirty-five years ago it was about equal. 

Today the unemployment rate for Negro teen-age boys is 23 per cent as against 

13 per cent for whites unemployed. In 1948 it was actually lower for Negro youth. 

Today the median income of Negro families compared to whites is lower than it 

was a decade ago. 

Today infant mortality of nonwhites is 90 per cent greater than whites. In 1940 it was 70 

pe r cent. 

Today the number of white families living in poverty has decreased 27 per cent 

since 1947. The number of poor nonwhite families has dropped only 3 per cent. 

The time has come to fact these facts honestly. The time has come to appreciate 

how we have largely failed to make equal opportunity meaningful in many people's lives 

as well in ~he nation's laws. The time has come to recognize that although our laws 

are more just than ever before, justice is for many a distant and unrealized promise. 

As we enter this new phase of the Negro's struggle -- the phase dedicated to securing 

economic and social justice -- two general problems must be isolated and confronted --

problems of substance and problems of spirit. 

We know that tie problems of substance are complex and intertwined. We cannot 

identify a single aspect of the Negro's life and try to deal with it alone. We can not 

emphas ize just the need for more jobs, or better housing, or improved education. 

More jobs cannot come without better education. 

Better education awaits stable families and neighborhoods. 
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Stable families and neighborhoods require better housing and health facilities. 

And better housing and health facilities call for better jobs. 

Where do you begin to arrest this downward spiral of second-rate education, 

functional illiteracy, delinquency, dependence and despair? 

We can only begin by attacking all these social and economic ills at once. 

We must also come to grips with the problem of spirit which plagues the Negro. 

We must understand that generations of prejudice, deprivation, disease, and subservience 

have sown among many Negroes the seeds of profound despair, apathy, indifference and distrust . 

What can we expect when hope is resolutely crushed from the young, when there are no 

jobs even for the educated, and no homes in good neighborhoods even for the hardworking? 

What can we expect when a man's daily regimen is a combination of humiliation, 

insult and embarrassment? 

Is it surprising that authorities on human rights emphasize the need to replace 

the attitudes of unimportance and inferiority with the qualities of self-respect and self­

confidence? 

The origins of this crisis of the spirit lie in old brutalities. Its impact is the result 

of past injustice. And its virulence is sustained by present prejudices. 

So progress towards full citizenship will come not only with liberation from 

discrimination in housing, education, and jobs, but also with liberation of the spirit. 

Liberation of the spirit involves the exercise of man's uniquely human capacities: 

the potentiality for creativity and the opportunity to pursue excellence. The se are the qualities 

which produce not only a climate of equal rights, but one of equal respect, as well. 
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' We make no pretense at knowing precisely what must be done to combat this dual 

l challenge of substance and spirit. 

We do know, however, that the full resources of the federal government are committed 

to this complex task. 

And we know that cooperation must be the keynote -- cooperation between public 

and private, between national, state and local, between all concerned parties. Only 

such a broad assault -- with a sense of commitment and imagination unknown until now 

-- will be capable of altering this pattern of economic and social disintegration. 

In no area is there greater opportunity for constructive, cooperation relations 

than President Johnson's war-on-poverty. 

We are committed to mobilizing the resources of a nation to lift - 35 million 

Americans out of the stifling atmosphere of poverty into the fresh, invigorating air of 

self-sufficiency. This is a task wort.l-}y of a free and compassionate people. 

And while the federal government is prepared to carry much of the burden, we know that 

victory ultimately depends upon our receiving the enthusiastic support of such non­

governmental groups as the National Urban League. 

We are especially gratified that many Urban League chapters have already 

assumed responsibility for local anti -poverty programs. And your continued assistance 

is crucial. 

We need your help in reaching the poor and demonstrating to them that opportunity 

for a new life does exist. 

We need your help in developing neighborhood organizations and block councils 

those units so vital in the struggle for self--sufficien~y and self-respect. 
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' We need your help in developing anti - poverty approaches and techniques which 

' ·l have direct impact on the lives of people . 

We need your help in finding meaningful jobs for those who partic ipate in training 

and educational programs -- and in expanding housing fac ilities and other allied community 

services. 

A11d we need your help in developing leadership to carr y forward the war-on-poverty, 

to plan and administer community action programs - - Head Start projects , Job Corps 

centers and the like -- and to develop constructive recommendations for improving 

the operation of the anti-poverty program. 

Indeed, we encourage c ons tructive c r iticism. We intend to discard program s 

that don't:work. We will expand those that do. And we are de pending upon you to ass ist 

us in reaching these decisions. 

The problems of substance and spirit require all the compassion, commitment, and 

ingenuity we can muster. Our labors must be recorded not in the headlines of the daily 

press but in the minds and hearts of those who seldom read newspapers at all . 

Our progress must be measured not in number of programs funded or dollars allocated, 

but in the improvement in the live s of those afflicted by poverty and prejudice. 

And, in the end, our goal must be to he lp the inhabitants of the other Negro 

America -- the land left in the backwash of r ecent progress-- to step forward confidently 

into this new, vibrant e r a of oppor tunity and freedom. 
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