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~ (f\t t t -...A~ REMARKS BY 

VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

~~~~.--~r:---V-:Ef-.;E~RANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

h'~ UGUST 16, 1965 

I am honored to deliver the keynote address ~f 
~.,.£ oreign Wars of the United States. ~ T' 

I am grateful to your Commander in Chief, --
Buck Jenkins, for his kind words of introduction. --

President Johnson, before I left Washington, 

ed me to convey to you his appreciation for the 

od work you have done throughout the years --

and today as well -- to make this a safer and freer 

world • 
.-
~ 

appreciation • 

.,~~ 
-.--..~ ~~ 
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f..vou cannot realize how much it means to 

your government to know that there are strong and 

brave Americans standing in support when that 

support is most needed. 

~ When n:c_::S!_ty dictate2 action in the _E,~~ .?f 
Tonkin and in the Caribbean your Commander-in-Chief 
~ '=- - tt liiHlJtMaeqll -. 

telegraphed the President your firm pledge of support. -=- . ,< A few months ago, during a time of uncertainty 

in the Atlantic Alliance, you demonstrated this nation 's 

commitment to that Alliance and to NATO when you conferred 

your Bernard Baruch Gold Medal on General Lyman 
. - :gag --~mnjg_er before representatives of ~I N_ATO nations. 

J.. And then you sent your Commander-in-chief to 

Southeast Asidl to tell the lea]ers and the people of that 

part of the world that the VFW stood with President ---·--· --~- ---- ~ 
Johnson and the pledges this country had made there4P 

-

r 

I 

v 



- 3 -

Buck Jenkins visited, too, our men in uniform in 
==='===== • 

Southeast Asia. He went to the Cambodian frontier 
zen -:e.=·,_ :ma 'rtf 

• • • to the surrounded base of Da Nang • • • to the 

Marine beachhead at Chu Lai to tell our men that you 

were with them. 

L Today -- facing great challenges in the world and 

at home -- we Americans must work together in unity, - - - -
We cannot afford in this country to give way to 

animosities and prejudice and division. - ::::. j Your leadership in hel~ing to create that national 

/ 

stref}9th and unity ~aaa~-• ••~..- needed more -+...1• .,.._ - -----
~today. 
~ But let me get to what is on our minds. 

Today in Vietnam we are being tested by strong ......... 
and tenacious ~Y~J$Mies. We face an assault by an 

enemy organized in detai I • . . trained in depth • • . - =- e· r w 
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skilled in a strange kind of warfare we Americans have only -
- to understand • .f!e face an assault by adver~Q,es 
able to infiltrate thousands of men across boundaries ••• 

to regroup those men into disciplined units ••• to 
M'?erocrnF.e.tn,.... 

attack weak points and then to fade away in face of 

equal or superior strength.L..We face an assault by men 

who use terror and assassination against civi Hans as 

~s. 

i,.J.. We face something else as well: The fact that 

the totalitarians feel that time is on their side -- and -
their belief that we wi II inevitably ti~ and withdraw. -L Today there are voices raised in this land which 

say: "Why are we there? Why do we fight? Let us --
pull back to a safer, easier place." 

L ro these voices I answer with the ~?~~s of 

Winston Churchill. 
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LJ n 1940, Churchill was asked 'Why does Britain 

fight?" - .. 

And Churchill said: "If we left off fighting, you 

would soon find out. " 

In Vietnam, if we left off fighting we would soon 

find out. 
a rs-==-

For Vietnam is the testing ground of that misnamed 
- u nn'F"'t ec a 

•war of nationgl liberatign... (And what a cruel joke 

this " liberation" really is: Liberation from life, from - .. -
property, from justice, from human dignity). -=-- ---L By this new form of totalitarian aggression -- and 

that is what it is -- our adversaries seek to demonstrate 

once and for all that "peaceful coexistence" does not -·-
work. They seek to demonstrate that aggression and 

reckless militancy bri ng"ctory. They seek to demonstrate 

-- as Hitler and Stalin tried to do -- that 

democracies are weak and flabby They seek to 
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demonstrate tnat, wnen faced with a choice, democracies 

wi II sacrifice small nations to save, even temporarily, 
-- ·'~ ,.. 

their own hides. 0Akl ~14,h. ~= 
Three Presidents of the United States have """'1• 

pledged this nation to the defense of South Vietnam. 
tr uz-=war-

L.J.hree Presidents of the United States have given 
~.-.~ 

notice to the Communist aggressors: The cost of 
---- A 
ag9ression cw.~.~-!Q9.., .. hl5Jh~ You must leave your 

neighbors alo!J!• 

~l Make no mistake about it. If aggression succeeds 

in one part of this world, it will quickly follow elsewnere. 

~If we fail to stand toda~ we shall have to stand tomorrow 

even closer to home. 



Let it be known, then, that we wi II honor 

our commitment in Vietnam, just as we honor our -
commitments in other parts of the world, 

/ Now, j~t w~ a:; o~ oDl::!ives in Vietnam? 

~ Our first objective is to prove to the Communist 

aggressors that free men wi II not yield to force of arms. 

i That is why we have strengthened our forces in 

Vietnam. That is why we have increased our assistcnce 

to a brave South Vietnamese army and a brave South 

VietnamES'e people. 

/....That South Vietnamese army since 1961 has 

suffered 25 thousand dead and 51 thousand wounded --



-
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greater losses, in proportion to population, than we 

suffered in all of World War II; ten times our losses 
.._-,c , rum n" 

in the Korean War. 
m~ St'M ---

~That South Vietnamese people, last year alone, 

lost 436 local officials assassination ••• lost another 

1,100 officials to kidnaping and an unknown fate .•• 

lost 11,000 civilians to murder, kidnaping and forced 

labor -- but, in ;ace of i'l!im~~on, turned out to vgJf ~ 

in recent elections in far higher percentages than we 

usually reach in our own American elections, A full 

67 per cent of South Vietnamese adults -- under 

threat of death -- registered to vote. And some 73 

per cent of those registered did vote. 

~ur second objective -- once we prove to the 

aggressors that aggression wi II not work -- is to bring 

a just eeace to a land that has gone too long without 
- - - · -- rm ·=-, s· z 

peace. 
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"We have made it clear, again and again, that 

we are ready to negotiate toward that just peace. 

J.ror, as our President has said, we fear the 

meeting room no more than we fear the battlefield. 

No less than fifteen times we have offered to 

begin discussions.~nati~ns have sought to bring 

the aggressors to the conference table. 

But the reply has been no. -- 4 fii'IM...-.,._-c -. 
~ What must we do? 

~We must continue to resist aggression. And 

we must continue to pursue peace. 

~ We must make the aggressors realize that 

democracies have learned their lessons well• We must 

make them realize that our patience is greater than 

theirs and that time is on our side. _...,... 
.......... ---
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And at the same time we must continue to 

recognize that the people of Vietnam -- as people 

everywhere -- must have ~of a better day. 

We must continue to do all we can to help create, 

in South Vietnam --in Southeast Asia, in all places 

where man desperately hopes for a new tomorrow --

we must help create societies which offer man something 

to live and work for. 

L Let us not forget: 
• 

The • real revolution in the world 

today is the revolution which took flame from our own in 

America -- the revolution toward opportunity, human 

dignity, self-cletermi nation and self-respect • .......... 
(!e are the authors of this world revolution. It 

is our obligation, in our strength and wealth, to give it 

continued life. And it is --in Vietnam, in Europe, 
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in Latin America, in great nations and small --our 

obligation to defend it when it is threatened by ruthless 

force. And this we shall doe .... 
L We are meeting the respon si bi li ties of leadership 

and we are meeting them w¥i(th and~?,~~e. 

L S!e!Jih and courag~ re what we will need. 

For there is no end in sight to the burdens we 

must carry ••• to the challenges we face. 

L, The American people are a~·;eat-pe:ple. And 

greatness is what the times demand. 
===---

The American for today and tomorrow must be 

-- wi II be -- the same restless, adventurous, citizen 

as his forebears. 

I see him as the son of a rich nation, yet a 

person of conscience with a deep concern for his 
ffliftcW!F'rl\:V · 21* c t • 

fellow man. ___ ...-__ 
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see him as one who has defeated the enemies 

of freedom, yet extends the hand of friendship and 

cooperation to build a new and better world community. 

L1 see him surrounded by materialism, yet 

questioning its value ••• impatient with things as 

they are, but not impetuous in remedy or judgment. 
/ =· 7~ -·-·='9'"''~ 

~. S~ongt but not belligerent. 

~ Wi IIi ng to debate, but able to decide. 

Yes, the road ahead demands an American 

nation fully a ole to wear the mantle of leadership. 

~ And so today we are building here at home an 

America both free and secure -- a nation, under God, 

truly indivisible with lioerty and justice for all. 

<.And in this task we ask your continued help: 

The task of extending opportunity and justice to all 
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our citizens ••• the task of building a vigorous and 

expanding economy • • • the task of forging a nation 
..,.,..U"'V'·;=ni?':1!i"':-r:~ -

of free people at>le to stand a contest of wi II with any 

totalitarian. :Jl-

-z::mericans, too, are devoting ourselves today 

to the belief that what we do is not for our benefit 

alone, out for the benefit of all mankind. 

And again in this task, too, we ask your continued 

help: The task of helping struggling nations into 

c~izenshiQ in the world. (And make no mistake aoout 

it, these nations -- a fLII two-thirds of the world --

are targets for those who promise quick and easy 
------111111!--~ ._.. 

solutions to old and complex prol>lems. ---
( And, finally, in America today we are putting 

ourselves to the greatest test which free men face --
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the willingness to risk our lives, fortune and sacred --
honor on alien soi I to keep a commitment; to resist 

the aggressor; to restore the peace. 

L Each man here today ~as , at one time, put 

himself to that same test. 

L.., And each man here stood his ground for his 

country and for freedom. ........ .... 
The Family of Man has much to lose to the 

takers. • • the destroyers • • . the aggressors. The 

Family of Man has much to gain in a world of peace 

and opportunity. 

There is a time when men must stand in face 

of force and those who break the peace. 

In the words of our President: ''VVe wi II stand 

in Vietnam. " 
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w~ disagree completely. But since it is important 

that the rights of a minority b~ protected, we might 

w~ll adopt the attitud~ of VoltairP. when he said --

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: If you will, let 

m~ apologiz~. We have made certain arrangem~nts 

and they wish the Vice President to be brought in 

right now. 
( pplaus e . ) 

CHAIRMAN SODEN: s~rgeant-at-Arme, you will 

escort to this rostrum the Honorable Hubert Humphrey, 

Vice President of the United States and Mrs. Humphrey. 

All plea se remain standing. 

(Applause.) 

CH IR~~N SODEN: Also accompanying the Vice 

PrPsident i? the Honorable Richard J. Daley, the 

Mayor of the City of Chicago. Let's h~ar a hand. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN SODEN: lso being ~scorted to the 

rostrum is th~ Govp rnor of the State of Missouri, 

the Honorable W~rren E. Hearnes. Let's give him a hand. 

(Applause.) 

CH~ IRMAN SODEN: Now, to bring the grPetings 

of thP Governor of Illinois, th~ Honorable Ot to 

19 



Kerner, I~d like to present to you former State Sena­

tor, now the Administrative Agent of the Governor, 

Robert Maher, Administrative Assistant. 

(Applause.) 

MR. MAHER: Thank you, Chairman Soden. Ladies 

and comrades and our distinguished guests, and Mr. 

Vice President and Mrs. Humphrey, it is my honor 

to appear here this morning to extend the greetings 

of Governor Kerner to all of you fine people in the 

State of Illinois. 

We are most happy and proud that you are 

with us at this time. I am sorry, and the Governor 

is sorry, he could not attend this morning, but he 

asked me to extend to you, to each of you, his 

best wishes and his heartiest congratulations on 

choosing the City of Chicag6 and the State of Illinois 

for your convention at this time. 

We hope you all have a very fine time. 

Thank you very kindly. 

(Applaus~) 

CHAIRMAN SODEN: Bob, it gives me a great deal 

of pleasure to present you with this guest's badge 

to wear at the cbnvention and you will be entitled 

20 



• 

to all the privileges and hospitality of a dis­

tinguished guest. 

MR. MAHER: Thank you very much. 

(Applause.} 

CHAIRMAN SODEN: And now it is an honor and a 

privilege for me to present to you a man, an out­

standing American, a man who heads up what I consider 

the finest city in the nation, and during his term 

of office has been somewhat of a construction man, 

because of the outstanding job that he has done in 

rebuilding our great city, the Queen of the Midwest, 

and I am sure that you will agree that there is no 

other lake front comparable to the City of Chicago. 

So, it is indeed an honor and a privilege 

to present to you the Honorable Richard J. Daley, 

Mayor of the City of Chicago. 

(Applause.} 

MAYOR DALEY: Thank you very much, Commander 

Soden. Great Americans, Outstanding Vice President, 

Hubert Humphrey, Mrs. Humphrey, members of the mili­

tary , governors , distinguished officials and dele­

gates to the convention of the V.F.W., we in Chicago 

are happy you are holding your convention here, 

21 



beca ~ewe know what you repr0Hent thr·uvn1 \merjc . 

because we are amil r ~ith y;ur action~ nur 

cities. 

In these troubles~me times, w netd 1he 

help and assistance and the uidance and nr-- ugges ·on"' 

of organizations such aq the Veterans of Foreign War 

because you and your nrganizat on have b~en and are 

interested in the probl ms confronting us in the 

fields of better oppor unities for educat on better 

opportunities for employment, in the ta k of tryjng 

to translate the great national programs n•o the 

r ank-and-file of our cit zens which the Vjce Pre~iden t 

and the President have done so ably and so courageously 

and so constructively . 

Your organ izatjon , in its effort t' pro-

vide leadership and at time when leadershln is so 

necessary in civil, as well as in the m i 

munity, and the mil itary life . Your s .n 

c )fn-

n he 

various problems of today s ample evidence of what 

the men and women of thi~ great organiza·~rn are 

doing throughout our c:::>untry. o, v1e in :hicap.;o 

are happy you've come to ~ee us. We are a great 

metropolitan city. We are no perfect we ave n 



beaut i u l J k e f r 0 n t ' D u t w p a ] . 0 h a v p t r I) n .. !' y 

over of slum and blight, w C'h ~;.e a1·e d d.·· Pd t 

remove. 

We have wona rfu ~ch ols ~f i hP- Ed 1 H-

tion, but we also hav pock 

are t rying to elimjnate under Lhe great narlnn· 1 

programs of the Preside t and the Vice Pre lden·. 

But we ne ed the help of thouqands and tL sa d" of 

peop le and are receiving it from the memb·rs h of 

this fine organ ization. 

W hope yo~ sea little of o1r c··.y be­

caus e , like any other c'ty, we a re proud f many f 

our achievements . a~ th C mmander s ~el sE~d. 

We are proud of the fact that n all th. nE· ~JoJ.:hb,.Jrhooos 

and communiti es of Chicaeo and Chicagoland, there is 

great leadership in he V . . W. 

So, again, to all of you, m~u YJ r ~ta~ 

be a pleasant one , may yo come back ana sc 1~ ~ga· 

and again, and I am sorry I can't lnv l te :r·' .t t'' t n 

Worlds Series at the 'hite .,ox Ball ark. 

Applause . ) 

CHAIRMAN SODEN: I ls with a gre tOtal of 

pleasure I present you with this guest•~ b~dge. I 

23 



hope you w i 11 wear i at t he c ) n , en t 1 o . and T z{ n ', w 

you ' ll be entitled tn a , •. f' ( • !" 

tingu ished guest. 

MAYOR DALEY: Thank y u. 

CHAIRMAN SODEl': There ·t f! going t br a J .i ttJ e 

controversy on the stage abo~t the WorldP rle~. 

(Laughter.) 

CHAIRMAN SODEN: At this time , for the pur o~e 

of presentations, I would like to prerent to -otl a 

lady who I hold in very high esteem, · who ha~ lPd the 

Ladies Auxiliary to new heights . ... o , it g~ves me a 

great dea l of pleasure to prPsent to you ~rs. rthur 

Klugow, National Preside of the Ladies lux 1 ia~y. 

( Applause .) 

MRS. KLUG OW: Chairman Soden, CommandPr-tn-~hief 

Jenkins, our Nationa l V ce President Hum hrey and 

his lovely wife, distingu shed gue. s, my n ~r .p 

sisters and friends, ma7 I tell yot.t hov Jrtu.cn the 

Ladies Auxiliary to the Ve er ns f ForP·~n War~ 

are enjoying the gr·at City of Chicago. and t1~ 

comparable great State of Illinoi~ . 

Every though t has been given t~ ~ur comfJrt 

and I am sure that the :r,adl~"s Auxiliary Conv"'n .ion 

? + 



will be on e of th e gr~"a P"'t bec~use of the h rri tR 1 · .v 

that has been extend d us . a I 1 an \ ... l "~· 

assembled for a 1 o th 1 r c:::>r.ce rn, t hoi:r n ,., t · · n 

to the work of 'lur or gan i za t on a nd to t · 1 l '")U t.h"lt 

we are on the road ur . ho pi nr; hat we wil he:>xt year 

reach greater heights. 

It is now my pleasure to present you 

our National Patriotic Instructor. Sister .Fl r enee 

Travis, of Wyoming, for he purpose of making ore -

sentations to the ~ayor of he ity of Ch a~o and 

the representative of the G vernor f th at e o f 

Illinois. 

C p lause.) 

MRS. TRAVIS: Thank y ~. Commander- - hl ef , 

distinguished gtest~, eterans of the Fore _gn Wars, 

and ladies of the Auxiliarv. thn American Plag s 

the most mportant embl m of t e Un!~ed tat ~ o P 

America ·nd th~ men who he ed n g overn h ' r ,.,a t 

land of ours are very 'mpor t a t to us a l so. 

Today we are prou to honor Mr. 1~ h r. 

representing he Hon 0ra 1e n vern~r Kern e • ~ the 

State of Illinois, an a tn~ n rable Ma y or la ' ey f 

the City of Chicago, and t o exrress our t h2 nk ~ by 

r C: 
J 



. .... 
J.L 

or ganization recogn~ ··p •• u r r i f t y - ·- t a r f .. . r 

a glorlou~ symbol of E gr.c- (:st nat· n ar 

It reJ.:resen sou r hi he., liP'ls nd it rs rr>~ 

us to plan principJes of human program ·no •.,...p d:J.n. 

This is the lag f every loya ArnPr·can 

cit izen, whether he i~ wh te or black, r'ct r 

poor, and r egardless f religious or pol' i~al 

be lief s. 

The brave en who served in · r f rcE."" 

represen t all races and all crPeds ; yet '{ foJght 

and died together. What wa8 lmporran ,.. t. ('ffi. th y 

we r e all Americans. 

Many of these ArrPr can flag r to 

you our historic past and may they be a romise of 

l ib e r ty and justice or o1r future. 

(Apolausr>. 

MRS . KLUGOW: Thank you . \\e pres nt "" u 

no w these American flags. 

(ApplausA.) 

MRS . KLUGOW: Dur1ng he bP~ n in 

1964-65 term, it was my g-od fortune to vj~·~ w 

ma n y devoted ladies in the Armed Forcos. wa. 



es cc ally jmpresse ~'t 

of the omen who ar · f rv:n ln the i.n t r r 

our United States ~r mP,: a. r. · ,., ~ vry 

short) the unsung h 1·otne JWard wa~ C"' 1 ' 1 bl'. by 

the Ladies Auxiliaxy t t "'Veve ranfl .. ~ k',r LP"n vax•c . 

This award js given • a woman in the \rm d ..., • t:. 3 

of the United .)tates JVerseas, or a woman 

with the Armed Force"' overseas who has nerf rrned a 

act far beyond thP c· ll of duty. A 11 the ,.. 'rnmanders 

and all our services overseas rece~ved thf anr ,uncf:" -

ment of the Unsung rotnP Award, and i~ be'~g a 

nom in at i on pane 1 o d i s t 1 n g u i s he d a n d i m ,..) a :r •J i · ., 

judges, they ~ele cte d the first w.:.n "r, L' l 1 ·.r:ant 

Helen M. Glavinov ic h . 

. 
Lie tenant Glavinr1vLch, w ll ::··u p]P.ase 

step forward? 

Here is our wlnn r ~1ho has bePn f' -,: tc., 

us by the Air ForcP fr~m Spa·n . 

I'd like - "\ t~-'ll ycu a little b 1 f ao ut 

this winner. L i e u ~ en a n t G l a v 1 n o vi c h per r l' m.::: ' e r 

act of heroism fol~ wir.g he 

on April ?Oth, 196S. of a ~avy 67 pa:rachu•e sign~l 

flare which struck erry H. Pars n of tr.e ·;nit ~d 



States Navy, penetrating h's nP vjs, A 1 ;. r • ~ll ~ I e 

flare was still armed and su.J,i<=>ct tJ det ~"" 

it was successfully l'(mOV'"'rl. •lnd disposeu 

ever, the patient dev lone( n as gangr n · !1~ r~t0niti..-

'"~ h i c h w 0 u 1 d u 1 t i m a e 1 . r p r 0 v E' r r t a l u n 1 ,_., L s (> 4 c K '::! d . 

When the staff physlcian dec dr->d to 1.r&nsL· .. 'l' ,'.f 

patient to the U.S .. Ho.tland, a submarine --,·nuer 

a t Rota Naval Station , Spain, a distance of 3 0 miles. 

where he could be ubj cted to decompre~s· r in a 

decompression chamber. thus forcing oxygen t ) t 1 ~ 

blood stream, Lieut _nant G1nv:.. 0vich vo1 n' c r•~cJ tJ 

be the nurse on thP. t am th&' would ace ,rro~ny the 

patient and also stay wjt n hlm durin~ the DPsr·~ns 

in the decompression chamb~~. 

' Fol lowing th e flight, the patient was in 

the decompression chamber four tlmP.n, and \bPn ou 

of the chamber, requ·red around-the-clnck ca~e fl ·Offi 

Lieutenant Glavinovlch and the o her m~a·cul oerf~nne: 

because of his critJca1 Ln,j 1Jrit.:". Twice l.n tlv- d '-

compression cham(?er a majrr artery ruptured, 

necessitating decomprPs~Lng the patient nnd tis 

attendants rapidly wjtho.lt th~'"· usual recomrnPnded 

procedures, thus subjecting them to possible 

28 



11 The r·· n · ( n.o h "~ gh J y co 1 t + • v 

both decompress: .:>n 5 nc i oents were a'(' nf! 

fac ors in saving the ~atient ' s lif , " 

reads the entry f:led f~r he Award on be. a ~ 

Lieutenant Glavinovlch . 

.. 

.l 

Colonel I. Louis Hoffman, of the n1ted 

States Air Force, wh slgned her entry, ca ~a 

Lieutenant Glavlnoviuh's act, 'dedicated p~rr0rrr-

ance of duty under th mo t unu~ual and ~a-ardous 

conditions. 11 He sa· d fur·her, "Hi h tb")Ufht nn Jy 

for the benefit of a cri tically injured p tl~nl , 

she volunteered for ~n a~~~gnment lnvolv~n~ lrug 

hours of vigil&nt carP, as weJl as poss!bJe ~a~ards 

to her own health and well being . '' 

Lieut~nant !P.ler. Glailinov.i.ch, '),, D l1alt 

of the Ladies Auxiliary t~ the Veteran~ af F·rp · ~n 

Wars of the United ~t t s. :it :!:--my nrivi lq::;r~ t.~ 

present this cltatlon . and with it ~ur chef'k f r 

five hundred do llars. 



"TnA u.dioq .. xilia.ry of th ... 

Vot~ran~ of Foroign W~rs of the •nitod 

StatAs a~ards thie cit tion to First 

Lieutenant u~lPn M. G~av nov ich. tho 

Unsung HProinq of 1965, for carrying out 

fleeting unusual crPdit on our country 

and on tho d.mericau womon, givPn und~r 

our hand and tho official ~qal of thP 

Ladies ·Auxiliary of thP VPtorans of 

Foreign Wars on this 17th day of August, 

1965, in Chicago, Illinois, Marie Klu~ow, 

National Presidpnt; atto Qt1 g, Haz~l 

Miller, National SPc r,.,tary. " 

(.npplaUSP,.) 

MRS. KLUGOW: Wp know hor affoctionatoly a~ 

"Helpn" now. It is d gr oat honor for mq to b~ 

the first to award to a dos"'rving young lady who 

has served in thA intor,..stQ of our ~rmod Frrrnp 

beyond and abovp her ordin~ y duty. 

Lieutenant Glavinov1ch. 

(H.pplau~"'.) 
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LIEUTENANT GLAVINOVI CH : 1'hank you .: 

and that you for thjs ~n. t •' t:: • 

( ApoLausr~. 

CHAIRMAN SODEN: A. d 1 '·n sur e the mc-;n '1:!.' th,.; 

organization j:Jin wl ,h me ' n hon()ri1g "-hl. 

ing young lady . 

And now .• - sha 11 turn over to t hP. Com•nand ·r 

in - Chief~ this convention. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN SODEN: I wan ~ to present tc y·u !~iQ 

solid gold convention bad ge as a ccmmernora t · )r 0 

our convention part. and I' llke to pref n t0 

this gavel and I wish for ,•rou a sul'.!ct>ssfu , fru· ful 

and outstanding conv ntion. Jt ' s bern ,y . · s·..lr 

to serve as Convention Corporation Pres',er'" rd 

I want to thank you or giving me ,hP oro~r·un•ty. 

Thank you. 

COMMANDER-IN- HI EF ,JT<. KIN;: Let 1 s f • 'y 

Soden a wond rful ~and. 

( Ao lau -::e. ) 

·COMMANDER-IN -CH IEF E ~INE : He vas a r0ot 

Department Command~r . Ir· dP"e rv es the thanl.rs ':lnd 

appreciati on of ·h.:." oreranlzat1Qn and eve:> "Y rnP:-r1bel' 



of it. and I knJw h ha · it. 

At this tlmr>, - wLst to make dr 

the Armed Service Gold Mt da 1 A;vo.rd, wt.i '"'I 

awarded to Sergeant Cavin r. Bow11n o"' .. 1.: TTn''Pd 

States Army. 

Some y e a r s a 5 o , Pre ~ i d -~ n t T h e rJ a ':1 ' R ) ) > P v "" 1 ' . 

while addres ... ing an udlcn e i. West p~·nt .. ·p d.•' 1f 

the aloneness often exper1enced by sold'ors 1~ the 

course of battle. He remar~~ed : ha !!In a c ,1. e 

hereafter, each man · s ~S01ng t.J be to a 'on~ :d 'rab -, 

extent alone. If he does r -Jt iU10 ~ how t :::h ut: 

hov-J o shjft for hjrnself. hn;·, to obey >rd~''>rf' an1 

accept responslbi- i. ty when the emerr;ency e f'1P:, 

when he will not nav~ any orders to ooey. 

not a b 1 e t o d o a 11 t r . .:.. s , y o u 11 ad b e t t e 11 C! v p hi rn 

out of the Army. 11 

The former R~u~t Rider concluo 

will have to act 1arr;oly a .. one. 

own courage and resourcefuln eQs to meet tnu mer-

gencies as they come up. 11 

If sill w'tl-t us, I am confldent i,r;ar 

. 
The o d or e Roo s eve 1 t . v e e r a n s o 1 d ~ e r , w o u. 1 d t. ·~ v t' b e E' • 

extremely pr0ud of Calvin J. Bowl'n, veter n soldier 



who, afler the death ~f Capta n 

the initial attac by Jf"> 
. 

e' ~"ong r. a ' 

and after h casuaL .. y ~ tr.('. . . .... .:.e v . am rr. . 

assumed r po:~sibili ",y f· r ~ e d - t; hm ~ .l't ., ,_ rJ 

a defense perimet r. ral P( ht- rou+to 

overhau1ed a '2ld rau{ o 1'' d in t t· e mud 

paddy, and then rad:oed or a i '~" supr.:or' ~ 1 

it out <:!uccess ully :lg3ins about f'ou~ hundr d ..~.. 

Cong for eight hours. 

f • 'i (' h -

ment was under fire o thrt·e ·mach in"' gunf' a ,,~ f' ve 

mor ars. Colonel McKnlght ~rrtved 'n i"'l' ·o;""er 

and remained con 1nuously over tn area. •' ., r=· r · .e 

Colonel got t~ere , the 'er ear.~ sa_· o. · Ft .. , 

t o me that. he \..'J a s up t, h r and 1 f I n A j , ar y r • . r 

to let hlm know. And th.-, he got off 1 hr> a·r r:n. 1 

stayed nff because h"' di.dn ' t w Lt • ("' ' , · ,. .... .,.. · 

air with messages. H"' vn w noH busy 

me fight it in my own wav. T r0all · ap rr 

F or h i s f e a r 1 "' s "" •1 e s s a n d s t: <. .,., b r P r r . r rn '1 n ~ e 

of duty, Sergeant B~~1·~ wa3 chef· rFt P~ ·•· e "'"' • J 

to receive a D.S.C. ir. ln far t • he 

firs t ever presented to anyone. ·Last ye:r, we 



officers were awarded prf'.~1urr·t~::; r ' "V} T 

the V:et namese Gcvernm~~~ IT!- f'. j::. th vV'"" l 1 

Viet Nam giV PS to ·tar: . 

~~~terSer~ ~nt -~.vln J . l i 'l . e 

Vet era n s o f Pore i g n v1 c' r - '> 1' t h c U n 1 ted 

you for your extra)rdinary hP!"' ism Jn 'l~"'t"' y r· ,_ 

prof essional ski ll, :::uperla ._ l ve J e·wprsn i and ;:1'->rs· n~ 

example in ~pired the v·~, namcsc to make a~ ·no, 

thereby savJng ~he lives of m~s. of the d~~~~hrr . . 
and the annihilation ~ f · 

troops. For this arlnf and ~ cces.·fu 

wi ll forever J ·v ·n ~he ar 

Viet Nam, i i ~ rny honor ' ~ ~ J- 1-' :)ffif' a hC P!' 

suitab le citation. 

\~ e a r e p r o u a 0 r • · o t 

fine American who -lived .r ..-. '...h~ h·igJlP.· 

of y our . erv. ce and y· ur ~ r ·mtry. Y-:!1 

sent hose gallant rr 

in Vi et Nam t d3y . 

. ergeant Bowl:n. if yru wi1.l 

l.,. 

"'\ .! + 
" ' ' 

, " 

r'"nd 



to me, please, I will ask the ·ice President of the 

United States to assist in this presentati ~~. 

fApplause.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHI EF JENKI NS: I wil ) re ad the 

citation. 

11 The Veterans of Foreign Wars 

of the United States, National Armed 

Forces Award, the Gold Medal Citat on 

presented to Master Sergeant Calvin J. 

Bowlin, United State s Army. 

11 During more than twenty yenrs 

in the United States Army he has seen 

action in the Orient and Canal Zone. He 

was wounded in the Knrea n action, He-

has rece ived numerous medals and decorations 

including the fir~t Dis tinguish ed Service 

Cross awarded an enlisted man for outstand­

ing combat leadership and bravery in Viet 

Nam. 

11 Signed by myself as Commander-in­

Chief, and the Adjutant Genera 1 . 11 

(Applause.) 
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.. 

SERGEANT BOWLIN: I'm very honored to accept 

this Award. I consider it a tribute to aJl ~e rvice­

men, soldiers, sailors and Marines, airmen ·n Vie 

Nam who have served and who now se r ve, for them and 

myself, thank you. 

(Applause.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: Astronaut Virgil 

I. "Gus'' Grissom, whom we honor today, enjoys a dual 

distinction. He is the first human being to enter 

space on two separate, distinct occasions. And 

perhaps more impor tant is command p lot of Gemini III, 

which the whole world knows familiarly as ''M )lly 

Brown," Grissom was the firs t person to maneuver 

in orbiting spacecraft, changing the fli~ht oath 

and speed and altitude. These pioneer accomplish­

ments wi ll even live in the annals of man's con-

quest of space. 

These history-making exploits far away 

from the seventeen-year-old boy nicknamed, "Gus, 11 

who tried to enlist in the Army Air Forces for 

W or 1 d War I I and w a s t o 1 d. •t o , "Go home and grow 

up." Or as the young stud ent who had married in 

1945 and took up var ious part-time jobs while hiR 
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wife, a great lady, worked nights as a t lephone 

operator in order that he could obtain hi~ B.S . 

Degree in Mechanical Engin ering from Purdue. 

This led on to his entrance in the Ai r Force his 

selection as a test pilot, a major in the Air Force, 

Korean War hero, and one of the o r iginal se ven 

astronaut trainees who joined the United States 

Space Program in April 1959, that led to his pilot­

ingof Gemini III . 

This great feat of maneuvering in space 

is considered by the experts to be an important 

prelude to all succeeding missions. 

Because o f this unique accomplishment, 

a break-through in man's struggle to conauer space 

and your unsurpassed personal courage and skill in 

~11 operations, the V.F.W. selected you as the 1965 

recipien t of the V.F.W. Space Awa r d . This was by 

unanimous vote of the National Council of Administra­

tion of the V.F.W. and the first time ever awarded a 

person. The first award, last year, 1964, was ore­

sented to the Nationa l Aeronautics and Space Admin­

istration. 

Please rememb er that the award carrie~ the 



best wishes of the on e million three hundred tho usand 

overseas veterans. 

(Appl ause. ) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS : I wil l re ad the 

citation. 

"Vet erans of Fore ign Wa r s of the 

United States , National Space Award, Gold 

Medal Cita t ion pres ented to Astron aut Virgil 

I. "Gus" Grissom Lieutenant Colonel, United 

States Air Fo r ce, in recognition o f his out­

standing con tributions o f the United States 

Scientific Space Achievements as the first 

man to make t wo space craft flights sub­

orbita l in 1961 and the two - man Gemini­

flight in Marc h 1965, signed by myself as 

Commander -in-Chief and attested by th8 

Adjutant Genera l. 11 

Congratu lations Colonel Grissom. 

COLONEL GRIS SOM: Thank you. 

(Applause . ) 

COLONEL GRIS SOM: Thank you very much, Mr . 

Vice Presid ent and National Commander. 

Ov e r the past I guess six years since 

" 
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1959, since I h a ve b een in this program , I've re-

ceived a good numb e r of awards . But this ~ne mPans 

a great deal to me because the V.F.W. was on8 of 

the first organizati ons to suppor t our program. 

You supported us back in the early days when we 

rea l ly weren't a legitimate outfit, I guess, back 

before we had the flights of Al Sheppa r d and John 

Glenn, and so on, back before i t became popular to 

give us support. 

So, I appre ciate what you have done for 

us~ and I especially appreciate this award t~day. 

Thank you. 

~ (Applause.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: \.ole are highly 

honored that the Vice President of the United States 

should favor us wi th his p resence and counsel at 

the opening session of the Sixty-Sixth Annual Con-

vention of the Ve terans of Foreign Wars is, nerhaps, 

a n indication of his appreciation of the vitality 

and worth of our organization. We thank him sincerely 

for honoring us. 

Our speaker has left for the record one 

of the most colorful and interest ing careers to be 
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found today in American po l itical life. The fact 

that he is the first Demo crat Minne s ota s ent to the 

Senate wi l l live long in pol itical anna l s. And. the r e 

on a subcommittee of his imp ortan t F orei gn Rela t ions 

Committee, he led t he effort that resu l t e d _n t he 

Senate passing a resolution in favor of 1 ~ n I nter­

national Agreement for the Suspension o f Nuc lear 

Weapons Test. 11 

However, it is believed the high point o f 

his legislative career came when given the p en used 

by President Johnson tb sign the historica~ ~ vi l 

Rights Act. The President t hen gave Senat or Humphrey 

the speech made to the nation after his si g n i ng , and 

wrote thereon: 

11 To Hubert Humphrey, withou t 

whom it couldn't have happened. 11 

This seems an appropriate timP ~o lnvi e 

attention to the unceasing effort of our ~peake r to 

help the veteran and hi s dependents. In ale r t i ng t he 

Senate to the growing number of aging vet e rans , he 

said: 

11 No sing le agency of the U. S . 

government will be or is meeting the med i c a l 

4 0 



needs of the larger g roup than th Ve e r ans 

Administration. It is not simply the respon­

sibility to mee t the problems o f d ls e a~e~ of 

the aged but, rather mo re positive ly, to 

help our veterans enj oy the fulles t of hea lth." 

And again, in summation of his view~ on 

our national obligation to veterans and their depen­

dents, Senator Humphrey said: 

11 The veterans of our nation have 

made tremendous contribut ions to the we l f a re 

of our people, in time o f peace as well as 

in time of war. Their pat riot ic devotion 

and loyal service mer it the attention and 

gratitude of a 11 Amer ic ans. 11 

He assured his fellow countrymen that he 

would continue 11 efforts f or adequate rec ognition by 

Congress of the need s and welfare of o ur veterans and 

their families. 11 

In commen t on Senator Humphrey ' s views 

regarding veterans, Mr. Driver, Administrator of 

Ve teran Affairs, said at the dedicat ion of the 

Washington Veterans Administration Hospital in April, 

1965: 
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"He h r?s more than kept fa ith wjth 

America's veterans, for he has been thei r 

advocate, their spokesman, a nd the ir cn1mpi J 

against the forc es of ind· ff e rence. 11 

' 
It is my high hono~ to p r esent an eminent 

legislator, astute state sman , member of the "Inner 

Club 11 of the Senate and a true friend of ours, the 

Vice President o f the United States , Hubert Humphrey. 

This is a badg e and an honorary membership. 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you. 

(App l ause.) 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Commander Buck Jenkin~, 

Mrs. Klugow, the officers of the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars and the many distingu ished guests that have 

been here, the Mayor of the City of Ch icago , my good 

friend, Mayor Daley, the Governor of the State of 

Missouri, Governor, and these that you have honored 

today, these many fine and distingu ished·Amerlcans 
' 

that you have best o wed honor upon, permi t me to 

join in just a word of commendatlon to them, to 

Lieute~ant Helen Glavinovich who has dist n~uished 

herself and has been honored by you torlay, to the 

hero of Viet Nam, Master 8ergeant Bowlin, and to 
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that hero of ~pac ~ whom I'vP. had the pr i vilPgP of 

knowing for eome time, Gue Grieso m, WP ea to Pach 

and eVP.ry one of you for your many fino achiovampntQ. 

Now, it isn't of en the privilPga of thP 

Vice President of the Unit~d tates to introducP 

someone, but I was in th~ back of this hall whan I 

Wa! hearing some very important words, and I intan Pd 

to hear them, and I don't intend to bo in tho back 

of the hall. 

(Long ovation.) 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: L ~d ies and gantlaman, 

whenever there ie a voicP. that spP.ake for domocracy, 

we need to hPar it and I want to takP this momant -­

and I will come back just a l ittlP latP.r -- to pra sant 

to you Mr. Goodrich, spPaki ng ae the VoicP. of DPmo ­

cracy. 

( pplaus~.) 

MR. GOODRICH: Thank you very much, r. Vic~ 

President. Commander-in-Chief Jenkins, mambars of 

the Veterans of ForP.i gn Wars and thP LadiP.Q uxiliary. 

The ChallengP. of CitizenQhip. Citiz~nshi p, unfortu­

nately, dOP.! not mean thP eame thing the world ovar. 

When I say 11 citiz~nship ", w ... in this coun ry are 



• 

naturally remind ed of freedom, for the brand of 

citizenship which each of us 2hould live is foundP. d 

on, and cannot exist, without frP.edo m. 

In other parts of th~ world wherP frPP.dom 

is restricted or even withheld, citizenship losQs 

its meaning, and WP. migh t as WPll give it thP name 

f II i II 11 11 o ex stenceship or ownership . 

The benefits of our type of citizPnship 

are well known. mong th~ many blessings our country 

offers are freedom to order our lives, frP.edom to 

form and hold our own opinion2, freedom to worship 

as we please and man y, many morP.. We arP constantly 

reminded that along with the pleasure of these gifts 

goes a responsibility and a duty to preserve them. 

But how can these r esponsibilities be carried out? 

How can we safeguard our freedom? This is the challenge 

of citiz enship. 

People who have accepted this challe ng e ~n 

the past are familiar to all of u ~ . mong them arp 

the free-thinking nobles who dared dP.fy tradition 

and forc e King John to sign thP. Magna Carta. Th pra 

was also a small group of plain, proud farmers who 

stood in the way of the British regulars on 
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Concord Bridge, and a devoted group of fifty-fivP 

men who risked their live~, their fortunes and their 

sacred honor by signing th~ DAclaration of Indoppndence. 

Today it is ~asy to forgPt what an advan­

tage free-thinking and free enterprise gives u~ OVPr 

nations where freedom i~ compromisod. 

It is likewise easy to recount the men of 

the past who have met freedom's challenges. Many 

citizens, however, wish to know what we can do for 

our country now, what the challenge of citizenship 

is today. 

To gain appreciation of our freedoms, the 

formula is simply to enjoy it and to use them. Wo 

should take every opportunity to use our freAdom not 

as a license, but as a liberty to be enjoyPd. The 

danger in keeping our frepdoms in resArve, something 

to fall back on, is that one day when we need freedom 

most, we may find nothin g there. 

For instance, wo should constantly a nd 

conscientiously form opinions and express thom at 

every opportunity. The only time many AmPricans 

bother to form opinions on public isQues is a fe w 

weeks before election day in November. Even then 
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they merely vote and nev~r both~r to discuss the 

issues. 

I am not comdemning this citizqn. How~vP.r, 

if the only way people ~xpr~ss their opinions was 

by pulling a voting lever, this is keP.ping up on 

freedom of speech about as WP-11 as we would k~~P 

up on world events by reading a n P.wspaper ~very 

four years. 

At the sam e time we make and exprP.ss our 

conscientious opinions, we should listP.n to what 

other people have to say. By listening to others, 

our opinions become tempered with a sense of tol~r­

ance and understanding that comes from looking at 

all sides of the problem. 

Of course, along with those p~opl~ .who 

may temper our opinions, there are alway~ thosP. 

with whom we disagrPe complPtPly. But s incP it 

is impor tant that the rights of a minority bP. pro­

tected , we might as well adopt the attitudP of 

Voltaire whAn he said: 

"I disa.pprovP of what you say, 

but I will def~nd to the death your right 

to say it." 
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This type of crivalr ous feeling, champion­

ing the rights of others, is the princ iple ·1n whi ch 

our country was foun de d. 

In closing, I wou d like to say that free­

dom today depends on our willingness to keep using 

our freedoms, not to hold them in reserve . It de ­

pends on our abili ty to look at all sides of a 

problem and let our opin ions be tempered by those 

of others. 

Finally, it r ests with our concern, not 

merely for our own rights, but fo r the rights of 

people who disagree with us. This is the challenge 

of citizenship. Keep our freedom f rom rus t ing with 

neglect. It is one of the few things that ill never 

wear out if used. 

Thank you. 

(Applaus~.) 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Ladies a nd gentle me n, 

aren't you proud of that young man? 

(Applause.) 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Whenever y ou be c ome 

a little discouraged reading the headlines, l i s t ening 

to the radio and television, just remember that 
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Charles Goodrich represents millions of young men 

and.women in this country that feel as he feels. 

They may not be ab le to speak a s eloquently. hut 

their heart and their splrit is every bit as true . 

(Applause . ) 

Permit me first of all, to express my thanks 

once again to Buck Jenkins, the Commander-in -Chief 

for this warm and generous a nd friendly introduc ion . 

There is only one Buck Jenkins. 

(Applause.) 

When he gave that rebel yell up here, I 

wasn ' t quite sure what was going to happen. 

(Laughter .) 

No w, you have a man who succeeds him to 

speak with a Norwegian accen t, Andy Borg. My good 

friend, Andy, from Superior, Wisconsin, met Mrs. 

Humphrey and myself at the airport, and we are 

so grateful to him and to Cooper HoJt, who represents 

the V.F.W. so ably and effectively in Washington, 

D.C., and I want to thank these gentlemen for their 

courtesi es and permit me once again to express, on 

behalf of our ~overnment, and I know on your behalf, 

the congratulations and the good wishes 6f all of 
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us to this very charming, lovely and also very able -­

professionally able and courageous nu r se tha~ y utve 

honored today as the Unsung Heroine, Helen GJavino­

vich, who has distinguished herself and her country. 

Now, Gus Grissom, he is sort of . the senior 

of the space crews, the astronauts. I had the privi­

lege of being with Gus Grissom and Commander Young 

right after their free orbital flight and as I .old 

these two men, they were great in outer space, but 

they had a bt to learn about parades. I taught them 

about parades, and I suggested we all stay within our 

respective jurisdictions. 

(Laughter.) 

We are mighty proud of our astron uts, our 

space men. It's my privilege to serve as the Chair-

man of the Space Council and I visit with . ~ur astro­

nauts, I visit with their associates and one ~f the 

most inspiring developments in our country, one of 

the most encouraging, is this pattern of partner­

ship, of teamwork that we have between the National 

Aeronautics and Space Agencies, the Department ~ 

Defense, the government and the private contractors, 

private business, labor and management, universities 
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and scientists, all working together. It is such a 

story of cooperation as we need the s e days, and a 

word that characterizes all of this effort 1~ one 

word, excel lence . 

These men that s oar into outer space are 

men that are excellent in every measur ement, and 

the machines they use and the direction there Js, 

the management and the control of the mission, it 

is just excellent. 

My fellow Americans, in the day and age in 

which we live, it would be well for every active 

American to want to measur e up to the standards 

of excel lence. 

Now, let me pay my respects today to 

Ron Kenitz, the Commander of the Minnesota Department 

that is here. I'm sorry that the Mayor of Chicago 

was unwilling to pass out tickets to thP Worlds ~eries, 

since Ron is here and I ' m Vice President, I mustn't 

usurp the right of any of my fellow compatriots out 

in Minnesota. I think that you ' d 1 keto know that 

immediately after this session, Ron Kenitz will be 

handing out tickets to tne Worlds Series. 

(Laughter and applause.) 
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He told me on the way coming in, h said : 

"Are you going to announce ha the Twins are the 

winners, or am I?" I said, "It just depend ~~ on who 

gets to the microphone firs"', ." 

( Laughter.) 

But we s till have to contend with Cleveland, 

plus Detroit, with Baltimore, an d with Chicago. 

(Applaus e .) 

But I must say, my friends fr om New York, 

I doubt that you ar e goi ng to make it this year . 

(Laughter.) 

General Tylor, of the Marine Corps, and 

General Dodge, of Fifth Army, my very best wishes 

and the same for Mr. Driver who is he re wi tp you 

from the Veterans Administration. These men served 

you and served you well. 

I understa nd you had a beautiful memorial 

service last evening, and I know it must have been 

a very moving and very inspiring occasion for you. 

and if you had Dr. Elson, as t believe you did, with 

you, you couldn't have had a finer man or a more 

inspiring and moving speaker than this disting~ished 

churchman. 
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Well, I come here today to your convention 

to speak to you candid ly , f rankly, and seriously, 

about a number of matters that are facing us aQ a 

people, and as a na tion . 

I am very honored to say the least to have 

been presented to this convention, to have been in­

vited here, and high ly honored, to follow in the 

footsteps of this young man wh o spoke to us of citizen­

ship and its respons ibil iti es, and to de liver the 

keynote address of this Sixty-Sixt h National Conven­

tion of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 

States. 

I am extremely grateful, speaking fo r 

our government, to your Commander- in-Chief _Buck 

Jenkins for all of his service, in peace and in war. 

President Johnson, before I left Washington, 

asked me personally to convey to you, Buck, nnd to 

this convention his appreciation for the good work 

that you have done throughout the years, and today 

as well, to make this a safer and freer world, and 

to make this a better world and a stronger America. 

I am privileged to join the President in this message 

of sincere appreciati on. 



Public life is not an easy lif . We all 

have our points of view, and in these trying days when 

it is very difficult to know what is ri ght, and even 

difficult to carry out the decisions, you cannot 

realize how much it means toour President, to your 

government, to know that there are strong and brave 

Americans standing in support when that support is 

needed the most. 

When necessity dictated action in the 

Gulf of Tonkin about a year ago and in the Caribbean, 

your Commander-in-Chief telegraphed the President your 

firm pledge of support. He was there early giving 

that message of support from this great organization . 

A few months ago, during a time of uncer­

tainty in the Atlantic Alliance, you demonstrated 

this nation's commitment to that Alliance and to 

NATO when you conferred you r Bernard Baruch GoJd 

Medal on General Lyman Lemnitzer before representatives 

of all NATO nations, and I understand that you will 

confer that same medal upon a very dist nguished 

American at this convention, Mr . David Lawr nee, the 

editor of the United States News and World Repo~t. 

(Applause.) 
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And then you sent your Commander-in-Chief 

to Southeast Asia to tell the leaders there an d the 

people of that part of the world that this grea , 

American organization, the Vete rans of Fore ign Wa rs, 

stood with President Johnson and the pledge that this 

country had made to that country of South Viet Nam 

and to the people of that beleaguered littl· country. 

Buck Jenkins visited, too, our men in uni­

form in Southeast Asia. He went to the Cambodian 

frontier; he went to that surrounded base of Da Nang 

and to the Marine beachhead at Chu Lai to tell our 

men that you were with them. 

I would hope that more Americans would do 

exactly the same. 

(Applause.) 

Let me assure this audience, having visited 

with many of the men and the officers thnt have re­

turned to South Viet Nam, only recentl y having visited 

Fort Bragg, being there with and interrogating for 

several hour s offic e rs and men of the Special Forces , 

let me assure you that after having talked with them 

that the morale and the spirit of our fighting men 

in Viet Nam is strong and good, and the least that 



this nation can do is to match it at home among the 

civilian population. 

(Applause.) 

I know that you will help get that job done. 

Today, facin g g reat challeng es in the wo r ld 

and at home, we Americans must learn to work together 

in unity. My fellow Americans, we must have r espect 

for law and order. We have ways of se ttling our dif ­

ferences in the law courts, in the assemb lie~, in the 

legislative bodies, in the public forum and the pub lic 

meeting, this nation is not unmindful of the needs 

of its people and this nation and this government is 

determined to rectify any inj stice, de tP rmined to 

make a place in the this America for everyone that 

wants a place and det e rmined to open u p the gates of 

opportunity for everyon e in this nation wh o wants to 

pass through those gates, r egardless o f r ace, his 

colo~ his creed. There is r oom enough fo r eve r ybody. 

(Applause .) 

Thus, as we must d ep lore violence and in­

sist upon order, so we must deplore injustice and 

seek to remedy that injustice . We cannot afford in 

this countr~ to give to animosities and prejudice an d 
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division. To d o this is to serve the enemy) to 

weaken our cause, to deny us the strength that we 

will need for d ecades and generations yet to come. 

I thank you for your leadership in helping create 

that spirit of national strength and unity which is 

needed more than ever today. 

But let me get to what is on our minds , in 

other areas. 

Today in Viet Nam, we are being tested by 

strong and tenac ious a dversari es . Do not under­

estimate them. We face an assault by an enemy organized 

in detail, trained indepth, skilled in a strange kind 

of warfare we Americans have only begun to understand, 

not the warfare where massive divisions a~e moved 

across fronti e rs, but the warfare of penetration, 

subversion, propaganda, terrorism, infiltration. We 

face an assault by adversaries able to inf i ltrate 

thousands of men across boundaries, to regroup those 

men into disc iplined units and then to attack weak 

points and then to fade away in face of equal of 

superior strength. 

We face an assault by men who use t error 

and assassina tion against civilians as normal weapons. 
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My fellow Americans, as your Vice President 

I am privileged to see the most secret, confid ential 

documents of this government . Let me say that th s 

program of terrorism, of assassination has been going 

on for months and years, a new and horrible kind of 

warfare all too little understood here a t home and all 

too little understood even in the battlef ield . 

We face something else as well; the fact 

that the totalitarians, the Communist, they feel that 

time is on their side and their belief tha we will 

inevitably tire and withdraw, and every time someone 

says that we should withdraw, it feeds their flame 

of confidence. 

Now, today there are voices raised in this 

land which say, "Why are we there? Why do we fight? 

Let us pull back to a safer and eas ie r plac e . It ' s 

such a strange and distan t land, isn't it? And we 

know so littl'e of it; why a re we there? 11 

To these voices I answer wit h the words of 

Winston Churchill, simple but pointed words. In 1940 

Churchill was asked, "Why does Britain fight? 11 And 

there were voices of appeasement then and Churchill 

said, "If we left off fighting, you would soon find 

out. 11 
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In Viet Nam, if we left fighting, we would 

soon find out. 

(Applause.) 

For Viet Nam is the testing ground of that 

misnamed "War of National Liberation. II What a cruel 

joke this 11 Liberation' really is: Liberation from 

life, from property, from justice, from human dignity. 

That is their liberation. 

By this new form of totalitarian aggression, 

and that is what it is, and an aggression, our adver­

saries seek to demonstrate on ce and for all that 

"Peaoeful Co-existence," does not work. They seek 

to demonstrate that aggress ion in its new and ugly 

form, and reckless militancy, bring victory. They 

seek to demonstra te, just as Hitler and Stali n tried 

to do, that democrac ies are week and flabby and in­

decisive, and they seek to demonstrate that when faced 

with a choice, democracie~ will sacrifice small nations 

to safe, even temporarily , their o wn hides. 

Therefore; citizens of this Republic, once 

again we must prove that they are wrong. 

(Applause.) 

Three Presidents of the Uni ted States have 

58 



.. 

pledged this nation to the defense of South Viet 

Nam. -This is no partisan matter. This is a national 

matter, and international matter. Three Presidents 

of the United States, Dwight Eisenhower, John Kennedy 

and Lyndon Johnson have given notice to the Communist 

aggressors, namely: The cost of aggression comes _too 

high. You must leave your neighbors alone. 

But make no mistake about it. If this 

aggression succeeds in one pa r t of this wor ld, it 

will quickly follow elsewhere . If we fail to stand 

today, we shall have to stand tomo rrow even closer 

to home. 

(Applause.) 

It has been asked how many Viet Nams we 

are wil ling to become involved in and to those who 

ask if w~ are to be the guardians of free nations, 

there is an answer. The President gave that answer. 

We did not choose, said the President, to be the 

guardians at the gate, but there is no one else. 

You see, leadership, which is our privilege -- or 

let us say our role today, leadership gives you 

really no special privilege. It gives you no luxury. 

Leadership is a heavy res ponsibility. It is not the 
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cloak of comfort; it calls upon us for many ne w 

duties and heavy sacrifi ces , but as Pr esident Johnson 

said, while we do no t choose to be the guardians at 

the gate, there is no one else . 

No w, let it be known then from this plat­

form and elsewhere that we will honor our commitment 

in Viet Nam, justas we h on o r and will honor our commit­

ments in o ther parts of the world. 

(Applause.) 

Once t ha t lesson is clearly understood, 

there will be th~ real hope of pea c e. The adversary 

probes us, tests us year in and year out in the hopes 

that we will tire, that we will feel that this time 

we don 1 t need to resist. 

I remind this audience that since World 

War II, this nation has suffered over one hundred and 

sixty thousand casualties in the protection o f free­

dom, and I will r emind you what kind of a world would 

it have been were it not for the willingness of this 

nation to help res ist Communist aggression in Gr e ece, 

were it not for the wilJingness of this nation to 

resis t Communist aggress ion in Korea, what kind o f a 

world do you think you would live in today had we done 
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less? I think you know. It would have been ru ined, 

a world where the Communist force was on the ascendancy . 

Today it is a world in which the Communist , with all 

of his diabolicaltrickery, f inds himself n ot gaining , 

hardly holding his own and, thank God, in man y areas, 

losing, and that is the kind of a world we need. 

(Applause.) 

Now, just what are our objectives in Viet 

Nam? 

Well, our first objective , and I want you 

to remember this when you talk to your nei ghbo r s, our 

first objective is to prove to the Communist aggressors 

that free men will no t yield to t he forc e of arms . 

Our objective is to demons t rate once again that brute 

force is not the ru le of l aw and we wi ll not b end o r 

yield to it. 

Now, that is why we have strengthened our 

forces in Viet Nam a s we did over this decade; that 

is why we have increased our assistance to a brave 

South Viet Nam Army and a brave South Vietnamese people 

with all of their troubles with all of the instab lity 

that is so evident. 

A word about that Army of South Viet Nam . 
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That South Vietnamese people Army, since 1961, has 

suffered 25,000 dead and 51,000 wound e d, greater 

losses in proportion to population that we have suf­

fered in all of World War II; te n times our losses 

in the Korean War. 

And yet, I hear people say they have doubt 

as to whether o r n ot these people wan t their freedom. 

My fellow Americans, a people that are willing to 

sacrifice that much life and t reasure, I think, have 

demonstrated that they love freed om, they are willing 

to die for it and now they want a change to live for 

it. 

(Applause.) 

And to those who feel that somehow or another 

the regime to the nor th , the Communist regime in North 

Viet Nam repre sents the will of the people, let me 

remind them that not a single prominent South V et­

namese pers on has defec ted to the enemy, not one; 

despite the t ragedy , the sorrow and the pain and the 

suffering of a c ruel guerilla war . 

I believe that the credentials of the 

people of South Viet Nam for freedom have been wri~ten 

in blood. The South Vietnamese people last year alone 
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lost four hundred thirty-s ix local off icials by 

assassination; they los t another one thousand one 

hundred local officia l s by kidnapping or an unkno wn 

fate. This would b e equivalent in our c o un ry of 

having well over thirty~five tho usand of our mayors 

and our councilmen, Mr. Mayor, assassina ted and kid­

napped. 

The task of providing local government and 

local administration even in a country as d eveloped 

as this one would be i ndeed difficult if not impossi b le . 

Last year, eleven thousand ci 1 1 ns wer e lost to 

murder, kidnapping and forced labor. Bu t in face 

of this unbelievabl e i nt imidation, these sa me Viet­

namese people turned out to vote -- yes, t~ey have 

had elections recently. You didn't re ad much about 

that, but they did have electi ons, free elections, 

and they turned out to vote in recen t elec L i~ns ~n 

far higher percentages than we usually reac h in our 

own American electionQ . 

A full sixty- seven percent of South Viet­

namese adults, under th r eat of death to themselves 

and their families, registered to vote in those 

elections and seventy-three pe rcent of those r egistered 
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did vote in those elections. I submit that that is 

a pretty good test of the r loyalty tJ freedom. 

(Applause.) 

Now, what is our second objective? Well, 

once we prove to the aggressors that aggression 

will not work, and we shall prove it, our second 

objective is to bring a just peace to a land which 

has gone too long without any peace. T~me doesn't 

permit me to tell you of the great program s of 

economic and social development that we presently 

are engaged in with our neighbors and friends in 

South Viet Nam. 

Let me only say this, that we have been 

building thousands of schools in cooperatiqn with 

the South Vietnamese. They have done most of it; 

we have done others. We helped. establish a great 

university; we have established hundreds of hospitals 

and clinics under the threat of fire and bomb; we 

want the story of the bravery and the dedication 

of these little people in South Viet Nam to be 

known. All too often all we hear· is of a guPrilla 

attack, of the bomb that was placed in the noli ce 

chief's home or of the ~ortars that are lobbed in 
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on an air base. But, ladies and gentlemen, while 

all of this is going on, hund reds of thousands, 

millions of pe op le in that beleaguered l ttle land 

are attempting to build a society , and I am proud as 

an American to be of some help to them as they seek 

to build a better society for themselves. 

(A pplause.) 

Now, we have made it clear, through our 

President and the officers of this government, again 

and again that we are ready to negotiate towards that 

just peace for, as our President has said, we fear 

the meeting ro om no more than we fear the battlefield. 

One of the signs of a weakness of a people 

or a nation is arrogance, braggadocio. On~y the 

strong can work for peace; only the strong can ex­

tend a hand in cooperation even during times of 

difficulty. 

No less than fifteen times we have offered 

to begin discussions, unc onditional di~cuss ions to 

bring this murder and this carnage to a halt, and 

many nations, including the Secretary Gen e r r.l of the 

United Nations have sought to bring the a~gressors 

to the conference table. 
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But, the reply to date has been, ''N 8 ," a 

defiant, rude and arrogan-c "No." 

So, what must we do? I am sure you don't 

think we should withdraw, and I am confident that 

you don't think that we should have a major World 

War III. So, what must we do? All that an honor­

able people can do. We must continue to r esist ag­

gression and punish the enemy, and we must continue 

to relentlessly pursue every avenue to a just and 

honorable peace. 

We must make the aggressors real ize that 

democracies have learned their lessons well. 

I hope that we have learned those lessons 

well. I hope that we have learned that it 9id not 

satisfy Hitler's appetite to give him what he wanted, 

piece by piece, only to have him want the world. 

There is no way to satisfy the appet te 

of an aggressor. We must make the aggressors realize 

that our patience, our perseverance, our strength is 

greater than theirs, and that time is on our Qide 

and, whenever you think of our troubles, fellow 

Americans, just imagine if~u would, the leaders in 

Hanoi and they need these men and women and Hanoi 
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making the decisions of the Viet Cong, they have to 

face up to the facts that t his country has committed 

vast amounts of its resources of mater ial and men to 

the defense of South Viet Nam. That is something that 

haunts them because no matter how you may think of 

your country, and I know how you think of it, you 

love it, let me tell you the enemy understands ou r 

strength. They are no fools even in their arrogance . 

What they are hoping is that we will fail to under­

stand our strength; what they are hoping is that we 

will losefaith in ourselves. What they are hoping is 

that we will turn tail and run. 

I have a feeling that they are hoping for 

the wrong things. 

(Applause.) 

But we are not unmindful that just as 

strength and force is needed to resist the aggr essor, 

that force alone is no solution to the problem. This 

struggle is politica l, social as well as mil it ary. 

In fact, it is overwhelmingly political. 

So, we must continue to rec ognize that the 

people of Viet Nam as people · everywhere mus t have 

hope of a better day, and the Communist has a way of 
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propagandizing people into believing that they offer 

the hope. We must make it clear, with our all ies in 

our role of assistance. We must help the South 

Vietnamese people make it clear to themselves that 

there is hope for a better day. We must continue to 

do all we can to help create in South Viet Nam, and 

Southeast Asia and all places where man desperately 

hopes for a new tomorrow, we must help create societies 

which offer man something to live for and to work 

for. 

This is why your President spoke as he 

did at Johns Hopkins University of massive economic 

and social developments. You know, the American eagle 

is the symbol in this country and that eagle and claws 

of one foot has the arrows, part of the strength of 

this nation, and in the other claw is the olive 

branch, and the eyes of the eagle are cast to the 

symbol of peace. 

A balance of purpose, strength not for the 

purposes of strength, strength not fo r the purposes 

of conquest, strength not for the purposes of domina­

tion, because we seek no conquest, we seek no domina­

tion, we seek no new power. Our strength now, as 
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throughout our hi~tory, is for but one purposP., the 

purpose of a just society, the purpose of an honor­

able peace, the purpose of lifP, and lifP, mPaningful. 

~ot death, but life; not destruction, but building. 

This is our plP.dge. Let us not forget this. 

The real revolution in thie ~orld, and 

there is a revolution, is the revolution which took 

flame from our own America, a revolution towards 

opportun·ity, human dignity, self-determination, self­

respect. This is what people want. We were the ones 

that carry that torch and that flame. We are the 

authors of this authentic world revolution and it 

is our obligation in our strength and our wealth to 

give it continued life and it is in Viet Nam, in 

Europe, in Latin America, in great nations and small, 

our obligation to defend it when it is thrpatened 

by ruthless ~nd brutal force, and this, as in the 

past, we shall now do today and tomorrow. 

(Applause.) 

So, let me reflect and meditate with you 

in these final words. We are meeting the r~spon­

sibilities of leadership, and we are meeting them 

with a strength and faith and courage. str~ngth 
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and faith and courage are exactly what we will need , 

for there is no end in sig ht t o the burd ens we mu st 

carry, to the challenges tha t we must f a c e . J believe 

that an honorable man must spe a k honorab ly and frankly 

to people. We mus t no t delude ourse l ves. Thisworld 

in which we live is in t urmoil , a nd in r api d and 

almost unbelievabl_e chang e. There ·are n o easy days 

ahead and we must be prepare d for the lon g nig h t. 

But I ask you, what c ountry a nd what pe ople has so 

much to do with as we ? How f o r t unate and how blessed 

we are that as we a ss um e , th r ou gh no de si r e of our 

own, this role o f leader s h ip t hat we have been given 

the know-how, the bra i n power, the kno wledge, the 

spiritua l power, the r esou r ces to b e wo r thy_of that 

leadership . 

Th e Ame r ican people a re a g r eat people , and 

greatnes s is exactly what the t imes demand. The 

American f or today and tomorrow must be, .and he will 

be, t he same r ele n tless, adventurous citizen as his 

forebeare r s . 

Le t me tell you of that America as I see 

h im . 

I see him as the son of a very rich nation, 
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yet a person of conscience with a deep concern for 

his fellow man. 

I see him as one who has defeated the enemies 

of freedom, and yet extends the hand of friendship and 

cooperation to build a new and a better world com­

munity . 

Hate is not in him; understanding is what 

he wants and seeks. 

I see him surrounded by materia lism, yet 

questioning its real value, impatient -- oh, yes, 

impatient with things as they are, but yet not im­

patient in remedy or judgment . 

I see this American of our community, our 

sons and daughters strong, but not belliger ntJ willing 

to debate as this young man spoke to you today of the 

willingness to listen to another's point of view, 

willing to debate, but also able to decide. 

Yes, the road ahead demands an American 

nation with all of these qualities, fully able to 

wear the mantle of leadership. 

And so today, we are building h~re at horne 

an America both free and secure -- and the bu ilding 

process is not magic, it takes time . We are t rying 
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to build here at home a nation, one nation, not 

North or South, East or West~ but one natio under 

God, truly indivisible, recognizing the value and 

the importance -- yes, the all importance of spiritual 

truth, a nation truly indivisible and with liberty 

and justice for all. 

In this task we ask your continued help: 

The task of extending opportunity and justice to 

not just a few, but all of our citizens, the task 

of building a vigorous and expanding economy, to give 

us the enduring strength for years to come, the task 

of forging a nation of free people able to stand 

any contest of will with any totalitarian. That is 

what we are seeking to do, my fellow Americans. 

As we seek to bring their educa tion to 

our young men and young women, as we seek to root 

out these pockets of poverty that have left us 

with a sense of weakness and limitation, as we seek 

to train the untrained, upgrade the skills, and as 

we seek to heal the sick and banish bigotry and in­

tolerance and discrimination, the purpose is to en­

rich life, to make human dignity more than a phrase, 

make it a reality. But the purpose is also to give 
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this nation that we talk of so much, this one nation 

under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for 

all, to give it real meaning, and as we need your 

patriotism and support of policies in Viet Nam, we 

need your help and your patriotismm support of pro­

grams and efforts, to broaden the base of understand­

ing and opportunity in this America, and to upgrade 

the quality of our lives. 

We Americans are devoting ourselves today 

to the belief that what we do is not for just our bene­

fit alone, but for the benefit of all mankind. 

And again in this task, we ~sk your con­

tinued help; the task of helping struggling nations 

into full citizenship in the world and make no mis­

take about it, these nations -- a full two-thirds 

of the world -- two-thirds ignorant or illiterate, 

I should say, two-thirds ill-housed, ill-clad, hungry, 

impoverished, two-thirds colored, are targets. 

Yes, they are the selected targets for 

those who promise quick and easy solutions to the 

old and the complex problems. They are the targets 

and breeding grounds of Communism. So, as we resist · 

the aggressor on the battlefield, let us also march 
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into those swamps of intole rance and injustice and 

poverty and cleanse them. 

Finally, in America today, we are putting 

ourselves to the greatest test which free men ever 

faced, the willingne ss to risk our live~ fortune and 

sacred honor on alien soil, thousands of miles away, 

to keep a commitmen t to resist the aggressor, to 

restore the peace. Each man here today has at one 

time put himself to that same test. Each man here 

stood his ground for his country and for freedom. 

The Family of Man of which we are a part 

has much to lose to the takers, the grabbers, the 

destroyers, the aggressors and that Family of Man 

has much t~ gain in a wo r ld of peace and opportunity . 

This is our goal, and peace, like a mighty 

cathedral, takes time to build. But its majesty is 

worthy of the effort. 

Each of us can contribute something to it. 

Ea ch of us can be a builder in our time, in our way . 

There is a time when men must stand in the face of 

force and those who break the peace. Yes, there is 

such a time. 

In the words of President Lyndon Johnson, 
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we will stand in Viet Nam. 

We made ou~ choice, and we will win the 

peace. 

Thank you. 

(Standing ovation.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: I wou ld like to 

present to this convention a very lovely lady, the 

wife of the Vice President, Mrs. Humphrey. 

(Applause.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: The Commander of 

Minnesota, I ask the Commander of Minnesota, Commander 

Kenitz, to come to the rostrum for presentation. 

COMMANDER KENITZ : Commander-in-ChiefJ our 

National President of our La d ies Auxiliary,. the 

Vice President of the United States, our Honorable 

Hubert H. Humphrey, Mrs. Humphrey, to the Honorable 

Mayor of the City of Chicago, to the representative 

of the Governor of the State of Illinois, to our 

many distinguished guests up here this morning, and 

to my distinguished comrades and sisters and friends, 

you have heard from the Honorable Mayor of the City 

of Chicago, stating that he was very, very sorry 

that he was unable to invite you back into his fair 
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city to attend the World Series. You also heard 

the Vice President of the United States state that 

I would have tickets for the World Series. 

(Laughter.) 

Well, my fellow comrades and sisters 

assembled here this morning, I want to extend to 

each of you a warm we lcome to our great State of 

Minnesota and to my home city, the all-American city 

of Minneapolis, to attend the World Series which will 

be played this year at our baseball stadium in Bloom­

ington, Minnesota. 

(Applause.) 

To show you the confidence that I have in 

our Minnesota Twins and the confidence that other 

citizens of our great state have in them, they are 

not only going to win the first pennant for this year, 

they are also going to win the World Series . 

(Applause.) 

Comrades and sisters, it is indeed a great 

honor and privilege for me to appear before you at 

this joint session to present an award to a fe llo w 

Minnesotan, a fellow Minnesota who we from M'nnes~ta 

are all proud of, a person who has devoted a large 
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portion of his life to serving as a public servant, 

and I might add, who has done a marvelous j~b, a 

person who is indeed a true friend of the Veterans 

of Foreign Wars of the United States, and also a 

true friend of all veterans of our grea t nation. 

In making this presentation this morning, 

I would like to call on a couple of my assistants from 

my great state, Past Commander-ig-.Chiet Robert Hansen, 
tlf ~ "{' 1.-r 

and also Mr. Council Member Allerd. Would you step 

forward, please? 

At this time I would like to ask the 

Vice President of our United States, the Honorable 

Hubert H. Humphrey, to step forward, please. 

Vice President Humphrey, on behalf of the 

fifty-eight thousand plus members of the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars of the State of Minnesota, I proudly 

present to you this morning this golden colored 

reproduction of the flag raising at Iwo Jima and 

grateful appreciation for all that you have done for 

the Department of Minnesota Veterans of Foreign 

Wars of the United States and to the veterans of 
.. 

this great nation of ours. 

(Applause.) 
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS : I would like to 

present to the convention, for the purposes only of 

recognition the rec ipient of our Bernard BarucQ. Award 

which will be awarded tonight at our dinner, Mr. 

David Lawrence. Mr. Lawrence, ~11 you step up here, 

please. 

(Applause.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: We are ~lso honored 

to have with us on this platform Chairman of the House 

Veterans Affairs Committee, Congressman Teague. 

(Applause.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: We are also honored 

to have with us on the platform the Administrat ~r of 

the Veterans Admini stration, the Honorab l B~ll 

Driver. 

(Applause.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: Sergean -at-Arms, 

you will see that the Vice President and hi~ lady az·e 

escorted from the hall. Will everyone remain stand­

ing, please? 

(Vice President and Mrs. \ 

Humphrey were escorted by 

the Sergeant - at-Arms out of 

the convention hall.) 
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