Ve et oy o
Aded Wirman

cruq RubdfRdebuat 74

mm. ”w REMARKS BY ST S T AT
w VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY
Nal
 uaited®. ETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

Bacdins ééﬂmﬂ
(AUGUST 16, 1965 W
‘——ﬂ"“""M

| am honored to deliver the keynote address Mqi

" | this 66th National Convention of the Veterans of —bﬂ—-

w l oreign Wars of the United States. l"'O‘T'
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| am grateful to your Commander in Chief,
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Buck Jenkins, for his kind words of introduction.
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: President Johnson, before | left Washington, Adanans

ed me to convey to you his appreciation for the

éood work you have done throughout the years --

—
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RW and today as well -- to make this a safer and freerf‘ &’\
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| join the President in that message of -~

"""@ : appreciation. Rm,_ K :
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A You cannot realize how much it means to
your government to know that there are strong and
brave Americans standing in support when that
support is most needed.

Z: When necessity dictated action in the Gulf of

[ e

Tonkin and in the Caribbean your Commander-in-Chief

p—  p—— e, —

telegraphed the President your firm pledge of support.
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4 A few months ago, during a time of uncertainty

in the Atlantic Alliance, you demonstrated this nation's

commitment to that Alliance and to NATO when you conferred

your Bernard Baruch Gold Medal on General Lyman
— e

Lemnitzer before representatives of all NATO nations.

— -

4 And then you sent your Commander-in-Chief to

Southeast Asiq to tell the leaders and the people of that

part of the world that the _VFW stood with President

q—t

Johnson and the pledges this country had made theree

r
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Buck Jenkins visited, too, our men in uniform in

Southeast Asia. He went to the Cambodian frontier

. . . to the surrounded base of Da Nang . . . to the g
—e——

Marine beachhead at Chu Lai to tell our men that you

were with them.

Z Today -- facing great challenges in the world and "J‘“’

at home -- we Americans must work together in unity,,

We cannot afford in this country to give way to 9

animosities and pre!udice and division. \
i

Z Your leadership in helping to create that national

T e

strength and unity m needed more e
nm/today.

4 But let me get to what is on our minds.

B0t ot S Tt T TR

Today in Vietnam we are being tested by strong

and tenacious adversaries. We face an assault by an

enemy organized in detail . . . traineg indepth . . .

T} b
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skilled in a strange kind of warfare we Americans have only

DELE sl
PSR

begun to understand. / We face an assault by adversaries

s e ey

able to infiltrate thousands of men across boundaries . . .
. e~ 4

to regroup those men into disciplined units . . . to

attack weak points and then to fade away in face of
equal or superior strength. AWe face an assault by men

who use terror and assassination against civilians as

normal weapons.
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We face something else as well: The fact that

[ TSNS S

the totalitarians feel that time is on their side -- and
i A S R e s

their belief that we will inevitably tire and withdraw.

AToday there are voices raised in this land which
say: "Why are we there? Why do we fight? Let us
pull back to a safer, easier place."

LTO these voices | answer with the words of

Winston Churchill.
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LJn 1940, Churchill was asked "Why does Britain

fight?"
W

And Churchill said: "If we left off fighting, you

would soon find out. "
g i s et SR SRR

In Vietnam, if we left off fighting we would soon
i G s g,

find out.
P

For Vietnam is the testing ground of that misnamed
A

L e EF R TRy

"war of national liberatiop." (And what a cruel joke

this "liberation' really is: Liberation from life, from

@muEISC gty esscesorce

property, from jUStICB from human dlgmty)

By this new form of totalitarian aggression -- and

Froe e S e TS SR T T

that is what it is -- our adversaries seek to demonstrate

once and for all that "peaceful coexistence" does not

B e el

work. They seek to demonstrate that aggression and
R sk s gy

reckless militancy bring(ﬁctory. They seek to demonstrate

-- as Hitler and Stalin tried to do -- that

democracies are weak and flabbyz They seek to
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demonstrate that, when faced with a choice, democracies

will sacrlflce small nations to save, even temporarlly,

their own hldes O/W ad‘m“-’l- _WK
w L
Three Presidents of the United States have ;

pledged this nation to the defense of South Vietnam.

R

4 Three Presidents of the United States have given

M
notice to the Communist aggressors:A The cost of

e e

aggression comes too_high, You must leave your

neighbors alone,
M Make no mistake about it. If aggression succeeds
in one part of this world, it will quickly follow elsewnhere.

Z If we fail to stand toda% we shall have to stand tomorrow

even closer to home.

s m\aeref fmﬁ ng-to; be’comh
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Z e did, not choose-to be-the-guardians at-
the gate, But there” is\lwonggre'@.!l‘

Let it be known, then, that we will honor

Bl
our commitment in Vietnam, just as we honor our n.lfw
s P e — 1 ‘
commitments in other parts of the world, | Condiory
.

Now, just what are our objectives in Vietnam?

_'——‘-

4 Our first objective is to prove to the Communist

aggressors that free men will not yield to force of arms.

Z That is why we have strengthened our forces in
Vietnam. That is why we have increased our assistace

to a brave South Vietnamese army and a brave South

Vietnamese people.

éThat South Vietnamese army since 1961 has

suffered 25 thousand dead and 51 thousand wounded --
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greater losses, in proportion to population, than we

suffered in all of World War I1; ten times our losses

— R b R S i

in the Korean War.

———

Z That South Vietnamese people, last year alone,

lost 436 local officials 4 assassination . . . lost another

A

1, 100 officials to kidnaping and an unknown fate . . .

lost 11,000 civilians to murder, kidnaping and forced

L=

labor -- but, in face of intimidation, turned out to vote
- o a—

pu—

in recent elections in far higher percentages than we

usually reach in our own American elections, A full

1
67 per cent of &@peSouth Vietnamese adults -- under

threat of death -- registered to vote. And some 73
per cent of those registered did vote.
——
z Our second objective -- once we prove to the
aggressors that aggression will not work -- is to bring

a just peace to @ land that has gone too long without

peace.
#ﬂ
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<We have made it clear, again and again, that
we are ready to negotiate toward that just peace.
ﬁor, as our President has said, we fear the
meeting room no more than we fear the battlefield.
No less than fifteen times we have offered to
begin discussions. 4 Many nations have sought to bring
the aggressors to the conference table.
But the reply has been no. == & %?J_w‘zd
= LY.

<9, What must we do?
H

ZWe must continue to resist aggression. And

we must continue to pursue peace.

4 We must make the aggressors realize that

democracies have learned their lessons well. We must

make them realize that our patience is greater than

theirs and that time is on our side.
— o
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And at the same time we must continue to
recognize that the people of Vietnam -- as people
everywhere -- must have mof a better day.

We must continue to do all we can to help create,
in South Vietnam -- in Southeast Asia, in all places
where man desperately hopes for a new tomorrow --
we must help create societies which offer man something
to live and work for,

Z Let us not forget: The'real revolutio; in the world
today is the revolution which took flame from our own in

America -- the revolution toward opportunity, human
T s ST

dignity, self-determination and self-respect.
———EE AT 5 TR T,

Q\le are the authors of this world revolution. H®

[ e SRS

is our obligation, in our strength and wealth, to give it

continued life. And it is -- in Vietnam, in Europe,
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in Latin America, in great nations and small -- our

obligation to defend it when it is threatened by ruthless
e

force. And this we shall dog

———_— L=t

AWe are meeting the responsibilities of leadership

and we are meeting them with stren?th and courage,
L CRR s A |
Strength and courage 8re what we will need.

For there is no end in sight to the burdens we

must carry . . . to the challenges we face. nq.”

A The American people are a great people. And

greatness is what the times demand.

The American for today and tomorrow must be
== will be -- the same restless, adventurous, citizen
as his forebears.

| see him as the son of a rich nation, yet a

person of conscience with a deep concern for his

TR o 2o Ao e F Y

fellow man.

R g
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| see him as one who has defeated the enemies

of freedom, yet extends the hand of friendship and

cooperation to build a new and better world community.

Al see him surrounded by materialism, yet
questioning its value . . .impatient with things as
they are, but not impetuous in remedy or judgment.

Z Strong, but not belligerent.
Z Willing to debate, but able to decide.

e —— T

Yes, the road ahead demands an American

nation fully able to wear the mantle of leadership.

B N e ST

A And so today we are building here at home an
America both free and secure -- a nation, under God,
truly indivisible with liberty and justice for all.

(And in this task we ask your continued help:

The task of extending opportunity and justice to all
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our citizens . . . the task of building a vigorous and
expanding_"gcopomy . . . the task of forging a nation

mm.:ﬂ!;l

of free people able to stand a contest of will with any

~ T e e i P TR TR

alitarian.
We Americans, too, are devoting ourselves today
to the belief that what we do is not for our benefit
alone, but for the benefit of all mankind.

And again in this task, too, we ask your continued

help: The task of helping struggling nations into

citizenship in the wor d. (And make no mistake about

it, these nations -- a fdl two-thirds of the world --

——

are targets for those who promise quick and easy
L as— .

-

solutions to old and complex problems.

g——

é And, finally, in America today we are putting

ourselves to the greatest test which free men face --
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the willingness to risk our lives, fortune and sacred
- S

honor on alien soil to keep a commitment; to resist

the aggressor; to restore the _peace.
— T =

Each man here today has, at one time, put

himself to that same test.

e s eliviar o it i ]

A And each man here stood his ground for his

country and for freedom.
P P

The Family of Man has much to lose to the
takers. . . the destroyers . . . the aggressors. The
Family of Man has much to gain in a world of peace
and opportunity.

There is a time when men must stand in face
of force and those who break the peace.

In the words of our President: "We will stand

in Vietnam."



INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Ruth Felt FROM (Cooper T. Holt, Exec. Director DATE
The Vice President's Office V.F.W, Washington Office 75;;%h 1/25/66
AV

Transcript of Vice President Humphrey's address before
the 66th Annual Convention of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States, August 16, 1965. (pages 39

through 78)

CTH:nlp
Enclosures

Nat'l Hq. Print



e 1

2

——— e —

o

i i —



We dlsagree completely. But since it is important

that the rights of a minority be protected, we might

well adopt the attitude of Voltaire when he sgaid --
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: If you will, 1lat

m= apologlze. We have made certain arrangements

and they wish the Vice President to be brought in

right now.
(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN SODEN: Sergeant-at-Arms, you will
escort to this rostrum the Honorable Hubert Humphrey,
Viée Fresldent of the United States and Mrs. Humphrey.
All please remaln standing.

(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN SODEN: Also accompanying the Vice
President 1= the Honorable Richard J. Daley, the
Mayor of the City of Chicago. Let's hear a hand.

(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN SODEN: Also belng escorted tq the
rostrum 1s the Governor of the State of Missouri,
tne Honorable Warren E. Hearnes. Let's give him a hand.

(Applause.)
CHAIRMAN SODEN: Now, to bring the greetings

of the Governor of Illincls, the Honorable Otto

19



Kerner, I'd like to present to yoﬁ former State Sena-
tor, now the Administrative Agent of the Governor,
Robert Maher, Administrative Assistant.

(Applause. )

MR. MAHER: Thank you, Chairman Soden. Ladies
and comrades and our distinguished guests, and Mr,
Vice President and Mrs. Humphrey, 1t 1s my honor
to appear here this morning to extend the greetings
of Governor Kerner to all of you fine people in the
State of Illinois,

We are most happy and proud that you are
with us at this time. I am sorry, and the Governor
is sorry, he could not attend this morning, but he
asked me to extend to you, to each of you, his
begt wishes and his heartiest cohgratulations on
choosing the City of Chicago and the State of Illinoig
for your convention at this time,

We hope you all have a very fine time.
Thank you very kindly.

| (Applause,)

CHAIRMAN SODEN: Bob, 1t gives me a great deal

of pleasure to present you with this guest's badge

to wear at the cdHnvention and you will be entitled

20



to all the privileges and hospitaiity of a dis-
tinguished guest,

MR. MAHER: Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN SODEN: And now it is an honor and a
privilege for me to present to you & man, an out-
standing American, a man who heads up what I consider
the finest city in the nation, and during his term
of office has been somewhat of a congtruction man,
because of the outetanding job that he has done 1in
rebuilding our great city, the Queen of the Midwesp,
and I am sure that you will agree that there 1is no
other lake front comparable to the City of Chicago.

So, it 1s indeed an honor and a privilege
to present to you the Honorable Richard J. Daley,
Mayor of the City of Chicago.

(Applause.)

MAYOR DALEY: Thank you very much, Commander
Soden. Great Americans, Outstanding Viece President,
Hubert Humphrey, Mrs. Humphrey, members of the mili-
tary, governors, distinguished officials and dele-
gates to the convention of the V.F.W., we in Chicago

are happy you are holding your convention here,

21



because we know what you represent throughout Ameries,
because we are familiar with your actions 'r our
cities.

In these troublesome times, we need the
help and assistance and the guidance and the auggestions
of organlzatlons such as the Veterans of Foreign Wars
because you and your organization have been and are
interested 1n the problems confronting us in the
fields of better opportunities for education, better
oppgrtunitiés for employment, in the task of trying

to translate the great national programs into the

rank-and-file of our ecitizens which the Vice President

and the President have done so ably and so courageously
ahﬂ;aa=dbnstructively;'

Your organization, in dts effort.to pro-

~ vide 1eadership_and'atla time when léadership is so

necessary in ‘eivil, as well as in the miiitary com-

munity, and the militapy 1life. Your stand on tHe

various prﬁblems of today 1s ample evidence of what
the men and womenjof this great organization are
doing throughout our céuntry. So, we 1ﬁ Chicago
are happy you've come'éo see us. We are a great

metropolitan city. We are not perfect, we have o
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'plﬁasurell present: you with this guest's badge, 1

beautiful 1lake frontx butiwe also hdve the caprry-
over of slum and blight, whieh we are dedlcs:ed
remove.,

We' have wonderful schools of higher educa-
tion, but we also have pockets of poverty which we
are trying to eliminate under the great natlonal
progfamsioﬁ the Presideﬁt_and the Yic? Frexident.

But we need the help of thousands and thousands of

%people and are receiving it from the membercnjn of

| this fine organization‘-

.,We hope;yﬁy geé a Iittlé of aur' clby bes

-cauSe@jiike any other dﬂty, we . are proud of many of

du? &Ehievementsg'as_thezCammander g9 well said.

I NEarey proud of the fac* that in all fh@ neichborhoods

"

-}Hki
and gammunities or Chicago and Chicagoland there 18

.?;great 1eade}ship in the Al F W,

.._;L‘--

S agaiﬂ, TG all Of ynu, may VOur ‘stay

~ be a pleasant one, maY you come hack 5 SR s

~ and again, aﬂd I am &arry I can't lnvite youw to the

L

 Worlds Series at the White Sox Ball Park,

f&pplause.)

CHATRMAN SObEﬁ: ftilis with a great dea| of



Sl s SRR e S T N R T S A Ry P gt al e S AT o

} R i v

hﬂpﬂYﬁu“‘ill ‘wear it at the convention and T knaw
N ?.}5;ff&@g11@§§£1§7t§tyéﬁ to all fhe privileges of a dis-

: o e
JAn R




. : {

v‘?ill;bé-éﬁ@_gfﬁ$b£=greatest because of the haospitality

k . 4

_“b‘&’aﬁ EJ?C%EﬂdEG ty us,  May I thank thoge
'fdﬁ

=%

%;;@f ﬁ%eir?eancgrﬂ, their devotien
‘our organizat

e ol 15 iy T
L Yy ” 3
1‘.t‘ P S

lon and to tell yau that

hext year
D s aTh
" B AR IR



“':The.bravﬂ

- all races
together.

';ﬁméﬂicans.




5-.-.1 t."lJ ¢_'_
the tharana of Formigm ﬂﬁiﬂ ;~egh
J!"Ill I r ‘.:-

»
ad 3
PEE
r"_':

- - " ‘l-'_
el

(]
Ege
m
L
m
?
fé’
L ]
-
e
§
e
'.'rﬂ
}'G‘
=
1]
m
25
par
¥
=k -E..

I

>verséeas who haa pa?fawmeé. oty
of duty . All the cﬁmmalg _ {_}é?p
.‘:1";"1 - ' '.1_-_'}.:1

erseas recaiveﬂ tﬁe anng@_*A"_hG;f:
tne Award, and in being a Jf:%ll
tinguish&ﬁ and impartial 3 ":l;

i
EiZ ™ v
I. K

'ﬁm$y selecﬁ':'the first winner, Lieutmnan%

, ﬁe;e;s}! "&ﬂavinovic fier 2ot ed _‘.. ;
it ) A . SRS

o0 LAy et dN Lieutenan ‘G¢avinovich will you please 'hﬂgﬂ,;f7

| Here is ofe winner who has been flown to

ﬂ_gﬁ_wy”ﬁﬁéﬁﬂir Forcef€rom Sﬁain.

: _f_ pix ' A 115 1like ’ tell you a 1ittle bit about

,*.E;hia ﬂinme.r ,Lieu*d7ant Glavinovich performed her
_act of heroism foll wine; the 'accid’enta.l activation

_tm April 20th, 196.-'. of a Navy 67 parachute signal

flare whicech struek . erry W. Parson of the United

-i,_ i




e ""ﬂ"
il-. J! i

A

55F¥%&51

il " l '

o - Atutes’ ﬁag;a
?%¥&§éfﬁ§§

:patient ﬁ@ thﬁ@ﬁ.

ﬂﬁt Raﬁa ﬂaval SJ

"“xh&r& he-uaamd Eﬁl r ”-@%Psih a
Ak

hua forcing ax?ﬁaﬁ Eﬂ%a biﬁ
_u"

._..ur—; -",;1 “F 3 ‘ o
f-klaé& stream 'Li&_

_|I~ L E
L.fie the ﬂurse on thw

| Glavinovich vwlun%a&rﬁd Yo

L that waulﬁw&enmmnanyfﬁheh

g&ti&at and also st 1th him during the sessians

iﬁ ;hs.ﬂecempre531«; hambor <

Following ®he flight, the patient was in

. the decompression Q#fﬁher four times, and when oaut

4

_of the chamber, reaulired arcund-the-clock save from
__iieu#an&nt‘ﬁiavinévifﬁ and the other medical perssnnel
f;1heeauae of his crit#al injuries. Twice in the de-

*_ 'c@mpﬁessian chamber ; major aftery ruptured ,

ﬁeceasitating decom« esslnw the patient and his

attendants rapidly without the usual recommended

| procedures, thus subjecting them to possible
C

&



i SEM
Colonel E

s Air Force,

5

a&;f.a. | N

mgaﬁﬁ“aﬁrvxgilant*ﬁﬁ;ﬁg as

gtto her own health an ‘Egll
‘. Lisutenant -len

A gf the Laﬂies Auxiliaey to
0}1

~[,Hars af the United fﬂ:%es.

m:amnt this citatio and

five hundred dollara May

{

; in
i * .

o

¥

-"J 1] L

1302115 in,mraa ﬁa at, ﬁﬁ-—

K- stignment .‘En.vwvin&*"fﬁ‘@% L

-_"?|‘;.-v i-

-.'-'_; i ].

b __*_‘ ":

‘1\‘1’

well aﬁ R@QSQMhy;h&ﬁgggé”L
being M fﬁ?i?  ' 7S
Gia”1“°V1chw:dh'béﬁa4ﬁfa" :
the Veterans Or"Fﬁr2i§h ]fL;_.j*?
it is my privilege;tﬁ Wf&' '

with It osur cheelk for

T read the citation?



l‘ J ’

States awards thiq Qia

agm to ﬁirst %

Lieutenant Helen M. Giﬁ&ih@kﬁéh, ﬁhg

._.;_

Foreign Warse

e B

1965, in Chicago, Ilg QQis, Harie Elﬂgaﬁ. I

MRS. KLUGOW: We knﬁé-hnr affecttonatély.as

"Helen" now. It 1is a4 gre#t honor for ma to b=
erving young lady who
of our Armed Forcas
beYoqd and above her ordii;ry‘duty. Muy I presant

Lieutenant Glavinovich,

(Applause.)

LAl
o}

=



portant day in my life.
' (Applause.)
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:f;g;gg@g_ﬁmeyiggg'éhg mivéd up: to the highest FraEh CE R
.-agf&pux-$e§viée.aﬁd youy' Counbry . “Youl trily repre-
‘Fﬁeﬁﬁlthnﬁgzgailant men in defending the {reéedom
3_-ih;¥i§¢.ﬁam-today.

Sergeant Bowlin, if yow will come spround
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to me, please, I will ask the Vice President of the

f._ | United States to assist in this pras@ntétian
(Ap plau Be .)
_ 3y EQ'MAWER—'IN-:GHIEF' JENKINS: I will read the
=3 - "Phe Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States, National Armed

‘Forces Award, the Gold Medal Citation
Jl@regan@ed_tg_naster Sergeant Calvin ;,
'.-fi,ggglin*.ﬂnited States Army.
"During more than twenty years
*th in the United States_ﬁrmy he has seen
action in the Orient and Canal Zone. He
wasg wounded in the Korean action. He.
‘has received numerous medals and decorations
including the first Distinguished Service
Cross awarded an enlisted man for outstand-
ing combat leadérship'and bravery in Viet ¥
.H:a-m .

"Signed by myself as Commander-in-
Chief, and the Adjutant General."

(Applause. )




EERGEENT*B@WLIN: I'm very haﬂareﬁlﬁ@fanﬁﬂ@j,

_ a:"T;mgm, aﬂxdier&, sailors and Marines, airmen in Viet

1.-_.-,'

‘ﬂﬁm who have served and who now serve, for them and

(Applause.)
' COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: Astronaut Virgil
;”*i” "@Gus" Grissom, whom we honor today, enjoys a dual
Qﬁf&ﬂgistinctien. He is the first human_being to enter
wﬁggaaa on two separate, distinct occasions. And
?erhaps more important is command pilot of Geminil III,
‘ﬁg,mhich the whole world knows familiarly as "Molly

Brown," Grissom was the first person to maneuver

in orbiting spacecraft, changing the flight path

"and speed and altitude. These ploneer accomplish-

' ;¢$§@@3 will even live in the annals of man's con-

.. Quest of space.
s These history-making exploits far away

ﬁ£rﬁﬁ the seventeen-year-old boy nicknamed, YGus, "
’”%“_: who ;riéd to enlist in the Army Air Forces for
li?u—ﬂ-',w.;ﬂcrld-war IT and was told %o, "Go home and grow
| up." Or as the young student who had married in

’ggwng v&rious part-time jobs while hisg

i
e ". _"_‘

b b, LT

.. - X n
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,%hig Award. I consider it a tribute to all ggrﬁﬁwag'"'



Eegree in Mechanical Engineering from Pufﬁua

This led on to hls entrance in the Air Foree, h$5
selection as a test pilot, a major in the Air Eﬁﬁﬁéﬁf&"
Korean War hero, and one of the original seven -
a&trOngut trainees who Joined the United States
Space Program in April 1959, that léd to his pilot-
irgof Gemini TIII.

This great feat of maneuvering in space
is considered by the experts to be an important
prelude to all succeeding missions.

Becausgse of this unique accomplishment,

a break-through in man's struggle to conauer space
and your unsurpassed personal courage and skill in
all operations, the V.F.W. selected you as the 1965
reciﬁient of the V.F.W. Space Aﬁard. Thig was by
unanimous vote of.the National Council of Administra-
tion of the V.F.W. and the first time ever awarded a

person. The first award, last year, 1964, was pre-

to the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
.;fffggé.rémemher that the award carries the

- £ !
1} » L) » ¥
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#t _ best wishes of the one million three hundred thousand
overseas veterans.
(Applausge.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: I will read the

citation.
"Weterans of Foreign Ware of the

United States, National Space Award, Gold

Medal Citation presented to Astronaut Virgill

I. "Gus" Grissom, Lieutenant Colonel, United

States Air Force, in recognition of his out-

standing contribﬁtions of the United States

Sclentific Space Achievements as the first

man to make two space craft flights sub-

orbital in 1961 and the two-man Gemini.

flight in March 1965, signed by myself as

Commander-in-Chief and attested by the

Ad jutant General."

Congratulations, Colonel Grissom.
COLONEL GRISSOM: Thank you.

(Applause. )

E," COLONEL GRISSOM: Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President and National Commander.

% Over the past I guess six years since
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1959, since I have been in this program, 1've re-
ceived a good number of awards. But thls one means
a great deal to me because the V.F.W. was one of
the first organizations to support our program,
You supported us bapk in the early days when we
really weren't a 1égit1mate outfit, I guess, back
before we had the flights of Al Sheppard and John
Glenn, and so on, back before it became popular to
give us support.

So, I appreciate what you have done for

us, and I especially appreciate this award today.

Thank you.

(Applause. )

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: We are highly
honored that the Vice President of the United States
should favor us with his presence and counsel at

the opening session of the Sixty-Sixth Annual Con-
vention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 1s, vperhaps,
an indication of his appreciation of the vitality

and worth of our organization. We thank him sincerely
for honoring us.

Our speaker has lef't for the record one

of the most colorful and interesting careers to be



found today in American political life. The fact

that he is the first Democrat Minnesota sent to the
Senate will live long in political annals. And, there
on a subcommittee of hig Important Foreign Relations
Committee, he led the effort that resulted in the
Senate passing a resvlution in favor of "An Inter-
national Agreement for the Suspension of Nuclear
Weapons Test."

However, it is bellieved the high psint of
his legislative career came when given the pén used
by President Johnson to sign the historical Ccivil
Rights Act. The President then gave Senator Humphrey
the speech made to the nation after his signing, and
wrote thereon:

"Te Hubert Humphrey, withaut
whom it couldn't have happened.,”

This seems an appropriate time to invite
attention to the unceasing effort of our sSpeaker to
help the veteran and his dependents. In élerting the
Senate to the growiﬁg number of aging veterans, he
said:

"No single agency of the U.S.

government will be or is meeting the medical

4o



T P e A PN = o, e
- rsald a '.;:' < =

. regarding veterans, Mr.

.r:J
L
p—

plhe | S8

needs of the larger group than the Veterans
Administration. It 1is not simply the respon-
gibllity to meet the problems of diseaées of
the aged but, rather more positively, tS

help our veterans enjoy the fullest of health."

And agaln, in summation of his views on

our national obligation to veterans and thelr depen-
dents, Senator Humphrey saild:

"The veterans of our nation have
made tremendous contributions to the welfare
of our people, in time of peace as well as
in time of war. Thelr patriotliec devotlion
and loyal service merit the attention and
gratitude of all Americans."

He assufed his fellow countrymen that he
"efforts for adequate recognition by

would continue

Congress of the needs and welfare of our veterans and
their families."

In comment on Senator Humphrey!'s views
Driver, Administrator of
Veteran Affairs, sald at the dedlcation of the
Washington Veterans Administration Hospital in April,

1965
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"He has more than kept faith with
America's veterans, for he has been tneir
advocate, their spokesman, and their champion
against the forces of indifference."

It is my high hoﬁoﬁ to present an eminent
legislator, astute statesman, member of the "Inner
Club" of the Senate and a true friend of ours, the
Vice President of thé United States, Hubert Humphrey.

Thieg 18 a badge and an honorary membership.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you.
(Applause. )
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Commander Buck Jenkins,
Mra. Klugow, the officers of the Veterans of Foreign

Wars and the many distinguished guests that have
been here, the Mayor of the City of Chicago. my good
friend, Mayor Daley, the Governor of the State of
Missouri, Governor, and these that you have honored
today, these many fine and disting&isheﬂ'ﬁmﬂr:uans
that you have bestowed honor upon,.permit me 19

join in Jjust a word of commendatlion to them, to
Lieutenant Helen Glavinovich who has-dist'nsuishnd

herself and has been honcred by you today, to the

herc of Viet Nam, Master Sergeant Bowlin, and to
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that hero of space Wwhom I've nad the privilege of
knowing for some time, Gus Grissom, we salute esach
and evary one of you for your many fine achisvements.

Now, it isn't often the privilege of the
Vice President of the Uhited States to introduce
someone, but I was 1n the back of this hall when I
was hearing some very important words, and I intended
to hear them, and I don't 1nteﬁd to be in thes back
of the hall.

(Long ovation.)

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: L.dlee and gentlemen,
whenever there is a volce that s peaks for democracy,
we need to hear it and I want to take this moment --
and I will come back just a little later -- to present
to you Mr. Goodrich, speaking as the Volce of Demo-
cracy.

(Applause.)

MR. GOODRICH: Thank you Very much, Mr. Viee
President. Commander-in-Chief Jenkine, members of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Ladiss Auxiliary.
The Challenges of Citizenship. Citlzenship, unfortu-
nately, does not mean the same thing the world over.

When I say "citizenship", we in this country are



naturally reminded of freédom, for the brand of
citizenship which each of us should 1live 1s founded
on, and cannot exist, without freedom.

In other parts of the world where fresdom
18 restricted or even withheld, citizanship loses
its meaning, and we might as well give it the nams
of "existenceship" or "ownership".

The benefits of our type of citizenshlp
are Well known. Among the many blessings our country
offers are freedom to order our lives, freadom to
form and hold our own opinions, freedom to worship
as We please and many, many more. We are constantly
reminded that along with the pleasure of these gifts
goes a4 responsibility and a duty to preserve them.
But how can these responsibilities be carried out?
How can we safeguard our freedom? This is the challenge
of citizenship.

People who hava accepted this challenge in
the past are familiar to all of us. Among them ars
the free-thinking nobles who dared defy tradition
and force King John to sign the Magna Carta. Thare
was also a small group of plain, proud farmers who

stood in the way of the British resgulars on
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Concord Bridge, and a devoted group of fifty-five
men who risked their lives, theilr fortunes and thelr
sacred honor by signing the Declaration of Independence.

Today it 1s sasy to forget what an advan-
tage free-thinking and free enterprise gives us over
nations where fresedom is compromlsed.

It 1= likewise easy to recount the men of
the past who have met freedom's challenges. Many
citizens, however, wish to know what we can do for
our country now, what the challenge of citizenship
1s today.

To galn appreclation of our freedome, the
formula is simply to enjoy it and to use them. We
should take every opportunity to use our freesdom not
as & license, but as a liberty to be enjoyed. The
danger in keeping our freedoms 1n reserve, something
to fall back on, 1s that one day when We need fresedom
most, we may find nothing there.

For instance, wa should constantly and
conscientiously form opinions and express them at
every opportunity. The only time many Americans
bother to form opinions on public issuss 1= & few

weeks before election day in November. Even then



they merely vote aﬁd never bothar to discuss the
issues.

I am not comdemning this citizen. Howaver,
i1f the only vay people express their opinions was
by pulling a voting lever, this is keaping up on
freedom of speech about as well as we would kaep
up on world events by reading a newspaper avery
four years.

At the same time we make and express our
conscientious opinions, we should listen to what
other peoﬁla have to say. By listening to others,
our opinions become temperad with a sense of tolar-
ance and understanding that comes from looking at
all sides of the problem.

Of course, along with those psople who
may temper our opinions, there are always those
with whom we disagree completely. But since 1t
is i1mportant that the rights of a minority bs pro-
tected, we might as well adopt the attitude of
Voltaire when he gaild:

"I disapprove of what you say,
but I will defend to the death your right

to say 1t."

o



This type of chivalrous feeling, champion-
ing the rights of others, 1& the principle on which
our country was founded,

In cloglng, I would like to say that free-
dom today depends on our willingness to keep using
our freedoms, not to hold them in reserve. It de-
pends on our abillity to look at all sides of a
problem and let our opinions be tempered by those
of others.

Finally, it rests with our concern, not
merely for our own rights, but for the rights of
people who disagree with us. This is the challenge
of citizenship. Xeep our freedom from rusting with
neglect. It 1is one of the few things that will never
wear out 1f used.

Thank you.

(Applause.)
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Ladies and gentlemen,
aren't you proud of that young man?
(Applause. )
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Whenever you become
a little discouraged reading the headlines, listening

to the radio and televisglon, just remember that
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Charles Goodrich represents millions of young men
and women 1n this country that feel as he feels.
They may not be able to speak as eloquently, but
their heart and thelr spirit 1is every bit as true,
(Applause.)

Permit me first of all, to express my thanks
once again to Buck Jenkins, the Commander-in-Chief
for this warm and generous and friendly introduction.
There 1s only one Buck Jenkins.

(Applause.)

When he gave that rebel yell up here, I

wasn't quite sure what was going to happen.
(Laughter.)

Now, you have a man who suc¢ceeds him to
speak with a Norwegian accent, Andy Borg. My good
friend, Andy, from Superior, Wisconsin, met Mrs.
Humphrey and myself at the airport, and we are
8o grateful to him and tao Cooper Holt, who represents
the V.F.W. 8o ably and effectively 1in Washington,
D.C., and I want to thank these gentlemen fov their
courtesies and permit me once agaln to express, on
behalf of our government, and I know on your behalf,

the congratulations and the gosd wishes of all of
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us to this very charming, lovely and also very able =--
professionally able and courageous nurse that you've
honored today as the Unsung Heroine, Helen CGlavino-
—vich, who has distingulshed herself and her country.

Now, Cus Grissom, he is sort of .the senior
of the space crews, the astronauts. I had the privi-
lege of being with Gus Grissom and Commander Young
right after their free orbital flight and as I told
these two men, they were great in outer space, but
they had a bt to learn about parades. I taught them
about parades, and I suggested we all stay within our
respective jurisdictions.

(Laughter.)

We are mighty proud of our astronauts, our
space men. It's my privilege to serve as the Chair-
man of the Space Council and I visit with. sur astro-
nauts, I visit with thelr assoclates and one of the
most Inspliring developments in our country, one af
the most encouraging, i1s this pattern of partner-
ship, of teamwork that we have between the National
"Aeronautics and Space Agencieg, the Department of
Defense, the government and the private contractors,

private business, labor and management, universities
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and scientists, all working together. Tt is such a
&
story of cooperation as we need these days, and a

word that characterizes all of this effort i one

- word, excellence.

These men thatf&oar into outer space are
men that are excellent 1&;every measurement, and
fhé machines they use anéfthe direction there is,
ﬁhe'management and the c%ntrol of the mission, it
is just.excellént. .

My fellow Amer%cans, in the day and age 1in
which we live, it would be well for every active
American to want to measure up to the standards
of excellence.

Now, let me pay my respects today. fto
Ron Kenitz, the Commander of the Minnesota Department

that 1s here. I'm sorry that the Mayor of Chicago

was unwilling to pass out tickets to the Worlds Series,

‘

8 ince Ron is here and I'm Vice'President, I mustn't

usurp the right of any of my fellow compatriots out
in Minnesota. I think that you'd like to know that
immediately after this session, Ron Kenitz will be
handing out tickets to the Worlds Series.

(Laughter and applause.)
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He told me on the wéy coming in, he said:
"Are you going to announce that the Twins are the
winners, or am I?" I said, "It Just depends on who
gets to the microphone first. "
(Laughter. )
But we still have to contend with Cleveland,
plus Detroit, with Baltimore, and witﬁ Chicago.
(Applause.)
But I must say, my friends from New York,
I doubt that you are going to make it this year.
(Laughter.)
General Tylor, of the Marine Corps, and
General Dogge, of Pifth Army, my very best wishes,

and the same for Mr, Driver who is here with you

from the Veterans Administration. These men served

you and served you well,

I understand you had a beautiful memorial
;l service last evening, and I know 1t must have been

a very moving and very inspiring occasion for you,

» and if you had Dr. Elson, as I belleve you did, with

you, you couldn't have had a finer man or a more
inspiring and moving speaker than this distinguished

churchman.
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Well, I come here today to your conventilon

$ - to speak to you candidly, frankly, and sgeriously,

A

%, about a number of matterg that are facing us zg a

. : people, and as a nation.

1

1y

gl I am very honored to say the least to have

been presented to this convention, to have been A6
vited here, and highly honored, to follow in the

43 : footsteps of this young man who s8poke to us of citizen-

f;, ship and 1ts responsibilities, and to deliver the

i keynote address of this Sixty-Sixth Natlional Conven-
3 tion of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United

3

IR States.
| I am extremely grateful, speaking for
our government, to your Commander-in-Chief Buck
Jenkins for all of his service, in peace and in war,
;j President Johngon; before I left Washingtan,
asked me perponally to convey to you; Buck, and to
this convention his appreciation for the good work
that you have done throughout the years, and today
ag well, to make this a safer and freer world, and
to make this a better world and a stronger America,
I am privileged to Join the President in this nessage

of sincere appreciation.



Public life 18 not an easy life. We all
have our points of view, and in these trying days when
it 18 very difficult to know what is right, and even
difficult to ecarry out the decisions, you cannot
realize how much it means toour President, to your
government, to know that there are strong and brave
Americans standing in support when that support is
needed the most.

When necessity dictated actlion in the
Gulf of Tonkin about a year ago and in the Caribbean,
your Commander-in-Chief telegraphed the President your
firm pledge of support. He was there early giving
that message of support from this great organization.

A few months ago, during a time of uncer-
tainty in the Atlantic Alliance, you demonstrated
this nation's commitment to that Alliance and to
NATO when you conferred your Bernard Baruch Gold
Medal on General Lyman Lemnitzer Sefore representatives
of all NATO nations, and I understand that you will
confer that same medal upon a very distingulshed
American at this convention, Mr, David Lawrence, the
editor of the United States News and World Report.

(Applause. )

T
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And then you sent your Commander-in-Chief
to Southeast Asia to tell the leaders there snd the

people of that part of the world that this great

‘American organization, the Veterans of Forelgn Wars,

stood with President Johnson and the pledge that this
country had made to that country of South Viet Nam
and to the people of that beleaguered jittle country.

Buck Jenkins visited, too, our men in uni-
form in Southeast Asia. He went to the Cambodian
frontier; he went to that surrounded base of Da Nang
and to the Marlne beachhead at Chu Lai to tell our
men that you were with them.

I would hope that more Americans would do
exactly the same.

(Applause.)

Let me assure this audience, having visited
with many of the men and thé officers that have re-
turned to South Viet Nam, only recently having visited
Fort Bragg, beilng there with and interrogating for
several hours officers and men of the Special Forces,
let me assure you that after having talked with them
that the morale and the gpirit of our fighting men

in Viet Nam is strong and good, and the least that

54



this nation can do is to match it at home among the
civilian population.
(Applause.)

I know that you will help get that job done.

Today, facing great challenges in the world
and at home, we Americans must learn to work together
in unity. My fellow Americans, we must have respect
for law and order. We have ways of settling our dif-
ferences in the law courts, in the assemblies, in the
legislative bodies, in the public forum and the public
meeting, this nation 18 not unmindful of the needs
of its people and this nation and this government is
determined to rectify any injustice, determined to
make a place in the this America for everyone that
wante a place and determined to open up the gates of
opportunity for everyone in this nation who wants to
pass through those gates, regardless of face, his
coloxr, his creed. There is room enough for everybody.

(Applause,)

Thus, as we must deplore violence and in-
gist upon order, so we mugt deplore injustice and
seek to remedy that injustice. We cannot afford in

this country to give to animosities and prejudice and
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division. To do this 18 to serve the enemy, to
weaken our cause, to deny us the strength that we
will need for decadegs and generatlons yet to come.
I thank you for your leadership in helplng create
that spirit of national strength and unity which 1is
needed more than ever today.

But let me get to what is on our mindg, in
other areas,.

Today in Viet Nam, we are being tested by
strong and tenacious adversaries, Do not under-
estimate them. We face an assault by an enemy organized
in detall, tralned indepth, skilled in a strange kind
of warfare we Americans have only begun to understand,
not the warfare where masgsive divisions are moved
across frontiers, but the warfare of penetration,
gsubversion, propaganda, terrorism, infiltration. We
face an assault by adversaries able to infiltrate
thousands of men across boundaries, to regroup those
men.into disciplined units and then to attack weak
points and then to fade away 1in face of equal of
superior strength.

b1l We face an assault by men who use terror

and assassination against civilians as normal weapons.
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My feliow Americans, as your Vice President
I am privileged to see the most secret, confidential
documents of this government. Let me say that this
program of terrorism, of assassination has been golng
on for monthe and years, a new and horrible kind of
warfare alltoo little understood here at home and all
too little understood even in the battlefield.

We face something else as well; the fact
that the totalitarians, the Communist, they feel that
time is on their side and their bellef that we will
inevitably tire and withdraw, and every time someone
says that we should withdraw, i1t feeds thelr flame
of confidence.

Now, today there are volces raiged in this
Jand which say, "Why are we there? Why do we fight?
Let us pull back to a safer and easgler place, It's
such a strange and distant land, isn't 1t? And we

n
A

know so little of it; why are we there

To these voices I answer with the words of
Winston Churchill, simple but pointed words. In 1940
Churchill was asked, "Why does Britaln fight?" And
there were volces of appeasement then and Churchill

said, "If we left off fighting, you would soon find

out."



4 In Viet Nam, if we left fighting, we would

d

5?._ soon find out.

Eﬁ_ (Applause.)

éé;.' ‘ ' For Viet Nam is the testing ground of that
E;; e misnamed "War of National Liberation." What a cruel

joke this "Liberation" really 1s: Liberation from
life, from property, from justice, from human dignilty.
That is their liberation.

By this new form of totalitarian aggression,
3 and that is what it is, and an aggression, our adver-
é}f saries seek to demonstrate once and for all that

g
14 "peageful Co-existence," does not work, They seek

T L

to demonstrate that aggression in 1ts new and ugly
form, and reckless militancy, bring victory. They

seek to demonstrate, just as Hitler and Stalin tried

it

Eﬁ' to do, that demooracies are week and flabby and in-

-

;ﬂ decisive, and they seek to demonstrate that when faced
?' with a choice, democracies will sacrifice small nations
-

E? to safe, even temporarily, thelr own hides.

% Therefore, citizens of this Republic, once

5 :

: again we must prove that they are wrong.

(Applause.)

Three Presidents of the United States have



pledged this natlon to the defense of South Viet

Nam. This 18 no partisan matter. Thls 1s a2 national
matter, and international matter. Three Presidents
of the United States, Dwight Eisenhower, John_Kennedy
and Lyndon Johnson have given notice to the Communist
aggressors, namely: The cost of aggression comes too
high. You must leave your neighbors alone,.

But make no mistake about it. If this
aggression succeeds in one part of this world, it
will quickly follow elsewhere. If we fail to estand
today, we shall have to stand tomorrow even closer
to home.

(Applause.)

It has been asked how many Viet Nams we
are willing to become involved in and to those who
ask if we are to be the guardians of free nations,
there 1s an answer. The President gave that answer.
We did not choose, said the President, to be the
guardians at the gate, but there is no one else,

You see, leadership, which is our privilege -- or
let us say our role today, leadership glives you
really no special privilege. It glves you no luxury.

Leadership i1s a heavy responsibility. It is not the
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cloak of comfort; it calls upon ug for many new
duties and heavy sacrifices, but as President Johnson

gaid, while we do not choose to be the guardians at

the gate, there is no one else.

Now, let it be known then from this plat-
form and elsewhere that we will honor our commitment
in Viet Nam, justas we honor and will honor our commit-
ments in other parts of the world,

(Applause.)

Once that lesson is clearly understood,
there will be the real hope of peace. The adversary
probes us, tests us year in and year out in the hopes
that we will tire, that we will feel that this time
we don't need to resist.

I remind this audience that since World
War II, this nation has suffered over one hundred and
gixty thousand casualties in the protection of free-
dom, and I will remind you what kind of a world would
it have been were it not for the willingness of this
nation to help resist Communist aggression in Greece,
were 1t not for the willingness of this nation to
resist Communist aggression in Korea, what kind of a

world do you think you would live in today had we done
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less? I think you know. It would have been ruined,
a world where the Communist force was on the ascendancy.

Today 1t is a world in which the Communist, with all

of his diabolical trickery, finds himself not gaining,

hardly holding his own and, thank God, in many areas,
losing, and that 1s the kind of a world we need.
(Applause.)

Now, Jjust what are our obJjectives In Viet
Nam?

Well, our first objective, and I want you
to remember this when you talk to your neighbors. our
first objective 18 to prove to the Communist aggressors
that free men will not yileld to the force of arms,
Our obJjective 18 to demonstrate once again that brute
force 1s not the rule of law and we will not bend or
yield to 1t.

Now, that is why we have strengthened sur
forces in Viet Nam as we did over this decade; that
is why we have increased our asslistance to a brave
South Viet Nam Army and a brave South Vietnamese people
with all of thelr troubles with all of the instabllity
that 1is so evident.

A word about that Army of South Viet Nam.
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That South Vietnamese people Army, since 19€1, has
suffered 25,000 dead and 51,000 wounded, greater
losses 1n proportion to population that we have suf-
fered in all of World War II; ten times our losses
in the Korean War,

And yet, I hear people say they have doubt
as to whether or not these people want their freedom.
My fellow Americans, a people that are willing to
sacrifice that much 1ife and treasure, I think, have
demonstrated that they love freedom, they are willing
to die for 1t and now they want a change toc live for
it. |

(Applause.)

And to those who feel that somehow or another
the regime to the north, the Communist regime in North
Viet Nam represents the will of the people, let me
remind them that not a single prominent Socuth Viet-
namese person has defected to the enemy, not one;
despite the tragedy, the sorrow and the paln and the
suffering of a cruel guerilla war.

I believe that the credentials of the
people of South Viet Nam for freedom have been written

in blood. The South Vietnamese people last year alone
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lost four hundred thirty-six local officials by
agssassination; they lost another one thousand one
hundred local officials by kidnapping or an unknown
fate. This would be equivalent in our country of
having well over thirty-five thougand of our mayors
and our councilmen, Mr. Mayor, assassinated and kid-
napped.

The task of provid;ng local government and
local administration even in a country as developed
ags this one would be indeed difficult 1f not impossible.
Last year, eleven thousand civilians weres lost o
murder, kidnapping and forced labor. But 1n face
of this unbelievable 1nt1midati§n, these same Viet-
namese people turned out to vote -- yes, they have
had eleections recently. You dian't read much about
that, but they did have elections, free elections,
and they turned out to vote in recent elections In
far higher percentages than we usually reach 1n our
own American elections.

A full Bixty-seven percent of South Viet-

namese adults, under threat of death to themselves
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and their families, registered to vote in those

electionse and seventy-three percent of those registered



did vote In those elections. I submit that that 1s
a pretty good test of their loyalty to freedom.
(Applause.)

Now, what is our second objective? Well,
once we prove to the aggressors that aggression
will not work, and we shall prove it, our second
objective is to bring a Jjust peace to a land which
has gone too long without any peace. T{me doesn't
permit me to tell you of thé great programs of
economic and social development that we presently
are engaged in with our neighbors and friends in
South Viet Nam.

Let me only say this,bthat we have been
building thousands of schoolg in cooperation with
the South Vietnamese. They have done most of it;
we have done others. We helped establish a great
university; we have established hundreds of hosplitals
and clinles under the thfeat of fire and bomb; we
want the story of the bravery and the dedlcatiocn
of these little people in South Viet Nam to be
known. All too often all we hear 1g of a guerilla
attack, of the bomb that was placed in the police

chief!s home or of the mortars that are lobbed 1n
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on an alr base. But, ladies and gentlemen, while

all of this 1s golng on, hundreds of thousands,

millions of people in that beleaguered 1little land

are attempting to build a soclety, and I am proud as

an American to be of some help to them as they seek

to build a better society for themselves,
(Applause.)

Now, we have made it clear, through our
President and the officers of this government, again
and again that we are ready to negotiate towards that
just peace for, as our President has said, we fear
the meeting room no more than we fear the battlefleld.

One of the signs of a weakness of a people
or a nation is arrogance, braggadocio. Only the
strong can work for peace; only the strong can ex-
tend a hand in cooperation even during times of
difficulty.

No less than fifteen times we have offered
to begin discussions, unconditional discussions to
bring this murder and this carnage to a halt, and
many nations, including the Secretary General of the
United Natlions have sought to bring the aggressors

to the conference table.
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But, the reply to date has been, "No," a
defiant, rude and arrogant "No."

So, what must we do? 1 am sure you don't
" think we should withdraw, and I am confident that
you don't think that we should have a major World
War III. So, what muat we do? All that an honor-
able people can do. We must continue to resist ag-
gression and punlish the enemy, and we must contlnue
to relentlessly pursue every avenue to a Jjust and
honorable peace,

We must make the aggressors realize that
democracies have learned their lessons well,

I hope that we have learned those lessons
well, I hope that we have learned that it did not
satisfy Hitler's appetite to give him what he wanted,
plece by pilece, only to have him want the world.

There 18 no way to satisfy the appetite
of an aggressor. We must make the aggressors realize
that our patience, our perseverance, our strength 1s
greater than theirs, and that time is on our side
and, whenever you think of our troubles, fellow
Americans, just imagine if you would, the leaders Iin

Hanol and they need these men and women and Hanol
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making the decisions of the Viet Cong, they have to
face up to the facts that this country has committed
vast amounts of ite resources of material and men to
the defense of South Viet Nam. That is something that
haunts them because no matter how you may think of
your country, and I know how you think of 1t, you
love it, let me tell you the enemy understands our
strength. They are no fools even in their arrogance.
What they are hoping is that we will fall to under-
stand our strength; what they are hoping 1s that we

will losefaith in ourselves. What they are hopling 1s

that we will turn tall and run.

I have a feeling that they are hoping for
the wrong things.

(Applause.)

But we are not unmindful that just as
strength and force 1s needed to resist the aggressor,
that force alone is no solution to the problem. This
struggle 1s political, social as well as mllitary.

In fact, 1t is overwhelmingly political.

So, we must continue to recognize that the

people of Viet Nam as people everywhere must have

hope of a better day, and the Communist has a way of



propagandizing people into believing that they offer
the hope. We must make 1t clear, with our zllies in
our role of assistance. We must help the South

' fietnameae people make 1t clear to themselves that
there 18 hope for a better day. We must continue to

do all we can to help create 1imn South Viet Nam, and
Southeast Asla and all places where man desperately
hopes for a new tomorrow, we must help create societies
which offer man something to live for and to work

for,

This 1s why your President spoke as he
did at Johns Hopkins University of massive economic
and soclial developments. You know, the American eagle
i1s the symbol in this country and that eagle and claws
of one foot has the arrows, part of the strength of
this nation, and in the other claw 1s the olilve
branch; and the eyes of the eagle are cast to the
symbol of peace.

A balance of purpose, strength not for the
purposes of strength, strength not for the purposes
of conquest, strength not for the purposes of domina-
tlon, because we seek no conquest, we seek no domina-

tion, we seek no new power. Our strength now, asg



throughout our history, 1= for but one purpose, the
purpose of a just soclety, the purpose of an honor-
able peace, the purpose of life and life meaningful.
 Not death, but 1life; not destruction, but building.
This is our pledge. Let us not forget this.

The real revolution in thie qorld, and
there 1s a revolution, is the revolutlion which took
flame from our own America, a revolution towvards
opportunity, human dignity, salf-determination, self-
respect. This 1is what people want. We Were the ones
that carry that torch and that flame. We are the
authors of this authentic world revolution and 1t
i1s our obligation in our strength and our wealth to
give 1t continued 1ife and it 1is in Viet Nam, in
Burope, in Latin America, 1in great nations aﬁd small,
our obligation to defend it when 1t 1= threatened
by ruthless and brutal force, and this, as in the
past, we shall now do today and tomorrow.

(Applause.)

So, let me reflect and meditate with you
4n these final words. We are meeting the respon-
eibilities of leadership, and We are meeting them

with a strength and falth and courage. strength

69



and faith and courage are exactly what we will need,
for there is no end in sight to the burdens we must
carry, to the challenges that we must face. I believe
that an honorable man must speak honorably and frankly
to people. We must not delude ourselves. Thisworld
in which we live is in turmoil, and in rapid and
almost unbelievable change. There ‘are no easy days
ahead and we must be prepared for the long night.

But I ask you, what country and what people hags so
much to do with as we? How fortunate and how blessed
we are that as we assume, through no desire of our
own, this role of leadership that we have been given
the know-how, the brain power, the knowledge, the
spiritual power, the resources to be worthy. of that
leadership.

The American people are a great people, and
greatness 1is exactly what the times demand. The
American for today and tomorrow must be, and he will
be, the same relentless, adventurous ciltizen as his
forebearers.

Let me tell you of that America as I see
him.

I see him as the son of a very rich nation,
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yet a person of conscience with a deep concern for
his fellow man.

I see him as one-who has defeated the enemies
of freedom, and yet extends the hand of friendship and
cooperation to build a new and a better world com-
munity.

Hate is not in him; understanding is what
he wants and seeks.

I see him surrounded by materialism, yet
questioning its real value, impatient -- oh, yes,
impatlient with things as they are, but yet not im-
patient in remedy or Jjudgment,

I see this American of our community, our
sons and daughters strong, but not belligerent, willing
to debate as this young man spoke to you today of the
willingness to listen to another's point of view,
wllling to debate, but alsoc able to decide.

Yes, the road ahead demands an American
nation with all of these qualities, fully able to
wear the mantle of leadership.

And so today, we are building here at home
an America both free and secure -- and the building

process 1s not magic, it takes time. We are trying
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to build here at home & nation, one nation, not
North or South, East or West, but one nation under
God, truly indivisible, recognizing the value and
the importance -- yes, the all importance of spiritual
truth, a nation truly indivisible and with liberty
and Justice for all.

In this task we ask your continued help:
The task of extending opportunity and Justice to
not just a few, but all of our citizens, the task
of building'a vigorous and expanding economy, to glve
us the enduring strength for years to come, the task
of forging a nation of free people able to stand
any contest of will with any totalitarian. That is
what we are seeking to do, my fellow Amerlcans.

As we seek to bring thelr education to
our young men and young women, as We seek O root
out these pockets of poverty that have left us
with a sense of weakness and limitation, as we seek
to train the untrained, upgrade the skills, and as
we seek to heal the sick and banish bigotry and In-
tolerance and discrimination, the purpose is to en-
rich 1life, to make human dignity more than a phrase,

make it a reality. But the purpose 1is also to give
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this nation that we talk of so much, this one nation
under God, indivisible with liberty and Justice for
all, to give 1t real meaning, and as we need your
patriotism and support of policies in Viet Nam, we
need your help and your patriotismin support of pro-
grams and efforts, to broaden the base of understand-
ing and opportunity in this America, and to upgrade
the quality of our lives.

We Americans are devoting ourselves today
to the belief that what we do is not for just our bene-
fit alone, but for the beneflit of all mankind.

And again in this task, we ask your con-
tinued help; the task of helping struggling nations
into full citizenship in the world and make no mis-
take about it, these nations -- a full two-thirds
of the world -- two-thirds 1gﬁorant or 1lliterate,

I should say, two-thirds 1ll-housed, ill-clad, hungry,
1mpovefished, two-thirds colored, are targets.

Yes, they are the selected targets for
those who promise quick and easy solutions to the
0ld and the complex problems, They are the targets
and breeding grounds of Communism. So, as we resist

the aggressor on the battlefield, let us also march



into those swamps of intolerance and injustice and
poverty and cleanse them.

Finally, in America today, we are puttling
ourselves to the greatest test which free men ever
faced, the willingness to risk our lives, fortune and
gsacred honor on alien soil, thousands of miles away,
to keep a commitment to resist the aggressor, to
restore the peace. Each man here today has at one

time put himself to that same test. Each man here

stood his ground for his country and for freedom.

The Family of Man of which we are a part

has much to lose to the takers, the grabbers, the

destroyers, the aggressors and that Family of Man

has much to gailn in a world of peace and opportunity.

This 1s our goal, and peace, like a mighty
cathedral, takes time to build. But its majesty 1is
worthy of the effort.

Each of us can contribute something to 1it.
Each of us can be a builder in our time, in our way.
There 18 a time when men must stand in the face of
force and those who break the peace. Yeg, there ig
such a time.

In the words of President Lyndon Johnson,
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we will stand in Viet Nam.
We made our choice, and we will win the
peace,
Thank you.
(Standing ovation.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: I would 1like to
present to this convention a very lovely lady, the
wife of the Vice President, Mrs. Humphrey.

(Applause.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: The Commander of
Minnesota, I ask the Commander of Minnecota, Commander
Kenitz, to come to the rostrum for presentation.

COMMANDER KENITZ: Commander-in-Chilef, our
National President of our Ladies Auxiliary, the
Vice President of the United States, our Honorable
Hubert H. Humphrey, Mrs. Humphrey, to the Honorable
Mayor of the City of Chicago, to the representative
of the Governor of the State of Illinois, to our
many distinguished guests up here this morning, and
to my distinguished comrades and sisters and friends,
you have heard from the Honorable Mayor of the Clty
of Chicago, stating that he was very, very sorry

that he was unable to invite you back into his fair
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city to attend the World Series. You also heard

the Vice President of the United States state that

I would have tickets for the World Series.
(Laughter.)

Well, my fellow comrades and sisters
assembled here this morning, I want to extend to
each of you a warm welcome to our great State of
Minnesota and to my home city, the all-American city
of Minneapolis, to attend the World Series which will
be played this year at our baseball stadium in Bloom-
ington, Minnesota.

(Applause.)

To show you the confidence that I have in
our Minnesota Twins and the confidence that other
citizens of our great state have in them, they are
not only going to win the first pennant for this year,
they are also going to win the World Series,

(Applause.)

Comrades and sisters, it is indeed a great
honor and privilege for me to appear before you at
thls Jjoint session to present an award to a fellow
Minnesotan, a fellow Minnesota who we from Minnesota

are all proud of, a person who has devoted a large
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portian of his 1life to serving as a public servant,
and I might add, who has done a marvelous joh, a
person who 18 indeed a true friend of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States, and also a
true friend of all veterans of our great nation.

In making this presentation this morning,
I would like to call on a couple of my assistants from
my great state, Past Commander-in-Chiéf Robert Hansen,

,glr
and also Mr. Council Member Allerd. Would you step
forward, please?

At this time I would like to ask the
Vice President of our United States, the Honorable
Hubert H. Humphrey, to step forward, please.

Vice President Humphrey, on behalf of the
fifty-elight thousand plus members of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the State of Minnesota, I proudly
present to you this morning this golden coclored
reproduction of the flag raising at Iwo Jima and
grateful appreciation for all that you have done for
the Department of Minnesota Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States and to the veteransg of
this éreat nation of ours.

(Applause.)
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: I would like to
present to the convention, for the purposes snly of
recognition the recipient of our Bernard Baruch Award,
which will be awarded tonight at our dinner, Mr.
David.pawrence. Mr. Lawrence, wll you step up here,
please.

(Applause.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHTIEF JENKINS: We are also honored
to have with us on this platform Chairman of the House
Veterans Affairs Committee, Congressman Teague,

(Applause.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JENKINS: We are also honored
to have with us on the platform the Administrator of
the Veterans Administration, the Honorable Bill
Driver,

(Applause. )

.COMMANDER-IN~CHIEF JENKINS: Sergeant-at-Arms,
you will see thap the Vice President and his lady .are
escorted from the hall. Will everyone remain stand-
ing, please?

(Vice President and Mrs.
Humphrey were escorted by
the Sergeant-at-Arms out of

the convention hall.)
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