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act as his liaison with officials of local government. As ·-· ·-
a former Mayor -- one who knows local government first­

hand -- I welcomed that assignme11t. --4 know how 

distant and remote Washington can seem to the man with 

local responsibility. I have been trying,in these months, 
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kirginia has a national reputation for good 

municipal government. The city manager form of -t? -,• Mb n 5 cm · tnta .. • 

~vern me~ was born in Virginia in 190_!1. Today your ~ I )'1' 

excellent training programs in municipal administratio t-:"1~ 

al~ 
, .... 

This Administration is pledged to the goal of a 

_____ ....,.,... 

launching j} . r e new programs ·-= 
-+tJ_~pportunity. 
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< But the future of our nation lies not only 

with the federal government and the legislative branch. 

It lies in our heartland -- in individual American 

communiti~.·J . 
< ~~~ ....J.-tau'1fl.~ 

~ 1~ Great Society ~II II~ made up 

of thousands of great communities. It wi II be an 

America built where you serve.~~· 
~ It is your communities that will have good schools 

or bad ones. --- -< It is your communities that will have decent 

homes or slums. 

-z~;;: ~r communities that wi II have racial 

harmony or racial antagonism. 
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llt is your communities that wi II either wage 

intelligent, coordinated drives on the causes of poverty --

or will ignore this social cancer. 

My 20 years in political life -- from Mayor to 

Vice President -- have taught me what I only vaguely 

understood when I was a political science teacher: That ~ 

-~ the key to success of great national programs is local ~~ 

~ 
My experience in public life has also taught me that we 

cannot blame our problems on some other level of government. 

There are too many manufactured antagonisms between the 

local, state and federal levels -- antagonisms too often 
- -

No greater faces us today than the 

opportunity to strengthen the economic and social structures 
~::51:;;;~75Zl'i'ilf: ;;: ··­

~f our com~u ~iti~, ~our ation. 
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~ \1M fllil lilOYiA~ 11:01~ irt 18iliA~ tl:&t spp&JldiiffY, 

IJ We are investing in both the material and human resources 

of this nation. ( 

Our goal is nothing less than this: To give each 

American citizen, and each American community, the 
~ace c ----

opportunity to contribute to and share in our American 

progress. 

~ can do nothing less. For we must build a 

stronger and better America -- a country running on all 

its cylinders -- to meet the change and challenge of the 

years ahead. -

~e is one change we all know about: The change~ 
of our country from a rural nation to an urban nation. 

}__ It was only forty-five years ago that people in 

American cities first began to outnumber people on our 

farms. 
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~ But by 1970, we can expect that three-fourths of 

our people wi II be living in towns, cities, and suburbs, 

compared to 70 per cent in 1960. At the end of 1964, 

two-thirds of our population lived in 219 such areas&,m 

insrsau kciil N PSI Clflt lit liJliO.<('By 1980 that proportion 

will increase to three-fourths and by the year 2000 to 

four-fifths. 

This growth has imposed new and unprecedented 

burdens on local government for schools, housing, street~ 

and highways, commercial expansion, transit, and welfare 

which should not be lived inJ but are, Four million of 

those homes have no running water or plumbing~,......l'!i,: - ~-·~"'*- •4 • 

ihere is congestion in our cities which cause a 
~~~- (VII 

man to take 'fDIUR time to get to and from work ~ it does 

for an astronaut to orbit the earth. - T ~~.J}J~ 
~ 
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~14e.:am:;wa~ 
~ T~ere are rl2_i.ll! .. ~~s of c.~i _ldre~ wh?.,wi ~~~ without 

a doubt, be on the welfare rolls a few years hence if 
t __ 1WA · -w · r u . t crt tm ,- ·st -e .,. - ·yu wr ·rzr -xrwnm -

1 4 

so met hi ng isn't done. One out of every three children 
C;, m ~ ,.. . ... .,..... · · -~ 

now in fifth g~de will not finish high school, if the 

present dropout rate continues~ 1 ~....J... ... •-
@ ~ /IJfJ. w cdi\ .7F~.~ 
~There is a general s~o~t~ge _of cl_:~n, f~e~h glr . 

of open space . . . of parkland . . . of the things that J 
_ ___ e......,..-· s ro ~·'Jri!P'FP'--

make life livable. 

J.. N~ single communi~y in this age of change can 

meet these demands a lone and without help. That is 
- ·-· - =--

why there are more than 50 major programs of federal 

assistance to local governments. In fiscal 1966 there 

wi II be a total of 13. 6 bi Ilion dollars in federal aid payments 
.,.._ r·r:anttt · ·-., 

to state and local units. 

ft ''l .lS~ ~ \.~-~7 
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~To those who fear that the federal government 

is u su rpi rg the power and pro vi nee of state and local 

governments -- that the federal government is growing 

too large, I point to a few salient facts: 

}.._ S~ and local share of all government revenues 

has increased more than 114 per cent in the last twenty 

years. At the same time, state and local spending have -
increased more than 682 per cent. 

J.... This year, state and local ~urchases of goods and 

services wi II exceed those of the federal government for 
~ ,.. 

the first time si nee 1950. 

h,h e fede ra I debt has increased app roxi mat ely 

20 per cent in the last 20 years; state and local debt 

has increased 420 per cent. 
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In the last 20 years, the number of federal 

civi I ian employees has increased by 100,000 -- that is, 
-..-

about 4 per cent. State and local government employees 

have increased by 3. 7 mi Ilion -- an increase of over 

200 per cent. 

/ No, the federal government is not swallowing state 

and local government. IR tsrt; 11:ere il a Gaoo to be ilidCJe 

that the tedera' ago"OFI'l Mt8Rt R3 5 oat gogo oRi'Ugh. 

J. All governments -- federal, state, and local -- must 

act as partners in solving the complex problems facing the 
. ( : 

city. ) 

- ~ood fences do n.£!_ make good neighbors when 

those fences are bui It between people who must work 
~-..-. 

together to get a job done. 

A This Administration is taking active steps to help 

cities. In this legislative session alone, the American 
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Congress has passed historic laws to provide that help. 

/ To provide lower-cost housing. 

· To create more jobs~·-J~v 

L To strengthen the local tax base. 

j To provide better sharing of costs. 
~ ~ ~-+1-o t! #IA1 U4Ao.. 
To

0 
r:;~~e~i 

To improve health conditions. 

L To stop discrimination. 

L.. To give the American city a voice at the highest 

levels of government through a new Department of 

Housing and Urban Development. 

our neighbo s. 

We w II not try to pay f r needed servi es at o e 

vel of gov it federal, 

ent. ---



We wi II work together to meet the needs of our 
-t1. 

citizens and provide opportunity for all. 

/ our American economy is prosperous and expanding. 

We look forward to a tri Ilion -dollar economy in ten years 1 

tima ' 

We have the means, we have t2:/;e have 

the will .,,,de the leadership to chaoue and 

make it our ally, not our enemy. Ws san iilslil 11 a 
--

~ I said earlier that the building of that Great Society 

will depend on the building of great communities. 

And these communities, in turn, must be built 

by great people: 

--- people of tolerance, compassion and understanding. 

--- people of education and good health. 

--- people seeking and using opportunity. 
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--- people of hope and confidence. 

--- people who have faith in themselves, their 

country and the future. 

President Johnson has made his commitment to 

this taske I join him in that commitment. We ask your 

help. 

##### 



REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY BEFORE 
THE VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE, VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA, 
SEPTEMBER 14, 1965 

I am pleased to be your guest at your sixtieth annual meeting today. 

Several months ago the President asked me to act as his liaison with officials of 

local government . As a former Mayor -- one who knows local government first-

hand -- I welcome that assignment. Because I know how distant and remote Washington 

can seem to the man with local responsibility . I have been trying, in these mGmths, 

to make Washington less distant, less remote, more able to help. 

Virginia has a national reputation for good municipal government. The city manager 

form of government was born in Virginia in 1908. Today your excellent training prograllw 

in municipal administration are being adopted in other parts of the country. 

You have recognized the great opportunities, the great challenges, the great potential 

today for creative local government . 

This Administration is pledged to the goal of a Great Society- -- a society of opportunity. 

This Administration and this Congress are launching creative new programs toward that 

opportunity. 

But the future of our nation lies not only with the federal government and the legislative 

branch. It lies in our heartland -- in individual American communities. 

The Great Society will be an America made up of thousands of great communities. It 

will be an America built where you serve . 

It is your ·communities that will have good schools or bad ones. 

It is your communities that will have decent homes or slums. 

It is your communities that will have racial harmony or racial antagonism. 
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It is your communities that will either wage intelligent, coordinated drives on the 

causes of poverty -- or will ignore this social cancer. 

My 20 years in political life -- from Mayor to Vice President -- have taught me what I 

only vaguely understood when I was a po~itica.I. science teacher: That the key to success of 

great national programs is local implementation and imaginative leadership. 

My experience in pu lie life has also taught me that we cannot blame our problems 

on some other level of government. There are too many manufactured antagonisms between 

the local, state and federal levels -- antagonisms too often manufactured to escape 

responsibility at home base. 

No greate r opportunity faces all of us today than the opportunity to strengthen the economic 

and social structures of our communities, of our nation. 

We are moving ahead in seizing that opportunity. We are investing in both the material 

and human resources of this nation. 

Our goal is nothing less than this: To give each American citizen, and each American 

community, the opportunity to contribute to and share in our American progress. 

We can do nothing less. F or we must build a stronger and better America-- a 

country running on all its cylinders -- to meet the change and challenge of the years 

ahead. 

There is one change we all know about: The change of our country from a rural nation to 

an urban nation. 

It was only forty-five years ago that people in American cities first began to outnumber 

people on our farms. 



• 
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But by 1970, we can expect that three-fourths of our people will be living in towns, cities 

and suburbs, compared tp 70 per cent in 1960. At the end of 1964, two-thirds of our 

population lived in 21 9 such areas, an increase from 59 per cent in 1950. By 1980 that 

proportion will increase to three-fourths and by the year 2000 to four-fifths. 

This growth has imposed new and unprecedented burdens on local government for 

schools, housing, streets, and highways, commercial expansion, transit, and welfare 

pr ograms. 

Today there are over 9 million American homes which should not be lived in, but are. 

Four million of those homes have no running water or plumbing. 

There is congestion in our cities which cause a man to take more time to get to and from 

work than it does for an astronaut to orbit the earth. 

There are water shortages. 

There are millions of children who will , without a doubt, be on the welfare rolls a few year s 

hence if something isn't done. One out of every three children now in fifth grade will not finish 

high school , if the present dropout rate continues. 

There is a general shortage of clean, fresh air . . . of open space . . . of parkland. . . 

of the things that make life livable. 

No single community in this age of change can meet these demands alone and without help. 

That i s why there are more than 50 major programs of federal assistance to local governments . 

In fi scal 1966 there will be a total of 13 . 6 billion dollars in federal aid payments to state and 

local units. 

To those who fear that the federal government is usurping the power and province of state 

and local governments -- that the federal government is growing too large, I point to a few 

salient facts: 
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State and local share of all government revenues ~1as increased more than 114 per 

cent in the last.J:wenty years. Ac the same t ime, state and local spending has ~ incrcaseri 

• more than 682 per cent . 

This year, state and local purchases of goods and services will exceed those of the feder al 

government for the first time since 1950 . 

The federal debt has increased approximately 20 per cent in the last 20 years ; state 

and local debt has increased 420 per cent. 

In the last 20 years, the number of federal civilian employees has increased by 

100,000 -- that is, about 1 per c~nt. S<:ate and local e;overument employees have ·.increasect 

by 3. 7•:million . -~ an. increase of over 200 per cent. 

No, the federal government is not swallowing state and local government. In fact, there 

is a case to be made that the federal government has not done enough. 

All governments -- federal, state, and local -- must act as partners in solving the complex 

problems facin~· tile city . 

No, good fences do not tnake good ueig.i.won:; w11en Uwse fences are built between pe.ople 

who must work together to get a job done. 

This Administration is taking active steps to i1elp cities. In this legislative session alone, 

tile American Congress has passed historic laws to provide that help. 

To provide lower -cost housing. 

To create more jobs. 

To strengthen the local tax base. 

To provide better sharing of costs. 



- 5 -

Th reduce crime. 

• To improve health conditions. 

• 
ToJstop discrimination . 

To ~ve the American city a voice at the highest levels of government through a new 

Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

We will not turn our backs on the problems of our neighbors. 

We will not try to pay fo:r;_ needed services at one level of government alone -- be it 

federal, state or local government. 

We will work together to meet the needs of our citizens and provide opportunity for all . 

Our American economy is prosperous and expanding. We look forward to a trillion­

dollar economy in ten years' time. 

We have the means, we have the energy, we have the will --we have the leadership 

to meet change and make it O'!Ji" ally, not our enemy. We can achieve a Great Society. 

I said earlier that the building of that Great Society will depend on the building of great 

communities . 

And these communities, in turn, must be built by great people:. 

--- people of tolerance, compassion and understanding. 

--- people of education and good health. 

--- people seeking and using opportunity. 

--- people of hope and confidence. 

- --people who have faith in themselves, their country and the future. 

President Johnson has made his commitment to this task. I join him in that commitment. 

We ask your help . 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


