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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHRh~ DISCUSSES SCHOOL DROPOUTS 

FRANK BLA IR: 1.'1Jith millions of the nation's students now re­
turning to school a.fter th-e summer holiday, the Admi'nlstration 1i. 
again doing all it can to ·persuade our young people to finish their 
education and not become educational dropouts. One Administrati.on 
leader in this effort is Vice P:resident Hubert Humphrey, who, in 
this interview. taped ~sterday, discussed this critical problem 
with Today show washington correspondent, Sander Vanocur. Sandy? 

SANDER VANOCUR: Mr. Vice President, we hear a lot about this 
problem of dropouts, but what is the nature o.f the problem? Do 
we have any figures on how many drop out, and how many are go~g to 
drop out in tne next ten years, and what does this mean to our 
economy? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, we do have figures. Of course, 
these are all estimates. The figure that we have for this year is 
an estimate of approximately three quarters of a millio~--750,000~­
young men and women, that have been in high school but will drop 
out before their senior year--most of them around their sophomore 
year, as a matter of fact. This means that if the present rate of 
dropouts continues, put ·ting this in relationship to the increase 
of our p@pulation, that by the year 1975, we'll have 32 million 
adults in the work force without a high school diploma. I must say 
that that's a rather frightening figure, primarily because in the 
period in which we now live, and in the days ahead, basic education 
is going to be very important for the purposes of employment and 
indeed, of a satisfying life. One figure thatcom_es to inlnd, that 
I think tells the story so far as education--und I spea.k only of a 
high school education--is this, that · over a lifetime, the income of 
a _high school graduate is twice that of a non-high school graduate. 

Now, that is an income figure that is, I ~~uld say, carefully 
calculated, that it is reliable, so that any young person that wants 
to think in tenn s of 111Nhat will my earning power be over the next 25, 
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30, 35 years?" - ... he ought to keep in mind that the facts that 
we have for the past ten years indicate that the inrome of a high 
school graduate over a lifetime will be twice that of a non-
high school graduate. 

VANOCUR: Mr. Vice President, we hear a lot of statements 
deJ)loring high school dropouts, but do we understand, do we have 
the knowledge about why children drop out of high school? 

HUMPHREY: No, I don't think we really know all the reasons 
why young. people drop out of high school, but we surely have some 
vague notions, at least, about ito I think one that comes to 
mind immediately is the fact that all too often ' the ·' school program 
is not related to the life that the youqs person is going to liveo 
This is particularly true in vocation al education. We•re all, as 
they say, on a big kick about vocational education; we feel that 
young people .need to be en~ouraged in skill·s in the trades; ·they 
need to have work habi ·t s, work disciplines which they do not get in 
the modern society because their father no longer is his o~~ entre­'preneur; he works in a corporation or he works in a store in a . 
merchandising mart, and he can't br1.ng his son along and train him 
on the job as my rather was able to train me, for example, as a 
young druggi sto 

But the educa-tional structure and the vocational field in many areas--now, I don't want to overly generalize here, because there•s 
some outstandingly good vocational and technical · schools--butt most 
of the vocational education is related to trades and skills th~ are 
really not needed in the present society or in the days aheado Now, 
this is being revised; it's being improved, butt must say to the educators at the school boards, we have to have, we must have a 
sense of urgency about this; we have to hurry up. 

Now, that's one reason that young people drop outo There's another reason: income. Salaries and wa ges for a young person 
are very good. He can drop out of high school and go get a job in 
a factory or in a filling station or in a store for ~~at he thinks 
is good money. And of course, if he stayed in high school and went on to a technical school or to a junior college, community college. or to : college, heVd improve his life earnings immensely. but at the 
age 20 or age 19, he doesn't quite sense that. 

Now, it's my task and my responsibility, and the responsibility 
of parents and counselors and community leaders to remind these 
young people that your dollar and a h~f, two dollars. two dollars and a half an hour right now at age 18 arrl 19 will be meaningless 
a little bit later unless you have a high school diploma or unless you•ve attended a vocational technical school and g~>ne on _ to collegeo 
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So if you say--the implicati<;>n of easy inoo rre , the lack of proper relationship of the educational progr am to the needs of the --the · functional needs of our society--sometimes schools just aren't interesting; their teaching is uninteresting, and young people just drop out because of that. But there's another matter to be taken into consideration--itfs easy to drop out. You just don•t go to schoolo 

VANOCUR: That's the question, Mr. Vice President. It used to be a truancy problem. Now, I sense that the government, the federal government, feels that it's more than just a school truancy problew; 1-t r s a c onnnuni ty problem. 

HUMPHREY: Yes, it · surely is a community problem. The r a te r:f dropouts, for example, in the urban slums, is very high. The ra t e of school dropouts in rome of the rural, low-income areas, is very high. Dropouts in school, that is, checking cut of school, just giving up the ¥bole thing, is related very directly to the environ­ment in which we live. 

Now, in the earlier days of our society, ~han a young couple came to the United States as immigrants and had a fami ly, th~ immigrant father and mother would almost make it a religious oause to get that boy or girl an education, because the father am mother did not have an educatiam, and comi ng to this new and free country, they sensed the opportunity that was here, so that you swould see amongst the c aildren of f irst genera tibn Americans a tremendous desire for an education. . · 
' . 

Regrettably, in some of our areas/ today, in iihe urban sluns , and in the areas of rural po-verty, you don•t see that same feeling-­you don•t sense it, . I should say. The children have no incentive to go to school; the parents--if there is a family unit, that family unit doesn't encourage that boy or girl to go to school, all too often. The need of an income draws them away from the school--the immediatenneeds of income; the -pressing demands for just food and shelter and clothing, so that you don't have the same motiva­tion, let's say, the same inspiration to go back to school that the boy or girl of a father that just came from Italy or Yugoslavia or Rumania or Norway, Sweden, Denmark, any country you could think of. 
VANOCUR: Well, that's precisely the point that I was aiming at before. '.'!hen we talk about the educational system, 1 t was created in the last century to train and to teach ~nglish to a gr9St mass of immigrants and therefore, it was a leveling. equal­izins;s, very democratic structure, but is that structure designed for .. this kind of America that we have today, when you have an economy tbat _is jumping ahead with technological changes? 
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HUMPHREY: Well, now there, you've put your finger en the 
difference. Fifty years ago, the educa ·tional structure was, as 
you say, designed for the basics in reading, writing and arithmetic, 
to bring the immigrant ~nd the worker's family into a better re­
lationship with the total commun~ty through communication, through 
a common language and some knowledge of our history and geography. 
we need that now, too, don't misunderstand me; that still is basico 

But today, wi"th eutomation, and the advance of science and 
technology and the unbelievable changes in our economic and indus­
trial structure, man is competing with machine; man is not ohly 
competing \Vith the mach ire ; he must be a partner with the machine 
and he must be able to keep pace with the machine, and this, of 
course, ·Jrings us into a whole new relationship of employment 
to education. This is why, when I speak of the need of a high 
school dipl'orna, the kind of intellectual discipline that a pers::>n 
will get out of just going to school is required, or the concen­
tration that is. ne ::; essary in employment from .here on out, and I 
repeat again, that. our vocational and technical schools mu::t be 
geared to the ·computer industry,· must be geared to the electronics 
industry, must be ·gear.ed to the space .progr·am, must be geared to the 
.integrated systems that we have of our industrial complex today, 
and this requires, I ·think, a sort of cross-breeding between educa­
tion and industry for the industrial workero 

Now, I would not want my remarks to be interpreted as a lack 
of emphasis upon the cultural aspects, th~ fine arts and humanities. 
'JVe want citizens as well as worke_rs;· · we want citizens as well as 
scientists. V'le do not want science to be our master; we want to 
be the master of science. But having said that, it 1sn•t goode 
enough now ~o have just a liberal arts educa~ion foT the man or 
woman that ~s going to try to provide a liv1ng for his family. 

So, our educations~ structure needs tQ re-examine its cur­
riculum. It needs to re-examine its teaching methods.·,. r ,t , ·needs 
to re-examine its administrative sr.ru~ture, and "we•re beginning 
to do it out of sheer necessity. Let me just . . give you a--do you 
~ind? , · 

VAA OCUR: No, sir. 

HUMPHREY: Let's take~ a look at Project Head start--that•s 
for the little one, the three, the four-year old, and the five­
year-old, the ones that ought to be in kindergarten or nursery 
school, preparing for the first gradeo Now, we have over a half a 
million young people in Project Head Start, these little children. 
Most of them are children or families where there is low inoome, 
inadequate family training and disciplim , and, well, they•re 
un:i erpri vileged, to put it simplyo 
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We find that these are sometimes emotional~y disturbed 
children, they have problems of nutrition, di et, even of cloth­
ing. When the) come in·t;o Project Head Start, they get their 
first physical examination, most of them; they get counsel .. 
ing; the parents are talked to; the community itself begins 
to re-examine its whole educational structure. We're finding 
now that our beginnirg in education was inadequate. Now, if 
you have a poor beginning in education, it lowers the W1om 
structure. If your foundation is crumbling, or is mush instead 
of good solid concrete, you can expect the structure to settle 
down and to lower itselfo 

So, wetre beginning to build a better e;.duccitiopal system by 
starting at the beginnirg, with the nursery school, the kinder­
garten child, and the first grade child, and this will tend to 
lift education, and the word is excellenc~ I want to emphasize 
that. We need to have in every aspect of education, excellence-­
better teaching, better facilities, better teachers, better 
teaching methods, the teaching machir:e, the audiovisual aid; we 
can learn a great deal, and we are learning, out of these programsa 

VANOCUR: Mro Vice President, if you•re suggesting, and I guess 
you are, that the dropout problem doesn't just begin ~ the junior 
or senior high, it begins in the beginning=-

HUMPHREY: The dropout problem is exactly what it says; it's 
the end of the line, but it started in the beginni~--that's 
exactly right. It started at first grade. It may have st~ ted, 
actually, in the environment of the community; it started even 
before that 0hild went to school. So, we have to build all the 
way back, let's say, the repair structure. No use in me lecturing 
young people hare and saying, well, now, go back tq school, if the 
whcble motivation _.of ;life is one that took him away from the school experience. · · · · '·· 

VANOCUR: Well, sir, with 41 the massive amounts of morey 
we 1re pouring into the aid--to aid education, without disturbing 
the cherished concept of local respohsibility for education, are 
there not standards the federal government can urge upon the com­
m~ities, knowing vhat the federal government does. what they•ve 
learned throughout the country, just to avoid th:l..s problem later 
on? 

HUMPHREY: ' Well, Ijthink what the federal government's role 
is and should be is one of leading, one of example, of coum el­
irig; ofaadvice;· of the--almost the pilot school, mo show W1at can 
be done. Now, the federal government, through Pro~ect Head start, 
ls getting people started to help themselves, offering help so 
they help themselves. 
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Project Head Start--I'll go back to it aga in~-it is showing 
the school board, i t is demonstrating to the s uhool board, to the 
school administrati ve structure, to the teacher, to the parent, 
what is needed in a good educationo We're learning through doing; 
we're finding out that there have to be many changes rrade in our 
educational system. The 

The Job Corps--Wie. camp with all of its problems--these are 
young people that couldn't get a job. These are young people that 
were school dropouts, rqost of them in the Job Corps camps, but 
we're learning in the Job Corps camps a great deal about vocational 
educati~o We're learning, for example, that some of the best 
Job Corps camps are those that are supervi·sed and managed under 
contract with a corporation. Now, I think people ought to contem­
plate that £or a while. The better Job Corps camps--not all of 
them--but most of the better Job Corps camps are camps that are 
U11i er the supervision, under contract with an American busioo ss 
corporaticn, where the teaching methcrl s of that corporation for 
its peroonnel, is bmught in.. Now, we're learning a great deal 
there about vocational and technical education as well as the 
WQole broad concept of a better life through education. 

VANOCUB: Thank you, very much, Mr. Vice President. '':e 1 ve 
been speking with Vice President Hubert Humphrey on the pressing 
need of our educational system and their relation to our society; 
and now, back to Today in New York. 

FM~ K BLAIR: Thank you very much, gentlemen, from New Yor.;~ o 
A critical problem, one that our country faces--educational drop­
outs. 
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