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I welcome this great opportunity to be with you. 

Pundamentally we share a coumon concern and a cGIII\On 

dedieaticm. 'l'hi.tt relates to our concern for American gri-

culture and our dedication to the wall-being of rural America. 

The work baing done hare to eatablish the Agriculture Hall of 

Fame ia an effort to give recognition to the cp:'eat contributions 

which American agriculture ia makinq not only to the well-being 

of tbie country, but to the rest of the world . 

lleuly one hundred years ago Abr4ham Lincoln said, and I 

quote. "I like to see a person proud of 

he lives. And I alao like to aee acmeone living in such 

way that his community is proud of btm. • 
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In recot yeua th re baa been a r iacovery of the 

impoz'tance of iutproving agricultural produ<*ivity u an 

eeaential condition for national eCOD ic gr~b. t uae 

tbe wor • adiaoovery• because there once wu a day when 

econamieta pot a 9reat deal ot phaaia on agriculture, food, 

ana population in tbeir thoughts and theoriea on eeooomic 

growth. ame 200 yeara o, f~ ex•ple, llith aai • 

•When by the impr~t and cultivation of laft4 

tbe labour of one family cu provide food for 

two, t labour of half the aociety becaMS 

aufficiant 

other half, ~arefora, or at l ... t the gre tar 



tb:J.age, 01' in a tiatylng tb other wanta aftd 

fancl.. of manld.nd ... 

One of the real v luee of thia Agrieult\ll"e Ball of •-

will be that it d.ll plc:tur• on a tlu'ee-4imeaaion ecr , 

in t bnicolor, aad in a harp focus, the leaders and 

of the tec:bDologia l r: volut:ion. 'lbie 1• revolutiOG t t 

ot cmly ia changing agriculture, but ia changing o ~ . 

way of liv1 • t'b proper recognition of the mez•aand chin .. 

reeponaible foe our 4vanc.. will ate c~tain even vlder 

bol'iaou fOZ' ecienc:e and gineering in the future. ror: vi 

r iru an uncJuatanding of what tbe ir.cle of technology 



The revolution is 11 around us . We see, hear and fe l 

evid nces of it. e have n w and more efficient machines, 

sources of power and ways of getting jobs don • We hav 

better m ans of transportation, precessing, torinq and 

mark ting fOOd: and w are able to make wiser and more 

effective use of our resourc s. 

Th r volution i giving us n w b n fits every day. It 

is giving us better food and mor of it. It is giving us th 

elements of a more purpose ul existence. And it is giving us 

pow r to live more abundantly. 

'rh c::hanqes brought about in farming oper t.ion by 

technology require our understanding. And th.y lso require 

our helping many farm families, young and old, to adjust to 

the full impact ot the tecbnoloqical revolution. 'l'he extra 
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wiaely aDd eauqetically in maintaining and et:~engthe iag 

the t 1ly far.m. 

I 
tbat the chief chuacterutic of ou world ie ~·. ft&e•• 

f~ all ~-• tbat preee4ecl it. 'lhJ.e lllHM not Ollly new 

an4 to all of agriculture an4 ~ural Allerica. 

An4 it nc:ogni&aa that. gr .. t chaDSJ•• have OCCUlTed DOt ODly 

within ag~:iculture, but tbl:ou9hout the WOC'lcl. \'hie 1a Why 

PJ:eai4ent: Jobaaon ealcl in hi• tum meaaage to Ccmgr:••• that 



of the future. • uat gear: ~ agr:icultUJ:al policiee to the 

realitiee of he worlc1 today rather than ~o an •• long 4ea4 

al'lC1 gone. The real challenge, however, ia to turn c:haft9e to 

the benefit of agriculture and rural -....tea - not ainat ·tt. 

. · • ne to utilise every meane we have to d.onetrated 

tbat grlculture ia in the forefront of the etruggle for a 

better world. Agriculture ie not a bur en. Xt 18 not holdiDCJ 

rica bac'Jt. It ia what'• puttift9 ~ie ahead. Aftcl you 

here are giving pz-oper &'ec::ognition to thaee who helped make 

thie poeeible. 

One of the fundamental effort• which thi• adminietration 

ican people of t~ baaic 
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contr:iJ)ution Allle&'iean qricultue ill maJd.ng ~o thia nation 

and to the &'eat ·of the world. • have poiDted out that. the 

M8ri o CONI r la enjoying food at the loweat coa~ of 

any people in tbe world, aD4 that he baa the world' • moat 

outritioua and varied diet. 

We have • the 

than .y otbft' c:tONJumw in tbe world. 

All4 we have ebown that the uality of owr fooc! aa4 the 

We alao are vecy c:onacioua thue daya of ~ricultural aporta. 

e •• aupportiftg the development of agricul tual pol lei .. 
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f lfil t o WOI"l b-ad opport ti•, well • &k our 

ible contributioa to cloaing the world'• food 9ap. 

port arketa of er the greatest ar: of bope 

ican agricult al pz"oduction n4 increaaiag 

farm inc e. Thi i.e true pite th fact that u • • agri-

c:ul ur 1 qporta alzeady are t an ·11-time high. 

Bxporta account or the output of 1 out of 4 acrea of 

tar.l nd, and they • the ource of about 15 percent ot the 

inc • ot t ra. Thie ie why eince 1 60 we have ove4 

exporte. 

'l'her 18 tun4amental linkaqe betw our productive 

gri lt re and our foreign econcmic: policy. 
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1tb ~ this qre . t aaet, we could not h ve helped the 

bud c;urreney. 

ithout thie aeaet we. coul not. have. mo.-d t.r ndoue 

And without tbis ~•••t we could not · ~ovid nourishment 

to mi,l.lloftll ot ebtldrctn .tn foreign , acbool. lunch and other 

feeding proga: · • ' I ' 

Th• veraatility •D4 flexibility of the American fanl• 

lao la vlt lly. ~partant to tbe integrity of the dollar. 

tn order t.o maintain eoundn.. of the dollar, . w. muttt 



. ' 
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way of doing thia is to increaae dollar-earning exports. 

Agriculture is our biggeat dollar-earn r in the export 

markets today, and can make a still greater contribution 

in the years ah a4 as we encourage production shifts to 

commodities for which there ia a more readily available 

dollar market. 

Our rapidly advancing agricultural technology provides 

us an excellent opportunity to help the developing nations 

to help themael vee. We are doing this through technical and 

other aids, educational efforts and businua investment. 

This is providing strength to the free world and ia assisting 

in the struggle with the forces of totalitarianism. 
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Despit all the ability of Soviet t chnology and 

industcy • they have never been able to even come close to the 

productiv mir 1 of the privately owned and oper t d American 

family f~l."ln. The canm nists ar scouring the world mark ta 

for whe t--the very staff of life. Th collective farm is 

no match for the family f~· They know it, and w know it. 

President Johnson has ad abund ntly clear his great 

concern for griculture and for 11 of ·rw:al America. In my 

estim tion, the resid nt • s sag on Agriculture was the 

g~eatest farm message ever sent to any Congress by any resident. 

It was m sag .of hope, of det J;lllination and cluity. 

on the basis of this m sag and Pr aident Job 's 

great d termination to implement it we now h ve attained a 
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landmark. We have a four-year farm bill, which will mean 

much to the pa-oaperity of Rur:al America. It !a significant 

that urban Congreanen have come to realize the real atrength 

with which our farmers help to support thia nation'• standard 

of living and military might. Remember, votes from Members 

of congress representing the cities are essential to the 

passage of farm billa and agriculture appropriations. 

We have made great proqreaa in agriculture since 1960. 

Farm income ia substantially higher. and realized net farm 

income will be at le at fl3~ billion in 1965 -- tbe highest 

since 1953. 

The cumulative increase in net farm income in the 1961-65 

p iod over the 1960 level amounts to over 5~ billion. 
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This increaae in farm purchu ing power baa m nt a gle at deal 

not only to farm people but to local buain •· And as a matter 

of fact, it baa had gre t national impact on labor and profits. 

Poverty, however, remaiJW a way of life for too many 

people in rural aa w 11 aa in urban areas. Levels of education, 

and oppoctunitiea for young people growing up in rural America, 

ar still far behind the opportunities available to moat cities 

and suburbs. Public services in rural communities still lag 

behind those in urban areas. Wages and fringe benefits of 

f rm laborers, including migrants, are far below those of 

induatri workers in the city. 

Thus, the progress we have made in recent years only 

sharpens the contrast between what we have accomplished and 
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what r: ai to be don•. It abar o r awu:eaaaa h t 

ba e the c city to u • t. t a child !lor i ~ 1 

eric c h • the a e portunity in t . ¥'• worl 

aa chil4 born in be 

Th h si n 'a war on poverty off era a tr: endous 

challenge-- c 11 ng th t only now ia inning to be 

f'elt or ner lly tbrouq o t the c ntty. PI:' 14ent Jolmaon 

be c 11 in t h a ordaa · 

"The c 11 t lf c: tuzy is w th 

we th wiad to ua t 1th to icb 4 

ale te our national lif.-- to advance the quality 
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the type of leaderab1p that c ld riDg into ~tng thia 

J.ity w iob 

can be o~ major ueiatance 1D vilmi the wu aiut povwty. 

oeede the k . o aaaiataDC:e which ny of you can reodc. 

I cannot ov•look tbia opportunity to UX"ge you to ••• 

your natioa a 11:1: uthu ))y enliati in thia g&-eat wu. 

•~ J.n tb winDing o tbat wu, tb•• will be dr tic 

o.-.at ill the 41eta and ealth of low income 111 • 

t, 

pc'oc!ueta, ltry, tr• fruita aDCl · etabl•· t only 

4r tlc effect on pr ic 
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,in h t li bi.ng 

of *n Agr lt e 11 of e ia an ic ti of z:o 

icult: • leac:~•-

ehip pr•ent ie further vi ence h t thia great i lt • 

ly te, 

t i will e recocgniz on ~ ric lt 'e r . tat 

• in • 

iatocy ie • 14 fcc the ut e. 

cbinery t . t e a t 8 b t feel tJ.OD 

the vorl ill o gr at V< lue to t o e of ut e aeJlWat1oaa . 

• ch • ucly that will take 1 ce ~· 1n this utiful 
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oda in 9cicult\lft. filia 

cu Oftly 1119«1'8 a better w~ of llfe f« ~'\leal A&Mric , aa well 

aa e4cl oppoz-tuaity · f~ ita young people. TllaDk you. 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




