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EMARKS 

VICE PRESIDENT HU ERT HUMP REV 

STUDENT CONVOCATION • UPSALA COLLE 

EAST ORA GE, JERSEY 

OCTO ER 14, 1965 

N'rJ fellow students, I lways welcome th opportunity 

to speak on college campus. 

President Truman has often Slid that college aUdl nces 
. are the b8 audiences. They Osten intently -·weighing 

each word lth scholarly mixture Of skeptldsm nd 

objecUvlty -· and then ask questions th mate you wtsh 
you h stayed in W shlngt n. And h ls right. 

As refugee from the cl ssroom --a former professor 

Of poUtlcat SCience -- I am careful to keep my academic 

credentials In order by regularly facl ng campus udlences. 
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I must say that, In the past fe years. I have 

found changes on the cempus. Ten years ago most 
-

students were primarily concerneCI With their own well• 

Jng and security. tt . s • fl rst u 

But thfs. i not true today. Thi Is the er of 

committed young Americans. 

ay's college students re leu Introspective nd 

mor; outward•tookl ng, less unconcerned nd more 

f-nvot In the political and sod I I ues of th day 

than any other Um .In our hlsto.ry. 

You re ln the for front ln th battl . 1& ~ store 

dvU rlgtats. corrett sodat Injustice. mt enhance human 

41gnJty. 

You comprise the majorltN of tunteer workers 

net ng to teach the Illiterate, rain the unsklll • nd 

citmlnlster tithe lick nd poor. 
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hat motlvates our students today o com 

In wived? 

I lleve ·. is th s me motivation th h s ln r 

us to s ek Gr Sodety .... r Uzatlon that today· we hav 

our best ch nee In history to bitter the human condition. 

Th e Society Is no w U r st e. but a ate 

of opportunity. 

n must sse opportunity In ngibl 

d velop his abllltie to the full st. If he i to 

erms 

truly fr • 

om . m n may choose to u nd r th r pportuntti s. 

ut II men must give the chant to lead meaillngful 

and sttlltlog lives. 

Th Gr 

very American h I h ve that chance. 

W are now. In unity. fully dev loping our most 

lm rtant r source : our hum n resources. 
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Presklent Johnson ha proposed -and yqur Congress 

Is passing - leglslatl n to help creat the freedom nd 

security w seek. 

rograms have .begun to u e medical 

car • • • better ucate our chi r n • • . to 

illllallR poverty • • • to gl every Am ncan truly · u I 

rights under th I and In reality. Th se ar In stments 

In our futur • 

These re costlY tn ments. 

ut th cos of nation I roblems li Utrteracy, schooJ 

dr u , poverty, deUnqueney. nd yes - dlsc:rimln tion •• 

I ar gr ter than the cost of our fforts overcom these 

problems. 

spend 450 doll rs a year per child In our public 

schoo1s. ut w spend 1 dOll rs year to keep 
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delinquent In a detention home •• ., 2500 ctOIJars a 

year for a family on r lief • • • 3500 dollars • year 

for an I nmlte ln stat prison. 

We are making the necessary Investments so that 

aU in our sodety can be productive. Poor and unecluc:ited 

le re poor consumers. They are a dr n on our 

economy. They are wasted r sources. 

frlefidsf no opportunity Is more Vital to the ftJtt.Jre 

of our nation that the chance to recti ve a good awcitlon. 

ThOm s Jefferson once said: 111 f you expect a natlon 

to be lgno nt and free, you expect what never sand 

n ver will • n 

In the past (6 years we hive m e .Impressive 

rogress In e)q)lndlng educational opportunities. 

In 1900, four · m rlcans In every hundred between 

the ages of 13 and 21 attended college. 
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tn 1961 It was more than thl rty-two. In l WO 

rich and poor tllke, If lidaquately quaHfled, had the 

right to attend col , but how much real chOice 

existed? / 

By 1~ stanards, ven-elghths ot you would 

not be here Ustenlng to m • Seven-eighths at you 

would not ble looking forward to putting your education 

to creative use Jn the years head. 

You re sUII among prlvll minority In thl 

country. Each year more than I thou nd of our 

brightest htgh school gradu s do not go to college 

btcluse opportunities h ve not bein expanded •. 

And what of the million young people who feav 

high school each year because we fall to make learning 

an exdtlng and challenging experience? 
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What of the 400 thousand new claurooms nelded 

to absorb the young mind coming to our etemen ry and 

secorKJ8ry schOols in th n xt five years? 

President Johnson J)roposed In his historic education 

message to the Congr ss thlt we dielare national goal 

of full Educitlonal Opportunity. 

The evld nee Indicates that the Amertc;an pegpl 
·--

support his goat. This year •• for th ffrst time -

publle opl nfon polls shOw that Americans consider 

educational oppolbnltle to be their most Important 

domestic concern. 

Thl s f II ng reflects growl ng r . llzatlon of th 
-

cost of Inadequate or incomplete education •• ln terms of 

wasted talent ahd resources. 

Inadequate education leads to unemploym nb. 
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The high school dropout Is twtce as likely to be unemployed 

as the high school gr uate, and five times as likely as 

the college graduate. 

lnactequate education. leads to povertys Two-thl rds 

of the families in hlch the father had tess than eight 
' 

of schooling find themselves locked In economic 

hOpelessness, 

Inadequate education prepetuates Itself In futur 

generatlonss The children or the unemployed and poor 

bicOme thems lves unempltl)'ed and poor. 

he Americart people w nt oold nd creative efforts 

in education. And the Congress has responded to thet·r 

demands. 

The 89th Congress has enacted the Elementary nd 

Secondary &lucatlon Ill of 1965 that wl II help more than 

48 mil lion school children. It provides one and a third 
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li Ilion dollars for elementary and secondary education. 

t24 miiUon dollars will come Into New J rsey). re 

than tjiJion dOllars will be devoted specifically to 

helping the chtldren of the poor. 

extending beyond help to the poor. 

tt provides funds fOr elementary and secondary school 

Jlbrarles. 
-

It helps Jocal schaols ec:qulre up-to-date, textbookS 

nd tNchlng materials. 

It uthortzes the dtv lopment of community educdon 

centtrs to enable students Of an age to supplement and 

continue their education in new and lml9nattve ways. 

tt provides for greater educational research ahd 
~ 

development ·- n rea of serious neglect In recent years. 
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Our President has also · sed a comprehensive 

program of asslstanc for colleges nd universities. Ttae 

Johnson Administration's High r Education. Bill provides 

undergrlitu scholarship tr nts Of up to light hundred 

dol1ar a ye r for high school graduates from low Income 

·f mlltes. It estlbllshes a student loan Insurance fund 

nd ext nd the . ona1 Defense Fllutatlon loans .program 

for an additional three y r • 

This legislation establishes flve-,ear progrem 

help colltQfs and unlverSitl s acquire libr ry materl Is 

and trained library personnel. 

It authodz s a program to help colleges and 

unlversltl s develop more effective adult education nd 

extension courses. nd, ftn· fly, It es bllshes a program 

to sslst smaller coUeges In str ngth•nlng their itad mtc 

programs. 
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These Acts, together with the Vocation I Education 

Amendments, the npower rllnJng and o· velopment 

Act, nd Th Teaching ProfeSSions Act, h dOne more 

for Amerlc n education than any in our history. 

We want to help students. And to do so, we have 

looked beYond conflict th t h ve dlwdld u In th past 

•• regional conflicts, feeler l·state conflltts i1d church· 

state conflicts - to confront the reat challinge: Th 

educaUon Of mJIIIons nd the future of our country, 

I am proud fD say th your distinguished rnor. 

my friend Dick Hughes, has confronted the education 

problems here In New Jer ey with this Slm spirit of 

boldness nd determination. He has brought you tndcal 
--· 

schools for the first time In your state's history ~· at 

utg rs nd Seton II • • • he has IncreaSed state 

college scholarships 400 per cent nd established 
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new system 01 community colleges. I knoW ttlit the 

peqple of New Jersey will continue to support such 

programs. 

fellow ·students. the foundations If this Republic 

r st on a people capabl of lec.eptlng the burden of 

choice ··a peopl who ~n assume voluntarily the 

burden of freedom. 

Our founders ~ed that responstbllty. And 

they changed the world. Today sl muar opportunity 

Is within our grasp -the chance to more nearly 

complete this task In America. 

Th reat Society offers our people the r re 
-

opportulllty of self.fulfltlment us, then:t lcc;ept 

seriously our obligation to liberate the human spirit 

In America and embr the responslbtiiUes of freedom. 
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Todly we re embarked on one Of the greatest 

venture In our history ·• to jofn in the creaUve task 

Of building til America begun but never complete. 

I am confident that we will continue to move 

forward with th help Ad support of alt our people. 
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