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REMARKS ~ 
I VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMP~ 

()J MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING DEDICATION 

PH I LA DELPH I A, PENNSYLVAN l.o:fi'::::=.:~~:..:-_.1\' _ _ 

OCTOBER 27, 1965 --
L Philadelphia is on the move. Today's ceremonies 

are the latest in a new wave of redevelopment and 

urban renewal that is changing the face of this 
= 

n the year 1787 the Founding Fathers came to 

Philadelphia to discuss the problems of a new and 

growing Republic. The questions they raised 178 

years ago are clearly relevant today. 
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t What kind of America do we want? And how 

can we meet the nation 1s needs? 

~The Founding Fathers asked these questions -­

and generations of Americans have been asking them 

ever since. 

~What kind of America~ we want? 

The answer depends partly on the man you ask. 

(Ask the unemployed Negro and he will tell you: 

"I want a chance to do better .::..J.. ~~ l, 
[Ask the young mother and she wi II tell you: "I 

want an America where my children can get a good - - -
education and my family can be assured of peace and 

security." 

l Ask the business executive and he will tell you: 

''I want an America where private initiative flourishes." 



~-~EJ;fj~ 
k.sk the pensione_.rt and he will tell you: "I want 

an America where I can live out my years with dignity." 

"10 t•~ Americans have our own self­

interests'fe':e united in our desire to bilil;: better __ , 
America for all Americans. 

( We embrace Ben Franklin's belief that "Democracy 

releases the best energies of every human. being. " 

~ And, we accept the challenge of Lyndon Joh nson's 

inaugural address that "our fate as a nation and our 

future as a people rest not upon one citizen but upon 

all citizens." 
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~My generation of Americans had its rendezvous 

with destiny. The ne,$ and succeeding, generations 

of Americans will have their rendezvous with opportunity. 
-. .. 

For our greatest challenge today is not the enormity of 

the problems confronting us, but the very real possibility 

for solving them. 

i... Today more than two-thirds of our people live in 

the complex environment of the metropolis.. By 1980, 

eight of every ten Americans will live there. By that 

time, in fact, some 10 million persons will be concentrated 

i n a single urban strip from New England to Washington, D. C. 

(. The modern American is the city dweller -- blessed and 

cursed by an urban life wholly unknown to the 

pioneering architects of the American Republic. 
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[Can our cities be mad~able? Can we solve 

the problems of congestion and traffic? 

we deal successfully with the problems of race relations, 

-crowded slums, employment opportunities, air and water 

pollution, public safety and overcrowded schools and 
-----· 4 ~ ., 

hospitals? 

') j..., I think we can solve these problems., And as the 

Presidenes with our nation's may r) I have 

found that they agree. 
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~resident johnson has rightly said that the 

problem of the ci!Y is ' ~he problem of people and the -
quality of the lives that they lead.!.,. We want to build 

not just housing units: but neighborhoods< not just 

to construct schools, but to educate chi ldren;(!l2! 

just to raise incomes, but create beauty ana end 
" .,.. 

poisoning ot their environment. l.J!.e must extend the 

range ot choices to all our people so that a IJ not just 

the tortunate, can have access to decent homes and 

sc~o!s, (a recreation ana culture •• • ' J{.q, Ttl~~_( 
l.:!!.e are living in an urban erajwe must plan 

tor a renaissance ot cities and ot the lives ot those 

who live within them. 
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~And we are working to do just that11 /::e have 

passed the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1965, 

establishing at the Cabinet level a voice for the city and 
~ 

a focus for federal urban programs11!.e have passed an 
p ~~~ J1 

important eJII#!!s housing bill. A.We are pledged to 

quality. And Congress has passed a series of educatio ~ 
measures aimed to broaden the opportunities of all our 

ch~ren .• - UJ.w. ~--p 1 

( We can, and will, rid our cities of the ugliness of 
a • 

~s and the ugliness of intolerancer and create instead , 
not only beauty of design) but beauty of spirit• 



We are determined that the city shall be fit for - ,. 
the people. 

~task ,shallen!re_s our creativity an_il courage.0 

But we are going to succeed. 

Ben Franklin said: 11Great pqpes maKe great men." 
. a 

~ Today, here in Phi !adelphia, you have great ho es. 

} With plans and work, those nopes can become 
L-.2, ....... ---' 

realities. 

'-:!our city can oe -- as America can be -- prof 

ot the fact · ~ • • 

that Americans worKing togethe~ can i naeed build 

a society which can secure the Blessings o Liberty - ... 
to our"selves and our Posterity• 
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