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Your Excellency, Monsignor, Reverend Clergy, !u~,,_. 

and my friends of the CYO: 

I am deeply honored to receive this award, 
~~~_. J~~-.,c...... 

"For God and Youth. 11 ~~ .t ~~--
ifirj young-;ple of CYO exemplify what is right 

t $ 

with the youth of America. 4 ou are our builders of 
.,2;6 

the future. You wi I~ uphold our nation rs best traditions 

and practice good citizenship and civic responsibility. 
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~ You are working, in the words of Pope Pau I, 

to "create a world that is more humane by promoting 

the common good for all. 11 

I.... We are a young country. And we are getting 

younger all the time. The average age of the signers 

of the Declaration of Independence was 45. And that 

includes Ben Franklin, who was 70 at the time. Thomas 

Jefferson was only 33 when he drafted the Declaration. 

L Today the average age of a United States Senator 

is less than 58. The average Representative is about 

50. And the average newcomer to the Congress is 44. -The youngest Senator is 32; the youngest Representative, 

25. 

/roday more than half of the electorate is less than 

35. And by 19,, more than half of our population wi II -
be less than 25. 



world, a young person can rise as rapidly as his talents 

and energies allow him. Youth is no barrier •.. 

/..Eight days before the terrible tragedy of November 

22nd, 1963, President Ker:~nedy addressed your convention 

in New York and urged you to "give the best you have 

to the United States because upon our people resls 

the burden of caring for our own as well as for millions 

of others around the world who look to the United States." 

Today's young people -- as students and as citizens -­

are meeting their responsibilities in carrying that burden. 
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/....A poll in a national news magazine recently 

asked American students how far they would go --

beyond mere talk -- to support a cause in which they 

believed. Some 93 per cent said they would sign a 

petition -- 72 per cent had already done so.k_ome 

87 per cent said they would contribute money ---
58 per cent had already done so. Forty-three per cent 

in the Peace Corps. Another 3, 000 have already returned 

after tours of duty. But most significant, more than 

100, 000 have asked to take part in the bold and 

imaginative experiment. 
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~When VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America -­

the domestic Peace Corps) was launched, more than 

3, 000 inquiries were received from young people on 

the first day of business. 

/.._ No fewer than one-quarter of the members of our 

armed services are under twenty years old. - 'i?,:,~t::;..,_, 
j WMf, 

~' ~ Young Americans today live in a world that has 

the capacity to destroy itself. And they know that the 

detonators are in the hands of the older generation. 

~ Yet they have responded not by turning selfishly inward, 

but by personal involvement in the world around them• 

~They have, far better than the older generation, grasped 

the facts of our time. 

~ILt-~e no longer live safe in our continental refuge .. 

U 4 here is no place to hide. There is no security in 

isolation. 
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" While our nation en joys the greatest prosperity 

in history, and possesses unequaled power, we also 

live in mounting danger and uncertainty. 

L The world is fi lied with disorder, violent change, 

yes, revolution. 

~ We must face the fact that there are modern 

weapons which can destroy the civilized world in 

a half-hour's time. 

~We must fac: the fact that two-thirds of the 

world is poor, hungry, and sick, -- and the gap between . 
the rich nations and the poor nations widens each year. 

~These restless, ~r and yet proud people demand, by 

whatever means, something better ~his two-thirds 

of the world is the target for those who promise quick 

and easy solution to old and complex problems. 



- 7 -

l.J!e are engulfed in great waves of scientific and 

technological change which we do not fully understand / 

and which can overcome us or save us. ~ • t We must master science and technology so that 

it may serve man. 

L We must learn the techniques of defeating the 

new tactics of aggression. 

4 ut we must also learn this truth: The mere 

existence of deep poverty in the world is not only 

unjust -- it is an invitation to freedom 1S destruction. 

"- And we must realize that this gigantic task of 

helping others to help themselves, of resisting 

aggression and protecting freedom can only be 

sustained if America, the leader of free nations, 

is powerfu I and united. 
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~ know that the vast majority of American young 

people are united in support of this nation's policies 

of commitment to the world -- and, specifically, our 

present role in Vietnam. 
= z, am proud that CYO has endorsed them. 

~Others disagree. 

£... Criticism and debate are vital to a democracy. 

Nobody denies anyone the right to take issue with the 

policies of his government. 

~ut the right to be heard does not automatically 

include the right to be taken seriously. The latter 

depends upon what is being said. 

" I s~ those y~ people who not only dissent, 

but who by the logic and substance of their argument 

have compelled the citizens of America to pay attention 

to their views -- to take them seriously. 



- 9 -

~I am also here to say, frankly and critically, 

that the behavior of some young Americans in recent 

weeks is not deserving of such attention• 

~he right of dissent is a vital factor in the health 

of our democratic order. But there exists an equal 

obligation for those with responsibility to decide --

to act -- to choose among conflicting opinions and 

available options. And these decision; demand a precious 

combination of courage and common sense0 

~Humanity's plea is for peace. Pope Paul dramatized 

this plea during his historic pilgrimage to the United 

Nations. And he spoke for all mankind when he told 

the UN delegates: 1•'war never again • • • If you wish 

to be brothers let the arms fall from your hands." 
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L President Johnson has said the most important 

word in the world is "peace1" We must pursue peace 

to the end of the earth or face the end of the earth. 

l But, my friends, we cannot have peace by retreating 

from our commitments and obligations, h!e cannot obtain 

peace be delivering up the people of small or weak nations 

to tyranny and terror. ~e cannot have peace by walking 

away from communist threats or acts of aggression. 

~ Certainly, by now, we should have learned the lessons 

of the past. My generation witnessed the sacrifice of 

whole countries in an effort to satisfy totalitarian appetite 

-- and only succeeded in whetting that appetite. ~he 
resu It was that war was not averted -- it was made 

certain. 
~ 
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L.l believe that peace can be realized in the world. 

l,1 think that nations can come together to settle their 

differences around a conference table rather than a 

battlefield.~ut the way to peace -- the way to avoid 

the awful alternative of nuclear destruction -- can 

never be to placate aggressors or fai I to live up to our 

commitments. 

'":( The pursuit of peace is an act of courage and 

resistance to aggression is the duty of free men. 

L1 have faith in you and ~n your fu~re. You 

are not complacent. You do not seek your own security. 
' ; 

You are fi lied with a spirit that says: Change what is 

wrong by doing what is right ••• give of yourself ••• 

be involved • • • be committed • • • do not be satisfied 
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President Johnson has said: 'We are grateful 

for the progress that we ourselves have achieved. 

i(__we are pleased and we are determined to press forward 

-- not for our gain and greatness alone, but rather 

for the gain and the good of all mankind everywhere." 

~ It is in this spirit that I ca II on you today: Have 

no little dreams. Make no little plans. Reach for the 

stars. Do not be satisfied with things as they are. 

/. Be remembered, ~'i:t;i'.;$ IJS, not for crimes 

or evifl astonishing inventions, but as the first geperatjon 

to dare to make the benefits of civilization avai I able to 

all mankind. 

J...tnd, finally, ~ firm • • . be perse rvi ng • . • be 

devoted to the goal of peace for all men, for all time. 



~. 

-' -' 
I 
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l..!or the pursuit of peace resembles the building 

of a great cathedral. It is the work of generations. 

In concept it requires a master architect; in execution, 

the labors of man , Make the pursuit of peace the 

work of your generation. 

k,.o these things with faith and labor -- so that 

men in future generations may live as free men 

facing days ahead of peace and promise. 

# # # # 



REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, AT THE CYO CONVENTION, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, NOVEMBER 13, 1965 

Your Excellency, Monsignor, Reverend Clergy, and my friends of the CYO: 

I am deeply honored to receive this ward, "For God and Youth." 

You young people of CYO exemplify what is right with the youth: of America. You are 

our builders of the future. You will uphold our nation's best traditions and practice good citizenshio 

and civic responsibility. 

You are working, in the words of Pope Paul, to ''create- a world that is more humane by 

promoting the common good for all. " 

We are a young country. And we are getting younger all the time. The a vecr:-age age of the 

signers of the Declaration of Independence was 45. And that includes Ben Frarlklin, who was 70 at the 

time. Thomas Jefferson was only 33 when he drafted the Declaration. 

Today the average ago of a United States Senator is less than 58. The average 

Representative is about 50. And the average newcomer to the Congress is 44. The youngest 

Senator is 32 ; the youngest Representative, 25. 

Today more than half of the elect~rate is less than 35, And by 1966, more than half of our 

population will be less than 25. 

Our own President held his first Presidential appointment at 27 and his first political office 

at 29. 

In America, more than in any other place in the world, a young person can rise as rapidly 

as his talents and energies allow him. Youth is no barrier. 

Eight days before the terrible tragedy of November 22nd, 1963, President Kennedy addressed 

your convention in New York and urged you to "give the best you have to the United States 
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because upon our people rests the burden of caring for our own as well as for millions of others 

around the world who look to the United States." 

Today' s young people -- as students and as citizens -- are meeting their responsibilities 

ain carrying that burden. 

A poll in a national news magazine recently asked American students how far they would go -­

beyond mere talk -- to support a cause in which they believed. Some 93 per cent said they would 

sign a petition -- 72 per cent had already done so. Some 87 per cent said they would contribute 

money -- 58 per cent had already sone so. Forty- three per cent were e.ven ready to go to jail. 

More than 10, 000 young volunteers are now serving in the Peace Corps. Another 3, 000 have 

already returned after tours of duty . But most significant, more than 100, 000 have asked to take 

part in the bold and imaginative experiment. 

When VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America -- the domestic Peace Corps) was 

launched, more than 3, 000 inquiries were received from young people on the first day of business . 

No fewer than one-quarter of the members of our armed services are under twenty years 

old. 

Young Americans today live in a world that has the capacity to destroy itself . And they know th6 

the detonators are in the hands of the older generation. Yet they have responded not by turning 

selfishly inward, but by personal involvement in the world around them. They have, far 

better than the older generation, grasped the facts of our time. 

We no longer live safe in our continental refuge. There is no place to hide . There is no 

security in isolation. 

While our nation enjoys the greatest prosperity in history, and possesses unequaled power, 

we also live in mounting danger and uncertainty. 
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The world is filled with disorder, violent change, yes, revolution. 

We must face the fact that there are modern weapons which can destroy the civilized world 

in a half- hour's time. 

We must face the fact that two-thirds of the world is poor, hungry, and sick, -- and the 

gap between the rich nations and the poor nations widens each year. These restless, poor and 

yet proud people demand, by whatever means, something better. This two-thirds of the world 

is the target for those who promise quick and easy solution to old and complex problems . 

We are engulfed in great waves of scientific and technological change which we do not fully 

understand and which can overcome us or save us. 

We must master science and technology so that it may serve man. 

We must learn the techniques of defeating the new tactics of aggression. 

But we must also learn this truth: The mere existence of deep poverty in the world is not 

only unjust-- it is an invitation to freedom's destruction. 

And we must realize that this gigantic task of helping others to help themselves, of resisting 

aggression and protecting freedom can only be sustained if America, the leader of free nations. 

is powerful and united. 

I know that the vast majority of American young people are united in support of this nation ' s 

policies of commitment to the world -- and, specifically, our present role in Vietnam. 

I e:~m proud that CYO has endorsed them. 

() ll'1ers disagree . 

Criticism and debate are vital to a democracy. Nobody denies anyone the right to take issue 

with the policies of his government 

But the right to be heard does not automatically include the right to be taken seriously . The 
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latter depends upon what is being said. 

I salute those young people who not only dissent, but who by the logic and substance of thei r 

argument have compelled the citizens of America to pay attention to their views -- to take them 

seriously. 

I am also here to say, frankly and critically, that the behavior of some young Americans in 

recent weeks is not deserving of such attention. 

The right of dissent is a vital factor in the health of our democratic order. But there exists 

an equal obligation for those with responsibility to decide -- to act -- to choose among conflicting 

opinions and available options. And these decisions demand a precious combination of courage 

and common sense. 

Humanity's plea is for peace. Pope Paul dramatized this plea during his historic pilgrimage 

to the United Nations. And he spoke for all mankind when he told the UN delegates: "War ne ver aga in 

If you wish to be brothers let the arms fall from your hands." 

President Johnson has said the most important word in the world is "peace. " We must pursue 

peace to the end of the earth or face the end of the earth. 

But, my friend~,we cannot have peace by ~etreating from our commitments and obligations , 

We cannot obtain peace by delivering up the people of small or weak nations to tyranny and terror , 

We cannot have peace by walking away from communist threats or acts of aggression. 

Certainly, by now, we should have learned the lessons of the past. My generation witnessed the 

sacrifice of whole countries in an effort to satisfy totalitarian appetite -- and only succeeded in 

whetting that appetite. The result was that war wasnot averted-- it was made certain. 

I believe that peace can be realized in the world. I think that nations can come together to settle 

their differences around a conference table rather than a battlefield. But the way to peace - -

the way to avoid the awful alternative of nuclear destruction -- can never be to placateraggressors 
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or fail to live up to our commitments . 

• 
The pursuit of peace is an act of courage and resistance to aggression is the duty of free men. 

I have faith in you and in your future. You are not complacent. You do not seek your ow11 

,security. You are filled with a spirit that says: Change what is wrong by doing what is right, .. 

give of yourself ... be involved ... be committed ... do not be satisfied with mediocri ty . . . 

take.,:: part in life. 

President Johnson has said: "We are grateful for the progress that we ourselves have a h ieved . 

We are pleased and we are determined to press forward -- not for our gain and greatness alone, but 

rather for the gain and the good of all mankind everywhere. " 

It is in this spirit that I call on you today: Have no little dreams. Make no little plans. 

Reach for the stars. Do not be satified with things as they are. 

Be remembered, as Toynbee says, not for crimes or even astonishing inventions, but as the 

first generation to da re to make the benefits of civilization available to all mankind . 

And, finally, be firm ... be preserving •. . be devoted to the goal of peace for all men, for 

all time. 

For the pursuit of peace resembles the building of a great cathedral. It is the work of 

generations. In concept it requires a master architect; in execution, the labors of many . Make 

the pursuit of peace the work of your generation. 

· Do these things with fa ith and labor -- so that men in future generations may live as free 

men facing days ahead of peace and promise. 
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