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;\‘5‘ '}*‘3‘ Z | am dellghted to have this opportunity to =

\}‘ - address my fellow Americans in Puerto Rico, | have

74 A Quamperath e Sursfuis

spent several days in Caribbean sunshineﬁand am ready

again to face the northern IatitudesMi‘}ﬁM'

"E} Q" ,,1,«‘15 Tonight | want to discuss the gains that President
M Johnson, with the help of a progressive Congress, has

made in building a Great Society . . . in building a

e —

strong nation that can meet its responsibilities to all

Americans, to all the people of this Hemisphere, and ‘
\

< to all mankind.
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67 Qarunmram Quire it |
‘Jp;); But fi rst | want to pay tribute to some of the men

who have shaped the remarkable economic and soc!_al

revolutlon that in 25 short years has made Puerto Rico .

AT T e e L T e s SR R

an 0as:s of peace and progress in a troubled Canbbean.,
' CrRSRERSDEE

W .-.—-—r—’

Z This is the revolutlon that raised per-caplta mcome

-

w* from 270 dollgrs to 830 dollars a year . « Created
/s / y ;

60,000 new industrial jobs . . . made private housing

e e = e

. LeC s
SB/ construction the number one mdustry . and

transformed a backward, agricultural island into a modern,

industrial society..

R _ -
v ’ z ThlS is the revolution that has transformed San Juan
S —_—

(I S i

(‘;EW- . f -- a city founded a century before the Mayflower reached
an7il
@r J " Plymouth Rock -- into Latin America's boom town.
e ———— i —
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Rican experience a pattern for a peaceful democratic

—_— I e e e e o e e

c future in tms Hemssphere
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of lts weII known Operatlon Bootstrap, and of its unique

Ht‘_-_.__

commonwealth status is my Iong-tlme friend and your

first elected governor: Luis Munoz Marin,
“."-T','.T'—.-‘?‘ — — = — - _—
/_This is a man whose advice is often sought by the
' &

executlve and Ieglslatlve branches of our government,,

’/ThlS is a man wo nurtured and msprred this economic

T ———— Tl

/
and social breakthrough m Puerto Rlcoﬁj ThIS is a man

PR T TR Tt ST

who steered Puerto Rico safely past mistakes that today

T

S _ "
stifle progress in parts of our Hemisphere, V#ﬂ;?'ﬂ-

R ——— V
éfjfl | also want to pay tribute to Roberto Sanchez Vllella

- ————— | ————te P s =

a great governor who insists that we can create a peaceful,
W S—

democratic future in this Hemisphere . . . who insists
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I spoke a moment ago of San Juan as a boom towng
R et ST [ Y

And who can separate the city of San Juan from its

s
indomitable mayor of 19 years, Dona' Felisa?
AR A R — T

ﬁ At a time when President Johnson re-emphasizes

the need for talented women in government, she has
m— ————. )

already blazed a distinguished trail,

z Indeed, the incredible energy with which this city

has grown seems only a true reflection of Dona Felisa's

own great vitalityeg g— Ma




Wto pay tribute to my friend Ted Me*sc%

ﬂ the first coordinator of the inter-American effort that
(

a
‘_;:z"”‘? borrows heawly from the proven Puerto R!__crarl experience:
The Alliance for Progress. _ yé{j e Despur -7t
e - ,&w ﬂ-‘ Mh _'Lé M_E?:;g

ﬁthe Alianza . brlng aII ‘men in the Americas
- ST

&Maef
and into the sunlight

out of the shadows of

S ——r——
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— 2
of human rightsw P>rc.at ’""mﬁ},( /o

ﬁﬂ ,{i ﬁur years of expenence,«m have

our understandlng of this new inter-American

deepened
wLuiras

“Pp-
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1‘)&1{/ Today we know the Alianza depends for success on more
——

&i\* wt”’g s than economic developmenty’ Today we know the Alianza
Pl Vo | —ieTe i, ———

must have political content and ideological substance as

Ty

,ﬂi_m-r-w e e T

\ ﬂvell as economic help. = ""‘UW _
B . t ‘{ Th|s policy of peaceful social and economlc revolutlon

——————= L

i‘ /" so well demonstrated here in Puerto Rico, is the essence
» 14

L T

C 7 of Allanza policy.  Lleru 2 -:QW
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f-""/ These outstanding leaders seek to extend to all
i;h‘_! g ﬂ-—‘?—

Latin America the social and economic progress they have
s =

e, CNERSEE |

built in Puerto RICO They seek for the people of this

island what President Johnson seeks for all America: a

PR e S S

fuller more prosperous, happier life for each citizen,

= L ] it
for each community.

0 A‘ Today we Americans are keenly aware of the high
/@‘jm cost of wasted human resources -- a cost measured in

S s .

\ hopelessness and helplessness . « o in resentment and
) —— B

-~ rejection . . . and in the loss to our nation of valuable
" P e

energy and talent. .
,;1{ This Administration is dedicated to the‘L development s—{J&5-
of these resources. This Administration is dedicated

to the proposition that every American deserves an equal

— e
chance to make hIS tomorrow better than today.
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Jf@h Puerto Rlcgt from the Offlce of Economu: Oprtunlty
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/: That is why federal government is spending

about 350 million dollars in Puerto Rico this year --

investing in the education, health, job training, housing
S s a

and economic development of this island and its people.

é That is why ‘oril§e

o and more is on the
- -

way,

#{/ That is why the Department of Agriculture alone

'

will spend more than 55 million dollars this year in

e e i

Puerto Rico == including four mllllon 700 thousand dollars

= reserS s =R - X
e

for the school lunch program *and one mllllon 200 thousand

dollars for research at the Puerto Rican __Agr_u__:_yltural

—— TSR s
arp S Ay e

Experiment Station,

N
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X I speak of dollars knowing full well they are not
3 J TR ‘,' e N
the whole story. For good money and bad political
leadership mean waste and disillusion.
4 What we have here is a creative partnership with
f; —-\ - e = S —— i
political leaders who are both able and honest. /
- — _‘,_.«:s\_,_.--—"‘ e Y L St S -
f/‘with this kind of leadership, money is an investment.‘
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Z These investments in Puerto Rico's people -- and
—
in its future -~ show why we see the Great Soaety not
PR s
as a W‘_’Jf‘?ﬁ?, state but as a state e__f_ opqoﬂgmty

<Whlle most Americans can make the most of thelr
abilities == enjoying the highest standard of living in
man's history -- there still are far too many living without
L aud
that oppoﬁumty //;Even in Puerto Rico -- even with &r
gains -~ prosgerity is bypassing thousands of families,,
Z_ That is why this Administration, with the help of

Congress is waging an « attack on lgnorance hunger and

w_w'ﬂ

disease. The American people are united in their dedication
B

si}* In nine short months, our American Congress has

made into law the hopes and ideas of 40 years, And we
o

have only begun.

Tt e s
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AWe have built a base from which America can move
forward, e
The bill say s Education, but it means "You shall 48

receive the toollsgwlt\h.--whieh to make the most of your

I
future. o oy

The bill says Poverty, but it means "You shall ~

have hope where there Has been no hope, you shall have

p—— S =4 e i ad

a chance to break the cycle of ignorance and unemployment
e R s TS ST R RS T RS Se e ST

. 10 be aulland productive member of our society i

The bill s Medlcare but' it means "You shall o

have adequate c\aeem your older years, you are not

Weallt

forgotten by your children A W
v S —— . 1%‘ c

A The bill says Housmg and Urban Develogmen_t:)ﬂi wﬂqp\

k
it means "You ‘tm..lwe in somethmg more than concrete %

and carbon monoxide, you can walk the streets in safety

—_——

and health, "

T —
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/{ The hill say_‘_s Arts and Humanities, but it means

"You can find mo-..r.é'“'ih“iife than material satisfaction,

you can touch new fountains of creativity and expression,"
We are creating in America a society in which each

child will have an equal chance to make something

all mankind, s %“LM L MJ Ms (

_J : Ty '
;,,:_,__)’es, we Americans are united in recognizing our

responsibilities to our_own QEQPJG%EHL we also are
building a strong and free America able to meet our

responsi ibilities both in this Hemisphere and throughout

WP i gy

the world. e
/

;f.,‘; Today we know that it is within the means of men,
for the first time in history, to either destroy mankind

or fo extengi‘;]ankmd"beneflts on a scale never seen

A= e - ﬁﬂww S —

before,

sl
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L Our choice is clear, We must reS|st aggresswn

L i aad s s

We must helg those ln the world -- the dlsmhented the

A S e e ==
praE R = = et ] ke v

hungry, the humble, the weak -- who need our helpgs

—semeily L ST s b e Lt S

4 And we must pursue the peace, There is no alternative.
L ——

S

éThis, then, is what the Great Society is all about.

ERREsm———R

&';ﬂ‘ £ It is the recognition that we can create in Amerlca

our society of opportunity We can offer each person

L e e - L Lt P g
-

and each community a chance to be better tomorrow than

L e |

today. And we can offer to other nations both w and

hope in achieving their own social and economic renewal,
-t ey

ZA century agg, the Argentine poet Jose Hermandez

wrote: ”Amerlca has a great destiny to achieve in the
g

- N T e

fate of mankind . . . One day . « » the American
w

e SRS

EI-I.!EI;I_E_Q will bring world Eeaf:e . « « America must be the

cradle of the great principles which are to bring a complete

change in the political and social organization of other
Lholiets i :

_nations, "
Caen—"
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This vision can be fulfilled. In the words of

Franklin D. Roosevelt, '"The only limit to our
TR W ST W e e g

reallzatlon of tomorrow will be our doubts of today,
AT T W

é Let us move forward with a strong and active faith, "
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