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“The American people have always believed in edu-
cation and have seen in it the hope of a new day.
This has been particularly true of the South.”



Let me open with a prediction: This conference will be
remembered in the history of Southern education and of
Southern progress.

There are two reasons.

First, the far-reaching legislation passed in the last ses-
sion of Congress clearly marks 1965 as the threshold of a
new era for all American education.

And second, the South itself is clearly in the opening
phases of a new cycle of productive development—a new
development which will in large measure be fostered and
sustained by its educational resources.

The American people have always believed in education
and have seen in it the hope of a new day. This has been
particularly true of the South.

But while there has been great ambition for good educa-
tion in the South, the economic realities have limited edu-
cational opportunity.

This no longer must be so.

Great Progress in the South

During the last three years the per capita income for the
South has risen to almost 2,000 dollars—20 per cent be-
low the national level, but a far higher figure than ever be-
fore for the South.

The transition from an agricultural to the urban economy
is rapidly changing the South, and the gap is closing be-
tween the region and the nation.



The economic gap is closing. There must be, too, a closing
of the educational gap.

The “Education Congress”

The last Congress has been called the Education Congress
because of its many major new programs of federal as-
sistance to education. We have all been staggered by Presi-
dent Johnson's tremendous accomplishment in breaking log-
jams accumulated for twenty-five years and longer.

Taken together, these new laws will make for profound
changes, not only in the educational world, but in the na-
ture of our future economic and social life. New programs
will offer tremendous stimulus to people and communities
previously left behind.

The Strength of Education

Under these new circumstances you, as leaders in educa-
tion, will occupy pivotal roles in your communities. Educa-
tion’s financial worries are not over—they never will be—
but for the first time many of you will be able to “think
big.”

You will find that, in the councils of government, the
educator will no longer be sitting below the salt. His chair
will be moving closer to the head of the table.

The educator will cease to be regarded as the humble
mendicant in the state house. Tomorrow the educator will
be seen as the man who brings wealth into the community
—and not just federal money for aid to education. For
education attracts and holds business and industry, and cre-
ates new resources.

The voice of education will carry new weight in your
communities and in your states.

I am here today to congratulate you upon it. And if I
were to offer one word of advice I would say this: Let no
false modesty dissuade you from pressing your advantage.

Youth’s Opportunity and Challenge

The young people in your care are in some respects the
luckiest generation in American history. Across the board,
rich and poor, they will have opportunities for life prepara-
tion and self-development such as no previous generation
ever enjoyed.

But if these young people are blessed with advantages,
we should remember that in the years ahead they will also
be confronted with challenges which will test every ounce
of their new-found strength. For every Theseus that we
raise up there will certainly be a Minotaur to slay.

Let us look at some of the challenges which face this
new generation:

World Realities and Need

We are challenged first and foremost by the need to in-
sure that history’s mightiest instruments of destruction will
never be used. We are challenged to pursue the cause of
a just and enduring peace.

We are challenged by our need to comprehend and to
master the wonders of science and technology. Of all the
scientists who ever lived in all the history of mankind, 95
per cent are now alive and working. We must channel sci-
entific revolution toward the creation of a better life for
ourselves and for our children.

We are challenged to lift the yoke of poverty from al-
most one-fifth of our fellow American citizens . . . to re-
verse that tragic equation which has too often decreed that
poor shall beget poor and ignorance shall beget misery.

We are challenged to make our cities decent places in
which to live and learn, to work and play. A vast sprawling
motorized population—living impersonally with computerized
institutions—must somehow again become a community.

People must know each other by name, respect each other
and care for each other, as people, as neighbors.

The alternative is mechanized, dehumanized chaos.

We have not yet begun to scratch the surface of this
problem of retraining essential humanity in a vast new cv-
bernetic wonderland of efficiency.

The American Promise

And, finally, we are challenged to make good the promise
of our Constitution—to insure that all Americans shall, as
citizens, have equal opportunity to enjoy the blessings of
our Republic.

Education will help us broaden our productivity, should
give the rising generation the tools to achieve a better life
and should free it from burdens which have oppressed its
parents: Burdens of social disability and poverty and of
self-defeating prejudice.

To meet these great challenges of our time, the Congress
has laid the foundations of magnificent new educational
programs. Members of Congress from the Southern states
have played a leading role in the struggle to enact this
legislation. Under the formulas which Congress has promul-
gated, the Southern states will, as a group, gain most from
this legislation.



The New Education Law

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act will help
approximately 5 million educationally deprived children
from low-income families. It authorizes grants to school
districts in approximately 95 per cent of the nation’s coun-
ties.

As you know, this act includes several important pro-
grams. It provides aid to low income districts—that is, dis-
tricts with a substantial number of families with incomes
of less than 2 thousand dollars. Some 775 million dollars
this first year is earmarked for this type of grant.

Then there is an item of 100 million dollars for school
libraries and textbooks.

Another program provides for grants for supplementary
education.

There is a program for regional education libraries, and
there is a program for grants to strengthen state depart-
ments of education.

Taken together, we expect the programs in the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act to bring 1.3 billion dol-
lars to education throughout the nation during the first year
of its operation.

Roughly a half billion dollars will be channeled into the
elementary and secondary educational systems of the states
represented at this conference.

Your states will benefit handsomely from this act. You
will receive more than your proportionate income tax con-
tributions.

This is as it should be.

It is our national goal to achieve a general and even
prosperity. And I think we should pay tribute here to legis-
lators from high-income states who have consistently, over
the last twenty-five years, worked to enact programs based
on this kind of formula, even though they knew that it
would cost their taxpayers more than the programs would
bring into their states.

The South’s Share of Federal Funds

Now let us look at the sums which Congress has made
available for higher education. The United States govern-
ment will make about a half-billion dollars in grants dur-
ing Fiscal Year 1966—the present fiscal year—under the
Higher Education Act, 1965.

Under this Act, the South will receive a total of almost
115 million dollars out of a national total of 501 million.

Other federal programs directly related to education will
bring a total of almost 1.2 billion dollars to education dur-
ing the present fiscal year.

And more than a third of that total will come to your
states.

Given this new assistance—and this new momentum—how
can your educational institutions better discharge their re-
sponsibilities ?

I have some strong opinions on that subject.

The School’s Role in the Community

I think that the educational institution must move back
into the community. It must abandon some of its aspirations
for isolation. It must be not a tower of ivory, but a tower
of strength in the daily life of the people.

We must go back to the early European ideas of the
university as part of the city, and away from the English
idea—so prevalent here in the 1800’s—that the institution
of higher learning must be isolated from life by acres and
acres of well-tended lawn.

_You have a great deal to give to your cities, and your
cities have a great deal to give you.

There are many community problems which would bene-
fit more from research than from argument, and the uni-
versity should be in the midst of all of them.

The learning of its faculty should always be at the serv-
ice of the community. University expertise is urgently



needed for the solution of dozens of complex problems—
problems of transportation, of housing, of management, of
law enforcement, of urban and area planning, of public wel-
fare—yes, and of human relations. (The Higher Educa-
tion Act, I might add, authorizes aid to colleges and uni-
versities entering into community service programs).

The college or university can become an integral, catalytic
part of the growing partnership for constructive action
increasingly seen today in America among government, busi-
ness, labor, finance.

And, in participating in community affairs, the faculty
will broaden its viewpoint and its sense of responsibility.

Technical Service to Business

We have learned a great deal from our agricultural col-
leges, which have been closely related to the work-a-day
needs of rural America for many years. We now have a
State Technical Services Act which points toward greater
usefulness to all parts of the community.

President Johnson has called it the “sleeper” of the 89th
Congress.

Under this act, government will put into the hands of
private enterprise the latest fruits of research and develop-
ment.

This new information will be made available to private
business through 250 colleges and technical schools through-
out the country.

This program will be administered by state and local of-
ficials close to the problems of their own areas.

As the President has said, if we had passed this legisla-
tion 25 or 30 years ago, we might have prevented the
economic problems of Appalachia today.

Here certainly is a creative opportunity for American ed-
ucation.

This is the direction in which we must continue to move.

Innovations for the Poor

We need infusion, too, of more and more talented pro-
fessors and teachers into schools where they are most needed.
And this year's education legislation provides assistance
toward this end.

For those in our society who most need education are too
often today those least likely to receive it. Students whose
home environment is drab and dulling are, most likely than
not, in educational environments equally drab and dulling.
What hope for them in a world demanding excellence ?

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act provides
grants for innovations in our school system, for new and
effective teaching techniques which can lift these children

. challenge them . . . stimulate them, before it is too late
in their lives to do so.

In addition, the adventure of learning itself should be
more broadly shared. The concept of clearly demarked school
years—with the gates tightly shut after the graduate re-
ceives his diploma and returns his rented robes—is long out-
moded. It does not fit into a way of life in which so many
people have so much leisure, and so much interest in
learning. .

It does not fit in an era when so much of the subject
matter of learning is also the subject matter of life. The
relationship of the school to the individual must be a con-
tinuing one.

Education for Every Age Bracket

And this is true at the low end of the educational scale
as well as the post-graduate end. The doors of the elementary
schools, too, should always be open to everyone who can
benefit by educational opportunity.

We are helping older people who want to achieve literacy
and improve their job skills.

We are helping pre-school youngsters from deprived homes
to receive additional training so they can start their school
yvears on the same level as children from more prosperous
homes.

Project Head Start, in fact, will go down as one of the most
successful educational programs ever undertaken in this
country. For experience shows that children coming from
homes of poverty and illiteracy are often too far behind
to cateh up in life even before they enter school. Intensive
pre-school programs can at least give them a more equal
start.

People who, for one reason or another, have dropped
out of school are encouraged to come back and resume their
education.

And let me say that both President Johnson and I have
very special feelings about programs of this kind, because
both of us as young men found it necessary to drop out of
school, to later return.

So let us stop thinking of schooling as a product packaged
in tidy little three- or four-year cellophane-wrapped pack-
ages. Education is experience and experience is life. The
school that lives in isolation is doomed to sterility and ir-
relevance.



Southern Contributions of the Past and Future

Finally, may [ say this: In the past and present, the
South has given to America, and to the world, men and
women of leadership. We must see to it that all the people
of the South have a chance to obtain education that will
allow them to develop their potentials for leadership.

There is a tremendous transition taking place in the South
today. No other region of America has a greater opportunity.

The South has long led the nation in a regional approach
to graduate education. Is this not the time when a regional
approach in all Southern education might literally lift your
states by their bootstraps?

We would welcome proposals or initiatives toward greater
use of regional efforts in education, working with federal
programs.

We would welcome, in fact, any initiatives you might under-
take for better education.

State and Local Responsibility

The great new federal education programs enacted by the
Congress do not mean federal control of education. In fact,
each act and title was written with the objective of stimulating
state and local responsibility in education. For this is where
it must come—Ilocally and in the states.

Know the new laws. Then use them so that they best may
fit the needs of your own schools, your own children.

Constructive Change

Let us heed President Franklin Roosevelt who 32 years
i{g(ﬁ in Savannah, Georgia, quoted the words of John Stuart

ill:

“The unwise are those who bring nothing constructive to
the process, and who greatly imperil the future of man-
kind, by leaving great questions to be fought out between
ignorant change on one hand, and ignorant opposition to
change, on the other.”

Today all of us have the chance to be constructive. We
have the chance to make change a force for good and en-
lightenment.

Let us recognize that the true source of our national power
is our power of intellect . . . of our wealth, our wealth of
ideas . . . of our resources, our resources of human skill
and energy.

Let us accept the challenge of the time and prove our-
selves to be among the wise people.

P
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Z-Let me open with a prediction: This conference

will be remembered in the history of Southern education

and of Southern progress.

—

AThere are two reasons.
First, the far-reaching legislation passed in the

last session of Congress clearly marks 1965 as the

threshold of a new era for all American education.
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/\And second, the South itself is clearly in the
s

opening phases of a new cycle of productive development
m

-- a new development which will in large measure be
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fostered and sustained by its educational resources.

z The American people have always believed in
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education and have seen in it the hope of a new day,
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This has been particularly true of the South,

But while there has been great ambition for good
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education in the SouthJ the economic realities have

limited educational opportunity.

AThis no longer Ebe SO,

<Duri ng the last three years the per capita income
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for the So__uth has risen to almost 2,000 dollars --

20 per cent below the national level, but a far higher

figure than ever before for the South.
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economy is rapidly changing the South, and the gap is
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closing between the region and the nation,
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The economic gap is closing, There must be, too,
a closing of the educational gap,

ZThe ﬁ Congress has been called the Education
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Congress because of its many major new programs of
w

federal assistance to education, We have all been MOV&
"‘m{’resident Johnson's tremendous accomplishment

in breaking A:og-jams accumulated for twenty-five years
and longer,
A Taken together, these new laws will make for profound

changes, not only in the educational world, but in the
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nature of our future economic and social life, éﬂew

programs will offer tremendous stimulus to people and

communities previously left behind. 1(4 7‘#
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AUnder these new circumstances you, as leaders
—
in education) will occupy pivotal roles in your communifese

-)'D &‘,‘ud,l-:ducation's financial worries are not over -- they never

will be == but for the first time many of you will be

able to "think bigetie W&wﬂﬂ‘"%
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You will find that, in the councils of government,

the educator will no longer be sitting below the salt,

His chair will be moving closer to the head of the table,
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AThe educator will cease to be regarded as the humble
mendicant in the state house, Tomorrow the educator
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will be seen as the man who brings wealth into the

community == and not just federal money for aid to
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and industry, and creates new resources, ==
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zThe voice of education will carry new weight in
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your communities and in your states,

él am here today to congratulate you upon it. And

if 1 were to offer one word of advice | would say this; s

Let no false modesty dissuade you from pressing your l
advantage., A0 “a hsr. - Mﬂ-f

ZThe young people in your care are in some respects
the luckiest generation in American history,, Across
the board, rich and poor, they will have opportunities

for life preparation and self-development such as no

previous generation ever enjoyed,
< But if these young people are blessed with advantages,
we should remember that in the years ahead they will

also be confronted with challenges which will test every

ounce of their new-found strength.ZFor every Theseus that

we raise up there will certainly be a Minotaur to slay,
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L Let us look at some of the challenges which face
this new generation:

LWe are challenged first and foremost by the need to
insure that histog_/'s mightiest instruments of destruction
will never be used. We are challenged to pursue the cause
of a just and enduring peace.

Z We are challenged by our need to comprehend and to

master the wonders of science and technology, ) Of all the

fsaentlsts who ever lived in all the history of manklnd)

9 per cent are now alive and working. We must channel

scientific revolution toward the creation of a better life for

ourselves and for our children,
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A\le are challenged to lift the yoke of poverty from

almost one~fifth of our fellow American citizens . . . 10
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M reverse that tragic equation which has too often decreed

\ that poor shall beget poor and ignorance shall beget misery.
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(We are challenged to make our cities decent places
in which to live and learn, to work and play, A vast
sprawling motorized population == living impersonally
with computerized institutions -- must somehow again
become a community. |

People must know each other kg=memm, respect
each other and care for each other, as people, as
neighbors.

The alternative is mechanized, dehumanized

chaos,
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We have not yet bequn to scratch the surface of
this problem of retaining essential humanity in a vast
new cybernetic wonderland of efficiency‘...lm .
é And, finally, we are challenged to make good the

promise of our Constitution -- to insure that all Americans

shall, as citizens, have equal opportunity to enjoy the
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blessings of our Republic.
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should give the rls ng generatlon the t09r§ to achieve a

B/p(/erty and of stlfdefeating prejudice,
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ZTO meet these great challenges of our time, the

Congress has laid the foundations of magnificent new
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educational programs, }Wrs of Congress.
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outhern states ved a IeW’ﬁ' the struggle
act this Ieglslatlo Under the formulas which Congress

has promulgated, the Southern states will, as a group,

gain most from this legislation,

Z The Elementary and Secondary Education Act will
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help approximately 5 million educationally deprived children
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from low-income families. It authorizes grants to school

districts in approximately 95 per cent of the nation's counties,
Z As you know, this act includes several important

programs. It provides aid to low income districts -~ that

is, districts with a substantial number of families with

incomes of less than 2 thousand dollars.ZSome 775 million

dollars this first year is earmarked for this type of grant.
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AThen there is an item of 100 million dollars for
school libraries and textbooks.
Another program provides for grants for supplementary
education,
1 There is a program for regional education libraries,
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and there is a program for grants to strengthen state

departments of education.

Taken together, we expect the programs in the

Elementary and Secondary Education Act to bring 1.3 billion

dollars to education throughout the nation during the

first year of its operation.

(Roughly a half billion dollars will be channeled into
the elementary and secondary educational systems of the
states represented at this conference.

4 Your states will benefit handsomely from this act.

You will receive more than your proportionate income

tax contributions.
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M This is as it should be.

4 It is our national goal to achieve a general and even
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Now let us look at the sums which Congress has

made available for higher education. SOt o i la

wGovekRmeni-wi-make about a half-billion dollars in
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grants during Fiscal Year 1966 -- the present fiscal
year -- under the Higher Education Act, 1965,

w,-ﬁﬁe South will receive a total of

almost 115 million dollars out of a national total of
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501 million.
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Z Other federal programs directly related to education
—

will brihg a total of almos’g 1_.2 billion dollars to education

during the present fiscal year.

AAnd more than a third of that total will come to
—

your states, *

Given this new assistance -- and this new momentum --
how can your educational institutions better discharge
their responsibilities?
| have some strong opinions on that subject.
Meducational institution must move
back into the community. ‘ It must abandon some of its
aspirations for isolation, It must be not a M

ivory, but a tower of strength in the daily life of the
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people.
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ZWe must go back to the early European ideas of the
university as part of the city, and away from the English
idea -- so prevalent here in the 1800's -- that the
institution of higher learning must be isolated from
life by acres and acres of well-tended lawn,

AYou have a great deal to give to your cities, and
your cities have a great deal to give you.

There are many community problems which would

benefit more from research than from argument, and

the university should be |n the mldst of aII of them
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4 The learning of its faculty should always be at
the service of the community, University 8C S
urgently needed for the solution of dozens of complex
problems -- problems of transportation, of housing,
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of management, of law enforcement, of urban and area
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planning, of public welfare -- yes, and of human relations,
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(The Higher Education Act, | might add, authorizes aid
to colleges and universities entering into community
service programs).

Z The college or university can become an integral,
catalytic part of the growing partnership for constructive

action increasingly seen today in America ameémg government,
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business, labor, finance.
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LAnd, in participating in .E(_’.m[ﬂ”nitl affairs, the
faculty will broaden its viewpoint and its sense of
responsibility.

A We have learned a great deal from our agricultural
colleges, which have been closely related to the work-a-

e
day needs of rural America for many years. We now
have a State Technical Services Act which points toward
greater usefulness to all parts of the community.

President Johnson has called it the 'Eggefr” of the
89th Congress.
( Under this act, government will put into the hands

of private enterprise the latest fruits of research and

development.
This new information will be made available to
private business through 250 colleges and technical schools

throughout the country.
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L This program will be administered by state and local
officials close to the problems of their_own_areas.

As the President said, if we had passed this

legislation 25 or 30 years ago, we might have prevented

the economic problems of Appalachia today.
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AHere certainly is a creative opportunity for
American education.

Z\This is the direction in which we must continue
to move.

4We need infusion, too, of more and more talented
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professors and teachers into schools where they are most

needed. And this year's education legislation provides
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{ For those in our society who most need education

are too often today those least likely to receive it.
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z Students whose home environment is drab and gy_ll_‘
are, more likely than not, in educational environments

equally drab and dulling, What hope for them in a

LR

world demanding excellence?
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<The Elementary and Secondary Education Act provides
M ! grants for innovations in our school system, for new

and effective teaching techniques which can lift these
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| children . . . challenge them . . . stimulate them,
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before it is too late in their lives to do so.
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4 In addition, the adventﬁ?é of learning itself should

be more broadly shared. The concept of clearly demarked
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school years -- with the gates tightly shut after the

graduate receives his diploma and returns his rented

robes -- is long outmodedtz\lt does not fit into a way
K of life in which so many people have so much leisure,

- ~and so much interest in learning.
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matter of learning is also the subject matter of life,
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The relationship of the school to the individual must

|

be a continuing one.
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4 And this is true at the low end of the educational
scale as well as the post-graduate end. The doors of the

elementary schools, too, should always be open to everyone
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who can benefit by educational opportunity.
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/<We are helping older people who want to achieve
literacy and improve their job skills, == 32 omellip,
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We are helping pre-school youngsters from deprived

homes to receive additional training so they can start
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their school years on the same level as children from
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more prosperous homes, } J - W»
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Project Head Start, in fact, will go down as one
of the most successful educational programs ever undertaken
in this country, For experience shows tha_:m_g_lﬂdren

coming from homes of poverty and illiteracy are often
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too far behind to catch up in life even before they enter

school. Intensive pre-school programs can at least

give them a more equal start.
)\People who, for one reason or another, have
dropped out of school are encouraged to come back and

resume their education.
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( And let me say that both President Johnson and |

have very special feelings about programs of this kind,
She i

because both of us as young men found it necessary
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to drop out of school, to later return.

450 let us stop thinking of schooling as a product

packaged in tidy little three- or four-year cellophane-
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wrapped packages. Education is experience and experience
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is life. The school that lives in isolation is doomed to
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sterility and irrelevance,
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Finally, may | say this: In the past and present,

the South has given to America, and to the world, men
and women of leadership. We must see to it that all
the people of the South have a chance to obtain education

that will allow them to develop their potentials for
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There is a tremendous transition taking place in
the South today. No other region of America has a
greater opportunity.

The South has long led the nation in a regional
approach to graduate education. Is this not the time
when a regional approach in all Southern education
might literally lift your states by their bootstraps?

We would welcome proposals or initiatives toward
greater use of regional efforts in education, working with
federal programs.

We would welcome, in fact, any initiatives you
might undertake for better education.

The great new federal education programs enacted

by the Congress do not mean federal control of education.
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In fact, each act and title was written withfobjective
of stimulating state and local responsibility in education,
For this 1s where it must come -- locally and in the states,

- Know the new laws, Then use them so that they
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best may fit the needs of your own schools, your own
children,
//\Let us heed President Franklin Roosevelt who

32 years ago, in Savannah, Georgia, quoted the words

of John Stuart Mill:
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'"The unwise are those who bring nothing constructive
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to the process, and who greatly imperil the future of
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mankind, by leaving great questions to be fought out
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between ignorant_change on one hand, and ignorant
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opposition to change, on the other,"
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Today all of us have the chance to be constructive,
We have the chance to make change a force for good
and enlightenment,

Let us recognize that the true source of national
power is our power of intellect . . . of our wealth, our
wealth of ideas . . . of our resources, our resources
of human skill and energy.

Let us accept the challenge of the time and prove

ourselves to be among the wise people,

#####



REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H, HUMPHREY BEFORE THE
SOUTHERN REGION CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA,
DECEMBER 2, 1965

Let me open with a prediction: This conference will be remembered in the history of
Southern education and of Southern progress,

There are two reasons,

First, the far-reaching legislation passed in the last session of Congress clearly marks
1965 as the threshold of a new era for all American education ,

And second, the South itself is clearly in the opening phases of a new cycle of productive
development -- 2 new development which will in large measure be fostered and sustained by
its educational resources.,

The American people have always believed in education and have seen in it the hope of
a new day. This has been particularly true of the South,

But while there has been great ambition for good education in the South, the economic
realities have limited educational opportunity.

This no longer must be so,

During the last three years the per capita income for the South has risen to almost
2,000 dollars -- 20 per cent below the national level, but a far higher figure than ever
before for the South,

The transition from an agricultural to the urban economy is rapidly changing the South,
and the gap is closing between the region and the nation.

The economic gap is closing, There must be, too, a closing of the educational gap,

The last Congress has been called the Education Congress because of its. many major

new programs of federal assistance to education, We have all been staggered by President
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Johnson's tremendous accomplishment in breaking log-jams accumulated for twenty-five years
and longer,

Tzken together, these new laws will make for profound changes, not only in the
educational world, but in the nature of our future economic and social life, New programs
will offer tremendous stimulus to people and communities previously left behind,

Under these new circumstances you, as leaders in education, will occupy pivotal roles
in your communities, Education's financial worries are not over -- they never will be --
but for the first time many of you will be able to "think big, "

You will find that, in the councils of government, the educator will no longer be sitting below
the salt, His chair will be moving closer to the head of the table,

The educator will cease to be regarded as the humble mendicant in the state house,
Tomorrow the educator will be seen as the man who brings wealth into the community --
and not just federal money for aid to education, For education attracts and holds business
and industry, and creats new resources,

The voice of education will carry new weight in your communities and in your states,

I am here today to congratulate:yow upon it, And if I were to offer one word
of advice [ would say this: Let no false modesty dissuade you from pressing your advantage.

The young people in your care are in some respects the luckiest generation in American
history. Across the board, rich and poor, they will have opportunities for life preparation
and self-development such as no previous generation ever enjoyed.

But if these young people are blessed with advantages, we should remember that in the
years ahead they will also be confronted with challenges which will text every ounce of their

new-found strength. For every Theseus that we raise up there will certainly be a Minotaur to slay.



-3 -

Let us look at some of the challenges which face this new generation:

We are challenged first and foremost by the need to insure that history's mightiest instru-
ments of destruction will never be used. We are challenged to pursue the cause of a just and
enduring peace,

We are challenged by our need to comprehend and to master the wonders of science and
technology. Of 2all the scientists who ever lived in all the history of mankind, 95 per cent
are now alive and working. We must channel scientific revolution toward the creation of a better
life for ourselves and for our children,

We are challenged to lift the yoke of poverty from almost one-fifth of our fellow American
citizens . . . to reverse that tragic equation which has too often decreed that poor shall
beget poor and ignorance shall beget misery.

We are challenged to make our cities decent places in which to live and learn, to work
and play., A vast sprawling motorized population -- living impersonally with computerized
institutions -- must somehow again become a community.

People must know each other by name, respect each other and care for each other, as
people as neighbors,

The alternative is mechanized, dehumanized chaos,

We have not yet begun to scratch the surface of this problem of retaining essential
humanity in a vast new cybernetic wonderland of efficiency .

And, finally, we are challenged to make good the promise of our Constitution -- to
insure that all Americans shall, as citizens, have equal opportunity to enjoy the blessings
of our Republic,

Education will help us broaden our productivity, shpuld give the rising generation the

L}
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tools to achieve a better life and should free it from burdens which have oppressed its parents:
burdens of social disability and poverty and of self-defeating prejudice.

To meet these great challenges of our time, the Congress has laid the foundations of
magnificent new educational programs. Members of Congress from the Southern states
have played a leading role in the struggle to enact this legislation. Under the formulas
which Congress has promulgated, the Southern states will, as a group, gain most
from this legislation.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act will help approximately 5 million educa-
tionally deprived children from low-income families. It authorizes grants to school
districts in approximately 95 per cent of the nation's counties., .

As you know, this act includes several important programs. [t provides aid to low
income districts -- that is, districts with a substantial number of families with incomes
of less than 2 thousand dollars. Some 775 million dollars this first year is earmarked for this
type of grant,

Then there is an item of 100 million dollars for school libraries and textbooks.

Another program provides for grants for supplementary education,

There is a program for regional education libraries, and there is a program for grants
to strengthen state departments of education,

Taken together, we expect the programs in the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act to bring 1,3 billion dollars to education throughout the nation during the first year of its
operation.

Roughly a half billion dollars will be channeled into the elementary and secondary

educational systems of the states represented at this conference.
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Your states will benefit handsomely from this act. You will receive more than your
proporthonate income tax contributions,

This is as it should be.

It is our national goal to achieve a general and even prosperity, And I think we should
pay tribute here to legislators from high-income states who have consistently, over the last
twenty-five years, worked to enact programs based on this kind of formula, even though
they knew that it would cost their taxpayers more than the programs would bring into their
states,

Now let us look at the sums which Congress has made available for higher education,
The United States government will make about a half-billion dollars in grants during
Fiscal Year 1966 -- the present fiscal year -- under the Higher Education Act, 1965,

Under this Act, the South tvill receive a total of almost 115 million dollars out
of a national total of 501 million.

Other federal programs directly related to education will bring a total of almost 1.2 billion
dollars to education during the present fiscal year,

And more than a third of that total will come to your states.

Given this new aggistance -- and this new momentum -- how can your educational institutions
better dischag‘ge their responsibilities?

[ have some strong opinions on that subject.

I think that the educational institution must move back into the community, It must
~bandon some of its aspirations for isolation, It must be not a tower of ivory, but & tower
of strength in the daily life of the people,

We must go back to the eq{ly European ideas of the university as part of the city, and

away from the English idea -- so prevalent here in the 1800's -~ that the institution of higher
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learning must be isolated from life by acres and acres of well-tended lawn.

You have a great deal to give to your cities, and your cities have a great deal to give you.

There are many community problems which would benefit more from research than from
argument, and the university should be in the midst of all of them.

The learning of its faculty should always be at the service of the community. University
expertise is urgently needed for the solution of dozens of complex problems -- problems
of transportation, of housing, of management, of law enforcement, of urban and area planning,
of public welfare -- yes, and of human relations. (The Higher Education Act, [ might add,
authorizes aid to colleges and universities entering into community service programs).

The college or university can become an integral, catalytic part of the growing
partnership for constructive action increasingly seen today in America among government,
business, labor, finanace,

And, in participating in community affiars, the faculty will broaden its viewpoint and
its sense of responsibility,

We have learned a great deal from our agricultural colleges, which have been closely
related to the work-a- day needs of rural America for many years. We now have a State
Technical Services Act which points toward greater usefulness to all parts of the community.

President Johnson has called it the "sleeper" of the 89th Congress.,

Under this act, government will put into the hands of private enterprise the latest fruits
of research and development,

This new information will be made available to private business through 250 colleges
and technical schools throughout the country.

This program will be administered by state and local officials close to the problems of theix

OwWn areas.
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As the President has said, if we had passed this legislation 25 or 30 years ago, we might
have prevented the economic problems of Appalachia today.

Here certainly is a creative opportunity for American education.

This is the direction in which we must continue to move,

We need infusion, too, of more and more talented professors and teachers into schools
where they are most needed. And this year's education legislation provides assistance
toward this end.

For those in our society who most need education are too often today those least likely'
to receive it. Students whose home environment is drab and dulling are, most likely
than not, in educational environments equally drab and dulling. What hope for them in a world
demanding excellence?

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act provides grants for innovations in our
school system, for new and effective teaching techniques which can lift these children . . .
challenge them . . . stimulate them, before it is too late in their lives to do so.

In addition, the adventure of learning itself should be more broadly shared. The
concept of clearly demarked school years -- with the gates tightly shut after the graduate
receives his diploma and returns his rented robes -- is long outmoded. It does not fit into
a way of life in which so many people have so much leisure, and so much interest in
learning.

[t does not fit in an era when so much of the subject matter of learning is also the subject
matter of life, The relationship of the school to the individual must be a continuing one.

And this is true at the low end of the educational scale as well as the post-graduate end.

The doors of the elementary schools, too, should always be open to everyone who can



benefit by educational opportunity.

We are helping older people who want to achieveliteracy and improve their job skills.

We are helping pre-school youngsters from deprived homes to receive additional training
so they can start their school years on the same level as children from more prosperous homes.

Project Head Start, in fact, will go down as one of the most successful educational programs
ever undertaken in this country, For experience shows that children coming from homes of
poverty and illiteracy are often too far behind to catch up in life even before they enter school.
Intensive pre-school programs can at least give them a more equal start,

People who, for one reason or another, have dropped out of school are encouraged to
come back and resume their education,

And let me say that both President Johnson and I have very special feelings about programs
of this kind, because both of us as young men found it necessary to drop out of school, to
later return.

So let us stop thinking of schooling as a product packaged in tidy little three-or four-year
cellophane-wrapped packages. Education is experience and experience is life. The school
that lives in isolation is doomed to sterility and irrelevance,

Finally, may I say this: in the past and present, the South has given to America, and
to the world, men and women of leadership, We must see to it that all the people of the
South have a chance to obtain education that will allow them to develop their potentials for
leadership.

There is a tremendous transition taking place in the South today. No other region
of America has a greater opportunity.

The South has long led the nation in a regional approach to graduate education. Is this
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not the time when a regional approach in all Southern education might literally lift your
states by their bootstraps?

We would welcome proposals or initiatives toward greater use of regional efforts in
education, working with federal programs.

We would welcome, in fact, any initiatives you might undertake for better education.

The great new federal education programs enacted by the Congress do not mean federal
control of education. In fact, each act and title was written with objective of stimulating
state and local responsibility in education. For this is where it must come -- locally and in
the states.

Krnow the new laws. Then use them so that they best may fit the needs of your
own schools, your own children,

Let us heed President Franklin Roosevelt who 32 years ago, in Savannah, Georgia,
quoted the words of John Stuart Mill:

"The unwise are those who bring nothing constructive to the process, and who greatly
imperil the future of mankind, by leaving great questions to be fought out between ignorant
change on one hand, and ignorant opposition to change, on the other."

Today all of us have the chance to be constructive. We have the chance to make change
a force for good and enlightenment,

Let us recognize that the true source of national power is our power of intellect .
of our wealth, our wealth of ideas . . . of our resources, our resources of human skill

and energy.

Let us accept the challenge of the time and prove ourselves to be among the wise people,
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