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REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY TO THE 
JOINT MEETING OF ADVISORY COUNCILS TO THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- JANUARY 7, 1966 

This year t;he War on Poverty has been making steady progress . But 

we're going to need some of your cooperation and assistance when the Con-

gress gets together next Monday. You _must be prepared not so much to 

defend the program as to explain and advocate the necessity of the con-

t i nuation, the extension and expansion of this very, very important 

national effort. 

I've had the privilege within the last couple of weeks of making a 

rather quick, but intensive trip to areas of the world where poverty is 

the pattern of the day, rather than the exception . I've seen people in 

go~ernment and out of government who are dedicated to War on Poverty in 

America and look to us for guidance and for assistance . We have to wage 

many struggles these days -- some of them in the rice paddies in Southeast 

Asia and some of them in the slums and the countryside areas in the same 

region. 

Mrs . Humphrey and I and an official party repre~enting the President 

journeyed to the Philippines~ A great accomplishment of the Philippines 

is the election of six presidents with ballots instead of bullets. It's 

one country in that part of the world that still believes in the demo-

cratic process and does have elections . It is important psychologically, 

politically and ideologically, that there is in that part of the world a 

freely elected government. 

I happen to believe that the new President of the Philippine Republic 

is a very able man. He's extremely competent, he's highly intelligent, 

courageous, daring, and his wife, who is one of the most lovely and 
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beautiful women that you will ever meet, also is a very intelligent, able 

person. 

I had a visit with Mrs. Marcos about her experiences in the campaign. 

She came from a well-to-do family in the Philippines and told me, "I never 

knew how the Philippine people lived until I was in this campaign. It's 

very unusual for women of my circumstances and my type of family to become 

involved in this sort of activity." But for one year she travelled the 

countryside, she saw the inadequacy of health, out-patient clinics, public 

health, the total inadequacy of the educational institutions, the poverty 

of the people, the sense of hopelessness and despair in many areas. She 

said that it was a real awakening and gave her a sense not only of urgency 

but of mission. Well now, if that prevails, there has been a great 

victory for the cause of freedom in that part of the world. 

I went to another part of the world, Taiwan, and I saw there an ambi­

tious, hard-working people. There isn't any doubt at all after having 

been in the Foreign Relations Committee as a Senator for 14 .years, and 

given a good deal of time and attention to the observations and study of 

Foreign Aid, that no country in the world has done a better job with 

economic assistance and technical assistance than the Republic of China, 

on the Island of Formosa or Taiwan. 

It's fantastic and it's been done because of competent, intelligent 

management, hard work, intensive work, dedication. Much of it has been 

done in the areas of agriculture, conservation, education. The rate of 

literacy is one of the highest in the world. It's about equal to that of 

Japan in that part of the world. 
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I saw this little country doing something that I think is going to 

stand us well in the days ahead. They're going to expand their programs 

of technical assistance. There are two small countries in the world that 

are doing more per capita in the field of technical assistance than any 

other country in the world, including our own -- the Republic of China 

and Israel. These are very small countries, with limited resources, 

except the greatest resource of all, which is the human being. They're 

putting their brain power to work where they don't have financial or 

physical power. The Republic of China will sponsor a $25,000,000 techni­

cal assistance program in Africa and Latin America. 

And what we do at home here for our less fortunate will tell the 

rest of the world whether we really mean what we say about their less 

fortunate. In this country about one-fifth of our population lives in 

poverty. In the rest of the world about four-fifths or at least two­

thirds of the people are poverty-stricken. How we direct our energies 

to help our one-fifth help themselves will be very important in demon­

strating the sincerity of our efforts throughout the rest of the world. 

If we can show that we're really concerned about those for whom too 

little concern has been shown in the past, then we come with good cre­

dentials to the multitudes and the masses of people abroad. 

The Communists have always played on the fiction that they were 

the spokesman of the poor, that they were the spokesman of the people 

denied, the deprived, those that never had a break in life. I suggest 

that if we make this program work the way that it should, and the way 

that it can, we can not only say that we are the spokesman of the poor 
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but we will be that spokesman. 

It's mighty difficult for the ri ch man ljving on the hill to have 

the understanding of the poor who live in the valley. Somehow or 

another we have to be able to identify ourselves with effective programs 

and policies that help that person who lives down at the end of the line 

to find his way to the path to the top of the hill. If we do, we're 

going to be effective and successful, not only at home but abroad. 

I want to thank each and every one of you for your attendance here 

and your cooperation in this end~avor. Thank you. 

##### 
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So..'{ triq 
11I 't<las just ~ && sgplaia to Mr. Shriver that I would like to 

joi you a little bit later. This morning I am going to attend the 
.,ithin 

funer 1 of a friend, and I surely ant to be on my way/J;?a just a very 

fen nutes. So if you will puha permit me, I may come back here 

after the f ner 1 services and join you in your discu sions for a little 

Mr. Bookbinder t I might do or say here to participate in this important 
to 

athc-r'ng of the Adviso-ry Committees ai the OEO Progrram. 

The first thin& I uld like to say is that th .... t you ought not to 

of]f. +wo 

believe everything you read. That's number ~· And number~ is that the 

maybe goin" to need some of your cooperation and as istance when the 
we 

Congress g t.s together....,- \let l"e leehlfl3 fo"'oral"e next Monday. And wen 

doeJ 
the Conaress Wftl--reconvene, Sarge Shriver has a 1. y of being able to 

me$tller!ze most of the members of Congres when the conDi.ttee hearings are 

hcld)but thi year, Sa't'ge, you can't tell. They y have been eating raw 

beefsteak nd gunpo>~er ~bile they have been out on the hustings and if 

:vhy ma.y 
they ave ,/you at have to bring in some of the reserves and I •m glad to 

see that the reserves are ·n good xxtp trim and ready to do battle. But 

in all sincerity, :t do think that between now and the time the eotl~Xlittees 

in Congress ex ine the operation of the War on Poverty or the Office of 

Ec n ic Opportunity and the time that the budget is kpresented for this 

orthy pro ramj that each of you in your ~ln areas, the Adviso~ groups 

to Yhich you ar giving your t tents and attention, that you be pre al:'ed t1l 

so much 
notAto de1end as~~ a& to expl,in and advocate the necessity of the 

continuity Jr and the ext en ion and ~ expansion of this very~ very important 

program. 
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I thought possibly when I returned that if we have a few moments, 
if you'll let me~ I'd like to explain~ what I think of some of the inter• 
national implications of this p-rogram as well as -ttaJ domestic . I've had 

the privilege within the last couple of weeks of making a rather quick J bu. t-Jn-i-e"'s' vt -tz, 
'trip, ~e~i~e,~ the areas of the world where pove~ty is the pattern 

of the day .. rather than the exception. And yet I've seen people in 
who govc~ent and out of government tQ&t are every bit as dedicated to this 

War on roverty as we ~re and look to us for s'ome guidance and for s~e 

example . We have to wage many strugg,les these days . Some of them in the 

rice paddies in Southeast Asia and some of them in the slums and the 

countryside ~areas in the same region. Mrs . Humphrey and I and ~ 

representing the President, as you know. journeyed to 
fh 1 'I 1 p pines 

A gx-eat accomplishment of the PhiUippiulliitS is not its 
{f Jw_~ 

econ~c achievement but the fact that txa ~ elected six presidents 

with ballots instead of bullets. I was talking to a gentleman yeste't'day 

who was quite discouraged when be observed the countryside of the Phillippines, 
at least in and around Manila . The old Manila and the ne't-1 Manila -- how the 
people have run awayJ aec•w U.e, that is_,. the middle income.and the upper 

income peopl') have literally run away f'rom the old city and have left 

the old city to the poor and have left the poor . 
were I must say that while therel)many ai.sc:9Haging oc::gnqmic ohs.,..,.'&Uens 

a. observations of the econo~ that were discouraging to me, at least it•s 
one country in that part of the uorld that :ill still believes in the 

democratic process and does have BiB elections . I'm not sure that one 
tf.'re scrupu(l7l<-.lfj can say that all elections ae~p9~sly honest but you can't even say that 

about soma parts of our ovm country. So that I don't think that we ought 
to be too critical. But it is important psychologically, pol:ftically 

and id4ologically, that there is in that part of the world a freely elected 
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gove~ent. I happen to believe that the new President of the ~ppine 

~ Republic is gg,i:B8 te &e a very able man. He1 'l_extremely 

competent, he's highly intelligent, courageou~, daring.and his wife who is 

one of the most lovely and beautiful t~men that you will ever meet~ also is 

mt a. very intelligent, able person.. 411* 1 had a visit with her about bet 
· their 

experiencest:a in the catl\Paign. By the way, Eke campaign lasts a year. This 

one toms a year and a half. There are 7 • 200 iatand s and they \-lere on over 

400 of them where about 98 percent of the people live. They have to travel 

L~ +-
by small plane, boat, ~' horse, lie•aeeeeli.. She came from a well•to-do 

family. There ie sort of an elite that govet'lle the country~ and all of her 

yo:ung lady friends wore from families of similar circumstances . She tol<:l me 
how fh, !,ppo?e 

eae n,a, "l never knew U. the i'hHr~e people lived untU l was in 

this cantpaign.' She saidt "it'o very unusual for women of my circumstances 

.,f 
and my typorfamily to become involved in this sort of activity . .. But fot' 

one year, she travelled the countryside, she saw the inadequacy of health, 

out-patient clinics~ public health, the total inadequacy of the educational 

institutions. the poverty of the people, the sense of hopelessness" Bke and 

desP{lir in many aTeas . ~he said that it lvas a real awakening and gave 
t.V e. I} 

her a sense not only of urgency but of mission. ~now, 1f that prevails~ 

there has been a great victory for the cause of freedom in that part of the 

world . 

I went to another part of the l·lorld, Taiwan,. where there are not free 

elections at the top levels of government. However, there are at the l~ver 

levels and I saw there an ambitious, hard-working people and f all 1 could say 
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,· -{l Tcit wa..n
1 ts th tA the Chinese on he mainland are as active s the Chinese in Tf:•en:• 

we 1 
have p~o~ams1 boeause there isn't BU¥ doubt at all after having been in 

the oreign Relatio s Committee a a Senator for 14 yeaTs, nd given a 

ood d 1 of tim nd ttentiOJl to the ob crvations nd study of Jb1X83 
in the world 

oreign Aid; t t no country /bit don a b tter job with econosnic a istanc 

of Formosa or Tat It's f ntastic nd it 1s been done because of 
c -

-flleaal!SIIEII;t..._ tompctent, tutelU.gent nagem nt, hard work, intensiv work, 
t 
'ton. 

co ervation, educ tlon, -lb~~~Mf~~:D-ti .~-~!::::i-8-1~r-ai&Cl~~G'Er 

tlu~te~~,.e. ~e r te of illiteracy is ~ one of th highest 

i the llOrld. It's bout equal to that of Jap in that pal"t of the world. 

I 1 is little c untry doi~ someth1 that I think tha~ iu going to 

st nd us well 1 the day abe d . 1.'b y•re going to *"* exp4nd their programs 
'I'here 

o t cbnical sai t nee. are tvo small countries in th world that 

rc dOt more per capita in the field of techDical s !stance 

th aey other eountey in he WOl!'l4; including our own •. ~ a two 
..#,.Q., ' 

coun ies ~Klep blic of China tllld t el., two very 11 cou trie , two 

th v ry limited resources, except the greatest r source of all, Which .ts 

t human b ing~ An they're p tting th ir brain pouer to work wher they 
don~ 
d!aa' t have mon y pow X or hysical ower. I s v tbe outU.n s of it, -and" 

~ will to into effect in 4n annual $25,000,000 Technic 1 Assist nee pro~ 
1n Africa nd Latin eriea from the public of China. And#$2:5,000,000 

of the type of technical as 1 tane is uivalent to about $100,000,000 of 

our , b cause they don't get paid the e . 
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And what we do at home here for our less fortunate/will tell the rest of the 

'~orld whether we really mean what we say about their .less fortunate. In this 

country one-fifth of our population is in ~iaat wa: eal:l the -areas -e:E poverty. 
a.bou:f- . In the rest of the world~four-fifths ~ 4oot, or at least two-third~ is in 

XNRXXxea~ that spectrum of human kind that we can call the poverty-stricken, 

the unfortunate, the deprived. Therefore, I believe that how we direct our 

energies to help our one-fifth help themselves, will be much more important 

to our acceptance abroad as to the sincerity of our efforts~aa i than anything many 
we could possibly do in RHX areas of our international endeavors. Pwesept nr 
~~t tle,~ we can show that we're really concerned about those for whom too 

little cancern has been shown in the past, then we come with good credentials 

to the multitudes and the masses of people abroad. The communists have always 

played on the fxxx~ fiction that they were the spokesmen of the poor, 

that they were the spokesmen of the people denied, the deprived, those that 

never had a break in life. I would suggest that if we make this program work 

the way that it should, and the way that it can, we can not only say that we 
be 

are the spo~esmen of the poor but we will ii that spokesman. ~ I have always 

felt the greatest limitation upon our success was our success, our economic 

success. It's mighty difficult for the rich man living on the hill to have 

the understanding of the poor that live in the valley. ~~omehow or another 

we have to be able to identify ourselves with effective programs and policies 

that helps that person who lives down at the end of the line, to find his way 

to the path to the top of the hill. ~lf we do, we're going to be effective 

and successful, not only at home but abroad. 
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I want to thank ~ 

of you fo you ttend4nce here ancl your coop ration witit /17 

this n cavor. Thank yw. 
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