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MR, AGRONSKY: MNr, Vice-President, in New Delhi iast
week you had a longer tvalk ¢c Soviet Preomier Kogygin than any
American officiai has had since Mr, Kosygin Yook office. As a
result of thab COﬂVquJLIOH, are you more cr less optimistic
about The possibiiity of negotiating an end to the war in
Vietnan?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPIREY: I did hgvc an opportunity ¢
discuss matterg of mubual concern to our regpective governments,
and, indeed, to all countries in the worlid, But, Mr, Agronsky,
I believe that these discussions are of a nature wvhich reguire
that they be held in private, or that any report of them bhe
only %o The President of the United Shates.

The discuvgsion was frank, candid and constructive.

ANNOUNCER: Live, fiom CBS Vashington, FACE THE NATION,

‘a gponbancous and unrchearsed news inberview with the Vice-

President of the United otates, Hu™art Humphyey. e, Humphrey
will be duestioned by CBES News Diplomati C""rCﬂpanaonL Marvin
Kalb; Marduis Childs; Chief ol the Waghinglton Burcau of the
St., Louis Pogl Dispatch,. CBY News Corrvespondent Marbtin
Apgronsky will lead the thuuioping1 T

We shail wresume the interview with Vice-President
Humphrey in just a moment.

MR, AGRONSKY: @r, Vice-President, you said your

conversatb ion with Premier Kosygin was constructive, I don't

\ - ' o
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ask you for any speci 1cu I understand, as you have explalned;
that you udhﬁot ive us any gbeciiics of owr report to the

May I return to my osviginal question.

I asked you for your personal oplinion, your evaluatisn
of* the t2ik with V¥r, Kesygin.

VIZE-PRES IDENT HUMPHREV: Weldl, I Teel that sny exchange
of vieus between responsible oificlials of govermmentsg 1
heapful, and there was &n osppovtunlily, thrsﬁgh & rather extendsd

perlod of conversation, Toe the Scoretary »f bBbtate, My, Rusk,

and for myself o stabe our goverrmenb's pogltlion on several
maﬁtewa, and of course vwe had a regoonse from e, Kosygl

I have aluays heern of the oplinion $hat as long a8 deaderns

. .of nationg ave willing U¥ talk To one sunsbher Iin a respénalbae
ang veassnhble manter; tﬁa? It isg helpifwl To Tthe comash cauvse
7 o ;

of peace.

FR. CHIILDS: Mr, Vice-Presicent, do you feel that in

Vietnam there iz a midaie csurse vherely we might hold the povd

areag and Salzon and the sea avound Sailgon withﬂub a majon
[}

¢scaiation of the war and the passiviiity of aauuazrw the
nmumber of ground trocps. Amerlcan ground troosps there?
VICE-PRESIDENT HUNMFPHREY: Well., Mr, Childs, that is.

of course., a matter of high milibtary and poiitical pollcy,

___.—-—-—_

It ix my view, and I think 1t was well expressed by

President, thabt the =snemy (s no. longer close bs vichory, ag




I

the President put ib, and Tthalt the aggression hag been -~

that is, Tthe thrugt of the aggkession has been biunbed, That

victory cannot come (o the Comsunists; and, asg the President

f=le

has made 1% clear, that we shalil seek eveny passiﬁie ayvenue
for a peace that is falr and just; ovub, by the same token,
that ve shall centinue o resist the aggressor and to pacify
Tea, E— - - —

How, I know what the meaning of your duestion involves

Ll
-

¥,

ag to vhether or not there sheuld he a magsive military

piffensive, ox whether we should take this step by step and

m

tage wy staze, I think that the general policy of ouvr govexinnen:

has Bbeen that we move opridentiy, € hat we do not seek o

unneceasarily escalate any struvgglie,

LY

WYhat ve have tried To do Is o escalale the peace:, And

we have had cegretably nobas much response as I wouwld have

iiked, or as our goverment would hope., And I Think that.we

3

wWill conbinue To follow The same policy which we have thus
far wainvalned.

MR, KAIB: Ir., Vice-Pregident, in this connecticn, sir,

the President saild in his Stabe of the Union lessage thab
so far the responsc from Hanod indicalies neither success how
failure, I wonder, sir, is iy safe To assume, therefore, that

we have wecelived scime kind of response #rvom the North Viethamese

and you ave now in the process of assessing this?



VICE-PRES ILENT HUMPHREY: I thiri- the President‘s
statement speaks for ltself when he sald that the response had
nelither indicated success nar'f3 10,

There lz a conslderable amount of dipismatic activity
under way these days, and I wouid imagine that the Forelgn
Office-in Hanoli 18 a very, very busy place,

But: I don't think that we shoui Lc overly 3pt¢m istie,
that agz yel Hanol has not given any direct indication thab it
seelks peace, I think 1t still sﬁfferﬁ fwam_s:mc c¢uphoria of
its so-caliled inevitatlis viafvr'p The fact is Chat they sught
ie knovi, as many nabtloing have alrezdy toid it. that it i
Impossible fer It to gain a vistory, and theroefsre we pursus

the cavse of peace;, we continue o malke the diplionatic

I

ver-

tures that we have made in the past. and that we are maling

“even today,

The Pregident, I think, told you -~ the nation, thab

we had had over 300 taiks this past year in an effort to £ind &

peace Initiatlve or some begimning tovards the discussion of
peace. His emissaries have been to over forby countries, seel
ways and means of finding hoy we couwid got thg contestants in’
this strgele to the negotiating tab;e,

At thig stage., sir; vhat we are seeklng atove ali is
to get peopie to sit down o taik about the conditicns of
peace

MR, AGRONSKY: Mr, Vice-President, can I ask you this

\

Ftt



specific question,

Two'weeks ago we made.puhiic p?e fact tThat we had
compunicated directly in a secrel memerandum to Hanol the
conditvions under vhich ve could negotiate a peace, Have they
specifically answered that communicatlon?

VKCEmPRﬁSIEEHT HUMPHRDY: Not v my knowledge, sSiv,

- N

MR, CHIMNS: Ir, Vice-President, Senator Hansileld made

-

a very gloomy weport to the President after his tvip arocund
the world, a gloomy repurt on Vietnam, sayling that we face

the <hoice bebueen an open-ended land war, with the pusadlbiiity

-

of & full-gcalie war with China, and & rather doubtiul success

i

in the negotiation for peace,

-2

o you Ghink thab report vias too glodmy

D
VICE--PRES IDENT HUMPHREY: Yes; I do., I think it wag Too

&1 oon; L think it had a great deal vE factual infoxmaticn
dn i, and it had considerable nerit. But I think its

'
fored many military reverses.

st ©f the aggression which
was mounted caxl ier this pest vear, in the spzing, at the

time of the moasoon season, that that has Toom turned back.

And, as the President pointed ocut, that the possib

& K e [l P o
Viet Cong success militarily is no longer present., The A
k-3
5 3 —



Viet Cong cannot win militarily. And the aims of the eneny,

as the President put it, have been put out of reach; that is

f

¢

the aim of the conduest of Tthe count Y.

5o I would say that vhile there was much in the Mansfiold
report that desexves the thoughtful attention of the Amexican
people, kecause it points cut the gravity of the situation, the
difficulties that ve encounter, and gives a more thoua ghtful
and mature evalvation of the nature of this conflict; that its

conclusicns, I believe, are just a litile bit too pessinistic

. CHYLDS: Would you include in

possible intexvention of Red China into this viar, as being
too gloony? . '

VICE-PRESIDINT HUMPEREY: One never knovs, of course, vhat
@ nation like Red China will do] bocause its spokesmen are very

aggressive, at least in théir words, and Chins has shown o ¢good

deal of sggressive action in recent years, fFor example, twice

in the last four years against India. So you cannot tell vhat

the Chinese will do.
But it does appear that at thisstage, at least, there is
not -- viell, that the Chinese have shown no indication of

direct intervention. However. they are supplying the Noxth

Vietnamese and the Viet Cong with substantial qguantities of

L')

materiel. I have no doubt kut vhat there are Chi i1nase technicians
at work in Worth Vietnam and assisting the Viet Cong,

But as o nov, and I repeat as of now we have

0
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that the Chinese Cummunists axe going o nake any direct

military uncc-vention. -

But we must always be prevored #ox the worst.

% thinlk none of us shom

o b - -.| om et .. oy . ) .
forget what happened in

=
-
aend
o
<
6]
>

Iorea, vhen one of ocuy greatest end bravest militazy men,
General Macdxthur, had essured President Trumen that there was

Chinesie interventicn as he moved towards the valu

The diffcrence is, however, that in thit area thers was
R .11 S R A oL S e J T e o
an atiack, a ground attack by American foxces xepulsing the

-

Forth Xoreans, a ground atteck into Worth Xorea.
r4

Ag yet, there is no ground n oy the

MR. AGROIBRY: My, Vice-President, weuld it be fair to

Hrew from thoe obsexvation that you have dustc nade that ve are

Late

completely awaxe of the possibility of pulling Comwunist China
into this war LE

wWe warxe to eztend the atizel into Morth

Vietnam, such a8 we did in Noxth Iorea, as vou have noted
(4 g

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMFHAEY: I thinl: the President snsuored
your question, Mr. Agronsky, about as cuccinetly and definetely

as anyvone could under the prev1i"¢ﬂg circumstiances. After all
\

&
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a struggle such as this is not always within our own hands.

There are sctions oun the paxrt_of the enemy whicl. do sometines

-l
compel 2 respinse on the part of the defeaders, namely, South
T Sk . A dia . .
Vietnam and the Uaited States. Ard what thot respense will be
st bz cided on the basis of the military and the political -

L3 L)

pnocessities of the wime.

But the President pointed ovt, ag ouw cojective in this
struggle, one of self-determinaticn For the South Vietnam BisteY

He said -~ and if you will pesmit me. I would like %o just
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has becn made any time by anyone on the strxuggle in South
Vietnan, and with tho North Vietnanese and the Viet Cong’,

- T P - Fa e - :
He sazd "We dgeel neither LL*?'lr*v fo0x hases. ccononic

Vietnam shovld be able to chcose thoir own aourse, choose it in
free elections withoult violence, witheut tervor, without fear.

ke a froe decision on the
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great question of reunification. %What is all we wvon: for

outh Vietnam, and it is all the pocple of Scuth Vietnam want" .
I think that tells pretty much what ouzr objective is and
that objective stated will, I think, covern the military actions
of this countzy. )
\



MR. KALB: Mr. Vice-President, in a somevhat different

area, X wonder, six, since east and wost in a vay sgeem o he

stalemated in Vietmam at the moment, do you feel that theze arve

other fruitful areas for bilaterxal Russian-Anerican cooperaticn
in the near future, and, if so, couvld you » bly give us sone

VICE~PRES IORIFDY HUMPHREY: Well, it is a fact that the

Vietnamese struggle has chilled the relationshins between our

£
-

twio countries and is, ‘botween the Soviet Union and the

¥, K]

tates, apd I trust that
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thinX it ocught to b
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Guite cleaxr te any thoughtful oka: zver

that vhile the struggle in South Vietnan is of concern to the

{ﬁ

Soviet Union, and suxely to us, -since we are so dzeply invelved,

?hatthe main ceacexn of the Soviet Union is its "Lmah¢on=h 0s
with Cenumunist China, and.thos- vel“ cionships are anything but
friendly. x

The vegime in Pelking coantinues to insult and verrzally
attack the govemmment in lioscow. There seems to ke no 1ove-1ast

v St

betwem these tyo Comtmunist giants.
So I imagine that the government of the Soviet Union is
the entire vwerld vis-a~vis Communist China than it is over

an yehing thai
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vorld.,
I weuld say. that temporarily, at least, that the
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oviet Union may

be somewnat Limited. However, we axg in constant contact with

cuy visit with My, Kesygin, the Chailzman

et
soF
(0]
-
[ 3
e
n
=
L
i)
;-

3
o]
."‘
b—d
Yolu
(1]
2

of the Council of Ministess, ves fyank and candid., It was
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polite, reasouable, Our government re
in constant: contact with the Soviot Union. There are suae

indications Lthat are not toe geod, like e the cultwral excheauge
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s, & wenuld sey in the main theat leoking ahead for the
next few yoars, that the contacts botween cupselves and tha ‘
countrias 0f zastermn Jurope andthe Soviet Union will exupand,
that the relationshins cin and should IpPrIve .

Y think this will be due o ocur own initisntive in park,

-

Jut alss to the nceds of the Soviel Union e look elseviere

for assooian

inn andl z eia:n*uvaags rathay than just into the
so-~called Communist oxbiz, which ig
hy the ageressiveness of Copmunist China,

MR, EALE : My, Vice-Presidont, there ig an impression

Soviet Union and the interests of the United Stotes coincide,

run along parallel lines, even in the Far East: that in a
vay vie are beih out Lo ¢ontain China.
Is that impression simply wishful thinking. siy, or do

VICB-ERESIDEHAT HUMFEREY: Wwell, the bast that onas can ao 7
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to a question like ~- such as you have propounded is to give

a personal point of view, with some knowledge and hackground,
‘It is a.fact, off carse, that the Seoviek is attempting to

build a containment wall, so to speak, around Commuaist China,

-
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I think th:
in part one of the reasons for the reeting at Tashkent, where

i, Rosygin teck a hand to bring about some undors tanding and

the declaration thore be
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viay, that ves well dope. And, as you kaow,. I cxpressed the

commentiation of cur govemnment Lo M. Hosygin.

number 0f friendly, well, azecas of frien 1y governnent

surrounding Communist China. But this dces ach mean thet the

.Soviet Union would Llile ¢o have the United States in Agin se=

of the Soviet Unicn.

Cin the one hand, ite stxuggle in the Cormunist bloe with
Communist China, On 'L'.Ifze'. other hand, it still is not exactly
a8 loving partner of the United States of America. And

decision of our ¢overaront is to stay in Asia. That is, ve

are go::.lcr €0 have a presence in this avea of the voxlad, simply

bacause wve hnow that
hove of frece, countries is severely limited.

And I believe that this decision has been made ard that
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it is one that we will maintain. And I do not think the
Soviet will @e €00 happy about thaﬁ,'

MR, CHILDS: In this copnection, Mr, Vice-President, what
you ﬁave Jjust been saying, do yeou think Congress will heed_the
advice of the President in his State of the Union Eessaée and
remove somg of the barriexs to trade with the Communist bloc
countxries?

VICG-PRESIDENT HUMPIIRFY : ¥ think it should. I believe
that it was a couragesus and a much-npeeded étntgm&nﬁ en the part
of the President. I believethat'“his will strengthen our
nation®s security. I believe that it will Strengthen our hand

in diplopnatic xelations.. I helieve also, may I say most

candidly, that it will stxc ciigthen cuy peace offensive in terms

of trying to bring the struggle in Scuth Vietnam to a
conclusion. Tt will show geod irntent and I think goed jugment

y
on cur parc.

I thexefore would uvrge. if X would be permitted to do so

at any time, with any meaker of Congress, that they support
¢ - - "4 L,

W

the Presidentis reguest,

o
o

ot mexely because the President made

it, but becsuse I think it is in ocur national interest.
And as you know, Mr. Childs, I have long supported this
point of view. And I am happy to say that most of the Anerican

this po
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business community supporcs tudy was

[

made by the United States Chamber of Cominexce, as I recall, on

trade with the eastern Ruropean countries. And it was found



that trade, at least in Limit

ed areas, v

iasS in our naticnal

interest, aund above all in the intorests of better communication
and uﬂﬁe:suandeg ketwveen these parts of the world.

; oy e
IR . RG.‘.{C’.‘J;.CJ RY:

, Sufficient amount of meney has been allocated to the geoal
the Great Soclety in the outlihc fox the future that vas set
foxth by the Presidenrt in the State of the Unwon Message?

VICE-PRESIDENY BUMPHREY: Yes, I do, Mr. Agronsky. Thatl
ig, within the limits of vhat I believe a gountxy can take,
and at the same time to fulfill its interwnscional éemmitmen%q;
and our intemmational commitments are not cnly in S;ﬁth
Vietnam ~~ gnd I want to emphasize that., I hope that we will
never loge sicht of the world picturze and Fe caught up only

|
with a sort of a concentrated attentio: upon the area of Scut%:J
ensi Azia., . -

\___ —

Walle Southeast Asia it uppermost in ocur thoughis teday,
we have obligations world-wide. And thorefore fEnse
budget in che @rojectgd budget zuns to about $58 bHillion. And
only a swall portion of that, frankly, goes into the Scuth
Vietnamese ox into the war in Vietaam. '

We have commitments to ketter than.45 nations arxound the

world. Ve have foreign aid comnitments

andt so forth,

-

{Fr,_—-‘ Moy, when we cone to th
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of all with unprecedented
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prosperaty. aAnd I will say that, While theore are MENY Prograns
nat produce gocd resule thore is pothing that beats g
};rcs;:esrl’"gg, It cees have a way of ansiis sing a large numbor of

|

aporeximately $3 billion w-

premlens.

Munmter Tyo —~- o ar
31 i 89 7 5 * » laeaads @ i1 4 % o e o

vell, dbout 83.3 billion, or about $3.5 billion additicnal
funfs over and shove the Fisosd adget to the Greoat Soeloatw
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And much of that mcnoy T Iow, will he

prograns .
our problems,

- - - e -y - e, re
28N areas, wiere meayv of

Girvected to the urbar

s . 2 3 =y dmpnata  da =
vore the first to point out

chat thexe ~ould be a
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lems. Do you think that that will

VICE~-PRES IDENY HoUp

thea

wil]

vhich is

xeally a very loy level. Ve wi
jet et the vhole

training end

N
i
02
W3
%)
i
o
L¢3

matier of the unemployahility of
e there aye many moxag




things we would like to ask you, and ve will continue the

duestioning in a moment.

-t

MR. AGROISKY:s M. Vice~President, there have heen a

=

nmumber of pileces writien about the concorn o vous stafi

about your image today. How do you feod about your Vice-
Presidentisl imaga?

VICE-PRLL IENT HUMPHREY: Uell, it is fourteen-and-a-hals
han it was, lct me say, aboul three monihs ago.

1-

Hr. hAgroensky, I have a very hicgh honor that has Leen given

do, is ©o fulfill the duties of that office to the best of my
ability and to tyy to bring a litile noxe sense of acceptance

ofifice to those -~ to the American pecoplo.
I an really not very worried about the image. My wife

loves me, my friends tolerate me, the voters gave the President

0

a txemendous vote of suppert, and he toolm along with him,

£

-

And I vas alvays ar.e to get elected in the State of Minnesota.

from bad tv vorse, we still have the family

e
1

And if things g
drug store.
MR. RALB: Mr. Vice-President, I vionder, sir -- the war

in Vietnam scems in a wey to have noved into the moral fikes

of this ccuntrxy in @ nunber of areas.

A
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During the last election the question of a y-:fessor

disagrecing with our Vietazam

Hlew Jers

@
L
ol

Bond in the State of Georgie.

.
cheras 1o ouxy

-

“ . -t - -
BOLICY wag a majox issue in

euntly an Lssue involving Juliear

-

X viondex, sir, do you feel there is really any moral

concexrn on vthis? Can a man not be t2ue ©o his

.

state legislature and DI oE o
foreign policy?

VICR-PAES

paraphrase it - that one of
proteet the right of dissent

ke right, i ere thev corped

.

3 duty din a
dly disagree with this countzy's

Vell, ny personal view is that
ped xight, and I think we cught o
L once sald, and I can only
the reascns thet we cught to

is that the dissenter may tuzn oul

dissenters in thisg instance will

e DBut I want to forevarn noy

or wazn every American that one of the most precicus freedoms

that we have is the right to

u.

...l

iE€Ze

right to he chnouicusly

There is an overvielming

Presldent and his policy in Vie

struggle suuh as this -- Leca

reople., That is, the vast

e different -~ ves, even the
rentc:

support in ﬁﬁis naticn for the
caam, Mo cnz is happy akout a
use Anexicans are not a weg-like

. et T ) ]

majority of them are not. And the

American people hncw they have talien on o trem:ndous obligation

vhen they assumed the naatle

of woxld lezdyrship, particularly
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for the free world.,

So I would suggest that we have some forcbhearance and

-t

patience. The truth is that much of the opposition has,
to our efforts in Vietunam -~ has taken -- well, it has

o

subsided, and there is a legitimate opposition, and there is

-

some that is rather foolish and hazd coxe, I would say,

-

dectrinsaywe, But I do not thinlk a man ocught te be denied a
seat in any legislative bhody becouse he disagrees with any
policy of the governnent

MR;_CEILDS: Mr. Vice-Prxesident, some of thé reporters who
were with 1 you on your Asien Crip cemplained that you neves

- =

briefed then on what you vere doing with heads of governrent,
B

Vhat bout your dilemma when you o on these diplomatic
missions for the Presid dent?

VICE~-PRESIDENT HUMPIMEY: Well, I think it has been
somewnat “v1a¢pcﬁ even ia my parforﬁance here today, Mr.
Childs. I do not feel that I can speak freely and openly
to every reporter abeout discussions with heads of state

oy there will e no frank discussiocn between a Vice-~Pregident

and the heads of state. I fed that my obligation is to my
ga Y

I

country and back to the President of the UnitedStates, and let
him judge wvhat vwe hwe done.

MR. AGROISIKY: Gentlemen, I am yeally sorry, but curx time

o

- is up, Mr, Vice~President and thank you, sir‘ for keing hexre

to FACE TIE NATICH.

TSR
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