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About seven years ago, | had a conversation with

a man whom all of us remember vividly.

| am speaking, of course, of Nikita Khrushchev.

| had quite a talk with him -- eight hours of it,

ML‘J’

in fact.

/
4 He declared then that our two systems should not

compete on the fie

Id of battle. Rather, he challenged us

e

to what he called "peaceful competition' -- to show which

system could yield more rapid progress and higher living

standards to its people.
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Z\Ogr__system, he told me, was worn out and played

out. It was communism, he said, which was new, young,

vital, and brimming with energy.

A'Chairman Khrushchev," | replied, "we haven't
g ey ]

even begun to compete yet, When we do, we'll compete

you right out of Gorki Park,"

om—— {
/4 | don't think he believed me for one instant,

But | had my reasons for confidence -- and primary

among them was the competitive vigor and tremendous

[ Te— —

initiative of our American businessmen . . . of American

—

labor . . . of our American farmers.

‘-.;.___-.r -
4 | was confident that, if government did its part, our
| W .

economy could really move ahead, As | used to say in

those days: "Let's take modern economic policy out of
el 0lICY out ¢

the doghouse and put it in the White House. ",
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o That is just wha”happened.

/\’/ As we meet here tonight, we are enjoying our 59th

month of continuous economic growth, Profits are up . . .

wages are up . . . farm income is up . . . savings are

--____.-—ﬂ .

=
up . . . the stock market is high . . . unemployment

-

is down to its lowest point in nine years . . . more

people are working than ever in history . . . and our

balance of payments deficit is sharply reducedy,

4 We recognize that the great corporations represented

in this room -- and the men who lead them -- have jéna:

e T )

provideg‘ leadership to bring these things about,
government has played a vital part in creating

and maintaining the kind of economic climate in which

private initiative can flourish.
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‘_\ But the primary credit belongs to the private sector --
for ours is a free economy} drawmg its v:gor from personal

initiative and private enterprise.

1
£ Economic growth has brought us prosperity and 557

o

well- beln unknown in the previous history of the world
g p y o J}Y/

Z But economic growth alone cannot be expected to solve

all our problems -- even all our economic problems

«, Foremost among these remaining problems is the

—_——w
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necessity for making _q:lL of our people more productive . . .

for including all of our people in our economic growth

. for finding new ways to release the unlimited creative

and productive potential of all the American people. ——

Wiaded wbbt%e:; _ gt Lt/
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\This, of course, has been the concern of your

companies for years -- and especially since you formed

the Plans for Progress program.

- ,,__\‘ For more than four years we have been fighting

s Vo |
Mf*‘“‘f discrimination in employment through Plans for Progress.

e Ang we have come a long way toward winning that fighty

: LT
But,despite our success, we must fac‘gb hard facts:
Zi

he unemployment rate for our Negro citizens
Y ey

continues to be approximately twice that for white citizens;

—
4 == Although the occupational status of the Negro has \

improved over the country in the past 30 years, in most
P y pa y

states he still has the same occupational distribution

relative to whites that he had in 1940 and 1950;

S e i ey

Z-- In a large majority of states there has been, since

World War 11, a widening of the gap between the incomes

of whites and Negroes;
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-- |f the proportion of Negro men qualified as

professional and technical workers were to continue to

RE——_

increase at the 1940-1960 rate, it would take until the year

2490 for them to achieve proportional representation in

et

these job categories.d know that, since 1960, this

FRIP—. ——

situation has improved -- but nevertheless it gives you

some idea of the scope of the tasw7w o

g T

hiring and promotion policies is only the first step.

/ We must also undertake a variety of positive actions

to reduce the employment gap which separates the average

Negro worker from his fellow citizens.

W This is a challenge which Plans for Progress has

already begu n to meet. | emphasize the word begun.

s
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4 Your encouragement of local Plans for Progress councils

s st i

. your seminars on federal job training programs . . .

our task force for moti_vating N_egro‘you_n_g people -- these

R —

are only first steps.

[

r
Z | was told dets=afiermmum of or_le‘iPlans for Progress

company that needs 10,000 workers., And they can't be

found. This company has scoured its city and region and
still can't find enough trainable people.
a0
(And this company does not shirk in conducting training
P i
programs. It already devotes more floor space to training
and education than any university in its state -- and it
W s s L S il

is not a backward state.

Z I'm sure that this experience -- of needing people

and not being able to find them -- is a common one in
this audience. ’]wm’w ﬁd-w

4 What can Plans for Progress companies do right now?

w— ‘ %
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== You can make training and employment opportunity /

R

available to graduates of the Job Corps and Neighborhood

..... e Y e )

Youth Corps. These young men and women have received
. - el

basm alc_ademlc and j0b tram[ng . they have recaptured

a sense of initiative and motivation . . . and they want

e

to show what they can doa
l

Sargent Shriver gﬁa'ggéretary of Labor Willard ertz

RS S

have established special offlces to assist in the placement ?’

of Job Corps and Nelghborhood Youth Corps personnelg, 1

/ Yo'.l can contact these offlces ”nd indi ,ea‘t‘q yourf]lhnfq@ss
to hdi/ide op\@,rtunlty topeople {n/ow able {a meet Zt/ {

ﬂ"‘""jf == You can provide summer jobs as part of President

- [ FCRTR )

Johnson's Youth Opportunlty Campalgn Frequently the
ehort

— i 3

promise of a {ETT_QI' JOb will keep a potentlalldropout in

school -- and help get him back to school in the fallg
/

L #7) Part—tlme jobs during the school year help meet the same

,*
i
a
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need.
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== You can work closely with federal and state
government to use the manl l?b jrainiﬂg and work
experience programs now underway.<You need to know
more about these programs. And we in government need

to establish better communication with you.

{ The Plans for Progress seminars on federally-sponsored

job training programs -- now scheduled for many of our

major cities == will help do this.

s s bt}

z == You can work actively in your communities to

can mobilize support for other programs pursuing the

same objectives.
/
//? Starting with Projec_t Head Stir} and continuing

through specialized training at the college level, we have
— T R S

/

the corgg_x;g_te and individq'ad!___[g_ggpgsibility to supporjc lans

and programs designed to combat deprivation and functional
— gl S M it

illiteracy.
——
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‘{ We also have the duty to support local and national

effor_t_g to provide__better h_ousing . . . Mmore adequate

health programs . . . and broader participation of all

our people in the economic and polltlcal processes of our

- e - R =1

nation
Plal_"‘_“p.lf Prgg@ COUNC] offe?\ a unea \
opportum to assum;\thls kmﬁ of dynamlc a?d en]ight&ned
\ 4
Iea)fershlp \ B Lt
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W To achieve these goals, we are going to have to work

harder. AWe are going to have to work in more areas. And

—_...-' e et

we are going to have to draw more people into our efforts.

/{ In his State of the Union Message on January [2,
President Johnson said that the Great Society leads us

along three roads -- growth, justice and liberation.
N L s et

vy A}
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Concerning the path of liberation, he said:

", . . In the midst of abundancs}modern man walks

e

oppressed by forces which menace and ng__njine the caulity

of his life, and which individual abundance alone will
. e 3
not overcome.

"We can subdue and we can master these forces

bring increased meaning to our Iive‘s} if all of us --

government and citizens -- are bold enough to change

—— e, [ S

old ways, daring enough to assault new dangers, and

if the dream is dear enough to call forth the limitless
P - —

capacites of this great people."
A«Jhis is the clear challenge we must meet.
And, in meeting it, we will erase in this world

any doubt there may be about the ability of free men to

build for themselves a better and more just society.
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For, as | told Chairman Khrushchev seven years
ago -- the real revolution in the world is not a Marxist

L

revolution. It is _tpf_n's rcfiq!g_.t_ion against oppression and
cgefcion, and toward human dignity and self-determination.
T'his is the revolution we must lead.

Z’ If we continue our work -- if we remain true to
what we believe in -- we can, in this country, achieve
what we seek: one natiqn, under God, i_nd_igisible, with
liberty and justice for all.

|
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