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It is @ high honor to receive your Fifth Annual

Gold Medal, -8 it is a privilege to join with you in

—

celebrating the 25th anniversary of the USO.

A During this quarter of a century, over 20 million

American men and women who have worn the uniform

———

v
of their country have found in the USO a home away

Sz #

Y
from home.

e

1 USO seeks to answer the two questions always on
the mind of every Gl wherever he is:

"Does anybody know I'm here? Does anybody
- — ey e s
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care?"
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And to these two questions you answer, in actions

- ..
as well as words: "Yes, we do know and we do care. "
S __ oy s

< We have an obligation to our American young men

away from home -- young men serving without complaint

and with a high_gtandard of performance.

4 At Clark Field, near Manila, | saw recently young é

Americans -- some of them terribly wounded -- fresh
from the battlefields of Vietnam, j_A.s | talked with them,
they showed in every word and action those special

e ey

qualities of courage and determination which Americans
= e

have always demonstrated in every war. We can surely /

T

be proud of them. r,‘ﬁ\
M
1 In Korea, | traveled north to the truce line and
talked with American and Korean soldiers in this cold
Em——— —

and bleak place.
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Z_Here/ over a decace after the UN repelled Communist

aggression, our American soldiers are still standing
L e et [

guard in one of freedom's loneliest and most remote

frontiers.

ZThe soldiers | saw in Clark Field and Korea, like

those in other remote and often dangerous areas of the

eI TR

world. deserve the assurance that the American people

/-
have not forgotten them] And USO -- which | saw in
-

action at Tokyo, Manila, and Seoul -- provides that kind
o= ——

e
e

of assurance.
M

/ And <SSk it is in the best spirit of American

democracy that USO, representing our three major faiths,
-— ——EED

IS non-governmental and represents a w_h_gl_ly volwry

commltment on the part of the Amerlcan people. =
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LWhy are so many American soldiers in Asia

either standing guard or engaged in a shooting war?
They are there, primarily, to ensure the peoples
BT i rmirsmer g
of the countries in which they are stationed the right

to choose, the right to decide their own futures -- in

e T [ e

other words, to have the basic human rigﬁts of self-

g

determination and of independence.
L e - —

Self-determination and independence are threatened
R A, e

today by Asian Communism./ And so is man's search

for peace.  For we face adversaries who seek to prove
-

that peaceful coexistence is a fraud . . . that militancy

LT 2 T L

and force are the paths to final Communist victory.

i, ae— WIB———
Z During my two recent trips to Asizl, | had the

opportunity to talk with many national leaders. | sought
N ——

their impressions of Asian Communism, w which all

g T T L Bk F——

of them have had first-hand experience.
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4 | did so because it is vital to know one's adversary as
Lt S e Y

thoroughly as possible, and through many different

) [T
eyes.
———
( | did not come back with simple answers or simple
panaceas,

ZAsian Communism is a complex ideology. It is

deeply rooted in the tragic past of Asia, yet it is‘g\y and

dynamic.

LLt is aggressive, And its
B

leaders are convinced of their ultimate success.
W

@

Z Its approach is not merely economic, although it

e ok

capitalizes on the poverty and despair of the Asian peasantg,
e

( Its tactic is not merely political, although its hard-
T

core followers are dedicated believers in Marxist doctrine

e . —-l",
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m‘l wraps itself in the robes of nationalism
D ey
to attract those who aren't yet ready for the fuII!gospeI.
Z Its thrust for power is not simplx military, although
.,
it never has won power except by ruthless use of force

T ee—y
---and | believe it never wHI,

-jp
The immediate threat is in Vietnam éWhat are M‘b”c

the realities of today in Vietnam?

Flrst there is the reality that we face in South
e

V:etnam no mild-mannered liberal evolutlonary reformist
Qi oad wHis

party. We face dedicated Communist-led revolutionaries

R R i 4L BT

seeking by force to subject a nation to their willy LSome
—

S e

of these revolutionaries are from the Southz Some are

from North. (Some are irregulars. S%ITEIB are regular

b .

North Vietnamese soldiers. ,éome of their supply and

direction comes from the South. Some of it comes from
Hanoi. Some of it comes from Peking. Their creed is

Communism and their means is terrorg
M’ .
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l Second, there is the reality that what is happening
==

in Vietnam is not an isolated occurrence, unconnected
o

to events elsewhere, bhose who inspire and support the

use of force in Vietnam have made their plans clear,,

=4 ==

ZThose plans include the use of subversion, of propaganda,
[[ TP R BT [ Ee—

of assassination, of sabotage, and of outright mi!jyry

SIS - e [
action to gain their objectives throughout the wor ldg ﬁn
et}

some places, such as Vietnam, aggression has come in
Lo T r——

the guise of a war of national liberation. In others,

e i R R et =

such as India and Korea, it has come as movement of
L ] J—

reqular troops across a national frontier.
] T S P T

AThe Communist-backed terrorism in Vietnam is being

felt not only in Asia, but also in Africa and in Latin

r——1 LT
——

America, = M '”@U-a—r-‘
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4 Third, 1 would point to the reality that -- faced with
L

this aggresswe force -- our response has been measured

pEaf P BRI SR Do

and our objectwe ‘peaceful,

e )

n, at Johns Hopkins

)

University, made clear the unconditional nature of our offer

{Last April President Johnso

toward peaceful negotiation.Z*—!e has reiterated that offer
many times. He has emphasized that so-called National
Liberation Front representatives could be represented

in the negotiations.

A Last May the President ordered suspensnon of bombing

RV i R 1 R A T TR TRy

in the North in the hope that this might stimulate
—

negotiation. In December we suspended the bombing again-’?

S

A In the past several weeks, the President has sent

emissaries throughout the world to seek some means
gy

toward peaceful negotiation,
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A Initiatives outside our own--by the UN Secretary
General; by 17 non-aligned nations; by the United Kingdom,
Ghana, “lc.'.i..?.. and other Commonwealth nations; by Japan,
by the United Arab Republic; by Pope Paul VI -- have been
undertaken without success.

(We have stated unequivocally that we support any
effort toward negotiation, no matter where initiated. And

we have directly communicated to Hanoi our willingness

to begin immediately unconditional discussions.

< What has been the response from Hanoi and Peking?
| read from Ho Chi Minh's letter of last Friday:

". . . The U.S. imperialists are clamoring about

their desire for peace and their readiness to engage in
unconditional discussion in the hope of fooling world

opinion and the American people . . .
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"Obviously the U.S. search for peace is only designed
to conceal its scheme for intensifying the war of aggression."

Z From Peking has come an unusually violent torrent

[ e Pt s ]

of hate propaganda regarding President Johnson's -- and

| quote == "filthy and vicious . . . basket of peace."

L )

It is clear that -- in this time as in the past --

those whose creed is force dishelieve the determination

o pasas A N RSSO [ e )

of dem_ol_gatic societies to resist their force.

LGiven this response to the U.S. peace offensive,

President Johnson had no choice but to take steps to

Testate miliidry pressure on Torth Vietnam-o'lé s
ﬂa)ﬁ In announcing this decislon, the President emphdsized

that "the end of the pause does not mean the end of our

own pursuit of peace."
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Zﬂ we must not permit the struggle to become purely
military, either in Vietnam or ﬂhere. -
4 We must persist with diplomatic initiatives for peace,

in the United Nations and in all the capitals of the world.

4 We must counter the Communist political thrust

- —— e

We must help the nations of Asia move forward with

economic and social reform
———=

WL et i

- S, T

| NS -
z This is where the struggle will be decided in the
long-run.
Z We have a clﬂ obllgatlon to help the people of Asia
and of other continents to help themselves. It is for

this reason that | commend to you the foreign aid program

which President Johnson submitted to Congress this week.
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The President has proposed, and | quote, "to

help give the people of the less-developed world the food,

the health, the skills and education -- and the strength --

AT T TS TR O R TR % TSRS AL

to lead their nations to self-sufficent lives of plenty

and freedom, " :-_ Q M ;’d-- mﬁdé‘]]u 5
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AWe have set ourselves no easy task. It will require

SERERNI 4 e e VO

patience and fortitude for years ahead.
ABUB | believe we can, in the end, succeed. 4%
Jeliglimue” Americans have learned the lessons of_hlstory

so that we may not be doomed to repeat them.

AWe have learned that the appetite of aggressors is

never satisfied.
L

AWe have learned that a threat to fx:e‘edom elsewhere

can soon become a threat to freedom here.




K Can we acce the possibility that the struggle against
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Communist expansion can go on for years ahead?

TGO

Z&an we adapt the use of our, mllltary power to achieve

limited goals while possessing military power in almost
I EapTara N

Ilmltless qua ntlty?

4 Can we persevere in our search for peaceful negotiation

in the face of rejection by our adversaries?

e [ L LA R LA

Can we devote ourselves to patient efforts toward

economic and social progress in an environment of violence
> i JR——————

and terror?

e

A Can we maintain our own devotion to free institutions

while opposed by those without regard for them?

4 Can we, finally, convince those who live by force

that time is on our side?
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1 Can we demonstrate to them that we are too strong
R

to be afraid, too determined to be defeated?
[ ¢ B I8

| answer: Yes, we can and we shall,

m—E— g @R

Americans are capable of waging the long, hard
battle for freedom around the globe for as long as freedom
is threatened. We have the leadership and the resolution
to fulfill our responsibility as leader of the free world.

And we shall.

- 4 5472 p*r ﬁ..{ vl Y'."".f
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Thank you very much, Governor Dewey, my good friend, Governor
Rockefeller, General Rosie O'Donnell, Mr., Walsh and the one and
only eternal Ponce de Leon, Jack Benny,

I want to say, Jack, that you must have been a very, very
illustrious youthful performer to have 25 years ago - at the age
of 14 - been conducting these shows all around the world.

- Truly tonight is a joyous occasion for me and one that sort
of leaves me wondering how it all happened so well, Sometimes people
say it is difficult to be Vice President. Well, what do you think
about having to follow Jack Benny? I know my friend, Jack Javits,
would never conceive such a plot despite the fact we at least
claim we are of different parties., We have a true and warm friendship,
The first time I had any doubt about this was when I found out tonight
that he was attending some sort of a Republican Safari down there in
Washington, honoring that illustrious and fine gentleman, Thruston
Morton, and then decided that he would come by private - by commercial
airline when he could have "hooked" a ride on a government plane, I would
have been glad to have given you a little lift, Jack, After all, you're helping
to pay for it, and it would have been nice to have had you along,

There are so many people here tonight to whom I should like to pay my
respects, because this audience represents truly distinguished and
dedicated citizenry. Distinguished and reverend clergy that are with us
who represents the great faiths of our lands and are so much a part of the
U.S.0, the many leaders of business and industry, finance and the professions,

lebor, the people here of every ethnie group, I think that if one could
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select a single occasion in this magnificent metropolitan area of
America where he could say that he was speaking to Americans

all == in the truest sense of the broad cross-section of land - he
would want to be at this dinner. And also to be here with one whose
line I know - John Daly - he never asked me what my line was, you
know, And to have so many of our stars of stage and of the opera
and of the great leaders in literature , the arts, I must say that

I am very much touched,

I want to say to Nelson, tonight, Governor the other day one of
your distinguished brotheres was in to see me - John Rockefeller the
III. And I was happy to tell. him how much I appreciate the fact that the line
is getting stronger, because his son is running on a Democratic ticket
in West Virginia. I cleared all this with Tom Dewey - this amount of
bi-partisanship goes along in this meeting tonight.

But I come here to salte the U,$.0.

I only regret that it was not possible to be here a little earlier,
but there's no use in keeping any secret because there aren't any. We had
a meeting just before I was ready to leave. I received a call at about
a quarter to five saying thet there'd be a meeting at the White House at
six, Well that was an hour after I was supposed to skzxk depart.

I was planning to have at least an hour with Tom and Frances before
we came to this dinner, But we were discussing this evening a very
serious problem.- the grave crisis of food that affects five hundred
million people in India, and what this nation might be able to do about
it. And it only once again underscores the many grave problems that

affect our nation and that perplex this world. Thank goodness that
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we've had a moment of levity this evening. No one can make us
feel happier and more relaxed, more at ease, than this great
ai'tist, Jack Benny. I am happy to know, Ja.ck,. that you're :t.he
treasurer of U.S.0, because I know that every dollar will be carefully
spent. That wasn't listed here - that was the announcement that I am
privileged to make in this program, So if any of you feel that you would
like to be mo::e generous, you can be sure that the money will be well
taken care of,

This is the occasion of the presentation of the 5th annual
Gold Medal, I have been informed of some of the previous recipients.
I am sure you must understand how humble and grateful I feel tonight

when there are men of ~ (illegible) Francis Cardinal-

Spellman and Bob Hope, Douglas MacArthur and Roger Blough, With
men of this great quality, you can't help but feel that if you
are included, even by inference or reference, that your fellow
citizens have paid you a high honor,

I only hope that what has been said tonight about the one that
has been so fortunate to receive this Gold Medal is partially true.
I've heard many people use it, but it's always good to say once again
that when you hear these lavdatory remarks, you can't help but think
that, as it has been said, " your mother would have believed it and
your father would have enjoyed it." I'm sure that would have been
the case in my family tonight.

And I'm delighted to be here on a birthday party, celebrating
the 25th anniversary of this great citizens organization. The emphasis
that has been made here tonight is so sound - - this belongs to the people,

belongs to you. This is the way it ought to be. During this quarter of



a century, over 20 million men and women who have worn honorably the uniform
of the United States of Americs have found in the U.S.0., a home away from
home. They have found a little bit of America wherever they were -= a place
where they could feel comfortable.

I think U.é.o. tries to answer two basic questions that come to the
minds of every GI wherever he is. The first question is quite natural,
"Does anybody know I'm here?" And the second one is "Does anybody really
care?" U.S.0, comes up with the answer. U.S.0. lets people know, it lets
that young man or woman know we know that he or she is there. And U.S.0.
gives the answer - we do care, We not only care about our own and our
own countr&, but we care about humanity, we care about this world, I
think that if we keep that uppermost in our thoughts and in our actions
that it becomes a powerful force for our nation and for all that is good.
We have a very, very deep obligation to our American young people away
from hnﬁe - those who serve in our Armed Services. These are, in the
main, young men and women who are serving without complaint. I want to
talk to you a little bit about that type. And what an amazing standard
of performance, There is a new rule in American life which we have to
seek to abide by, and that's the rule of excellence, not mediocrity. We
have to be better than other people. We have more to do, more obligations,
more responsibilities than just to get by; just to do it sort of well is
not enough., The standard of excellence, the new E Award for citizenship
is a standard that this nation must have in the days ahead,

I said to you that many of these men, in fact, a great majority are
uncomplaining, and I want tc give you evidence,

Not long ago Mrs. Humphrey and I were privileged to travel on quite

an extensive trip to the Far East - to Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan



(The Republic of China), Korea and back home,

We were in Manila for the Inaugural of the new President,

President Marcos., May I say that in itself was worth the trip, because
it's good to go to a country where people come into office by
ballots, instead of bullets. In the Philippines, with all its
problems (and people are always prone to tell you about their
problems) they still have elections, and there, they are pretty

good elections., In Asia, that is a very hea.r’i:ening experience

and demonstrates what we try to teach in our national life., Well,
we were at Clark Field, near Manila, a great base. Really, when

you look at the map, if you just put the map in your mind's eye for
Just a moment, that's a stone throw, as you would say, from Vietnam,
It's just about three hours, three to four hours at the most by plane
and less by a fast jet.

I went to Clark Airbase to visit the wounded in the hospital.
Beofre we went, we had a doctor go to that hospital and question the
young men as to whether or rot it was alright to come, As I told the
doctor, I didn't want to cause any difficulty for anyone, This was not
a call to get one's picture in the paper. I went to call as their Vice
President., When we arrived at the hospital air base, the first thing
I saw was a huge transport plane,loaded with wounded. The men at Clark
Base come directly from the battlefields of Vietnam., We saw over 300
of them... many of them the victims of malaria, some of accidents, but
many of them of combat, I saw men that were taken up right out of the
rice paddies and moved directly to this hosepital - with only temporary
or emergency aid - muddy, dirty, bloody, parts of their bodies blown

apart, There they were in the hospital., They are sepersted in
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sense there, For those we know will not live next of i
kin, their loved ones, are notified., I saw several parents tht J
had been brought there by the American Red Cross and the United |
States Air Force, visiting their sons, Then, there is another

group that still must remaia for a while before they can be moved to

(
|
a base hospital. And there is a third group, that can go on to i
Honolulu or back to the mainland and receive the best of care,
Mey I just assure you here, for a moment, that the finest of medical !
care is given., It is so wonderful to be home, to see the love, the |
dedication, the attention that is given by the doctors and nurses |
and personnel at that hospital touches your hezrt and moves your ‘
soul and spirit, }
|'

I visited with 352 of our from room to room

and floor to floor, individually, And I am here to tell you that |
I didn't hear one single word of complaint - not one, not a single ‘
gripes In fact they discussed things with me, those that were able

to talk ( and most of them were of this group because we were selective

in terms of not going to rooms where there were unconscious or unasble

to speak,) They talked to me about what was going on at home., They talked

to me about the protests., They talked to me about draft card burners, and thz:rr;J
unimpressed, not nearly as excited , may I say, as some folks at home, [
They spoke to me of the spirit anl morale of their comrades in arms backvifl;;ﬁnﬁ

And without exception, everyone said, " I hope I can get well, so I can go ‘
something |
back.” You have never seen anything like these young men, Now this tells/; |

]
|

about this generation . These young people are good, intelligent, tough. They "
know why they are there. They know what the battle is all sbout better than
some of the people who talk about the battle., And more significantly, ‘

I think, this tells something about the society from whence they come, ||
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We've always been told how "soft" this society is, and that it is a
society of materialistic outlook, without many idealistic or spiritual
values, That's not true. You cannot produce a generation of young
Americans that gives an accounting of itself as this young generation
does, unless that generation comes from a society in which values of the
spirit and soul and heart and mind are held high, I thought it was
wonderful, So I can say to you that I was very proud of them and I give
them tribute once again tonight..

In Korea I travelled north to the truce line, I talked with American
and Korean soldiers in that cold and bleak place, And it was cold, and
it was bleak, Here , over a decade ago, the United Nationa, mainly the
United States with some of its good strong allies, repelled Commumnist
aggression ~ the first major probing attack by the Communists of a
milidary nature since World War II. Our American soldiers are still
standing guard there on freedom's lonelisst and most remote frontiers.
And they are giving a good account of themselves. Now, the soldiers I saw
at Clark Field and Korea, like those, as has been explained here tonight,
in many other remote and oftten dangerous areas of the world = deserve aud
merit the assurance that the American people have not forgotten them,

I'm not talking now about the Congress or the President or the Cabinet,
or the Chief of Staff or the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. I ask that
the American people not forget them, One of the dangers of this time in
which we live where we have a highly professionalized military, where we
have had to be armed for 25 years in a troubled world, is that people are
apt to think that this whole struggle is somebody else's business and that
it belongs just to the few that are in the Armed Services, that few of

the many the officers and men in the pentagon or
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We never want that to happen., We never want to see any form of
barrier between those who represent this nation in the most difficult
areas of the world, wearing the uniform of this country, and the people.
Remember, this Army, this Navy, this Air Force, this Coast Guard, this
Marine Corps come from the people. It's a citizen army and the U,SO
is the heart connection, is the blood line, almost the sole connection
between that professional , that highly able military arm of our society
and the people, That's what you represent here tonight., That's what
your contribution means, that's what your presence here means tonight.
Now I think it's in the best American tradition and the best spirit of
this democracy that U.S.0., representing the major faiths, is non-
governmental, it represents a wholly voluntary commitment on the part
of the American people. One characteristic of this nation which I think deserve:
special notice, and we take it for gratned, is voluntarism, We have our
great voluntary organizations, our great foundations, the philanthpopy
of American corporate business. This is unusua.l, Yery few if any other
countries have it in the degree that we do. And it makes it a better country.
I agree with what Jack Benny said, that giving is receiving. I have never
known a person of substance or well-being who gave to the point that it
really hurt, It generally helps, The more we have shared and given,
the more we have we have. I think the last part of the cén'bury demonstrates
that, because America has more today than it ever had in all of its history.
And we have given collectively, individually, publicly, and privately as
no other people of Government on the face of the earth; and yet, look at
us today; the evidence is here,

And might I too pay tribute to the entertainment industry - not only
to the talent,to the actors and actresses, to the artists and

musicians, and comedians, they are so wonderful., My goodness, I saw



the Bob Hope Christmas Show; it was magnificent. And we know what Jack
Benny has meant and Danny Thomas and Marths Raye and the others khask who
have been mentioned here toright. They're loved by the American people,
not only because they're great artists but because they have great heart,
and the entertainment industry, th‘e performers as well as those who manage
them, has been generous, I know of no more generous people,

Now let me talk to you now, for just a few moments, very seriously about
the matter that is close to your heart, close to the nation., The gquestion is ver
simple and yet its answer is very complex, "Why are so many soldiers, why
are so many men of the Armed Services,of this nation, in Asia - either
standing guard or engaged in a shooting war?" Now I'm one of those persons
who believe in the (illegible) A

I have said that I believe that everyone has a right to be heard, I
don't mean to indicate that means that everyone needs to be taken seriously,
but that they have a right to be heard. It depends upon what you are saying,
as to whether or not what you're saying is deserving of serious attention,
The precious right of dissent must be ever fearlessly guarded and protected,
even when it's very distasteful to us. But, as much as I believe in the
right to dissent, I also believe in the right of assent. I don't believe
you have to roll over and play dead, because somebody else disagrees
with you, I think it's about time in this nation that people who believe
in what we're trying to do iiﬁ up and are hesrd, and that they spesk out,
not by just standing silently and nodding their and nodding their heads and
saying, "Oh yes, I think I will follow the President."” That's not enough.

public
We ought not to be just following the President, we ought to have a national pukid
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opinion of our own. We ought to be in a sense asking the President
to follow the people and to lead the people in the conviction of the people,
Now these men that I speak of are primarily in Asia to assure the people
of those countries in which they are stationed, the right to choose, the
right to decide their own futures, in other words to have the basic human rights
of self-determination and independence, We believe in this, and I, for
0 ne, am a little weary of hearing about %hat the Communists believe in
and about people wonderfing what we believe in, I think it's time that we
speak up in terms of our own convictions and our own ideology. Now, self=-
determination and independence area part of the great history of this nation anc
they are threatened today the world over and threatened for the moment in its
fiercest form by Asian Commmmnism,
Men's search for peace is man's noblest pursuit. It requires a courage
beyond anything that's known in man's experience., During my two recent
trips to Asia, I had the opportunity to speak to many of the national leaders
of the countries that I was privileged to visit, I _____ ‘their impressions
of Asian Communism, All of them have had a good deal of first-hand experience
with Communism, it's not theory with them, I did this because it is vital
to know one's adversary as thoroughly as possible and through meny different
eyes, I didn't come back with any simple answers or any simple remedies; there
are none, Asian Communism is complex, It is deeply rooted in the
tragic past of Asia, yet it is raw and it is dynamic} it has sharp cutting
edges , and it is aggressive, Its leaders are convinced with a zeal of
their ultimate success., Now it's approach is not economic it is not economic
determinism, although it caritalizes on poverty and despair. Its tactic
is not one that's political although its hard core followers are dedieated

believers in the Marxist doctrine., It wraps itself in the honored robes of
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nationalism, even as it seeks to destroy nationalism in the name of
international communism, Its thrust for power is not simply military,
although it never has won power except by the rubhless use of force
s and I doubt that it ever will, The plans of this movement are to be
seen worldwide, The immediste threat is in Vietnam where your sons
abe tonight.

Now what are the realities of today in Vietnam? Well first we
are not fighting over a bit of geography, we are not fighting over the
infected finger of the palm of Asia - the subcontinent alone, There is
a much broader purpose. We seek to show the aggressor that the price of
aggression come too high. £And we also seek to make it clear that the rules
of the 20th century for international conduct are not the rules of the
Jjungle, Now, there is a reslity that we face in South Vietnam, and it is
that no mild mennered liberal, "evolutionary, reformist party" is at work
there, Every once in a while I hear somebody say that all they're trying
to do is just reform the area, These are not reformers! We face dedi cated
Cormunist leaders, reactionary revolutionaries, seeking by force to subject a
nation and a people to their will, Now some of these revolutionaries are from
the South, but most are from the North, some are irregulars - the guerrilas, and

others are regular North Vietnamese soldiers. Some of their come

frqm.the South, and some come from Hanoi, and some from Pekind, plenty, and some
from Moscow., Their creed is Communism, and their means is terror., I suppose

it would seem that it is almost unnecessary to recite thié, but I am ofthe
opinion that it is necessary once again to say it, because many people seem

to assume that what's éoing on is just a little old civil war between neighbors

or femily., But it is not that. It is a part of a much larger enterprise,



Now there is a second reality" What is ‘happening in Vietnam is
not an isolated occurrence, unconnected elsewhere.

Those who inspire and support the use of force in Vietnam
made their plans clear. I sometimes wonder why we haven't more
clearly understood them. Those plans include the use of
subversion, infiltration, propaganda, assassination, sabotage,
murder and oubright military action to gain their objectives throughout
the world., The fact that the battle is temporarily being fought in
Vietnanm in no way limits the design of those who are instigators of
teh aggression. In some places,such as Vietnam, aggression is in
the guise of what they call a "War of National Liberation,” In others
such as India or in Korea, it has come as a movement of regular troops,
divisions, armies across a national frontier. The Communist backed
terrorism in Vietnam is being felt not only in Asia but tonight in
Africa and in ILatin America. The recent conference in Havana laid out
in clear terms ~-=- within 90 miles of the coastline of the United States -
the design, the plan for conquest, subversion, attack, murder and military
action. on three continents.. Latin America, Asia and Africa,

The testing ground is Vietnam in a "War of National Liberation,"
If they succeed there, they will spread like the plague -- a malignancy
that will consume free peoples.

Three, I would point to the reality that, faced with this aggression,
our response as & powerful nation has been a one, and our objective
has been peaceful, Last April, the President of the United States at John

Hopkins University made clear the unconditional nature of our offer for
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peaceful negotiation and seftlement., He has reiterated that offer many
times. He has emphasized that there are no insurmountable obstacles as to
those who could be represented at the conference teble, namely the so-called
National Liberation Front. Iast May, the President ordered suspsnsion

of the bombing in the north for five days . But the first day there was

open repudiation and insult from the north. By the third day, Hannoi,

Peking and Moscow said with clear tone and clear words that they

considered it "en insult." Around December we suspended the bombing

for 37 days, because many said this was the only way that you could hope

to initiate the preliminary stages of discussion for peace., In the past
several weeks, the President has sent his emissaries throughout the world to
seek some means for peaceful. negotiation, Initiatives oitside of our ovm have
been made - the United Nations Secretary General, the 17 non-ali@ed/?aﬁglons
their proposals, the United Kingdom, Ghana, India, the President of India,
the Commonwealth Nations, the efforts of Japan, of the United Arab Republic,
by Pope Paul the VI, All of these efforts have been undertaken seriously

and without success, All of them we have embraced ==~ all of them we have
sald we would accept. We heve stated unequivoeally that we support any effort

towards peaceful solution and negotiation no matter where it is initiated -

in any capital, in any form, And we have directly communicated to Hanoi - I repea,';

- directly our willingness to begin immediately unconditional discussions,
leading toward settlement.

What has been the resporse by Hanoi and Peking? Let me just read you
a line from Ho Chi Minh's letter of last Friday - less than a week ago:
"The U, S. imperialists are clamoring about their desire for peace," says
Mrs, Ho Chi Minh, "end their readiness to engage in unconditional discussions

in the hope of fooling worlé opinion and the American people. Obviously
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the U, S, search for peace is only designed to conceal its scheme
for intensifying the war of aggression."

For 37 days we withheld the power of our Air Force while their
supplies and men moved across the frontiers.,

From Peking has come an unusually violent form of hate propagandas
regarding President Johnson's and your nation's peace offensive, I quote,
Here's wint they called it: "filthy, vicious basket of peace," Even while
I was in India, Peking said it - Mrs, Kosygin of the Soviet Union was there -
that this was nothing but"a conspiracy on the part of Moscow and America to
deny the people of Vietnam their independence,”

I think that it's clear at this time, as in the past, that those
whose creed and method is force disbelieve the determination of free
peoples and democratic societies to resist their force,

Given this response to the U, S. peace offensive, your government,
President Johnson, had no choice in my mind but to take steps to restore
military pressure on North Vietnam - to protect our own men, to give them
the means to fight back, to slow down the infiltration, to make it more
difficult for the Communist forces to wage war, But in announcing that
decision, the President emphasized what is the objective of this !

Republic - and it has been since its first date - the end of the pause does not
mean the end of our pursuit of peace. TFor the achievement now, 25 years ago,
20 years ago, throughout our history, has been the goal of'this nation.

You and I know that we must not permit the struggle to become purely
military - either in Vietnam or elsewhere, We must persist with diplomatic
initiatives for peace , and we are in the United Nations, in the capitols of

the world, everywhere., We must counter the Communist political thrust with
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better politics - the polities of progress. And may I say, in the
presence of the Sem tor from New York, that I think that one of the most
brilliant dissertations on this has been given by Senator Jack Javits,
I want him to know that, In fact, I took the liberty of presenting khm
¥ie a review of Senator Javits' argument and document on this matter of
political mffemseiwe offensive to the President, and it is highly
regarded. The politics of progress,of self-determination, of human
dignity and self respect - this is the better politics that must be
ours,

And we must help the Asian nations too move forward through economic
and social reform. And this is where the struggle will be decided in the
long run, even when the military victory is won. We have a clear obligation
to help the people of Asia #m and of other continents to help themselves.

I listened tonight, only 3 hours ago, to the fact that from 10 to 12 million
people may die of starvation in India, This country of ours, this great America
cannot stand idly by. With almost 100 million acres of tillable rich land
without production, mth approximately 30 million tons of surplus grains in

our granaries, we camnot stand idly by and see God's children perish from hunger.
It just caen't be done, And we're not going to - I want you to know that.

But it isn't good enough just to give, There must be self help, There
must be leadership, so that people can help themselves, And this is what we seel
to do now as we advance a new program in the Congress for foreign sid - a
subject which seldom evokes much enthusiasm but as necessary to our national
security as the military itself,

The President proposed, and I quote him:"to help give the people of the
less developed world the food, the help , the skills and the education and
the strength to lead their nations to self-sufficient lives of plenty and

freedon,
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Ch, I know, some people are going to say "That's a very noble
goal, but it's a long way of," I% is indeed, But we need to be
challenged by lofty goals lest we lose our sense of dedlecation,

We've set ourselves no easy task, and we're not the kind of Em people
who ought to have easy tasks. It will require patience and fortitude
for the years ahead. I remind this audience tonight that this past year,
this great nation produced 50% of all that was produced in this world.
Much has been given us. We have been blessed by a fabulous system of
politics, social structure and economics, We're the most fortunate
people in the world, We have something else besides"our chains" to
lose, as the Marxist speaks. We have everything to lose - our environment,
the enviromment in which we want to live, in which we can grown and
blossom and in which we can have the life that is worthy of our great nation
and free people, So while our task is not easy, I believe that we can in
the end succeed, Maybe I'm just a confirmed optimist, but I have tremendous
faith, as you have, in the capacity of this nation to lead and create and to
give and to share, Americans have learned their lessons, I hope - the lessons
of history, so that we may not be doomed to repeat them. We have learned, have
we not, that the appetite o aggressors is never satisfied. We have learned
that aggresssion unchecked is aggression unleashed, And we have learned that
ihm a threat to freedom elsewhere can soon become a threat to freedom here,
And may I add that the surest guarantee of peace in this world is the integrity
of the American commitment., I ask this audience tonight to think what would
happen in Western Europe tonmorrow if the word went from your nation's capitol the
we have no intention of keeping our commitment to Western Berlin. I ask you to

think what would happen if “omorrow the word went mmk from this land that we
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did not intend to keep our commitments in NATO, The flood tide

of Commumnism would envelop the globe, There would be disunity, disaster,
chaos, everyone reaching for something and getting nothing but tyranny.

I think that we've learned that leadership is not a luxury, I trust that
we've learned that even this wonderful wealth, +this great wealth of our
country and the unbelievable pwer of this nation, has a more noble purpose
than Jjust to live an affluent life,

Our wealth is for the building of a more honorabk and just world and our
power is for the safeguarding of institutions of freedom and dignity to which
we say, we dedicate our lives, Leadership is not a luxury., It is a
burden. It gives you no privileges - but rather it imposes duties,
Leadership is not the cloazk of comfort but rather it is the robe of
responsibility. And it requires strength and discipline, wealth and
sacrifice, perseverance and patience from us all,

Knowing this, I ask these questions: Can we accept the possibility
that the struggle against Communist expansion can go on for years?

Do we have the staying power (because make no mistake about this,
our adversaries depend upon us tiring)? Can we adapt the wse of our
militery power to achieve a limited goal while possessing military power
in almost limitless quantity and quality.

Cen we recognize that, with this unbelievable power, such as nuclear
weapons, we have a tremendous responsibility of self discipline? Who is
there amongst us that would be the first to pull the nuclear trigger and
release the holocaust that could destroy all of man's ereation?

Can we persevere in our search for peaceful negotiation in the face

of constant rejection, arrogant rejection by our adversaries?
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Can we devote ourselves to patient efforts which sometimes
they seem not to yield much result towards economic and social
progress in an enviromment of violence and terror?

And can we maintain our devotion to free institutions while opposed
by those who disregard them and in faet hate them and want to destroy
them completely?

Can we finally convince those who live by force that time is not on
their side, but on our side?

And can we demonstrate to them, my fellow Americans, that we are too
strong to be afraid and too determined to be defeated?

I say that we can and must be firm without being belligerent = resulute
without being bellicose, strong without being arrogant, and compassionate
without being soft. These are truly the qualities of a great people and
a great nation. I know thal Americans are capable of these qualities,

And of waging the long, hard battle for freedom here at home and whenever
it's threatened around the globe., For as long as freedom is threatened,
we have the leadership in our people, in our history, in our destiny and
the resolution to fulfill the responsibility as a leader ‘of the Free World.,

And it is in this spirit that we should speak to a humanity that longs
for leadership, motivated by justice - a leadership inspired by the cause
of freedom.

Thank you,
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This 1s the occasion of the presentation of
the 5th annual Gold Medal. I have been informed of the

names of some of the Frevious recipilents. I am sure
you must understand how humble and gradeful I feel
tonight when they are men of the caliber of Francis
Cardinal Spellmen, Bob Hope, Douglas MacArthur, end
Roger Blough. With men of this great quality, you can't
help but fieel that if you are included, even by infer-
ence or reference, your fellow citizens have paid you a
high honor.

I only hope that what has been said tonight
about the one that has been so furtunate to receive this
Gold Medal is partially true. I've heard many people
say, but it's always good to say once again that, when
you hear such laudatory remarks, you can't help but
think that, as it has been said, "your mother would have
believed it and your father would have enjoyed it." I'm
sure that would have been the case in my family tonight.

I'm delighted to be here on a birthday party,
celebrating the 25th anniversary of this great citizen's
organization. The emphasis that has been made here to-
night is so sound -~ U. 3. 0. belongs to the people,
belongs to you. This s the way it ought to be. During
this quarter of a century, over 20 million men and women
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who have honorably wcrn the uniform of the United States
of America have found in the U.3.0. a home sway from

home. They have found a littls bit of America wherever
they were -- a place where they could feel comfortable.

I think U.5.0. tries to answer two basic quest-
ions that come to the mind of every GI wherever he is.
The first question is quite natural, "Does anybody know
I'm here?" And the second one is, "Does anybody really
care?” U.S8.0. comes up with the enswver. U.S.0. lets
people knov. It lets that young man or woman know that we
do know that he or she is there. And U. S. 0. gives the
answer - we do care. We not only care about our own and
our own country, but we care about humanity, we care about
this world. I think that if we keep that uppermost in our
thoughts and in our actions that it becomes a powerful
force for our nation and for all that is good.

We have a very, very deep obligation to our Amer-
ican young people who are awvay from home - those who serve
in our Amed Services, These are, in the main, young men
and vomen who are serving without complaint. I want to
talk to you allittle bit about that fact. What an
amazing standard of performance they have achieved. There
is a nev ule in American life we have to seek to abide
by, and that's the rule of excellence, not mediocerity. We
have to be better than other people. We have more to do,
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more obligations, more responsibilities than just "to get
by;" Just to do 1t "sort of well" is not enough. The
standard of excellence, the new "E" Award for citizenship
is a standard that this nation must have in the days ahead.

I sald to you that many of these men, in fact, a
great majortty are uncomplaining, and I want to give you
evidence.

Not long ago, Mrs. Humphrey and I were privileged to
travel on qulte an extensive trip to the Far East - to
Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan(The Republic of China),
Korea and back home.

We wers in Manlla for the Inaugural of the new
President, President Marcos. May I say, that in itself
was vorth the trip, because it's good to go to a country
wvhere people come into office by ballots, instead of
bullets, In the Philippines, with all its problems
(and people are always prone to tell you about their
problems), they still have elections, and there, they are
pretty good elections. In Asia, that is a very heartening
experience; it demonstrates what we try to teach in our
national life. Well, we were at Clark Field, near Manila,
& great bass. If you just put the map in your mind's eye
for a moment, that's & stone throw, as you would say, from
Vietnam. It's just about three to four hours at the most
by plane and less by a fast jet.

I went to Clark Airbase to visit the wounded in the
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in the hospital. Before we went, we had a doctor go to
that hospital and question the young men as to whether
or not it was alright to come. As I told the doctor, I
didn't want to cause any difficulty for anyone. This was
not a call to get one's picture in the paper. I went to
call as their Vice President.

When we arrived at the hospital air base, the first
thing I saw was a huge transport plane, loaded with wounded.
The men at Clark Base come directly from the battlefields
of Vietnam. We saw over 300 of them; many of them - the
victims of malaria, some of accidents, but many of them
of combat. I saw men that were taken up right out of the
rice paddies and moved directly to this hospital - with
only temporary or emergency aid - muddy, dirty, bloody,
parts of their bodies blown apart. There they were in
the hospital. They are separated in a sense there. For
those we know will not live, the next of kin, their loved
ones, are notified. I saw several parents who had been
brought there by the American Red Cross and the United
States Air Force, visiting their sone.

Then, there 1s another group that still must remain
for a while before they can be moved to a base hospital.
And there is a third group, that can go on to Honolulu or
back to the mainland and receive the best of care thers.



s o

May I just assure you here, for a moment, that the
finest of medical care is given. It is so wonderful to
be home, and 1t is wonderful to see the love, the
dedication, the attention that is given by the doctors,
nurses and other personnel at that hospitsl; it touches
your heart and moves your soul and spirit.

I visited with 352 of our sons, I moved from room
to room, floor to floor, individually. And I am here to
tell you that I didn't hear one single word of complaint -
not one, not a single gripe. In fact, they discussed
things with me, those that were able to talk (and most
of them were of this group, because we were selective in
terms of not going to rooms vhere men were unconscious or
unable to speak.)

They talked to me about what was going on at home.
They tallled to me about the protests. They talked to
me about draft card burners. They vere unimpressed, not
mlsumimswlw,ummmahm.
They spoke to me of the spirit and morale of their comrades
in ams back in Vietnam. And without exception, everyone
said, "I hope I can get well, so I can go back." You have
never seen anything like these young men.

Fow this tells somsthing sbout bhhis generation.
These young people are good, intelligent, tough. They know
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vhy they are there. They know what the battle is all
about == better than some of the people who talk about
the bbttle. And more significantly, I think, this tells
something about the soclety from whence they come. We've
alvays been told how "soft" this society is, and that it
is a society of "materialistic outlook," without meny
idealistic or spiritual valuss. That's now true. You
cannot produce a generation of young Americans which gives
an accounting of itself as this young generation does,
unless that generation comes from a society in which values
of the spirit and soul, heart and mind are held high. I
thought it was wonderful. So, I can say to you that I
wvas very proud of them and I give them tribute once again
tonight.

In Korea, I travelled north to the truce lins, I
talked with American and Korean soldiers in that cold and
bleak place. And it was cold, and it was bleak. Here,
over a decade ago, the United Nations, mainly the United
States, with some of its good strong allies, repelled
Commnist aggression - the first major probing attack by
the Communists of a military nature since World War II.

OQur American soldiers are still standing guard there
on freedom's loneliest and most remote frontiers. And
they are giving a good account of themselves. Now, the
soldiers I sav at Clark Fleld and Korea, like those, as
has been explained here tonight, in many other remote and
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often dangerous areas of the world - deserve and merit
the assurance that the American people have not rorgott.@;
them. I'm not talking mow about the Congress of the
President or the Cabinet, or the Chief of Staff or the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. I ask that the American
people not forget them. One of the dangers of this time
in vhich we live where we have a highly professionalized
military, where we have had to be armed for 25 years in

a troubled world, is that people are apt to think that
this whole struggle is "somebody else's business," and
that it belongs just to the few who are in the Armed
Services overseas, as well as the officers and men in the
Pentagon.

We never want that to happen. We never want to see
any form of barrier between those who represent this nation
in the most difficult areas of the world, wearing the uniform
of this country, and the people. Remember, thés Army, this
Navy, this Alr Force, tanis Coast Guard, this Marine Corps
come from the people. It's a citizen army, and the U.S.0.
is the heart connection, it is the blood line, almost the
sole commection betwsen that professional, that highly
able military arm of our society and the psople. That's
wvhat you represent here tonight. That's vhat your contribu-
tion means; that's what your presence here means tonight.
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Now, I think it's in the best American tredition and the
best spirit of this democrapy, that U.3.0., representing
the major faiths, is non-governmental. It represents a
wholly voluntary commitment on the part of the American
people. One characteristic of this nation which I think
deserves speclal notice, and wve take £& for granted, is
voluntarism. We have our great voluntary organizations,
our great foundations, the philenthropy of American
corporate business. This is unusual. Very few if any
other countdbes have it in the degree that we do. And
it makes ours a better country. I agree with what
Jack Benny said, that giving is receiving. I have never
known a person of substance or well-being vho gave to
the point that it really hurt. It generally helps. The
more we have shared and given, the more we have. I
think the last part of the centmmy demonstrates that,
because America has more today than it ever had in all
of its history. And we have given follectively, individually,
publicly and privately as no other people of Government on
the face of the earth; and yet, look at us today; the
evidence is here.

And Eight I too pay tribute to the entertainment
industry - not only to the talent, to the actors and
actresses, to the artists, musicians and comedians; they
are so wvonderful. My goodness, I sam the Bob Hope Christmas
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Show; 1t was magnificent. And we know what Jack Benny
has meant and Danny Thomas and Martha Raye and the
others who have been mentioned here tonight. They're
loved by the American people, not only because they're
great artista, but because they have great hsart, and
the entertainment industry, including both the performers
as well as those vwho manage them, has been gemerous, I
know of no more gensrous people.

Now, let me talk to you, for just a few moments, very
seriously about the matter that is close to your heart,
close to the nation. The question is very simple, and
yet its answer is very complex, "why are so many soldiers,
why are so many men of the Armed Services of this nation,
in Asia - either standing guard or engaged in a shooting
war?"

Now I'm one of those persons who belleve in the right
of déssent. I have said that I believe that everyone has
a right to be heard. 1 don't mean to indicate that means
that everyone needs to be taken seriously, but that they
have a right to be heard. It depends upon what you are
saying, as to vhether or not vhat you're saying is deserving
of serious attention. The precious right of dissent must
by ever fearlessly guarded and protected, even when it's
very distasteful to us. But, as much as I believe in ths
right to dissent, I also believe in the right of assent.
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I don't believe you have to "roll over and play deas,"
becsuse somebody else disagrees with you. I think it's
about time in this nation that people vho belisee in vhat
we're trying to do stand up and be heard, and that they
speak out, not by Jjust standing silently and nodding
their heads and saying, "Oh yes, I think I will follow
the President.” That's not enough. We ought not to be
Just following the President, we ought to have & national
public opinion of our own. We ought to be, in & sense,
asking the Preaident to follow the people and to lead the
people in the conviction of the peopls.

How, these men that I speak of are primerily in Asia
to assure the people of those countries in which they are
stationed -~ the right to choose, the right to decide their
own futures, in other words to have the basic human rights
of self~determination and independence. 4We believe in this,
and I, for one, am a little weary of hearing about what the
Communists believe in and about people wondering what we
believe in., I think it's time that we speak up in temms
of our own convictions and ouwy own ideology. Now, self-
determination and independence are a part of the great
history of this nation, and they are threatened today the
world over, threatensd for the moment in its filercest form
by Asian Communism.
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Man's search for peace 1s man's noblest pursuit. It
requires a courage beyond anything that's knownin man's
experience. During my two recent trips to Asia, I had the
opportunity to speek to many of the national leaders of
the countries that I was privileged to visit. I learned
their impressions of Asian Compmunism, All of them have
had a good deal of first-hand experience with Communism;
it's not theory with them. I did this, because it is vital
to knov one's adversary as thoroughly as posaible and
through many different eyes. I didn't come back with any
simple answers or any simple remedies; there are none.
Asian Communiam is conglex. It is deeply rooted in the
tragic past of Asle, yet it 1s raw and it is dynamic; it
has sharp cutting edges, and it is aggressive. Its leaders
are convinced with zeal of their ultimate success. Novw it's
approach is not economic; it 1s not economic determinism,
although 1t capitalizes on poverty and despair. Its tactic
is not one that's political, although its hard core followers
are dedicated beliesvers in the Marxist doctrine. It wraps
itself in the honored robes of nationalism, even as it
sesks T0 destroy nationalism in the name of intsrnational
communism, Its thrust for power is not simply military,
although 1t never has won power except by the ruthless use
of force, and I doubt that it ever will., The plans of this
movement are to be seen worldwide. The immediate threat
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is #n Vietnam vhere your sons are tonight.

Now, what are the realities of today in Vietnam?
Well, first wve are not fighting over a bit or geography;
we are not fighting over the infected finger of the palm
of Asia - the subcontinent alons. There is & much broader
purpose. Ve ssek to show the agfressor that the priee of
aggression come too high. And we also seek to make it
clsar that the rules of the 20th century for intermational
conduct are not the rmles of the jungle.

Now, there 1s a reality that wve face in South Vietnam,
and it is that no mild mannersd "liberal, evolutionary,
reformist party” is at work there. BEvery once in a vhile,
I hear somebody sey that all they're trying to do is
"Just reform the area.” These are not reformers! Ve
face dedicated Commmnist leaders, reactionaly revolution~
aries, seeking by force to subject a nation and a peopls
to their will. Now, sone of these revolutionaries are
from the South, but most are from the North; some are
irregulars - the guerrilas, and others are regular North
Vistnamese soldiers.

Some of their supplies come from the South; some come
from Hanol; some from Psking, plenty, and some Srom Moscow.
Their creed is Communisa, and thelir means is terror. I
suppose it would seem that it is almost unnecessary to recits
this, but I am of the opinfon that it is necessary once
again to say it, becauss many people seem to assume that
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wvhat's going on is just a littls old civil war
between neighbors or family. But it is not that.
It is a part of a much larger enterprise.

How bhere i3 a second reality. what is
happening in Vietnam 1s not an 1solated occurrence,
unconnected elsewvhere. Those who inspire and support
the use of force in Vietnam have made their plans
clear. I sometimes wonder wvhy we haven't more clearly
understood them. Those plans include the use of sub-
version, infiltration, propaganda, assassination, sab~
otage, murder and outright military action to gain
their objectives throughout the world. The fact that
the battle is temporarily being fought in Vietnam in
no vay limits the design of those vho are instigators
of the aggression. In some places, such as Vietnam,
aggresaion 1s in the guise of what they call a "var
of Nationsl Liberation.” In others such as India or
Korea, it has come as a movement of regulsr troops,
divisions, armies across a national frontier.

The Commuist-backed terrorism in Vietnam
is being felt not only in Asis but, tonight, in Afri-
ca and in Iatin America. The recent conference in
Havena laid out in clear temms ~- within 90 miles of
the coastline of the United States - the design, the
plan for conquest, subversion, attack, murder, and
military action on three continents -- Latin America,
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Asia and Africa.

The testing ground is Vietnam in a "War of
National Iiberation." If they succeed there, they
will spread like the plague -- a mslignancy that will
consume free people.

Three, I would point to the reality that,
faced with this aggrission, our response as a power-
ful nation has been of moderate tone, and our object-
$ve has been peaceful. ILast April, the President of
the United States at John Hopkins University made clear
the undonditional nature of our offer for peaceful ne-
gotiation and settlement. He has reiterated that offer
many times. He has smphasized that there are no insur-
mountable obstacles as to those who could be represented
at the conference tahle, namely the so-called “"National
Iiberetion Front."

last May, the President ordered suspension of
the bombing in the north for five days. But the first
day, there was open repudiation and insult from the
north., By the third day, Hanol, PFeking and Foscow
sald vith clear tone and clear words that they consid-
ered it "an insult.”

Around Decenber, we suspended the bombing
for 37 days, because many said this was the only way
that you could hope to initiate the preliminary stages
of discussion for peace. In the past several weeks,
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the President has sent his emissaries throughbut
the world to seek some means for peaceful negotiation.
Initlatives outside of our own have been made - by the
United Nations Secretary General, the 17 non-aligned
nations and their proposals, the United Kingdom, Ghana,
India, the President of Indla, the Commonwealth Nations,
the efforts of Japan, of the United Arab Republic, by
Pope Panl the VI. All of these efforts have been un-
dertaken seriously and without success. All of them
we have embraced -- all of them we have said we would
accept. We have stated unequivocally that we support
any effort toward peaceful solution and negotiation, no
matter wvhere it is initiated -- in any capital, in any
form. And we have directly communicated to Hanoi -- I
repeat, directly =- our villingness to begin immediately
undonditional discussions, leading toward settlement.

What has besn the response by Hanoi and Peking?
Iet m® just read you a line from Ho Chi Minh's letter
of last Friday - less than a week ago: "The U. S. im~
perialists are clamoring about their desire for peace,"
says Ho Chi Minh, "and their readiness to engage in un-
~conditional discussions in the hope of fodling world
opinion and the American people. Obviously, the U. 8.
search for peace is only designed to conceal its scheme
for intensifying the war of aggression.” .

For 7% days, we vithheld the power of our Air
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Force while their supplies and men moved across the
frontiers.

Prom Peking has come an unusually violent form
of hate propaganda regarding President Johnson's and
your nation's peace offensive. I quote. Here's what
they called it: "--a filthy, vicious basket of peace."

Even while I was in India, Peking said it --

Mr. Kosygin of the Soviet Union was there =- that this was
nothing but "a conspiracy on the part of Moscow and Amer-
ica to deny the people of Vietnam their independence."

I think that it's clear at this time, as in
the past, that those whoee creed and method is force
disbelieve the determination of free ppoples and demo-
cratlc societies to resist their force.

Given this response to the U. 8. peace offensive,
your government, President Johnson, had no choice but
to take steps to restere military pressure on North
Vietnam -- to protect our own men, to giventhem the means
to fight back, to slow down the infiltration, to make
it more difficult for the Communist forces to wage war.
But, in announcing that decision, the President empha~-
sized that it 1s the objective of this Republic ~ and
it has been since the start - the end of the pause does
not mean the end of our pursuit of peace. For the
achievement of peace -- now, 25 years ago ; 20 years
ago, throughtut our history =- has been the goal of



this nation.

You and I knov that we must not permit the
struggle to become purely military ~ either in Vietnam
or elseisere. We must persist with diplomatic initia~
tives for peace, and we are in the United Nations, in
the capitols of the world, esveryvhere.

We must counter the Commmnist political
thrust with better politics - the politics of progress.
And may I ssy, in the presence of the Senator from New
York, that I think that one of the most b#illienTdis-
sertations on thés has been given by Senator Jack Javits.
I wvant him to know that. In fact, I took the liberty of
presenting a reviev of Senator Javits' argument and doc-
ument on this matter of political offensive to the Pres-
ident, and it is higaly regarded. The politics of pro-
gress, of self-detennination, of human dignity and self-
respect - this is the better politics that must bs ours.

And wve must help the Asian nations to move
forward through economic and social reform. This is
where the struggle will be decided in the long run,
even vhen the military victory is won. We have a clear
obligation to help thwe people of Asia and of other con-
tinents to help themselves. I listened tonight, only
2 hours ago, to the fact that from 10 to 12 million
people may die of starvation in India. This country
of ours, this great /America camnot stand idly by. ¥ith
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almost 100 million acres of tillable, rich land with~
out production, with approximately 30 million tons

of surplus grains in our granaries, wve camnot stand
idly by and see God's children perish from hunger.

It Just can't be done. And we're not going to - I

want you to know that,

But it isn't good enough just to give. There
must be self help. 'There must be leadership, so that
people can help themselves. And this is vhat we seek
to do now as we advance a nev program in the Congress
for foreign ald--a subject which seldom evokes much en-
thusiasm, but is as necessary to our national security
as the military itself.

The President proposed, and I quote him: "to
help give the people of the less~developed world the
food, the help, the akills and the education and the
strength to lead their nations to self-sufficient lives
of phenty and freedom.”

Oh, I know, some pecple are golng to say
"That's a very noble goal, but it's a long way off."
It is indesd. But we need to be challenged by lofty
goals lest we lose our sense of dedication.

We've set ourselves no easy task, and we're
not the kind of people who ought to have easy tasks.
OQur goal will require patience, and fortitude for the
years shead. I remind this audience tonight that, this
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past year, this great nation produced 50% of all that
was produced in this world. Much has been given us.
We have been blessed by a fabulous system of politics,
soclal structure and sconomics. We're the most for-
tunate people in the world. We have something else be-
sides bur chafns" to lose -~ our environment, the en-
vironment in which we want to live, in vhich we can grow
and blossom and in vhich we can have the life that is
worthy of our great nation and free people.

S0, while our task is not easy, I belisve
that we can in the end succeed. Maybee I'm just a con-
firmed optimist, but I have tremendous faith, as you
have, in the capacity of this nation to lead and create
and to give and to share. Americans have learned their
lessons, I hope - the lessons of history, so that we
may not be doomed to repeat them. We have learned, have
wve not, that the appetite of aggressors is never satis-
fied. We have learned that aggression unchecked is
aggression unleashed. And we have learned that a threat
to freedom elsevhere can soon become a threat to freedom
here.

May I add that the surest guarantee of peace
in this world is the integrity of the American commit-
ment. I ask this audience tonight to think what would
happen in Western Burope tomorrov if the word went from

your nation's capitol that we have no intention of keeping
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our commitment to Western Berlin. I ask you to think
mwmnmmmmrMMs
mmtwmmmmmmpmmmum
RATO. mmm«mmmmm
globe. There would be disunity, disaster, cheaos, every-
mmmmmmmungmtmm
tyramny. Ith:l.nkthutu'ulmdthulmmp
is not & luxury. I trust that we've learned that even
mmmm,msmmthormmm
amthamhtmﬂhl.omormm.m;m
mbhnmnthn:uattonwmmtun.

mmmnmmhuumoramhm-
MMmemmmnmrmm-
smmngormumumormmmwtomm
ve dedicate our lives. Isadership is not a lwourg. It
is a burden. Itstnsmmprivmas-mmmm,
it imposes duties. Leadership is not the cloak of com-
fort,hatmthlritiath.mbootnmmiw. And
it requires strength and discipline, wealth and sacri-
fice, perseverance and patience from all.

Enowing this, I ask these questions: Can we
accept the possibility that the struggle against Com-
mnist expansion can go on for years?

mummmmm,mm
mmmcm:,mrummmupmm
tiring?
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mnwadaptthounormninmypmr
to achieve a lRmite¢ goal while possessing military
power in almost limitless quantity and quality?

Can we recognize that, with this unbelievable
power, such as nucleer weapons, we have a tremendous
responsibility of self discipline? who is there
amongst us that would be the first to pull the nuclear
trigprmdmlunthoholmstﬂatmlddutm
all of man's creation?

Can we persevere in our search for peaceful
negotiation in the face of constant rejection, arrogant
rejJection by our adversaries?

Can we devoie ourselves to patient efforts
vhich sometimes seem fot to yield much result toward
economic and soclal progress in an environment of vio-
lence and terror?

Can wve maintain our devotion to free insti-
tutions while opposed! by those who disregard them and
mrmthutmmmwdonmythnmuly?

Can we finally convince these who live by
force that time is not on their side, but on our side?

And can ve demonstrate to them, my fellow
Americans, that we are too strong to be afraid and too
determined to be defeated?

I say that we can and must be fimm vithout
baine hallicarant = resalute withant haine hallianse
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strong without being arrogant, and compassionate
without being soft. Theee are truly the qualities
of a great people and a great nation. I know that
Americans are capable of these qualities and of
vaging the long, hard battle for freedom here at
home and whenever it's threatened around the globe.
For, as long as freedom is threatened, we have the
leadership in our pesple, in our history, in our des-
tiny and the resolutlion to fulfill our responsibility
as a leader of the Free World.

And 1t is ia this spirit that we should
speak to a humanity that longs for leadership, moti-
vated by justice - a leadership inspired by the cause
of freedom.

Thank you.
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