
NOTES'~~~ 
VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

AMERICAN LEG I ON LEGISLATIVE Dl NNER 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

MARCH 2, 1966 

~~· 

. I am particularly 

pleased to be in the company tonight of my good friend 

Representative Olin Teague. I can think of no one in 

the Congress who more deserves the award you have 

bestowed on him. 

There is no doubt what is on all our minds tonight. 

It is the war in Vietnam. 
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As you know, I returned a few days ago from two 

weeks in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. Tonight I 

would like to give you some of the impressions I bring 

we face in 

Vietnam is not an isolated conflict. It does not exist in 

a vacuum. 

(.south Vietnam is the testing ground for two struggles 

taking place in Asia: The struggle of nations to maintain 
-- ' 

their independence while threatened by Communist 

subversion and aggression . . . and the struggle to bring 

about a social and economic revolution for the people of 

that part of the world. 

L.., In Vietnam, the tide in both struggles has 

begun to turn in our favor. But make no mistake about .. 
~ we must be prepared to face a long and costly effort. 



~ 
The military situation has improved over even a ~ 

few months ago. South Vietnamese, American, and ~~ 
~~· AJ~~ 

allied forces ar~ holding their own with the Viet Cong ''::::t==-
~They are taking offensive initiatives in Viet Cong 

sanctuaries which were previously immune to attack. _... 

L.. Sections of road and railroad, previously unusable, are 

being used again. The Viet Cong defection rate has 

increased in the past few months. Defectors report 

low morale ... food shortages and, above all, fear of 

bombing among Viet Cong forces. 

Allied firepower and mobility are in reasing. 
e ~ -

~Tactical air support is excellent. 

A Our communication and supply situations have 

improved. f&1tf ~~M{~~{ 
Coordination among allied forces has improved. 
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are conducting themselves in the best traditions of this 

country, not only4n th~ut in their work in 

building rural schools and hospitals, in helping the 

Vietnamese people to build, plan, and have hope for the 

future. 4 heir performance is good, their morale is high, _______ .___,. _....,...,.

..._.~_..

...._-

___, 

and we have every reason to be proud of them. 

~Special mention should be made of the excellent 

rescue and medical care available to our troops in Vietnam. -
{. Within three hours most wounded receive skilled medical 

treatment. And fewer than 1 per cent of all wounded --.......... 
troops hospitalized fail to survive -- this compared to a 

rate of 8. 5 per cent in World Wa~ 4. 5 per cent in 

World War II; and 2. 2 per cent in Korea. 
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~There are no "yank~e ~o .• ~ome" sigrun the walls 

in Saigon and other citiesl l ndeed, the Viet Gong 

----~ seem to have some trouble in getting their ~-....._ 

soldiers to believe their own anti-American propaganda .. 

Questioning of prisoners and defectors shows that very 

few of the Viet Gong feel the United States seeks conquest 

or domination in Vietnam. 

-~--.... ~ N•Tff".#lr~ 

One prisoner who s qu stioned sai~ this: 

"I saw an American on; working w~ several 
\ 

I 

to repair a bridge. He wore no s'hirt. I saw 

Vietnamese workers nderstood one another 
\ 

very well. 11 

Another prisone said that he had seen Am 

nearly every day in his area and added: 

11 Pve never seen an Am rican doing sometning 

ich showed .Jhat he w.anted to ule the Vietnamese. 11 

.-· 
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We are not in Vietnam to "rule'' the Vietnamese. 

We are there to repel aggression, and to prove to the 

aggressors that the price of their aggression comes too 

high. 

/. We are in Vietnam to maintain the rights of self-
.,., 

determination and national independence in face of 

calculated subversion, terrorism, and military force. -
The calls itself the National Liberation 

Front. j~ . ,.. 

~I agree that it ~a front -- a front fo~~ 
I 

for the expansionist drive of Asian communism. 

· numb~r ()l liberal organizat ons. 
~--"-- -~·-··---- - ·- \ 
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~And, in case there is any doubt in anyone's mind, 

let me make it clear that the people who use the front 

tactic are not mild-mannered social reformers. They 
~ 

are harQ., callous men filled with a driv~ for po~er and 

domination over others. 

~ The so-called National Liberation Front in Vietnam 

is being used by Communists ... it is led by Communists ... 1f' 
~-J4 ~,.and its direction comes from the North, . 

~And I challenge tonight the idea that the Viet Gong 

= -
is anything but an instrument of the Asian Communist 

thrust for power 6 

r.Rin IIPB I'll dortf=st nationalists~~~ ,., 

-
he Viet Gong movemen~But their tragedy is great1 

for they are being deluded and used -- just as others 

have been in the past~ 
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said earlier that their are two struggles in 

Vietnam and Southeast Asia: the struggle against 

subversion and aggression; and the struggle for a 

better life for the ordinary people of that part of the l 
world. .J.. W..t ~ ~ ~~~ 

( rhe first struggl~is going better, although there 

will undoubtedly be disappointments and setbacks ahead. 

i.,what about the second struggle -- the struggle 
;a ~ 

which can build that area's long-term health and 

stability? . /,,- ~"" ...... 
~When I lef~ Saig~n, - r r K~ told me 11We have 

begun 12 years late. But it is not too late." 

"'The South Vietnamese government has now undertaken 

-- late in the day, it is true -- programs which will give 
' sr=e --

the people of the countryside a feeling of participation and 

a stake in their government. 
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~ The South Vietnamese government is working hard 

to educate Vietnamese children; to feed, clothe and house 

hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese refugees; to 

overcome a dangerous inflation in the Vietnamese economy; 

to defeat corruption and administrative inertia. ~t is 

working hard toward the day when truly free elections 

may be held;:-~JW:detlz~'""" 
.r" 

~nd we are helping in this second struggle just 

as we are in the first. 

~At the same time we seek, as strongly as ever, to 
·-\-e~-

bring this conflict to negotiation!\ Our aim in that 

negotiation: The establishment of a just and honorable 

peace ... and the chance for the long-suffering, valiant 
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L,_we have ch~en the co~se which faces with sober 

responsibility the whole complex situation there. 

~~~Have we the resolve, the staying power, and the 

~ courage to see itt;;ough? ...;. tal~ I, 
/.....u we do not, we may face tomorrow elsewhere the 

aggression we face today in South Vietnamc 

~) I found, on my journey, that almost all the 

independent nations of Southeast Asia fear 1.+le ~---

drive of Asian communism -- an ideology which seeks to 
· :;;-==-

exploit every possible point of weakness in that part of the 

world. 

}_The approach of Asian ~m~n~m is not merely 

economic, although it capitalizes on the poverty and despair 
__...,..__ ...... """' ....... 

of the Asian peasant. 

I Its tactic is not merely political, although its hardcore 
I\_ _, ~ 

followers are dedicated believers in Marxist doctrine, 
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and although it wraps itself in the robes of nationalism 

to attract those who are not yet ready for the fu II 

gospel. 

&s thrust for power is not simply military, although 

it has never won pow~r except by ruthless use of force 
....... :q::; 

-- and I believe it never wi II.~ 

JJ:..ere in the United States, many th usands of miles 

away, it is easy to debate and theorize about Asian communism. 
4 ......... *"""--. ~ 

But, in Asia, it is not a subject for debate. It is a harsh, 

dangerous reality. The peoples and governments of 

Southeast Asia are facing this reality. And we -- and an 

increasing number of our allie s -- are facing it with them. 

/~ tU /JJ,l.J 
t..__!he people of Asi" want to decide their own futures. 

They want to . be indepe!:l,den~ But no free Asian nation is 

strong enough to stand .9,1on? in face _ of massive military 
- ---:> - - -- -

force, subversion and terrorism directed against i~.~ -
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------- ..., 
IAtl=til;;ctlltt lhe time may come when Asian 

communism may lose its fervor ... when it may lose 

some of its neuroses ... when it may realize that its 

objectives cannot be gained by aggression. 

L sut, until that timj we have no choice 

but to help the nations of Southeast Asia strengthen 

themselves for the long road ahead. 

L.Jhere truly is no alternative. ~ 

A_rhe continent of Asia may seem ,;J_istant and !em?~­

to us here in this comfortable ballroom. But I would 

remind you that, in this nuclear age, no point on the 
_. a 7 c=- a . • 

globe is any longer remote from any other. In this time 
the 

we would well heed the words of/ great Asian thinker Confucius: 

11 1f a man take no thought about what is distant, he 

will find sorrow near at hand. 11 
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~nd so it is that we must rededicate ourselves 

to the pledges made last month in the historic Declaration 

of Honolulu -- pledges, -----
-

to defense against aggression; 

to the work of social revolution; 

to the goal of free self-government; 

to the attack on hunger, ignorance and 

disease; and 

to the unending quest for peace. 

# # # # # 

.. 
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It is good to be back again with my friends of the Congress and 

the American Legion. I am particularly pleased to be in the company 

tonight of my good friend Representative Olin Teague. I can think of 

no one in the Congress who more deserves the award you have bestowed 

on him. 

There is no doubt what is on all our minds tonight. It is the 

war in Vietnam. 

As you know, I returned a few days ago from two weeks in 

Southeast Asia and the Pacific. Tonight I would like to give you some 

of the impressions I bring home from my mission. 

First of all, may I say that the conflict we face in Vietnam is 

not an isolated conflict. It does not exist in a vacuum. 

South Vietnam is the testing ground for two struggles taking 

place in Asia: The struggle of nations to maintain their independence 

while threatened by Communist subversion and aggression • . . and the 

struggle to bring about a social and economic revolution for the 

people of that part of the world. 

In Vietnam, the tide in both those struggles has begun to turn 

in our favor. But make no mistake about it , we must be prepared to 

face a long and costly effort. 
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The military s ituat ion has improved over even a few months ago . 

South Vietnamese, Amer i can , a nd a lli ed forc es are hold ing their own 

with the Viet Cong . They are today taking offensive initiatives in 

Viet Cong sanctuaries wh i ch were previously i mmune to attack. Sections 

of road and railroad, previously unusable, are be ing used aga i n . The 

Viet Cong defection rate has increased in the past few months . De­

fectors report low morale .•. food short ages and , above all , fear of 

bombing among Viet Cong forces . 

Allied firepower and mob ility are ~ncreas ing . 

Tactical a i r support i s excellent . 

Our commun i cat ion and supply s itua tions have i mproved . 

Coordinat ion among all i ed forces has i mproved . 

I think you should know tha t our Ameri can t r oops are c onducting 

themselves in the best t rad itions of this country 7 not only in the f i eld 

but in their work in build ing rural schools and hospitals, i n help ing 

the Vietnamese people to build , plan , a nd have hope for the future. 

Their performance i s good , the ir mora l e i s high , and we have every 

reason to be proud of them. 

Special ment ion should be made of the excellent rescue and medi­

cal care available to our t roops in Vi e tnam . Within three hours most 

wounded rece ive skilled med i cal t reatment . And fewer than 1 per cent 

of all wounded troops hospitalized fail to survive thi s compared to 

a rate of 8. 5 per cent in World War I; 4.5 per cent in World War II; 

and 2.2 per cent i n Korea . 

There are no "Yankee go home" s i gn on the walls in Sa i gon and 

other cities . Indeed 7 the Vi e t Cong themselves seem to have some 

trouble i n gett ing the ir s old i ers to beli eve the ir own anti-American 
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propaganda. Questioning of prisoners and defectors shows that very 

few of the Viet Cong feel the United States seeks conquest or 

domination in Vietnam. 

One prisoner who was questioned said this: 

"I saw an American once, working with several Vietnamese to repair 

a bridge. He wore no shirt. I saw that he and the Vietnamese workers 

understood one another very well." 

Another prisoner said that he had seen Americans nearly every day 

in his area and added: 

"I've never seen an American doing something which showed that he 

wanted to rule the Vietnamese." 

And he was right. 

We are not in Vietnam to "rule" the Vietnamese. We are there to 

repel aggression, and to prove to the aggressors that the price of 

their aggression comes too high. 

We are in Vietnam to maintain the rights of self-determination and 

national independence in face of calculated subversion, terrorism, and 

military force. 

The other side calls itself the National Liberation Front. 

I agree that it is a front -- a front for Hanoi and for the 

expansionist drive of Asian communism. 

I have had direct experience with the front tactic. I faced 

Communists first-hand as Mayor of Minneapolis. I helped clean them 

out of my state political party. And I helped clean them out when they 

tried to infiltrate the American labor movement and a number of liberal 

organizations. 

And, in case there is any doubt in anyone's mind, let me make it 

clear that the people who use the front tactic are not mild-mannered 
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social reformers. They are hard, callous men filled with a drive for 

power and domination over others. 

The so-called National Liberation Front in Vietnam is being used 

by Communists ... it is led by Communists ... and its direction 

comes from the North. 

And I challenge t onight the idea that the Viet Cong is anything 

but an instrument of the Asian Communist thrust for power. 

There are no doubt honest nationalists swept up in the Viet Cong 

movement. But their tragedy is great, for they are being deluded and 

used -- just as others have been in the past. 

I said earl.ier that there are two struggles in Vietnam and 

Southeast Asia: the struggle against subversion and aggression; and 

the struggle for a better life for the ordinary people of that part of 

the world. 

The first struggle is going better, although there will undoubtedly 

be disappointments and setbacks ahead. 

What about the second struggle -- the struggle which can build 

that area's long- term health and stability? 

When I left Saigon, Premier Ky told me '~e have begun 12 years 

late. But it is n o t t oo late. " 

The South Vietnamese government has n o undertaken late in the 

day, it is true -- programs which will give the people of the country­

side a feeling of participation and a stake in their government. 

The South Vietnamese g overnment is working hard to educate 

Vietnamese children; to feed , clothe and house hundreds of thousands 

of Vietnamese refugees; to overcome a dangerous inflation in the 
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Vietnamese economy; to defeat corruption and administrative inertia. 

It is working hard toward the day when truly free elections may be 

held. 

And we are helping in this second struggle just as we are in 

the first. 

At the same time we seek, as strongly as ever, to bring this 

conflict to negotiation. Our aimin that negotiation: The estab­

lishment of a just and honorable peace .•. and the chance for 

the long-suffering, valiant people of South Vietnam to decide their 

own futures. 

We have chosen no easy course. We have not chosen the course 

of withdrawal. Nor have we chosen the course of massive escalation 

and violence. We have chosen the course which faces with sober 

responsibility the whole complex situation there. 

Have we the resolve, the staying power, and the courage to see 

it through? 

If we do not, we may face tomorrow elsewhere the aggression we 

face today in South Vietnam. 

I found, on my journey, that almost all the independent nations 

of Southeast Asia fear the expansionist drive of Asian communism --

an ideology which seeks to exploit every possible point of weakness in 

that part of the world. 

The approach of Asian communism is not merely economic, although 

it capitalizes on the poverty and despair of the Asian peasant. 

Its tactic is not merely political, although its hardcore 

followers are dedicated believers in Marxist doctrine, and although 
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it wraps itself in the robes of nationalism to attract those who are 

not yet ready for the full gospel. 

Its thrust for power is not simply military, although it has 

never won power except by ruthless use of force -- and I believe it 

neve~ will. 

Here in the United States, many thousands of miles away, it is 

easy to debate and theorize about Asian communism. But, in Asia, it 

is not a subject for debate. It is a harsh, dangerous reality. The 

people~ and governments of Southeast Asia are facing this reality. 

And we -- and an increasing number of our allies -- are facing it 

with them. 

rhe people of Asia want to decide their own futures. They w~nt 

to be independent. But no free Asian nation is strong enough to 

stand alone in face of massive military force, subversion and terror­

ism direGted against it. 

I believe that the time may come when Asian communism may lose 

its fervor ••. when it may lose some of its neuroses ... when it 

may realize that its objectives cannot be gained by aggression. 

But , until that time, I believe we have no choice but to help the 

nations of Southeast Asia strengthen themselves for the long road ahead. 

There truly is no alternative. 

The continent of Asia may seem distant and remote to us here in 

this comfortable ballroom. But I would remind you that, in tnis 

nuclear age, no point on the globe is any longer remote from any other. 

In this time we would well heed the words of great Asian thinker 

Confucius: 

"If a man take no thought about what is distant, he will find 

sorrow near at hand." 
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And so it is that we must rededicate ourselves to the pledges 

made last month in the historic Declaration of Honolulu -- pledges, 

to defense against aggression; 

to the work of social revolution; 

to the goal of free self-government; 

to the attack on hunger, ignorance and disease; and 

to the unending quest for peace. 

# # # # # 
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TJla.Dkf;,ygu very 

Ul'lrrlftf'!:'l!"'A of tb Consrea8 

41Jlrt.UigWI.SWad hmor 

tion. 'lhe:r tell t1e that NOU 

:t it takes t be c:cmm!Jil&!r 

LeS1 • It ' t burt bit to e 

to 

ive Conterenc , but will also the 
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CCII~~na~~~-ta.--11-j t ~ yau for bmw­

ins. me tonisht by pasting on the JJI.~l ot w COlt.t thi 

tl.a.g pin. I know that you pr eented one to President 

JolWscm and to m.iU'- of other 1ca.ne. Tbi pln 

.,~tlon Show your Colora" and t~ littl cud that 

cane wit.b tt Which I ahall cany wlth and keep a.a 

very preoiOWJ poaseuton- it rem:.t.nd~ of oOillld.tment 

d pu:rpo • "Operation Show Your Colora" ~e& .. .A~De:l'-icana 

I 

country•a flq to, Show tba.t I IJUP.POri, their ef'f'Ol"Q. " 

I bop every American wUl aee tit to we th1 

embl . • demonsi;r&ttng th9 uni~ ot purpose and the CCJIIll1t-

ment ot this nat!on. I tar one :t to ~· deep tbanka 

a.n4 ppreci :t.ion to th1a ~ t patriotic organization, the 

r1 Leg1on, tor it lntti,.tive ln this important 

matter. MV fell Americana, a littl old taabioned pa,tri• 

oti never hu:rt ai\Y~l 1n ta.c1;1 it' a nt1gh•good. And 

sQ!letima n you travel about it means a ~t deal to 

you to knOW' that there ia th1a ~ Uns amo.ng our fellow Amertcane. 

1 WOUld like "o haVe the people of tb$ ld know tb&t AMri.Qana 

wear this ls.ttle symbol• ''Operation ShoW four Colorl, " Mhex" 

th4n 3u:at to •~ eXbibttiO!tf t:r£ auaent and l¢01i at 

whioh l think ba.Ve, bad ra:r mQ:l"e than th_ just •bare ~publicity. 

I would. not want to b mifnUlderat - I bQUeve in th 

precious rigbt of diuM.t, but I also believe in fAY' ~ 

to 41 aent With the d1 aentera; and I do so on thi iuue. 



, rec ivea 

thil high honor and citation with such tull recognition on the 

ot the riean Legion that he il a great citizen, a great patriot 

and a great leg11lator. Repreaentat1ve Teague hu appro riately 

and righttully aa14 that throughout thil audience there are 

ot the Conare•• that b&ve vorke4 aide by 1ide with hiJil in the Houae 

and the Senate \iho deaerve u he doe• tonight the couaendatio and. 

the 1-peet which thi1 gr t orpniution, the All ric&n L gion , 1 

paid. to th by thi1 dinner. 

ow, I know vbat 1 1 on your 11lin4, and I'm going to get 

right at it. What i1 on your lllin4 tonight il the war in Vi tnam. Ae • ' 

I atoocl to honor theae men troa th battlefield who wear the uniform 

of thia country a erving in Vietnam, I could aee your vi tal tnt re1t, 

your concel"n, your dec:lication to thia struggle. 

It'a be n aaid by your tional Commander that I returned 

juat a few daye o tram a rather exten11ve tour in Southe&~t Asia 

and the Pacific. I did eo and I haven't bad a chance to aettle 

down eince I returned. Thi• afternoon, I epent three hour• before 

the Senate COJIIIlittee on Fa:Ntign Relationea following tb&t, at leut 

three aore hour a vi tb different en of Government, relating to 

the very probleu and concerna that we apeak ot toni ht. But I am 

happy to do it b cauae I feel juat ae other era of the Government 

have felt when they returned trom a viatt to Vietnam.-- that whatever 

ytta can do, it il not nough. There 11 10 JaUch to be done that every-

one needa to give hi1 whole mea1ure of dedication and devotion to it. 

I am of the opinion that thoae who doubt our cauae or even have concern 



only :ve t journ y to any -put of utb Viet vbue thu atruggle 
11 b tns hia doubt would be euect. So, let give you 
a rep~rt on l&me of the 1Japr aaiona that I briftg trOll thia mta-
a ion. 

I went thee not to apeak tor the quae ot war, but rather 
to 1 k of the hope ot peace. I d14 not go aa the · aauy of this 
country to dit.cuaa military tactic or strategy, beeauae, of tb&t, ! 
know Uttl • I vent tut..a. to talk about bov w C&l'1 bel . rebuild 
a nation that baa auttered and Sutfft'ed And auttere« for e.ra and 
yqra. 

Firat ot all, I would obaerve for you that the at:rug.gl.e 
we tace in Viet 11 not an taolate4 conft.ict, unr lated to the reat 
ot ute.; it ctoea not ex1 t in & vacuum. It 11 a atrugle that is 
a part ot a l.&rgel" struggle tald.Da l)lae tbroUghout Soutbeaat Aaia 
ad tM aubeoattnent. Slllab VietDUl ia the testing ground fer two 

it th •tl"Uggle ot nattona to •intain th ir inde-
bd nee tdlile threatened by Caauniat subveraion and & eaaion 

an4 aecolld, the atl"'U8Sle tc. bring about a aoo1al art economic revo-
lutton tor the people of that part ot th world. I happy to 

say that, in VietllUl, the tide in both of these trugglea baa begun 
to tlD'n in our favor . l sa.y thl a, becaua I beUev the Aller'S. can pe le 
n ed to kaow that thea atrugglea ean b von and that we do not 
strengthen ourself nor to:rt11Y our r solve by listening t prophets 
ot 4o .a gloom Who aug at to you that "ther ia no ....ay out," 
tha'' th re 1a uo end to the difficulty." ke no miat&ke about it, 

neecl to 'be pret)Ued tor a long and eoatly effort, but thia ia 
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M the fil'at time thia Nation bu h.ced 41trieul.t days. In tact, 

when I journeyed 1n acme e.reaa of Soutbeaat A.,_a am! the Pacific:; 

I r-*lbttred. haw our all1u in Auatralia faced difficult a.ya in 

1941 an 19'42, but no one auggeated tbat they were "Clef .. t$4." 

The Bl'itiah facet\ 4itt1cult d4ya attel" Dunkirk, but defeat ,.. not 

in their vocabulary. The United stat•• ced 41ffleult 4aya at'ter 

P~l Harbor, but the thought never came &eros• the mini o~ n 

~t tbit natton would be defeated. And it ta bee&u e of tbil vtll 

and. a.lao bec&UJe of tho knowU.EfCge of our re1ourc . 1 and atrength 

that ve u.n tAy, without being be>Utf'ul, but be<:aute v know that 

this at't'Uggle tor national 1n4ependence, thia atruggle age.inat 

COIIIIN!liat •ggreaai.on, thil atruggle for a 'bett r ltf'e -- can b 

cbievecl. 

Now,. the military aituation we.a discuaaed with me, aa 

I ea ture it vas with member• ot tb Congreaa when they viCited 

tber • I waa Vi th Gener&l Weatmorel.$14 an<l bta at•rr. Let m · 

aay right new th&t Americ~ no finer aoldi , no finer c~ 

IDB.nder, a aol41er that repreaenta the fineat quality of 

cittzenahtp than Oene~&l Weatmorel&nd Who 14 tn command in Vi~t~. 

The military aitu&tion, General Westmoreland told m&, ta better, 

yea., app~eciably better than & 1'W m.ontha &ao. wiluth Vietnameae, 

Amt:r1 , Auatralian, Nn z lane! and Korean troopa are more than 

holding tbe1r own apinat the Vi t Cong, tn te.ct, th y h&v taken 

o:ttenaive 1n1t1&t1vea in the Viet Cons eanctuart·e• which w re pre. 

vtoualy immune to ttaek. Tbia doe• not auggeat t~t the roa« ia 
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Alli ore a b 1ng mobiliz , &n the ia brlSht on • 

Seettona ol' road and. railr , previoualy unusable, are being UJed 

Tb Viet Cong d f'eetioo r te baa incr ed in the paat 

ew ~ntha. Detectors ort lov JllOftl , 'food. ahortasea · 4 abov · 

tJ.l, th rear or bCll1bing am.:)ug Vi t Co fore • Aa tb e n lmov, 

- ibiltty ta 1noreu1ng, taetteal atr aupport itt ellent, our com--

munt t1on supply attuat1 to y, much 

that 

New tacilitie e llOV 'M!ng conatrw::t in on eive 

ot th ever known. 

Aml l us t unde tilat th bl to 
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tant 

than 1X 

•• bett than 1501000 n in: 1 
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IUch mill 
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not long o to of our fell 

1o tbat bac1 r on to b • cou:r&ged1 tha~ I b , vh&t I call 

atrained optilld t vaa" huUient, 

t, otnbdtltie. ' Well, lly I u.y tbat fit t • bit apti• 

at!e, it• - t e · vlll 

a11M..YB But no on can be"exube intul 

one, but because 

it 1 not a teatiat. 
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to k it atiU better vill be rican ople 

tne1r Gover nt . OUr con uetirig th elv 

in the be t trad1tiona ot tb tion, not only on the tttet1e1 , 

but in their work in villag • and b&ml ta, 1n buil cl1 an 

aehoola an ho8Pitala elping th Vi tnam ae 

t a ture. 

thing l1k !t.-- ol41 r th elve 

n any­

c1 nt 

ot CN rty an d a ir, hung r an ce 

ot thea riaana 1• gOod; it aerv tb unqual1t1 c end&ti n 

and praiae of ry citi&e of this land. Mo le e high, n I 

think that ev won ot every right to be pro of th nd 

to ah our uppo:rt of their t'forta . S c1&l ntion 

should be of th cellent r cue and ical car a ilabl 

to our troopa • I viait h itala, I :w th 

ound J it' e ri nc that touch • your h • Y t , it ia 

r au.rt.ng to kncnt that , within thr hour a , t of the ound! 

ical tr o ra ions are xtl" l y 

ood. Fewer th$11 1 c nt of all PI , h api tal.tz , 

J.a.t...L•~ to aurviv ic&l liiracl e . Thta c to h rat 

of 8 per cent in Worl ~ I J 4. 5 cent i lorld ar U; 

2.2 r cent in Kor • W can b very teful. to the c&l 

rot aaion, to tb h ing art nt or our military -· 

,omtu...r. op ration of hoapi and for our 



Th re 

or on th wall of other cities -- none t all . In4 a th Viet Cong 

to troubl in g ttil'.g their own soldier to believe 

tb 1r own ti- rican ~o 

4e:f cto111 lh()1q ths.t very ffN of the Vi t Cong feel th&t the United 

Sta.tea a ka c nque t or 4om1natton in Vietnam. If you t a 

tnt resttn reading anet tak 

nt of riaonera and def~ctora, 

look .,t tt'fU!Icrtpti of th •tate.­

liaten to •~ of the br out1 

ecrcia wbtl.t they c 11 "Communi·st ideology 61ao1pline", ta\th 

of' o iln of Viet N- or to the ccl.U'4ge 

of Alli d fora~s on the f'1 1 

h rd Pr id.ent John on l'p Yor City wh n he 

c iv th Pi- • I think it th 
' 

~Teci statement of American , objeet1v 1 · nd policy• d livcu•ed 

by any President. I hope that it Will be studied care1'ully' , beeau.se 

there are those who toul-d seek to contuse tb reeordt contuse, if' 

you pl.eaae the people . When the Chief of State • the Cemmander in 

Chief of the Armed orce of the United States speaks in such clear 

and unm1 takt\ble J.anguagaen-. the President of the United States 

ha.a spoken,. then, I think the American people ought to be reassured 

in the knowle4ge that we know our objectives, ve know what we sellk 

to do and what we do not seek to do. We are not in Vietnam to rule 

the Vietnamese. We are there to repel aggr ssiont and to prove to 

tbe aggressor.a that the price of their ggJ:elsion comes too high. 

We are in Vietnam to maintain the right of elf,.dftemine.tion and 

nat,iona~ independence in the face of ea.leul ted, premeditated 



subvernon, t~i and mlli~ fox-ee . I submit that 

tb - ob3ectiv ~e, d1rec1; and hOnorable, ~ 

they ought be ~ed by a brave and. tre people. 

N th enem;y c~ itaelt a "Na.ttonal. 

IJ.'beratf.on FrOnt." It W4u1cl be better titled the 

National Opploeaaion Fl'ont. tt l1bet'e.W on J it 1 

eonc~1on tram 1Iano1t lt ~ l}Ol.iticel. front tor tbe 

m1Utary Of tb~. Viet Co.Q8. It 18 indeed, bO'We'la:-, 

m1Ut.a:ey ~t for th~ ~oni ·t clrive ASian 

Cemmnnl ·- ~ It is not, an indigenous JUWement in South 

Vietnam. 'l'h1s 1a no civU •; ~·· is · a ~~ 1n. 

Vbicb the direction and the control ot 

L1bnr tion Front tlnd the Viet C c t'ratil Hanot,-

backed by .ld.ng- CCilli!Unist China • . 

. ihe American pectple n to know 1ha'tt too. 

In ~e tht is fWY doubt in anyone mind, let me 

·make it_ clear ~ the ·1 who uae the tzoont: tdtlc 

are Mt~. mUO..lDe.lmereci aoo.ial n:tormera. They are hard1 

call , disciplined men,. f'Ul.ed Vith a drive tQr ·pmtr 

I 
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nd domination over other • I can't help but think when I 

hear my fellow Americana state that if there was a free 

eleetion in Vietnam, moat likely " o Chin M1nb would vin." 

But i~n't it intereetiDg that, whenever there ia a IIIOYtiDIID't 

ot retugeea, vheAenr there ia a JIIGV'8D8Ilt of people in the 

'battle, they DeYer go Borth; tbe7 caae into South Vietnam; 

the7 vote for treec1ca with their teet, a1Dce thq have DO 

cbaDce to vote w1 th a ballot- ao, the ao-calle4 atioaal 

Liberation rront u V1etum 1a uaecl by CC'JIIIID\D1at leader• 

ancl ita c11rectioo ccmea f'l'all the CCftlllm11t ortb; it ia 

C011111m1at. And I Cballsge tODight the idea that the Viet 

Cong 11 ~b1Dg bUt an iutrument of Aa:lu Conmmi am' 1 thruat 

tor power. You Dill¥ VODder vby an otticer of th11 Go't8J'JIII8Dt 

QeD4a tbat JllUCb time on thia matter. It 1a beca.uae th1a 1a 

one of the areu ot contuaion in this lud. 

ow, ot course aame bODeat :tioD&liat lin the pa.at 

mq bave lMteD nept up 1D the Viet Ccmg JD&m11181:lt. But their 

trasecly ia great, tor they wer" 4elu4ecl ana ued, ~uat aa 

otbera have been deluded aDA used 1D the ~. ow ! ~aid 

earlier that there are two atrugl.es in Vletum aDd 8outbeaat 

A 1a - the atrugle api oat aubnralon and agree a ion aDc1 the 

atrugsl.e tor a better lite tor tbe ol'dloa.ry' people. ADd I 1&14 

ancl I repeat we can and we mwrt v1D both. Tb tlrlt atruagle -­

tbe mUitary .- il going better. 

Ad(Q)~ 
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What about the aecocd. atrua&le; th atrugsl.e wbicb 

can bu1l4 into the areas, loDg term eeonadc health &D4 stabWtyt 

Wharl I left aigon, Prald.er 1<'¥ tolcl me, "We bave begun l2 years 

late, Mr. Vice President, but S.t ia nOt too late. This Corer t, 

with all of ita clitticultiea knov8 that 3ob mwst be done for ita 

Bdlltlla Vietnamese Gov'eJ'DIIellt bas aov Ullcler'taken late 

1D the a,q, it 1a true, pz'Ogi'8IU which w1U stve tb people of tb 

countr;yetd.e, the peaaant171 the feellns ot participation 8llcl a 

stake in their SOV'ermllellt. The South ietnameae Gcwen&eDt 11 

world.Dg barcl to educate Vietnamese ddl dren -- tor the ftzat t1JD.e 

textbooka tor all chil.aren up to the sixth sraae, to feed. and 

clothe tUl4 bouae hunclre4l of thouaancla of Vietnamese retugeea, to 

ovvccme derlaeroua intlAtion, to clef ;t; corruption anc1 a&d n' atra,­

tive inertia. 

I subldt that it 1a vorld.Ds h&:rd tOWU'cl the dq 'When 

truly tree elections ~ be Jael.cl. Anc1 are help1Dg 1n thia 

are 1n the til"at. At the same time 

.· 

we seek, u etrongl.y as ever, to brtng tbia CODtllct to a. peacef\ll. 

solution. We search rel.eutlesaly tor an honorable peace. We are 

strong enoush to come to any conference table, brave eDOUgb to meet 

any: ~eraa:q ~ere. Peace is our ob3ective, 8Dcl peace is noble 

'*uawtion ot a tre people ancl the leaclers ot tree nattona. The 

eatablllbraent ot • ~uat anc1 honorable peace is our ulttmate goal, and 

it is the chance tor the lona eutteriDa people of South Vietnam to 

clec1cle their CMl future. 
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Row, w haven' t chosen the easy_,.; we have not 

choaeza the course ot withdrawal. a few have dlocatecl. or 

have we choaea the CO\U"ae of IIIUaive escalation that canies 

with it the po1aibU!ty of hon1ble nuclear contrOiltation. 

We have cho1en, 1nstead a CCNrse vhich faces with sober 

re~1bUlty the wbol.e ccmplex situation there. Asians 

aDd others have aaked me, an4 I 

in the eoue;rese: "Do we bave the resolve,do we have th atB¥1Da 

power, bav we the wUl, the cleterm:t.nation, the couraae,to aee 

I 8Dl coDfident that, when Hanoi knowa that tberoe iSD' t 

one ahadov of doubt aa to th willinsuaa al'ld the capacity aDCl 

the abU1ty ot th1 nation to 8 thia stJ'UCile tboousht tha.t 

tbat wUl be the one thing that wUl show the men of tb North, 

Ho Chin Minh 8DCl all. the othere .in Hanoi tbat the best thins tor 

tb to do i8 to c01101D tb oonterence table aDd atop the tighting. 

It we laclt this resolve, 1t we do not have the couraae 

to aee it tbroush,(vhicb 1RNl4 aeem impoaaible to me) we bad 

better face up to the tact that wUl have 'to taee tc:aozTow 

acaevhere else th agreaa1on that we tace toda¥ 1Q South V1etna. 

Aagreaaton uncllacked is aggresaioo UDleaabecl. U we bavwn' t learn 

that lesson in the pUt 25 year a, than we have lea:rne4 noth1Dg in 

this centur;y. 
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Yea 1 I tOUD<\ 1a JAY journey that almoat all. of the 

1ndependent nationa ot Soutbeut Aa1a a:re deeply' concerned 

over the drive ot Aaiau Ccmmmilllll and teartul ot it • ,.idealogy 

wtl1cb aew to exploit erter:/ poaaible poi.At ~ weakneJa 1n that 

pa:tt of the world. The approaCh of A81BD Ccnmun~ em 1J not m.ox"Gl:1 

ecoocmic, althoUgh it ca.pita.l.Uea on the JOYertY' aD4 de~ 

of the AeiaD ,_.a:ot. lta tactic 11 not merel3· pollt1cal, 

although 1t8 be.rd core foll.ovel't are dedicated bellwera-1n 

Ma:rxtat 4ootl'll1e, and a.ltboush it~ 1taeU 10 the robea ot 

Batio.U to attract thoae whO ve not yet ready tor the "tul.l 

goapel." Ita thrut tor power ia not 11apl¥ m111tal7; although 

1t baa never won JJOWe2' acept 'by the J'Uthleu uae of force, and 

I believe that it Defer WUJ.. lte obJective ia CCIIU(tleat, ita 

purpo1e - <lom:Jnatton, ita chance tor aucceaa -- weaknea• on the 

part ot tree raationl,:lta ch&ncea for deCeat -- fift~D.eaa on tbe 

part of tree oat1oo.e. Here, in the Unlted Jtatee, maa.v thouaanb 

ot zdlea -.~, 1t 1a mighty eaq to~ ua to debate ar14 theorise about 

Asie.D COD:IJtmtam. But, in Aa1 , it is Dot a IUDjlet tor tb~ or 

aca.ctemir: dilcuaaiOil or debate. CODIII.un1at n.liV'vaton ad COI!IDUn1 at 

888"••1on to. Asia are the bard reaJ.ity of their 11fe. ID CQI'IIIQmi 

th~e ta a JJ$tter ot death; cleetruction, pUlage. They see it a 

little clt.tt~ly than lellle· othen. It S.. a harab, (la:Qgeoua· ~ty-, 

GD4 tbe ~aan4 ~ta of loutbeaat Asia are taetns that 

reality, and we and our lncreu!Qs llUIDMr ot al.Uea a.:t _ tact.rtg 



I • ) ~ 

1h1thtua. ~(Qjj~)y Dth•da¥wbenl 

wa.e to ManSle that JTeaideDt rema.nao MaJteos - th new ~c 

leader of that Repul)Uc - bad. uked bia CCQ8reea to ~ a 

law 'Which probibited the Ph1l.tpp,_. from ••ding ~ 0\ltlide 

ot their Dlttional ~. 1 p-ecU.ct that, under the able 

l.ea4e!'Jb1p o'f PHAdent Ma:rcol, OQr lbilflpine b:-othera, 

fh1lltplne t:rt-ende Will haVe an engitleer battalion and auppol"tillg 

troops •Son Vietnam, back'"'8 the allied torees 1n that ecuntey 

in ahott order. 

In concluston, let me -.v aim.Pl.f this ·- juet aa ~ 

want. to decide our own fUture, 10 tb-e people of A81a want to 

1nd.epen4enta they want to b lett al.on • aut no tr Asian na.t1on 

18 etrons aN;Sb t~ to •tan<t &lone 1.n the face of muaive 

Ddllta:ry force, aubv'~ion and terror1am dit'~ed a.ga1nat it. 

ow the time ma.Y c ~ wen Aetan CCIIIJlUI'lU a'/J'JI!q' ~ou ita :tlln'ot 

&net its militancy', when tt ~ loae some of 1ts neuroa4s, when 1t 

ma$' r tz that ita objecti a cannot be $41ned 'tjy twce t.nd 

~ssion, and.vhen it_,. learn that the rest of' the wor14 w.Ul 

not tole:ate the law of the .1tns1 • But until tb&t time, ~ 

b&Ye no choice but to llelp the Dationlt ot Southeut Asia; ~t 

w helped nationa 1n EIU"OPQ tQ etrengtben thernsel.vea fe# the long 

road ahead. Tiler tNly ia no easy WB¥• fhere trW.¥ la no other 

al.:tentati¥ • 
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COf>V 
b cont ent of Asia Jllq seem distant e.lld remat 

K.I.UIIt:~ 6s In¥ loDger remot 

ocCidental world m1 :t h 

e no thought e.bc:N.t t. 

tree :tion to 

De<:J.ar :t1on ;t Allerica s1ve it 

M~~ra,;tion 1n tbia S'tJ'\JmtJ.e 

di OJ 

And it. to thi 

oi.VIo.UoQW t :t ~Pre identt 
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