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Thank you for your tribute. I shall try to deserve 

your good opinion. For yours is a cause which requires 

no persuasion on my part. Your colleagues have Lnfiltrated -
the inner councils of government in Washington. Each 

time I attend a Cabinet meeting, I see a vast number of 

fellow ex-professors -- Dean Rusk, Robert McNamara, 

Willard Wirtz, Nicholas Katzenbach, John Gardner and 

Bob Weaver. c_;J;..~tt•t•'t!~·~i!:~ 
.(These men constitute a voting majority and their 

zeal for higher education has not diminished because they 

have left the academic groves •• 
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; The l?ve of -~igher learning has deep roots in our 

country, Thomas Jefferson, in preparing the brief epitaph 

for his tombstone, chose as one of three accomplishments 

that he was "Father of.J~: _ Unjverillt. of '{_~~"~!nia. : 

j___since the founding of our nation, two ideas were set 

in motion more forcibly than in any other land1 i.J!;e ~t 
was that higher learning must set up no barriers of class 

or creedb The university was to nourish a society to which -
all could aspire. 

j The second idea was that the university would not be 

a lonely citadel isolated from the rest of the community. Its 

mission would be to search for truth, unswayed by temporary 
= 

passions, and to serve all mankind, not merely the rarified - , . 
ranks of scholars. 
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~In other lands, the university has been obliged to 

build . strong walls to guard against the nation's politics"1 

}__ In this countr'l the university has no need of walls -­

except perhaps to prevent the nocturnal prowling of its 

student] or the temporary flight of its professors to 

the public serviceli 

~No angry mob stands outside y~ur gates. No serious 
-

politician wins fame or fortune -- today -- by seeking to -

statesman has been proven many tinres oyer 

---· ...---" 
century, our gover 

ed measures encou ·ng the university 

grarian America.J it I 

a ndance that made our nati grocer for the world 
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~In more recent year) our race to split the atom and 

to reach the moon has gained its driving force from the 
"B~ 

mind power of our universitie.s. 
cr....-

/"d ~/'A 'e bless the university as we measure other, less ~~ 
spectacular, milestones of man•s progress: 

-- the better knowledge of our economy and our 
---====-- .. _,_ - =-.,_~ 

environment; 
- r7?5i -

-- the deeper understanding of the world beyond our 

shorelines; 
-=~ 
~-

--==•J-=t;~=..:--~- ---------~~··~-~~'"e<I»WS ~ _:L'I ~ 

-- and, by no means least, the jealous stewardship of 

that tragi le crust of culture and civility which separates 

mankind from the savage state. at: 
~me after time, I have cause to ponder the truth 

l 

which comes to everyone in public life: that it is not difficult 

to do what is right if only there is wisdom to know what is 
~- -~· ~ - """- ·--- ~ 

right. --------
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Upon that truth rests today•s massive federal commitment 

to higher educill_Lon -- incorporated in the passage of ten ... ~ ·: ; - ... ==::~~____.,,;e;..t ... .. , 7:% - Ji, 

( ~asures of landmark legislation in little more than twenty 

years. It includes: 

- .,/,the G. I. Bills of 1944 and_l95J and~ which provide 

the returning veteran full opportunity to a full education; 

J, the programs of student loans, scholarships and ? 
work-study assistance which have opened the college door 

to every young American with the ability and the ambition 

to enter; 

};- the grants and loans to permit our institutions to 

expand their classrooms and dormitories and libraries; 

~ -- the funds for teaching and research, ~s and !) 
laboratory equipment to enrich the quality as well as the - -~ - ~-
quantity of our universities. 

-n . t.H_ -1;-'IJ~, YltiiS~~ J 

~~~~MJ-~~~ 
~- ~-
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For my own epitaph, I would like it recorded that I 

labored for the passage of every one of these measures --

I am proud to say that four of the ten have become laws 

of the land since President Johnson entered the White House. 
i .. ;; -J I! 

~ "foRjyb* ?II 0JiUtfi8iFIS 5~81'8 t~o grt~it 68 .. e6fl~ fe>lt 

iA 'A'iSRiPI~hn C. liE l:tiiU!el 3ldle5 I eldtfOliS jiltli A_sia1 -+­

l have recently returned from an extended trip to that area 

and would like to discuss with you ti:liily some of my 

e~· 
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a~p,·rs+ 

I -~~~ J 
, ~Asia is astir with a consciousness of 

the need for Asian initiatives in the solution of Asia's 

problems. Regional development and planning are 
.... .._.___ ____ _ 

increasingly being recognized as necessary for political 

and economic progress. The power of nationalism is 

now tempered by a growing realization of the need for 

cooperation among nations. Asians seek to preserve their 

national identity. They want gradually to create new 

international structures. But they want to pursue such 

aims themselves. They want foreign assistance when 

necessary. but without foreign domination. 
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Durin my recent mission s struck by the depth 

of fe, ling, amon almost all Asia leaders, that Asian 

com j unism had dir t desig on their national integri 

and i dependence. 

j Almost all cite e mples of subversion, and i many 

cases direct militar involvm nt by Communist troops, · 

withi 

And one --- without an exception -- q uesti ned our 

in Vietnam. There were guestions about aspects 

!icy there, but none concerni n the fact of 
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~ 

}-;_ , the American people, as we II as their 

leaders, need to know more about Asia in general and 

Communist China in particular: the relationships of 

that nation with her neighbors in Asia and the Pacific; 

the nature of Chinese Communist ideology and behavior; 

and the operational apparatus of Communist parties under 

Peking leadership or influence. The intellectual and 

political resources not only of the United States, but of 

the entire free world, should be mobilized for this effort. 



__ ,o....--

I fi Gill Confuciu\ "If a man 

} u is the focus of a broader conflict which involves 

~ 
the whole Asian continent.1 It also involves basic principles 

of international conduct. 
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t 00 i~ t:r:et 0 I II to tl I is Ill tet. 

Why are we in South Vietnam? 

<We are in South Vietnam to repel and prevent the 

success of aggression against the government and the 

people of that country. 

~We are there to help assure the South Vietnamese 

people the basic right to decide their own futures, freely 

and without intimidation. 

) We are there to help tha;e people achieve a better 

standard of living for themselves and their children. 

j_ We are there to help establish the principle that 

-- in this nucear age -- aggression cannot be an acceptable 

means either of settling international disputes or of 

realizing national objectives/If~ aggression is permitted 

to go unchecked, we cannot in good faith hold out much 

hope for the future of small nations or of world peace. 
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~ This is why we are in Vietnam. 

j We are not there to build an empire ••• to exercise ~ z:. 
domination over that part of the world ••• to estab I ish 

in figurehead 

Viet Gong posts. But most of the , iet Gong so iers -- at 
• 1 ........ ....._ 



the National Liberation_J;r-ant~--- --
... ~- .... 

1eve, you do not hp ' e 

ajority, support t> . 

kings are better in Vietnam, militarily, than a few 

months ago. Though we must be prepared for military 

setbacks and disappointments ahead, I believe we have 

reason for measured encouragement. -
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L.. There is no substitute for the use of power in the 

face of determined attack. There are times when it must 

be used. 

7 But the use of power, necessary as it is, can be 

counter-productive without accompanying political effort 

and the credible promise to people of a better life. 

l., The peasants of Vietnam -- and, indeed, of all 

Asia -- are rebelling against the kind of life they have 

led for ages past. They want security. But they also 

wa_nt dignity_ and self-respec~ justice and the hope of 

something better in the future. 

Z,rhe Communists -- in their drive for power -- seek 

to use and subvert the hopes of these people. If they 

succeed, we could win many battles and yet lose the war. 
u~~)~ 

The struggle wi II be won or lost in rural areas. 
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We have said this so often it has become a cliche. 

But it must now be proved by p- ograms of action. 

The Chinese have a saying "Lots of noise on the 

stairs, but nobody enters the room. 11 

~~made tot he peasants over many years -- but painfully little 

performance. 

~The hour is late. 
"Ud tur.A.Gt: 

The need for deect~---• 

W9' ;§ ''FQMt. 

That is why the Vietnamese government, with our 

support, is pr~ ng the ''other w~r11 with vigor -- the - -
war against poverty, hunger, disease and ignorance. This 

is the theme of the "Declaration of Honolulu'~--.--

believe that the Honolulu Declaration could be a milestone 

in the history of our policy in Asia. 
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.-_are beginning in earnest the struggle to win 

and h~ the allegiance t!f Urn ~~~~11 •1.1 Ml.;:rural 

South Vietna~ in more than 2600 villages and approximately 

11,000 hamlets -- villages and hamlets subject to years of 

Viet Cong subversion and terror. 

/...This is ~d and dangerous work~ In 1965 alone, 
WJI~f.hl..,.~'" ~ 

354 of the people engaged in 1fi"D:" assassinated, and 

~t~~- ~l,o•o 
something like 500 wounded. c;.u~ ~~~w;~ 

L.. ~~the practical 

difficulties of carrying out the social revolur on to which 

the Republic of Vietnam is now committed. 

~~Vietnam has exper:Oced a quarter of a century of 

almost constant warfare, generations of colonial domination, 

and a millenium of Mandarin rule. 

~History has endowed it with no full and ready-made 

administrative apparatus to undertake such a monumental task. 
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It will have to be carefully built. But there are a number 

of well-trained and educated high and middle-level officials 

to form the nucleus for this effort. 

L.,rhe important thing is to begin.a iRII tltll 4118 ~m;ut 
s;ousremest boo Sine. Responsibility has been fixed, a 

spirited attack upon inertia and corruption has begun. There -
is determination that the whole chain of social and political 

action will be conceived and administered with hard-headedness -
and efficiency -- beginning in the ministries in Saigon and -
going right down to the village and hamlet level0 ~igh 
standards of performance have been set and are expected. 

~And we are working with the South Vietnamese government 

at each level to help see that the troduct matches the 
---1 = 

expectation. 
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South Vietnamese cadre in hamlets and villages will 

be doubled to more than 45, 000 by the end of this year;o 

<Jilll~ay, they are still outnumbered by Viet Cong activists. 

But the gap is steadily closing. --
;tod42 tlig: sm "II \aUliiaiu&\& gouetnment:_;-::late i 11 +tte 

~~ it ia tree ig tryiA~ te iiiOQt 1R8 ~F-8%ifl~ fleed~of 

, lA,!..!J*IPWy. < Prime Minister Ky was candid with me when 

he said "Our social revolution is 12 years late -- but not 

too late. •• 

Some 800, 000 people have fled to government-conrolled 

areas in South Vietnam during the past year-and-a-half. 

J. Almost 300, 000 have already been resettled. The South 

Vietnamese government, with allied help, is working to 

house, feed and clothe these refugees. 

~ n the countryside, schools and hospitals are being 

built. -r.y.-t ~ - b-1wt ~ 
v.St>~c-~~ 
v 
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J.. In la,ig2n, a new constitution is being framed and the 

government is working toward a goal of national elections by 

the end of next year. 

L In short, a forced-draft effort is being made to create 

the long-term eco omic 

1n 

land is rich 

learn new ski Is -- and th y are learning. 

port facilities and ransportation a e 
.· ~) 

________ . __ ...... --.--
------------- I 

I 
' 
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My observations of Vjetnam are not the product of a 

~---

weekend visit to Saigon. 

):: student, professor, Senator and Vice Presiden~ 
have been intellectually and directly involved in matters of 

national security and foreign policy. I have read too many 

books, attended too many hearings and meetings, and 

participated in too many discussions at the highest levels 

of government to arrive at any illi tant solutions to complex 

problems or to be naively optimistic about a troubled world. 
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J, Having said this, I have reason to bring home 

a message of encourage men 

Thus far hey have not respond d to our unco ditiona 

offer f negotiatio -- an offer which st II stands -- n r have 

they esponded to he good offices of oth r nations, of he 

Unite Nations, of he Pope and other re igious leader who 

seek o bring the c nflict to the conferen e table., 

time is on their side W that w will 
<. 

el tire and w thdraw, either abando i ng South Vietnam 
----+-- I 

nt which will give th 



~ loatAn'ere=tJe-·<fr1Yi · cr(mr·rn*'ftm-ot~"' 'tet iiteiiifme:ir~ .. _,.. .. 

W will remain in Vietna 

c n be held-~~~ ,Jitj~"""'''ll: IFl~~A" 

No communis 

difficult course we have set for ourselves -- the course 

neither of withdrawal nor of massive escalation, but of 

measured use of strength and perseverance in defense both 

of ally and principle 

As the President has said: 11
••• the pledge of Honolulu 

wi II be kept, and the pledge of Baltimore stands open -- to help 

the men of Hanoi when they have the wisdom to be ready." 
.... ---



I 
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\ 

\ 

But, un · hat time, I beli~ no choice 

ations of Sru theaSt A ·a strengthen 
//"'" 

~.1~~~-u.~ead 

perseveri in the sea ch for a just ll 
_, t ... ... 

~ Pr~ent Johnson has rna clear that his- _/ _..,.. .. 
// 

Peace remains our objective. 

The highest achievement of statesmanship and the 

ultimate goal of civilized people is the attainment of peace. 



It is to this end that education and religion are directed. 

L, Regrettably the history of mankind is one filled with 

violence, war and disaster. Yet man continues to reach 

for the stars -- the stars of justice, of freedom and of 

peace. 

t"' Peace is the absence of war. 

· · • But peace is more than just that. I • 

a ~iiii·;e aA8 'QR abwetive feFee f&F ~eed a11d pr og1-ess. 

Peace is the development of a productive economy. Peace 

is the developmm t and enrichment of human resources. 

~ Peace is an organized society with government and law and 

order. &es, peace is work and jobs and income. Peace is 

education and training. Peace is health. Peace is the love 

of life and the pursuit of happiness. Peace is compassion for ----- -
the elderly and the sick, the love and care of children. 
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It is to all of these goals of peace that we must 

direct our energies and resources if the terrible sacrifices 

of war are to have any meaning at all.fh1i( SYYIIi ¥is&Bii~~t 

~hen those who prm'Qit8 'dtar; gr ire g~i~of aggression are 

bro11gbt ti r8ali1e Uitat tJ;tet e is fte p1 ofit i 1; war afte 110 gaTh 

iR Weleiiefl. ~eace will come when those who love peace can 

prevent the success of aggressi n and make the price of 

violence too costly for those who practice it to pay. 

So when we speak of peace in Southeast Asia, we 

are speaking of construction -- not destruction. We are 

speaking of progress -- not paralysis. We are speaking of 
- a 

schools and textbooks and universities and training institutes. 
.... . -----
We are speaking of health clinics and hospitals and doctors 

and medicine. We are speaking of modern agriculture, ------
housing and shelter. 

r ' --'"'"'" 
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Yes, we are speaking of~ government, elected 

government. These are the elements of peace that 

give meaning to this precious word. 
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the tasks, and responsi bi liti es, of the most powerful 

But 

nation in the hi story of the earth are not • • • can not be ••• 

wi II not be easy. 

Let me close by making this prediction : ten or 

20 years hence, historians will mark Vietnam as a place 

where our nation --- and free peoples --- were faced with 

a challenge by totalitarianism •• and where they met the 

challenge. 

# # # 
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ADDRESS BY VICE-PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

presented at the 21st National Conference on Higher 

Education sponsored by the Association for Higher 

Education, National Education Association, on Tuesday, 

March 15, 1966, at 8:30 p.m., International Ballroom, 

Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you very much, 

Mr. President. 

Officers of the Higher Education Association 

and those of the program of this 21st National Con-

ference: I can't recall just exactly the year, Mr. 

President, that I was here, but I recall it very vividly 

as the occasion, and I also remember that from that oc-

casion came new impetus for important legislative en-

deavors that are now the law of the land. 

You mentioned the "Food For Peace" and we also 

discussed, may I say, on that occasion, the program of 

international education for peace, and in the Presi-

dent's most recent message to Congress on foreign aid 

the emphasis is upon the development and the use and the 

conservation of human resources in which a broad 

program of international education for peace and free-

dom is at the very base of our new endeavors in foreign 
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aid. (Applause.) 

You see , one learns in politics, patience. 

You talk about ten years, but we are moving, sometimes 

almost imperceptibly slow, but we do move. 

First, I want to thank you for the opportunity 

that you have given me to appear at this, your 21st 

National Conference. I want to say that it didn't take 

a great deal of persuasion on your part to get me. It 

was only a matter of being able to allocate the time. 

For to come in with you is a special joy. I know that 

I am a refugee from a classroom myself, and because of 

the precarious nature of political tenure, I always 

like to keep contacts with you . (Laughter and applause. 

I may be a little rusty, but I say to some of 

the deans and presidents that are here, but with just a 

few, little polishing here and there, a little tolerance 

on your part, and a good salary, I might be interested. 

(Laughter.) So if you don't want that to happen to you, 

you know what you can do. (Laughter and applause.) 

Yours is a c a use which requires no persuasion 

on my part. Your colleagues, by the way, have been 

busy infiltrating the highest councils of government 

in Washington . Each time that I attend a cabinet 

CLARA BERGER 8r ASSOCIATES 
eTI:NOTYPf£ RIEPORTI:Re 

CHICAGO 
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meeting I see a vast array of fellow ex-professors, and 

I find them scattered all throughout Congress. 

I don't know whether we should let the word 

go from this place or whether we should ask our friends 

of the fourth estate to keep us off the record, but the 

educators have taken over, so whatever goes wrong, 

remember that you have, if not direct, indirect responsi 

bility. You cannot disown us. (Laughter.) 

Let me show you. Let me just list for you a 

few of these e x -professors : Dean Rusk, Rhodes scholar 

and ex-professor; Robert McNamara, Willard Wirtz, 

Nicholas Katzenbach, John Gardner, Bob Weaver, those 

are just the top echelon, and when you get down to the 

deputies and assistants we have several universities 

on hand at all times. 

In the Congress we have a very distinguished 

majority leader of the United States Senate, a former 

professor at the University of Montana, Mike Mansfield • 

Yes, and you have great, distinguished former presi-

dent of a great state university out here, Bill 

Fulbright, the Chairman of the Foreign Relations Com-

mittee; Gale Key from the University of Wyoming, and 

Carl Elbert, another one of those Rhodes scholars. They 

CLARA BERGER ac ASSOCIATES 
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are all over the place down in Washington, and, by the 

way, they don't all agree. (Laughter.) 

Now, these men that I have listed, particu-

larly those in the cabinet, constitute a voting majorit~ 

and their zeal for higher education has not diminished 

one iota because they have left their academic roles. 

Then I should add that the President of the 

United States is also a former teacher, and he likes to 

say once in a while that he was a school dropout, too, 

but he came back soon. But he was a teacher in 

elementary school. 

The Vice-President of the United States, when 

it was difficult to get good teachers, also was a 

teacher. 

So we feel very academic, yet, at the same 

time, very practical about some of the duties that we 

per f orm. 

The love of learning -- and that is a beauti-

ful love -- the love of learning has deep roots in our 

country. It is about as much a part of America as the 

soil itself. 

Thomas Jefferson, as you well remember, was 

preparing that brief epitaph for his tombstone, chose 

CLARA BERGER 81 ASSOCIATES 
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as one of the three accomplishments that he wanted to 

be remembered by, that he was the father of the 

University of Virginia, and he surely did father a 

fine institution -- beautiful. 

It was Thomas Jefferson who reminded us, and 

I think it is well for all people who believe in freedom 

to remember it, that you cannot be both free and ig-

norant. Possibly the quest for freedom in this world is 

based more upon education than it is upon any other 

single force. Since the founding of our nation two 

ideas were set in motion more forcibly, I believe, than 

in any other land . The first one was that higher 

learning must set up no barriers of class or creed, and 

now, thank goodness, that learning at every stage shall 

have no barriers because of race or national origin. 

{Applause.) 

The university was to nourish society to 

which all could aspire . 

The second idea was that the university 

would not be a lonely citadel, isolated from the rest 

of the community in its ivory tower, sort of s e renely 

tucked away, unmolested by the facts of the day. Its 

mission, of course, would be the search for truth, 

CLARA BERGER a ASSOCIATES 
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unswayed by temporary passions, and to serve all of 

mankind, and not merely the rarified ranks of scholars. 

The university was intended to be and must be and is 

becoming more and more a partner of the American 

community. There is a realization now, as never before, 

that those who are the leaders in our academic life, in 

our intellectual life, cannot be permitted, nor have 

they the right, to be self-serving. They must be the 

servants of truth and of scholarship, yes, but also the 

servants of the people. And how true this has become 

in terms of the many great practical problems that con-

front us in our urban life, as we become a more urban-

ized society. We need the expert knowledge, the ex-

pertise of the technician, of the professor, of the 

most competent and the most brilliant minds of the 

university, to work with the people at governmental 

levels, and in the private sector, to find the answer 

to these perplexing problems • 

So I think I can say righ t now that there is 

a new respect for learning. You will hardly find any-

one that razzes a man for being a college professor. 

They are wanted in government and in industry. Now, in 

other lands the university has been obliged to build 

CLARA BERGER 81 ASSOCIATES 
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strong walls to guard against the nation's politics. 

In this country the university has no need of walls 

except perhaps to prevent the nocturnal prowling of its 

students or the temporary flight of its professors to 

the public service or the private sector. 

Actually, the gates are wide open and what 

the university seeks is to have also an open mind on 

the part of the people that it serves, and no angry mob 

stands outside of those gates and no serious politician 

these days wins fame or fortune by seeking to subdue 

your spirit of inquiry. You can receive a bit of a 

notorious reputation by trying to squelch the inquiry, 

freedom of discussion, freedom of dissent, and, right-

fully so, because if ever there was a time when there 

needed to be an openness of mind and heart and a will-

ingness to discuss every conceivable issue, and in the 

freedom of discussion, it is now. 

I had a quotation that I wanted to read from 

John Stuart Mill. I may have left it back in the hurly-

burly of getting ready to come to see you, but, as I 

recall, Mill had something to say to the effect about 

dissent, that it was dangerous to try to stifle it lest 

what you were seeking to stifle might turn out to be 

CLARA BERGER 81 ASSOCIATES 
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truth, and even if it were not the truth, it still 

would be an evil to try to stop the discussion of it. 

That is a poor paraphrasing of it, but what it really 

says is that a free society must be truly free, freedom 

of the mind and of the intellect as well as freedom of 

movement of the person. 

This priceless value of interchange between 

th& scholar and the community, between scholar and 

statesman, has been proven many, many times over. Why, 

our farmers can tell you a lot about this. The great 

land grant colleges have been, for all practical pur-

poses, the source of this miracle of American agricul-

tural production; at least, they have made an im-

measurable contribution to it. 

In more recent years, our race to split the 

atom, to unleash that great source of energy, to reach 

the moon, has gained its guiding force from the brain-

power of our universities. 

The real wealth today of America is in its 

knowledge and in the ever-increasing flow of information 

and knowledge and the application of it, and the real 

power today of the world is in the spiritual power, 

combined with mind power, brainpower, morality, and 

CLARA BERGER & ASSOCIATES 
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education. 

So we list the university as we measure other 

less spectacular milestones in man's progress. We owe 

so much to that university: the better knowledge of 

our economy and our environment, the deeper under-

standing of the world beyond our shorelines, and, by 

no means least, the jealous stewardship of that fragile 

crust of culture and stability which separates mankind 

from the savage state. 

Time after time I have cause to ponder the 

truth which comes to everyone in public life and which 

I have heard at least three Presidents say as they faced 

momentous decisions: The truth is that it is not 

difficult to do what is right if only there is wisdom 

to know what is right. 

It is in pursuit of learning, in the develop-

ment of the sensitivity of the intellect, that we find 

at least an approach to making the judgment that could 

be classified as wise judgment and wisdom to do what 

is right. It is upon that truth that rests today the 

massive Federal commitment to education, and, in 

particular, to higher education, and that concept 

is incorporated in the passage of ten measures 
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of landmark legislation in a little more than twenty 

years~ You know, I must say, in all the time we have 

been doing this, people have been having arguments 

about Federal aid to education. I used to say to some 

of my colleagues, "Let them argue while we pass it," 

because I was afraid if they stopped arguing we might 

not pass it, because some people do better than the 

rest, and while others have argued and pounded the 

table and thought they were thwarting progress, there 

were those of us who were behind this smokescreen of 

fuss and fury that were busily engaged in trying to 

develop a structure of aid to education that was helpful 

to the American people. 

Now, these measures are included in such 

things as the G.I. bills of 1944, '52 and now 1966, 

the programs of student loans and scholarships and 

work study assistance, the grants and loans that permit 

our institutions to expand their classrooms and labor-

atories and dormitories and libraries, the funds for 

teaching and research, the books and laboratory equip-

ment to enrich the quality as well as the quantity of 

our universities -- and many of these aids have never 

come out of the Office of Education. 
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Why, I look over this audience and I see 

people here that have contracts with the United States 

Navy for basic research that has about as much to do 

with an aircraft carrier and a submarine as a canary 

does with the moon, but it was important research . 

I think of the millions of dollars of grants 

from the National Institute of Health, yes, of the 

Weather Bureau, from the Department of Agriculture, 

the Department of Commerce, and I think of the vast 

investment by the National Science Foundation, and now, 

more recently, the program of arts and humanities that 

some of us worked for for fifteen years . 

I am happy to say I introduced the first bill 

on the arts and humanities and I spent nine years gettins 

the first section passed at the first session of the 

88th Congress. 

We introduced the first civil rights bills, 

too, sixteen years before they became law, so if I use 

the words like "perseverance" from time to time, it is 

not a theoretical expression. It represents experience 

and sweat . 

I happen to be Chairman of the Space Council, 

the National Aeronautics and Space Agency, and that 
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great program of the Space Council has poured billions 

-- not millions -- billions into American education, 

because we are not going to get to the moon by just 

telling yarns and tales about it. We are going to put 

a man on the moon when mankind has been able to harness 

basic research, applied research, technology, creative-

ness and courage. 

I would have figured that year might be about 

late 1969 or 1970, and not much later. We are all 

going to be around here, I am sure, to find out whether 

or not Orville Freeman has cheese stored up there for 

the Department of Agriculture. (Laughter.) I think 

I can tell you without fear of contradiction we have 

not used it for storage. (Laughter.) 

So for my epitaph I would like to record it 

that, if you will now bear witness to this, that I 

labored for the passage of every one of these measures, 

and I am proud to say that four of the ten have become 

laws of the land since President Johnson entered the 

White House. 

I don't think there has been a greater --

there has been greater progress in the field of educa-

tion in a shorter period of time in our history than in 
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these last two years since 1964. (Applause . ) 

I have liv ed a rather full life. My work in 

public life has been dedicated in large measure to 

social welfare and education and civil rights. It's 

also been dedicated to freedom, because all of this is 

of . nothing, means nothing, unless man can live in a 

free environment . 

I see no reason that we shouldn't be concerned 

about America ' s commitment to freedom and what we do 

about it. 

Recently you know that I journeyed to nine 

far eastern and Pacific countries, and about two months 

before that, four others. I want to say quite frankly 

that these rather intensive and short journeys, short 

in time, do not give one depth of knowledge, but they 

sharpen one's book learning . Oh, how they do bring into 

reality what you have read or what you think you know. 

I want to discuss with you, if you will give 

me the time now, a few observations on that, from that 

journey, or those two journeys. Much of this you al-

ready know. As a matter of fact, let's face it, educa-

tion is essentially saturation. Most of us get ecucated 

through osmosis. We have to be steeped in it, and we 
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have to do it by repetition, keep at it. 

Now, we have learned a great deal about 

Europe, because we are a European-oriented people. 

Our culture is essentially European; therefore, at 

long last we begin to understand that we cannot isolate 

ourselves from Europe. 

We have learned about half of the world --

not quite half -- about a quarter of it. Recently, 

we began to learn a little bit about Latin America. 

At first we thought about it primarily as the siesta, 

and we talk about Latin America as if it were one 

country, with one culture, one heritage, one set of 

rulers. 

Within the last ten to fifteen years we began 

to remember that there are separate republics, with all 

kinds of problems and different cultures, so it is fair 

to say that possibly by putting the Western hemisphere 

with Europe we, at least, have known a good deal about 

three-eighths of the world -- let's make it half of the 

world. We know little about Africa, very little, and 

we know almost as little about Asia. 

I don't believe that a world power should have 

a half world knowledge. (Applause.) I do not believe 
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that you can justly qualify for the title of leader of 

freedom or leader of the free nations if you have little 

or no understanding of a large number of the free 

nations. This is not to say that we ought to know 

less about our friends in Europe or Latin America, 

because we need to know more about them, but it is to 

say that we need to know more about other areas of the 

world that no longer are distant places. They are not 

distant. It takes less time to fly from Washington, 

D.C. to Saigon now than it took to fly from New York 

City to Rome at the beginning of World War II, and the 

journey is much more comfortable and much surer in 

terms of the ultimate destination. 

What was the first observation that came to 

me and you have had it many times Asia is astir, 

it is on fire with the consciousness of the need for 

Asian initiatives in the solution of Asian problems. 

Make no mistake about it, they have to be 

their initiatives . Regional developments and planning 

are increasingly becoming recognized as necessary for 

political and economic progress. 

The power of nationalism, which is a real 

force, is now tempered by the growing realization for 
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cooperation among nations. 

Asians seek to preserve their national 

identity as they engage in the creation of new inter-

national structures, but they want to pursue these 

aims themselves. Oh, yes, they want our support, they 

want our backing, they want our foreign assistance, 

when necessary, but they want to preserve their own 

personality, their own identity. They do not want 

domination; they want cooperation. 

During my recent mission I was also struck by 

the depth of feeling amongst all Asian leaders -- and I 

repeat all Asian leaders -- that Asian communism had 

directed design on their national integrity and inde-

pendence. To these people, my fellow Americans, com-

munism is not a subject for academic discussion; it is 

a matter of life or death , survive or perish. 

Almost all of the cited examples of sub-

version, and in many cases direct military involvement 

by Communist troops within their countries, almost every 

leader was able to do that, and none, none of these 

leaders -- and you can go from Japan to the Philippines, 

Korea, the Republic of China, to New Zealand, to 

Australia, South Viet Nam, to Laos, to Pakistan, to 
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India, to Thailand, you name it -- none questioned our 

involvement in Viet Nam. 

There were questions about certain aspects of 

our policy. Some wondered whether we were doing enough; 

others were worried that we might be doing too much, but 

none were critical of the fact of our presence there and 

of our resistance to aggression. They seem to under-

stand what is going on. 

Thirdly, the American people, as well as 

their leaders, need to know more and more about the Asia 

of today, Asia, in general, and Communist China, in 

particular. 

I said recently on the "Meet The Press" 

telecast, and I shall say a little more about it here, 

that we must, indeed, with allies and friends and 

neighbors and some that are not so friendly, like the 

Soviet Union, seek to contain the military outburst 

and thrust, the aggressive thrust of Asian communism 

contain it, don't l e t it gain momentum. 

But, at the same time, let us not isolate a 

total people. It can ' t be done with any degree of 

safety and security. 

So we need to know about Communist China in 
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particular, the relationship of that nation with her 

neighbors in Asia and the Pacific, the nature of Chinese 

Communist ideology and behavior, because it is different 

than others, the operational apparatus of the Communist 

Party under Peking's leadership and influence. 

The intellectual and political resources, 

therefore, not only of this great United States but of 

t he entire free world, should be mobilized for this 

effort, and I want to say that we•d better start pooling 

our intellectual resources and our knowledge on thi s 

matter before it is too late , (Applause ) for it is for 

this reason that I have commended the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee for its hearings on Asia and China, 

in particular. One of the reasons that we have a 

Senate that has some responsibility in the field of 

foreign relations is so that it can do this pioneering. 

The State Department and the executive officers have to 

be constantly careful of every word, of every action, 

but a Committee of the Congress can probe almost fear-

lessly as long as it does it with a degree of responsi-

bility. 

The hearings which are now underway are long 

overdue, and I think will do a great deal to enlighten 
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Americans. (Applause) 

Now, you wouldn't expect me to speak about 

Asia if I didn't mention Confucius. Confucius said, 

"If a man take no thought about what is distant, he 

will find sorrow near at hand." Just put that down in 

your mental notebook, 11 If a man take no thought about 

what is distant, he will find sorrow near at hand." 

There isn't any such thing as distance any 

more. Wendell Willkie called this one world, and he 

was right, way before his time. But it is a smaller 

world every day and it is going to be smaller five years 

from now. 

What kind of a world will it be when we have 

a supersonic plane in five years that travels 2,500 

miles per hour, faster than time itself? 

So we had better project ourselves into that 

future. The war in Viet Nam is not far away, and it is 

far more than Neville Chamberlain had to say when he 

said these words about Czechoslovakia remember that 

-- he spoke of Czechoslovakia this way at the time of 

Hitler: "It is a quarrel in a remote country among 

people of whom we know nothing," and on that day mankind 

almost perished. 
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That kind of thinking, as if mankind had no 

interest in what happened in what he thought was a 

remote country, Czechoslovakia, about a people that we 

know nothing of -- well Viet Nam is not a remote 

country. It is a people about which we know too little. 

It is a focus of a broader conflict which involves the 

whole Asian Continent, and it also involves basic 

principles of international conduct. 

I am going to take the time to tell you why , 

I think we are there in South Viet Nam, not only because 

of treaties, not only because of honor, as I have heard 

and you have heard many times that, too -- not only 

because of the integrity of the American commitment, 

which I believe is the real shield of peace in this 

world today. (Applause) 

I'd like to ask this fine audience to ponder 

for a few moments tonight what would really happen in 

Europe if your government were to announce tomorrow 

morning that no longer would we defend Berlin, and 

Berlin is 100 miles inside the Communist desert. In 

terms of geographical position for defense, it is more 

untenable than Viet Nam, but we defend Berlin not be-

cause of Berlin alone, even though Berlin is important, 
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we defend Berlin because we have made up our minds that 

aggression cannot be the pattern of international con-

duct in the Nuclear Age, and we made it crystal clear 

time after time that we would defend it with our lives, 

our fortunes, and our sacred honor, and every time we 

had to make a decision on Berlin or Cuba or on Turkey 

or Greece or on Iran, every time we made a decision we 

ran the risk of all-out war. The fact that it didn't 

happen is something for which we can be prayerfully 

grateful. Possibly the reason it didn't happen is 

because somebody knew it could happen. 

There has never been an important decision 

made by this government in these post-war years that 

didn't carry with it tremendous risk. 

Now, we are in South Viet Nam to repel and 

to prevent the success of aggression, and no responsible 

person today denies that there is aggression from the 

North. We are there to help assure the South Viet-

namese people the basic right to decide their own 

futures freely and without intimidation, and we are 

there to help these people achieve a better standard of 

living for themselves and their posterity, and we are 

there, more importantly, I repeat, than anything about 
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geography or contemporary zones. We are there to help 

establish the principle in Asia, as we did in Europe, 

that in this Nuclear Age aggression cannot be an ac-

ceptable means either of settling international dis-

putes or gaining political power or realizing national 

objectives, and in the other half of the world that 

has to be understood as well as in the Western world. 

(Applause) 

Every little nation on the face of the 

earth has a stake in this conflict, because if little 

nations cannot be safe in the sea of the large nations, 

if they cannot be safe in the world of the giant, then 

there is no hope for the future of small nations or 

world peace. 

Seldom has a major conflict started over the 

open confrontation of a big nation with another big 

nation . It is generally some smaller nation. 

These are some of the reasons that we are in 

Viet Nam. Now, why are we not there? Well, we are not 

there to build an empire or to exercise domination over 

that part of the world or to establish any military 

bases, and we are not there to impose a government or 

a way of life on any people, nor are we there to 
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overthrow any regime or occupy any country or to provoke 

war with anyone. 

I become a little weary when I hear people 

say, "Well, America should work for peace". I say to 

you in all reverence, what nation has worked more for 

peace than this nation? What nation has given more for 

peace than this nation? This nation has given 168,000 

casualties since World War II, and we didn't get one 

inch of territory. We had 800,000 men in the field of 

battle in Korea, a far away place and a strange people, 

they said. What do you think would have been the 

result if aggression had not been checked there? 

Now, I know there are those who would have 

you believe that what goes in Viet Nam is just a little 

old civil war, but the Vietcong is not an Asian version 

of Western social democracy. The Vietcong is part of 

the National Liberation Front, and the only true word 

in that sequence of words is "front". It is a front 

that was created in Hanoi for one purpose, to gain 

control of South Viet Nam, and so it was stated. 

It had three methods to do it: a general 

uprising, guerilla war, or a coalition government, and 

they so said. 
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Twice in recent months the National Liberation 

Front has tried to demonstrate strength by calling a 

general strike. It is so, recently, in the "Hate 

America" week of October of this last year, and it 

didn't work. There was no popular support, and, con-

trary to what many people believe, you do not have to 

have an overwhelming or even a majority support to 

wage guerilla war. They found that out in Greece and in 

Malaysia, just to mention a couple of places, and with-

out outside help the overwhelming majority of the people 

in Malaysia and in Greece would have gone down to 

Communist oppression, and, without outside help, so 

would South Viet Nam. 

But I can tell you that things are better in 

South Viet Nam, militarily, than a few months ago, but 

we ought to be prepared for some difficult days ahead. 

I believe that we have major reason for major encourage-

ment, and I will tell you why: The fire power of our 

forces, not just the United States. There are only 

220,000 Americans there. There are 660,000 South 

Vietnamese. Every time you read of an American casualty 

read of four South Vietnamese. They have fought this 

war for years. 
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There will be approximately 50,000 Koreans 

out of their little population, 4,500 Australians, 

some New Zealanders, and I might add that New Zealand 

and Australia love peace with a passion, but they live 

in the Pacific, and they have some comprehension of 

what is going on. 

And the Filipinos will be there, too. So, 

with increased allied strength, with mobility, with 

fire power, and with high rates of defection in the 

Vietcong -- as much as 2,000 a month -- with new 

harbors and roads being opened up for the first time, 

and logistics improved, with a better command structure, 

and with a plan of action for the first time, since we 

have only been there a short time -- a plan of action, 

carefully premeditated plan of offensive action, things 

are better militarily. 

It is true that there is no substitute for 

the use of power in the face of determined attack . 

There are times when it simply has to be used. I don't 

care whether you are a liberal or a conservative, it 

has nothing to do with your politics, but the use of 

military power, necessary as it is, can be counter-

productive without accompanying political effort and a 
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credible promise to a better life for the people. 

Modern wars today are both military and 

political. The peasants of Viet Nam and of Asia want 

better. They are tired of the old ways . They want 

security, but, above all, they want justice and hope, 

something better in the future, and the Communists, 

in their drive for power, seek to use and subvert the 

hopes of these people, as they have everywhere. If they 

succeed, we can win every military battle and still lose 

the war. 

Viet Nam is a rural economy. North and South 

Viet Nam are not an urban economy, and the struggle will 

be won or lost out there in those villages, in the rural 

areas. 

We have said it so many times that it has 

almost become a cliche: The Chinese have a way of 

saying, "Lots of noise on the stairs but nobody enters 

the room." Many promi s es have been made, but few ful-

filled, and the hour is late . The people are weary . 

The need for deeds is urgent. This is why the Viet-

namese government, the government of South Viet Nam, 

with our support, is pressing what I like to call the 

other war with vigor, and this is a war that you should 
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be interested in and that I must be interested in, and 

this is a war that we know how to win hands down, going 

away, the war against ignorance, illiteracy, poverty, 

and hunger and disease. 

This was the theme of the Declaration of 

Honolulu, and the tragedy of that declaration was how 

little impact it had on American public opinion. It 

makes me wonder and worry. Are we only interested in 

winning military victories? Are we not interested in 

helping to build a new nation? Is all that we ever see 

in our press the pictures of horror, of pain and traged~ 

or could we sometimes see the picture of a village that 

has been rebuilt, or would it be possible to see the 

picture of young people that have gone out to help the 

refugees, or would it be possible to see how many school~ 

and hospitals have been constructed? 

I think that the Honolulu Declaration rep-

resents for the Pacific what the Atlantic Declaration 

and Charter represented for the Atlantic and Western 

Europe in the early days of World War II. 

The people and the government of South Viet 

Nam are in earnest in this struggle to win and hold 

the allegiance of the rural areas. There are 2,600 
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villages, 11,000 hamlets, and many of them have been 

subject to Vietcong terror and subversion for years. 

Since 1958, my fellow Americans, 61,000 

village leaders and government representatives have 

been assassinated in South Viet Nam by the Vietcong . 

That is a conservative figure, 61,000. 

In 1965, alone, people that went into these 

villages to teach people how to farm them, teachers, 

doctors, 354 of the people engaged in rural constructio~ 

civilians, noncombatants, were assassinated, and over 

500 wounded, and twice as many kidnapped. 

I think these figures reveal some of the 

difficulties that we are going to have in carrying out 

the social revolution. 

I brought home a medal for a young boy who 

was a member of the International Voluntary Service, 

who was assassinated trying to teach a little farmer, 

peasant, how to work his rice paddy, how to do a better 

job of farming. 

Cold-blooded assassination -- I have been told 

I shouldn't use those words, but I want to tell you when 

you meet the parents of this young man and you meet his 

partners, as I did, you feel sick. 
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Murder is murder. It is one thing to be en-

gaged in war, where men in uniform are ordered to kill, 

but to be engaged in the works of peace, to teach little 

children,to show a farmer how to drain his land or 

irrigate his soil, and then to be stabbed, and to have 

the village burned and the leader killed, is not my 

idea of civilized conduct. 

Now, Viet Nam has experienced a quarter of a 

century of this warfare, generations of colonial dom-

ination, and a millenium of Mandarin rule, so the task 

is difficult and to do the job that needs to be done is 

going to take time. The whole structure will have to 

be carefully built. 

But I am happy to report to my friends of 

education that there are a number of well-trained and 

educated high and middle level officials to form the 

nucleus for this effort. 

I have been in many of these countries. You 

go to some countries and you go to the Ministry of 

Agriculture and there are two people that have had 

training beyond high school. That happens in quite a 

few countries. 

You go to Viet Nam and you will find a 
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hundred or fifty. 

You go to the Ministry of Finance in some 

countries. You are fortunate if you can find one college-

trained economist, or a half a dozen. 

In Viet Nam you will find fifteen to fifty, 

not nearly enough from our standards, very, very 

mediocre, very poor, but there is something to work 

with. 

I think the important thing, though, is to 

begin, and now the responsibility has been fixed, and 

the spirit of inertia and corruption is being attacked. 

There is a determination that the whole chain of social 

and political action will be conceived and administered 

with hardheadedness and efficiency. 

We are getting in the ministries in Saigon 

and going right down to the village level, and we are 

working side by side in every level of government to be 

a partner in this effort. 

The South Vietnamese cadre in hamlets and 

villages will be doubled by the end of this year, more 

than 45,000 trained leaders. Why? To fill in the void 

of the 61,000 that have been killed. And many of those 

45,000 will likewise be killed, and not a one of them 
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will be military people, but they are still outnumbered 

by the Vietcong a c tivists, so the gap is closing but 

we are yet behind. 

Prime Minister Ky was very candid with me. 

I don't know how good a leader he is going to be, but 

he is what they have. 

He said these words, and I shall retell it 

to you. He said, "First of all, the Vietcong has no 

monopoly upon revolution. They are not revolutionaries, 

they are oppressors." 

He said, "You tell your fellow Americans that 

the National Liberation Front liberates no one, it en-

slaves as many as it gets its hands on . " 

Then he said these words, and I put them down: 

"Our social revolution, Mr . Vice-President, is twelve 

years late, but not too late . " 

He is determined to do something about it. 

I went into the areas with him. I went into 

the slum districts of Saigon, in District 8, where the 

refugees were in the most unbelievable conditions they 

have been living, and in District 8, outside of Saigon, 

the students from Saigon University had created a whole 

new community themselves, cleaned out an old graveyard, 
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the river, and brought in the sand and the gravel, 

leveled it out, put in streets, built a school, a 

community center, a health clinic, built hundreds of 

little homes themselves, they and the refugees. They 

were the technicians. They did it before they went to 

work in the morning and when they came home at night. 

They had one little electric plant that was 

given to them by American aid, one little Delco plant. 

I think you should know that after I left 

District 8 and District 6, that the Vietcong made it 

their business to punish those areas ' because the pr ime 

minister and the Vice-President of the United States 

had been there. There were none there but refugees . 

Some 800 ,000 people have fled the Vietcong 

areas . By the way, you know, I hear many times that 

the Vietcong is very popular. If they are so popular, 
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why do the refugees all go south? Why is it that there 

is no flow of refugees to the north? 

They can't vote with ballots yet so they are 

voting with their feet. 

The same thing that happened in East Germany, 

that workers' paradise on the other side didn't seem to 
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be much of a paradise when the gates are opened. People 

flooded to the West, and when the battles take place, 

the refugees, the peasantry never goes north, even 

though the road runs both directions . They come south. 

800,000 in the last half year -- year and a 

half. 300,000 have already been settled, and there is 

so much work that needs to be done. In the countryside 

there are schools and hospitals that are being built, 

over 5,000 classrooms, 6,000 public health clinics. 

Half of them have been burned down by the Vietcong. 

5,000 students from the university this last 

summer went out on what they call their summer work 

projects, their own Peace Corps. It was so successful 

it has now become a permanent program. 

Why don't we read more about this? Why don't 

we know more about the efforts these people are trying 

to make? 

This isn't our war. We are there as an ally, 

just as we were an ally to France in World War I and 

to Britain and to Belgium and to others, and as we were 

in World War II. 

We need to hear a little bit about those who 

have suffered along with us. 
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In Saigon a new constitution is now being 

written by a committee of 80, covering every single 

element of that population, and national elections are 

scheduled for 1967, and local elections were held last 

May, and not a single person that was a Vietcong won. 

This is a four-strap (?) effort to help 

create a new society to replace an old one. 

Just yesterday it was, or the day before 

yesterday, Secretary Gardner led a task force of many 

top-ranking Americans, including Dr. Stewart, the 

Surgeon General of the United States, Francis Keppel, 

the Assistant Secretary of Education, and top educators 

and doctors and public health officials to go to Viet 

Nam to help them with specializeq training, specialized 

effort, just as Secretary Freeman did a short time ago 

in the field of agriculture. 

Do you know what I found in other capitals 

of Asia? They said, "Send us the same team. vle need 

help . We need it desperately," in country after 

country. 

I am happy to tell you that there are good 

resources with which to work. The land is rich and 

fertile, the people are industrious and ambitious, and 
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they are quick to learn new skills, and they are 

learning. Communications are better, transportation 

is better, the port facilities are enlarged. There is 

a real opportunity here to help build a good nation. 

Now, my friends, I have taken too much time, 

and possibly you think that my observations are the 

product of just a weekend visit to Saigon. They are 

not. Like yourself, I have been a student, professor, 

Senator, and Vice-President, and my whole life has been 

given to the study of international relations and what 

we call political science. I have read too many books 

and attended too many meetings and hearings and heard 

too many witnesses and participated in too many dis-

cussions at the highest levels of our government to 

arrive at any instant solutions to these complex prob-

lems or to be naively optimistic about this troubled 

world. It will be troubled wh en I am dead and buried 

and when you are gone, too, but the duty of a man in 

public life and in any type of position of leadership 

is to give of his best to help relieve those troubles 

as best he can. 

And, having said this, I have reason, then, 

to bring home a message of encouragement about Viet Nam, 
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and I want you to know that we will pursue with patience 

and perseverance and persistence the difficult course 

that we have set for ourselves. The course is not one 

of withdrawal or pretending that there is no problem, 

nor is it one of massive escalation, but it is one of 

the measured use of our strength and of perseverance in 

the defense of both ally and principle. 

So the world needs to know that we will re-

main in Viet Nam until the conditions that permit self-

determination are guaranteed and until genuinely free 

elections can be held, and we will respect the decision 

of those elections. (Applause) 

I, for one, doubt that the South Vietnamese 

will give an election victory to the Communists . Why 

do I say that? Because every so often I hear some good 

soul come to me and say, "Well, if they had a free 

election in Viet Nam you bet the Communists would win." 

My dear friends, they have had free elections 

the world over and the Communists have yet to win. 

(Applause) 

No Communist government has ever come to power 

through a free election. I doubt that one ever will. 

I don't think you win free elections by exalting and 
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practicing the methods of terror and brutality. 

So we are going to pursue and persist, and, as 

the President has said, the Pledge of Honolulu will be 

kept and the Pledge of Baltimore stands, too, the pledge 

to help the men of the North and of Hanoi, to help them 

with their society, as well as the South, when Hanoi, 

when the men of Hanoi have the wisdom to be ready. 

Peace remains our goal and our objective. 

The highest achievement of statesmanship and the ulti-

mate goal of civilized people is the attainment of peace, 

and it is to that end that education and religion are 

directed, but, regrettably, the history of mankind is 

one that is filled with violence, war, disaster, yet 

man continues to reach for the stars, the stars of 

freedom, of justice, and of peace and of opportunity. 

Peace is the absence of war, but peace is 

more than just that. Peace is not negative; peace is 

positive. We need to define peace. It is not merely 

a word or a thought or an attitude. It is that and 

more. 

Peace is the development of the productive 

economy; peace is the development and the enrichment of 

human resources; peace is an organized society, with 
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government and law and order; peace is work, jobs, 

income; peace is education, training, skills; peace 

is health; peace is the love of life and the pursuit 

of happiness; peace is compassion for the elderly and 

the sick, and the love and the care of children. 

That is what peace really means, and it is 

to all of these goals of peace that we ought to be 

directing our energies and our resources, if the 

terrible sacrifices of war are to have any meaning at 

all. 

Peace will come when those who love peace, 

who talk about peace, who pray for peace, and who ask 

for peace are willing to prevent the success of ag-

gression and make the price of violence too costly for 

those who wish to practice it. 

So when we speak of peace in Southeast Asia 

we are speaking of construction and not destruction; 

we are speaking of progress and not paralysis; we are 

speaking of schools and of textbooks; we are speaking 

of you that work there, of universities and training 

institutes, and we are speaking of health clinics, and 

we are speaking of doctors and hospitals and medicine; 

we are speaking of that doctor that left Miami, 
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Florida, just two weeks ago. I saw his little nine-year 

old daughter, and I said, "What does your daddy do?" 

She says, "He is a doctor." 

I said, "Well, where does he live?" 

She said, "Mommy just put him on an airplane. 

He's going to VietNam for three months." 

He gave up his practice to go heal the sick. 

That is peace. That is the kind of peace we ought to 

be parading for. That is where we ought to be directing 

our energies. 

It is the teacher that leaves his classroom 

and volunteers to go to Viet Nam or to Laos or to 

Cambodia or to India or Pakistan, you name it, willing 

to give up and go and help. That is really practicing 

peace. 

When we speak of peace we are talking about 

modern agriculture, where we have been able to show 

them how to double their rice crop, how to be able to 

produce fine pork, how to have an export, even in 

onions and garlic, how to irrigate their land, and how 

to care for their soil. That is peace. 

Many nations are helping obtain that peace 

in Viet Nam -- and of housing and shelter. 
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Yes, that is what we are speaking of when we 

talk of peace. We are speaking of stable government, 

elected government. These are the elements of peace 

that give meaning to this precious word. Otherwise, 

this word, my dear friends, is just a word, just 

another word on a placard, just another word from the 

lips of a hypocrite. 

Peace is life. Peace is progress. 

Now, in achieving these goals, and these are 

our goals, we have set ourselves some mighty difficult 

tasks, and not a single one of these goals can be 

achieved without a standard of excellence and a commit-

ment of ourselves now, as ·in the days of our fore-

fathers, a commitment of our lives, yes, our fortunes, 

and our sacred honor. That is the way to save all of 

them, to commit them. 

But I happen to believe that the task and 

the responsibility of the most powerful nation in the 

history of the earth are not and cannot be, nor were 

they intended to be, easy tasks. Much has been given 

unto us and, rightfully, much is expected of us. 

So let me close by making this prediction: 

Ten or twenty years hence historians -- and maybe at 
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your college -- will mark Viet Nam as a place where our 

nation and other free peoples stood and were faced with 

a challenge by totalitarianism, and where, like brave 

men before them, they met the challenge, and the victory 

of life and the victory of hope was their prize. Thank 

you . (Applause) 
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