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[\ | shall address my remarks today to your theme:

"A New Century -- A New Challenge "
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This theme has a special meaning for you as an

- organization, because last year you celebrated your own
e
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But it has a wider significance, for the entire South

and for the nation. For it marks the beginning of a new

—1

century -- the second century -- since the end of the

Civil War.

it
4” is a time to close the books once and for all on the

past, and to look forward to the future.
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You yourselves took an important step forward last

year, when you opened your membership to Negro teachers.
| am sure you will be even more effective in reaching

your goals when all your forces are united in the cause

of better education for all of Tennessee's children. <Feg,

%homas Jefferson wrote soon after the founding of our

Republic, our task must be to "egucate and inform the

whole mass of the people" . . . to "enable them to see

that it is to their interest to preserve peace and order. p2
they are the only sure reliance for the preservation of?

liberty. " U"‘u ""%%w@

AThis new century holds great promise for Southern

[ s

our

education and the people of the South.

| say this for two reasons.

&
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First, the far-reaching legislation enacted last year )

S

places us at the threshold of a new era for all American =

education.— M M vt s sano "

i T

T



- 3 -
LAnd second, the South itself is clearly in the opening

pgase of a new cycle of economic growth -- a pg#® renaissance,..

/! This forwar_d thrust will-ie-fagge=sa#t be fostered and sustained

¥
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by your educational resources.

éThe American people have always pinned their hopes

| 1 4 the future of the nation and the future

)

of their own children -- on education., %a’ibeﬁ;(

la e _fthe?S

- But, while the desire for good education iviEtuEEE—-

wnHo stk

has always been strong, harsh economic realitie;th&

M‘J A Jimited educational opportunity.

But times are changing, and changing for the better.
The South is moving out of its old agricultural economy

and into an industrial era. Tha gap between the South

and the rest of the nation is closing. 7:2& =

The economic gap is closing./We must also close the




,{ President Johnson is a former teacher. And so am

|. This Administration, | can assure you, will not rest

until each American child has received,

W "all the education he can take."

The laws which our American Congress enacted last
year will bring profound changes not only in education, but
in our future economic and social life. programs

will give an impetus to people and communities hitherto

’%behind the rest of our nation,

M Under these new circumstances, you as professional
Aidich,

educators will occupy key roles in your communities(/T he
-_,_____._._--.

financial headaches of your schools are not over --[ in the

Wi

nature of thlngs) they never will be -- but for the first

ek, e P

time many of you will be able to "think big,"

O

)
éYou will find that, in the councils of government, the

\_ educator will no longer be sitting below the salt,, Instead,
7 he will be moving a lot closer to the head of the table

gt LaTmatg
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éin the state house, educators will no longer risk
being regarded as supplicants,/ Tomorrow, the educator
L a4 -~ -l
will be seen as a man who brings wealth into his community

-- and not just federal aid to education, #?yahty

education attracts and holds business and industry,

Bt S o
creating new payrolls and new resources. JOW ﬂ/ M
L —— " =

“3¢ | congratulate you on your new -- and abundantly

L

deserved -- status in our society.

nbinbiish

And if | can offer one word of advice, it is this:

Let no feelings of false modesty induce you not to press

your advantage to the utmost,

/: This new generation needs -- and mdeserves -- the best .

educatlon,wwm They are fine young people,
| S

et

w:th a great potential,,

[ .u_.u-

/
}i\Just as Tennessee is the Volunteer State, this is the
O e T, = .__A_f

volunteer generation. Whether serving in uniform or in

e B T e E

shirt-sleeves, at home Or overseas, they are giving generously

e

and W|Illngly of thelr best. ( W 3‘%)
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AN the years immediately ahead they will be confronted

with new challenges which will W

their energy, intelligence, and dedication.

They will have the task, first and foremost, of building
an enduring peace -- a peace which will have to be built
by a hundred thousand individual, positive acts. For peace
will not be built by any giand _g_thture or Eq_gi_c_al fprmula.

PPy

It will be built in the hot streets and muddy fields of

w“w

countries which did not exist even 20, years ago.(l't will be

built jn long months EMW negotiation over the

mosmaﬁonal issues. 4lt will be built by

people possessing knowledge of their world and its complexities.
L Our young generation will have the responsibility, too,

of making technological progress the servant rather than

the master of humanity.
| R N
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A They will have thg‘ privilege of waging the war against

poverty

undertaking without precedent in the history of the worldg

4/ But there is one piece of unfinished business we must

alent,

not and cannot leave to them because it is far too urgent,

T e Ty

We must make good without delay or equivocation the

pledge of our Constitution that E-U. Americans, everywhere,

shall have equal opportunity to enjoy the blessings of our

Congress has recognized its responsibilities to our

new generation in the historic school legislation it adopted

T

last year. Members of Congress from the South -- and from

Tennessee itself -- worked hard to achieve this,, Pfidds P




Secondary Education Act

to bring 1.22 billion dollars to

education throughout the country during the first year

of its operation, and 1.43 billion in its second.

/__ Roughly a half-billion of thiswill be channeled each

year into the elementary

and secondary schools of the

hey will receive

South.

put Tms is as it should be.

mcome\tax hontrlhutlons.

s |

AII the same, I thlnk we should pay trlbute here to

the man:y Ieguslatclg;»ffom high-income states who have

’i»f

1N ‘,

con5|stei1tly, ,ofer the last 25 years worked to enact programs

}

. their ow? states.

Muld cost their taxpayers ‘more than the)/ bring into

b Y _ﬁ
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The Elementary and Secondary Education Act will
help a imatel y seven milli ationa epri
[p approxi |y seven million educationally deprived

children from low-income families, It authorizes grants

L o

to school districts in approximately 95 per cent of the
nation's counties.
4 Now for a few words about what the Act means to
Tennessee.
As you know, it includes several different programs.
4 First and most substantial in dollars, it provides&

to low-income districts -- that is, districts with a substantial

number of families with incomes of less than two thousand
dollars. OQur estimate is that this can mean over 32 million
dollars for Tennessee.

/The indications are %e 300, 000 children in

this state will benefit from this part of the Act in the

— e

“Projects—have-been -approved atready Tn 92 of Tennessee's
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A RS
b




- 10 -
Next, the Act provides funds for school libraries

and textbooks. Qu=estimate-for-this—+s—over-1-3-miHion
Te rm?ssee,‘udfm m’,ﬁ

-2’ H@,/Jt includes grants for supplementary educational

centers services, estimated for Tennessee at almost 1.5

million dollars.
460, lt offers grants to strengthen state departments

of education -- estimated at almost 300, 000 dol|a_rs for

Tennessee.

il

Another provision of the Act authorizes the Office of
Education to step up the improvement of education through
research and development activities. Experts from all parts
of the country have been involved in the planning of the
National Program of Educational Laboratores, the largest

single effort under this authority.
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Z Developmental contracts for nin_gwgg‘gh__Ia_bora_tp[_i_gs
were approved and announced on March 1. Of these,
two include parts of We in the areas they serve --
the Appalachia and the Central Mid-Western Regional

Educational Laboratories.

Z Here, certainly, is opportunity for creatlve lnnovatlon

in the schools of Tennessee, as-in-sehoots-throughout-the

waken, Here, to revert to your theme for this year, is

a new challenge for a new century.

LThose in our society who most need education too

. &

often have been the ones least likely to receive it.J Students

[

whose home environment is drab all too often

[ S R e

find their schools equally drab and dulling.

L —

(We must make our schools lively and challenging to

these you ngsters

[ TR UNHSAES

We in Washington can't tell you how to do it, and

M

we don't intend to try.

Ty
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[\/ H%J hope and expect that you will come up

with new and effective teaching techniqp_es which can

P ——

stimulate these children -- give them a lift -- before it

is too late to help them.,

........

igh to lmpjxve and /eaqan /\

i{uc;ﬁon AV now l%
7
I hope that # will be apgroved.

S e e i > e s e AN

The dramatic new breakthrough this year, however,

| /M{J! is toward wider international horizons for education.
L e T ¢ e s S S AR e e Ut G bt al

In his message to Congress on this subject a few

sk fF e

= weeks ago, President Johnson said:
"Education lies at the heart of every nation's hopes

and purposes. It must be at the heart of our international

relations. "
Of course, | am sure you have felt this all along.
But it is new -- a real landmark in the history of American

\_ education -- to have it stated as national policy.
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W The proposed Inernational Education Act of 1966

«0. embodies that high commitment.g

| recommend that you, as..professtonal-educators, ~give-both

R
T

““““““

the dent'Message and the proposed leglslat!on careful .
duudy __
/leavetgne ‘here -to-touch on only a few-of their

highfghts"""

A.,The keystone of the new program is the establishment ‘;Z.

a Center for Educational Cooperation. This will bring into

being for the first time a general headquartersfor coordmatmg

our work ln mternatlonal educatlon

i it




The proposed International Education Act will help

our smaller colleges so that they can better equip their

graduates with knowledge of the outside world,/4t will
also support the further strengthening of the larger

universities as the nation's leading center of advanced

——
[—— i {

training and research in international affairs.

ot S ety
r

In this connection, | want to congratulate Memphis
State University -- many of whose graduates, | understand,
are here -- on its plans to establish an Institue for the
Study of the Sggiﬂ E_r;iqn arlg___I?__q;tfir_]“_liq,rope. | am

pleased, also, to hear that the University hopes in the

future to add a number of courses on China, and make

[—————

S s S

the Institute a major center for the study of Sino-Soviet
affairs.

Zi came back from my recent trip to Asia with a clear

and strong feeling -- o], bbbetagureiicer By thtere, >



have frequenthy-and-ForCafoHy=shared -- that we Americans
need to know much more about Communist ChmaMiMﬂ
d% |de ‘~". u»p(tr hmb-"‘
0% l{vp 4

W e té i "ld +{dope- i”hg some e@our f@mp is: State
'MW Who@fﬁ ﬁ@b@‘?@ﬁ thee: —

Education #

o

we; an increasingly important part
of ou; aid program. Already, for example, we have helped
the Government of South Vietnam more than double its
classrooms, nearly triple enrollment in primary schools

in its first decade of independence, and step up its enrollment

in secondary schools

Qm,(lvmre and more, we see education as the
i T

keystone in the building of nations.

- S e PN
There is much more -- including, what may be of

special interest to many of you here, the est_ablj__s_nvthnen‘t'_ of
an American Educa_jtie_nal Placement Service to help put our

o ST ——

teachers in posts abroad.

| e
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Let me finally make the point that we regard international

education as a two way street We are as eager to learn as

Wt v e 8 e T m—

we are wnllmg to teach.

B

e

Among the proposals to this purpose, the most dramatic

is the establishment of an Exchange Peace Corps, a kind

s

of "Volunteers to Ame rica. "It will bring men and women

——

here from abroad, many to work in our schools to give
Americans a deeper understanding of other languages and
cultures.
__ et alf my -
adult Ilfd A Id be effective, fn Ame a‘lcan [}ubllc Ilj /\
one has to be an educatpr tob o { /

T / ,,
Therefore it does m)/ heart good &J see education
|/ ¥

'; [

this new gand high stat*s in our own ?atlon and in the /

[ :? p
| v

world. a'v
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| like to think that mankind will come to regard us,
fi(bw A

not as a gendarme among nations, but as a gIobaI center

e ——
of enllghtenment and learning. == ””'i; 5":& ; :Z‘: E: :__

AThe educator is already as vital to our mternatlonal

relations as the diplomat or soldier. ? -
¢ o o ot v it o e

| can foresee a time when he will be even more

important -- the time when cooperatlon rather than conflict

et )

is the rule in human relations and when, in the words

of the prophet |saiah, ”Natlon shall not |Ift up sword

R sl A

against natlon nor shaII they Iearn war any more. "
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TENNESSEE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Memphis, Tennessee - April 1, 1966

Thank you Congressman Grider, for your gracious and eloquent
introduction. I thank you especially because you didn't let yourself
be confined by Washington protocol and just say: "The Vice President."
You took a little time totalk me up, and I want you to know that
I appreciate it.

1 shall address my remarks today to this year's theme for
your organization: "A New Century -- A New Challenge." It has
a special meaning for you as an organization, because last year
you celebrated your own centenary. But it has a wider significance,
for the entire South and for the nation. For it marks the beginning
of a new century -- the second century -~ since the end of the
war between the states.

It is a time to close the books once and for all on the past, and
to look bravely and hopefully to the future. You yourselves took an
important step forward last year, when you opened your member-
ship to teachers of all races. I am sure you will be even more
effective in reaching your goals when all your forces are united

in the cause of better education for all of Tennessee's children,



e
For, as Thomas Jefferson wrote soon after the founding of our

Republic, our task must be to '""educate and inform the whole mass of the

people' . . . to "enable them to see that it is to their interest
to preserve peace and order . . . they are the only sure relance
for the preservation of our liberty."

This new century holds great promise for Southern education
and the people of the South, I say this for two reasons.

First, because of the far-reaching legislation enacted last
year, with the invaluable help of Congressman Grider and the other
members of the Tennessee Congressional Helegation. This legislation
puts us at the threshold of a new era for all American education.

And second, the South itself is clearly in the opening of a new
cycle of economic growth -« a new remaissance. This forward
thrust will in large part be fostered and sustained by its educational
resources,

The American people have always pinned their hopes for the
future -~ the future of the nation and the future of their own children
-« on education. This has been particularly true in the South. But,
while the desire for good education in the South has always been strong,
harsh economic realities have limited educational opportunity. But
times are changing, and changing for the better. The South is moving

out of its old agricultural economy and into an industrial era. The
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gap between the South and the rest of the nation is closing. The
economic gap is closing. We must also close the educational gap.

If I seem all wrapped up in this subject, it is because I am
still a teacher at heart. More importantly, this is an "Education
Administration' that 1 am privileged to represent, There are a
great many teachers in the Executive Branch and in the Congress.
President Johnson is a former teacher, and proud of it, Senator
Mansfield, the Majority Leader, was a professor of history at the
University of Montana. Congressman Carl Albert, the Majority
Leader of the House, was a Rhodes Scholar. You can go through
the top echelons of our government and find teachers in place after
place.

This Administration, I want you to know, .will not rest until
every American child, wherever he may live, whatever his race,
religion, or national origin, has all the education he can usefully
absorb. The legialation which Congress enacted last year will
result in profound changes not only in education, but in our whole
future social and economic life. The new programs are going to
give fresh impetus to people and communities hitherto left behind

the rest of our nation.



Under these new circumstances, you as professional educators
will oceupy key roles in your communities. The financial headaches
of your schools are not over ~- in the nature of things, they never
will be «- but for the first time many of you will be able to '"think
big."

You will find that, in the councils of government, the educator
will no longer be sitting below the salt. Instead, he will be moving
a lot closer to the head of the table. In the state house, educators
will no longer risk being regarded merely as supplicants. Tomorrow,
the educator will be seen as a man who brings wealth into his community
-- and not just federal aid to education. For quality education attracts
and holds business and industry, creating new payrolls and new
resources. Indeed, a recent survey of 500 of our leading corpor-
ations showed that they base their decisions on the location of new
plants first of all upon the educational facilities of a community and
its commitment to their further extension.

I congratulate you on your new -= and abundantly deserved -~
status in our society. If I can offer one word of advice, it is this:

Let no feelings of false modesty induce you not to press your advantage

to the utmost.
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This new generation needs -- and deserves -- the best education
we can give themm. They are fine young people, with a great potential,
Juet as Tennessee is the Volunteer State, this is the volunteer
generation. Whether serving in uniform or in shirt-sleeves, at
home or overseas, they are giving generously and willingly of their
best.

A nation that can produce the kind of young men and women
who serve this nation in our armed forces, the Peace Corps, our
government missions overseas, in the CARE program, and in the
relief servies of our great religious denominations -« a society
with this degree of voluntarism is a society that has something to
commend itself to history. Never at any time has a nation given
so much in the cause of peace and humanity, and expected so little
in return, as the United States.

In the years immediately ahead, your young people will be
confronted with new challenges which will call upon every ounce
of their energy, intelligence and dedication.

They will have the task, first and foremost, of building an
enduring peace -~ a peace which will have to be built by a hundred
thousand individual, positive acts. For peace will not be built by

any grand gesture of magical formula. It will be built in the hot
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streets and muddy field of countries which did not édven exist
20 years ago. It will be built in long months of tireless, patient
negotiation over the most minor of international issues. It will
be built by people possessing adegyate knowledge of their world
and its complexities.

Our young generation will have the responsibility, too, of making
technological progréu the servant rather than the master of
humanity,

They will have the privilege of waging the war against poverty
which President Johnson has launched -~ an undertaking without
precedent in the history of the world.

But there is one piece of unfinished business we must not and

cannot leave to them, becausm it is far too urgent. We must make good,

in fact as well as in law, without delay or equivocation, the pledge

of our Constitution that all Americans, everywhere, ghall have

equal opportunity to enjoy the blessings of our Republic.

The greatest single contribution we can make to the future of
America is to see to it that each individual is given every opportunity
to make the most out of his life. We bear heavy responsibilities in
this world, and the denial to anyone of the right to participate in
shouldering them weakens this country. A century ago Abraham
Lincoln called America "the last, best hope on earth" -- and it

still is.
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Congress has recognized its responsibilities to our new
generation in the historic school legislation it adopted last year,
Members of Congress from the South -~ and particularly Senator
Bass, Senator Gore, Congressman Grider and other Tennessee
Congressmen -~ worked hard to achieve this,

Under the formulas adopted, the Southern states will, as a
group, gain the most. We expect the programs in the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act to bring 1.2 billion dollars to education
throughout the country during the first year of its operation, and
1.3 billion in its second. Roughly a half-billion of this will be
channeled each year into the elementary and secondary schools of
the South. They will receive more than fleie proportionate income
tax contributions.

Thie is as it should be. All the same, I think we should pay
tribute here to the many legislators from high-income states who have
consistently, over the last 25 years, worked to enact programs which
would cost their taxpayers fnore than they bring into their own states.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act will help approx-
imately seven million educationally deprived children from low-income
families.

Now for a few words about what the Act means to Tennessee.

As you know, it ficludes several different programs.
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First and most substantial in dollars, it provides aid to low~
income districts -~ that is, districts with a substantial number of families
with incomes of less than two thousand dollars. Our estimate is
that this can mean over 32 million dollars for Tennessee. The
indications are that some 300, 000 children in this state will benefit
from this part of the Act in the current fiscal year.

Nest, the Act provides funds for school libraries m;nd textbooks.
Our estimate for thil/:::rer 1.8 million dollars for Tennessee,

Further, it includes grants for supplementary educational centers
and services, estimated for Tennessee at almost 1.5 million ddlars.

Also, it offers grants to strengthen state departments of education
-~ estimated at almost 300, 000 dollars for Tennessee.

Another provision of the Act authorizes the Oiffice of Education
to step up the improvement of education through research and
development activities. Experts from all parts of the country have
been involved in the planning of the National Program of Educational
Laboratories, the largest single effort under this authority. Develop-
mental contracts for nine such laboratories were approved -s.nd
announced on March 1, Of these, two include parts of Tennessee
in the areas they serve -~ the Appalachia and the Central Mid-Western

Regional Educational Laboratories.
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Here, certainly, is opportunity for creative innovation in the
schools of Tennessee, as in schools throughout the nation. Here,
to revert to your theme for this year, is a new challenge for a new
century.

Those in our society who must need education too often have
been the ones least likely to receive it. Here I can speak out of
personal experience. When 1 was Mayor of Minneapolis, one thing
that perplexed me was why the best public services were in the areas
of the city that needed them the least, The newest schools were
located where people had the highest incomes; the best playgrounds,
where families had memberships in country clubs. Actually, the
best schools, playgrounds, and other facilities ought to be in the
areas that can least afford them. Otherwise, students whose home
environment is drab and dulling all too often find their schools equally
so.

We must mkke our schools lively and challenging to these young-
sters. We in Washington can't tell you how to do it, and we don't
intend to try. But we do hope and expect that you will come up with
new and effective teaching techniques which will make the schools
so interesting that there won't be any drop-outs. We can't afford
them, because we need well-educated people in our modern, techno-
logically advanced economy. Every school drop-out is a potential liability

to himself and to the community.
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In conclusion, 1 should like to direct your attention to the
international implications of education.

In his message to Congress on this subject a few weeks ago,
President Johnson said:

"Education lies at the heart of every nation's hopes and pur-
poses. It must be at the heart of our international relations."

Of course, I am sure you have felt this all along. But it is
new -- a real landmark in the history of American education == to
have it stated as national policy.

The proposed International Education Act of 1966 also embodies
that high commitment,

The keystone of the new program is the establishment within
the Department of Health, Zducation, and Welfare of a Center for
Educational Cooperation. This will bring into being for the first
time a general headquarters for coordinating our work in international
education,

The President has directed that funds be earmarked to strengthen
and enrich the curriculum relating to world affairs in elementary
and secondary schools. There is a provision also for establishing
a placement service to put our teachers in posts abroad, 8o as to add

their international experience.
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The proposed International Education Act will help our smaller
colleges so that they can better equip their graduates with knowledge
of the outside world. It will also support the further strengthening
of the larger universities as the nation's leading centers of advanced
training and resea#ch in international affairs.

In this connection, 1 want to congratulate Memphis State
University -- many of whose graduates, I understand, are here -~
on its plans to establish an Institute for the Study of the Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe. I am pleased, also, to hear that the University
hopes in the future to add a number of courses on China, and make
the Institute a major center for the study of 8ino-Soviet &ffairs,

I came back from my recent trip to Asia with a clear and strong
feeling -~ which, not being reticent by nature, I have frequently and
forcefully shared -~ that we Americans need to know much more about
the world in which we live -« and particularly about Asia, with its
two billion people. We are a world leader, but we have only half-
world knowledge.

It took World War II to bring us to the realization that we could
no longer ignore Europe. It took Vietnam -« the sorrow, the pain,

and the misery of that terrible struggle -~ to awaken us to Asia.



12

Education will become an increasingly important part of our
aid program in Asia. Already, for example, we have helped the
Government of South Vietnam more than double its classrooms,
nearly triple enrollment in primary schools in its first decade of
independence, and step up its enrollment in secondary schools by a
factor of better than six over the same period. More and more, we
see education as the keystone in the building of nations.

1 likettd think that mankind will come to regard the United
States, not as a gendarme among nations, but as a global center
of enlightenment and le'arning.

1 want us to understand that, important as nuclear power is, the
power of the mind and the spirit is more important. I want theiworld
to know that the America of the 20th Century is not only a nation that
steadfastly fulfils its commitments, it is a nation that inquires, that
seeks to learn, that honors the scholar and the teacher,

The educator is already as vital to our internafional relations as
the diplomat or soldier. I can foresee a time when he will be even
more important -~ the time when cooperation rather than conflict is
the rule in human relations and when, in the words of the prophet
Isaiah, "Nationa shall not lift up sword against nation, nor shall they

learn war any more, "

# 448



REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H, HUMPHREY BEFORE THE
TENNESSEE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE,
APRIL 1, 1966

I shall address my remarks today to your theme: "A New Century -- A New
Challenge. "

This theme has a special meaning for you as an organization, because last year
you celebrated your own centenary.

But it has a wider significance, for the entire South and for the nation. For it
marks thé beginning of a new century -~ the second century -- since the end of the Civil War.

It is a time to close the books once and for all on the past, and to look forward
to the future.

You yourselves took an important step forward last year, when you opened your
membership to Negro teachers.

[ am sure you will be even more effective in reaching your goals when all your
forces are united in the cause of better education for all of Tennessee's children. For,
as Thomas Jeffersan wrote soon after the founding of our Republic, our task must be to

"educate and inform the "whole mass of the people™, . . to "enable them to see that it is to

their interest to preserve peace and order , ., . they are the only sure reliance for the
preservation of our liberty. "

This new century holds great promise for Southern education and the people of
the South,

I say this for two reasons.

First, the far-reaching legislation enacted last year places us at the threshold of

a new era for all American education,
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And second, the South itself is clearly in the opening phase of a new cycle
of economic growth -- a new renaissance. This forward thrust will in large part be
fostered and sustained by your educational resources,

The American people have.glways pinned their hopes for the future -~ the
future of the nation and the future of their own children -- on education. This has been
particularly true in the South.

But, while the desire for good education in the South has always been strong,
harsh economic realities have limited educational opportunity.

But times are changing, and changing for the better,

The South is moving out of its old agricultural economy and into an industrial era.
The gap between the South and the rest of the nation is closing,

The economic gap is closing. We must also close the educational gap.

President ]ohnson is a former teacher., And so am [, This Administration,
I can assure you, will not rest until each American child has received, as the President
has said, "all the education he can take."

The laws which our American Congress enacted last year will bring profound
changes not only in education, but in our future economic and social life, The new
programs will give an impetus to people and communities hitherto lift behind the rest
of our nation,

Under these new circumstances, you as professional educators will occupy
key roles in your communities. The financial headaches of your schools are not over --
i n the nature of things, they never will be -- but for the first time many of you will be

able to "think big. "
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You will find that, in the councils of government, the educator will no longer
be sitting below the salt, Instead, he will be moving a lot closer to the head of the table.

In the state house, educators will no longer risk being regarded as supplicants.
Toworrow, the educator will be seen as a man who brings wealth into his community -- and
not just federal aid to education. For quality education attracts and holds business and
industry, creating new payrolls and new resources.

I congratulate you on your new -- and abundantly deserved -- status in our society.

And if I can offer one word of advice, it is this:

Let no feelings of false modesty induce you not to press your advantage to the
utmost.

This new generation needs -~ and deserves -- the best education we can give
them. They are fine young people, with a great potential.

Just as Tennessee is the Volunteer State, this is the volunteer generation.
Whether serving in uniform or in shirt~sleeves, at home or overseas, they are giving
generously and willingly of their best.

In the years immediately ahead they will be confronted with new challenges which wil
call upon every ounce of their energy, intelligence and dedication.

They will have the task, first and foremost, of building an enduring peace --
a peace which will have to be built by a hundred thousand individual, positive acts. Forpeace
will not be built by any grand gesture or magical formula. It will be built in the hot streets
and muddy fields of countries which did not exist even 20 years ago. It will be built in
long months of tireless, patient negotiation over the most minor of international issues. It

will be built by people possessing knowledge of their world and its complexities.
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Our young generation will have the responsibility, too, of making technological
progress the servant rather than the master of humanity.

They will have the privilege of waging the war against poverty which
President Johnson has launched -- an undertaking without precedent in the history of
the world.

But there is one piece of unfinished business we must not and cannot leave to
them, because it is far too urgent,

We must make good without delay or equivocation the pledge of our Constitution

that all Americans, everywhere, shall have equal opportunity to enjoy the blessings of our

Republic.,

Congress has recognized its responsibilities to our new generation in the historic
school legislation it adopted last year. Members of Congress from the South -- and from
Tennessee itself -~ worked hard to achieve this. Under the formulas adopted the Southern state
will, as a group, gain the most,

We expect the programs in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to bring
1.22 billion dollars to education throughout the country during the first year of its operation,
and 1,43 billion in its second.

Roughly a half-billion of this will be channeled each year into the elementary and
secondary schools of the Scuth, They will receive more than their proportionate income
tax contributions.

This is as it should be.

All the same, I think we should pay tribute here to the many legislators from
high-income states who have consistently, over the last 25 years, worked to enact programs

which would cost their taxpayers more than they bring into their own states.
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The Elementary and Secondary Education Act will help approximately seven million
educationally deprived children from low-income families. It authorizes grants to school
districts in approximately 95 per cent of the nation's counties.

Now for 2 few words about what the Act means to Tennessee.

As you know, it includes several different programs.

First and most substantial in dollars, it provides aid to low-income districts -~
that is, districts with a substantial number of families with incomes of less than two thousand
dollars, Our estimate is that this can mean over 32 million dollars for t‘I'ennessee.

The indications are that some 300, 000 children in this state will benefit from this
part of the Act in the current fiscal year. Over 200, 000 children are now being aided.
Projects have been approved already in 92 of Tennessee's 95 counties.

Next, the Act provides funds for school libraries and textbooks. Our estimate for
this is over 1.8 million do!lars for Tennessee.

Further, it includes grants for supplementary educational centers service, estimated
for Tennessee at almost 1,5 million dollars.

Also, it offers grants to strengthen state departments of education -~ estimated
at almost 300, 000 dollars for Tennessee,

Another provision of the Act authorizes the Office of Education to step up the
improvement of education through research and development activities. Experts from all
parts of the country have been involved in the planning of the National Program of Educational
Laboratories, the largest single effort unde r this authority.

Developmental! contracts for nine such laboratories were approved and announced
on March 1. Of these, two include parts of Tennessee in the areas they serve -- the Appalachia

and the Central Mid-Western Regional Educational Laboratories.
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Here, certainly, is opportunity for creative innovation in the schools of Tennessee,
" as in schools throughout the nation, Here, to revert to your theme for this year, is a new

Ll

. challenge for a new century.

‘ Those in ocur society who must need education too often have been the ones least likely
to receive it, Students whose home environment is drab and dulling all too often find their
schools equally drab and dulling.

We must make our schools lively and challenging to these youngsters.

We in Washington can't tell you how to do it, and we don't intend to try.

But we do hope and expect that you will come up with new and effective teaching
techniques which can stimulate these children -- give them a lift -- before it is too late to
help them.

As you know, legislation to improve and expand the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act is now before Congress, and I hope that it will be approved.

The dramatic new breakthrough this year, however, is toward wider international
horizons for education.

In his message to Congress on this subject a few weeks ago, President Johnson
said:

"Education lies at the heart of every nation's hopes and purposes. It must
be at the heart of our international relations.™

Of course, I am sure you have felt this all along. But it is new -- a real
landmark in the history of American education -- to have it stated as national policy.

The proposed International Education Act of 1966 also embodies that high commitment.

I recommend that you, as professional educators, give both the President's message and



the proposed legislation careful study.

I have time here to touch on only a few of their highlights.

The keystone of the new program is the establishment within the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare of a Center for Educational Cooperation. This will bring into
being for the first time a general headquarters for coordinating our work in international
education,

The President has directed that funds be earmarked from Title IV of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act to strengthen and enrich the curriculum relating to world
affairs in elementary and secondary schools.

The proposed International Education Act will help our smaller colleges so that they
can better equip their graduates with knowledge of the outside world. It will also support
the further strengthening of the larger universities as the nation's leading center of advanced
training and research in international affairs.

In this connection. I want to congradulate Memphis State University -- many of whos:
graduates, I understand, are here -- on its plans to establish an Institute for the Study of the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. I am pleased, also, to hear that the University hopes in the
future to add a number of courses on China, and make the Institute a major center for the study
of Sino-Soviet affairs,

I came back from my recent trip to Asia with a clear and strong feeling -- which, no
being reticent by nature, [ have frequently and forcefully shared -- that we Americans need to
know much more about Communist China. I welcomed the President's action opening up travel tc
China to scholars, and I hope that some of your Memphis State University scholars may be

able to go there.
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Education will become an increasingly important part of our aid praogram.
Already. for example, we have helped the Government of South Vietnam more than double
its classrooms, nearly triple enrollment in primary schools in its first decade of independence,
and step up its enrollment in secondary schools by a factor of better than six over the same
period. More and more, we see education as the keystone in the building of natlons.

There is much more -- including, what may be of special interest to many of
you here, the establishment of an American Educational Placement Service to help put our
teachers in posts abroad.

Let me finally make the point that we regard international education as a two-way
street. We are as eager to learn as we are willing to teach,

Among the proposals to this purpose, the most dramatic is the establishment of an
Exchange Peace Corps, a kind of YVolunteers to America." It will bring men and women
here from abroad, many to work in our schools to give Americans a deeper understanding
of other languages and cultures.

I have been a teacher of one kind or another all my adult life -- for, to be
effective in American public life, one has to be an educator too.

Therefore, it does my heart good to see education attain this new and high
status in our nation and in the world.

I like to think that mankind will come to regard us, not as a gendarme among
nations, but as a global center of enlightenment and learning,

The educator is already as vital to our international relations als the diplomat

or soldier.
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I can foresee a time when he will be even more important -- the time when

cooperation rather than conflict is the rule in human relations and when, in the wonids

of the prophet Isaiah, "Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nor shall they learn

war any more,"
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