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/,_ Soon after the founding of our Republic, Thomas 

Jefferson wrote of the need to "educate and inform the 

whole mass of the people 11 
• • • to 11en~ble them to 

......... 'P "4,...Q.,.__..,~- ... ~ 

see that it is to their interest to preserve peace and 

order ... they are the only sure reliance for the 
e , ...... 

preservation of our liberty. 11 

~ i~~he unit;d States have acted on his advice .• 

We have sought to build a society where ignorance is 
~ /JI,--tJ'I,._, 

the e~cep!ion and enlighten_[Tlen~ the rule. 



But we cannot afford to be complacent. 

In this fast-moving world there is ~e for 

We must face the fact that there are modern weapons ___.. 

which can destroy most of mankind in half an hour 1s time. 
~ 

/ We must face the fact that ~~r~s_of the world 

·s poor, hungry and sick and that the gap between the 
--- · -

rich and poor nations widens each year. 

/ We must face the fact that strong tides of scientific 

fDflj lli' and technological change are pounding in on our society -
-~--~~-

tides that we must master lest they wash right over us., 
~ - ~~ ·-,. 

/ we must face the fact of,..~~-IUa~n challenge --

he determined effort by others to fashion a world in 

which man would exist for the state, not the state for - -- ........ -
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J In such a worl~ we cannot afford anything but 

the fullest possible development of the potential of each 
~ .. - . 

of our citizensi( We can achieve that only through - ., . ........ 

education equal to the needs of our times -- education 
...-:;::::::-=!J -

Under t e leadership of Presid nt Johnson -- and with the 

support of the American people -- the Congress has 

enacted legislation to provide the opportunity for that 

educational e~~ce. ~ 
4 The Ele~entary and Secondary Education Act, the 

Economic Opportunity Act, the Vocational Education 

Amendments, Jhe Manpower Training and Development 
~ . 

Act, the Teaching Professions Act -- this is legislation 
__.. 

which provides us with the tools to let each American 

child lift himself to the upward limit of his talents. 
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~We expect the programs in the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act alone to put 1. 2 billion dollars 

into education during this first year of its operation 

and 1. 4 bi IIi on in the second . 
........ _. - , s 

.-< This law will help approximate! y seven million 

educationally-deprived children from low-income families. 
----,~---

/_ tt authorizes grants to school districts in approxi 

95 per cent of the nation's counties. l 

./__ includes grants for school libraries 

and textbooks and for supplementary education services. .... ...... . . - . -

J... Another provision authorizes the Office of Education 

to step up the improvement of teaching methods through 

research and development activities. Experts from all 

parts of the country have been involved in the planning 

of the national program of Regional Educational Laboratories0 
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Developmental contracts for nine such laboratories, 

in different parts of the country, were approved and 

announced on March l. These laboratories will, we 

hope, develop many new ideas and test them out in 

practice. 

In these and other new or expanded education 
:;;Jill' -- .. . . - . -

programs, we seek to strengthen -- not weaken -- the 
-~---

raditional local control of our schools. We seek to help 

you meet the needs of your own community. 

/ It will be up to you to decide whether you want 

just an adequate -- or even just a good -- school system, .. , 

or whether you will seize this opportunity to strive for 
~ 

exce lienee. 
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~ There are dollars and cents involved here, too. 

Our experience has shown that good schools mean not 
_. i' u 1M an· 

mly good education but economic progress for the commur}Jty. 
.. ., ~ .. ,_ ,., .......... -....~ ,.... . . .-.....- -- ~ 

A recent survey of 500 corporations shows that, 

when they plan to locate a new plant or factory, one 

of the first things they look at is the local school system. 

And, believe me, they don't look just at what -
y~u_'ye r92ne. They want to know what you're planning 

to do -- whether your school system wi II be moving 
sorrM?!F C" 

s I 

ahead of the times, not lagging behind th2JP ••• 
I 

whether it wi II be preparing young people for the tasks 

of tomor!:_ow, or those of yesterday.~ 

{ Every area in America is rich in human resources. 

The question is what we do with those human resources. 

~ How do we refine the basic product? How do we 

get at the 11gold11? 



L_rhe real wealth of America is the wealth of our 

trained minds. Modern science and technology require 

those minds. 

,/ Our federal programs are tools waiting to be put 

to work by you. --
0~ :Ou who must make the selection, who must 

determine the right "mix11 for your community. 
~ 7 =· • 

We know the possibilities that lie ahead. 

Visual aids, educational TV, and teaching machines - ---
have not yet been used to their full potential. 

( We have ~e~n to emphasize the importance of 

understanding the basic structures of mathematics, 

langua es, and the physical and biological sciences. 

As you know, the new approaches in these subjects 

have shown that our young people have an astounding 

capacity for learning when they are really challenged ---and excited in the classroom. 
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/ We must make the learning process exciting, too, 

in the teaching of the humanities, the social sciences 
.., . » ·va 

and the arts. For these are the disciplines which 

approaches with the vital spark that only a ski lied teacher 
. ·~·· 

can provide. But I believe that such balances can be 

achieved in almost every subject area • 
.........__~ ...... ..;_,.. ·i>t-

~ One challenge to our schools looms high over 

everything else -- the education of the poor and the 

deprived. 
" :,.tU..O..i 

~r experience with Project Head Start has already 

been enough to show unsuspected possibilities for stirring 

and inspiring young minds in families and communities 

long left behind the rest of us.~ 

If school dropouts continue at their present pace, 

we shall have in ten years some 32 million adults without 



) 



- 9 -

J.. a high school education, in an economy demanding more 

ski II and education than ever before. 
·=---
~Can our nation afford this shocking waste of its 

human resources? 

L. Can we afford, ten years from now, to sustain so 

many millions of Americans without adequate training? 

Can we afford the cost of public welfare for those not 
-~ ... ~.----...... - 4 

"Always ask for the order." 
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I ask that you apply this measure to any decision 

which may be yours to make: Will my action be good for 

the children in my communitis schools or will it not? 

There can be no other . 

.....,.,... I 

general education in America, he kriew its necessity. 

For, as he often said, we cannot be both i norant 

and free. As between the two, we have little choice. 
~ 

Yours is that choice to make. 

# # # # 
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