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om who will accu of n potlsm 

for In her tod y. H ver, I have I ays tho ght 
not 

t !!!,POtism referred to nep ws and/ to nieces; besid s, 

I · e it, all I m doing ere on this lovely sprin 

it nn n r fri n . 

ing . lth young o Je invarl bly turns y min 

to the futur • 

about It -· th Gr e s consult or cles nd om ople 

till rely upqn a crystal II, the J II of cards, or the 

lin s in he palm of their han s. 



I 

... 2 .. 

-
o on , of course. can pr let wit any certainty 

the futur of y given individual ·- and perh p f r our 

own comf rt, at is just as 11. 

v r, we are m vi to t e point . er · e can 

sketch in th m jor, O¥ r II outlin s of the future ·~ and 

rlous attempts ar being m e to o so. 

T m rican cademy of ci nces l cr ating 

HCommisslon 0 th Hear 2 . • n t I ast h If a dozen 

o ozen 

boo s have been published on thls them • 

t ou t you mi t In rested in recent ffort 

by t ·e nd Corpor tlon, on of our I lng re rc 

agencie • T y us w t t y called t e ' I 1u t c ni u • 

But, Ins ead of the oracl at -I hi that th anci nt Greeks 

consult , th y sought t coli ctiv vi of pr sent-

day oracl s -- engin er , p yslclst , socl I scientists, and 

the li . 
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re•s wha thes experts g nerally predict for 

1984 -- 18 years from n : 

• In rlcultur , he Jar -seal u of 

a at r. 

• In m lcin • th transplantation of natur I or ns 

and t u of rtlal 1 one • 

• In psychiatry, th wi spread application of dru s 

that contro.t or modify t personality. 

• In education, th use of sophisticated teae Jng m chines. 

• In orldwJ communication, th v ryday employmen 

f translatln machanes. 

• In industry, xt nslve use of aut tion, up to nd 

lnctu lng som kin s of clslon-making at the m nag ment 

I v I. 

• In spac , t stabllshment of rm n nt base upon 

he oon. 
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om f you m y say t t re is n hin .. v ry 

n you woul rl ht. 

rl nee that It ta s 10 t 30 year for 

i e to a Its way rom its in ptlon In scientist's 

min to It pr - practl 1 application. Ther for , the 

exl ts, In em ryo, In t y•s res rc 

bllshm nts. 

for th year 2 , haw ver, th s expe$ f r&see som 

really far-out o V: lopm n " • 

· Th augmentation of o r f supply by lar e·scale 

oce n f rmln n th f rtcation of synt etic protein. 

• Con rol o he t r, at I st o r ion I s le. 

• Tb us of c ntr lied t rmonu r en r y _s major 

sourc of 

• Th correctlo of hereditary fects throug the 

modification of enetic chemi try. 
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• In s ce, t e mining n nufactur f propell nt 

mat rials on the moon nd t e I n 1 ng of n on 

• T creation, in the I ratory, of prlml I forms 

of artlfici I llfi • 

T ese, then are the ucat gu sses of 82 modern 

oracl s ut t broa lin s of th futur • ut I su pect 

t at you r Jso interes i kn in : ' 

for m ? • 

good rt of your future lre y kn from the 

pasl 

Brown and iss lurton ten me t at 95 to 100 

per cent of th gr uates of ton- rms go on o con , 

n I am ur this will contlnu to be so. st you 

Ill r u ~ fr m college; ny Ill do post-graduate ork. 
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fr m past xperienc , th ex rts ave a 

pretty I of hat you s n. -- and as om n 

col s -- wilt doln • 

0 - If II merl n omen re marrl at t e 

age of 20 or for .• 

n · ... If of II rican omen ve t eir I st child 

bf t lr t .lrtl year. 

n are living lon r ..... longer t an m n, in fact. 

y rn in 1900 ad n v r e lif xpectancy of 

y rs. It is 73. 

I n oth r words, ther ' lo of llf _ to be nved fter 

th chil r n iVe rriv rtln ntly, after 

th y s rted school. n om . r puttfn th 

vlntag ye rs to good us • 

I opl still think of th w king oman 

s aRosl· th 
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T r e ucatlon a wom n h s, t e or li ly 

Is to o k o or In later lif • 

in th fi ure for om n 1n 

4S to S4 

In thi bracket, only 1 per c nt the wo n lth 

less t an ig t y rs ucation ar In our bor force -­

that is, workin or lookl g for wor • 

r con e r u tes, the fl ur · 1 59 per cent. 

for omen ith one or or y ar of gr u work, I is 

r cent. 

. y I t Is t 

n r son ts th edu or II ly 

o 9 r stl s sitting about their om II y ton • 

not r Is hat t ey xpect mor ut of lit for 

th m nd th ir children. Th y go o work to het 

ut their childr n t roug coli g ...... to lp buy boat or 

a vacation co -- or for r ys of steppln up th 

family' rd Uvln n it njoyment of life. 
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But th t reason of II Is t at ucated o n 

re sorely n needed in t I compl x economy of 

our • imply can't afford now y to do I h · t t 

If of our reclous stock of brains nd ability hlch 

is ssess d by women. 

spite th fact th t re oln better In this r spect 

h n most oth r c untri s, I still r m ins true hat th 

ric st und r·utiUz r sour in A erlca is the talen of 

its wo n. 

e're in ing to r nil! t is in ra.ctice s ell 

s in th ory. hich hav tradltionaJiy 

n o n o wome ar oi up. r and mor fl 1 s 

for rly r rv d to m n ar In to all co r • 

d t er •s much mor r acJin ss to mploy ol er om n 

nd o schedul Job on a partUme sl -- particularly her 

they av ducation n abUI o r. 
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t i for xampl on field traditionally open to 

omen -- th of t aching. ThankS to t n impor nee 

giv n to education in our national Ute -- e~ mplifl by 

the I ndm rk legisl tion en ct by Congr ss last y ar -· a 

erl bl renal sance Is goln on in t I fl ld. T y It 

is nl up, th r wtll mple sc for every ounce o 

zest an ere lve i agination you n ring to lt. 

But t r r gr at opportunities In th so-call 

en's fi Ids a w 11. There are gr in numbers of omen 

In busin s, omen lawyers, omen m t em lei n , om n 

sci ntists, ev n women en In Th pion r, of cours , 

Ill lways t at tho wh foil her will 

par • ut, 11 e he lone r in ny fl I , sh will lso 

have gr a opportunities. 

tt seem still to be more difficult for om n to get 

int medical school than for m n of uat llity. 
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But the rewards are great. She will be entering a field 

tvlth the highest average income of any profession. And 

she can carry on a parttlme practice at home even while 

her children are still babies. 

The point of these remarks about the future of women 

is this: The thoroughly modern young woman plans not 

only for marriage and children, but for a working life 

outside the home. 

Some of you may not think that you will ever need 

to work, or even want to work. But bear two things In mind. 

First, 15 Or 20 or 25 years from now, you may want to 

work. If so, there is very great advantage In bel ng prepared .... 

It can melll the difference between a routine job and a 

challenging, reasonably well-paid one. 

Second, many of you who never have occasion to look 

for a paid job will be movl ng Into one or more of the many 

fields for voluntary activity which our pluralistic society offers. 
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An t mor you c n brln o th m In the y o tr lning, 

th mor in r sti nd re nslble rol s y u n as ir to. 

u n rtai t1 t th futur , t ucated 

m _n or m Is ith th m. 

An I nestly nev th t you r fortu te In the 

In hlch you re gr in up. For into 

soci ty In hie , r idly lncr sin , n Ill c m 

into th lr -· not only as lv s n mot ers, ut s 

m nlngful in our conomic nd 

pr f ssi n I II hoi nd ntlr human 

Jngs. 
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TRANSCRIPT- REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY 
HOLTON-ARMS SCHOOL May 11, 1966 

Thank you, thank you very much. 

Thank you, ~iss Brennan,. I have never had so many beautiful girls on their 
knees before me in my life. First 7ld. I want to · exprees my greetings to Miss 
Brown and Miss Lurton, ~.rs . Moore and the members of the faculty, and those 
parents, if any, that are here this morning - and above all to the students. 
And then I 31-nt to thank my niece, Ann, · for letting me come out here. I kept 
asking he~ then can I come and visit your school?~ And she has put me off now 
for months and months and months, and finally she waited until I had a bad cold 
and she sai~t$f you are not feeling well some day - if you have a bad colEl, you 
can come) and. this is the best daJ) as I have the worst cold I have had in years. 

I am going to take a little time this morning to discuss a ~w things with 
you and th~~as I said to Miss Brennan, if it is agreeable with you, I thought 
you might www want to ask me questions. In that waV'you can get into the act 
and you can even ask a question lite senators do. When. senators ask questions, 
they make a short speeJch and then end 'up by saying .! !sn 1 t that so?" Or,¥ do 
you agree with me?~ This is what we call the senatorial rhetorical question, 
and lou are invited 'to ao that provided your. speeches are no longer than mine. 
aM 1tccording to ;.1hat I have heard from Miss Brown, we have to be out · of here 
by lO:SO~so we will try to keep the questions and answers to a reasonable size 
and length. 

Well, I am go1ng to talkt to you about a subject that is very close to your 
hear/-- about today and tomorrmf. No :peed · of talking about yesterday - it is 
gone. We will learn only from the exp.erieric~s of yesterday - that is the 
importance of that day. I have said t6 :inany audiences of young people that 
while ILkl!low itis very important that ,ieustucy history~ 
~-' and I believe that th~. s'~~dy of· 'history is- one of the 
essentials of a good education,....it is :~· ·mush more important that you make 
history in your own. time and your own 'way~ - that you make your own contribution. 

Nmf you have heard many people tell, you ·that these are very difficult days. 
I am sure your parents have said that. I am sure that you have heard either 
your father, ~your mothe~ or both,complain on occasion that these days are not 
like the good old days,and I want to tell you that is true. They are a .good 
deal better than the good old days. The good old days were never very good in 
the first place, and most people look bac,tc with a gegree of; nostalgic happiness 
because they have forgotten some of the t:mgs that happened to them that were not 
too pleasant. But what difference does it make what the good old days were like? 
We are stuck with the days that we have and we have to face up to what we have 
now both in challeng~d opportuniti~s, and problems and difficulties. I happen 
to th•nk that these the most exciting days of all civilization, and I want 
to talk with you about them and iX why I believe what I just said. 

Now mankind has always been interested in the future . This is why poople, 
when you ~ go uptownnin Washin~ton or e~or~1 you will see signs that will 
l:ilee tAts -!.Palmist -.. 1'\ead 'four tpalms and tell rour fhture:' The Gr-eeks used 
to go :;Worto the Del~racle • They wanted to find out ab~t the future. A 
modern man goes to the computor and the great transistor. ~hat i~ the great 
transistor computor is supposed to tell him something about the future. P' 

say 
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I suppose some of you have relatives that even read tea leaves and some of them 
~ play cards and can read the cards and - ohJ there ar~ all kinds of 
ways that people try to find out about the future , but the only real way you can 
find out about the future i& to live it.~Now you can make some judgments . 
about tomorrow)and I want to ~alk to you a little bit about some of the i\ngs that 
will be with,us tomorrow and ~hat ' kind of a tomorrow you are going to see. You are 

~
·n to say-~Why would the Vice President knolv anything abo 1. t . tomorrow?"' Only because 

" or ed with~ programs that are directed towards tomorrow. I have spent many years 
o my life as the Chairman in'the f~d of Medical Research 'and Science . I am 
preseniny Chairman of the National Space Council working with our astronauts and 
our space scientists. I have been deeply interested in oceanography which tells ~s 
about the ocean and the possibility of the ocean as a source of food, of minerals, 
indeed of life itself. So what does tomorrow tell us! Well, let us give you one 
fact for example. Over three-fifths of the earth is ar/id. It does not produce 
food or fibre, but if it had water , it could. Now the good Lord provided plenty 
of water . The trouble is man has never used his ingenuity to channel that water 
to where it is needed. There are literally billions of gallons of water going to 
waste every day into the Hudson Bay that, with some new engineering, could be 
diverted so never again would there ever be a drought in North~ast America1such 
as you read about last year when they were worried about 1whether there would be 
an adequacy of water_$upply in New York City. There aree hundreds of millions, 
yea billions, of gallons of water that go to sea every month; every week, out::. · 
of Alaska, all of which by modern engineering and particularly with the development 
of nuclear power, could be channelled and tunnelled down into the great waste lands o 
of the &cky (#4untain areas, the deserts of the..Wouthwest of the United States into 
California and never again would there be a problem of water . '"'#? This is not sea 
water I am talking about. This is good, perfectly clean, unpolluted water by the 
way. You can drink it right out of the stream. It is so pure that it would not 
even require chlorine. Imagine drirking water without chlorine. You have never 
had the experience aro1md here, I am sure, but it is a fact this is something 
that can .be done. But the great source of water is the sea, and we are now 
beginning to ~elop ways and means of desalinization, taking the salt out of the 
sea water~~he nation that perfects the desalinization of sea water first will 
be the most powerful nation on the fact of the earth. And when that comes, when 
desalinization becomes economically feasible, which is only a short time away, then 
the problem of food production is over and the so called Malthusian Theory of the 
pressure of the population on food supply will be somet~~~~ is put aside in 
the archive$, l3 &eaue ""there is plenty of land for people: great deal of the 
space on this earth is uninhabitec . With all of the talk abo_ut the excess populationr 
and there is in many countrie terrific population pressure .-Jor example in India 
and in China~ there is no shortage of land in the world for people . In fact 
in Americaj we have ~ vast strut l s u£ ~zD.Km!!ZK(UmlBXl;tnsx:htEZ&Z:szi:Bx:a:x:Eilai: ..;f 
smmex'tmtmm~exttz:tsxe.E0Jl0m:iEailJ:zmaEakalli:tD:lKuzx~z qf are~here no 0 ves ~/ r 
and the reason no one lives there is ,; in a real sense because it is economicallf · ·"' 
uninhabitable. It is 1 difficult, if not impossible, to produce the resources 
that are needed. .J' 
(sounds like the Senate. We have those bells up there)~ ~desalinization __ -yv/­
we are coming to it .-@nly recently I was in the Virgin Islands and dedicated a 
plant where then were taking wa~r out of the sea and it becomes potable,~ usable 
water for humanUconsumption .... ~1ihis, of course, will solve the problem l'of water 
supply f in California for the irrigation of Arizona and New Mexico.JBUt even 
without changing sea ·water into fresh water1 we can do it by engineerin~ using the 
available water supply that is lin our rivets and lake~ that is yet untapped and 
flows into the seaef4 Now that is one thing. What else are we going to do? We are 
going to be able to mine the oceans - gold, silver, iron ore out of the oceans. 
~le are already mining the ocean for oil. We have huge derricks in the North Sea 
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One of the greatest oil basins has been discovered off the coast of Holland 
and gas wells in the ocean. There is no reason at all why the ocean bed 
should not be used to bring forth the materials and minerals and gas and oils 
that i::x are there. And we are learning now a great deal about that. This 
government is putting forth sUbstantial investments in ceanography and much 
more in what we call the geologica~survey to find out what is in the gro~~' 
what resources are available here.JDut we will also be farming the ocean_ ~ 
will literally be using the ocean we~ as well as, of course, the fish in the 
sea much more than ever to feed people. The protein in fish has saved humanity 
for centuries. It has been the major source of food for most of the children 
of this earth for centuries. We will also be making synthetic proteins. People 
can not live without proteins. We will make it in laboratories. We will no 
longer_..,.grow it. It will be manufactured just 01.1 t of chemistry. In fact we are 
even &4 the sta~now where we can look forward to the artificial creation of 
life itself«--~ this is in the embryonic· stage, but this will be possible. 

Now let me tell you a little bit about space. You have read about the 
communications satelite. You have seen Early Bird and many of you have seen the 
television that comes in from England or Paris or Rome. Now that is all done 
by what we call the communications satelite under the CONSAywhich is our 
~mnrunications..Satelite ~rporation. I was one of the senators,....when I was a 
senatorr-that strongly supported that proposal. This is a public and private 
cooperative endeavor managed by private ~viduals and not government. We 
think it is better that way. W'8 lruoe pat l;his sateliteji tt was launched by 
your government by a huge launch rocket and put into proper orbit in space 
and it is a communications satelite for the purposes of tela-communications, 
telephone, radio, television and all of the communications that we need. But 
one of the problems with all of t hese communication sat&lites is that they 
occasionally, ]ike your TV, ~ have troUbles - they go out, they just don't 
work. Well, when theyrease to operate, the~hat do you have to do? You have 
to put up a new one under present standards~hat costs millions of dollars! 
So what are we going to do~ Why do you think that Col. White under the Gemeni 
I think it was 5 or 4 - I have forgotten the series now, under the Gemini 
flight, when McDevitt and Col. White were in the Gemini capsule, and Col White_; 

you may recall, walked outJ JDEX on that flight and was out on a tether, walking 
around in space. Remember that picture that some of you have seen? Now why do 
you think we tried that? Just to see if it was fun? Not at all. We are now 
doing that for the purpose of seeing whether or not he can operate in space and 
whether or not he can use tools in space and whether or not, if we could cut the 
rope from him, he could walk out in space and he could go along the side of the 
communications satelite and he could walk out and repair it. Just exactly as a 
telephone man repairs your telephone,or a radio man repairs your r~gio, or a TV 
man repairs your television, only I hope better than that becaus~~ them don't 
repair the televisions too good• ,.Sut this is what we are working on and within 5 years, get this, within 5 years, your brothers will be going up in satelites2 
in a space capsule.1rhey will open the door of the space capsule, they will walk 
out of the space capsule, they will take with them their tools, they will repair 
the communications satelite, the weather sa~ite, they will repair any satelite 

~that.is/up there in orbit, just exactly as a repair man does it here on earth. 
II~, ~~ are even now contemplating a laboratory in orbit. This is what we call 

the man~orbiting laboratory. Now what will that be? That will be a room about 
the size of a living room in your home - maybe smaller - let's say the size of 
the dinette. I don't knOli how ~big a dinette you have, but it will be something 
in which four or five mencan walk around and work jlf'I. It will be an orbiting 
laboratory. It will be up there orbiting the earth at 18,000 miles an hour. 
Men will be inside with all kinds of equipment. They will be living normal 
lives inside of that orbiting laboratory, and when they get the signal they will 
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go out and repair or they will go out and walk around in space. They will make all 
kinds of observations of the stars. This is scheduled for the early 1970's so it 
is not far away. This is 1966. 4fJ3y the time these young ladies have graduated from 
high school we will already have had a man stationed on the moon and he will be 
communicating with the moon just like you go from here to Baltimore. And it won't 
take much longer. Well

1 
it will take a little longer, but not much. The truth is 

that we plan on landing on the moon so that we can go to Mars. And ±KK all of thisJ 
which was once talked about like it was a Buck Rogers fiction stor~ is now a matter 
of science and technology. Now you say, "What does this mean"? "~Vhat does this 
mean to you". Well, of course it means a whole new dimension o£ understanding and 
learning. It definitely means we have upgraded our education. That is wqy there 

~higher standards of education today. But it means that we learn much for our 
civilian life. For example, we have learned how to miniaturize everything. ~ 
ueed to have te have la;pge boxes fep our - aike @ur present televisions of today 
are about half the size that they were five years ago. The television of the 
future ~will primarily be just a screen. Most of the mechanism will be so 
miniaturized that ·Y'Ol:l talk abollt thQ t'Rifl tele1~siga it will just fade-just 
down like that. We have

1 
for example; presently on our big bombers what we call 

our computers, and we have our different transistors for electronic devices. 
At one time the boxes on those transistors were as big as this podium. Today they 
are about two inches by two. We ~av/ leanned how to miniaturize~ Let me give you 
one example. ~ ~Ware preparing batteries.~ 
We will have an atomic battery that can ,~7, used as a mechanical heart, a heart that 
can be put inside a person who has a ba~ heart, a mechanical heart and a battery 
that will keep that heart beating at normal pulse rate for twenty _years. And ~t 
battery will not be any bigger than the tip of your finger. An~satope. An ,..l§atope 
battery. Now these are not fairy tales. These are things xxex that are already in 
existence~ ~1Ehe reliabili ty yet has to be perfected but we know that they will 
work. \ole are developing nuclear engines that will be used for the .pbbing of Jupiter 
and Mars - that will have sustained lif7 a power that runs not for seconds br not 
for minutes like the present solid fuel or liquid f;wl missile, but w:Q.l 1M for 
weeks. Unbelievable things :t;1M are in the offing•11 Well this is the realm of 
science. Now where does the lady or the woman fit 1nto ?his? Wel7in most countries 
womAn are the great resource of intelle~t,~talent,and vreativity. The American 
scene is just now beg~in~ to understand that the greatest untapped creative resourse 
is the American worn~~ the fiel~of medicine, science, engineering, architecf.;{ture, 
Of course we have always had the ladies for purp9~s of design, interior decorat 
and so on, but this is only the beginning. Take~exarnple the Scandinavian countrie • 
So% of all the doctors are women. AUd some of the best medicine in the world is 
practised in the Scandinavian countries. And in the Soviet Union - I don't say that 
we should emulate them, but they have learned to use their resources. M0 st of the 
doctors are woman. And scientists;jipace ~ science is not a 
£1rogative of men. I predict that in 15 years a large numberof the space scientists 
<~ill be woiiBI!'. And woiTWI.I'r'will just as surely be in space capsul~ and doing space 
work as men. No doubt about it! This is what we mean by a fully developed society. 4f rfell/these are just a few. of the matters I wanted to touch on. By the way, weather -
I am sure that our friend?in Ohio and Michigan and other states where they have had 
the killing f.rost~would have liked to be able to control weather. We will be able 
to control weather. We'll determine when it is going to rain and when we need rain. 
We will be able to do this scientifically. Already we are able to make weather 
predictions that are very accurate. In fact your newspaper in Washington today can 
get a continual weather map~Off a satelite that ta~s a continuous picture of 
weather all over the world ~ going all the time~~~t sweeps an area of about 
5000 miles in one picture and it show all the clouds, Ht:::si1t'W the tornadoes, iL=shmJs 
the rain. I~ efiows the cyclones. If there is a typhoon, it is all there - a continuous 
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weather picture. We have made fantastic developments in~h t already. And we're 
learning about the sun - something we never knew before ~ u know the primitive 
people worshipped the sunland you know in many ways they have been worshipping 
what they thought was lire because the sun is life -we can't live without it. It 
is in a very real sense the source of life.. And so "t:rere were the sun gods and the 
primitive people had an intuition about life,~~ scientifically quite accurate, and 
we are learning a great deal now about the sun. t:{rwellJ now let me move you quickly 
then to where we are on earth. Much of what I have said will apply industrially 
and commercially, and it will apply to tAe li~e of your life and your boyfiemd's 
life and your husband's-to-be life and your father's life. I expect to be around 
long enough to see most of this myself. In fact, if they just keep doing as good 
in the medical profession as they are1 why we will all be around here a lot longer•. 
By the wayJ inthe ;ymr 1900 the life eXpectancy of a woman was 48.t:oday it is 73. 
By 1980 i "t' will be over 80. So we are going to have more old eo le and more ......_[ of America 
young people. 50% of the population is under • Under age 2 • <f«txbq.re'!'cnnrt This year 
50% of the total population of this country. So we have a group of ~eel'*' *hat 
~older people - more of them - and larger nurnberof real young people. This in 
turn changes the politics of a country, changes the economy because much of the 
economy has to be geared now for the needs of the young people~ Y.9ung families, 
and surely our whole educational XJBtem structure is changed,~l~e~J:ndous demand 
for education - never anything like it before. And the influen~e of government 
upon education - the tremendous need of aid to education~and then the whole 
matter of our elderly people. Their medical care, and not .~only their medical 
care. They don't want to just sit around. They want to be useful citizens. And 
how do we gear them into the useful life, into ±me creative, productive life~ 
Up till now we have had compassion reeen~. We used to stash them away in the 
poor house. Now wehave taken down the old County Poorhouse and we have given them 
Medicare. Well/that's an improvement. But most people don't want to just have 
pills and hospital beds. The want to be busy. And in fact if you are not doing 
something, there is not much use living anyhow. And so we are going to work out 
in our social, economic structure ways and means for people 70 years of age, 
75 years of age, 80 years of age, to do creative, productive, satis~ing work. 
That is your job. You are going to have to figure that one out because just as 
students today can . .frooh governments down,..-and they do i n countries- I predict 
that unless there is activity - creative, productive activity - for our elderly 
citizens in the years to come, they will bring governments down, because youth 
has no monopoly on revolution. You'd be surprised - even people in middle age 
and late middle age get a little revolutionary once in a while. And when you 
don't have anything else to do after age 65 or such an age, why you can be 
just about as rambunctious as a teen ager. ~d you know more tricks because ~ 

you have been around more. Ne u'aat 88e11ti 'if Now what can you do to be helpful--
not to yourself - remember your job is not to serve yourself. The purpose of an 
education is to enrich your life so that you can enrich the liofes of others. 
And I know that it costs a great deal to go to a fine school, but you remember 
this, no matter how much your parents pay to send you to this school, it is only 
a small down payment on what you receive. \f,ho can pay for a)tibrary? How can you 
put a value upon the works of Shakespeare? How can you put a value upon the Bible 
itself. One of the truly great literary documents as well as~~spiritual document. 
How canyou put value u~on the inheritance of science? The library is the 
accumulated inventory of civilization. And when I hear people~ "Well, I sent 
my daughter or my son to a good school, and I paid their way1 "

1 :J'hat is a fellow -
well he has confused his own mind and he is living iJlxx under an illusion. And l tnA.. ~ 
have heard many students say" I earned my way through the universi ty11 ~\:..again "' f 

he just proves that he didn!t learn anything. Because how can a person pay for a 
University education{ How do you you pay for a Pericles, and an Aristotle and a 
Plato? How do you pay for the wfiritngs of Thomas ~uinas or John Locke or Thomas 
Jefferson? ----{ CrY1 ld-) 
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You can't pay for that. These are jewels, priceless gems of wisdom. What you're 
doing is to pay for the upkeep of the school,-that 1 s all. You really don't pay 
for the education. So you owe - you're going to owe society for the rest of your 
life. And you're the ones that owe it. Remember you have had the break, the 
advantage. Just li.J(e I have. I have had the privilege of many years of a 
university education given to me. Oh)I worked every day, I know, and Iwould go 
around telling my children "If you worked as hard as Dad did, you would mderstand 
things". You've heanlthatbefore. And I shouldn't tell you this 'cause you'll 
tell them. I don't want you to let a word of this out of this room, but really 
I didn't work as hard as I say I do. But I never really did pay for that education. 
Oh, I paid the tuition. I earned the money to buy my clothes and books. But if I 
live to be 100 and if I worked 24 hours a day in service to the community, I would 
only make a down payment on the interest that was due on what was given me. 
Now the person who really owes society nothing is the person who really ge~nothing 
from society. That is w~ed people like you in the Peace Cf3[s today. Because 
you have ability and you at'e going to be needed-iE a lfePJ:d tha: f there is going to 
be peace in this worl~ it is because people are going to have enlightenment, not 
because we build bigger weapons. American isn't as strong as its military. Americ~ 
is as strong as its social structure, as its ideals, as its ideas, as its people. 
~e military is but a reflectionof the real substance of the society. General 
Eisenhower once said that the military is but the cutting edge of the strong blade 
of the American society. Just the cutting edge, that is just what you see, but 
behind it there has ba~"'to be church, and school, and family, and industry; and jobs, 
and education, and health, and good human relations. We are going to need you in 
in the Peace Corps. It's going to be a thrilJ ing experience for you, not easy. 
There are not going to be any easy experi ences for you in the days ahead. You are 
going to live in a world that is almost on the brink of disaster every day. H. G. 
Welles said "Civilization is a race between educa 1tion and catastrophe. And your 
question is who w~ the race? Education or catastrophe? You are living in a 
nuclear age. YouYl.iving in an:;r t:llne there is a war, it could become a nuclear 
war and if it be~mes a nuclear war, you've had itl Don't worry- I know a little 
bit about this. I just visited our nuclear arsenal. I want to let you in on a 
fact. We have enough weapons to destroy this world three times over. And the 
Russians have enough for two times over. Then add the French and the British and 
you can get everything. In case we miss it the first time, we can do it over again. 
That is the kind of world we created. But the same mind that created that atomic 
weapon and ~ split the atom fExNB for weapons purposes is the very same mind and 
person that can use that atomic power for good, - Tremendous goodl Everything has 
its evil ~swell as its good purpose. The surgeon's knife that can save your 
life, if in the hands of a surgeon brings you life. In the hands of a culprit of 
a murderer takes your life. It's the same instrument. It just depends upon how it 
is put to use. The same medication that eases your pain and heals you if given in 
too large doses can destroy you. So it's all a matter of ethics and morals. We 
are going to need you in the Peace Corps to take the message of peaceful living - of 
understanding and learning to people throughout the world. And remember that what 
happens in the Middle East may be more important to you than anything that happens 
in the Middle West . What happens in Southeast Asia may do more to determine yours 
life than what happens in all of America. So we're tied in this world. We are 
going to need you in the Foreign Service, in the State Department. We are going 
to need better diplomats and we do need them. America has world-wide responsibilities. 
And again it's a challenge - it's exciting - it's demanding as well. And finally I 
want to say that we are going to need you as doctors and engineers and scientists 
and teachers - teachers by the thousands at home and abroad- we're going to need 
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you in the struggle to upgrade our fellow Americans. And there are millions of our fellow Americans that need a better life. Now I know that you have been t old, as I have been, that it is all their fault. Some of you. And many time, I want to be frank with you, when you see the way people act, and you see what they do, you don't have much sympathy for them, and I have heard people say that the reason these people are ne'r-do-wells is because of this and because of that - and someone else will say that the trouble wi th the poor people is they just don't have any ambition. I have heard all of that and so of you. Well now some of that may be tru~ but so whatl There happens to be about one-fiftt of your fel~ow Americans - and they are not all negroes by a long shot - 10% of them are white - and 30% are negroes that are in what we call the catagory of the poor. They are -people rl with a family income of under $3,000. a year . You go home and ask your family how you would get alohg on a family income of $3,000. a year. Most of them are under $1,006 a year in America . Your daddy can't park his car for thatl Now these are the people that are today a part of our community and are living in our big cities and they are living .jout in rural America . There are 15,000,000. Americans that can neither read nor write that are adults. They can't work in a restaurant because they can't fill out the ticket. They can't work in a filling station because they can't even read the figures on the gas pump. They are unemployables until they are retrained, but they can learn, and we f01.md that out . We put some of these young men today by their choice in the JOB COORE. You ha vB heard of JOB CHORE. And what you generally hear is that when one of them gets in a car and gets drunk and has an accident - or you hear that there were 100 JOB CHORE boys in a camp and 25 of them went A.W. O.L. The just left- didn't turn up or they got in town and got into a fight. Well I want to tell you that is most likely true, but the point is those 25 were fighting someplace else before they got into the JOB CHORE AND THEY WERE GETTING DRUNK SOMEPLACE ELSE BEFORE THEY OOT INTO THE JOB CHORE and they were dropouts before they ever dropped out. In fact, in the JOB CHORE out of every 100 in the JOB CHORE, 100 are droppouts. They're all droppouts! And what you ought to be concentrating your attention upon and if you're going to be a journalist-this would be a refreshing experience- you ought to concentrate your attention upon the 75 that make it. The 75 that -learn something. That learn how to read and write for the first time in their lives. That for the first time in their lives have a book that is their o>-m. For the first time in their lives, they have had a physical examination. They have had their teeth taken care of. For the first time in their lives they have learned a trade and they get a job. So the 25 that don't make it - that's just the 25 that weren't making it anyhow but there were 75 more that did make it - and then we come back and try the next 25 once more and maybe get 10 out of that 25 that make it. We're rehabilitating hu@an kind. We 're upgrading the life of America and when everyone, when these people are upgraded, it helps you. Now you come from reasonably well-to-do families, many of you, middle-income families at least. Now your mothers and fathers pay hea vy taxes. For whmefor you, for the defense of our country and to keep the poor. The ontly nation that can afford poor people is a rich nation. Now isn't it better to have tax payers rather than tax eaters? And we're seeking to make out ofjour poor people today participating citizens, through training and educatio~ and through being needed and wanted. And when you take a look at the pictures of Vietnam today, and you see them on your television and your newspaper, you just take a look at whose there. You will see that at least one out of three or one out of four is a negroe and an Indian. And many times the negro is in that armed force because that is where he got his chance. And you have no right to ask a man to die for this country in Southeast Asia and not let him live a full life in this country when he comes home. You have no right to ask somebody to defend you and your family and this nation at home and abroad,and take on -all the burrleas and all of the dangers that is in that, and then when he comes back to treat him like he waan't wanted, or to treat his family like he wasn't wanted. You cannot be a hero in war and treated like oneJand then 
treated like a bum when you come back, - without trouble. So we are going to open up 
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up opportunities. That is what your goverP~ent is planning to do. That is what the 
voluntary agencies are trying to do and that's where you are go i ng to be needed. 
You are going to be needed to help make these prQgrams move along. VISTA - Volunteers 
In Service To Americans, - Young men and women and 'older men and women who are going 
out working in the ghettos of our cities, in the i±M slums - Peace Corps at home, 
Job Chore, Illiteracy Program, Progress-Headstart. Little ones between the ages of 
three and five that have never had a pair of shoes, that are victims of all sorts of 
child diseases, - In America, not India - not Africa - but in America. And do you 
know what we found out from those little children .this year? We haue one program 
formed already - a half million- we fovnd out that they learn more rapidly than any 
of the better educated., and from the better families. We found out that with the 
good nutrition they become bright-eyes, attractive·• We found out that ·they get 
medical care and dental attention they become healthy all at one~ and we found out 
a gooddeal about teaching through these young people. We I have spoken to you now 
longer than I had intended, but I think that the life that we live now - the times 
in which we live, are the most wonderful times- the chance to do something, not 
just to take something, but to give something. The chance to be a part of a great 
experience that is going on in America.and in the world. And remember this, that 
the world looks to you. Abraham Lincoln was dead right when he said "America, the 
last best hope on earth". Oh, you'll read the signs "Yankee, Go Home" and you'll 
read all the things that people say about us, and there are always some that will 
be critical, but I can tell you, and those that are much more i.mformed than I am can tell you, 
that literally hundreds and millions of people in the world look to you - - look to 
America for their hope, for their chance. Thank you very much. 
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Thank you very much. No;r we have a few minutes. Does anyone have a question? 
Miss Brennan, have you someone trained up here to ask that first question? Don't 
you hesitate now. Yes Mam. 

The question is -Do I think the United States and the U.s.s.R. - the Soviet Union -
will ever be able to work together for scientific advancement and the answer is 
Yes, we are right now. As a matter of fact we are working together very closely 
at this moement toward the peaceful development of atomic energy. This is going on 
without anybody paying any attention to it. Only within the last few months, there 
have been a number of Societ scientists here in the United States, working with our 
Atomic Energy Commission, visiting .:our laboratories, and we have had large numberof 
ours in the Soviet Union. We are also working in the field of medical exchange. 
In 1958 I went to the Soviet Union to help set up the Medical Exchanges~een our­
selves and the Soviet Union. We are working together in some ~gas ef

1
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of apace technology. We ~haven't made as much progress there as we should. 
We have done a great deal of work in the matter of the coillating of information and 
infonnation retrieval. And by the way, this is something you will be interested in. 
In a few years we are going to be able to have instant translation of foreigh 
language documents. It will be done by machines. Oh, Hurray for machines! You just 
feed the book - the pages - right into a machine. It will be in Russian and it will 
come j:mt in English. You feed the Chinese documents into a machine and it will come 
out in English. If you want it to come out in French, it will come out in French. 
This is something that is definitely within the offing within this century. 

Alright next. 
Yes Mam 
The question was Do I think that projects like the Peace Corps will bring the 

countries of the world closer together? 

Absolutely! The good will that comes from these projects is not always ascertainable 
immediately, but it definitely lives on. The individual friendship> that you make and 
knowledge of the two countries. You see one of our real problems is that we don't 
know anything about the other fellow and they don't know about us. I could take the 
best students here at Holton-Arms and ask you to give me the names of the key political 
leaders or the key scientists or engineers or religious leaders -let's say in Pakistan 
or Afghanistan or in Niger. You will say WHOOP You mean it is difficult to remember 
who they are in Maryland. And we know little about religions of other people and that's what 
conditions their life. We know very little about their social values. We know very littl~ 
if anything,about their history. We know know very little about their climate , their 
products, their food, their habits. You really can't have much understanding of them 
unless you know these things. One of the reasons we get along so well in America, and 
we have our troubles, is that we do travel a great deal. We're a moblle population and 
we know a lot about people in Kansas. But I might tell vou that people in Kansas 
sometimes don't know a lot about people in New York and they don't understand them too 
well, and New Yorkers have a little problem getting be~nd Buffalo, and the other side 
of the Alleghenies. There is a tendency to be what we call parochial, so Peace Corps 
not only does good in terms of service to the person you seek to serve but itopens up 
up your mind and you become a better leader. You become an understanding citizen • 
And when you go back to your own country - I think the best thing about the Peace Corps 
is not what we do for others but what it does for us , because when our Peace Corps 
returnees come back, they are like scholars from the nation in which they served. 
They're expers. They're walking encyclopedias. And they go home and talk to the 
Kiwinas Club and the University Women and the P. T.A. and they really give them a 
really good understanding speech. 
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All right - next 

The question is- Stated first, the lady says she knows that we help other countries 
their poor and their needy and their economic developne nt, but we 
have enough problems here. Why don't we start here. 

Well , it is a fact that the only way that we can help others is to be stl'ong enough:1 
here so that we have the extra resources to help others. Well let me give you a 
figure that is not necessarily conclusive, but remember this. Your coun~ this year~ 
this last year, 196S, produced almost So% of every everyting produced in the world 
Less than 200,000,000 Americans produced 47% of the world's gvoss nation reduct 
For all practical purposes - half. The other 3 billion 200 millie produced the 
other SO%. M~ea-aae We have so muchl compared to others. It is my view, as I said 
in the conclusion of my remarks that we must upgrade our own selves because the drag ~ 
of one-fifth of our population that is poor, uneducated, not only economically,~ 
they are not adjusted to society - they are filled with bitterness many of them, 
frustration - t his is why you get race riots ... and they lived in poor circumstances, 
they are deprived, mentally and physically aHa unhealthy. That's like having a low 
grade fever. Some of you have gone along not feeling good for a long time and you 
say "I gust can't seem to shake it off but you keep going, but you don 1t feel as 
peppy as you should. You get a little tired.a little sooner. Well , that's what 
happens in a society that has one-fifth of its people not doingwell. Sort of like 
an anchor on the back of a boat. You've got a big engine on the boat so it drags 
the anchor, but if you ever lift that anchor up - zoom. You really take off. 
So we have to do both. One the one hand we must remember that there won't be any 
time for us to take care of ourselves unless we help take care of others. But 
basically they must help themselves. What we do is to seek to help them help 
themselves. For example, we cannot feed the world, but we can teach the world 
through our teachers how they can feed themselves. And we are doing that. We can 
help feed part of the peaple and we are doing that,- Like in India~IQr example, 
if we didn't give India food this year, more people would die in India of starvation 
this year than the total population of north and south Vietnam. The total population. 
Unless we help them with the wheat tha~ we are sending them, the famine would be so 
bad, so terrible that more people in India would die of starvation this year, unless 
we help them than all the people of North and South Vietnam put together. So what 
we're doing is - we are facing aggression in Vietnam by fighting that war and feeding 
the people in ~dia, helping them and also helping our own selves. And you're not 
exactly starving to death. There's a lot left over. 
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Yes, Mam. 

The Question is That is seems like a few years ago when Mr. ~ruschev was in charge 
of Russia, we had better foreign relations with them then than now. Is that correct? 

I wouldn't think so. Mr. Elruschev was a very dynamic man . He was unpredictable. He 
was a neqessary .man for the Soviet Union. Frankly he broke the p~tter,n of dogma _in 
the Soviet Union. He was a pragmatist . He was a very practical man. But he was 
unpredictable and for their kind of a society, it was just too exciting~ They had to 
cool it off so to speak. So the group that they have now is much more of the 
managerial, engineering ~e of people. Actually our relationslup. with the Soviet 
Union today - since ~~. Kruschev, -have steadily improved . They are not ,as good as 
we would like but they are reasonably good for one reason above ·all. We understand 
their power and they understand ours. There is a mutually healthy respect for what 
the other fellow could do to the other fellow. 

Yes? 

Well, if World War III comes, my dear, I don't think it will make much difference 
who we're allied with, but, and I don't mean to be a pessimist , but it would change 
the face of this earth so much, and the death and destruction would be so appalling 
that I couldn't even make a sensible prediction, but I do think it is fair to say 
that in the foreseeable future, the relationshi~between the European-American nations 
particularly as it relates vis-a-vis to China, Red China, that it would be better. I 
think that our relationship with the Soviet Union will continue to improve, but don't 
forget it, the Soviet Union is a Communist nation and even though they have a respect 
for us and we have reasonably good relations, theyvan~the world to be communist, just 
like I want the world to be free. And I don 't believe in letting them have their way, 
you seei I mean I think we've got a pretty good case too, and I think we ought to talk 
about it and do something about it. 

All Right. 

Well, the first thing a s tudent should. do is· to be informed and it is not easy to be 
informed. Needless to say the easiest thing to do is to protest.! wouldn't want to 
deny anyone that right because I have exercised it all of my life~ and I may want to 
again . I think that you mist be very understanding and aolerant about the right of 
dissent. Let me just make it crystal clear, no one im' public life likes to have anyone 
against him. I have been in public lif~ 20 years and I have never enjoyed having anyone 
say things about me that I didn't like, or didn't like to hear or read. I don't like 
the opposition particularly, but you need it and you must remember that sometime you are 
a member of the majority and sometimes you are a member of the minority. And the right 
of dissent is an important part of the democratic process . Now for a student, I think, 
to be basically grounded in history and economics and :sH social studies and humanities, 
gives you some appreciation of the depth and the scope of the problems that a government 
faces. I must say that you work here in your World Affairs 61Ub is good background. 
Student government is good background. Join a political party. I will let you in on 
a secret. Both parties can stand a little improvement. They both need it. I know 
many young people, particularly younger folks from well-to-do families say 1'1-Tell, politics 
is dirty". You know why? Because you didn 1 t get in to clean it up. Get yourself a lfar 



Questions Page $4 

of clinical ivory soap and get in there and go to work. Either that or shut upl. 
I f you're not willing to do something about it, you ought not to complain. Now 
you can get a speaker out here from the Republican party and the Democratic Partty 
and when you listen to both of them, you will think that both of t hem offer you 
political heaven. Then you invite me out and I'll tell you the real truth because 
neither party has the monopoly on viture or wisdom even when they tell you that 
they have. · 

Well I think I've kept the students -What's the ground rules. Allrigh.t. One more 
and we'll quit. All right young lady. 

' ~·~ · • _. : l ~ • : 
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The lady says "Do I t l,ink World War III is inevitable? 

The answer is absolutely notl Nothing is inevitable , and the danger of it makes it absolutely imperative that it is not inevitable , and you and I are going to see that it isn't. That is the whole purpose of government. The highest act of statesmanship is the achievement of peace. Everybody can get a country into a war. The question is if you do get in involved in military conflict, as sometimes appears to be necessary, how do you restrict it. This is what our problem is today in Vietnam. Remember this, my fellow Americans, we have enough power, if we unleashed it, to literally obliterate Southeast Asia, but this we don't want to do. We have no desire for mass murder . The task of your President is how to limit the use of power when you have unlimited power available. And how do you limit the use of power for limited objectives? And in Vietnam is very simple. We are not seeking to conquer North Vietnam. We are not asking that they change their government. We 're not seeking war with Red China. We are not even asking that they change their regime even though we don't like it. What we're simply there for is to tell North Vietnam to sop attacking South Vietnam. We're there for one purpose - to prevent the success of aggression and to permit the people of South Vietnam to make their own lives. Now, I know the next thing you are going to say 11Boy, do they mess it up!" Well, I want you to know this is not unusual and you ought to take this in proper prospective . Remember your own country. In the days of -'our own revolution, and following the success of our 
own revolution - in the 1770's and Bo•s the states right here fought amonst themselves. They put up tariff walls; they talked of themselves as Virginians or New Yorkers or Georgians; our first £ constitution was a failure; there was rebellion - have you forgot the whiskey rebellion? You study your history. There was a cessationist movement in the United States in the 1800's; there was a Civil War in the 1860 1s. We didn't make it so nice either. We've had some 
real rascals. The Chief of Staff of the United States Army under John Adams was in the pay of the King of Spain. He was a traitor in our own country. We had some Benedict Arnolds and a few others. We had riots by the dozens. 
Hundreds of Hiots. Demonstrations that make the one in Saigon look like they 
are pink tea parties. Now I am not saying that what happens in Southeast Asia I like, but the birth of a nation is a painful process, and what is going on in South Vietnam is a struggle for power, amongst the people in South Vietnam. I have said this and I have been scolfied for it in the press but I'll repeat it again because I believe it. Two years ago, a year ago, there was no struggle for nower among the people in South Vienam because they were quite convinced they didn't have a chance. It looked as if they had lost the war. Now they know there is going to be a South Vietnam and there is going to be a constitution. 
There is going to be a government . And why do they know it? Because we're there, and they are not so foolish to underestimate the power of America even if some Americans are. They know that there is going to be a South Vietnman and they are arguing amongst themselves - What kind of a governnent will it be? Who will be in charge. And the Budhists are worried that they may be outmano~~vered as they were before. And they said "you can fool us once. You can fool us twice. But now three times. We are going to be sure this time that we have something to say about this government." So don't- while it's distressing and it's angonizing­I remind you that~ther nations have gone through the same experience. 

I wish we could have much more time here. Sometime ! , will come back to visit with you. And I want to tell you that I think you are a wonderful audience and it 
has been a joy to me to be able to be here with you. I can't think of more fun than 
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this , but I have to go back now and do some of the less interesting tB~gs of 
the government. 

Thank you very much . 

Bye . 

r ' +r 
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