
NOTES 

VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

CONGRESSIONAL DINNER 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

MAY 12, 1966 

The term of office of a Republican President is 

only four years, just like A Democratic President. But 

it doesn't fe; l that way. a 
a 

It reminds me of the time a teetotaller was holding 

forth in the British Parliament. 

"People who don't drink," he said, "I ive longer." 

To which a voice from the back benches re nded: 

"Sir, it only seems longer!" 

* * * * 
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j My fellow Democrats, tomorrow is our anniversary~ 
/ on May 13, 1792 Thomas Jefferson wrote ;letter to 

George Washington informing him that he and some 

)_So, 174 years later, here we are., 

From the time of Thomas Jefferson, ours has been 

the party of the future . . . of looking-forward . . . of 

hope . . . and, of action. 
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Ours has been, and is, the party with an untarnished 

belief that tomorrow can be better, and that men and women 

of determination can build a world in which peace, and 

freedom, and justice are shining realities. 

"'That spirit has been expressed by~American 
Presidents of our time· - ,.--r, - ---
~ ~~4t WMIOW ~ ....... ..,; 
~..WbiA John F. Kennedy amtll!!!l leede• !hi~ ef a 1)~ 

~eeltifl~, aheve ~~. l;!e o~tlined his vi~~ 
of'a new world of law, where the strong are just and the ~ 

weak secure and the peace preserved. 11 

.,( He called our p;_ople to tasksJ 

But, he said: 11Let us begin. 11 

in time of tragedy and crisis -. 

, which might 

llilll•t, with a ringing call to unity and to 

greatness. 
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~~Joh""nson said: "Let us c~ntinue." 
And we have continued -- magnificently_'ft~J 

,/,We have continued, under President Johnson's 

leadership, our struggle to complete the unfinished tasks 

of America. 

~ We have continued~~==••=r=mtt= 

our struggle to create the kind of society --

both at home and in the world -- in which even the 

humblest of men might be free to live without coercion 
~ ~~=:=---

and with hope for the day aheacw. ,.... _._..-crz;=-----L Yes, the spirit of our party remains the same 

restless spirit expressed by yet another American President 

in a speech he never lived to deliver. 

I Franklin Delano Roosevel~ preparing his Jefferson 

Day address for April, 1945, sat at his desk in Warm Springs, 
' 

Georgia to write these parting words: 
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Indeed, during the '64 campaign, one of his admirers 

rushed up to a Goldwater staffer in wild alarm. 

"You gotta do something quick!," he said, "There's 

someone taking down every word he says!" 

>:C * * * 

The Republicans are always saying that they love the 

people. But I can't make out what people they are talking 

about. 

It can't be the children, because they opposed Federal 

aid to education. 

It can't be our older citizens, because they denounced 

Medicare. 

It can't be the poor, because they are always sniping 

against the War on Poverty. 

It can't be slum dwellers, because they oppose rent 

supplements. 

It can't be city people generally, because they fought 

the .establishment of the Housing and Urban Development ~artment 



.., ;. ... 

. . . ~ ,. 

~ . . . . . . . 
.. 
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L'The only limitto our realization of tomorrow will 
-~--~~~~~~--.---

be our doubts of today. Let us move forward with a 

strong and active faith." Wt~----

Yet, 

istory -- the means 

s of life in the place of emptiness and despair. 

Let us move forward with a str and active 

Let us move forward with laws and policies and actions which 

say to America and to the world: We are not afraid to dream 

. . . we are not afraid to lead . . . we are not afraid to 

challenge what has gone unchallenged before. 
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Our responsibility is great. Our opportunity is 

greater sti II. 

Let us seize that opportunity. 

Let us move forward. 

# # # # # 
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The Republicans have been discussing their future 

as a party, or whether they have a future. Recently a 

voice from the remote past -- 1 mean 1964 -- made itself 

heard. Barry Goldwater rote the All STREET JOORNAL 

and said: 

''I really believe that there Is apprehension In this 

country and I feel almost a frustration in not being able 

to put my finger squarely on it or come up with answers 

but 1 intend to keep trying In the hope that either I or 

others working with me can spell out the future of the 

Republican Party . • • " 
• • • • 

I recall one American politician who complained that 

he never got prominent enough to have his speeches 

garbled. Barry took no chances on that -- He garbled 

his own. 
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1 ndeed, during the '64 campaign, one of his admirers 

rushed up to a Goldwater staffer in wild alarm. 

"You gotta do something quick!, 11 he said, urhere's 

someone taking down every word he says!" 

• • • • 

The Republicans are always saying that they love the 

people. But I can't make out what people they are talking 

about. 

It can't be the children, because they opposed Federal 

aid to education. 

It can't be our older citizens, because they denounced 

Medicare .. 

It can't be the poor, because they are always sniping 

against the ar on Poverty. 

It can't be slum dwellers, because they oppose rent 

supplements. 

It can't be city people generally, because they fought 

the establishment of the Housing and Urban Development ll:partment 
~ 
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It can't be farmers or workers, because they have 

consistently resisted legislation tilt heir behalf. 

Maybe they do really love the people. But what comes 

to my mind Is two lines of an old poem: 

"Perhaps it was right to dissemble your love, 

But why did you kick me downstairs?" 

• • • • 

Most Republicans have been compelled at some time 

or another to effect a strategic withdrawal from the 19th 

Century. But they don't like to admit ft. They renind me -

of the Greek warrior Ajax as Homer describes him: 

"Ajax retreated, but so slowly and with such a firm 

and savage visage that the Trojans thought he was advancing." 

There are some Republicans who describe themselves 

as 11advanced." But I find that they usually define the word 

as the poet Alexander Pope did: 

.. Not to go back is somewhat to advance. II 



.-

Some go so far as to mit t at they aduatly believe 

in progress, but Insist that I must be gradu 1. 

I as~ one of them if he bell d in slow but 

noticeable progress. He turned that d n flat. 1H about 

progress that' barely perceptible 7u 

' T at's a little too rapid for me, " he said. 

• • • • 

I'll r v ry fe of you know hat tomorrow is. 

tt•s not just Friday. the 13th. It's y 13, the 

!74th nniversary of th emocratic arty 

on t e merican political seen • 

It as In a letter dat y 13, 1792, that Thomas 

Jefferson informed orge as lngton that he an SQm 

like-minded friends proposed to work together as par:tY. 
l' 

And w have been working together ever since~ \ and 
\ 

to gOOd ffect. l 
I 

( 

\ 



• 
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Yes, t e Democratic arty has a longer continuous 

history t an any other politica I party in th world. 

Yet in spirit It is t e young st. Certainly, as you 

have shown again this evenln , it is the liveliest! 

II I 
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