
Address By 

Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey 

Vice President of the United States 

United States Military Academy 

West Point, New York 

June 8, 1966 



" . ... in the yea1·s ahead, the peace and secu1·ity of the hu­
man family will be th1·eatened by agg1·essions far more subtle 
than those of a1·med 1·egiments moving across national /?"On­
tiers. 

"Wo1·ld peace and security will be threatened by p?·opa­
ganda, subversion and agitation ... by economic wa1·jare ... 
by assassination of honest and able leade1·s .. . as well as by 
the naked use of armed jo1·ce. 

"Wm·ld peace and secU?ity will be th?'eatened, above all, 
by the ve1·y existence, jo1· two-thi1·ds of mankind, of condi­
tions of hunger, disease and ignm·ance." 



"Let us pu1·sue those couTses of which, in the iudgment of 
histo1·y, it can be said: 'These we1·e the paths taken by 
1 ise men.' " 

Gentlemen, I alute you. You have completed four years of 
rigorou training-of mind, of body, and of spirit. You have 
clone well. 

Bu t I congratu late you even more on what lies ahead-for 
the lives of service to your country and to your fellowmen 
which you begin here today. 

The demands on you wilJ be great-greater than on' any 
previou generation of the "Long Gray Line" that has passed 
proudly through this great institution. 

Never before has your country been so deeply linked with 
every part of a rapidly shrinking and changing world. 

Never before ha the power available to men been o awe­
some. 

Yet never before have men everywhere been o aware that 
power alone cannot solve their most urgent problems nor 
satisfy their deepest needs. 

You are soldiers. There will be times when your courage, 
your coolness, and your command of the military arts will be 
required in full measure. 

But you will have to be more-much more-than fighting 
men. 

You will have to be builders. 
You will have to be diplomats and p ychologists, engineer 

and politicians, advisers, educators, and friends. 
For in the years ahead, th~ peace and security of the hu­

man fam ily wilJ be threatened by aggressions far more subtle 
than t hose of armed regiments moving aero s national fron­
t iers. 

Threats to Peace and Security 

World peace and ecurity will be threatened by propa­
ganda, subversion and agitation . .. by economic warfare .. . 
by assa ination of honest and able leaders .. . as well as by 
the naked u e of armed force. 

World peace and security will be threatened, above all, by 
the very existence, for two-third of mankind, of conditions 
of hunger , disease and ignorance: 

We must learn that the simple olutions of times past will 
not meet the present-day challenges, and new forms of aggres­
sion, we face. 

Our "doves" must Jearn that there are times when power 
must be used. They must Jearn that there is no substitute 
for force in the face of a determined enemy who resorts to 
terror, subversion and aggres ion, whether concealed or open. 

Our "hawks" must Jearn that milita1·y power is not enough. 
They mu t learn, indeed, that it can be wholly unavailing if 
not accompanied by political effort and by the credible promise 
to ordinary people of a better life. 



And all of us must learn to adapt our ll!ilitary planning and 
actions to the new conditions of subversive warfare-the so­
called wars of national liberation. 

We mu t learn to meet and defeat our enemy on. all, not 
just one, of the battlefields. We must _use the.techmques _of 
politics, of economic develoi?me~t, of mformatwn an_d social 
advancement-and of coordmatmg all these efforts m a ra­
tional and effective total effort. 

Need for Perspective on Asia 

We are linked to all parts of a complex and. changing 
world . I want to turn now to one part-but a most 1mporta~t 
part-of that world. It is a part of ~he world that I. k~ow IS 
much on your minds. I speak of Asia, and of Amenca s role 
there. t' In this Spring of 1966, we urgently need p~rspe~ 1ve on 
Asia-on its history and the history of ou~ relatw_nship. That 
perspective can ~iv_e us guidelines for w1se choices-and a 
solid base for reahstic hopes . . d · th 

I believe the ingredients of perspective can b~ fou~ ?m e 
answers to three questions: Who and what IS As1a · J:Iow 
did we get involved with Asia? And, finally , can we achieve 
ensible goals in Asia? 

* * * 
Who and what is Asia? . 
Asia means people-more than half of_ mank~nd. . . 
A ia means civilizations-venerable, mventive, artistic, and 

deeply rooted cultures. . . . 
Asia means religions-the great comp~ss~onate rehg~ous 

and ethical y tern of Hinduism, Confuc1amsm, Buddhism, 
Islam, and Christianity. . . t Asia means problems-the age-old affi_ICtwns of pover Y, 
illiteracy, disease, exploitation, and oppressiOn. 

And in the modern era-the past hundred years or so-
Asia means revolution . . . . . 

It was a revolution that was long m commg but mev1table 
once West met East with full force. . 

Revolution is seldom peaceful, never easy. Fo~ A~1a the 
period of Western impact-and the transfor~3:t10_n It pro­
duced-has been often turbulent, bitter, and hum1hatm~. 

Take three major ingredients of moder_n ~estern hist?ry­
the spectacular rise of nationalism, cap1tahsm,_ and sc1ence. 
Bring them to bear on proud . old~r culture~, e1ther throu_gh 
direct colonial rule-as m India, m Indonesia, or. Indo~Chma 
-or through enclaves and spheres of influence-as m Cll:ma. 

Little wonder the effect would be d_isrupt_ive on As1an so­
cieties as well as sometimes constructive. Little wonder that 
the re~ults would engender resistance and resentment among 

Asian peoples toward the Westerner, as well as curiosity and 
sometimes friendship. 

The Unfolding Struggles 

And little wonder that the history of Asia in the modern 
era is the history of Asia's response to the West, an unfolding 
revolutionary process of which the end is by no means in 
sight. 

It is a process that seeks first to expel the foreign colonial 
master, and has largely succeeded in doing so. 

But independence is only a fragile beginning, not an end. 
With independence comes the struggle for nationhood in the 

full sen e of the word-the struggle to create national unity 
out of religious and linguistic and even geographic fragmenta­
tion .. . the struggle to create national power, in order to 
maintain stability within and to deter and resist any would-be 
aggressor without . .. and the struggle to create both wealth 
and ju tice, to create a society of expanding opportunities and 
hope. · 

The revolutionary process is turbulent and fraught with 
dangers : It contains the danger of unbridled competing na­
tionalisms; the lure of false prophets and demagogues; the 
temptation of illusory short-cuts that lead to new tyranny; 
the passions aroused by unfulfilled expectations. 

Tragic Re ults of Communism 

Nearly fifty years ago a new specific danger was first added 
to thi process: The doctrines of Marx and Lenin--offered 
as an explanation of Asia's past, a plan of action for Asia's 
present, and a blueprint for Asia's future. 

Though always a tiny minority, the agents of Marxism­
Leninism were able in parts of wartime and post-war Asia to 
ride the tide of nationalism and anti-colonialism. 

With perseverance and discipline, they produced an impact 
far beyond their numbers. 

Today we see in mainland China the tragic result of one 
Asian revolution that lost its way-a revolution captured by a 
disciplined Communist minority. 

The high price of that tragedy is, for the people of China, 
a life of isolation in the world's most rigidly totalitarian state, 
and, for the people of Asia, a profoundly di turbing neighbor. 

Today we see in the Indo-China peninsula the tragic result 
of another Asian revolution that lost its way. The people of 
Vietnam, who have lived with violence for a quarter of a 
century, not only find half their country ceded to a Communist 
minori ty regime in Hanoi. At the same time they also face a 





determined effort by that regime to force South Vietnam 
under Communist rule. 

* * * 

Origins of Our Role in Asia 

I come to my second question: How did we get involved 
with Asia? 

The question may sound naive. Yet I frequently hear the 
statement from those who should know better that "America 
has no business in Asia." 

In part this view stems from frustration in the face of 
Asia's complexity. How much easier to withdraw and let na­
ture take its course. 

But in part this view also stems from a misreading of 
history. 

We are all in some degree both heirs and captives of history. 
And our involvement in Asia is no recent abberration but 
rather a rooted fact of history. 

In one sense, of course, America is simply a something 
funny that happened to Columbus on his way to Asia .. 

In a deeper sense, we are and have been a Pacific power 
from the days of New England's clipper ships in the late 
18th century. 

Our traders and entrepreneurs soon were joined by our 
missionaries-not simply evangelists, but doctors and nurses, 
teachers, engineers and agricultural specialists. By the mid-
19th century American ships had opened up Japan, and 
American citizens were leading participants in what became 
the greatest export of people and technology ever attempted 
from one civilization to another-much of it focused on China. 

In the process, we became catalytic agents of transforma­
tion. In the process, too, we became unwitting participants in 
Asian history, and in revolution. 

America's role in Asia today is a direct product of the I 
century that preceded World War II and of the war itself. 

For with the end of that war, the responsibilities of victory 
imposed on us a stabilizing role in Japan and Korea. 

And with the beginning of the Cold War, the Communist 
victory in China, and the outbreak of the Korean War, 
American power was the only shield available to fragile and 
newly independent nations in non-Communist Asia. 

This was not a role we had sought. This was not the 
peace for which we yearned. 

Nor is it a role we seek to perpetuate today. But the 
peace still elude us. For there are those in Asia who still 
pursue their objectives by aggression and subversion. And 
there are others who ask our help in meeting this threat. 

* * * 

Our Goals in Asia 

I come to my final questi n: Can we achieve sensible goals 
in Asia? 

·what, in simplest form are those goals? 
First, we seek to assist free nations, willing to help th'em­

selves, in their deterrence of and resistance to all forms of 
aggression. 

Second, we se.ek to assist free nations, willing to help 
themselves, in the great tasks of nation-building. We must 
lead other rich nations in the war on poverty, ignorance and 
disease in Asia. 

Third, we seek to strengthen the forces of regional coopera­
tion on the basis of Asian initiatives. 

And finally, we seek and will continue to seek to build 
bridges, to keep open the doo'rs of communication, to the 
Communist states of Asia, and in particula'r Communist 
Chinar-just as we have to the Soviet Union and the Com­
munist states of Eastern Europe. 

The isolation of the Asian Communist states-however 
caused-breeds unreality, delusion, and miscalculation. 

Efforts to break that isolation may, for the time being, 
p'rovoke denunciation and hostility. But we shall perseve're 
and explore means of communication and exchange, looking 
to the day when the leade1·s of Asian communism-as their 
fo1·mer colleagues in Europe-will come to recognize the self­
dest'ructiveness and wastefulness of their present bellicose 
policies. 

P1·udence and ;reason, not the slogans of the past, will guide 
us as we try to reduce the unacceptable 1·isks of igno1·ance 
and misunderstanding in a thermonuclea?' age. 

Let me underline what we do not seek: 
We do not seek alignment, except from those who choose 

it. We do not seek economic privilege. We do not seek territory 
or military bases. We do not seek to dominate or conquer. 

Our objectives are best served by one result in Asia: 
The emergence of nations dedicated to their own national 

independence, to the well-being of their people, and to the 
pursuit of peace. 

I return now to my question: Can these objectives be 
achieved? 

My answer is yes. But much depends on our actions as a 
nation, and on the understanding that prompts those actions. 

Assets of Freedom 

In the struggle for a peaceful, strong, and developing free 
Asia, our assets in the region are great. 



In Japan, at one end of Asia's arc, we have a staunch 
friend, a highly developed nation, our second trading partner, 
an immense potential force for the development of Asia. 

On the South Asian subcontinent, at the other end, we 
have close friends in India, the world's largest democracy, 
and in Pakistan. Both nations are dedicated to independence 
and bravely embarked on programs of development. 

And in the Southwest Pacific, completing the triangle, are 
our friends in Australia and New Zealand who share our 
commitment to the future of Asia. 

Elsewhere-in Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Thailand, 
Burma, Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia-we find nations 
committed in differing fashions to independence and develop­
ment. We respect their commitment, and we respect their 
differences. We applaud their leadership. 

The Challenge in Vietnam 

But what of the states of former French Indo-China? 
There, of course, is the present focal point of war and 

revolution in Asia. And there we are tested as never before. 
We face a situation of external aggression and subversion 
against a post-colonial nation that has never had the breathing 
space to develop its politics or its economy. 

In South Vietnam, both defense and development-the war 
against the aggressor and the war against despair-a~e fuse~ 
as never before. Vietnam challenges our courage, our mgenm-
ty, and our ability to persevere. . . 

If we can succeed there-if we can help sustam an In­

dependent South Vietnam, free to determine its own future­
then our prospects, and the prospects for free men throughout 
Asia, will be bright indeed. 

We know this. Our friends and allies know it. And our 
adversaries know it. That is why one small country looms 
so large today on everyone's map of Asia. 

But Asia will not disappear with a Vietnam settlement. 
Nor will our objectives and r esponsibilities in Asia disappear. 

The peace and development of Asia will be high on our 
national agenda for the rest of this century. 

So will our relations with the nations of Asia-including 
our relations with mainland China. 

President Johnson's address at Johns Hopkins University 
last year was an historic formulation of American purposes 
in Asia. 

In that speech he said that our commitment to South 
Vietnam was firm, that our quest for peace would be un­
remitting, and that our continuing concern with the welfare 
of the peoples of Southeast Asia could be tested by Asians 
ready to initiate cooperative ventures of peaceful develop-

ment. The President pledged one billion dollars to projects 
that might be developed. 

In that speech, too, President Johnson envisaged participa­
tion by North Vietnam in constructive social and economic 
arrangements once Hanoi had decided to stop the shooting. 
And last February, he again appealed to the "men of the 
north" to stop aggression and to join in helping fulfil! the 
unsatisfied wants of the people of the region. 

Termination of war alone would be a major contribution 
to the process of accelerated social and economic development 
in Asia. 

Basic Needs m Asia 

But there are other basic problems which face most of t he 
countrie in the area. 

In A ia, incomes are low. Population growth is high. There 
is a shortage of capital. The need for investment is almost 
limitless. There is excessive dependence on a limited number 
of products for foreign exchange earnings. 

These problems demand the attention of countries in th!'! 
area as well as countries outside which are able to help. 

But there is promising ferment in free Asia today-ferment 
that can lead to higher standards of performance on the part 
of individual countries and a greater sense of community 
among them. 

War is always cruel. But the war in Vietnam should not 
obscure for us the fact that behind the smoke and uproar 
is the testing of an issue vital to all of Asia, and indeed the 
world. 

Can independent, non-Communist states not only survive, 
but grow and flourish in face of Communist pressure? 

In that confrontation, a review of free Asia's achievements 
should give us solid ground for hope. . 

Consider South Korea, where exports have increased by 
500 per cent in the past three years. Consider Taiwan, which 
has been transformed from an aid-receiving to an aid-giving 
country and enjoys a rate of economic growth higher than 
even that of Japan. Consider Malay ia and Thailand, where 
ambitious development plans are being launched. Yes, con­
sider Indonesia, where new leaders are determined to see that 
potentially rich country resume a responsible place in the 
world community. 

All of these developments are striking evidence that, not­
withstanding Communist boasts that they represent the wave 
of the future, the real achievements taking place within Asia 
have occurred in areas that rely upon independence, competi­
tion, and respect for national integrity as the bases for 
genuine and enduring social and economic progress. 



Attitudes for America 

As we Americans strive to deal with the immense problems 
-and the promise-of a vibrant, modernizing interdependent 
Asia in the years ahead, we will be called upon to show 
special qualities of mind and spirit and understanding as a 
nation. 

We will have to learn far more about Asian history and 
Asian cultures than any of us now know. We need more 
than nodding acquaintance with the key critical issues that 
absorb the attention of Asians. 

We will have to learn to speak and read Asian languages. 
We will have to become more sensitive to the differences 

among Asian nations as well as their similarities. 
We should also be sensitive to the pride, dignity and na­

tionalism of Asian peoples and nations. Like most people, 
Asians prefer to rule themselves badly than to be well ruled 
by some foreigner . The same goes for advice and initiatives. 
Otherwise good ideas inevitably lose some of their appeal if 
carried through Asia in clearly foreign wrappings. · 

Asians prefer Asian initiatives, proposed by Asians. So do 
we. 

No Quick Solutions 

Finally, we must learn to suppress our national enthusiasm 
for quick solutions. 

Asia's problems are extraordinarily complex and intracta­
ble; they will be with us for a long time to come, and we 
should force ourselves to practice some traditional Asian pa­
tience. It is patience-and perspective-that we will need 
in the years ahead. 

For I have no doubt that we will meet, in Asia as in the 
rest of the world, time and again with disappointment, dis­
illusionment, ingratitude and frustration. 

Yet we must not be deterred. 
It is our good fortune to be free citizens of the most 

prosperous and powerful nation in the history of the earth. 
It is the prosperous who can most afford compassion and 

humility. 
It is the powerful who can most afford patience and 

perspective. 
Let us, then, not pursue policies-or judge ourselves-in 

consonance with the passion of the moment. 
Let us pursue those courses of which, in the judgment of 

history, it can be said: "These were the paths taken by 
wise men." 
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REMARKS 
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VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY ~~1 
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY~~ 

WEST POl NT, NEW YORK > -

JUNE 8, 1966 

Gentlemen, I salute you, You have completed 

four years of rigorous training -- of mind, • body, 

and 1 spirit, You have done well. -
But I congratulate you even more on what lies 

ahead -- for the lives of service to your-- country and to -
The demands on you wi II be great -- greater than 

on any previous generation of the 11Long Gray Line'~~~ 

f&r pii(;Hi pra~ily tt:n·opgl• "•is Q'eat institwtien. 

Never before has your country been so deeply linked 

with every part of a rapidly shrinking and changing world. 



- 2 -

L Never before has the power available to men been 

so awesome. 

/..J.!\ never before have men everywhere been ~ ..... 
aware that P.Ower alone ca'lllot solve their most urgent - -
problems nor satisfy their deepest needs. 

~ You are soldiers, There will be times when your 

courage, your coolness, and your command of the military 

arts will be required in full measure .• 

L But you will have to be more -- much more -- than 

fighting men. 

L You will have to be builders. 

f You will have to be diplomats and pstchologist~ 
engineers and politician) advisers, educators, and friends" 

..,Jn the years ahea~ the peace and security of 

the human family will be threatened by aggressions far 

more subtle than those of armed regiments moving across -
nationa I frontiers. 



- 3 -

Lworld peace and security will be threatened by 

propaganda, subversion and agitation . . . by economic 

warfare •.. by assassination of honest and able leaders 

. . . as well as by the naked use of armed force. 

L World peace and security will be threatene_2, above 

al) by the very existence, for two-thirds of mankind, of 

conditions of hunger, disease and ignorance. -
L we must learn that the simple sol ons of times 

past will not ~t~~t.by 
1\ 

~ Ou~"~" must learn that there are times when 

power must be used, Wlt'must learn that there is no 

substitute for force in the face of a determined enemy who 

resorts to terror, subversion and aggression, whether 

concealed or open. 
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L Our "hawks" must learn that military power is not 
VI,.__ 

enough. WY must learn,~-

unavailing if not accompanied by political effort and by 

the credible promise to ordinary people of a better life._. 

/..;.nd all of us must learn to adapt our military planning 

and actions to the new conditions of subversive warfare --

our enemy on all, 

not just one, of the battlefields• We must use the 

techniques of politics, of economic development, of information - -
and social advancement -- and of coordinating all these 

efforts in a rational and effective total effort. 
l ~ ~ 

1-... We are linked to all parts of a complex and changing 

world. I want to turn now to one part~~ ~. 

of America's role there. 
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~In this ~1966, we urgently need perspective 

That perspective can give us guidelines for wise choices --

and a solid base for realistic hopes. 

I believe the ingredients of perspective can be found 

Who and what is Asia ? - -
How did we get involved with Asia ? And, finally, can we 

achieve sensible goals in Asia ? 

Who and what is Asia ? 

Asia means ~o le -- more than half of mankind. 

Asia means civilizations -- venerable, inventive, 

artistic, and deeply rooted cultures. 

Asia means religions -- the great compassionate 

religious and ethical systems of Hinduism, Confucianism, 

Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity. 
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/ Asia means problems -- the age-old afflictions of 

poverty, i I literacy, disease, exploitation, and oppression. 

And in the modern era -- the past hundred years 

or so -- Asia means revolution. 

It was a revolution that was long in coming but 

inevitable once West met East with full force. 

Revolution is seldom peaceful, never easy. For 

has been often turbulent, bitter, and -
~umiliatin~. 

~ Take three major ingredients of modern Western 

~ 

history -- the spectacular rise of nationalism, capaitalism, 

and science. Bring them to bear on proud older cultures, 

either through direct colonial rule -- as in India, in 

1 ndonesia, or 1 ndo-China -- or through enclaves and spheres 

of influence -- as in China. 
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l,uttle wonder the atect would be disruptive on Asian 

societies, il& -well ii& sometim~s cons!!uctive_ ~tie wonder 

that the results would engender resistance and resentment 

among Asian peoples toward the Westernel as well as 

curiosity and sometimes frienclshi~ .. 
c 

/. And little wonder t111t Hn I i1hry M Aliiil in 111e 
• 

aiii~~~Ma.W.IM!i•••IM Asia's response to the WestA-cU 

an unfolding revolutionary process of which the end is by 

no means in sight. 

L. seeks first to expel the foreign 

colonial master, and has largely succeeded in doing so. 

/. But independence is only a fragile beginning, not 

an end. 

(, With independence comes the struggle for nationhood 

in the full sense of the word -- the struggle to create national 

unity out of religious and linguistic and even geographic 
::" -

fragmentation • • . the struggle to create national power, 
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it!l =tmaintain stability within and to deter and resist 

any wo~ld-be aggressor~out ••• and the struggle 

to create both wealth and jus~c) to create a society of 

expanding opportunities and hope., 

}.;.he revolutionary process is turbulent and fraught 

with dangers: It contains the danger of unbridled competing 

nationalismy the lure of false pro hets and demagoaue1; 

the temptation of illusory short-cuts that lead to new -
tyranny; the passions aroused by unfulfilled expectations. 

f, Nearly fifty years ago a new specific danger was 

.._. added to this process~ The doctrines of Marx and 

Lenin -- offered as an explanation of Asia's pas) a plan 

of action for Asia 's presen_7 and a blueprint for Asia 's 

future. 

~ Though always a tiny minority, the agents of Marxis~ 
Leninism were able in parts of wartime and post-war Asia 

~ 

to ride the tide of nationalism and anti-colonialism. 
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L With perseverence and discipline, they produced 

an impact far beyond their numbers. 

Today we see in mainland China the tragic result of 

one Asian revolution that lost its way -- a revolution 

captured by a disciplined Communist minority. 

~e high price of that tragedy is, for the people 

of China, a life of isolation in the world 's most rigidly -
totalitaria.n sta~· a.!J.d. for the people of Asia, a profoundly 

disturbing neighbor. 

/.. Today we see in the Indo-China peninsula the tragic 

result of another Asian revolution that lost its way. The -
people of Vietna~ who have lived with violence for a 

quarter of a centurJy 1 ' s 't find half their country ceded 
.I 

to a Communist minority regime in Hanoi. At the same . ' Q,..- ... 
time they -. face a determined effort by tha~ regime to 

force South Vietnam under Communist rule. 



? 
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~ l I come to my second question: How did we get 

involved with Asia? 

/.... The question may sound naive8 Yet I frequently 

hear the statement from those who should know better that 

"America has no business in Asia." 

/... In part this view stems from frustration in the face 

of Asia's complexity. How much easier to withdraw and let 

nature take its course. 

But in pa')this view also stems from a ,misreadi~g 

of history. 

L. We are all in some degree both heirs and captives 

of history. And our involvement in Asia is no recent 

abberration but rather a rooted fact of history. 
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•••••Mi.~are and have been a Pacific 

power from the days of New England's clipper ships in the 

late 18th century. 

/, Our trad!!!;S and eQYeRrene.urs soon were joined by 

our missionaries -- not simply evangelists, but doctors and 

nurses, teachers, engineers and agricultural specialists. 

}. By the mid-19th century Arre rican ships had opened up Japa~ 
and Arre rican citizens were leading participants in what became 

the greatest export of people and technology ever attempted 

from one civilization to another -- much of it focused on 

China. 

[ In the process, we became catalytic agents of 

transformation, 

participants in Asian history, and in revolution. J 

tJNtl/., America's role in Asia today is a direct product of 

the century that preceded World War II and of the war itself. 
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~th the end of that war, the responsibilities of victory 
-tlt f~c..~-.-

imposed on us a stabilizing role i~ .-Millllll!lllii. 

J..,Ar; with the beginning of the Cold Wa1 the Communist 

victory in China, and the outbreak of the Korean War, 
II , 

Am: n ~er was the on.!J' s~d avai I able to tragi le and 

newly independent nations in non-Communist Asia .• -L. This was n: a role we had so~t.. This was n,2! 

the peace for which we yearned. 

Nor is it a role we seek to perpetuate today. But the 

peace sti II eludes us. For there are those in Asia who sti II 

pursue their objectives by aggression and subversion. And 

* * * 

i I come to my final question: Can we achieve sensible 

goals in Asia? 
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What, in simplest form are those goals? 

Firs,} we seek to ~t free nation_) willing to help 

themselve~ in their 9eterreJJie of and resistance to all 

forms of aggression. 

Second, we seek to assist free nations, wi IIi ng to 

help themselves, in the great tasks of nation-building, We 

must lead other rich nations in the war on poverty, ignorance --
and disease in Asia. 

Third, we seek to strengthen the forces of regional --
cooperation on the basis of Asian initiatives. -

And finally, we seek and will continue to seek to 

build bridges, to keep open the doors of communication, to 

the Communist states of Asia, and in particular Communist 

China -- just as we have to the Soviet Union and the 

Communist states of Eastern Europe. 

J.. The isolation of the Asian Communist states -- however 
~ 

caused -- breeds unreality, delusions, and miscalculation.-
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} Efforts to break that isolation may, for the time being, 

provoke denunciation and hostility. But we shall persevere 
- :w·· 

and exlfe means of communication and exchange} looking 

to the day when the leaders of Asian communism -- as their 

former colleagues in Europe -- wi II come to recognize the 

self-destructiveness and wastefulness of their present bellicose 

policies. 

Prudence and reason, not the slogans of the past, 

will guide us as we try to reduce the unacceptable risks of 

ignorance and misunderstanding in a thermonuclear age~ 
. ::1:/11 

LLet me underline what we do not seek. .. We do not ....... 
seek alignment, except from those who choose it., We do 

not seek economic privilege.. We do not seek territory or 

military bases. We do not seek to dominate or to conquer. 

~ Our objecti~es are best serve2 by O.!!;,. r~lt in ~a,_ 
.._ 

.:- - The emergence of nations dedicated to their own national , ... ,.--
independence, to the well-being of their•pe~ple, and to the 

pursuit of peace. _ - · _....._ 
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)___ I return now to my question: Can these objectives 

be achieved? 

LMy answer is~. But much depends on our actions - -
as a n~n, and on the understanQing that prompts those 

actions. 

In the struggle for a peaceful, strong, and developing -
free Asia, our assets in the region are great. -- -
~ In Japan, at 111111 1n~•t ••ioh 111; we have a staunch 

friend, a highly developed nation, ••-~=~i;l-w 

an immense potential force for the development of Asia. 

~ On the South Asian subcontine~ 
we have close friends in India, the world's largest democracy, 

and in Pakistan. Both nations are dedicated to inde~ndence and 

~ 
bravely embarked o~ programs of development. • 

L And in the Southwest Pacific~•••••••, 
are our friends in Australia and New Zealand who share our ...... 
commitment to the future of Asia. 
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Elsewhere -- in K~, Tdiwan, the Philippines, + J 

~ 
Thailand, Burma, Malaysia, Singapore, andA Indonesia --

we find nations committed in differing fashions to independence 

and development. We respect their commitmen)• 

respect their differences. We applaud their leadership• -

L sut what of the states of former French Indo-China? 

,'11s the present focal point Q,f w~r and 

revolution in Asia. And •• we are tested as never before._ -
We face a situation of external aggression and subversion 

against a post-colonial nation that has never had the breathing 

space to develop its politics or its economy. 

/._ In South Vietnam) both defense and develop~nt -
the war against the aggressor and the war against despair -

-::::. ), ,.aa--. 
are fused as never before. (..Vietnam challenges ou~ courage, 

~-t d b•l•t t ou~ 1ngenu1 y, an our a 1 1 y o persevere .. 
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If we can succeed there -- if we can help sustain 

an independent South Vietna~- free to determine its own 

- the prospects for free 

men throughout Asia, will be bright indeed .. 

~ W:_ know tH ~ Our friends and allies know it.. And 

our adversaries know it. That is why one small country 

looms so la!]e today on everyone's map of Asia. 
-:=.. ~ _. . 4-
L But Asia will not disappear with a Vietnam settlement• 

/ Nor will our objectives and responsibilities in Asia 

disappear. 

L The peace and development of Asia will be high on our .... 
national agenda for the rest 2f this centur~. 

b resident Johnson's address at Johns Hopkins University 

last year was an historic formulation of American purposes 

in Asia. 
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South Vietnam was firry that our quest for peace would 

be unremitting_ and that our continuing concern with the 
,/ 

welfare of the peoples of Southeast Asia could be tested by 

Asians ready to initiate cooperative ventures of peacefu I 

development .. Th:-President p~-~ 
.. 

President Johnson 

participation by North Vietnam in constructive social and 

economic arrangements once Hanoi had decided to stop the~ 
M~n~J 

nd last February, he again appealed to the 

"men of the north" to stop aggression and to join in helping . ... 
fulfill the unsatisfied wants of the people of the region •• 

in Asia. 

' 
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AIT'Jhere is promising ferment in !_ree Asia today - a.., 

ferment that can lead to higher standards of performance on 

the part of individual countries and a greater sense of 

community among them_ ~~fU<t.c 



survive, but grow and flourish in face of Communist 

pressure? 

L In that confrontation, a review of free Asia's 

achievements should give us solid ground for hope. 

Consider South Korea, where exports have increased 

by 500 per cent in the past three years1 ).;onsider T2!wan, 

which has been transformed from an aid-receiving to an aid-

giving country and enjoys a rate of economic growth higher 

than even that of Japank nsider Malaysia and Thailand, 

wher:_~mbitious develo ment lans are being launched J..ve') 

consider Indonesia, where new leaders are determined to 

see that potentially rich country resume a responsible place 

in the world community. 



- 21 -

All of these developments are striking evidence that, 

notwithstanding Communist boasts that they represent the 

wave of the future:, the real achievements taking place within 

~have occurred in areas that rely upon independence/ 

competition, and respect for national integrity as the bases 

for genuine and enduring social and economic progress. 
art- -

/....As we Americans strive to deal with the immense 

problems -- and the promise -- of a vibrant, modernizing ... ,..... . 

interdependent Asia in the years ahea~ we will be called 

upon to show special qualities of mind and spirit and 

understandj ng, 

L We will have to learn far more about Asian history 

I ,61..1.1... 
and Asian cultures than any of us now know'-WeAneed 

more than nodding acquaintance with the key critical issues 

that absorb the attention of Asians. 



- 22 -

L We will have to learn to _;peak and ~ Asian 

languages. 

L We wi II have to become more sensitive to the QJ,fferences 

among Asian nations as well as their Slllilarities. 

{ We should ~be sensitive to the pride, dignity and -
nationalism of Asian peoples and natjons.4-ike most people, 

44t~ 
Asians prefer to rule themselve bad than to be II r led 

j Asians prefer Asian initiative} proposed by Asians. 

So do we. 

~) Finally, we must learn to suppress our national 

enthusiasm for quick solutions• 

l Asia's problems are extraordinarily complex and 

intractable; they wi II be with us for a long time to come, 

and we ~es to practice some traditional 

Asian patience. 



I have no doubt that we wi II meet, in Asia as 

in the rest of the world, time and again ~• disappointment, -
disillusionment, ingratitude and frustration. 

L Yet we must !:!,2t be deterred. W.c.~-.-.-~:::---~It is our good fortune to be • citizens of the 

most prosperous and powerfu I nation in t he 

/ It is the prosperous who can most afford compassion 

and humilit~ . 
• 

/ It is the powerful who can most afford patience 

_. .. ~p not pursue policies -- or judge ourselves == ..,.. __.. 
-- in consonance with the passion of the moment. 

L Let us pursue those courses of which, in the judgment 

of history, it can be said: "These were the eaths taken by -
\fi se !JWl· " 

# # # # # 

, 



REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY 
WEST POINT, NEW YORK 

JUNE 8, 1966 

Gentlemen, I salute you. You have completed four years of rigorous 
training -- of mind, of body, and of spirit. You have done ·vrell. 

But I congratulate you even more on what lies ahead -- for the 
lives of service to your country and to your fellowmen which you 
begin here today. 

The demands on you will be great -- greater than on any previous 
generation of the "Long Gray Line" that has passed proudly through 
this great institution. 

Never before has your country been so deeply linked with every 
part of a rapidly shrinking and changing world. 

Never before has the power available to men been so awesome. 

Yet never before have men everywhere been so aware that power alone 
cannot solve their most urgent problems nor satisfy their deepest 
needs. 

You are soldiers. There will be times when your courage, your 
coolness, and your command of the military arts will be required 
in full measure. 

But you will have to be more -- much more -- than fighting men. 

You will have to be builders . 

You will have to be diplomats and psychologists, engineers and 
politicians, advisers, educators, and friends. 

For in the years ahead, the peace and security of the human family 
will be threatened by aggressions far more subtle than those of 
armed regiments moving across national frontiers. 

World peace and security will be threatened by propaganda, subversion 
and agitation . . .by economic warfare . . .by assassination of honest 
and able leaders ... as well as by the naked use of armed force. 

World peace and security will be threatened, above all, by the very 
existence, for two-thirds of mankind, of conditions of hunger, 
disease and ignorance. 
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We must learn that the simple solutions of times past will not meet 
the present-day challenges) and new forms of aggression) we face. 

Our "doves" must learn that there are times when power must be used. 
They must learn that there is no substitute for force in the face of 
a determined enemy who resorts to terror) subversion and aggression) 
whether concealed or open. 

Our "hawks" must learn that military power is not enough. They must 
learn) indeed) that it can be wholly unavailing if not 
accompanied by political effort and by the credible promise to 
ordinary people of a better life. 

And all of us must learn to adapt our military planning and actions 
to the new conditions of subversive warfare -- the so-called wars of 
national liberation. 

We must learn to meet and defeat our enemy on all) not just oneJ 
of the battlefields. We must use the techniques of politics) of 
economic development) of information and social advancement -- and 
of coordinating all these efforts in a rational and effective total 
effort. 

We are linked to all parts of a complex and changing world . I want 
to turn now to one part -- but a most important part -- of that 
world. It is a part of the world that I know is much on your minds. 
I speak of Asia) and of America's role there. 

In this Spring of 1966) we urgently need perspective on Asia --
on its history and the history of our relationship. That perspective 
can give us guidelines for wise choices -- and a solid base for 
realistic hopes. 

I believe the ingredients of perspective can be found in the 
answers to three questions: Who and what is Asia? How did we get 
involved with Asia? And) finally) can be achieve sensible 
goals in Asia? 

*** 
Who and what is Asia? 

Asia means people -- more than half of mankind. 

Asia means civilizations -- venerable) inventive) artistic) and 
deeply rooted cultures. 

Asia means religions -- the great compassionate religious and 
ethical systems of Hinduism) Confucianism) Buddhism) Islam) 
and Christianity. 
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Asia means problems -- the age-old afflictions of poverty, 
illiteracy, disease, exploitation, and oppression. 

And in the modern era -- the past hundred years or so - - Asia 
means revolution. 

It was a revolution that was long in coming but inevitable once 
West met East with full force. 

Revolution is seldom peaceful, never easy. For Asia the period 
of Western impact -- and the transformation it produced - - has 
been often turbulent, bitter, and humiliating. 

Take three major ingredients of modern Western history -- the 
spectacular rise of nationalism, capitalism, and science. Bring 
them to bear on proud older cultures, either through direct 
colonial rule -- as in India, in Indonesia, or Indo-China -- or 
through enclaves and spheres of influence -- as in China . 

Lit tle wonder the effect would be disruptive on Asian societies, 
as well as sometimes constructive. Little wonder that the results 
would engender resistance and resentment among Asian peoples toward 
the Westerner, as well as curiosity and sometimes friendship . 

And little wonder that the history of Asia in the modern era is 
the history of Asia's response to the West, an unfolding revolu­
tionary process of which the end is by no means in sight. 

It is a process that seeks first to expel the foreign colonial 
master, and has largely succeeded in doing so. 

But independence is only a fragile beginning, not an end . 

With independence comes the struggle for nationhood in the full 
sense of the word -- the struggle to create national unity out 
of religious and linguistic and even geographic fragmentation . 
the struggle to create national power, in order to maintain stability 
within and to deter and resist any would-be aggressors without . 
and the struggle to create both wealth and justice, to create a 
society of expanding opportunities and hope. 

The revolutionary process ~ turbulent and fraught with dangers : 
It contains the danger of unbridled competing nationalisms; 
the lure of false prophets and demagogues; the temptation of 
illusory short-cuts that lead to new tyranny; the passions 
aroused by unfulfilled expectations. 

Nearly fifty years ago a new specific danger was first added 
to this process: The doctrines of Marx and Lenin - - offered as 
an explanation of Asia's past, a plan of action for Asia's present, 
and a blueprint for Asia's future. 
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Though always a tiny minority, the agents of Marxism-Leninism were 
able in parts of wartime and post-war Asia to ride the tide of 
nationalism and anti-colonialism. 

With perseverence and di scipline, they produced an impact far 
beyond their numbers. 

Today we see in mainland China the tragic result of one Asian 
revolution that lost its way -- a revolution captured by a 
disciplined Communist minority. 

I 
The high price of that tragedy is, for the people of China, 
a life of isolation in the world's most rigidly totalitarian 
state, and, for the people of Asia, a profoundly disturbing 
neighbor. 

Today we see in the Indo-China peninsula the tragic result of 
another Asian revolution that lost its way. The people of 
Vietnam, who have lived with violence for a quarter of a century, 
not only find half their country ceded t o a Corr:munist minority regime 
in Hanoi. At the same time they also face a determined effort 
by that regime to force South Vietnam under Communist rule. 

*** 
I come to my second question: How did we get involved with 
Asia? 

The question may sound naive. Yet I frequently hear the statement 
from those who should know better that "America has no business in 
Asia." 

In part this view stems from frustration in the face of Asia's 
complexity. How much easier to withdraw and let nature take its 
course. 

But in part this view also stems from a misreading of history. 

'we are all in some degree both heirs and captives of history. 
And our involvement in Asia is no recent abberration but rather 
a rooted fact of history. 

In one sense, of course, America is simply a something funny 
that happened to Columbus on his way to Asia. 
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In a deeper sense, we are and have been a Pacific power from the 
days of New England's clipper ships in the late 18th century. 

Our traders and entrepre~eurs soon were joined by our missionaries 
not simply evangelists, but docto~s and nurses, teachers, engineers 
and agricultural spec ialists. By the mid-19th century American 
ships had opened up Japan, and American cit izens were leading 
participants in what became the greatest export of people and 
technology ever attempted from one civilization to another -- much 
of it focused on China. 

In the process, we became catal ytic agents of transformation. 
In the process, too , He became unwitting participants in Asian 
history, and in revolution . 

America's role in Asia today is a direct product of the century 
that preceded "1-Jorld li ar II and of the war itself. 

For with the end of that war, the responsibilities of victory 
imposed on us a stabilizing role in Japan and Korea. 

And with the beginning of the Cold War, the Communist victory 
in China, and the outbreak of the Korean Har, American power 
was the onl y shield available to fragile and newly independent 
nations in non-Communist Asia. 

This was not a role we had sought. This vias not the peace for vlhich 
we yearned. 

Nor is it a role we seek to perpetuate today . But the peace still 
eludes us. For there are those in Asia who still pursue their 
objectives by aggression and subversion . And there are others who 
ask our help in meeting this threat. 

*** 
I come to my final question: Can we achieve sensible goals in 
Asia? 

"1-Jhat, in simplest form are those goals? 

First, vie seek to assist free nations, willing to help 
themselves, in their deterrence of and resistance to all 
forms of aggression. 

Second, we seek to assist free nations, willing to help themselves, 
in the great tasks of nation-building. \ie must lead other rich 
nations in the v1ar on poverty, ignorance and disease in Asia. 

Third, we seek to strengthen the forces of regional cooperation 
on the basis of Asian initiatives. 
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And finally, we seek and will continue to seek to build bridges, 
to keep open the doors of communication, to the Communist states 
of Asia, and in particular Communist China -- ,iust a s we have 
to the Soviet Union and the Communist states of Eastern ·Europe. 

The isolation of the Asian Communist states -- however caused -­
breeds unreality, delusion , and miscalculation . 

Efforts to break that isolation may, for the time be ing , provoke 
denunciation and hostility . But we shall persevere and explore 
means of communication and exchange . , looking to the day 
when the leaders of Asian communism -- as their former colleagues 
in Europe -- will come to recognize the self-destruct iveness and 
vTastefulness of their present bellicose policies . 

Prudence and reason, not the slogans of the past, will guide us 
as we t r y to reduce the unacceptable risks of ignorance and 
misunderstanding in a the r monuclear age . 

Let me underline what we do not seek : 

We do not seek alignment, except from those who choose it. We 
do not seek economic privilege. We do not seek t erritory or 
military bases . We do not seek to dominate or to conquer. 

Our objectives are best served by one result in Asia : 

The emergence of nations dedicated to their own national 
independence, to the vTell-being of their people, and to the 
pursuit of peace. 

*** 
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I return now to my question: Can these objectives be achieved? 

My answer is yes. But much depends on our actions as a 
nation, and on the understanding that prompts those actions. 

In the struggle for a peaceful, strong, and developing free 
Asia, our assets in the region are great. 

In Japan, at one end of Asia's arc, we have a staunch friend, 
a highly developed nation, our second trading partner, an 
immense potential force for the development of Asia. 

On the South Asian subcontinent, at the other end, we have 
close friends in India, the world 's largest democracy, and 
in Pakistan. Both nations are dedicated to independence and 
bravely embarked on programs of development. 

And in the Southwest Pacific, completing the triangle, are 
our friends in Australia and New Zealand who share our 
commitment to the future of Asia. 

Elsewhere -- in Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Thailand, 
Burma, Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia -- we find nations 
committed in differing fashions to independence and develop­
ment. We respect their corr~itment, and we respect their 
differences. We applaud their leadership. 

But what of the states of former French Indo-China? 

There, of course, is the present focal point of war and 
revolution in Asia. And there we are tested as never 
before. We face a situation of external aggression and 
subversion against a post-colonial nation that has never 
had the breathing space to develop its politics or its 
economy. 

In South Vietnam, both defense and development -- the war 
against the aggressor and the war against despair -- are 
fused as never before. Vietnam challenges our courage, our 
ingenuity, and our ability to persevere. 

If we can succeed there -- if we can help sustain an 
independent South Vietnam, free to determine its own future 
-- then our prospects , and the prospects for free men 
throughout Asia, will be bright indeed. 

\1e know this. Cur friends and allies know it. And our 
adversaries know it. That is why one small country looms 
so large today on everyone 's map of Asia. 

But Asia will not disappear with a Vietnam settlement. 
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Nor will our objectives and responsibilities in Asia 
disappear. 

The peace and development of Asia will be high on our 
national agenda for the rest of this century. 

So will our relations with the nations of Asia -- including 
our relations with mainland China. 

President Johnson's address at Johns Hopkins University last 
year was an historic formulation of American purposes in 
Asia. 

In that speech he said that our corrmitment to South Vietnam 
was firm, that our quest for peace would be unremitting, and 
that our continuing concern with the welfare of the peoples 
of Southeast Asia could be tested by Asians ready to initiate 
cooperative ventures of peaceful development. The President 
pledged l billion dollars to projects that might be developed. 

In that speech, too, President Johnson envisaged partici­
pation by North Vietnam in constructive social and economic 
arrangements once Hanoi had decided to stop the shooting. 
And last February, he again appealed to the "men of the 
north" to stop aggression and to join in helping fulfill 
the unsati sfied ''1ant s of the people of the region. 

Terminat wn of \•Jar alone ·1ould be a maj or contribution to 
the process of accelerated social and economic development 
in A ~ ia. 

But there are other basic problems 1,1hich face most of the 
countries i n the area . 

In As ia , income s are low. Population growth is high. There 
is a shortage of capital. The need for i nve stment is almost 
limit less. There i s exce .:;sive dependence on a limited number 
of products for foreign exchange earnings. 

The se problems demand the attention of countries in the 
area as well as countries outside which are able to help . 

But there is promi s ing ferment in free Asia today -- ferment 
that can lead to higher standards of performance on the part 
of individual countries and a greater sense of community 
among them. 

War is ahvays cruel . But the war in Vietnam :;hould not 
ob scure for us the fact that behind the smoke and uproar is 
the testing of an issue vital t o all of Asia, and indeed the 
world. 
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Can independent, non-Communist states not only survive, but 
gr8w and fl8urish in face of Communist pressure? 

In that confrontat ion, a review of free Asia's achievements 
should give us s8lid ground f8r hope. 

Consider South Korea, where exports have increased by 500 
per cent in the pa st three years. C8nsider Ta iwan, which 
ha s been transformed from a n a id-receiving to an a id-giving 
C8untry and enj8ys a rate 8f economic growth higher than 
even that of J apan. Consider Mal aysia a nd Tha ila nd, where 
ambitious development plans are being l aunched. Yes, 
consider Ind8nesia , where new leaders are determined to 
see that potentially rich country resume a resp8nsible 
place in the world community. 

All of these developments are striking evidence that, 
n8rwithstanding C8mmunist boasts that they represent the 
wave of the future, the rea l achievements t a king place 
within Asia have occurred in area s that rely upon independence, 
competition, a nd respect f8r nationa l integrity 2s the 
bases f8r genuine and enduring socia l a nd econon1ic progress. 

As we Americans strive to deal lvith the immense problems -­
and the promise -- 8f a vibrant, modernizing interdependent 
Asia in the years ahead, we 1vill be called upon to sh8H 
special qualities of mind and spirit and understand ing a s 
a nation. 

\·Ie vrill have to learn far more about Asian histroy and Asian 
cultures than a ny of us no-vr knovr . Fe need more than nodding 
acquaintance with the l~ey critica l issues tha t absorb the 
attention of Asians. 

We v-1i ll have to learn to speak and read As i an l anguages. 

We 1vill have to become more sensitive to the differences 
among Asian nations as 1vell a s their similarities. 

We should a lso be sensitive to the pride, dignity and 
nationalism of As i an peoples and nations. Like most people, 
Asians prefer to rule themselves badly than to be well ruled 
by some foreigner. The same goes for advice and initia tives . 
Otherwise good ideas inevitably lose some of their appeal if 
carried through Asia in clearly foreign wrappings. 

Asian s prefer Asian initiatives, proposed by Asians . So do 
-vre . 

v I Fina lly, \ ·Te must learn to suppress om; national enthusia sm 
for quick solutions. 

Asia ' s problems are extraordinarily complex and intractable; 
they will be 11ith us for a long time to come, and vle should 

, force ourselves to practice some t r aditiona l Asian patience. 
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I It is patience -- and perspective -- tha t we will need 

1 in the years ahead. 

For I have no doubt that vTe will meet, in Asia as in the 
rest of the 1vorld, time and a gain with disappointment, 
disillusionment, ingratitude a nd frustration. 

Yet He must not be deterred. 

It is our good fortune to be free citizens of the most 
prosperous and pmverful na tion in the history of the ea rth. 

It is the prosperous 1vho can most afford compa ssion a nd 
humility. 

It is the pmverful 1vho can most a fford patience a nd 
perspective. 

Let us, then, not pursue policies -- or judge ourselves -­
in consona nce 1·1ith the passion of the moment. 

Let us pursue those courses of which, in the judgment of 
history, it can be said: "These 1vere the pa ths tal~en by 
wise men . 11 

##### 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH lNG TON . D.C. 

6/23/66 

Ruth: 

Col Fisher. West Point. mailed the 
tape and the transcript {25 copies) 
to Norman Sherman by name on 
June 9. He is sending me another 
copy of the transcript just in case we 
cannot locate others. and has a copy 
of the tape in case we need to have 
that duplicated. {I asked him to hold 
up on the latter until he heard from 
us. ) 

Ashton 
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MILITARY AIDE TO THE VICE PRESIDENT 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20506 

DEAR CoLONEL BECKINGTON: 

23 JUNE 1966 

INCLOSED IS A COPY OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 1S SPEECH 
ON JuNE 8 AS GIVEN. 

WE MAILED 25 COPIES, PLUS A TAPE RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL 
SPEECH, TO MR. SHERMAN ON JUNE 9. MISS GALLAGHER SAID SHE 
WOULD BEGIN A SEARCH FOR THESE BUT REQUESTED AN ADDITIONAL 
COPY OF THE TRANSCRIPT, JUST IN CASE. 

IF THE TAPE RECORDING CANNOT BE LOCATED, WE CAN HAVE 
ANOTHER COPY MADE AND FORWARDED TO YOU, 

INCL 
A/s 

WITH BEST WISHES FROM WEST POINT. 

r;;L~~~· 
EMIL FISHER, JR. 
LIEUTENANT CoLONEL, ARMOR 
INFORMATION OFFICER (AssT) 
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NEWS RELEASE 

REMARKS -- AS GIVEN 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY, UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY, 
WEST POINT, NEW YORK, JUNE 8, 1966 

Thank you General Bennett, General Abrams, my esteemed 

friend and great American General Bradley, Congressman Dow, 

Reverend Clergy and above all the members of this Graduating 

Class of 1966 of the United States Military Academy -- my fellow 

Americans. 

Gentlemen, I salute you. You have completed four years of 

rigorous training -- training of mind, body, and spirit -- and 

your nation knows that you have done well. 

But I congratulate you even more on what lies ahead -- for 

the lives of service to your country and to your fellowmen. 

The demands on you will be great -- greater than any previous 

generation of the "Long Gray Line" that has passed proudly through 

this great institution. 

Never before has your country been so deeply linked with 

every part of a rapidly shrinking and changing world. 

Never before has the power available to men been so awesome. 

Yet never before have men everywhere been so aware that power, 

power alone cannot solve their most urgent problems nor satisfy 
(MORE) 
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their deepest needs. 

You are soldiers. Proud of your country and the uniform 

that you wear. And, there will be times when your courage and 

your coolness, and your command of the military arts will be 

required in full measure. 

But you will have to be more -- much more -- than fighting 

men. 

You will have to be builders, great citizens. 

You will have to be diplomats and psychologists, engineers 

and politicians, advisers, educators, and friends. 

In the years ahead, the peace and security of the human 

family will be threatened by aggressions far more subtle than 

those of armed regiments moving across national frontiers. 

World peace and security will be threatened by propaganda, 

subversion and agitation .•. by economic warfare •.• by 

assassination of honest and able leaders • • • as well as by the 

naked use of armed force. 

World peace and security will be threatened, above all, by 

the very existence, for two-thirds of mankind, of conditions of 

hunger, disease ana ignorance. 

Therefore, we must learn that the simple solutions of times 

past will not meet the complexities of today. 

Our so-called "doves," an inadequate word but often used, 

must learn that there are times when power must be used. They 

must learn that there is no substitute for force in the face of 

a determined enemy who resists or resort to terror, subversion, 

aggression, whether concealed or opened. 

2 (MORE) 
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And, our so-called "hawks," again an inadequate word, must 

learn that military power alone is not enough. They must learn 

that n.:i_li tary power can be wholly unavailing if not accompanied 

by political effort and by the credible promise to the ordinary 

people of a better life. 

And all of us must learn to adapt our military planning and 
and 

actions, and indeed our political planning/actions, to the new 

conditions of subversive warfare -- the so-called wars of national 

liberation. 

We must learn to confront our enemy on all, not just one, 

of the many battlefields. We must use the techniques of polit ~cs, 

of economic development, of information, of education and social 

betterment -~ and of coordinating all these efforts in a rational 

and effective total -- total effort. 

I say these things because we are linked to all parts of a 

complex and cha nging world. Now I want to turn· to one part of 

that world, a big part. And I speak of Asia, and America's role 

there. 

In this sumner of 1966, we urgen tly need perspective on 

Asia and that perspective c an give us guiaelines for wise 

choices -- and a solid base fo r r ealistic hopes. 

I believe that the ingredients of perspect i ve can be found 

in the answers to these questions : who and what is Asia ; how did 

we get involved with As i ~; and , finally , can we achieve sensible 

goals in Asia '? ][ am confident that these questions are very much 

in your minds . 

Well, now, who and what is Asia? 
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Asia means people -- more than half of mankind. 

Asia means civilizations -- venerable , inventive, artistic, 

and deeply rooted cultures. 

Asia means religions -- the great compassionate religious 

and ethical systems of Hinduism, Confucianism, Buddhism , Islam , 

and Christianity. 

Asia means problems -- the age-old afflictions of poverty, 

illiteracy, disease, exploitation, and oppression. 

And in the modern era -- the past one hundred years or so --

Asia means revolution. 

It was a revolution t hat was long in coming but indeed 

inevitable once West met East with full force. 

And, revolution is seldom pea ceful, and never easy. For 

Asia the period of Western impact has often been turbulent, bitter, 

and humiliating . 

Take three major ingredients of modern Western history, 

our history -- the spectacular rise of nationalism, capitalism, 

and science. Bring them to bear on the proud old cultures, 

either through direct colonial rule -- as in India, in Indonesia, 

or Indo-China -- or through enclaves and spheres of influence --

as i n China. 

Little wonder the effect would be d isruptive on Asian 

societies, as well as sometimes constructive. And little wonder 

that the results would engender resistance and resentment among 

Asian peoples towards the Westerner , as well as curiosity and 

sometimes friendship. 

And little wonder that Asia's response to the Vest is an 
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unfolding revolutionary process of which the end is by no means 

in sight. 

That process seeks first to expel for once and for all the 

foreign colonial master, and has largely succeeded in doing so. 

But independence is only a fragile beginning and not an end. 

With independence comes the struggle for nationhood i n the 

full sense of the word -- the strugzle to create nationa l unity 

out of religious and linguistic and even geographic fraRmenta­

tion ••• the struggle to create national power, the struggle to 

maintain stabil i ty within and to deter and resist any would-be 

aggressors from without • and the struggle to create both 

wealth and justice, to create a society of expanding opportunities 
and hope. 

The revolutionary process, as you know, is turbulent and it's 

fraught with horrible dangers: i t contains the danger of unbridled 

competing nationalism, the lure of false prophets and demagogues, 

the temptation of illusory short-cuts that lead to new tyranny, 

the passions aroused by unfulfilled expectat i ons. 

Nearly fifty years ago a new specific danger was added to 

this process, the doctrines of Marx and Lenin -- offered as an 

explanation of Asia 's past, a plan of action for Asia's present, 
and a blueprint f or Asia's future. 

Though always, and I repeat always, a tiny minority, the agents 
of Marxist-Leninism were able in parts of wartime and post-war Asia 
to ride the t ide of nationalism and anti-colonial i s m. 

Wi th perseverance and discipline, they produced an impact 

far beyond their numbers. 
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Today we see in mainland China the tragic result of one Asian 

revolution that lost its way -- a revolution captured by a 

disciplined Communist minority . 

The high price of that tragedy is, for the people of China, 

a life of isolation in the world's most rigidly totalitarian state, 

and, for the people of all Asia, a profoundly disturbing and at 

times dangerous neighbor. 

Today we see in the Indo-China peninsula the tragic result o f 

another Asian revolution that lost its way. The people of Vietnam, 

who have lived with violence for a quarter of a century, in colonial 

rule for a century, find half their country ceded to a Communist 

minority regime in Hanoi. At the same time they face a determined 

effort by that same regime to force South Vietnam under Communist 

rule . 

Now I come to my seconc1 question: How did we ever get 

involved in Asia? 

\1ell, the question may seem naive. Yet I frequently hear the 

statement from those who should lmow better that "America has no 

business in Asia ." 

In part this stems from frustration in the face of Asia's 

complexity. How much easier it is to withdraw and let so-called 

nature tak e its course. 

But in part t hi s also stems from the misreading of 

history. 

We are all in some degree both heirs and captives of history. 

And our involvement in Asia i s no recent abberration but rather 

a rooted fact of history . 
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VIe are the!'e and have been a Pacific power from the days of 

the New England clipper ships in the late 18th century. 

Our traders and entrepreneurs soon were joined ~JY our mission-

aries -- and not simply evangelists, but doctors and nurses, and 

teachers and engineers, and businessmen and agricultural specialists. 

By the mid-19th century American ships had opened up Japan, and 

American citizens were leading participants in what became the 

greatest export of people and technology ever attempted from one 

civilization to another -- and much of it was focused upon China. 

In the process, we became catalytic agents of transformation. 

We became unwitting participants in Asian history, in fact in 

Asian revolution . 

And America's role in Asia today is a direct product in part 

of the century that preceded World War II and war itself. 

~ith the end of that war, the responsibilities of victory 

imposed on us a stabilizing role in the entire Pacific area. 

And with t he beginning of the Cold \'lar, the Communist victory 

and takeover in China, and the outbreak of the Korean War, American 

power v1as the only shield available to fragile and newly indepen-

dent nations in non-Communist Ania . 
our 

This is the history of/involvement. This was not, however, 

the role that we had sought. This was not the peace for which we 

had yearned. 

Nor is it a r ole that we seek to perpetuate today. But the 

peace still eludes us. There are t hose in Asia who still pursue 

their objectives by force, by as~ression, and subversion. And 

the:.. .. e are those" who asl~ our help in meeting this threat. 

7 (MCRE) . 



.. . 

Now I come to my fi nal question an<l one for the ft~ture and 
for you: Can we achieve sensible goals in Asia? 

Now, what, in the simplest forms,are those goals? 
Nell , first we seek to assist free nations, willing to help 

themselves, in their deterrence of and resistance to all forms of 
aggression. 

Second, we seek to assist free nations, willing to help them~ 
selves, in the ~reat tasks of nation-building . Thi s means that we 
must lead other rich nations in t he war on poverty, ignorance and 
Qisease in lsia . Because where there is constant want there is no 
peace. 

Third, we seek to strengthen the forces of regional coopera-
tion on the basis of Asian initiat i ves. 

, 
And finally, we seek and will continue to seek to build 

bridges, to keep open the doors of communication, to the Communist 
states of Asia, and in particular Communist China just as we 
have to the Sovie t Union and the Comr,mnist states o f E2.stern Europe. 

The isolation of Asian Communist states -- however caused --
breeds unreality , delus i ons, a nd miscalculation . 

""'fforts to break that isola tion may, for the t i me being, 
provoke denunciation and hostility. We must expect i t. But we 
shall persevere a nd explore means o f communi cation and exchanges, 
looldng t o the day when the leaders of Asian communism -- as with 
t heir fornei~ co lleagues in Europe -- will come to recognize the sel f -
destructiveness and the wastefulness of their present bellicose 
policies. 
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Pl~uc1ence and reason , not t i.1e slogans of the past, v1ill guide 

us as we try to reduce the unacceptable risks, the unacceptable 

risks, I repeat , of ignorance and misunderstandine in a ther~o­

nuclear age . 

Now let me u.nc1erline what \Ve ~o not seel;:: : Ue do not seek 

ali~nr.1ent, except i:;.~om those who choose it. We do not seek economic 

privilege. We do not seek terri tory or military bases . We do not 

seeL: to dominate or to conquer. 

Our objectives,this nation's objectives, are best served by 

one result in Asia : The emergence of nations dedicated to their 

own national independence, to the well-being of their own people, 

and to the sinceTe pursuit of peace. 

I now return to my question: Can these objectives be achieved? 

And my answer is yes. But much depends on our actions as a 

nation, on your understanding that prompts those actions . 

In the struggle for a peaceful, strong, and developing free 

Asia, our assets in that region are ereat . 

In Japan, we have a staunch friend and a highly developed 

nation, an immense potent i al force for the development of Asia . 

On the South Asian subcontinent, we have close friends in 

India , the world's largest democracy, and in Pakistan . Both 

nations are c:ledicated to independence and bravely embaz-ked on vast 

programs of developRent. 

In the southwest Pacific, we have our friends in Australia 

and New Zealand who share with us our commitment to the future of 

free Asia . 

Elsewhe::ce in Korea, Taiwan and the Philippines , Ceylon and 

Thailand, Burma, Malaysia, Singapore, and now Indonesia -- we fin~ 
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nations CO@mitted i n differing fashions to independence and develop-

ment . \'!e respect their commi t 1;1ent. i'.'e respect their cifferences . 

Ue applau6 their initiative and thei~ leadership. 

But what of the states of the former French Indo-China? 

He re is the present focal point of war and revolution in Asia. 

f~nd here we are tested as never befor e. We face a situation of 

external aggress i on and subve~s ion aga i nst a post-colonial nat i on 

t hat has never had the breathing space to develop its politics 

or i ts economy. 

In South Vietnam, both defense and development -- the war 

against the aggressor and the war against misery and despair 
before, 

are fused as never I one and inseparable. Vietnam, my fellow 
military 

Americans, challenges our/courage, our political ingenuity, and our 

ability and willingness to persevere . 

If we can succeed there -- if we can help sustain an indepen-

dent South Vietnam, free to determine i ts own futu r e -- even in its 

rather disruptive and confusing way, then the prospects for free 

men throughout Asia , will be bright indeed . 

NovJ we Imow this . Ouzo friends and allies lmow it. And our 

adversaries i~nov1 it too. And that i s why one small count ry looms 

so large today on everybody's s ap of Asia . 

3ut m~n1l-: 1uy v1ords , Asia will not disappear even with a 

Vietnam settl eme nt. 

No:c will ou11 objectives and 11 esponsibili t ies in Asia disappeal". 

The peace and the deve l opment of Asia will be hieh on our 

national agenda , on your lifetime agenda, for the rest of this 

century. 
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President Johnson's address at Johns Hopi~ins University last 

year was a historic fo:o.·mulation of Aue:;..1 ican purposes in Asia. 

He said that our commitment in South Vietnam was firm, that 

our quest for peace would be unreli1i tting, that our continuing 

concern with the welfare of the peoples of Southeast Asia could be 

tested by Asians ready to initiate cooperative ventures of peaceful 

development. The President pledged generous Amei~ican aid. 

Yes, he envisaged participation by North Vietnam in con-

structive social and economic arr~ngements once Hanoi had decided 

to stop the shooting. And last February, he again appealed to the 

"men of the north" to stop their aggression and to join manl:ind in 
to 

helping~ulfill the unsatisfied wants of the millions of people of 

that region. 

Termination of war alone would be a major contribution to the 

process of accelerated social and economic developlitent in Asia. It 

is still true, my fellow Americans, America hates war and the only 

war that we want to fight, nov1 as in the past, and in the future, is 

a war against the ancient enemies of mankind that plague us in vast 

areas of the world. Hunger and poverty, disease and illiteracy --

those are the enemies. 

There is a promising ferment, however, in Asia today -- a 

ferment that can lead to higher standards of performance on the 

part of individual countries and a great sense of comQunity among 

them. 

But Asia desperately needs peace. The question :t..1 emains; can 

independent, non-Communist states not only survive in this 

I;: incl of a world but {;rOY/ and flourish in the face of Communist 

pressure? 
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In that confrontation, a review cf free Asia's achievements 

should give us solid ground for hope. 

Consider South iiorea , where exports have increasec by 500 per 

cent in the past three years. Conside~ Taiwan, which has been 

transformed from an aid-receiving to an aid-giving country and 

enjoys a rate of economic growth higher than that even of Japan. 

Consider Malaysai and Thailand, where ambitious development plans 

are being launched. Consider the Philippines where new leadership 

strengthens democratic institution and inspires social and 

economic progress. Yes my fellow Americans, consider Indonesia, 

where new leaders are determined to see that potentially rich 

country resume a ~esponsible place in the world community. 

I say that all of these developments are striking evidence 

that, notwithstanding Communist propae;anda and boasts that they 

represent the wave of the future, that the real wave of the f~ture, 

the real achievements taking place within Asia have occurred in 

areas that rely upon freedom and independence, competition and the 

respect for national integrity as the true basis for genuine and 

enduring social an •.: economic progress. 
therefore, 

As we P. mericans/stri ve to deal VJi th these immense p::i.~oblems --

and the promise -- of a vibrant, modernizing interdependent Asia 

in the years ahead, we will be called upon to show special 

qualities of mind and spirit and understanding. 

rle will have to learn far more about Asian history and Asian 

cultures than any of us nm'l l:now . r!e shall need more than a 

nodding acquaintance with the key critical issues that absorb the 

attention of Asians. 
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Ue will have to learn to spea~ and read Asian languages. 
· · - ~ , ·. -

We will have to become more sensit ive to the differences 

among Asian nations as well as their Si@i larities. 

And we should be sensitive to the pride, the dienity and the 

nationalism of Asian peoples and nations. Like most people, Asians 

prefer to rule themselves ,even if badly, than to be well ruled by 

sor:1e foreigner . 
prefer 

Asirns/ Asian initiatives . So do we. 

Finally, we must learn to supp~ess our national enthusiasm 

ior instant solutions to age-old problems. 

Asia's problems are extraordi narily complex and i nt r actable; 

and they wi ll be vlith us for a long time to come. VIe must 

discipline ourselves to practice some traditional Asian patience. 

It i s perseveri ng patience -- and perspective -- that we will 

need i n the years ahead . 

And I have no doubt that we wi ll meet, i n Asia as in the rest 

of the world, time and again disappointment, disillusionment, 

Yankee go home, ingratitude and frustration. 

But r1e mus t not be deterred. \'le must not falter . 

It i s our eood fortune to be c itizens of the most prosperous 

and powerful nation in the world. rlith that eood fortune comes 

responsibility and duty . 

I t i s the prosperous wt o can most afford compass ion and 

huuility . 

It is the powerful who most can affor d patience and 

perspective. 
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To be fi~m , vli·t,t~put beine belligerant; to ~e strong, \7i thout 

being bellicose, these QUst be ou? standards. 

Let us, then, not pursue policies -- or judge ourselves --

in consonance with the passion of the moment. 

But rather let us pursue those courses of which, in the judg-

ment of history, it can be \Vri tten: "These were the paths taL:en 

by ·wise men." 

My congratulations to this class. 
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