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.« .. in the years ahead, the peace and security of the hu-
man family will be threatened by aggressions far more subtle
than those of armed regiments moving across national fron-
tiers.

“World peace and seeurity will be threatened by propa-
ganda, subversion and agitation . . . by econgmic warfare . . .
by assassination of honest and able leaders . . . as well as by
the naked use of armed force.

“World peace and security will be threatened, above all,
by the very existence, for two-thirds of mankind, of condi-
tions of hunger, disease and ignorance.”
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“Let us pursue those courses of which, in the judgment of
history, it can be said: ‘These were the paths taken by
wise men.””’

Gentlemen, I salute you. You have completed four years of
rigorous training—of mind, of body, and of spirit. You have
done well,

Jut I congratulate you even more on what lies ahead—for
the lives of service to your country and to your fellowmen
which you begin here today.

The demands on you will be great—greater than on any
previous generation of the “Long Gray Line” that has passed
proudly through this great institution.

Never before has your country been so deeply linked with
every part of a rapidly shrinking and changing world.

Never before has the power available to men been so awe-
some,

Yet never before have men everywhere been so aware that
power alone cannot solve their most urgent problems nor
satisfy their deepest needs.

You are soldiers. There will be times when your courage,
your coolness, and your command of the military arts will be
required in full measure.

But you will have to be more—much more—than fichting
men.

You will have to be builders.

You will have to be diplomats and psychologists, engineers
and politicians, advisers, educators, and friends.

For in the years ahead, the peace and security of the hu-
man family will be threatened by aggressions far more subtle
than those of armed regiments moving across national fron-
tiers.

Threats to Peace and Security

World peace and security will be threatened by propa-
ganda, subversion and agitation . . . by economic warfare . . .
by assassination of honest and able leaders . . . as well as by
the naked use of armed force.

World peace and security will be threatened, above all, by
the very existence, for two-thirds of mankind, of conditions
of hunger, disease and ignorance.

We must learn that the simple solutions of times past will
not meet the present-day challenges, and new forms of aggres-
sion, we face.

Our “doves” must learn that there are times when power
must be used. They must learn that there is no substitute
for force in the face of a determined enemy who resorts to
terror, subversion and aggression, whether concealed or open.

Our “hawks’ must learn that military power is not enough.
They must learn, indeed, that it can be wholly unavailing if
not accompanied by political effort and by the credible promise
to ordinary people of a better life.



And all of us must learn to adapt our military planning and
actions to the new conditions of subversive warfare—the so-
called wars of national liberation.

We must learn to meet and defeat our enemy on all, not
just one, of the battlefields. We must use the techniques of
politics, of economic development, of information and social
advancement—and of coordinating all these efforts in a ra-
tional and effective total effort.

Need for Perspective on Asia

We are linked to all parts of a complex and changing
world. T want to turn now to one part—but a most important
part—of that world. It is a part of the world that I know is
much on your minds. I speak of Asia, and of America’s role
there.

In this Spring of 1966, we urgently need perspective on
Asia—on its history and the history of our relationship. That
perspective can give us guidelines for wise choices—and a
solid base for realistic hopes.

I believe the ingredients of perspective can be found in the
answers to three questions: Who and what is Asia? How
did we get involved with Asia? And, finally, can we achieve
sensible goals in Asia?

* * %

Who and what is Asia?

Asia means people—more than half of mankind. )

‘Asia means civilizations—venerable, inventive, artistic, and
deeply rooted cultures.

Asia means religions—the great compassionate religious
and ethical systems of Hinduism, Confucianism, Buddhism,
Islam, and Christianity.

Asia means problems—the age-old afflictions of poverty,
illiteracy, disease, exploitation, and oppression.

And in the modern era—the past hundred years or so—
Asia means revolution.

It was a revolution that was long in coming but inevitable
once West met East with full force.

Revolution is seldom peaceful, never easy. For Asia the
period of Western impact—and the transformation it pro-
duced—has been often turbulent, bitter, and humiliating.

Take three major ingredients of modern Western history—
the spectacular rise of nationalism, capitalism, and science.
Bring them to bear on proud older cultures, either through
direct colonial rule—as in India, in Indonesia, or Indo-China
—or through enclaves and spheres of influence—as in China.

Little wonder the effect would be disruptive on Asian so-
cieties, as well as sometimes constructive. Little wonder that
the results would engender resistance and resentment among

Asian peoples toward the Westerner, as well as curiosify and
sometimes friendship.

The Unfolding Struggles

Apd ]itt]g wonder that the history of Asia in the modern
era is the history of Asia’s response to the West, an unfolding
rgv}?]cutlonary process of which the end is by no means in
sight.

It is a process that seeks first to expel the foreign colonial
master_, and has largely succeeded in doing so.

But independence is only a fragile beginning, not an end.

With independence comes the struggle for nationhood in the
full sense of the word—the struggle to create national unity
out of religious and linguistic and even geographic fragmenta-
tion . . . the struggle to create national power, in order to
maintain stability within and to deter and resist any would-be
aggressors without . . . and the struggle to create both wealth
ind Justice, to create a society of expanding opportunities and

ope.

The revolutionary process is turbulent and fraught with
dfl:lge_rs: It contains the danger of unbridled competing na-
tionalisms; the lure of false prophets and demagogues; the
temptation of illusory short-cuts that lead to new tyranny;
the passions aroused by unfulfilled expectations.

Tragic Results of Communism

Nes}rly fifty years ago a new specific danger was first added
to this process: The doctrines of Marx and Lenin—offered
as an explanation of Asia's past, a plan of action for Asia’s
present, and a blueprint for Asia’s future.

Though always a tiny minority, the agents of Marxism-
Leninism were able in parts of wartime and post-war Asia to
rIde']the tide of nationalism and anti-colonialism.

With perseverance and discipline, they produced an impact
far beyond their numbers.

Today we see in mainland China the tragic result of one
Asian revolution that lost its way—a revolution captured by a
(Itsclplmfzd Communist minority.

The high price of that tragedy is, for the people of China,
a life of isolation in the world’s most rigidly totalitarian state,
and, for the people of Asia, a profoundly disturbing neighbor.

Today we see in the Indo-China peninsula the tragic result
of another Asian revolution that lost its way. The people of
Vietnam, who have lived with violence for a quarter of a
century, not only find half their country ceded to a Communist
minority regime in Hanoi. At the same time they also face a
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determined effort by that regime to force South Vietnam

under Communist rule.
* * *

Origins of Our Role in Asia

I come to my second question: How did we get involved
with Asia?

The question may sound naive. Yet I frequently hear the
statement from those who should know better that “America
has no business in Asia.”

In part this view stems from frustration in the face of
Asia’s complexity. How much easier to withdraw and let na-
ture take its course.

But in part this view also stems from a misreading of
history.

We are all in some degree both heirs and captives of history.
And our involvement in Asia is no recent abberration but
rather a rooted fact of history.

In one sense, of course, America is simply a something
funny that happened to Columbus on his way to Asia.

In a deeper sense, we are and have been a Pacific power
from the days of New England’s clipper ships in the late
18th century.

Our traders and entrepreneurs soon were joined by our
missionaries—not simply evangelists, but doctors and nurses,
teachers, engineers and agricultural specialists. By the mid-
19th century American ships had opened up Japan, and
American citizens were leading participants in what became
the greatest export of people and technology ever attempted
from one civilization to another—much of it focused on China.

In the process, we became catalytic agents of transforma-
tion. In the process, too, we became unwitting participants in
Asian history, and in revolution.

America’s role in Asia today is a direct product of the
century that preceded World War IT and of the war itself.

For with the end of that war, the responsibilities of victory
imposed on us a stabilizing role in Japan and Korea.

And with the beginning of the Cold War, the Communist
victory in China, and the outbreak of the Korean War,
American power was the only shield available to fragile and
newly independent nations in non-Communist Asia.

This was not a role we had sought. This was not the
peace for which we yearned.

Nor is it a role we seek to perpetuate today. But the
peace still eludes us. For there are those in Asia who still
pursue their objectives by aggression and subversion. And
there are others who ask gur help in Teeting this threat.

Our Goals in Asia

I come to my final question: Can we achieve sensible goals
in Asia?

‘What, in simplest form are those goals?

First, we seek to assist free nations, willing to help them-
selves, in their deterrence of and resistance to all forms of
aggression.

Second, we seek to assist free nations, willing to help
themselves, in the great tasks of nation-building. We must
lead other rich nations in the war on poverty, ignorance and
disease in Asia.

Third, we seek to strengthen the forces of regional coopera-
tion on the basis of Asian initiatives.

And finally, we seek and will continue to seek to build
bridges, to keep open the doors of communication, to the
Communist states of Asia, and in particular Communist
China—just as we have to the Soviet Union and the Com-
munist states of Eastern Furope.

The isolation of the Asian Communist states—however
caused—breeds unreality, delusion, and miscalculation.

Efforts to break that isolation may, for the time being,
provoke denunciation and hostility. But we shall persevere
and explore means of communication and exchange, looking
to the day when the leaders of Asian communism—as their
former colleagues in Europe—will come to recognize the self-
destructiveness and wastefulness of their present bellicose
policies.

Prudence and reason, not the slogans of the past, will guide
us as we try to reduce the unacceptable risks of ignorance
and misunderstanding in a thermonuclear age.

Let me underline what we do not seek:

We do not seek alignment, except from those who choose
it. We do not seek economic privilege. We do not seek territory
or military bases. We do not seek to dominate or conquer.

Our objectives are best served by one result in Asia:

The emergence of nations dedicated to their own national
independence, to the well-being of their people, and to the
pursuit of peace.

I return now to my question: Can these objectives be
achieved ?

My answer is yes. But much depends on our actions as a
nation, and on the understanding that prompts those actions.

Assets of Freedom

In the struggle for a peaceful, strong, and developing free
Asia, our assets in the region are great.



In Japan, at one end of Asia’s arc, we have a staunch
friend, a highly developed nation, our second trading partner,
an immense potential force for the development of Asia.

On the South Asian subcontinent, at the other end, we
have close friends in India, the world’s largest democracy,
and in Pakistan. Both nations are dedicated to independence
and bravely embarked on programs of development.

And in the Southwest Pacific, completing the triangle, are
our friends in Australia and New Zealand who share our
commitment to the future of Asia.

Elsewhere—in Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Thailand,
Burma, Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia—we find nations
committed in differing fashions to independence and develop-
ment. We respect their commitment, and we respect their
differences. We applaud their leadership.

The Challenge in Vietnam

But what of the states of former French Indo-China?

There, of course, is the present focal point of war and
revolution in Asia. And there we are tested as never before.
We face a situation of external aggression and subversion
against a post-colonial nation that has never had the breathing
space to develop its politics or its economy.

In South Vietnam, both defense and development—the war
against the aggressor and the war against despair—are fusqd
as never before. Vietnam challenges our courage, our ingenui-
ty, and our ability to persevere. ) )

If we can succeed there—if we can help sustain an In-
dependent South Vietnam, free to determine its own future—
then our prospects, and the prospects for free men throughout
Asia, will be bright indeed.

We know this. Our friends and allies know it. And our
adversaries know it. That is why one small country looms
so large today on everyone’s map of Asia.

But Asia will not disappear with a Vietnam settlement.
Nor will our objectives and responsibilities in Asia disappear.

The peace and development of Asia will be high on our
national agenda for the rest of this century. )

So will our relations with the nations of Asia—including
our relations with mainland China. .

President Johnson’s address at Johns Hopkins University
last year was an historic formulation of American purposes
in Asia.

In that speech he said that our commitment to South
Vietnam was firm, that our quest for peace would be un-
remitting, and that our continuing concern with the welfare
of the peoples of Southeast Asia could be tested by Asians
ready to initiate cooperative ventures of peaceful develop-

ment. The President pledged one billion dollars to projects
that might be developed.

In that speech, too, President Johnson envisaged participa-
tion by North Vietnam in constructive social and economic
arrangements once Hanoi had decided to stop the shooting.
And last February, he again appealed to the “men of the
north” to stop aggression and to join in helping fulfill the
unsatisfied wants of the people of the region.

Termination of war alone would be a major contribution
to th process of accelerated social and economic development
in Asia.

Basic Needs in Asia

But there are other basic problems which face most of the
countries in the area.

In Asia, incomes are low. Population growth is high. There
is a shortage of capital. The need for investment is almost
limitless. There is excessive dependence on a limited number
of products for foreign exchange earnings.

These problems demand the attention of countries in the
area as well as countries outside which are able to help.

But there is promising ferment in free Asia today—ferment
that can lead to higher standards of performance on the part
of individual countries and a greater sense of community
among them.

War is always cruel. But the war in Vietnam should not
obscure for us the fact that behind the smoke and uproar
is t};? testing of an issue vital to all of Asia, and indeed the
world,

Can independent, non-Communist states not only survive,
but grow and flourish in face of Communist pressure?

In that confrontation, a review of free Asia’s achievements
should give us solid ground for hope. _

Consider South Korea, where exports have increased by
500 per cent in the past three years. Consider Taiwan, which
has been transformed from an aid-receiving to an aid-giving
country and enjoys a rate of economic growth higher than
even that of Japan. Consider Malaysia and Thailand, where
ambitious development plans are being launched. Yes, con-
sider Indonesia, where new leaders are determined to see that
potentially rich country resume a responsible place in the
world community.

All of these developments are striking evidence that, not-
withstanding Communist boasts that they represent the wave
of the future, the real achievements taking place within Asia
have occurred in areas that rely upon independence, competi-
tion, and respect for national integrity as the bases for
genuine and enduring social and economic progress.



Attitudes for America

As we Americans strive to deal with the immense problems
—and the promise—of a vibrant, modernizing interdependent
Asia in the years ahead, we will be called upon to show
special qualities of mind and spirit and understanding as a
nation.

We will have to learn far more about Asian history and
Asian cultures than any of us now know. We need more
than nodding acquaintance with the key critical issues that
absorb the attention of Asians.

We will have to learn to speak and read Asian languages.

We will have to become more sensitive to the differences
among Asian nations as well as their similarities.

We should also be sensitive to the pride, dignity and na-
tionalism of Asian peoples and nations. Like most people,
Asians prefer to rule themselves badly than to be well ruled
by some foreigner. The same goes for advice and initiatives.
Otherwise good ideas inevitably lose some of their appeal if
carried through Asia in clearly foreign wrappings.

Asians prefer Asian initiatives, proposed by Asians. So do
we.

No Quick Solutions

Finally, we must learn to suppress our national enthusiasm
for quick solutions.

Asia’s problems are extraordinarily complex and intracta-
ble; they will be with us for a long time to come, and we
should force ourselves to practice some traditional Asian pa-
tience. It is patience—and perspective—that we will need
in the years ahead.

For I have no doubt that we will meet, in Asia as in the
rest of the world, time and again with disappointment, dis-
illusionment, ingratitude and frustration.

Yet we must not be deterred.

It is our good fortune to be free citizens of the most
prosperous and powerful nation in the history of the earth.

It is the prosperous who can most afford compassion and
humility.

It is the powerful who can most afford patience and
perspective.

Let us, then, not pursue policies—or judge ourselves—in
consonance with the passion of the moment.

Let us pursue those courses of which, in the judgment of
history, it can be said: “These were the paths taken by
wise men.”
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Gentlemen, | salute you, You have completed

four years of rigorous training -- of mind, g body,

and ¢ spirit, You have done well.

But | congratulate you even more on what lies
ahead -- for the I.i_\_lis_ of service to your country and to
your fellowmen‘ww

The demands on you will be great -- greater than
on any previous generation of the "Long Gray Line';-t:hat-

Never before has your country been so deeply linked

__ with every part of a rapidly shrinking and changing world.
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Never before has the power available to men been
———
SO awesome.

( Yet‘ never before have men everywhere been so
-

aware that power alone cannot solve their most urgent

Lt

problems nor satisfy their deepest needs.

A You are soldiers, There will be times when your
courage, your coolness, and your command of the military
arts will be required in full measure.,

Z But you will have to be more -- much more -- than
fighting men.

ZYou will have to be builders.

[ You will have to be diplomats and psychologists,

engineers and politicians, advisers, educators, and friends

ﬂ\‘n the years aheasl’ the peace and security of
the human family will be threatened by aggressions far
more subtle than those of armed regiments moving across

national frontiers.
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ZWorld peace and security will be threatened by
propaganda, subversion and agitation . . . by economic
warfare . . . by assassination of honest and able leaders

. as well as by the naked use of armed force.
Z World peace and security will be threateneg, above
all, by the very existence, for two-thirds of mankind, of

/
conditions of hunger, disease and ignorance.

AWe must learn that the simple solugjons of times

Hy Masd
past will not meetA [ eseiiediay h

.
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Our, ""doves" must learn that there are times when

]
power must be used, %must learn that there is no
substitute for force in the face of a determined enemy who

resorts to terror, subversion and aggression, whether

concealed or open.
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LOur "hawks' must learn that military power is not

5 st v, S
enough. <€y must learn, can be wholly

unavailing if not accompanied by political effort and by

the credible promise to ordinary people of a better life,,
Z_And all of us must learn to adapt our military planning
and actions to the new conditions of subversive warfare --

the so-called wars of national liberatign.

We must learn to our enemy on all,

not just one, of the battlefields, We must use the

techniques of politics, of economic development, of information

M = ———

and social advancement -- and of coordinating all these

efforts in a rational and effective t_qgl effortg

Z We are linked to all parts of a complex and changing
world. | want to turn now to one part / -
0 pOFLaRE-pa=-0k-that woriy, '
thabsleknonsisemuch.on yommemimds. | speak of Asia, and

of America's role there.
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.Lln this Ml%@ we urgently need perspective

on Asia -- oR-tis—history-ang the histery ol ouf felationsihip-

That perspective can give us guidelines for wise choices --
and a solid base for realistic hopes.

| believe the ingredients of perspective can be found
in the answers to m\estionsg V_\Lr_l_g and what is Asia?
How did we get involved with Asia? And, finally, can we
achieve sensible goals in Asia?

Who and what is Asia?

Asia means people -- more than half of mankind.

Asia means civilizations -- venerable, inventive,

e v g

artistic, and deeply rooted cultures.

SE—————

Asia means religions -- the great compassionate

religious and ethical systems of Hinduism, Confucianism,

R Y

Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity.
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LAsia means problems -- the age-old afflictions of

poverty, illiteracy, disease, exploitation, and oppression.
And in the modern era -- the past hundred years

or so -- Asia means revolution.

It was a revolution that was long in coming but
inevitable once West met East with full force.

Revolution is seldom peaceful, never easy. For

Asia the period of Western impact Sane=the-tramnsiormation
— _i=prodeeedsss has been often turbulent, bitter, and

humiliating.

/\Take three major ingredients of modern Western
history -- the spectacular rise of nationalism, capaTtalism,
and science. Bring them to bear on proud older cultures,
either through direct colonial rule -- as in India, in
Indonesia, or Indo-China -- or through enclaves and spheres

of influence -- as in China.
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Z\Little wonder the effect would be disruptive on Asian

societies, as-wel-as sometimes constructive, /Little wonder

that the results would engender resistance and resentment

among Asian peoples toward the Westerner, as well as

/

curiosity and sometimes frie iD.s

Z And little wonder tlnoiiresiisionmoiisia=trr=tite

Mmga‘s response to the West;m_,

an unfolding revolutionary process of which the end is by

no means in sight.
LQJ seeks first to expel the foreign
colonial master, and has largely succeeded in doing so.
Z But independence is only a fragile beginning, not
an endy,
( With independence comes the struggle for nationhood
in the full sense of the word -- the struggle to create national

unity out of religious and linguistic and even geographic

P [l L e ]

fragmentation . . . the struggle to create national power,
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i-a:n:dm?oimaintain stability within and to deter and resist
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any would-be aggressors{without . . . and the struggle

to create both wealth and justice, to create a society of

A

expanding opportunities and hope.,

Z_The revolutionary process is turbulent and fraught
with dangers: It contains the danger of unbridled competing
nationalisms¢ the lure of f_arlse prophg__ts and demagogu_q_g;

/

the temptation of i_LI_l.Jiory short-cuts that lead to new

Ly L)

tyranny; the passions aroused by unfulfilled expectations.
4 Nearly fifty years ago a new specific danger was

fimsé added to this process= The doctrines of Marx and

Lenin -- oﬁe__@g as an explanation of Asia's past® a plan

/

of action for Asia's preseny and a blueprint for Asia's

future.
4Though always a tiny minority, the agents of Marxisﬁ’
Leninism were able in parts of wartime and post-war Asia

i ]

to ride the tide of nationalism and anti-colonialism.
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Z With perseverence and discipline, they produced
Cm—— s et
an impact far beyond their numbers.
Today we see in mainland China the tragic result of

one Asian revolution that lost its way -- a revolution

captured by a disciplined Communist minority.

Z The high price of that tragedy is, for the people

of China, a life of isolation in the world's most rigidly
]

otalitarian states and, for th le of Asia, a profoundl
totalitariap ﬂ-’l- e peop la, a profoundly
disturbing neighbor.

é Today we see in the Indo-China peninsula the tragic

s e

result of another Asian revolution that lost its way. The

people of Vietnam, who have lived with violence for a
[ S

-~
uarter of a centur find half their country ceded
q b bl Ly , y
to a Communist minority regime in Hanoi. At the same

time they @@ face a determined effort by tha’aregime to

force South Vietnam under Communist ruleg

e e em————— e

E
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M; | come to my second question: How did we get

involved with Asia?

A The question may sound naix_;e, Yet | frequently

hear the statement from those who should know better that

"America has no business in Asia."

Aln part this view stems from frustration in theface

of Asia's complexityy How much easier to withdraw and let

nature take its course.
But in part this view also stems from a misreading
/ s gy

of history.

U e I

4 We are all in some degree both heirs and captives

e R s

of history. And our involvement in Asia is no recent

abberration but rather a rooted fact of history.
R et s et i s T e g

Wﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁmﬁmﬁy a-something




- 11 -
m\\j( are and have been a Pacific

power from the days of New England's clipper ships in the
late 18th century. |

/ Our t@s and entrepreneurs soon were joined by
our missionaries -- not simply evangelists, but doctors and
nurses, teachers, engineers and agricultural specialists.
By the mid-19th century American ships had opened up Japar}

and American citizens were leading participants in what became

the greatest export of people and technology ever attempted

from one civilization to another -- much of it focused on
Chinag
[ In the process, we became catalytic agents of

transformation m\ﬁe became unwitting

participants in Asian history, and in revolution. J

MAmerica's role in Asia today is a direct product of

the century that preceded World War 11 and of the war itself.
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‘Mth the end of that war, the responsibilities of victory

| i oo
imposed on us a stabilizing role n}\w

AAnﬁ with the beginning of the Cold War) the Communist

victory in Chin_ab and the outbreak of the Korean Wgr}

American power was the only shield available to fragile and
erican pow ly shiel ragil

newly independent nations in non-Communist Asia. ¢

ZThis was n__(__J_I a role we had sought., This was not
the peace for which we yearned.
Nor is it a role we seek to perpetuate today, But the
peace still eludes us. For there are those in Asia who still

pursue their objectives by aggression and subversion. And

there areMo ask our help in meeting this threat,g

% %

Z | come to my final question: Can we achieve sensible

goals in Asia?
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What, in simplest form are those goals?

First, we seek to assist free nations, willing to help

d S J
themselves, in their deterrence of and resistance to all
/ e o -]

forms of aggression.

Second, we seek to assist free nations, willing to

help themselves’ in the great tasks of nation-building, We

must lead other rich nations in the war on poverty, ignorance

and disease in Asia.
P

Third, we seek to strengthen the forces of regional

T

cooperation on the basis of Asian initiatives.

And finally, we seek and will continue to seek to

build bridges, to keep open the doors of communication, to

the Communist states of Asia, and in particular Communist

China -- just as we have to the Soviet Union and the
Communist states of Eastern Europe.s

Z The isolation of the Asian Communist states -- however
- —

caused -- breeds unreality, delusions, and miscalculatione
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Z Efforts to break that isolation may, for the time being,

provoke denunciation and hostility. But we shall persevere

g

and explore means of communication and exchanges, lookin
>4

to the day when the leaders of Asian communism -- as their

former colleagues in Europe -- will come to recognize the

self-destructiveness and wastefulness of their present bellicose

policies.

Prudence and reason, not the slogans of the past,

will quide us as we try to reduce the unacceptable risks of

ignorance and misunderstanding in a thermonuclear ageg
- -
4 Let me underline what we do not seekt We do not
— "
seek alignment, except from those who choose it, We do

not seek economic privilege, We do not seek territory or

military bases. We do not seek to dominate or to conquer.

Al i e S

4 Our objectives are best served by one result in Asiag_,
——— R S S—— - —i —

L e

The emergence of nations dedicated to their own national

IS e

independence, to the well-being of theirAEe:_ople, and to the

———

pursuit of peace. o
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L | return now to my question: Can_these objectives

be achieved?

AMy answer is_xe_s. But much depends on our actions
f —J
as a nE.l:[_IE)n) and on the understanding that prompts those
actions.

In the struggle for a peaceful, strong, and developing

free A51a our assets in the region are great,
A In Japan, ai=ene-—gnd=olhsidié=anes We have a staunch
friend, a highly developed nation, owe=secomnd-trating=pamrimer,

an immense potential force for the development of Asidg

4 On the South Asian subcontinen} w

we have close friends in India, the world's largest democracy,

and in Pakistan, Both nations are dedicated to independence and

2\

bravely embarked on, programs of development. o

Z And in the Southwest Pacific  Complemyiinesnnge,

are our friends in Australia and New Zealand who share our
——

e

commitment to the future of Asia.



_16..

Elsewhere -- in Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Cmd,ﬂow)
moew=

Thailand, Burma, Malaysia, Singapore, andAIndonesia -

we find nations committed in differing fashions to independence

and development. We respect their commitment, St Yea_.
o

—_—y

respect their differences, We applaud their leadership.g e

LBut what of the states of former French Indo-China?
TM”"M’XIS the present focal point of war and

revolution in Asia, And we are tested as never before,,

e}

We face a situation of external aggression and subversion

against a post-colonial nation that has never had the breathing
T AT et Ml i e

space to develop its politics or its economy.a

Z In South Vietnam, both defense and development s

P
the war against the aggressor and the war against despair e

are fused as never before.AVietnam challenges our, courage,

our, ingenuity, and our ability to persevereg
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If we can succeed there -- if we can help sustain

an independent South Vietnams free to determine its own

- —“—j
future -- m the prospects for free

men throughout Asia, will be bright indeed.q

Z We know th's, Our friends and allies know it, And

our adversaries know it, That is why one small country
looms SO Iar_ge today on everyone's map of Asia.
Z But Asia will not disappear with a Vietnam settlement,

/ Nor will our objectives and responsibilities in Asia

et e

disappear.

[The peace and development of Asia will be high on our

national agenda for the rest of this centurz.

_/_ President Johnson's address at Johns Hopkins University
last year was an historic formulation of American purposes

in Asia.
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hﬂﬂhsaid that our commitment to

South Vietnam was firm¢ that our quest for peace would

/

be unremitting, and that our continuing concern with the
/

welfare of the peoples of Southeast Asia could be tested by

Asians ready to mltlate cooperatlve ventur es of peaceful

development, The President pledgecyW(¢

hﬂ&i*& President Johnson M

participation by North Vietnam in constructive social and

economic arrangements once Hanoi had decided to stop the&&
14

Ne |
Mnd last February, he again appealed to the

"men of the north" to stop aggression and to join in helping

fulfill the unsatisfied wants of the people of the region.g

Termination of war alone would be a major contribution

—

to the process of accelerated social and economic development

in Asia m Wark .
Wy mw%m@

Hommuptmmta
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re are other besrc problems which face
/)
most of the coun ies in the area ,/’3

o
”
/

I;’In Asra inco s are low. Popu }tfon growth is high.

Ihe need for mvesiment is
.f

Tne@}s’“’a shortage of cap

P

;)zﬁwﬁt limitless. There js- exc__'

] A

/

sive dependence oj\ a limited

nu ber of produ;,ts For forelglﬁ exc nge earnmgs.

problems demjthe attehtion of countries in

| the afea as well as countrjes outside which are able to help.
”‘v B Ihere is promlsmg ferment in free Asia today == <.
/ ferment that can lead to higher standards of performance on
\'\\ the part of individual countries and a greater sense of

community among them .. W”"w/u%,
D/ is Iway ruel. Bu jme war m/(/letnam sy(ould \
not ohscure for u/the fact th b hmd the smoke ar;d uproar

E t,he testlnF o( an issue wral to all ?f Asia, and ‘mdeed the

)

i
f\ rld. 2 ; ,,L..,MW,,,, e — \

—
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independent, non-Communist states not only

survive, but grow and flourish in face of Communist
sy .

" s S

pressure?
s S INIIT gy

A In that confrontation, a review of free Asia's
achievements should give us solid ground for hope.

Consider South Korea, where exports have increased
by 500 per cent in the past three years, onnsider Taiwan,
which has been transformed from an aid-receiving to an aid-

-~ giving country and enjoys a rate of economic growth higher

than even that of Japan,z Consider Malaysia and Thailand,

e il

where ambitious development plans are being launched, '_/‘Yei,

" consider Indonesia, where new leaders are determined to

e e s o il

see that potentially rich country resume a responsible place

in the world community.

it (%:‘Z:;m
o W ﬂ‘zﬁ:“ e

W
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All of these developments are striking evidence that,

notwithstanding Communist boasts that they represent the

wave of the future, the real achievements taking place within

J ——

Asia have occurred in areas that rely upon independence
(SN P

/

competition, and respect for national integrity as the bases

for genuine and enduring social and economic progress,

AAS we American s strive to deal with the immense

problems -- and the promise -- of a vibrant, modernizing

interdependent Asia in the years aheaii) we will be called

upon to show special qualities of mind and spirit and

understanding, ss=amation:.

LWe will have to learn far more about Asian history
and Asian cultures than any of us now know,(WeAneed
more than nodding acquaintance with the key critical issues

that absorb the attention of Asians.
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ZWe will have to learn to speak and read Asian
languages.
Z We will have to become more sensitive to the differences
LS
among Asian nations as well as their smilarities.

ZWe should «i®e- be sensitive to the pride, dignity and
nationalism of Asian peoples and nat‘ions‘ ALike most people,

Qisem
Asians prefer to rule themselve than to be well ryled

s, proposed by Asians,

/

/Asians prefer Asian initiative

So do we.

M) Finally, we must learn to suppress our national

enthusiasm for quick solutions.g

ZAsia‘s problems are extraordinarily complex and

intractable; they will be with us for a long time to come,

and we %\gurselves to practice some traditional

Asian patience.
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Alt islpatience ---and perspective -- that we will

need in the years ahead, ’

il have no doubt that we will meet, in Asia as

in the rest of the world, time and again <l disappointment,

disillusionment, ingratitude and frustration.
[Yet we must not be deterred. WLMAW,
It is our good fortune to be #mme citizens of the
most prosperous and powerful nation inthe
earth.
/ It is the prosperous who can most afford compassion

and humility.
/ It is the powerful who can most afford patience

and perspective.

ZLet US iy noOt pursue po_l_i_c_i‘es -- or judge ourselves
=t

-- in consonance with the passion of the moment.
Z Let us pursue those courses of which, in the judgment

of history, it can be said: 'These were the paths taken by

wise_men. "
R R R
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REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY
WEST POINT, NEW YORK

JUNE 8, 1966

Gentlemen, I salute you. You have completed four years of rigorous
training -- of mind, of body, end of spirit. You have done well.

But I congratulate you even more cn what lies ahead -- for the
lives of service to your country and to your fellowmen which you
begin here today.

The demands on you will be great -- greater than on any previous
generation of the "Long Gray Line" that has passed proudly through
this great institution.

Never before has your country been so deeply linked with every
part of a rapidly shrinking and changing world.

Never before has the power available to men been so awesome.

Yet never before have men everywhere been so aware that power alone
cannot solve their most urgent problems nor satisfy their deepest
needs.

You are soldiers. There will be times when your courage, your
coolness, and your command of the military arts will be required
in full measure.

But you will have to be more -- much more -- than fighting men.
You will have to be builders.

You will have to be diplomats and psychologists, engineers and
politicians, advisers, educators, and friends.

For in the years shead, the peace and security of the human family
will be threatened by aggressions far more subtle than those of
armed regiments moving across national frontiers.

World peace and security will be threatened by propaganda, subversion
and agitation . . .by economic warfare . . .by assassination of honest
and able leaders . . .as well as by the naked use of armed force.

World peace and security will be threatened, above all, by the very
existence, for two-thirds of mankind, of conditions of hunger,
disease and ignorance.
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We must learn that the simple solutions of times past will not meet
the present-day challenges, and new forms of aggression, we face.
Our "doves" must learn that there are times when power must be used.
They must learn that there is no substitute for force in the face of
a determined enemy who resorts to terror, subversion and aggression,
whether concealed or open.

Our "hawks" must learn that military power is not enough. They must
learn, indeed, that it can be wholly unavailing if not

accompanied by political effort and by the credible promise to
ordinary people of a better life.

And all of us must learn to adapt our military planning and actions
to the new conditions of subversive warfare -- the so-called wars of
national liberation.

We must learn to meet and defeat our enemy on all, not just one,

of the battlefields. We must use the techniques of politics, of
economic development, of information and social advancement -- and
of coordinating all these efforts in a rational and effective total
effort.

We are linked to all parts of a complex and changing world. I want
to turn now to one part -- but a most important part -- of that
world. It is a part of the world that I know is much on your minds.
I speak of Asia, and of America's role there.

In this Spring of 1966, we urgently need perspective on Asia --

on its history and the history of our relationship. That perspective
can give us guidelines for wise choices -- and a solid base for
realistic hopes.

I believe the ingredients of perspective can be found in the
answers to three questions: Who and what is Asia? How did we get
involved with Asia? And, finally, can be achieve sensible

goals in Asiag?

Who and what is Asia?
Asia means people -- more than half of mankind.

Asia means civilizations -- venerable, inventive, artistic, and
deeply rooted cultures.

Asia means religions -- the great compassionate religious and
ethical systems of Hinduism, Confucianism, Buddhism, Islam,
and Christianity.
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Asia means problems -- the age-old afflictions of poverty,
illiteracy, disease, exploitation, and oppression.

And in the modern era -- the past hundred years or so -- Asia
means revolution.

It was a revolution that was long in coming but inevitable once
West met East with full force.

Revolution is seldom peaceful, never easy. For Asia the period
of Western impact -- and the transformation it produced -- has
been often turbulent, bitter, and humiliating.

Take three major ingredients of modern Western history -- the
spectacular rise of nationalism, capitalism, and science. Bring
them to bear on proud older cultures, either through direct
colonial rule -- as in India, in Indonesia, or Indo-China -- or
through enclaves and spheres of influence =-- azs in China.

Little wonder the effect would be disruptive on Asian societies,

as well as sometimes constructive. Little wonder that the results
would engender resistance and resentment among Asian peoples toward
the Westerner, as well as curiosity and sometimes friendship.

And little wonder that the history of Asia in the modern era is
the history of Asia's response to the West, an unfolding revolu-
tionary process of which the end is by no means in sight.

It is a process that seeks first to expel the foreign colonial
master, and has largely succeeded in doing so.

But independence is only a fragile beginning, not an end.

With independence comes the struggle for nationhood in the full

sense of the word -- the struggle to create national unity out

of religious and linguistic and even geographic fragmentation .

the struggle to create national power, in order to maintain stability
within and to deter and resist any would-be aggressors without .

and the struggle to create both wealth and justice, to create a
society of expanding opportunities and hope.

The revolutionary process is: turbulent and fraught with dangers:
It contains the danger of unbridled competing nationalisms;

the lure of false prophets and demagogues; the temptation of
illuscry short-cuts that lead to new tyranny; the passions
aroused by unfulfilled expectations.

Nearly fifty years ago s new specific danger was first added

to this process: The doctrines of Marx and Lenin -- offered as

an explanation of Asia's past, a plan of action for Asia's present,
and a blueprint for Asia's future.



Though always a tiny minority, the agents of Marxism-Leninism were
able in parts of wartime and pust-war Asia to ride the tide of
nationalism and anti-colonialism.

With perseverence and discipline, they produced an impact far
beyond their numbers.

Today we see in mainland China the tragic result of one Asian
revolution that lost its way -- a reveolution captured by a
disciplined Communist minority.

The high price of that tragedy is, for the people of China,
a life of isolation in the world's most rigidly totalitarian
state, and, for the people of Asia, a profoundly disturbing
neighbor.

Today we see in the Indo-China peninsula the tragic result of

another Asian revolution that lost its way. The people of

Vietnam, who have lived with violence for a quarter of a century,

not only find half their country ceded tc a Communist minority regime
in Hanoi. At the same time they also face a determined effort

by that regime to force South Vietnam under Communist rule.

FHH

I come to my second question: How did we get involved with
Asia?

The question may sound naive. Yet I frequently hear the statement
from those who should know better that "America has no business in
Asia."

In part this view stems from frustration in the face of Asia's
complexity. How much easier to withdraw and let nature take its
course.

But in part this view also stems from a misreading of history.
Ve are all in some degree both heirs and captives of history.
And our involvement in Asia is no recent abberration but rather

a rooted fact of history.

In one sense, of course, America is simply a something funny
that happened to Columbus on his way to Asia.
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In a deeper sense, we are and have been a Pacific power from the
days of New England's clipper ships in the late 18th century.

Our traders and entrepreneurs soon were joined by our missionaries --
not simply evangelists, but doctors and nurses, teachers, engineers
and agricultural specialists. By the mid-19th century American

cships had opened up Japan, and fmerican citizens were leading
participants in what became the greatest export of people and
technology ever attempted from cne civilization to another -- much
of it focused on China.

In the process, we became catalytic agents of transformation.
In the process, too, we became unwitiing participants in Asian
history, and in revolution.

America's role in Asia today is a direct prcduct of the century
that preceded World War II and of the war itself.

For with the end of that war, the responsibilities of victory
imposed on us a stabilizing role in Japan and Korea.

And with the beginning of the Cold War, the Communist victory
in China, snd the outbreak of the Korean War, American power
was the only shield available to fragile and newly independent
nations in non-Communist Asia.

This was not a role we had sought. This was not the peace for which
we yearned.

lor is it a role we seek to perpetuate today. But the peace still
eludes us. For there are those in Asia who still pursue their
objectives by aggression and subversion. And there are others who
ask our help in meeting this threat.

FH¥

I come to my final question: Can we achieve sensible goals in
Agia?

What, in simplest form are those goals?

First, we seek to assist free nations, willing to help
themselves, in their deterrence of and resistance to all
forms of aggression.

Second, we seek to assist free nations, willing to help themselves,
in the great tasks of nation-building. We must lead other rich
nations in the war on poverty, ignorance and disease in Asia.

Third, we seek to strengthen the forces of regional cooperation
on the basis of Asian initiatives.
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And finally, we seek and will continue to seek to build bridges,
to keep open the doors of communication, to the Communist states
of Asia, and in particular Communist Ching -- just as we have

to the Soviet Union and the Communist states of Eastern Burope.

The isolation of the Asian Communist states -- however caused --
breeds unreality, delusion , and miscalculation.

Efforts to break that isolation may, for the time being, provoke
denunciation and hostility. But we shall persevere and explore
means of communication and exchange , looking to the day

when the leaders of Asian communism -- as their former colleagues
in Europe =-- will come to recognize the self-destructiveness and
wastefulness of their present bellicose policies.

Prudence and reason, not the slogans of the past, will guide us
as we try to reduce the unacceptable risks of ignorance and
misunderstanding in a thermonuclear age.

Let me underline what we do not seek:

We do not seek alignment, except from those who choose it. We
do not seek economic privilege. We do not seek territory or
military bases. We do not seek to dominate or to conquer.

Our objectives are best served by one result in Asia:
The emergence of nations dedicated to their own national

independence, to the well-being of their people, and to the
pursuit of peace.



I return now to my question: Can these objectives be achieved?

My answer 1is yes. But much depends on our actions as a
nation, and on the understanding that prompts those actions.

In the struggle for a peaceful, strong, and developing free
Asia, our assets in the region are great.

In Japan, at one end of Asia's arc, we have a staunch friend,
a highly developed nation, our second trading partner, an
immense potential force for the develcpment of Asia.

Cn the South Asian subcontinent, at the other end, we have
close friends in India, the world's largest democracy, and
in Pakistan. Both nations are dedicated to independence and
bravely embarked on programs of development.

And in the Southwest Pacific, completing the triangle, are
our friends in Australia and New Zealand who share our
commitment to the future of Asia.

Elsewhere -- in Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Thailand,
Burma, Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesis -- we find nations
committed in differing fashions to independence and develop-
ment. We respect their commitment, and we respect their
differences. We applaud their leadership.

But what of the states of former French Indo-China?

There, of course, is the present focal point of war and
revolution in Asia. And there we are tested as never
before. We face a situation of external aggression and
subversion against a post-colonial nation that has never
had the breathing space to develop its polities or its
economy .

In South Vietnam, both defense and development -- the war
against the aggressor and the war against despair -- are
fused as never before. Vietnam challenges our courage, our
ingenuity, and our ability to persevere.

If we can succeed there -- if we can help sustain an
independent South Vietnam, free to determine its own future
-- then our prospects, and the prospects for free men
throughout Asia, will be bright indeed.

We know this. Cur friends and allies know it. And our
advergaries know it. That is why one small country looms
so large today on everyone's map of Asia.

But Asia will not disappear with a Vietnam settlement.



Nor will our objectives and responsibilities in Asia
disappear.

The peace and development of Asia will be high on our
national agenda for the rest of this century.

So will our relations with the nations of Asia -- including
our relations with mainland China.

President Johnson's address at Johns Hopkins University last
year was an historic formulation of American purposes in
Asia.

In that speech he said that our commitment to South Vietnam
was firm, that our quest for peace would be unremitting, and
that our continuing concern with the welfare of the peoples
of Southeast Asia could be tested by Asians ready to initiate
cooperative ventures of peaceful development. The President
pledged 1 billion dollars to projects that might be developed.

In that speech, tco, President Johnson envisaged partici-
pation by North Vietnam in constructive social and economic
arrangements once Hanoi had decided to stop the shooting.
And last February, he again appealed to the "men of the
north" to stop aggression and to join in helping fulfill
the unsatisfied wants of the people of the region.

Terminat ion of war alone ould be a major contribution to
the process of accelerated social and econcmic development
in A-ia.

But there are other basic problems which face most of the
countries in the area.

In Asia, incomes are low. Population growth is high. There
is a shortage of capital. The need for investment is almost
limitless. There is excessive dependence on a limited number
of products for foreign exchange earnings.

These problems demand the attention of countries in the
area as well as countries ocutside which are able to help.

But there is promising ferment in free Asia today -- ferment
that can lead to higher standards of performance on the part
of individual countries and a greater sense of community
among them.

War is always cruel. But the war in Vietnam should not
obscure for us the fact that behind the smoke and uproar is
the testing of an issue vital to all of Asia, and indeed the
world.



Can independent, non-Communist states not only survive, but
grow and flourish in face of Communist pressure?

In that confrontation, a review of free Asia's achievements
should give us solid ground for hope.

Consider South Korea, where exports have increased by 500
per cent in the past three years. Consider Taiwan, which
has been transformed from an aid-receiving to an aid-giving
country and enjoys a rate of economic growth higher than
even that of Japan. Consider Malaysia and Thailand, where
ambitious development plans are being launched. Yes,
consider Indonesia, where new leaders are determined to

see that potentially rich country resume a responsible
place in the world community.

All of these developments are striking evidence that,
notwithstanding Communist boasts that they represent the

wave of the future, the real achievements taking place

within Asia have occurred in areas that rely upon independence,
competition, and respect for national integrity as the

bases for genuine and enduring social and economic progress.

As we Americans strive to deal with the immense problems --
and the promise -- of a vibrant, modernizing interdependent
Asia in the years ahead, we will be called upon to show
special qualities of mind and spirit and understanding zs

a nation.

e will have to learn far more about Asian histroy and Asian
cultures than any of us now know. e need more than nodding
acquaintance with the key critical issues that absorb the
attention of Asians.

We will have to learn to speak and read Asian languages.

We will have to become more sensitive to the differences
among Asian nations as well as their similarities.

We should also be sensitive to the pride, dignity and
nationalism of Asian peoples and nations. Like most people,
Asians prefer to rule themselves badly than to be well ruled
by some foreigner. The same goes for advice and initiatives.
Otherwise good ideas inevitably lose some of their appeal if
carried through Asia in clearly foreign wrappings.

Asians prefer Asian initiatives, proposed by Asians. 8o do
we.

Finally, we must learn to suppress our national enthusiasm
for quick solutions.

Asia's problems are extraordinarily complex and intractable;
they will be with us for a long time to come, and we should
force ourselves to practice some traditional Asian patience.
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| It is patience -- and perspective -- that we will need
\ in the years ahead.

For I have no doubt that we will meet, in Asia as in the
rest of the world, time and again with disappointment,
disillusionment, ingratitude and frustration.

Yet we must not be deterred.

It is our good fortune to be free citizens of the most
prosperous and powerful nation in the history of the earth.

It is the prosperous who can most afford compassion and
humility.

It is the powerful who can most afford patience and
perspective.

Let us, then, not pursue policies -- or judge ourselves -=-
in consonance with the passion of the moment.

Let us pursue those courses of which, in the judgment of
history, it can be said: "These were the paths taken by
wise men."

ST
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Ruth:

Col Fisher, West Point, mailed the
tape and the transcript (25 copies)

to Norman Sherman by name on

June 9. He is sending me another
copy of the transcript just in case we
cannot locate others, and has a copy
of the tape in case we need to have
that duplicated. (I asked him to hold
up on the latter until he heard from
us. )

Ashton
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CoLonNEL HERBERT L. BECKINGTON
MiLtiTARY AIDE TO THE VICE PRESIDENT
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WasHingTON, D. C. 20506

DeArR CoOLONEL BECKINGTON:

INCLOSED 1S A coPY oF THE VICE PRESIDENT!S SPEECH
oN JUNE 8 As GIVEN.

We mMAILED 25 COPIES, PLUS A TAPE RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL
SPEECH, TO MR. SHERMAN ON JUNE 9. Miss GALLAGHER SAID SHE
WOULD BEGIN A SEARCH FOR THESE BUT REQUESTED AN ADDITIONAL
COPY OF THE TRANSCRIPT, JUST IN CASE.

|F THE TAPE RECORDING CANNOT BE LOCATED, WE CAN HAVE
ANOTHER COPY MADE AND FORWARDED TO YOU,

WiTH BesT wisHES FRom WesT PoINT.

SINCERELY;
IncL EMIL FISHER, JR.
A/s L1EUTENANT COLONEL, ARMOR

INFORMATION OFFi1cer (AssT)
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NEWS RELEASE

REMARKS -- AS GIVEN

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY, UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY,
WEST POINT, NEVW YORK, JUNE 8, 1966

Thank you General Bennett, General Abrams, my esteemed
friend and great American General Bradley, Congressman Dow,
Reverend Clergy and above all the members of this Graduating
Class of 1866 of the United States Military Academy -- my fellow
Americans,

Gentlemen, I salute you. You have completed four years of
rigorous training -- training of wmind, body, and spirit -- and
your nation knows that you have done well.

But I congratulate you even more on what lies ahead -- for
the lives of service to your country and to your fellowmen.

The demands on you will be great -- greater than any previous
generation of the '"Long Gray Line'" that has passed proudly through
this great institution.

Never before has your country been so deeply linked with
every part of a rapidly shrinking and changing world.

Never before has the power available to men been so awesome.

Yet never before have men everywhere been so aware that power,

power alone cannot solve their most urgent problems nor satisfy
(MCRE)



their deepest needs.

You are soldiers. Proud of your country and the uniform
that you wear. And, there will be times when your courage and
your coolness, and your command of the military arts will be
required in full measure,

But you will have to be more -- much more -- than fighting
men,

You will have to be builders, great citizens.

You will have to be diplomats and psychologists, engineers
and politicians, advisers, educators, and friends.

In the years ahead, the peace and security of the human
family will be threatened by aggressions far more subtle than
those of armed regiments moving across national frontiers.

World peace and security will be threatened by propaganda,
subversion and agitation ., . . by economic warfare . . . by
assassination of honest and able leaders . . . as well as by the
naked use of armed force,

World peace and security will be threatened, above all, by
the very existence, for two-~thirds of mankind, of conditions of
hunger, disease and ignorance.

Therefore, we must learn that the simple solutions of times
past will not meet the complexities of today.

Our so-called '"doves,'" an inadequate word but often used,
muet learn that there are times when power must be used. They
must learn that there is no substitute for force in the face of
a determined enemy who resists or resort fo terror, subversion,

aggression, whether concealed or opened.

2 (MORE)



And, our so-called "hawks," again an inadequate word, must
learn that military power alone is not enough. They must learn
that military power can be wholly unavailing if not accompanied
by political effort and by the crecdible promise to the ordinary
people of a betier life,

And all of us must learn to adapt ouragélitary planning and
actions, and indeed our political planning/éctions, to the new
conditions of subversive warfare -- the so-called wars of national
liberation.

le must learn to confront cur enemy on all, not just one,
of the many battleiields. We must use the techniques of polit:cs,
of economic development, of information, of education and social
betterment -- and of coordinating 2ll these efforts in a rational
and efiective total -- total effort,

I say these things because we are linked to all parts of a
complex and changing world. Now I want to turn to one part of
that world, a big part. And I speak of Asia, and America's role
there,

In this summer of 1966, we urgently need perspective on
Asia -- and that perspective can give us guidelines for wise
choices -- and a sclid base for realistic hopes.

I believe that the ingredients of perspective can be found
in the answers to these questions: who and what is Asia; how did
we get involved with Asia; and, finally, can we achieve sensible
goals in Asia? I am confident that these questicns are very much
in your minds,

Well, now, who and what is Asia?

3 (MORZ)



Asia means people -- more than half of mankind.

Asia means civilizations -- venerable, inventive, artistic,
and deeply rooted cultures.

Asia means religions -- the great compassionate religious
and ethical systems of Hinduism, Confucianism, Buddhism, Islap,
and Christianity.

Asia means problems -- the age-old afflictions of poverty,
illiteracy, disease, exploitation, and oppression,

And in the modern era -~ the past one hundred years Or SO -=
Asia means revolution,

It was a revolution that was long in coming but indeed
inevitable once Vest met East with full force.

And, revolution is seldom peacefuvl, and never easy. For
Asia the period of Western impact has often been turbulent, bitter,
and humiliating.

Take three major ingredients of modern Western history,
our history -- the spectacular rise of nationalism, capitalism,
and science. Bring them to bear on the proud old cultures,
either through direct colonial rule -- as in India, in Indonesia,
or Indo-China -~ or through enclaves and spheres of influence --
as in China.

Little wonder the effect would be cisruptive on Asian
societies, as well as sometimes constructive. And little wonder
that the results would engender resistance and resentment anong
Asian peoples towards the Vesterner, as well as curiosity and
sometimes friendship.

And little wonder that Asia's response to the West is an
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unfolding revolutionary process of which the end is by no means
in sight.

That process seeks first to expel for once and for all the
foreign colonial master, and has largely succeedec in doing so.

But independence is only a fragile beginning and not an end.

ith independence comes the struggle for nationhood in the
full sense of the word -- the struggle to create national unity
out of religious and linguistic and even geographic fragmenta-
tion . . . the struggle to create national power, the struggle to
maintain stability within and to deter and resist any would-be
aggressors ifrom without . . . and the struggle to create both
wealth and justice, to create a society of expanding opportunities
and hope.

The revolutionary process, as you know, is turbulent and it's
fraught with horrible dangers: it contains the danger of unbridled
competing nationalism, the lure of false prophets and demagogues,
the temptation of illusory short-cuts that lead to new tyranny,
the passions aroused by unfulfilled expectations.

Nearly fifty years ago a new specific danger was added to
this process, the doctrines of Marx and Lenin —- offered as an
explanation of Asia's past, a plan of action for Asia's present,
and a blueprint for Asia's future.

Though always, and I repeat always, a tiny minority, the agents
of Marxist-Leninism were able in parts of wartime and post-war Asia
to ride the tide oi nationalism and anti-colonialism,

Vith perseverance and discipline, they produced an impact
far beyond their numbers.
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Today we see in mainland China the tragic result of one Asian
revolution that lost its way -- a revolution captured by a
disciplined Communist minority,

The high price of that tragedy is, for the people of China,

a life of isolation in the world's most rigidly totalitarian state,
and, for the people of all Asia, a profoundly Qisturbing and at
times dangerous neighbor,

Today we see in the Indo-China peninsula the tragic result of
another Asian revolution that lost its way. The people of Vietnam,
who have lived with violence for a quarter of a century, in colonial
rule for a century, find half their country ceded to a Communist
minority regime in Hanoi. At the same time they face a determined
effort by that same regime to force South Vietnam under Communist
rule,

Now I come to my second question: How did we ever get
involved in Asia?

Vell, the question may seem naive. Vet I frequently hear the
statement from those who should now better that "America has no
business in Asia,"

In par® this stems from frustration in the face of Asia's
complexity. How much easier it is to withdraw and let so-called
nature take its course.

But in part this also stems from the misreading of
history.

Ve are all in some degree both heirs and captives of history,
And our involvement in Asia is no recent abberration but rather

a rooted fact of history.
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We are there and have been a Pacific power from the days of
the New England clipper ships in the late 15th century,

Cur traders and entrepreneurs soon were joined "y our mission-
aries -~ and not simply evangelists, but doctors and nurses, and

teachers and engineers, and businessmen and agricultural specialists,
By the mid-19th century American ships had opened up Japan, and
American citizens were leading participants in what becawe the
greatest export of people and technology ever attempted from one
civilization to another -~ and much of it was focused upon China,

In the process, we became catalytic agents of transformation.
We became unwitting participants in Asian history, in fact in
Asian revolution,

And America's role in Asia today is 2 direct product in part
of the century that preceded World War II and war itself.

Vith the end of that war, the responsibilities of victory
imposed on us a stabilizing role in the entire Pacific area.

And with the beginning of the Cold War, the Communist victory
and takeover in China, and the outbreak of the Korean War, American
power was the only shield available to fragile and newly indepen-
dent nations in non-Communist Asia.

This is the history of?g;volvement. This was not, however,
the role that we had sought. This was not the peace for which we
had yearned.

Nor is it a role that we seel: to perpetuate today. But the
peace still eludes us., There are those in Asia who still pursue
their objectives by force, by aggression, and subversion. And

there are those who asl: our help in meeting this threat.
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Now I come tc my final cuestion and one for the future and
for you: Can we achieve sensible goals in Asia?

Now, what, in the simplest forms,are those goals?

ell, first we seek to assist free nations, willing to help
themselves, in their deterrence of and resistance to all forms of
aggression,

Second, we seek to assist free nations, willing to help them-
selves, in the great tasks of nation-building. This means that we
must lead other rich nations in the war on poverty, ignorance and
disease in Asia. Because where there is constant want there is no
peace.

Third, we seek to strengthen the forces of regional cocopera-
tion on the basis of Asian initiatives,

And finally; we seek and will continue to seel to build

bridges, to keep open the doors of comimunication, to the Communist

states of Asia, and in particular Communist China —- Just as we

have to the Soviet Union and the Comnunist states of Eastern Europe,
The isolation of Asian Communist states -- however caused --
breeds unreality, delusions, and niscalculation,.

Zfforts to Lrealk that isolation may, for the time being,

provoke denunciation and hostility. We must expect it., But we

shall persevere and exnlore means of communication and exchanges,

loociiing to the day when the leaders of Asian communism —-- as with

their former colleagues in Europe -- will come to recognize the self-

destructiveness and the wastefulness of their present bellicose

policies,
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Prudence and reason, not the slogans of the past, will guide

us as we try to reduce the unacceptable risks, the unacceptable

risks, I repeat, of ignorance and misunderstanding in a thermo-

nuclear age,

Now let me underline what we ¢o not seel: Ve do not seck

alignment, except from those who choose it. We do not seek economic
privilege. Ve do not seek territory or military bases, Ve do not
seel to dominate or to conquer,

Cur objectives, this nation's objectives, are best served by
one result in Asia: The emergence of nations dedicated to their
own national independence, to the well-being of their own people,
and to the sincere pursuit of peace.

I now return to my question: Can these objectives be achieved?

And my answer is yes, But much depends on our actions as a
nation, on your understanding that prompis those actions.

In the struggle for a peaceful, strong, and developing free
Asia, our assets in that region are great.

In Japan, we have a staunch friend and a highly developed
nation, an immense potential force for the development of Asia,

Cn the South Asian subcontinent, we have close friends in
India, the world's largest democracy, and in Pakistan., Both
nations are dedicated to independence and bravely embarled on vast
programs of cevelonwnent.

In the southwest Pacific, we have our friends in Australia
and New Zealand who share with us our commitment to the future of
free Asia,

Elsewhere -- in FKorea, Taiwan and the Philippines, Ceylon and
Thailand, Burima, Malaysia, Singapore, and now Indonesia -- we fing
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nations comititied in differing fashions to independence and develop-
ment. Ve respect their commitment, Ve respect their differences,
e applaud their initiative and their leadership.

But what of the states of the former French Indo-China?

Fere s the present focal point of war and revolution in Asia,
£nd here we are tested as never hefore, We face a2 situation of
external aggression and subversion against a post-colonial nation
that has never had the breathing space to develop its politics

or its econowy,

In South Vietnam, both defense and development -- the war
against the aggressor and the war against misery and despair --
before,
are fused as never /one and inseparable, Vietnam, my fellow
military

Emericans, challenges our/courage, our political ingenuity, and our
ability and willingness to persevere,

If we can succeed there ~- if we can help sustain an indepen-
dent South Vietnam, free to determine its own future -- even in its
rather disruptive and confusing way, then the prospects for free
nen throughout Asia, will be bright indeed.

How we Inmow this, Our friends and allies know it. And our
adversaries itnow it too., And that is why one small country looms
so large today on everybody's nap of Asia,

But marl: my words, Asia will not disappear even with a
Vietnam settlement,

Hor will our objectives and responsibilities in Asia disappear,

The peace and the development of Asia will be high on our
national agenda, on your lifetime agenda, for the rest of this
century,
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President Johnson's address at Johns Hoplzins University last

el

year was a historic foirmulation of Anerican purposes in Asia.

He said that our commitment in South Vietnam was firm, that
our quest for peace would be unremitting, that our continuing
concern with the welfare of the peoples oi Southeast Asia could be
tested by Asians ready to initiate cooperative ventures of peaceiul
developnent, The Presicdent pledged generous American aid,

Yes, he envisaged participaticn by North Vietnam in con-
structive social and economic arrangements once Hanoi had decided
to stop the shooting. And last Iebruary, he again appealed to the
"men of the north" to stop their aggression and to join manliind in
helping,ggafill the unsatisfied wants of the millions of people of
that region.

Termination of war alone would be a major contribution to the
process of accelerated social and economic development in Asia. It
is still true, ny fellow Americans, America hates war and the only
war that we want to fight now as in the past, and in the future, is
a war against the ancient enemies of manltind that plague us in vast
areas of the world. Hunger and poverty, disease and illiteracy =--
those are the enemies.

There is a promising ferment, however, in Asia today -- a
ferment that can lead to higher standards of performance on the

part of individual countries and a great sense of communitiy among

2ut Asia degperately needs peace. The question remains; can
incdependent, non-Communist states not only survive in this
Lind of a world but grow and flourish in the face of Comnunist

pressure’?
11 (ICRE)



In that confrontation, a review cf free Asia's achievenents
should give us sclid ground for hope,

Consider South Xorea, where exports have increasecd by 500 per
cent in the past three years, Consider Taiwan, which has been
transformed from an aid-receiving to an aid-giving country and
enjoys a rate of economic growth higher than that even of Japan,
Consider Malaysai and Thailand, where ambitious development plans
are being launched. Consider the Philippines where new leadership
strengthens democratic institution and inspires social and
econcnic progress. Yes my fellow Americans, consider Indonesia,
where new leaders are determined to see that potentially rich
country resume a responsible place in the world community,

I say that all of these developments are striking evidence
that, notwithstanding Communist propaganda and boasts that they
represent the wave of the future, that the real wave of the future,
the real achievements talking place within Asia have occurred in
areas that rely upon freedom and independence, competition and the
respect for national integrity as the true basis for genuine and
enduring social an' economic progress,

therefore,

As we Americans/strive to deal with these immense problems --
and the promise -- of a vibrant, modernizing interdependent Asia
in the years ahead, we will be called upon to show special
qualities of mind and spirit and understanding.

Ve will have to learn far more about Asian history and Asian
cultures than any of us now iinow, /e shall need more than a
nodding accuaintance with the Ley critical issues that absorb the

attention of Asians,
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Ve will have to 1942? to spealr and read Asian languages.

Ve will have to becouie more sensitive to the differences
among Asian nations as well as their similarities,

And we should be sensitive to the pride, the dignity and the
nationalism of Asian peoples and nations, Like most people, Asians
prefer to rule themselves,even if badly, than to be well ruled by
somne foreigner,

prefer

Aslens/ " Asian initiatives, So do we.

Finally, we must learn to suppress our national enthusiasm
for instant solutions to age-old problems,

Asia's problems are extraordinarily complex and intractable;
and they will e with us for a long time to come, Ve must
discipline ourselves to practice some traditional Asian patience,

It is persevering patience -- and perspective -- that we will
need in the years ahead.

Anc¢ I have no doubt that we will meet, in Asia as in the rest
of the world, time and again disappointment, disillusionment,
Yankee go home, ingratitude and frustration.

But we must not be deterred, Ve must not falter.

It is our good¢ fortune to be citizens of the most prosperous
anc powerful nation in the world, Vith that good fortunc comes
responsibkility and cuty,

It is the prosperous who can most afford compassion and
humility.

It is the poweriul who most can afford patience and

ergpective,
P
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To be firm, without being Dbelligerant; to be strong,without
being bellicose, these must be ouvr standcards,

Let us, then, not pursue policies -- or judge ourselves --
in consonance with the passion of the noment.

But rather let us pursue those courses of which, in the judg-
ment of history, it can be written: 'These were the paths taken
by wise men,"

ily congratulations to this class.
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